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Introduction

.This study attempts to combine, in one book, some hints
and suggestions for good writing, baused upon sound principles
and written primarily for the Prairie View student, with a
varied collection of errors taken irom compositions, letters,
and other papers in the folders of thirtyefive Freshman Agrie
cultural students taking Freshman ¥nglish. Supplementary
material has been addoﬁ in thi form of a classified biblio-
graphy of periodicel litofatutn for the teaoching of "nglish.

In Part I a olassification of errors is given. JFaurt Il
consists of a teat dalpoood of sommon errors made by otudents
in the class, Letterewriting is given special notice in
Part III, and a claseified bibliography is given in Part IV,
The course outline will be found in the Appendix.

The writer has endeavored to give to each part the pro-
portionate spade and the kind which will perhaps gain the
attention of the average astudent.

¥o thought is held by the author of these pages that new
material 1s being added to what has previously been written
but she is convinced that many students coming to the college
have had little preparation, and that the usual presentation
of rhetorio and composition leaves many of them struggling
with strange material. It is not, however, the purpose of
this treatise to give instruction in English Grammar. It is
hoped and expected that those who take up this treatise for

guidance will have received a good groundwork in grammar.
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A CLASSIPICATION OF THE FRROR: MADE BY REISHMAN AGRICULTURAL
STUDENTS TAKING FRESHMAN ENGLICH

B . - -~

This claseiification of errors taken from rolders cuntaine-
ing all of the papers passed in by students has been made to
notu'nuy find the speoific points of weakness and the type of
errors made by students so that they may receive corrective
and- remedial aid as weéll as preventive help for other errores
and difficulties not found on their papers. A classification
of this kind prevents the teacher from becoming a slave to
text-books and from teashing impractical rules amt principles
whioh the student may not need., This is not saying that texte
books should not be used but that text-books should be supple-
mented by firet hand -gtortul whenever poasiblo..

"he slassiried errors given show the confusion and difri-
culty encountered by students in the slass, luny sentenges
in the classification may be ¢lassed under under more than one
heading but it 4s believed that the partial clascification
given here will sufficiently point out the confusion and dirfi-
culties of the students.



CLASSIFICATION OF BRRORS

I, Grammay

A. Agreement of Subjest and Predicate

i.
Ze

S

4.

5.
6.
7.

9.

10,

11,

iz,

13,

14,

15,

16,
17.

The habitas of the hen is completely changed.

Four year courses is being offered along with this
short ocourses 48 being oifered to older individual.

Today N¥egro land grant colleges plays a great part
in the advancement of Yegro Hducation.

The progress of the Negro land grant gollege in the
United States have perhaps been overiouked by many.

She fail to some up to the requirement,
She forget about the idea of being a mother.

Most of the students wants to pass and do not u9

his best,
The land grant colleges has improved in athletics.

The land grant colleges is under the direction of
a principal, who see to it that the oollege funce

tions properly.
They rugniohe. enough egge for cooking.

Sometimes a hen get the idea that she should raise
her wwn family.

Year protect us from dangers, but we should not
let this become a set behavior pattern.

¥o teacher get a thrill out of feiling anyone.
Some schools provides us with a four year course
in college, which was recently introduced for the
preparation of high school teachers,

For this reason; MNtomology and Fathology is the
moat important subject for golliege agrisulture
students,

Only four was aided by the national government.

Other disease are gontrolled by destroying insecte
that carry the discuse.



i8,

19.

200
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24,

26,
27.

30,
31.

S2.

(2)

Prairie View College oifer sourses and degrees in
the Agricultural, Home Eovnomigs, Meshaniocal Arts,
and Arts and Sgiencge Divisions.

Yhen these colleges was [irst founded the students
were against them but later they vecome to like them.

Many of us feels that they are our enemies.

Well qualified ¥Negro school teashers comes from the
Vegro land graut cvllege.

The institutions only offers special courses.

Humor and laughter has a great deal to do with one's
personality.

‘Heans of traveling at this time was plon.

She is forced to pay for her feed by laying eg:e

at the will of the farmer rather than when she fecl
like it.

People was not interested in farming.

The principles of academic freedom ©o much demanded
by professors in these was not only impractical but
unheard of emong the administrators.

The hen are laying an egg when the spirit move her.

One battory hold sbout one hundred hen and Lhere
are ten batteries in the plant,

It hold about one thousand hens.

The ideal family provide all members with oppore
tunities to develop social patterns.

T™his place were famous for the cooperation of the
Hegro Citizenship.

She eat them,
The hen today no longer stay in the sunshine,

The student of todsy are demanding instructional
leadere of power and courage.

The experimental station tell famers that renson-
able success may be obltained in I'ruit growing
Horth Texas.
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8.
39.
40,

al.

42,

(3)

The younger days of Booker 7. Ygehington was spent
in labor with very little time for recreation.

In ¥alford there lived a Capt. Rufiner.
After the prices of cotton rell he move to Mt, Byo,

Some children hae to have perfect social environ-
ment.,

She maintain it.

The purpose of the Land Grant college were to relicve
the Siggro or to bring him out of that ignorant state

. made firm in him during slavery.

43,

44.

45.

46,
47,

48,

49.

50,

5l.
52,

63.
54.

The first tﬁu is used for practice teuohing and the
other two is devoted for practice teaching.

This have proved to be gresat service in aiding the
graduates who is leaving the inecitution.

In tht-'oohOul the student gondust avout five clauss
session a week.

She usually tell him to brase up.

They marks a turning point im his 1life, and enables
him to forget foulish and frivolous things.

This make it possible for the consumer to get his
egun lresh.

Anyone who pursue a business oourao strive to be
suceessiul,

In 1910 the South and the Negro race was going
through a very dark age.

This cause a change in the teachers.

There was two land grant bill po.sed the second Bhill
was of interecst to Negroes.

The institution indulge in all kinds of sports,

¥hen one enter college he shoule be able to meet the
requirements suscessful.

Prairie View College own more land than a thousanc
agres of land,



66.
57.

(4)

The land grant gollege do not offer any pre-
professional work.

Probably every ocollege student have at sometinme had
some experiencge oif home sickness.

The teacher of college students are hishly trained

. men and women, who have ability and applies theme

61.

selves,
She no longer hustlc her feed,
She mainly want hunesty zad frankness.

The land grant college gives & degree of bachelor
of Soience, Masters degreec, and as high loctors

, degree in the rield of Agriculture.

Other problems is being cared for in some Fegro
Lané Crant Collegcs.

Prairie View College own 1,435 meres of land, of

. which 75 aores is campue land and 300 agres are

8é.
65,
66,
67,

68,

69.

704
71.
72,

73.

under faming instrustions.

The field for teachers were open under Booker T.
¥ashington'es leadersuip.

The white people in the Southern states was in favor
with the terms of the second Morrill Act.

Hampton Institute and Tuskegee was one omne of the
first land grant sohools for Negroes.

The land grant colleges has developed in apite of
handicaps.

He do not condust this spotless clean, sanitary,
-oll-equtgpod. gertified dairy merely to make money;

but to help develop a new economio philosophy for
Negroen.

If she refuse to maintain her production guota she
is oulled.

The people in the neighborhood was glad 1o see him,
Things has grown to be =z part of our everyday lile.

The average student do not take advantage 0f these
well prepared instructors,

The students gets practical traiuing in all agri-

Prean, 3 e | 2 ashe b 2e mdd



74. Books also caven time,

75, She have to lay a certain number of eggs.

76, Most of the golleges offers only special courses.

77. The white man do not think a person is oivilized

until he wears his slothes, speaks his language,
and professes his religion,

B, Verbs « Tense Form

1.

S

4.

