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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

T}ublic education may be defined as education support-
ed by the state. The state of Texas has provided. that any
child in Texas who 1s a resident of a school district, and
who is six years old and not yet twenty-one has a right
to free public school odnoation:;'!ho ecompulsory school
age extends from the child's seventh birthday to his
seventeenth, School attendence officers are responsible
for enforeing the compulsory school attendance. A child
in Texas should attend school ten years co?aiaﬁ?ng of
one hundred and twenty days esch term.,"?

In making an annlysia.of some of the factors affect-
ing attendance at Booker T, Washington in Galveston, Texas,
the investigator observed the following exemptions of
compulsory attendance:

~

1. child in attendance upon a private school
which shell include in its courses a study of
good citizenship and shall meke English lean-
guage the basis of instruetion in all subjects,

2, Any child who is blind, deaf, dumb or feeble
minded,

3, Any child whose bodily mental condition 1s as
to render attendence inadvisable and holds a
definite certificate of & reputeble physlclan
specifying this condition and covering the
period of absence.

ithe University of Texas Publication, No. 3827,
October 1, 1938, Report of the Texas Child Welfare
W’ pp. 62”628. :



4, Any child who is living more than two and one-
half miles from the nearest publiec school of his
race with no free transportation provided,

5. Any child more than twelve years of ng: who has
satisfactorily completed the work of the seventh
grade of a standard element school of seven

es, (who may) on presentation of proper evi-
ence §o the County Superintendent of Public In-
struction, be exempted from further attendance
at school,?

Definition of Terms: With the exception of the fol=-
lowing terms all others will carry the same conceptive
meaning that is found in any complete dictionaryt

1, Drop-outs in this study means puplls who do not
return after being dropped from the enrollment during the

year,

2. Noneattendants® in this study is to be interpret-
ed as those pupills who have been absent four consecutive
days without leave from suthorities,

3+ Average membership® is obtained from the aggre-
gate days of membership divided by the number of days
taught ¢

4, Aggregate ebsence® is the sum of all days of abe
gsence of all pupils who were in membership during the pe-
riod from which the report is made.

5. Aggregate attendance® is the sum of all deys ate
tended by all pupils who were in membership during the

11bid., DPpe 627628,

®Rules and Regulations, Galveston Publie Schools,
Galves »

Screxas Teaého;'g ﬁnilz Register, For Publie Schools,
1941-g Pe .
Iﬁ‘-dog Pe 35.

ey Do 35.



period from which the report is mede.

6. The aggregate absence® minus the number of days
gbsent contributed by the drop-out yilelds the aceurate
aggregate absence, |

7. Pupils who are absent less than fifteen days but
not including fifteen days are considered loss' chroniec
non-attendants in this study and pupils wvho are absent
fifteen days and over are classified as chronic cases of
non-attendance. :

Nature of the Study: .During the school yeer 194le
1942, Booker T, Washington School in Galveston, Texas
was confronted with the aggregate sbsence presented in
Table I. The informatlion in Table I was secured from
teachers of the above school, and 1t is based on one hun-
dred and seventy-five school days.

In Table I an attempt has been made to give the read=-
er the accurate membership and aggregated absence of the
school, which will serve as basic data for thils investie
gation,

Before the table is further discussed, an explana=
tion is made to the reader, The total average membership
does not mean that each pupil in that number 1s responsi-
ble for the aggregated sbsencej it merely shows a group of
pupils who ineclude individuals who are responsible for the
aggregated absence, The average membership is not affect-

‘Ibid.. Pes 35



TABLE I

DISTRIBUTION OF THE AVERACE ENROLLMENT, AGCREGATED AB~
SENCE, AND DROP-QUTS AT BOOKER zs WASHINGTON SCHOOL,

CALVESTON , o . 17T
Daya
Absent Accurate
Avereage Aggregated Drop- Before Aggregated
Grades Membership Absence Outs Dropped Absence
Low
First 37 1083 4 101 082
High
First 36 606 6 70 536
Low
Second 35 139 8 30 109
High :
Second 36 247 3 21 226
Low
Third 37 106 8 15 91
Hiih
Third A 33 505 2 25 480
Hi
Th%?d B 36 526 5 51 475
Low
Fourth 33 149 10 44 105
High
Fourth 39 711 4 65 648
low , : N
Fifth 34 337 4 48 289
Hi
Fifth A 28 282 0 0 282
fHigh
Fifth B 34 508 2 52 456
Low
Sixth 37 ; 374 3] 57 317
High
Sixth 34 ais2 a2 35 o7
Low
Seventh 31 275 4 46 229
Totals 520 5980 78 860 5320

ed by the drop-outs, but it is necessery to check with
each classroom teacher to determine the number of deys

absent the drop-outs contributed to the aggregated absence.

7
/
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This study is 1imited to the non-attendants® ineluded in
the average membership at the end of the 1941-42 school
year,

Table I chows that the sehool had an average enrolle-
ment of 520 pupils and an accurete aggregated ebsence of

5320
Considering the view-

Statement of the Problems

points thus stated, this study seeks to answer the follow-

ing general questlons, namelys:
1. What are some of the factors contributing to non=-

_-":' attendance at Bocker T, Washington School in
e Galveston, Texas?
= E ae To what extent do these factors affect
-t S
- S attendance?
32
> be How can the factors be identified and
& classified?
-,
o
-

Purpose of the Study:
1, The purpose of this study is to seek some of the
contributing factors that are affecting the at-
tendance at Booker T, Washington School in Gale

veston, Texas,
as To identify and classify the factors for

the improvement of attendance,

lRules end Regulations, op. git., Pe 30,
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Scope of the Study: In the public schools of Galvese
ton, "Puplls who are absent four days in four consecutive
weeks without unevoideble excuses or causes are to be re-
ported by the prineipasls to the director of public school
attendence,"* There have been 54 cases of non-attendance
reported from Booker T, Washington School during the
school year 1941-42; these chronie cases are included in
the average membership stated in Table I, After extracte
ing 54 less chronic cases of noneattendence from Booker T.
Washington School during the school year 1941e42, the two
groups of chroniec and less chronic cases are compared for
determining some of the contributing factors which cause
noneattendance, The total number of cases of non-attendance
included in the study are 108,

Need for the Study: In 1941-42 Booker T, Washington
School's attendence report shows 5320 absences, (See
Table I.,) The teacher's attendance reports attribute poor
health, truency, moving from one school district to anoth-
er, and working, as causes for none-attendsncej but the re-
ports do not show to what extent each factor affects at-

' tendancej they do not show how the factors are identls
fied and classified, Since the report lacks these impore
tant itemes which mey prove beneficial in the improve-
mom:'o_f attendence, this study mey be of some importance,

——

1Ibid,, P. 30



Source of Datat Information pertaining to some of
the factors which affect ths attendance at Booker T,
washington Scheool in Galveston, Texas has been secured,
Date were ecollected from the fellowing sources:
1, Perscnal interview with the director of publle
school attendance in Galveston,
2, The attendance files in the prinecipal's office.
3, Personal interview with the local probation officer,
4, Persondl 1ntorv1walw1f.h teachers of non-attendant

pupils,
54 The administered HenmoneNelson Test of Mental Ability.
6+ Personal investigation of one hundred and eight cases
of noneattendance by the use of personal history
blanics,

Presentation of Data: The sources from which these
date have been secured are being presented in the order
in which they were given above,

From the personal interview with the director of
public school attendance the number of cases of non-ate
tendence, and some posgible factors which ceuse non-ate
tendance were found to serve as basic date for this atudy.
Some of the basie factore that cause non-attendance ares
brokon homes, truancy, and poor health.

fln securing basie factors which c_aﬁso non-atten=
dance, 54 cases of non-attendence were secured: twentye



{,(

j/bovon of these cases had been investigated by the publis*j
| sehool attendance department, Twenty-seven cases were not

investigated by the attendance offiecers,

After collecting 54 cases of non-attendance from the
public schools' atteﬁdanoo departnoht, the writer mede a
survey of the prineipal's attendance files, and 54 cases
of non-attendance were selected at rendom and checkedj}
they were divided into two groups, the chronic cases, and
the less chronic cases, This study will treat fifty-four
chronic cases and fifty-four less chronic cases of none
attendance in the analysis of some factors affecting
attendances

. The 108 cases of non-attendance were checked with
the locel probation office to secure the number and na-
ture of juvenile offences,

The files of the pbigaipal'a office directed the in-
vestigator to the teachers of the chronic and less chronie
cases of non-attendance, There were fifteen teachers who
contributed data for this study, (See Table I.) The
eclinie or classroom health records were observed to secure
the health status of each case of non-attendance,.

