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INTRODUCTIOR

This report hes been prepared to determine or bring
out the relationship of oral and written English,

This report will try to find out whether a pupil wheo
mekes a great number of errors in speaking does the same
in his writing,

The main reason for studying this problem is the
prevalence of serious grammestical errors made in hoth
writing and speaking, A child lesrns to speak before he
learns to write, He gets his speech from those about
him, It is possible that speeeh mekes a deep impression
on written English, If this is true, we want to find
how far the influence extends,

S0 far as we know bibliographical material is not
to be had, A study of this prohlem wse msde at Prairie
View College by Mies ¥, L, Glossom, and = report mede of
her study in May, 1934,

 If there is found to be = ecorrelation hetween Bpo.
ken and written Enzlish, e knowledse of the frot may
help to solve the problem of some A4fTienlties in writ.
ten English,



A COMPARISON OF PERSISTLET ERRORS
WRITTEN AND SISgQKJ»H ENGLIGH
A BUMBER OF SLVENTH A% BIGHTH GRADE PUPILS
DOUGLAS scnoox.,ogm;wmw, TEXAS

A comparison is plecing two things side by side to
bring out their relative merits, because of a real or
imagined similarity, Persistent errors are errors that

have staying qualitiesy they are obstinate, The defini.
tion is simply finding the words that are not correctly

used by children in speech and writing, and placing them
side by side to find their relative merits,

The first thing I 4id was to have Dr, C, N, Franklin
make a2 health survey of the pupils of Douglas school,
This examination was finun5¢4 by the Idle Hour Club, one

of the ladies' eclubs of the eity,
Many things were found that would meke a child dulls

but could not affect him so much as to make him commit
errors in speech,
I visited the homes of the children in different

sections to find out the condition of their home life,
I found that the children living in the squalid settler

ments, and those living in the slums used the worst Enge
lish spoken in school, There were some cultured femilies

living there on account of economical reasons, I found



the children of these cultured families made few errors
in speech, except slang, They had as great a supply of
that in their voecabularies as any other child that lived
in the slums,

I began to take aceount of the errors found in a
group of thirty.three children from the seventh and
eighth grades, I counted the errors and found eighty
grammaticel errors, not counting slsng and voealizing
pauses, as these two kinds of errors do not enter inte
the written work, All errors fell into five divisions
of written errors, These classes were as followss

Double nezetivge-

I didn't do nothing, for
I did not do anything,

¥isused adjectives snd sdverbs--

He is the largest of the two boys, for
Ee is the larger of the two boys,

The flowere smell sweetly, for

The flowers smell sweet,

Hisused oronounsge.

Give me them books, for

Give me those books,

Bach of the boys did their work, for
Each of the boye did his work,

It was me, for .

It was I,

Redundaney--

Washington he erossed over into Pemne.
sylvania,



(a) Incorrect verb: She set down} for -
She sat down, ‘

{v) Incornot tense form: I séen her, for
I saw her,

(o) Incorrect mumber: He write, for
He writes,

Two records were kept for the five divisions of er.
rors, One was kept for oral 'una one for written speech,

Btudents were selected from the seventh snd eighth
grades, There were tmty;three elghth grade, and ten
seventh grade students,

The material used for detecting errors in speech
was The Litersry Digest, Treasure Island, Wheeler's Lite
erary Reader--Book fieven, Christmas Carol snd Growth of
e Nation, The written work was taléan from Smith's Enge.
lish Grammer and Treasure Island, 4

The oral errors were taken while the children were
reading or reciting, and on the play ground, The chile
dren knew they were marked for errors, Perhaps this
made them more sareful than thq vculd have been, they
were on their guard, :

The work of observation extended from ‘:mary. 1934
to Nay 1934, :

The errors were eounted and compared,

The two chief errors were in the elass of misused
verbs in some form, and change of tense, There were



misused verbvs £8e«
I set on the poreh,
I laid on the bed and went to sleep,
I sat one glass on the table,
The outstanding errors of incorrect tonai WETCww

Have you saw my book¥
I seen him yesterday,

Some exemples of incorrect use in number werew.
¥e go to school every day,
They recites well,
. Bvery body love her,

The next greatest mumber of errors fell under the

misuse of adjectives and adverbs ases
It is kxind of ecold todey,
He sort of fooled me,

The double negative was used one hundred and fifty.
four times in speech, and used forty times in the write
ten work, The common errors wereee