Oe

B

7e

8,

Some of the opposers ol auctioning would stated
examples of paust incident that had happened when
vow York and other cities tried to auction and
other gountless incidents,

As I have said the poison is feed tu them in a
different manner than that feed tu chewing insects,

If T was tu attenc college next year, I woulc graduate
in May.

The land grant oollege for Eegro has shown a marked
development in that they have grew {rom a very lew
emall buildings that was used for ¢lase roums to.
more buildinge and larger ones.

Gince the range system ie not need, the poultry farms
can be brought closer to the cities,

This onused him tov move 19 another section where he
sugcceded in a tuwn called Bayou.

Leg:ntng shiould be give the proper amount of gonsidere
ation.

Thic ertificial management has enable the poultry man
to attend t0 a number oif hens with less amount of
work, and receive better prorfit.

Many years sgc no attempt were made by tue farmer to
make a profit from his hen,

Then ocome the problem of getting a teascher.
This inopire me to ¢o greater things.
A daily record is place on every cell of the hens, anc

all hens that do not come up to this standard are suld
to the market, -



()

13, To do efidcient work and hold on to the job one
should d> more than he is ask or suppose to do.

1l4. For awhile all were happy, then worry begin.
16, It roll to the front and stopped.
16. There is no other colleges.

17. There ic two officers in it and they never huve
anything to do.

18, Some of them have improve the surr. unding while
others have improve their otudy halls which is
uged by students that attends thoe college.

19, Thie schood) was gatablished for the colored race.

20, {;:trie View State College vwas organize in August

21. The plants should be well sover with the dust or

©  epray beoause the eating insects are kill ouly by
taking the poison in the stomach,

22, He was awaken by his brother.

23. It seem as i1 it continued,

24, He finally finish the school in Yest irginia.

25, He did not go home but try to find work.,

26. John help him as much as possible,

27. To-day the hen no longer soratohes, she no lonuer
lie and stretoch out in the sunshine.

28. "nile on duty don't atop and smoke or be detain by
friends talking to you,

29+ Thiv must be understood that this was provide in the
Horrill Act and also under the OSmitheHughes Act for
vocati nal edusation,

30« The hen furnish egge for all ths hotcls in town.

31. In 1934, 30,000,000 of the egus thut were eaten in
Vew York goome iyom Yest uf the Rookies.

32, This delay the laying period for several wecko.



33,

(7)

After reaching West Vipginia Booker T. Yashington
and family remain there several days.

Some colleges have hospitals whioh is equipped with

* the most lateat equipeent.

30,

She spend most of her time in Fows of metal cell of

' which she occupies one,

46,

37,
338,

As Mr, Bidwards said today, Tuskegee is the largest
schosl without a doubt im the world that were control
fully by Negroea,

There is twentyeseven buildings or more.

In order to improve your learn skill you must make

~ your books serve you better.

39.

Prairie View State Nommal and Industrial College was

 establish in 1879 by an ast af the Texus Leglulature.

40,

4l.

The land grant gollege set up in Virginia for Negroes
was name the Virginia State College.

They also reseive land for colleges under the Morrill

: Aot,

A8
43

In 1862 President Linzoln pass the bill.

There was one thing which he really had that cause
him to sugoceed in lile, that wus a deosire %0 get an

~ education, regardless of his handicaps anc harcships.

d4.
T
46.
4.

49,

504
51,

The man seem to want a white man,
The name, Alta Vista, was change.
They are bring up a family of children.

The beginning of progress of the land grant ¢ollege
come in 1880, '

The judge ask Af the father took all the child's
money .

Unfortunate, his 1life begin in the midet of the most
miserable, desolate, and disoouraging surroundings.

Booker start working to help his step Iather,

He quit the ooal mine and start working for Mra,
RMafiner.



Ce

(8)

82. Yashington work well and the next year he wos given
a Job to further his education,

53. Despite the faot that the Negroes were slaves in the
Southern states they done much to promote the eotabe
lishment of thesc inatitutions for Negroes becuuse
of the Morrill Land Crant bill in l86G2.

Agre ments - Hiscellaneous

1. The first Morrill Aot (1°71) made no provision for

racial divieions of atudent.

2. The excess in eurollment of Negro women student over
that of men has been a problem of discussion for

many years.

3. By resuding book you learn many things that were
previously unknown to you.

4« There are some thing we do not have %o look for or
greate ourselves.

5. Vashington spoke truec fact about his race.

6. All these instrustor are trying their best to make
better men sut of us tomorrow.

7. All or nearly all of Prairie View's teacher have
their respective degrecs.

8., 7To advance we must set aside a definite time for
the agoomplisment 5. each task.

9., The rest uf the five hundred dollar that were due
at the end of the year, was raised by givimg restivales,
°'{p§:§:' etos, among the white and Negro peoples of
Als a

10, There are many reason why we should pay attention to
our books.

11, After many long day of traveling they reached home.

12. I think that studying is one of lile's most esuvential
buasiness.

13y It upset the nerve and no business man shoulc have
weak nerve.

14, He should read more book, magasines and newspapers.



{9)

15, In this community the populations iz about one
thousand and there has not been a major orime
gsovmitted in thirteen years,

16; Hore student enrslled in the agriculture division
each year than in any other coursae,

17. There was 300,000 peoples theras.

17, The number of teacher that graduates from t.heso
. 4nstitutions are dnrminc.

19, The colleges are teaining student to teach the
. respestive subjests.

20, In the meschanical world she becoms merely layers
of egge working in her metal cell.

21. She has been forged t9 beoome layers of egga.
48s Uhe is 2 maghine that produce food.
23, It 18 a business to study essentials in sollege.

24, "hen a hen begin to set she iec shifted to another
+ plaoe.

28. During the disturbance her mind ic shifted from the
. spetting and she begin laying again.

26. or example: A trip tu aume place that have environ-
- ment conditions similar to thaoo at home.,

27 8he io kept until someone buy her.

28, Obstacles can be overcome i/ the determination and
will {5 present.

20, Cometime the hen get the idea that she want tJ be a
mo ther,

30, He folt as though milldons of pxn points was sncung
into his flesh.

31, She either lay them or is killed for market.

32, The Va-mngt.ans and their step-father worked here at
thece salt mine several years.

33, Yhen she mt the idea she is moved from her cell z:.
nev surroundings.
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34, He should take this job as seriously as he would if
he was going 4ato business.

36, There are things that a child or animal accustomns
themoelves with,

36. In winter, ogg produstion goes up and down with the
wveather 41 the are not protected from the culd
and Irom sudden weather changes.

37. Books are very useful bessuse they contains the
ideals of some of the best Srained men of the time,

38, There is about 2,000 hens in rows or csello,
Sequence of Tense

1. He who knows how to study and get'tbo moot out of
. his lesson with the least eflort get greater enjoy-
ment of life. :

2. 7This cabin was without window glasses and were full
0% oracks.

3.. At the time when Prairie View was lirst established
it oonsists of a board of directors included nine
members serving for a term of three yecars and
appointed in a group every two years by the governor.

4. "hen a per:on studies and make good he Lo proud of
. bhimsell,

B, I 1liked this DOk becsuse it give us the lile o. a
. Tegro.

6. Prairie View trains an individual an make it
poscvible for him to work his way through uchool,
and provide for him a JOob after graduation.

7. A good book suma ng the desired information in as
fev words as poassible and thus save you the labor
of learning by experience.

¥ronoun Cases

1, He will ald whomever applies to him for work

2. Other student decire to prepare theirselves Letter
and go tu graduste shcools for sugh preparation,

3¢ I saw theidr practiocing for the relays.
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A persom gan oontrol happiness in sosial life by
adjusting hisself to hic enviromment.

Hother and me will be glad Ior you to viasit us,
The money was divided between John and I.

Asdjeatives and Adverbs (Comfusion of the two and
wrong fom)

1.
“e
e

.

G

%
B
7.
8.