Fifty per cent of the number of cases of non-atten=
dents found in each classroom were given "The Henmon=
Nelson Test of Mental Ability," for the purpose of con=
trasting the menteal ages and I. Q.'s of the chronic cases
with those of the less chronic cases of non-attendancts,



end to check the mental capacity of the noneattendant
with his grade :Lovol.

Method of Procedure! 3

A, Information secured from the classes in Teble I:

1, The chronic and less chronic cases of none-
attendance will be extracted,

2s The low and high division elasses will be
consolidated into singular grade groups,

3+ The absences of each grade group will be ex~-
tracted in proportion to each case of none-
attendance within the group., The absences
will be toteled for the purpose of securing
the av‘orage ebsences for each person in the
grade group.

4, Fifty per cent of each grade group will be
given the HenmoneNelson Test of mental abilie
ty. These non~attendants were selected at
random by the teachers of each group.

ae The chronological an_d mental ages of each
case in each group will be totaled and
divided by the number of dasos in the
group to obtain the average chronclogical
and mental ages of each group,
(1) To determine the retarded non-atten=-
dants,
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(2) To extract the number of cases
of non-attendants with I, Q's
below 90 and then compare them
with the non-attendants with I,
Q's of 90 and above, The purpose
of this procedure is to further
determine the effect low intel-
ligence has on attendance,

Be With information pertaining to truancy:

1, The average days sbsent of non-attendants who
are truants will be compared with the average
deys absent of non=attendants who are not
truants to determine the effect that truancy
has on attendance, :

2+ The findings of truancy in this study are to:
be compared with factors found in previous
studies to determine if the effect on atten-
dance differs,

Ces Information secured from personal interviews with each
of the 108 cases of the non-attendants were recorded
on personal history blanks, This information will be
presented and interpreted in Chapter III, The items of
the personal history are pertaining to: '

1, The history of the child's femily 1ife

2 Health status
be Educational status
2, History of the child's life to date



a, Health history
be Educational history

3, The child's present condition

a, Health condition
be Sccial adjustment
¢e EBducationel adjustment

From the informetion on the personal history blanks:

le

2

3e

L

The failures and their absences and the none
faillures and their absences of the total 108
non-attendance will be compared to determine
orroef fallure has on attendance,

The number of puplls vho were 111 during the
school terme 1941-42, end those who were not
111 will be ecompered, The purpose of this
comperison 1s to determine whether pcoor
health 1s a fector affecting attendance,
Those pupils who bhad favorite games and
those who did not heve favorite gemes are to
be compared to determine the effect the lack
of directed pley at school has on attendance,
The number of non-gttendants wit: beth pereats
are to be ecmpered with thoce with one or
both perents dead or absent from the home,
The purpeese of this comperison is to detere
mine the effeet broken homes have on atton-
dance,
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5. Pupils who had members of their immediate fami-
lies greaduated from elementary schools were com=
pared with those who did not have members of
their families graduated from elementary school,
This comparlson is to determine the effect of the
lack of education in the family has on attendance,



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF PREVIOUS SIMILAR STUDIES

generel Studiest The fectore affecting echool ate
tondence ave virtuelly unlimited, These factors concern
pehool theory and prectice, social problems, cconomic
gonditions, end physical status of students, The literae
ture on all kinde of factors affecting attendance 1s very
extensive, The writer points out, without apology, that
his review of previous studles will be limited to those
fectors thet are to be compared with the basie factors
thet are affecting sttendance at Pooker ¥, Washington
School in Galveston, Texee. ‘

Considoring the environment of the noneattendents 1s
en importent epproach, Risen® peintes out in his study, on
the relation of leck of onme or both parents to school
progress, thet the school 414 not carry records of pupils
with one or no perent, Fis ctudy undertoock to find omut to
vhat extont such lack s a vitel factor in school progress,

of 1625 pupils who enswered questionmneires, 235 or
about one out of seven lecked one or both parents In the
hamoj with record to the parents loat, of the 235 pupils
lacking & parent, 62 per cont leck fathors comparod with

lonofz.ackofomoraoth

)--r;.—‘-.s-&—:. LAy e AL LAl
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20 per cent who lacked mothers, The percentage of pupils
who lacked fathers for the reason of death, 20,8 per
cent, is over five times as great as the percentage of
those who lacked mothers for the similar reecson, 3.8 per
cent, Of pupils who lacked one or both parents, 50 per
ecent of them live with their mothers alone, 16,66 per cent
live with a step-parent, and the remaining 16,66 per cent
lived with various other personss.

Risen* concluded that there appeared to be some re-
lation between retarded school progress end the lack of
one or both parents in the home. The lack of one or both
parents in the home affected the child's intelligence
quotient unfavorably, increased the amount of overe-age=-
ness, inereased the number of fallures in school subjects,
decreased the likelihood of children becoming leaders in
the school community, increased the pupil's chance of be=-
coming a special problem case for the school counselor,
and hed some slight effeet on his health,

Risen's® findings indicated:

1. Child acecounting system should include a record
of the presence of the lack of one or both pere
ents in the home.

2, This record should be corrected annually,

3, FPuture study should be made of his stndy.

11bid., pe 531.
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4, Teacher should be made aware of the pupil, who
lecks one or both parents, in order to promote
the progress of the schools

Since Risen found broken homes affecting the child's
nealth in his study and sinece health has been recognized &s
a basic factor affecting attendance in this study, health
might be of some significance to this study,

The State's compulsory school law pleyves en importent
part in school progress, It makes provision for puplls who
cannot attend school, This study 1s interested in pupils
who lack one or both parents, who do not comply with the
exemptions of the compulsory schocl lew, and who have been
absent four consecutive days without leavej they esrec clage
sified as non-attendants,

Johnson® finds thet trusney and non-attendence are
serious handicaps to normal development of the child in
schools end society of Chiecago, Fllinois.

The statlsties pertaining to intelligence quotients

of truants generally show average I, Q.,'s of 75 to 783
other statistical data regarding truants show that
truante are from one to four years retarded in 80 per
cent of the cases, tho 4 per cent are sbove normal
for their ages, Tﬁo median age is 12,6 years, Only
50 per cent to 55 per cent of the cases show both par-

ents 1living together in normal home life,

Sociolggical studies of delinguency and crime,
emphasize the emotionel, envirommental, parental, and
educational factors of a person's life sz dominent in-

William H, Johnson, "Problems of Truancy in the
Chicago Schools " i .