I didn't do nothing to him,

I haven't got no penell,

I didn't say nothing.
These errors are given becsuse they are recorded so many
times in the oral work and in the written alse,



EXPLANATION OF RESULTS

CHAPTER II

The conclusions of this survey are shown on the fole
lowing graphs, The uutut” number of errors in both
speech and writing result from misused verbs,

Graph number one shows the oi'rorl made in speech,
The result was reached iy_ ;idiu the number of times each
pupil made the same error,

The highest point on the graph is the misused verd,
The next highest point is tho nmisuse of sdjectives and
adverbs, ZErrors are classified in the graph as, Double
negative, Change of tense, Redundancy, Misuse of edjece
tives and uvorpl. and llnlpd verbs,

Graph number two shows the mistakes made in written
work, The errors of the seme kind were added and classie
fied in the same order as the first graph, The frequen.
ey of errors reaches the highest point at the misused
verb and the lowest point at the doudble negative, The
line varies more than the one showing oral errors, This
shows a greater variation in the written work than in the

oral, This ean be seen by the following teble average..



Double logati'n % 9

Change of Tense

Redundaney 5 20
Hisused Adjective

and Adverd 58 27
Hisuse of Verbs 120 51

Each sgquare represents six posints, The line for the oral
errors was on an increase, whils the line of the written
errors had a tendency to rise and fall,

Graph number three shows a comparison of oral and
written graphs one and two, The heavy black line repre.
sents the orsl errors, and the red line the written ere.
rors, This graph shows that the greatest difference in
the errors made was in the misuse of the verb, this be.
ing 69 peints higher in the oral than in the written er.
rors, The misused adjectives and adverbs are 31 points
higher in the crel than in the written, Redundaney is
26 points higher in the orzl than in the written work,
change of tense is 11 points higher in the oral, than
written, and double negative reaches 19 points higher in
oral than in the written,

Graph number four shows the specific errors as they
occurred orally, The classification of errors is given
in the same order as in the preceding graph, This graph
shows the highest point reached in errors is the misused
verb, The lowest point reached is the use of the double
negative, The errors whieh occurred in the other cases



were closely connected,

Graph number ﬂ.yo is showing the specific errors
made in written work, The ¢lassifientions are the same
as the preceding graphs, 'nu'nnn have & tendency to
vary more than in number four,. The highest point is
the misused verb, while the double negative slmost
reaches gero,

Graph number six shows the eomparison of graphs
four and five, The heavy black line shows the oral er.
rors; the red line shows the written ones, There is
only slight variation, The misused verd sti11 hqlds the
highest plsece and the double neg=tive the lowest,

L]



CONCLUSBSION

CHAPTER IIIX

From observation I found that there had been made
an average of 86 oral errors and the save errors avere
aged 25 when they appeared in writing, These mistakes
fall under five divisions.-

ORAL  WRITIEN
Double Negative 154 40
Misused Auativo _
and Adverd - 360 162
Redundanecy 266 120
Misused verb 720 304
Change of Tense 258 194

I aleo found that children living in one locality
will have persistent errors thaet ghildren living in an.
other do not have,

I observed that more errors were made in speech
than in writing, {

There were two ceses recorded out of thirty.three
that made more written errors than oral ones, These two
had been taught in private schoolsj they had been resred
in an exclusive neighborhood among cultured people, They
read well and recited well, When asked about errors in
their written work one of them said, "I can't hear how
it sounds when I write," The fact was, they had not



10

been taught forms and uses of words, They had not bdeen
taught to choose the correet forms of speech and to ate
quire an effective use of them, They had all the defi.
nitions, but were not able to ﬂx in their minde the re.
lations and correct forms of speech,

1 found from the nurécy that there is a correlation
between speech and writing, that speech influences write
fing, I observed that children's speech comes from what
they hear, Their speech soon becomes a habit, Whether
good or bad, it reflects in thelr writing, This argues
for the fact, that children shounld have teachers that
are careful te speak correctily, as children record every
word, ’ ' '

-To tell how much speech influences writing, cannot
be done until several children of different sections be
taken, and a ecareful, uimtiﬂo survey be made on the
subject, But we find that children who meke a number of
mistakes in speech make a great mumber in writing, and
that there are more errors made in the use of the verb
than any other,

English is of no use without correct use of verbs,
It is probable that this survey showing the weakest point
to be the verb, may furnish a key to the teaching of Zu.'
lish and that improvement of speech may be hoped for soon,
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