9.
10.
) §

They went direct to the dairy dbarn.
Unfortunate, I was unable to attend the gamen,

' The well was near five miles from the plant;atien.

The contests were sarried on intelligent,

You chould take study as seriously as you would any
other job.

Cne of the most simplest dusting methods we use for
potato bectles, and other insects io ashos.

I sure thank ysu for your present and I will write
you soon,

Yhen Be T¢ was large?r enough to fan fliee he was sent
to the "big house® to fan flies.

¥ev buildings has becn erected rocent,
The shoools progressed mpté.

Heo wao more stricteor an us than our last agricultural
teacher. !

Agreement oI Pronouns and Antecedento

le
e
da

4,

Host farmers never try to kill or destroy these

insects until he has seen plenty of them on his plante.

Yhen the child grows w under the wrong cnvironment
or tecohing they us runs into hard difficulties,

If the hen do not some up to the standaxd thoy ure
culled,

Yhen one becomes an adult and hes good soclal
behavior they sugceed in lile eusier.



5.
6o
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The record also dotermines the time the hen will
remain in production if profitable; otherwise they
will be sold to the market.

If one does not ap f:, these three faots they will
not make their buvincss pay.

As a person fmproves in his ability to think they
are able ts get the required information from his
text books.

R, ’_b.r

1-

e
De

da

Tust as environment afieccts animals, ahudron. plant
li/e and nutions so does it affect leaders. ;

Yrizes were awarded to the children,

Then, after a student has adjustod himself to the
oollege envirumment there are certain ctimulus which
cause home sicknesc,

Peoples glimpse the institution from traings and cars
as they paes by.

1. Yrong Use of Articles

L.
2e

e

de

“hen an hen lay an egg it rolls into a trough,
Prairic View State College is a‘ *A" oclaos college,

A land grant 2:llege is a imstituuanl for high
edugution,

They moved into a 0l deserted housece

I1. Sentence Structure

Ah. Incomplete OSgntenses

1.
Ze
Je
de

Ba

Such as Tuskegee, by Dooker 7. Wushington and dear
old Prairie View.

Congserning such relationship.
Including the vogalist as well,

The control of disease and inseol pest to be able
t: grow suscessful cropa.

During W-nu the question of proﬂd&ng a schoul



(13)

for colored children,
7. Then finally the idea of free sohosla,
8+ The largest Negr> land grant college in America,

9. UYezond, though the gredes are determined not by the
attaimment 25 resognized standards but by the osome-
pletion o/ a speoial number of units o. gurricula.

10, In spite of all the umnmistakable evidence.

1l. The history of Ameriean education and the develop-
ment of Negro land grent sclleges in all parts of
‘merion.

12, Yhile their lack of material res.urces and possess~-
ione with the shortage o elementary and secondary
schools to prepare the Nogro students for college
entrance..

15. Showing the type of people that inhabited his terri-
tary.

14, This being along about Christman tine,

15. Theve being managers of general stores in the town,

16, Sesond, the importanse of knowing how to use the
books and other materials that are tools of your -
trade or Lusiness,.

17, After several unsucgeasful attempts to secure
additional Yederal appropriations fur the Agri-
oultural colleges.

18, ¥rom slave plantation to the greatest Fegr: land-
grant oollege in America, and one 25 the largest
schools Yor Negroes in the world,

19, In any kind of bucinees to muke a sucoess.

20. It has been disgovered that the field of Liberal
Arts subjeots in elementary school.

Omisasions
1. He alvo that he shoulc use and love the Bible.

2« At that time he was willing sacrifice anything to
enter this great sohocl of learning, Hgnpton,
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3¢ Booker inspired General Armstrong and many other
during his life time,

4, e didu't anyone in town, his only oujective wasm
to enter Hampton,

Arrangement of Farts., Uplit Constructions, Mispluced
“ords, Phrases, and Cluuses.

1. They fourd the whole reason for the boy to steal
was because his father did not give him any money
after working all the time,

2. OJtwdentis were no more able to go to the various
golleges and institutions for train &s usual,

3« Then this new "marigold" was first planted out it
pra{;d to be quite scrawny, late blooming, and quite
oA Al

4y They aled told him that the cause of the stealing
wap because he was not giving the boy any of his
earnings.,

S5 DBooker Tushington's firet job in Malden wos helping
his step father in at a t fumage,

6« The other incident in the life of Yashington wus
when he was asked by Oeneral Armatrong tu agcept the
position as head of Tuskegee Institute in Alabama,

7. He sald the reuson that he was keeping the money was
because he was buying a car.

8+ The teschers in the carly stage of the luand grant
oollege did mot have degrees most of them.

9. The training of instructors was made possible in the
various eolleges, men who had specialized in the
field of agrioulture (for example) he had opportunity
to mske further study in that field-thus making hime
self more f£it for the position.

10, 50 not having surnames the slaves were given the sure
nemes oI their owners in some ouses, while in others
they were chunged to sime other surname.

11, They show improvement in all divisions and in many
Other ways for an instant libraries have be:n ehanged,
more booke have been added, whioh means that the
present situation is better than the paat,
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By apraying the plants it is more than likely %o
kill them when they abastract the julce.

As we know that in winter hens has a taendengy to
decrease in egg produstion.

That causes Negro land grant gsolleges to develop
as Tast was due mainly to Booker T. Yashington
ané his work,

A business man should try to avoid lear bhecause
when he is frighten he cannot think well.

Vagueness

1.

2.
3.

8.

7.

8.

91.

A student should make a budget for his time s0
that he can orm time equally on each subject in
agooprdingly with the amount work.

¥ith this job he could work nearly a«ll oi his board,

At the very beginaing he has two strikes on him o0
t> say, besause he is expested tu be a fallure by
many of the other races.

llg put what little olothing he had and went on his
way to Hampton,

Colleges that are offer courses in arts and soclenges
and agrisulture are divided into sestiona that ia;
the college has an agricultural department,

The writer alaso tells of different ocomsions he had
to be with Negroes he states that the Negro word is
not very much in the south when compared with that
0. the white man, :

If anyone rides along the streets o a Southern
gommunity and note the ill-paved streets and
indifferent sanitation of the Neuro quarters, an. how
they are provided for, determines what gave rise to
the origin of the Southern sshools,

It would be diffiouls to find the complete develop-
ment of Amerigan educltion, as the numerous insti-
tutions of higher learning of the Negro which were
distributed throughout the south known as the land
grant asllege.

After the ooming of [reedom there were two points
upon whish practisally everybody agreed %o ghange
their names, and that they must leave the old
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plantation for a faw days in order that thqy night
rcalxy feel pure they were free,

If they are looked over without thought dumb is
oortain.

The boy or girl that realize the importanse of knowe
ing how to use his or her tools (that is being
worked with) with the least amount of effort and in
the least time “"gets greater enjoyment ocut ol 1iife
itaelf*, likewise, the boy or girl find the same
when it oume to atudylng books.

The hen stand on grates with a rubber help under it,
which garries the waste to a barrel.

Sverything white people was enjoying in land grant
sghools, they work on the problem for Negroes until
others were originated.

The corn was put in a large sack and balance it on '
the horse in equal parts.

Ve have full acsredited ocolleges oifering only two
gourses, A, and In,

III, Diction
As Yords Confused in Meaning

1.
2,
e
4.

5
6.

7.

To often we make our studying hard because it is
not organized,

Ghe is gonsidered a muchine because o her ability
t> converse feed into eggs.

Yashington tells of the incident of the small cabin
vhere they had sort to spend the night, but left
begsause of a snake.

The evidence of this is n. .t for to see.

riret 1t effects his mentul health.

It was a youngster that had £ med the habit ol
stealing.

The Negro diesn't fair s well in a community
where there are a g00d number of whites.