; ¢ Socilet Volume No. 1168
Mey 15, 1937, pb. St dcelety, y y
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fluences for good or 111, Thus it 1s evident that
the greater the number of cases of truency pre-
sented in one generation, the better the chances
are for favorablepconditions under which children
will be reared in a subsequent gonorngion end less
likelibood of their becoming truants,

If cases of truancy were dlscovered, sand case studies
were mede to prevent trusney, 1t could be provented be-
fore becoming chronic,

Martin® found in his study thet the ceuses of none
attendance reverted to a study of individuel pupils, Many
of the causes are indirect end not specific, The data for
his study were secured from the gradusting class of 1940
of Alexander Hamilton Junior High School, Houston, Texas.
The purpose of his study wes to present certaln aspects
of some causes of non-attendance in order thet the Case
worker might work more intelligently with individual pu-
pils, This study revealed:

Puplls whose parents recelved an eighth grade
education tend to be absent less frequently then
pupils whose parents did not reach the eighth

ade school, This showed that the more educated

he parents, the more regular in attendance

will be the i1s, This conclusion is further
substantlated the significant biserial r of
.42 with a standard error of .02 (the correlation
is 31%n1r135n£ if 1t 1s four times the standard
error ).,

Further study showed that there is no rellable

difference between the absences of pils whose
I. Q.'s are in the upper one-third (105.2) per

1Tbid., pPre 671-672,
PEdward Ds Martin, "Some Ceuses of Non-Attendence in

the Junior High School,” School end Society, Volume LV,
No. 1413, January 24, 19427”i$ﬁ'IIU=III:'" y
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cent of the group, end pupils whose I, Qe's are
in the ;1mr ono-&hird 04,5) per cent': o§ the

groups
Bragelton® made case studies of high school girls
whose absences exceeded the average number of absenges for
the girls in schools The purpose was to reduce the exces-
sive absences in cases of particular girls by discovering
the cause pecullar to each case, The study covered four
semesters separately, The average number of absences for
the girls of the school for each of the four semesters
was determined. Case studies were made of 305 girls whose
absences exceeded the average number of absences for the
girls of the school, The girls studied were classified
into five groups on the basis of similarity in causes of
absence. The causes of absences discovered were glven in
percentagest: illness,; 59,5 per éont. cases requiring indle
vidual adjustment, 19,3 per centj truancy 12,5 per centj
work 5,9 per cent and trips 3.0 per cent,
Turning to the factor of the child's intelli-
nce, we find ourselves unquestionably faeing
it e R e, T
Pedagogical standing is dependent upon intel-
ligence, and the high correlation between the two

is often set up as one of the main tests of sound=-
ness of any me for the measurement of intellis

A idtt p. 111.

: 'Qulonbho Bragelton, "Exceasive Absences of High School
Girlgi . symm Volume XLII, No, 1, Jenuary, 1931,
PP =00e



‘gence,

Grade standing end intelligent standing by
no means run perallel, part:lz because a number
of factors other than intell genoo have a et
deal to do with pedegogicel standing, but there
is no sinﬁle factor that has been shown to have
anything like es high a correletion with peda-
gogical ege as has mental age,

A considerable percentage of children have a
mental age less than their chronological afe.
end they are in danger of being pedagogica ly
retarded. Children who have once failled in a
gado because their mental ages have been below

e requirements, elthough they still grow men=-
tallyj in the course of years, they make other
grades, and will tend to fall farther and farther
behind., Thelr mental guotient tends to remain
the same, but their mental rotardatign measured
in years, tend to increase with age.

In & recent study mede by the United States Office
of Education, Washington, D. C.® on the decline in ele-
mentary school enrollments and problems of school organ-
izations, 1t was found that 39,3 per cent of the school
buildings in 506 cities of 10,000 pepulation and cver,
are more than thirty yeers old, end that such bulldings
do not contain euditoriums, gymmesiums, and fecllities
for nature study, shop work, art, music, play end recrea=-
tion, dramatics and motion pictures, From thls evidence
1t was concluded that new elementary school builldings are
needed in meny cities in order to provide proper education-

gl facilities for children of the present day,

lyalter Sumners Nichols, "Meet the Need of the
ical Child in the Elementary School," Master's Thesis,
w soog.&ni 1937, pe 27,
fed States Office of Education, Washington, D, C.
"Decline in Elementary School Enrollments and Problems of

School Organization," The Elementary School Journal, Vol-
ume m. Humber 2’ 1l s Pe .
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The above study may be indirectly importent to this
gtudy., The scheool in which this study was made was com=
pleted in 1938; it is equipped with the identical facili-
ties stated in the above paregreaph,

sullenger® endeavored to point out in his study a few
of the salient social factors that seem to be the most
obvious in the general analysis of 1,741 casesj this is
the total attendance recorded by the Board of Education
in Omaehe (1931-1032). A more detailed enalysis was made of
130 cases selected from this total, It was noted that 25
per cent of the cases were 14 and 15 years of age,

It was found that more than 80 per cent of a

up of truant children who had been studied by

e psz.chologiat ranged from dull or backward to
definitely feeble-minded, If these data have any
gignificance, it means that such cases require
special attention end definite anti-soclal attitudes
are not to be allowed to develop in socletyj espe~
ciau{ is this true when we find ghnt 90 per cent

of delinguency begins as truancy,.

It was interesting to note in Sullenger's findings
that 30,6 per cent of the attendance cases were from fore
eign homes, while the foreign-born constituted 13,4 per
cent of the total population of the city. Indirectly, %
these data are significant to this study becasue a percent-

age of the cases found in this study were born in Louisiena,

iparl T. Sullengsr, "Some Sociel Factors in School
Non-Attendance," School end Society, Volume 41, Number
1052, 1935, pe. .
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The parents of the pupils and some of the puplls can
herdly speak English. They speak broken French,
Occupations of the parents were obtained from the

130 casesj semple cases studies in more detail of

this number were made, Forty-two end three tenths

per cent were either unemplo or had to rely on

the earnings of the mother, The next high percent-

age was found to be laborers, with 21,5 per cent.

Bullding trades constituted 5;1 per centj Salesmen,

4,86 per centj Shoemekers, 3,1 per cent, and Truck

drivers, 3.1 per cent, The remainder was reproegnb

ed by some 30 different trades end occupations,

The chief cause of non-attendance at Omaha werenon-
cooperation of the parents or leck of home supervision.
This might be remedied by bringing sbout a better relation-
ship on the whole between the home and achool,

Berme jo® reported the following as the chief causes
of lawful noneattendance: (1) illness of the child, (2)
illness of family, (3) lack of elothing, (4) death in the
family, aad (5) work at home. For unlewful causes of none
attendance he reported these as chief causes: (1) Truancy,
(2) parental negleect, (3) work at home, (4) illegal em=
ployment, and (5) outeof-town visits,

A study® of 1120 Chicago boys and girls who gave rea-
sons for absence 1indicated that 48 per cent was due to the

sickness of the child, Work at home, the next highest cause,

1garl T, Sullenger, "Some Soeclal Pactors in School Noh-
Attendance,” Sechoo m& yy Vols4l, Nos 1052, pe. 240,
P, V, Berme Attendance Service in Amer-

PrEe T :

icen Citles, Menasha, SCONes 2
Igzso.mb 95‘990
Edith Abbott and S, P. Breehim'idgo, Truancy and Nom-
attendance in Chicago Schools, University oI “Chlcago rress
y Po e
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nommrwlammcormmmu.nuhotm
m&ningmon accounted for less then 1/2 per cent to
Vporoont.Amoyofthﬁmmmmt
physicel dlsability ceused SO per eont of the non-atten=-
dence, poverty caused 26 per cent, mental aisebility
caused 15 per cent, end broken homes csused 10 per cent,

1t hes been shown in this chapter that brolken homes,
the lsck of one or both parents, poor health, 1llness,
truency, unexcused ebsences, fallures, and the lack of
educetion among members of the family are dominent fage
tors affecting school attendence.

lnormwnmcrm amw
studies, the writer will attempt to enelysze some of the
fectors affecting attendence at Booker T. 'uh!ns_ton
School in Celveston, Toxeas.



CHAPTER III

ANALYSIS OF SOME FACTORS APFECTING ATTENDANCE

Scope of Non-Attendants Who Contributed to Factors that
Affect Booker T, Washington School's Attendance

TABLE II

THE DISTRIBUTION OF NON-ATTENDANCE EXTRACTED FROM THE AV~
VERAGE MEMBERSHIP, WITH ggncns AND AGES FOR EACH

Days' Average

Cases of HNumber Amlgo - R i
per onolog
Ages

Non-Atten- of Ab- Absen

Grades _ dants gsengces person

Third . A 96 13,71 " 945
Fourth 27 413 15,30 10,63
Fifth 43 586 13,63 11,98
Sixth 21 328 15,67 13,05
Seventh 10 283 28,50 14,48
Total 108 1706 15,79 12,07

In extracting the cases of non-attendance from the
total average membership,(See Teble I, page 3) it is no-
ticeable in Table II that the first and second gredes are
eliminated, This study will not include those gredes for
two reasons: Some of their ages do not fell within the
state compulsory school laws, and the mental tests for
those grades are not available for this investigation,

Table IXI shows the number of non-attendants in each
grade, the number of absences for each grade, the average
number of days absent for each person in each grade, and
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the total of 108 cases of non-attendence with 1706 abe
sencess On an average, easch of the 108 pupils has been
absent epproximetely 16 deysj the average age of the 108
pupils is approximately 12 years.

The reader should keep in mind that each non-atten=
- dant mey attribute absences to one or several of the face
tors discussed in this study, It iz further intended for
the reeder to realize that the secope of the non-attendants
and their absences are limited to the school attendance
lews steted in the introduction of this study., The exemp=-
tions of compulsory attendance have been given due cone
sideration in order to exelude those pupils who can come
ply with the exemptions,

The reeder must bear in mind further that the sbe
sences of this study are tebulated and stated in related
proporticns to the factors they affect, That is to say, a
person may be absent only 10 days and attributes the same
10 days to several factors affecting attendance at the same
timej this is poesible and highly probable in this study,.

TABLE III

Age Number Of Pupils
To- Under Nor- Over

O 5

1 5 21
1 11 31
2 3 16
0 2 8
2 SN
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The age six is the normal age for entering the first
grede at Booker T, Washington Sehool in Galveston, Texas.
8ince this study combines the first and second semester. .
six up to but not including seven will be considered the
normal age for entering grade one, Since Table III does not
show grades one and two, the normal age 1s eight for en-
tering grede three,

Table III shows 81 pupils or 75 per cent of the 108
non-attendants are over-age for their grades; they may be
econsidered retarded pupilsj four pupils (or 4 per cent)
are under age or accelerated, and 23 (or 21 per cent) of
the non-attendants are in the normal grades,

TABLE IV
RETARDATION AS A FACTOR %crma ATTENDANCE
Under Ages Over Ages

Average Aver-
Number of Ab- Days Abe Humber Ab- age Day
Pupils sences sences of pu- sences Absenc-

Grades Gredes pils es

3 0 0 0 3 5 72 14,40

4 1 14 14 4 21 410 19,52

6 1 7 7 5 31 390 12,58

6 2 19 Qb 6 16 255 15,93

7 0 0 4] . 8 00 11,37
Total 4 40 10 , 81 2217 15,03

Teble IV shows a comparigon of under-asged or accel-
erated pupile and their ebsences with the over-aged or the
retarded pupils, Teble IIT showed 4 pupils under age and
8l over agej; thils evidence show that there are 20 cases of
retarded pupils to every one case of accelerated pupils,



Teble IV further shows that the 4 accelerated pupils
ave sbsent 10 days eachj the 81 reterded pupils are ab-
gent, on an average, 15 days eachs

Since 75 per cent of the 108 noneattendants are re-
terded, and the evidence previously shown, the writer con-
eludes without a guestionable doubt that retardation is a
factor affecting attendance in this study.

One of the most commonly used methods of determin-
ing the emount and extent of retardation is by meens
of an ags;-grado teble, which reveals the number of
persons erage, overage or normel for their grade,

. This essumes that all pupils should stert to school
. ebout the age of six, and complete a grade a year
through the 12 grades, Fallure of promotion, enter-
ing school at ages older than six, and non-atten=-
dance cause over agemess, while entering school be-
fore the age of eix and grade skipping cause under-
ageness, Both indicate cases of mlaﬁ?natmmt, the
cause of which cannot be M?minod by an examinae-
tion of an age-grede table,

Because irreguler attendance is such an important
cause of re tion and ultimate elimination from
school, because the irregular pupils become such a
drag on the class on account of what he has missed,
end becsuse truancy and terdiness are bad habits and
tend to undetermine the diseipline and morals of a
schools it is important that the prineipal, give cere-
ful attention to the matter of attendance. :

While the poverty of parents, sickness, and & de-
gire to put children to work are common causes of abe
sences from school, these are, after all, not the se-
rious causes, ghay can gemaily be easiiy removed -
or controlled.

igliwood P, Cubberley, Q, Prineigal and His School,
Houghton Mifflin s New York, s Pe .

®Rudyerd K, Brent, and Hemry H. Kronberg, Prineiple

gf seoow M\I;sation s New York, McGraw-Hill BO =
? » - . ;
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The purpose of Table V is to show the results of the
Henmon-Nelson Tests of Mental Ability of fifty per cent of
the 108 cases of non-attendance in this study, Twenty-
seven chronic and twenty-seven leéss chronie cases of non-
attendance took the test,

Turning to the factor of the child's intelligence,
we find ourselves facing the main ceauses of failure in
school in so far as these causes lie within the ehild,

TABLE V

DISTRIBUTION OF 54 CASES OF THE103 CASES OF NON-ATTENDANCE
WITH THEIR AVERAGE, I. Q.'S, MENTAL AGES AND GHRONO!-OG-

dants t:k- Awr e chron

Humber of i.ng Mentel  Avereas ~ logiecsl
Grades Attendents T 1. Q.78 Age
Third 7 3 89 8 945
Fourth 27 13 7933 949 10,63
Fifth 48 21 89 104,04 11,98
Sixth 21 12 83 10,92 13,05 -
Seventh _10 g es 4}1‘;8 14,48
Totel 108 56 84,11 20,15 11,29

In each grade or group of non-attendance in Table V,
it is noticeable that the average mental ages are less
than the average chronological ages, These pupils are in
danger of being pedagogically reterdedj "ehildren who
have once falled in a grade, because thelr mental ages,
have been below the requirements, so in the gourse of



years they make other gredes, and will tend to fall
farther and farther behind, Their mental quotient tends to
remain the same, but their mental retardation measured in
years tendsto inecrease with age,”

Table V shows an average I, Q. of 84,11, an average
mental age of 10,15, The above paragreph leads the writer
to believe the non-attendants are retarded.

Considering the dull and retarded as of all de=
grees of brain power above that of the imbecile and
up and that of the normal child, what potential
possibilities of discontent, rahm and crime lie
in this group} Twe things above all others will
save children of the c¢lass from becoming failures!
the will to control themselves and the consclouse-
ness that they_can succeed when they have used their
best efforts, * :

Success in schoolwork should be made ssible for
these children though it be a2 suecess in limited
undertaki.gﬁa for there 1s a vast difference between
failure confidence in self that comes from a
modicum of successs A mind filled with the spirit of
success is not a stagnant pool breeding noxious
thoughts ,® ,

It has been estimated that ten per cent of the
school budget for this country is svent in re-
teach children what they have been taught once and
failed learn, Nor does e expense involved under
the usual grede system of teaching retarded chile
dren with normal children end there, In a survey of
of the prison inmates who made normal or sccelerated
progress when in school, there were over seven who
were retarded, None probable, has unzh:onec tion of
the economic lost to the commmmnity vidual
lost of self respect, and the ms& ustments that
have resulted from past attempts e children of

varying 4 es of retardation keep pece with normel
ehildrenss

iNichole Walter Summer, Meeting the Needsof the Hendi-
capped Children in the nomenm'ggh_IooJ—l‘u'%‘o“r's_mos 8y
scon . .
- e D, inaoop. e the Dull Retarded