He

G

D

(17)

8. Bggley in 1922 revealed a case which showed the
affect that fear had on au individual make up.

9. BSome thinge causing teachers to be without jobs
are as follows: laziness, like of application, and
immatarity.

10. Before the angel laid down the puople oI the
gomuunity went to Lot's house.

Dangl.ing Construction

1. A colored boy w:s brought before the Judge, sharged .
with stealing one dollar irom & grogcary man.

Tyrong Referense of Pronouns and Moudifiers

1. Their seem t: be in ismerioa today a meal (usth public
and private.

2. Their wesn't very oruel, compared with many others.
Collogqualisms

1. During the last degade in social work quite a num-
ber are engaging in social wurk.

%, His behavior depends upon quite a few different
thinga.

3., I am hoping that we will see one another real so0mn,

4, It use: to be 'aL time when these schools had
incupable teachers.

5, The astudent enrollment runs around one Lhousand ior
regular session and arsund seven hundred in summer.

6. T?. seo nd Morrill Aot was a 1ot different frum the
ifirst. '

7. He went by his 21d home in Vest Virginia and spent
& few days.

8., The man went vn desoribing the aghool.

9, lle heard say that thaie ebhool was established for
Hegroes.

10, She has cone this for centuries ol years.
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11, Rverything up to date requires some type of atudy.
12+ They taught loada,
13, The story goes on to tell of a missionary in Vestemn
China, who found a new type of marigold that was
devold of any odor in the follage.
1V, Capitalization '

1, Aitter Rine years had passed every southern stute hod
agreed to organize Negro land grant colleges.

Ze The institutions are sup.orted by the federal govern-
ments

3. The end oI the Yar gave rosl that negro eduoution
was an urgent problen,

4. He entered Hempton about october 1, 1872,

6. The Tegislature of Illinois Petitioned oungress in
1868 to appropriate land,

6+ Teachers of etraight edusation Students were trained
to pragtise pruotiocal work.

7s It has a Patient's Section and a SBurgioal Section.
8, This he aosoepted.

9, An aot was passed by the legislature of texaus for the
establishment and mmintenance of a school for Negroes.

104 Vear changes an Individual make wup.

11, The primary purpose of the land grant galleges of
early development was english, physieal, natural,
and egsonomio science to the NHegro youth in order
t; i::ln them to engage in the pursuits and vocations
2 Co

Vv, Hisspelled Yords

1. affored 8. orgin

2+ diteraination 9« laape

3, dirferciate 10. ingineering

4, inconveint 11, losas [lose!

6. sertian 12, thoesn

6, obstacklea 13, prineiple (prinoipal’

7. aomptent 14, aoient
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travli
teturon?ruture)
greately
reconized
golord

pend {pin)

to (too)
tword

leane (least)
preeration
munizsiple
ingorported
asparated
supretender
prejustice {prejudice)
forgotion
remaeber

no (Know)
labitories
atepta

legros
teshinal
overloded
poorely
acgomad . te
apprioated
bout

recieved
mountian
harse

bisgraphies (bibliographies)

aviable
gentlman
recgonmend
emboided
desided
pracitial
compleatly
remidy
surrisulo
exstent
sugsgessiful
emprossed
proude
stold

thier
theoritical
strenght
gotton
benifit
enspire

100,
101,
102,
103,
104,
108,
106,
107.
108,
109,

comming

for (far)
conferdengc
permited
opperatation
sighn
ginator
gegiotar
refuesed
pleseant

duing

« Wheathery
effected (affeoted)

preasure

820 :1ing

serously

destron (destroys)

ingide: ta
listerning
importont
farmer (former)
repleace
equipted
refuege
varities
rapped
liberaries
instants
baises
equiptment
¢ tees
organizd
opioin
bing
producton
impartant
noimber
noore
intrisie
begomaing
refference
gratting
Carrolina
inrollment

1l0. systemized

111,
ila,
113,
11'30
315,
114,

_disposial
benificial

_preveledge

~artifically
sigutifically
usless



117.

124.

123,
131.

137,

(£0)

reffered
dissapointed
exstablishment
handicaped
goncent
Morill

garreer
gontinuelly
belind

takened
adolescense
sgedule
eficient

bater

propose (purpose)
equaly

sucured
carelessay

.estermated

soroes ,
plain {plan)

138,
139.
140.
141,
142,
143,
144,
145.
146,
147.
148,
148,
150,
151,
182,
153..
154,
168..
156.
1587,

firthteen
uneil
homstead
inhederience
enefficient
there {their)
faculity
oponion
properasitiona
waist {(waste)
studyed
aduience
wenon

Yegroe

efford
pampihlet
feithfult
keyes

deside

uncomf table
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DIRECTIONS

This test deals with sentence structure, diction, gramatical
forms, and written composition.

Make a cross (X) sign at the end of euch incomplete sentence.
no:or-nmmntumatcmm SERTRNCRS

Dm a line through each incorrect item or phrasa of grammar,
spelling, or diction.

Some of the sentences gontain more than one error.
The following are sample exercises:
1. Matchee and kerosene to ignite the wood, (X)
2. Hassey thought Dinsh was a swedd woman,
3. Ve desidded to find the map that wus first gave us.

Humber 1 is an incomplete sentence. Fotice that the coross sign
{X) is plaged at the end of the sentence.

Fumber 2 contains an error in diction. Notise that the ingorrect
word is crossed out.

Number 3 contains two errors; one in speliing and one in granmar.
Notice that the incorrect word ie corossed out in each cuse.

Careful recading will help you to detect the errors.
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PART X

8o that I might continue my college edusation.
They taught loads.
The segond Morrill Act mas a lot different from the firot,

It is like ae if a hen gete the idea she should raise her
own family.

Do to the excecsive noise in Iyoky Hall I cannot study.
Most anyone would have l{elt the same,

Many 20lored teachers, especially teachers of straight
education,.

Booker iixed up his mind on it,

He heard a gang of men talking about it,

Study requires much time anc thanking.

Due to his determination and will he succeeded.
I wich to think you for the position, |
Everybody 46 during a dif:erent type of work.
He has been slawed by a wild beast.

For fear that you did not receive my letter or that you
have iorgotten it,

Presiient Harrison favored the plan My. Morprill was trying
to put over.

Showing the type of people that inhabited his territory.
A great deal of disturbance was going on in the barn.
He never new his father8a name.

Like in business, a otudent should gome tu sshosl because
he wvants to gain knowledge.,

The program whioch you and Duke Rilington rendered last
Friday evening at seven<thirty.
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The similarity in composition was liking to that of Chopin's,
1 remember quiet well our trip to the summer eucampment.

After nine ycars had past every southern state had agreed
to organize Negro land grant colleges.

Booker slipped up as oloet as he could to the cval mine.,

Noah new thewe was dry land,
There uliulxnpol' the soceds,.

It looks that the author was right about the destructive
power of insects. ;

%hen Booker T, had gotten t¢ Humpton, he tried to get a
J.b to b.lp him,

The weather in the South is difference frum the weather
in the Forth.

His behavior depends upon quite a few different things.
I motion that aid be granted more students.
She had done this for centuries of yeurs.

It has been discovered that the field of Liveral Art sub-
Jeote in elementary eschool,

And ever student should have at least one year ol chemistry
before completing his high school course.

During this time the qQuestion of providing a school for
golored ohildren.

He would all ways feel inferior.

The boy was before the judge for to be questioned.
The prinoipal aleo supervices over the sollege.
He was sent at the *big house® Lo fan flies.

The Bgyptians thought that the Isralites were becoming to
many in number.

I think the writer of this article was pretty much right.
Please gunsider me as an applicant of the position.
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Right then and there he made up his mine that he was

going to school.

"I am very sorry at this late date to write you on a
~matter that I neglected,

There were deficiencies in English o. which I have know

_ knowledge.
4%7..