Q:_.gldron, 1930, p. 1.
ddes Pe 11,
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It is true that many g\xpila fouad the courses of
studies beyond theilr mental capacities and eliminat~
ed themselves or were eliminated by constant fallure,
In a junior high school in Pasadena, out of 2,393
pupils only 8. per cent had quotients below 90,
although pupils with I, Q.'s below 90 may and do
finish school, A curriculum can be constructed which
is adapted tg the needs and abilities of those of

low ebility.
\ " TABLE VI
AN Ke&-exmx ANALYSIS OF 27 CHRONIC AND 27 LESS CHRONIC -
) CASES O{ HON- ATTENDANCE
3 . =
X Less Chronie Non-Attendance
‘Number X, Q«'s My Ae Co A, Aver- Aver- Aver- Num-
of Pu=~ Average Aver=- Aver- age age age ber
plls age age Num= Over Un~ puplls
: g:r Age g;r w
ys ©
_ Ab=- Grade
Grades sent
3 2 78 7 9 11 1,80 © 0
a4 4 D6,76 0,80 10,85 11 . 1,2 © 0
5 13 00,8 10 1le3 9 2 (¢} 3
6 7 85,66 10033 22,33 11,33 4 0 2
7 2 105 13,50 12,50 6 P § 0 1
Total 27 20 10411 9,07 D292 1,90 © 5]
nic Non-Att gnee
3 1 00 8 <) 28 1 0 0
4 ] 7188 7,88 11,66 2388 4,50 (4] 3
5 9 T77:99 9,77 18 20,77 2,57 © 2
6 5 82 11,33 18,83 23,33 2,883 © 0
7 3 i e 7 13,33 43,33 2 -
Total 27 78040 0,48 12,25 25,20 2,80 0 6

Table VI shows the following enalysis by comparison
of 27 cases of less chronic and 27 cases of chronic non-

TRudyard K, Brent, op, cit. p. 180,



attendance,

1.

2

Se

4,

Se

This enalysis shows 27 less chroniec ceses with an
average I, Qs of 90 and 27 chronic cases with en I,
Qe Or 78, This evidence shows the lowest I, Q.'s
renge emong the pupils with the most frequent ab-
sences.

In both groups of non-attendants the average mental
age is practically the same,showing 10,11 as an aver-
ege for the less chronic and 9,48 as an averege for
the chroniec cases, |

The chronologicel age of the less chronic cases on
en average 1s 9,07 years, The average chronclogieal
age for the chronic cases is 12,256, This ghows that
the average chronic non-attendant 1s spproximstely

3 years, older than the average less chronie none
attendant,

The jess chronic non-gttendant is ebsent approxinate-
ly 10 days whereas the chronic non-attendant is gbe
sent 25 days, This shows that the average chroniec
non~attendant is absent approximately 3 days to the
less chronic attendant's 1,

The enalysis further shows that the average less
chronic non-ettendant is 1,90 years or approximately
two years older then the age grade limit whereas the
average chronic non-attendant is 2,90 or epproxie
mately 3 years older than the age grade limit, which
indicates that the more frequent the absences occur



the greater the retardation,

6. The loss chronic non-attendents nor the chronlc non-
attendants have any case of under ageness,which
shows thet there is no case of acceleration in elth-
er groupe This is probebly due to the fact that these
54 ceses wore selected at random,

Te Ea&h group has 6 pupils in the normal grade limit,
this fact is of minor significence to this study.

LOW INTELLIGENCE AS A FACTOR AFFEGTI]G ATTENDANCE

TASLE VII

A COMPARISON OF NONeATTENDANTS g%Tﬂ I. Q.'S BELOW AND ABOVE
TR AT RS S
Number of  Pupils With I.Q.'s Pupils With T.Q/s
Non=At~ Below 90 Above 950
Grades toangEgA ences piis
Third 3 0 0 3 57
Fourth 13 4 64 9 194
Fifth 21 8 122 13 161
8ixth 12 2 19 10 192
Seventh _§ 3 82 2 80
Totai 54 17 287 87 664

The purpose of Table VII is to show that out of 54
cases of non-attendsnce, 17 have I, Q.'s above 90, and 37
pupils of the 54 cases have I, Q.'s below 90, Considering
the evidence thus stated, 1t 1s unquestionably shown that
the low intelligence 13 a contributing fector affecting
attendance, This evidence has been previously sﬁown or
discussed, under the subject, Intellectual Status of
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Hon-Attendants, in this chapter,

The term educationally exceptionsl children shall
include all ehlldren %ir" ?% “and under sixteen

ars of age, who, because -of mental or physiecal
g:mionp, are 1non£nblo of receiving proper bene-
fit from ordin nstruction, and who, for their
own, and the soc n% welfare, need spooinl educa~
tionel provisions, ’
FAILURES AS A FACTOR AFFECTING ATTENDANCE
The purpose of Table VIII is to show the per cent of
failures among the non-attendants of each grede, and the
per cent of failure in relation to non-failures of the

total number of non-attendants.

TABLE VIII

A COMPARISON OF FAILURES AND NON-FAILURES AMONG 108 NONe-
ATTENDANTS WITH THEIR ABSENCES AND AVERAGE PER CENT OF:

ABSENCES 1
NoneAt= Failures : Non=Fallures

tendants Pupils Absences Aver- Pu= Ab-  Aver-
age pils sences age

per per
Grades . cent cent
Third 7 2 60 29 5 36 71
Fourth 27 10 209 37 17 204 63
Fifth 43 20 323 46 23 263 54
Sixth 21 15 254 71 s, S 29
89venth A0 9 05 90 1 90 10
Total 108 56 041 52 52 %765 48

Table VIII shows that 56 non-attendants who have
failed one or more times were absent 941 times, and the

%;Benjmin Oreenburg, Guidence of Childhood and Youth,
Pe .
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non-attendants have not failed were absent 865 times,
Teble VIII further shows the per ecent of none-attendants
who are faillures inereased with the asdvanced grades. The
per cent of non-fallures decressesas they advance in
gredes, This indicates that non-attendants who are faile
ures tend to drop out of school as they increasse in grades,
Considering both groups, the failures and non-fail-
ures of non-attendance as retarded pupils, one cannot over-
look the evidence that 52 per cent of the 108 non-atten«
dente are falluresj they contribute 55 per cent of the
1,706 ebsences.

Problems involving mental hygiene can be solved,
They must be interpreted in terms of the teachiug
situation, the fup mist be bridged between what is
known about children elinically and what happens in
their dailg routine, When added to all the other
modern problems, mental hgﬁiono ngpliod in educa~
tion looks like & large order, but it is no larger
than the challenge ch misunderstood children
now present to_intelligent and progressive educa-
tional system.?

. Dr, Graves' answer to the question = Is there any
infallible way for prevent fallures of pupils in
school, says, yes, by adapting the achool absolute~
1y to the child end not the ehild to the school.
Even in a school for mental deficient children, a
program of activity and learning processes can be
;riinSOG gnd supervised so that there will be no-
allures.

Dr, Greves' statement may be considered an excellent
suggestion for the tuturg as far as this study 1s cone

‘Harry J, Baker, "Mental Hygiene in Education”,
Journe% of Education Research, Vol. XXVI, No. 9.pp.689-691
ward J. Jonaa& Survey of Pupll Maladjustment in
gheélaahington School”, Master's Thesis, Wisconsin, 1936,
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gerned, beceuse the evidence shown 1s pointed toward Mr,

Summers' expression in Low Intelligence as a Cause of
Pailure in Chapter II. Seemingly the puplls are kept baeck

with like capaclties.

with
ures

fect

One hes to reeslize thet these children will be
unable to master much of the conventional curricu-
lum under even the moest favorsble circumstances, and
that other elements can be learned only litornliy

years of painstaking effort and trouble. The
adaptation of the work to these people should be
preceded by a thorough snalysis of the conventional
curriculum to isolate those relatively few skills
that defective children reelly cen end must leern,?