There has been quite a bit of disturbance in the dormie
tory.

"I am hoping to see you real soon.
‘The seeds were not throwed avay.

I couid not exgept those terms,
The money was ov'only divided between my brother and I,

FART 1X

Bagley in 1922 reveals a cese that shows :n. affect Bear
‘had on un individual.

 Humor and laughter h.s a great deal t. do with one's

personality.

ALl of the water hae been drank.

¥o one will propper at mothing if he is not interested.

‘Sgmpeon awd Delilah was of different rages.

In Panjel's time there was many magisians.

He was more strioter on us than our last agricultural

“ad&‘t -

Most lermers never try to kill or destroy these insects
until he has seen plenty of them on his plunts.

I take the paper regular.

The schools ptomond rapid,

There are many people whom haven't hud the contact to
uncerstand these conditions,
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Other stucents desire to prepare theirselves better uy
going to graduate school.

The woman have played the same tricks in other cities.
Hother aund me will be glad for you to visit us.

They have either placed the students over a job or has
provided them with a position o. soume kind that will help
thenm,

I sent in a application for a position,

He chooused Fgther for his wife. ’

Yhen Ahaesuerus wss king, he sit on the throne.

This place is built in such a way where the eggs will roll
out of the nest inty a trough.

It was a youngster whom had furmed Lhe habit of stealing.

The best methed is when you use dusting for potato beetles
and ashes for insects.

There was 300,000 peoples present.

A person can control happiness in sogial life justi
hiseelf ts his enviromment, . g

The land had becn tilied for so long until it csulc no
longer produce good orops.

The king were going to have all the wise men nuea.'
I couldn®t lei nobody see me orying.

Those kind of insects are harnful.

The queen ordered both to be hang to a tree.

Him and his brother had to work very hard.

Second, you must realize the wvalue of studying in omier to
be successful in the business of study.

The semtor came frum a vlass of white people who has been

- the viotim of riots. ’

It 12 casy to see how disease cun be sprexded tie 1
of sanitatiom. p .
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The quails come and covered the caup.

The reason we should pay attention to our bo-ks is because
they are valuable.

Zach speaker had fifteen minutes for thelr main speech.

done mush to promote the establishment of these
fnstitutions for Fegroes,

The individual shom is going to muke the journey uoun.y
start making preparations ahead o: tLime,

A amy marched in the war against the people.

He showed them the place where the Negroea woulc not
receive the same amount of training as whites would
raceive.

Ag we review we tends to get a new hold on life.
Pruu were awarded to the childrens.

!xihe urriu Hagan aud later bcncd a son whom she called

The contests were carried on intelligent.
If he was to study, he would succeed,

Between wo two, this job should be taken as seriously as
a business.

::, I was to attend college next year, I would graduate in

Some golleges have hospitals which are equipped with the
most least equipment.

This dusting method is detter than spray.
fle was agk i his father took all hio money.

I do not have the money, making it impossible for me to
g9 on to school.,

The well was near five miles from the plantation.

The other inoident in the life o' Vashington wa. when he
?.t:::: ts acsept the position cs head of Tuskegee

ns -

The most simplest method is the use o ashes for the
ingects,
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He also offer suggestions for these conditions.
Statistics shows that the Neggro bas improved.
This would be like as getiing into paradise.
A principle also supervises over the gollege.

They help students to develop the ability tu test, to
prove and collest material for himsell,

Yany of us feels that they are our enemiea.

The weather has turn bad.

Few bulldings have been erested recent.

She was 80 devoted until she would mot leave.

After the prices of gotton fell he move ta Mount Bayou.
Room 17 in Luskie Hall need a dresser very bad.

I sure thank you for your present and I will write you
500% .

Yhen one posuesses good social behavior, they will succecd
in life eacier,

The reason he kept the money was beoause he was a buying
& new gar.

The people wae not cursed, they was blessed.
Tws land grant bills were past.

He will aid whomever applies to him for work,
¥y uncle called my sister and I,

Unfortunate, I was unable to attendtthe games.

Before the angel laid down the people of the community
went to Lot%s house.

:t Ju few students participating in aports at the insti-
uLion,

The reason I came %0 Prairie View was betause I wanted
to further my education,
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Students are requestod to have books within ten days
alter school start.

If ore has visited Prairie View, he can't Mlp but reel

- ite influence.

Booker mother had very litile time to give to her chile
dren,

. Many years ago no attempt were made by the farmer to

make a profit from his hen.
The examples which the uthor mention sre cul.y a few of

- RnY =

If the hen does not oume up o the standard, they are
culled.

The person of who I spesk is a oollege teasher.
The year 1910, was when the South and the logra was saina

- through a very durk age.

139.

140,

41,
iz,

163.

l4e.
145,
146,

The siok man's servants was gleaning corn.

Zet aside s fixted time each day for study and try £0

Host of the students wants Lo pase.

Having be:n introduce to you, I found that I liked you
very much.

It is not sufficient too know huw to study, ome must
really study.

They also was very angry besause they was brought from
the dessert of Zin.

The hens who are setiing should be csrefully watched.

In my laat order I ask for Squibbs mineral 311;

She usually tell him to brace up.

He intruded upo: the jews rights.

I could see no possibility of me ever getting to cullege.
The colleges have developed fast sudden.
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147. The king love Esther more than he did all the sthers.
148, They went direct to the dairy barn.
149, Corn which is planted in an unprepared field will grow

-

150. I saw their practioing for the relay.

151, Ag I said, the polson is fecd %o them in a different
manner.

158. They was going to cover the fage of the earth.

A
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SUGGESTIONS FOR IRITER YRITING

The suggestions for letter writing to be given here come
o8 a result of having mede a critical anglysis of the folders
of the segond term Preshman Agricultural students taking
Preshmn "rglish, T:oh student Was required for his letier
writing essignment to leave a satisfactory letter for each of
twelve letters required im his folder. Htudents who pasued in
letters which were graded leas than 8 (satisf otory) were
expedted to rewrite or revise the letters until they were
marked S by the instrustor.

It was surprising to note the number of times most of the
students had to rewrite or revise their papers in order Lo make
satisfeotory. Defore making suggestions, some examples of gcun~
fusion, diffioulty, snd sarelessnecs on ihe part of students
found in their letters will be given.

I, Hegdings
Brrors found in the headings o0 letiers were:
A. In Business Letters
1. Prairie wiew College
Prairie view Texas
"ebruary 28, 1938
24 Frairie View College
Frairis View, Toxas
Harch 23, 1938
3. Prairie view, colliege
Prairie view, Texas
February 25, 1938
4, Prairie View College

Brairie View Texzas
Yebruary 11 1938
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5. Prairie View College,
Prairie Yiew, Texas,
F’_}b. n. l’u.

6. “rairie View COollege
Frairie iew, Texas
Mareh 23, 19338

B. Thark you Letters, FPriendly letters

1. Box 159
Prairie Yiew College
Prairie View, Texas
Jebruary 28, 1938

I1. Inside Address (Brrors)
1. ¥r. Xary Cadmis Davis. 7.H.D,

Stillwater College
Gtillwater, ¢

2 pm..aar :. - Y.m
1893 Park avenue ,
Texarkana, Texas

3¢ ¥r. L. He Smith, and Betts
Box 129
Tarietta, Texas

4. Ceperal Rlectric Compuny
Chiolago, Illionis

5. ¥r, "b‘ & Sm.
444 East Maln 5t.,
Chicago, Ill,

60 xro hh’ m‘..

7. Hr. ‘ears Roebusk,
Dallas, Texas
Feb, u. 19:8,

8, Caolumbia Dry Cood Company
Houston, Texas

9. Buols Rats Sschool Book Depository
Sallad, Texas
{(¥ith blodk heading)
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10, ¥r. C, T, Gowis
Prairie View College
?rairie View, Texas
Hany students sonfused business letter forms with friendly
letter forms and included an incide sddress in their fﬂm
letters ard in mony seses omitted the inside address from their

business letters.

1X. Salutation (Zrrors!

1., ¥r. Johm Carter
ey Friend,

2. Dear FPrinciple:

3. Dear ¥Mr. Graves

4. De:r ¥r Graves:

5. lear Sirt

6. Dear sir:

7. Deary miss Jones:

2, Centlemen;

9o CGgntlemen.

10. m/a{&u

11. Dear Mr. Louis, {Business letter)

12. Yisg Tessiec Mge Jones.
Ngay friend.

IVv. In the boiles of varisus letters the following error
were disoovered: 5

A, 1{: ;tnnmﬂ indentati n at the Beginning af the
tter.

“Dear Sir:

Hay I oall your attention t. the paper scatte
over the campus. .

I wish you would look after the matter.®
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B. Other errors were made in spelling, grammar, diction,
punctuation, cupitelization, writing incomplete
sentences, wsing hackneyed expressions, aid poor
sentonge structure. The following will illustrate

the
i.

2a

S

d.

5.

10.

errors made.

I will apprecate anything that you ¢an do towurd
getting the noise stopped.

May I sall your attention to the paper that throwed
over the campus.

And two much molse being made going from slass %o
21588,

May I ocall your =ttention to the unessary norse
being ocarried on, on Luckie Hall doing the hours
7:30 to 8:130.

I will appreciate any thing that you can do toward
getting the noise stopped?

In replying to your kind faver for sending me the
8hdes,.

I realy appresi te your kindness toward me now
thanks a ts.

¥y 1 call your attention to the serlection when my
dream boe game hume.

I received your letter a ifew days passed it found
me weil in every way.

You can't half amagine how glad I would be if I
could see you,

I you can 40 89, will you kindly inform me
wvheather are not the position that I applyed for
will be excepted.

I have hud a great deal experence working in a
Dining Hall.

She was well please with my work,

I can serve tables and cook,

I am applying for a mathmatic position.
I incleose a pootal money order
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I hope to heme from you soon.
I receive thae living romm set, on the resent date.

1 denided that it was through a mistake and I
decided t2 oall your attention to the matier.

I saw listed in the February 18th Houston Preas
theee articles which I am sending for.

The price quoted are given in your Houston Press
February 18th,

I am enocloseing a postal money order for the
anmount, $172.00,

I found everything alright except one of ithe phirts
which 1s t0¢ small,

I received the articles which I ordered Feb. 20, 1938.

I am a major in animal husb.ndry and a minor ia
farn shope.

If you sushed your recods for the last month, you
vilzgitnd that I applied for a poslition in your
sch .

And ever student should have at least one year of
Chemistry before complete there nigh school course.

Flease oonoert the janitor concerning the maiter.

I thank the time should be inoresse from ten minutes
t95 twenty minutes.

I want to think you for giving me a palr of tan ghoes
iory my butw.

I have throught many times how hice you was %o me.

I am sure thic was due to careless paocking or ruff

handling while being shipped that. eould not probably
been hope.

You tried 82 hard to make it passable for me lrhj.h
I wvas in Houston at your home this m.

You tried 82 hard to meke it pascable f:ar me while
I vas in Houwaton at your home this suumser.
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1 am hoping that you will come to my home, Calveston,
as you promise me,

Guick reply.

I am ansious to work, because I won't to make sume
money, 8o I will be able to gome bagk 1o college this

coning temm.

rurther informstion call or write Prineipasl 7. R.
m’ .‘ 3.. V. c‘

I am 20 years of age weight one hundred and forty lbs.

I was Just looking through your magezine and I decided
to order this pressurc cuoker at omnce.

I plan to go to school thelr next yeur,

I am writing you this letter concerning the money the
shurch was supposed to send me last month.

I w11l be on the watoh out for it next week.

I will assure you that I will appreciate this gift
by not throwing it avay.

I listen tv the news you presen: everday and enjoy
it very much.

Thanking you in advasncge for your consideration.

Kindly send me the sorrect article for the one I am
r.turnhs.

I o writing you in regard to the order I reseived,
Hoping to hear irom you soon.

43..1et me hear from you at an early date,

50e Hay I hear from you at your earliest conveni noe?

Complimentary Close and Sign ture

In business letters, baving blook headings and inside
addresses, many of the following foms were found usecd
for the complitmentary close and signature.

1. Yours truly,

Ulysses Thompson
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Ulysses Thompson.

3. very truly yours
U. 8. Thompaon

¢, Yery truly yours
Ulysses Thompaon

5. Yours truly, 4
Ulysses Thompson.

6. Yours truly,
Ross Alexander.

Many stuients thought it appropriate io use Grotefully
yours as a complimentary olose after writing a letter asking
for a favor or position. Little thought scemed o have veen
given to the conneetion of the content of the letter with the
complimentary close, Oratefully yours is correct t. use, but
as applied above, it is incorrect for there one is expressing
gratitude for something not yet received.

Some of the reasons for the number 0. errors made by the
reghman Agricultural students taking "reshman “nglish vere:

1. ¥o previous experience in letter writing - admitted
by many in the class.

2. Jittle bvackground in grammar, composition, diction,
sentenge structure, and punctuation.

3. Fo training in the use of the distionary.
4, Limited vocabdlaries.

8. Pozr in spelling.

6. Lask of interest.

7. Lack of originality.
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The use of meshanio.l expressions which are likely

to be hackneyed expressions.

Carelossness and haste in work,

Absence of thought.

Confusion of letter fomms.
Jack of unifomity and neatness.

Find out the previsus experience of students in
letter writing and make divisions in the class
acsording to their experience.

Give the students instructions and drilis in

grammar, composition, diction, sentence siructure,

and punctuation.

Require students to own a dictionary and have them
it to slass daily to look up words they onre-

les misspell or use.

Dyaw a list of the words the students communly
mis < ard of others they should use and have them
study it,

Constantly require studeuts to write to compare
their letters with other will written letters and
have them revise original oopies in class.
Enoourage interest and enthusissm in the giass,
Hove students make a astudy of hackneyed expressions.

Require and demand special preparation and neainess
of all work.

Continuously test students and give imdividual aid
to make them more thmhu’nl. about their work.

1;:111 mmw to clear all confusion of letter
orms.

above suggestions were used and carricd out t. aid

the studen & in writing letters. MNuch improvement was mede.
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¥ext, the letter writing assigmment required by students
to complete satiasfactorily will be given and will be followed
by a model letter for each letter required.

Letter Triting Assigmument

Fach student is expested to get om file a satiafsctory paper on
each of the exercises listed below, This means that your paper
must be.r the grade of 8§ and must be filed in your folder. The
exercises may be submisted separctely or in groups. In any case
they should be in on or before Oct. 4., 3By "should be in" is
meant that they must bear the instructor's "S* signifying

approval.

1. "pom en AgrioulSaral, or Home “gonomics, or "ngineering, or
Fursing, or Teacher's professional magazine, seleet some
article of merohandise and write a letter ordering it.

Z. From a newspaper, select some store which has on advertise-
ment several items of merchandise. Yiace an order for

awvsexdral of these items. (Do not seleot a mail srder house,
that is, such fimms as Sears Roebuck, or Hontgumery Yard,
sto.) Be sure to give the name of the paper in which you say
the advertisement, the date of issue ol the paper, the page
number on which the advertisement appeared. List items
properly. Gtate how you wish the merchandise ship ed and
how it is toc be pald for.

5. Assume that something was unsatisfactory upon your reseipt
of the order indiouted in assigmmeont 2. Register your scome-
plaint and ask for adjustment on the matier. Remember that
courteey is always in good taste and that ol.pity is
easential, :

4. rom the "nol Rats School BHook Depository in Sallad, Texas,
order your supply of textbooks for this semester.