In some cases the cause of the trouble lies
in the home, the great source of irregular atten=
dance, though, lies rather in the school itself,
Statistieal studies have clearly shown that the
majority of puplle leaving school before completing
its work do so because of a leck of interest in the
school itself, To the truant the school work lacks
interest end vitality, the companionshlp found in
the school end on the play grounds does not appeal,
and often the upper grade work at least 1s not
well adapted to his needs.®

Since "pedegogical standing” has a great deal to do
retardation, and the evidence pointed out by fail-
of non-attendants, the factor fallure and its ef=-
on school attendance is further substantlated,

The acedemic work should be spread in rather thin

doses over the school program, The children should have
specific instruetion, end their training should meet
their needs and interests,

3, L. Prossey, Psychology and the New Education

Ppe 28-29,

®Ellwood P, Cubberley, 2loc. cit.



TRUANCY AS A CONTRIBUTING FACTOR AFFECTING ATTENDANCE
The tabulated information shown in Table VI is the

result of 18 cases of non-attendents secured from the Di-
rector of Publie Schools in Galveston, Texas. These names
were checked or found listed on the files of Mr, T. O0'Con-
ner, Probation Officer, for one or the ' other following
offensest: truancy, delinquency, misdemeaners and fel-
onies. Each of these cases was reported for truancy.

| It was discovered that several pupil drop-outs were
listed on the probation officer's files, but since these
non-attendants were eliminated from Teble II, the informae
tion has little aigniﬁoanéo to this study.

TABLE IX

DISTRIBUTION OF TRUANCY AMONG 102 CASES OF NON-ATTENDANTS
WITH THEIR ABSENCES, AVERAGE DAYS ABSENT, AWD PER CENT OF

ABSER .

Non= Truants Non-Attendants

Atten~ —Average  Per cent Not Truants

dents Pu~ Ab< " ‘Days “ “of &b« " "Pupll Abseénces
Grade ils sent  Absent sences
thiréd 7 © 0 00,00 . 0.0 7 06
Fourth 27 3 .. 86 28,66 . 27 24 327
Fifth 43 6 116 19,33 55 37 470
Sixth 21 4 166" 41,450 3.7 17 162 -
Seventh 10 6 152 5040 4,6 5 131
Totel 108 18 520 28488 1645 90 1186

Table IX reveals that approximately 17 per cent of
the total 108 cases of none-attendance are truantsj this
percentage represents only 18 cases of truancyj it also
reveals that the 18 cases of truancy contributed 520 abe
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sences or 30 per cent of the total 1706 absences of this
study. On an average, cach truant was aebsent approximate-
1y 29 days. The non-attendents were absent on the average
of 15,79 days eachj this evidence shows that each truant
is absent approximately twice as much as the average non=-
attendant, Table IX further shows 90 puplls who are not
truants, they contrtbu(to 1186 of the 1706 absence,

This discovered evidence in Table IX vividly indi-
cates that truancy is a factor that affects the attendance
at Booker T, Washington School in Galveston, Texas,

There are two perts to the problem of aschool atten-
dence - one is the enrolling of all the children of ele-
mentary ages as far as this study or school 1s concerned,
and the other is that of keeping those enrolled 1n regu=-
lar attendences

Despite the fact that the eompulsory attendence
gtatute is in force in Texes, approximately 21 per cent
of the average membership are non-attendants, Table II
shows 108 pupils out of 520 ere non-attendantsj it is
generally be].ioved as shown in the evidence of this study
that frequent truancy or chronic non-attendance is the
first step toward initiation into a career of orime, In
checking the 108 cases of non-attendence of this study
with the Galveston Juvenile Court records, Mr, O'Conner,
Probation 'Otﬁaor. reported the 18 cases of truancy in
this study had been arrested for mischievous acts,
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Previous studies of delinquencies and crimes empha-
size the emotional factors of & person's life as dominant
influences for good or 111, The cases of truancy present-
ed in this study reveal the néed of a file in the prin-
eipel's office, to keep case histories of truants, so that
children reared in & subsequent generation will be less
likely to become truants,

TABLE X
ABSENCES DUE TO ILLNESS COMPARED WITH ABSENCES NOT DUE TO

Wumber of = Illinois Not Due to Illness

Non=At=  Pupils Absences Pupils Absences
Gredes tendants :

Third 7 2 10 5 86
Fourth 27 2l 200 6 213
Fifth 43 27 203 16 383
Sixth 21 ¥ e 124 10 204
Seventh _10 9 28 1 215
Total 108 70 605 38 1101

Table X shows that 70 non-attendents contributed 605
ebsences due to illness, This represents 65 per cent of
the total 108 cases of non-attendancej 605 ebsences repre-
sent 35 per cent of the total 1706 absencesj 38 nonwate
tendents or 35 per cent of the total non-attendants did
not contribute absences due to illness, The 1101 absences
are due to other factors affecting attendance,

The above data reveal that more pupils were absent
due to illness among 108 non-attendents then those who
were not absent due to illness, From the above stated
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evidence, one is led to belleve that poor health among
non-attendants 1s a vital factor affecting attendence,
In 2 previous stetoment in Chapter 1II, Some Causes

of Absences, 59,5 per cent of the absences were due to

1llnessj this previous study contributed health as the
most vital factor affecting attendance,

In a report by the Research Division of the
National Educational Association entitled "A Bile-
lion Dollars Wastedj" fisures were furnished the
Adjutent General of the United States Army
22,40 per cent of 1,340,623 men were rejected e
United States Army {n the World Wsr for physie
disabllities, Aecording to the report, many of the
causes of rejection were preventable or controlla=
ble, In view of these findings, how great is the
economie loss to the indivtduai and to the state,
how much of the joy of living has been wiped out
because in cases of school and the home did
not cooperate in an intensive constructive pro-
gram for heslth education,

ir agg oné person more than another rust have
good heelth, 1t ie one of whose mental faculties
work slowly or ere below normel, Such a person
must depend largoly upon physieel endurence in
earning a livelihoods It i1s of paramount importance
that heslth education be given time when teaching
retarded children than the usual curriculum proe-
vides, Health should be stressed in all the study
and play asctivities of these chlldren. There are
numercus egencies and socleties that will assist
the teacher in aas;iing out & health program,

Whet to eat, and nk, the prevention of dilsease
and accldents, outdoor and indocr gemes, a love of
the great open, and a joyous, sll-conquering oute
look are some of the outcomes that should follow
from health education, Children should come to
feel that the joy of living ss well es the abllity
to make a living, depends largely upon the best
Health possible to each indlividual,

*Annie D, Inskeep, Oop. clt. PP. 3-4.
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The above suggestions are of basic importance in the
improvement of the health of the retarded non-attendants,
THE LACK OF DIRECTED PLAY AND RECREATION AS A FACTOR AP~
FECTING ATTENDANCE AT BOOKER T+ WASHINGTON SCHOOL IN

GALVESTON, TEXAS

RBvidence has been shown by the United States Office
of Education® that buildings are needed in order to proe-
vide proper educational facilities for echlldren of the
present day. The purpose of Table XI 1s to show that a
newly constructed building with proper equipment, with-
out 2 director of pley and recreation, elds in the con-
tinmuous deeline of elementary schools' enrollments.

Table I in Chepiter I substantlabtes thls statement
by showing 78 dropeouts during the school year of 194le
1042,
| TABLE XI

COMPARISON OF PUPILS WITH AND WITHOUT FAVORITE GAMES AND-
IHEIR ADSENCES Axond '

3

22 209
8ixth 21 i1 225 10 103
Seventh _10 6 164 4. 2119
Total 108 53

1084 55 622

iunited States Office of Education, loc. cit. p. 81,
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It is generally known that all pupils like to play,
but it 1is shown in Table XI, that 55 non-attendants out
of 108 could not mention or did not have a favorite game,
The 65 pupils, or about 50 per cent of the noneattendants
who did not have favorite games, contributed only 622 ab-
sences or 37 per cent of the total 1706 ebsencesj on the
other hand, 53 pupils or aspproximately 50 per cent of the
108 non-attendants, contributed 1084 absences or 63 per -
gent of the 1706 absences. This latter group knows defi-
nitely what types of games it would like to play.

This study is mede in & newly equipped school. Or-
geniged play snd recreation have not, up to this perioed,
been directed, .