5« Yrite a letter in which you apply for a position of teacher
in somes sshool.

6. Assuming that you have not heard from your letter of appli-
sation, address a "followeup” letter to the same agency or
peracn,

7. "rite & letter in which you ayply for finansisl help in the
vay of a scholarship, or part time job.
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Toc ssme publio offiocial, editor of a paper, pastor of your
church, or principal of your school, addrecs a letter in
which you state some griev.nse, or call attention to some
neglected matter, and ask for mdhl astion on your

grievance.

To the principal of thie oollege, address a letter i. which
you state some griev:nuge or oall attention to sume neglested
matter, ad ask for remedial aotion. Remember that clarity
is essential.

Upite a letter thanking somedady for a resl [avor or kind-
ness you have recently rececived.

“rite a letter of commendation on some radic broadosst you
have heard,

¥rite an intimate or friendly letter to an acQuaintance

which you have recently made, and with whom you wish to

become more closely attached. Note: The air or tone of
such a letter must be neigher too familiaur nor too stiff
and hollow.
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IBTTER X

Box 713

Prairie View College
Prairie Yiew, Texas
March 3, 1938

Corning Glass Torks
Corning, New York

Dear Sir:

Flease send me the new combination set ol Pyrex ware,

¥o. 450, for %4.50 ae advertised on page 137 of the Go
Housekeeping Magazine. The set inocludes the following:

Pie Flate « 9 in. diameter

Double Duty Cassersle - 1 qt. size
Percolator - 6 cup size

8ix Custard Cups - 4 oz, size
Utility “dsh - 12 5/8 x 2

Flease send the set by insured parcel post immediately.
1 am enslosing a money order for $6.00 to gover the oost of
the set and the cost of shipment.

Yours truly,
Bvelyn Feul
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IBITER IX

Box 715
Prairie View College
Prairie View, Toxas

Blagk Brothers Furniture Co.
Houston, Texas

Dear Sirs:
Flense send me the special offer as given in the fourth
section of the Houston Chronigle, Friday, Harch 9, 1938:
Automatie Bed 212,35
Simmon's lunerspring '
Hattress -7
Both for 217,98

As stated in your advertisement, I shall expect you to
include free the six-plece bath set and that all tne goods
shall be shipped prepaidd, :

Yours trauly,
John Allen
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IRTTER 11X

Box 713

Frairie View College
Prairie View, Texas
Harch 12, 1938

Black Brothers Purniture Co.
Houston, Texas

Dear Girs:

I am peturning the sixeplece bath set received Mareh 13,
1938 with the arder of the automatic bed cquppod with a
Simmon's wcsrﬁs mattress. The set was badly ;nm adiu
Stained when it resched me. :

Flease send me another set in return for this one
immediately.

Respeostiully yours,
John Allen
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IRTTER XV

Box 713

Prairie View College
Prairie View, Texas
February 3, 1938

Tnols Bgts School Book Depository
Sallad, Texas

Deur Sir:
Please send me the following bosks:
1. Method

2e ;

3e 8

Flease send the books by parcel post. I am enclosing
a chesk for (19.24 to cover the comt of books and carrying

gharges.

Yours truly,
Hargret Louder
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LETTER V

3619 Hagvana Street
Pallas, Texuas
June 5, 1938

Frincipal L, V. ¥illiams
Booker T, ¥Yashington High Schoul
n.uu._ Texas

Dear ¥r, Tillloms:

Please consider this letter zs my applisation for o
position as teasher in the Boosker 7. Vashingtéon High ichool.

I graducted from Prairie View State College, May 23,
1938, with the Degree of Bachelor of Arts. y

¥y first teaching preference is “nglish, my college
major; my second preference, History, my minor. I have o
Tair knowledge of athletics and musie. I play pieces of
medium difriculty on the plano end have had experience in

I did a full semester of practice teaching in the
Pragtice School at Frairie View College under the direction
of Hrs, 'm“ Booker.

Yor references concerning further qualific:tions anc
my charagter you may oonsult the following:

Mrs, Yilliam Booker
Prairie View College
Frairie View, Texas

n’o B. Lo Sagser
Frairie View College
Prairie,View, Texas

lt’ 3. g. tﬂl’l’ﬂ
Frairie View College
Prairie Yiew, Texus
If you wish I shall be glad to some for an interview.

Yery truly yours,
Hargret Louder
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LETTER VI

- 3619 Havang Street
Dallas, Texas
June 10, 1938

Prinsipal L. Y. ¥illiams
Booker T, Tashington High School

Dallas, Texas

Dear Mr., Yilliams:

Last week, I mailed to you an uppucﬁtiu for a
position as teasher in the Bosker T. Washington High
Sghool. 59 far I have not received an angwer.

Please let me hear from ysu soon on the matter.
I am enclosing a stamped self-addressed envelope for

your reply.
Respeztiully yours,

Margret Louder
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IZTTER VII

Box 713

Froivie View College
Prairie View, Tcxas
February 10, 13538

¥r, C, ¥, Lewis
Prairie View College
Prairie View, Texas

Dear Sir:

I have recen reseived a certificate from the Commoreiaml
Department of e View College stating that I have satige
fastorily completed the presoribed courses for o stencgrapher,
I want ta te in May and & part time job will aid me
::r::: t: ocover the expenses which I am at present uncble

If there is a vacanoy, I wish to receive a purt time job
as stenographer in your o fice. However, I oan serve satijl-
fagtorily as oclerk and typlst and have had experisnce us wait-
ress in a oafeteria.

I wigh you would consider my applisation for a rt time
Job. I anm enclosing an addressed envelape ror your ﬁply.

Yours very truly
Beatrice Al.ound;r
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LETTER VIII

3610 Jeniis Avenue
Houston, Texas

Chaf rman

Strect apd Yridge Commiocsion
City Hall

Houston, Texas

Pear Sir:

I wish to eall to attention the need for an imyrove=-
ment of the street on gh I live«~-Dennis Avenue. Yhen it
rains, mué holes are fomed and water stands. The po.r draip-
age makes it difficult for one %o walk or drive on the sirecet.
The people are thus unable to sonveniently go to and £ro from
work in rainy westher.

In dry weather the bumps in the street make it inconvenient
for travel and the dust creates unhealthy conditions.

The people living on thie street are anxious that you
precent this problem to the Street and Iridge Commission.

. I shall ajpreciate your losking after the matter.

Yery truly yours,
John Doe
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LBTTER IX

Box 713

Pralrie Yiew College
Pra.rie View, Texus
March 23, 1938

Princi  al ¥ Rs Banks
Pmmnum
Prairie Yiew, Texas

Dear Sir:
This is to sall your attention to the slow progedure

whish is being used by our librarians in issaing books.
Ugually, mwu most ouvious detweem she hours
of 1:3C and 3330 Pe M.

I shall appreciate anything you may do to remedy this
situation.

Sincerely yours,
Dorothy Jackson




(48)

Iial’ Aunt Maude,

You are the sweetest auntiel How did you happen to 1ind
such a dainty dress to cend me? It fits perfectly - better
than i/ I had pioked 1t myself, It was m0st kind of you. I

hope you are feeling as happy now as I did when I opencd the
paskage m.um the dress,

"hat were you doing before you opened my letter’ orkins
bard as you usually do, I suppose. ¥hy don't you rest somotime?

I believe that I am doing well in my studies and will he

gled when sShool ends, Thes I can come to see you again.
Thanks for the dress.,

Sincerely yours,

Hargret Lauder
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LETTER XI

Box 713

Prairie View College
Prairie View, Texss
April 30, 1938

Dear *Deop Btn’t Boys”:

I wish to commend you for jour programs eash Monday,
Yednesday, and Friday over mx at 2:30 pam. A special
song that I liked on your program last ‘riday was "Come-
times I Feel Like a Motherles: Child'. The harwony was
8o beautiful thut I would like to hear it ag.in.