The lack of directed play or recreation has en ef-
fect on non~attendance, This is the result of the stated
evidence, Less than 50 per cent of the 108 non-attendants
were sbsent 63 per cent of the total 1706 absences,

The streets are not a desirable playground from

point of view, True, our social consclence is
stirring itself to prov{do more parks, playgrounds
and recreational centers, and recognizing rights

of other people's children to a place in which to

play, but muech remains to be done in providing
faciiltio- for pluy%g

From evidence shown in Table XI, the writer feels

M, V. O'Shea, The Child, His Nature and His Needs,
New York, The Chil n's ation, s Pe 04



that the streets are not a desirable playgroundj the
chronic cases of non-attendance are 53 pupils, who are
absent approximetely two days to the less chronic cases
one, The less chronic cases have no special or favorite
geme while the chronie cases have favorite games,

Supervised play has a definite plece in the school's
progrem to interest pupils who have favorite games and
to make suggestion for those who have none,

BROKEN HOMES AS A OON%MG FACTOR AFFECTING ATTEN-

TABLE XII

COMPARISON OF NON=-ATTENDANTS WITH BOTH PARENTS AND NON-
ATTENDANTS WITHOUT ONE OR BOTH PARENTS

Non-Attendants Without Non-Attendants With

One or Both Parents Both Parents

Grades Puplls Absences Pupils Absences

3 5 71 2 25

4 16 155 11 258

5 18 335 25 251

6 15 259 7 69

7 ) 135 i 148
Total 58 855 50 851

Teble XII shows that 58 cases out of 108 cases of
non-attendance are puplls with broken homes, but the data
revealed 1s of little aignifican;se to this studyj Table
XII shows that the 855 days contributed by the 58 pupils
with broken homes are fractionally above 50 per cent of
the total amount of absences, On the other hemnd, 50



pupils with both parents contributed approximately S50
per cent of the total 1706 absences,

The information thus received does not reveal sat-
isfectory evidence as to conclude that broken homes are
econsidered a factor affecting the attendance of Booker T,
Washington Sehool in Galveston, Texas.

In similar approasch, Msurice L. Risen,® a teacher in
Alexender Cooke Junior High School in Philadelphia, Pemn=-
sylvanie, found substantiated data among caucaslians to
gshow that broken homes are a& ceuse of non-attendance,
This probebly indicates that undiscovered elements of
factors affecting attendance may lie between the two
groups of people, or factors that affeet attendance among
one group of people are insignificent to the other group.

The contrasting elements stated in the previous
paragraphs and the velue of the relation of the two stud-
ies reveal the necessity of a further study on the anal-
izetion or some factors that affect school attendance in
relation to two different groups of people.

The Leck Of Education Among Members Of The Femily As A
Factor Affecting Attendance

In this study of relationship between the non-atten-
dant pupil who have end have not members of their fami-
lies to greduate from an elementary school.

*Meurice L. Risen, loec. ¢it. p. 228,
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TABLE XIII
COMPARISON OF PUPILS WITH AND WITHOUT MEMBERS OF THEIR

FAMILIES GRADUATED :&0! Anmg:smnm SCHOOL AMONCG 108

Non= Atten- Family Members Pamily Members

Grades dance Graduated pid NHot cr%to

Pupils Absences age  Puplls sence age

3 7 0 0 0 7 96 13,5
4 27 10 128 12.8 17 285 16,76
5 43 18 179 9,80 25 408 16,8
6 21 10 141 142 1 187 17

7 10 0 0 0 10 283 28,3
Total 108 38 447 11,78 70 1850 18,47

Table XIII shows that the lack of education in the
family contributes to pupll absencesj it reveals the fole-
lowing: 38 non-attendants out of 108 of the cases in this
study have one or more members of their families graduated
from high school or eollege. They are responsible for 447
absentees, and the average days absent for each noneate
tendant are approximately 12 days. There are 70 out of
108 non-attendants who contributed 1259 ebsenteesj these
non-attendants do not have any members of their families
a graduate of en elementary, high school, or college, The
everage days absent for them are 18,47, .

This study shows that where members of families
(fathers, mothers, sisters, or brothers) have not gradu-
ated from elementary school, the more puplls have the
tendency of becoming chroniec cases of non-attendance,



CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The factors found in this study were discovered a-.
mong 108 non-attendnnts,”‘ho had been asbsent 4 consecu=-
tive days or more without leavej they are responsible for
1706 absentees of the total sccurate aggregated 5,320
absentees; (See Table I,.) approximately 21 per cent of
the pupils in this sehool are non-attendentsj they are
responeible for 32 per cent of the total ebsentees,

The average age for each pupil in this study is ap-
proximately 12 years oldj on an average, each has been
absent 17 days. See Table I1I.

By use of the age grade table for 108 pupils,; 81
pupils or 75 per cent were determined as being retarded.
Four pupils or 4 per cent accelerated and 23 pupils or 21
per cent ranging in the normal grade limit,

From the Henmone-Nelson Test of mental ability:
gredes 3 to 8, the I, Q.,'s and mental ages of 50 per cent
of the non-attendants were determined: the average I. Q.
is 84, the average mental age is 10 years old, the av-
erage chronological age is approximately 12 years old, and
they are on an average approximately 2 and one half years
retarded,

Fifty-two per cent of the 108 non-attendants are
fellurest: they contribute 55 per cent of the 1,706 ab-

sences,
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Despite the faect that the compulsory attendance laws
eve in Teves in Texas, approximately 21 per cent of the
average membership are non-attendants, Table IX reveals
that 18 cases of truancy econtributed 520 absences or 30
per cent of the total 1,706 absences of this study.

Teble X shows that 70 non-attendants contributed 605
sbgsences dve to 1llness, This represents 65 per cent of
the total 108 cases of non-attendanceé.

In this study 55 non-attendants out of the 108 did
not have favorite games, The 55 pupils, pr about 50 per
cent of the non-attendents who did not have favorite
games contributed €622 absences or 37 per cent of teotal
1,706 absences, Fifty-three pupils or approximately 50
per cent of the 108 non-attendants who kmew the type of
games they liked to play contributed 1,084 absences or
63 per cent of the 1,706 absences,

Out of the 108 non-attendants 58 cases are pupils
with broken homes contributing 855 of the total of 1,706
ebsences, Fifty pupills with both parents contributed 858
or approximately 50 per cent of the total 1,706 absences,

This study hes 38 non-attendents out of 108 cases
who have one or more members of their families graduated
from elementary high school or college. They are respon=
sible for 447 ebsentees, and the average days absent for
each non-attendant are approximately 12 days.
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CONCLUSION

This study gives anelysis, comparison and contribute

ing fectors of non-attendance in the Booker T. Washington
sechool at Calveston. The factors affecting attendence have

been
1.

Se
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S

6.

7

identified and claessified es following:

By use of an age-grade table, 75 per cent of the pu-
pils in this study are retarded.

The average I. Q. of 50 per cent of the non-atten=
dents in this study is 84: this indicatlion is below
normal intelligence.?®

Fifty-two per cent of the 108 pupils in this study
have falled in one or more gradesj they contributed
55 per cent of 1,706 absences, Seemingly these failures
have been kept back with their capacities,

Despite the fect that the compulsory ettendance status
is in force in Texas, 30 per cent. of the total 1,706
absences in this study is due teo truaney,

S8ixty~five per cent of the 108 cases of noneatten=-
dance were due to poor health or illness,

The lack of directed play among pupils who have fa~
vorite games affects school sttendance in this study.
A comparison of sbsences of attendants who live with
both parent and those who had broken homes had no
significance to this study.

Ve A, Henman and M, J. Nelson, He Helson Tests
of Mental Ability, Dallas, Houghton ﬂtfgigﬁzﬂﬁﬁiiﬂif'“'“
De S0



8. Attendence is affected by the lack of elementary
training smong members of the families of pupils in
this study.

RECOMMENDATIONS

In order to reduce the factors affecting attendance
at Booker T, Washington School in Galveston, Texas, the
following suggestions might be effective,

1, The schocl curriculum should be edapted to the intel-
lectuvel capacities, interest, and needs fo the non-
attendents, as well as those pupils who are in reg-
ular attendance,

a., Increase gﬁidanoo might help to direct non-atten=-
dants into courses more suited to their abilitioa,

b, The introduction of more vocational training might
decrease some of the absences in this study.

2+ The compulsory attendance laws should be glven more
eonsiderationt to some extent, they should be rigidly
enforced,

a, More attention to truants might inerease their
interests, end at the same time decrease their
absences,

bs Closer home and school relationship might gain

. greater cooperation on the part of parents in
keeping pupils in school,

S« Non-attendants should be permitted to pursue a grade
& year and not maintain definite subject-matter
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standards as e basis for promotion,

4, Further study should be mede on the factor, broken
homes, to determine what effect it has on school at-
tendance,

5. Supervised play, games and clubs might decrease the
absences among pupils with favorite games end add
interest to those pupils who do not have favorite

£ames

By putting into effect the recommendations based upon
the data in this investigation, and keeping records of re-
lation of absences to factors affecting attendance, the
non=~attendance at Booker T, Washington ichool in CGelves=
ton, Texas might be decreased,



APPENDIX A

PERSONAL HISTORY BLANKS

Name Date Grade o
Address Telephone Ro._
Where were you born? When?
1, Fether: : ; FLERY
8y Name 3 A " Age
be Living or dead? R
¢, Does he live at Home? IT not, where?

d, Is he an American ecitizen
©, Is his heealth good?

f« What is his occupation?
g+ Is his work re ar
h, what are his hobbles
1. Give any other facts O Ilmportance about your

father:?
24 Mother: '
a, Vame Age
be Living or dead? :
¢. Doea she live at™home? If not, where?

ds Is her health good?
Does she work Ngulaﬁ'?

e
f: What is her occupation? ™ Day OF Night WOPrKk?
g+ What are her hobbles? R TR

h. Give any other facts of ImpoOrcance about your

mother:

3+ Other Members of the Household: '
a, How many older sisters or brothers do you have? -
b, How many younger sisters or brother do you have¥?
¢+ Which ers of your femily have graduated from
High school College
d. Besides your mother and rather, how meny in your
family earn money -

ey Who lives with Peésides your parence, siscers =
. and brothers? e i

4, General

a, Mow many rooms are there in the house counting,
bedrocom, bathroom as one each?
Have a bathroom?

b, How many commmnity soclal agencies aided your
' family?

5« Physical Records
a, See personal health cards (publiec schools) for




b
Ce
de
©e
: g

Pe

he

i.
Je

6+ School
s

be
Ce
de

generel health condition,
Do you have chronic ¢olds or coughs orton?
De you have ear trouble?

Are your teeth in good econdition?
what is your weigh Helght Age

Do you have or use )
Do you need glesses

How meny times have you been absent due to 1ll-
ness?

Do you g6t tired easily?

Have had a medical oiiﬁ!'if!ﬁﬂ'?boently?

If not, state the last time?
What were the results?

Life and Activities
H::tggny pupils in your classroom you don't play

What ar® the ages ol ehildren you I11ke to play
What ar® your ravorite games?

Have you ever been a leader of & gang?
The leader of & elub? Or any other or=
anization?

ow man¥ timés have you been sent to the prinei-
pal's office? home for bad eonduet
by Zour teache ;

your rests?
Have you ever failed? Teaso

e

av su

What subjects do you I1ke best?
Have you tried to make a good QFEHE'T"EEEEY'“"

7« Plans for the Future:

O
b
Ce

Do you plan to finish high sehool?
Are you interested in going to ecolle go!
What work or profession do you expec to'EiET'"
livinﬁiout of after finishi school?
nd of work are you in ereated inmowy____

et o w { you
dor’'t finish high sechool or eollogo?




APPENDIX B

TABLE IB. TEACHER'S ATTENDANCE REPORT

This report has been illed fn by 8 5th grade teacher Ip & common | MONTH .
school distriet. A teacher of s school in .1 independent district
will use Lines C5 and O6 Insteed of Lines C3 snd C4. fst [2nd | 3rd | 4th | Gth | 6th | 7th | Sth | Oth | 10th) Total
A. | Days Taught 20| 20| 20| 20| 20 20| 2| 2 18| = 178
B. I. Pirstentryoh ptllnwpubholohodm Boys 4 7 7 8 8 8 9 9 9 | - g
» Texas ;x:‘nghuo cu\ul:utsu o year, ex-
- o b vy 0 Girls 21 20 el 8| 8l 8] 8| of of =|
I3
-
= Boys I | | | | | | | | - |
w | 2. Out-of-state pupils ontenu Texas public
i schools for the first time
- Girls SO ERRSITE PR S BRI RO B | | i ] - |
=
pes Boys g| 8| 8| 9| 9| 90|10 0] =| I0
- | 3. Total (I42)
=
o Girls 7 7 8 8 8 8 9 10 10 | = 10
c. |. From snother room in the same school — - | | | 2 2 2 2| - 2
2. From another school in the same district el Rl el el B i | | || o |
3. From another C. 8. D. by a C. 8. D. in the same county - | I | | 2 2 2 2| = 2
L]
w | 4. From an Ind. District by a C. 8. D. in the same county | == | I | | | | | | —_ |
- -
+= | 5. From a C. 8. D. by an Ind. Distriot in the samo county || == | == | == | == | = | = | = | = | = | = -—
® |
w | 6. From another Ind. Distriet by an Ind. District in the
% same county — — — — — — — — — — —
: 7. From another school not in the same county but in the
State L HRSHl RS } 112 2] 2 2
8. After withdrawal or discharge (Seme achool) — - - — | | - | | | — |
9. Total (add |-8, Inclusive) - 2 3 4 4 7 9 9 9| - 9
D. | |. Pupils promoted or changed to other rooms in the same
school | | Y 2 2 2 2 2 | - 2
2. Pupils promoted or changed to other schools in the same
district — | — ! | | | I | | — |
»n
w
» | 3. Pupils having passed compulsory school age | e | e || e -] - bail s 8 - 1
n
(-]
= | 4. Due to other oauses (death of pupil, work, discharge, etc.) — 1 | I t /4 2 2 2| - 2
5. Total (add |-4, Inclusive) | 2 3 3 4 5 5 6 6| - 6
E. | Membership (B+C—D=E) l \ 14 15 16 8 17 9| 3| 23| B3| = 3
F. ‘ Aggregate Attendance A 260 (280 | 290 | 320 |310 |330 [380 (390 | 435 | == || 2,995
G. { Aggregate Absence 20| 2| 2 30 | 40| 40| 50| 60| 25| = | 307
H. : Aggregate days of membership (F4-G =H) N, . ||280 |302 |310 [350 |350 |370 (430 |450 |460 | = 3,302
l
L. | Average membership (H-+A=I) 14 15 |15.5|17.5|17.5|18.5|21.5|22.5| 23 | == 18.5
J. l Average daily attendance (F-+A=]) 13 14 [14.5] 16 [I155{165] 19 |19.5| 22 | == 16.8
K. | Percentage of attendance (F+H=K) 93% | 93% | 94% | 91% | 85% | 89% | 88% | 87% | 94%| == 91% |
L. | Number of times tardy 5 8 0 12 il 18| 24| 26 | 22 | w= 136
M. | Number of pupils, included in B3, between the ages of 6-17,
Inclusive \ 14 4 14 i5 15 15 16 17 17 | o 17
N. Numhu,ol pupils, included in B3, between the ages of 1-15.
0| 10| 1l L B ) O A 12| 13| 13| == 3
OTES:

N :—At the end of the year: (a) MMA.!.G.H.ML-(I:)W cumulative record of
N into the “Totals” column; i i
L e oolumnvlil‘lm‘bufogotho vern(g° pcm{orhnul. ,and K by dividing as indicated for each item.

|
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