Yery truly yours,

Eassie L. Greer
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IRTTER XIX

3619 Havan: Street
Ballas, Texas
September 30, 1937

Pear Joyce,
I want to thank you for the enjoyable time you gave me

while I sas visiting you this summer. The visit wus most
pleasant fir me and wes one that I shall long remember. The
pioniss, luncheons, and sight-seeing parties were simply
grand! 1 enjoyed meeting your friends. They were very kind
to me.

Fleanse promise me that you will visit me nexi sunmer.
1 shgll try to make your visit with me a pleasant one.

Say something espesially mice for me to your mother and
dsd. I think they are a charming pair.

Sinserely yours,

Margret Lowler
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This thesis may prove valuable tu students iu helping them
ts dissover their own weaknesees in ‘nglish “rammar and in
suggesting to them methods by which they can overcome tliese
wesknesses. Hany students are handicipped in Fnglish when they
arrive at college and find themselves being taught by teachers
who use methods foreign to them.

A classification of errors which were taken from the
folders of Freshman Agriocultural students Saking “reshman
English. This classification should suggest .o students the
benefit they would receive from making an iadividual study of
their own errsrs. This reaction on their part would stimulate
self-cultivation in Snglish. A careful study of the classirfied
errors should aﬁ students to besome aware of and to closely
observe the grammar, sentense stSructure, diction, and spelling
they use,

The test wutah followa the clasuvified errors may be given
to the same students who made the errors at the end of the tem
to determine how welli they have overcume their weaknecses. The
test may be given to other students to fiud, if possible, the
nature of thelr weaknesses, and to provide exercises to overcome
their weaknesses.

The suggestions for letter-writing should focus the
attention o/ students on errors commonly made by the average
student in letter-writing and should scause them t. be criticzal

‘of all letters they write. The macel letters should also ald
them definitely in usderstanding particular points which they
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would not otherwise understand.
‘This thesis will prove valuable to the writer and perhaps

others in teaching students in English Grammar.,

E—
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APPENDIX

The following will be the course osutline given to
students taking “reshman “nglish st the beginning 0. the
semester.

The letterewriting ascigmment will not be given again
here. It appears in the letter-writing sectiom.

First Semester Course Sutline Egrl L. Sasser
English 113: Orammar an¢ Composition
I. AIMS:

Aims: Ggtiefactory completion of this course should enable

atudent to:

1. Show kmowledge of good form in personal and business
letier writing.

2. Show knowledge of (OJld Testament) biblical fasts and
stories.

3. Nemomsirate knowledge of functional grammar and
mechanios o English usasze by

a) Resognition of parts of speech.

b Rescognition of the sentense, labeling its parto--
words, phrases, slauses,-- and showing relation-
ship of parts by form, connesting words and
position,

{e) Correct use ¢ English idioms.

(d) ¥pedlity in punctuation.

4., DUemonstrate knowledge of fomm preparation the investi-
gative paper.

5. Show by written report fair ability to read apprecia-
tively am review items of fistion, non-fiction, and
autopiography.

6. Demonstrate or:l delivery, especially as regards
volume control, clear delivery, clear enunciation, and
go0u promunsiation.

7. lemomstrate skill in the art of conversaii.n.

II. Textbooks and other materiale:

l. YEBSTER'S COLLECIATE DICTI NARY, ¥Fifth edition, ¥erriam
Companye

2. Ygoly Bible, Authorized Yersion.

3. A ¥riter's Mpnual by Kies and others, ¥F. 5. Crofts Co.

4. A notebook, preferably bound sheets.

5. Two menila folders, ome which shoulc sontiain at least
one-half package of notebosk paper, regulation size.
Th: endorsement un these folders should be according
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to the instructions given on the GRNTRAL INV SMATION
sheet o the departuent. :

111, This course will gover the following " JOR TOFXCS
(unite): ;

1. Letter Fr“m........QOOOI.......‘.Q... 6 wr‘m.
I1. The Bible (th.mturoi...-4..-...-.....-.13 peuwﬂ
11T, Orammar and HoohatioBe.cesve-essecccsasal periods
IV, TExposition: .
2& The Investigative Paper......... 9 periods
b) Reviews and Reports (Chiefly ;
”’lm“l literature cceccences 9 pcriod.
Y. cwnr.ltlm,............................ 3 peri“‘
VI, ZExercises im oml delivery..{Inscidental 3 periods

Petailed Schedule

Sept. 20 -= QOgt. 1 ILetter “riting
Oot. 1 Reuding Test
Ogt. 4 »= ¥ov, 1 The Bible
Ogt. 11 Theme due on Bible topie
09‘. u " ” - o °
{xt. a ” " - " -
Fov. 1 Test
Fove 3 Vacabulary Test
Nov. 8 Theme due
Fov. 15 . od
¥ov, 17 Ilast day for first supplementary reading report
¥ov. 17 Last day for first conference with the imsirustor
Nov, 22 Mideterm preliminary examination
¥ov 26 7acabulary Test
DCO. 1 T..t
Des, 3-22 ZAxposition: The Investigative Pyper
Tec, 10 ' Sample motes for Iuvestigative paper
Des, 6 |[Reading Test
Jam. 3 lLast day for second gouference with the instructor
Jsm., O "= & " supplementary reading report on
Ur FPROM SLAVERY: Vashington
Teec, 13 Submit sample veoction of Investintivwe paper
Dec., 22 Ianvestigative paper due
Deec, 27-Jan. 3 Oral delivery exercises
Jan. 5 - 14 TReviews and Reports
Jan., 17 - 21 Comversation
Jen, 24 Last day for third conference with the instructor
Jan-24 - 26 GSummary review of the gourse.

Semester Final “xamination
Memorandum: (Note: The information given here should be

supplemented by that on the GRNERAL
1IN0 MATION sheet of the department)
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ired supplementary reading for report as scheduled:

a)

{(v)

{2)

One plece of selected fiction; it must be
approved by the imstructor, HAeport due on
or before Yov. 17.

Autoblography; UP 20N SLAVERY: “ashdngton
Report due on or before Jan. 5.

“requent reports--oral and writiene- on
periodical literature.

There will be four reading-vocsbulary tesis as scheduled.
Practical work in oral delivery will consist of:

a)
b)

{8}

Hemorized inspirational verse

Organized dicscourse reduced to and delivered

from notes.

Sosialized situations for conversational purposes.

Each stuient is expected to present himsels sor at least
three conferences with the instructor during the term,

The first conference should be held before Fov. 17,
The seco:d conference Should be held before Jum. 3.
The third conference should be held before Jan. 24,



5 J R o
. > :.‘j;_‘!-
?m LGNS SEEEHLTIRE ¥

5‘ e, Wt .mu th 4836
W ﬁrx uuuw Wm s al.»

‘m e W&» am
ica u&u gm ”MW




(586)

CIASSIVIED BIBLIOGRA'HY OF PERIODICAL LITRRATURE
FOR THE TRACHING OF RNCGLIGH
The following articles were taken from volumes 91 the
JOURSAL 7 EDUCATIOFAL RESRARCH:

Anderson, Irving H. and ‘sirbanks, Grant
“Common ané Differential Factors In Reacing
VYscsbulary and Hearing Vosabulary”, Yolume XXX,
January, 1937, Pumber 5, pp. 317-324.

The article detemmines the relationship between words read
and heard, Gemetically, words are first emsountered and learned
in auditory experience anc in the course of reasding development,
the visusl forms of these words become asc-ciated with their
sounds 8o thst a sight vocsbulary based upon a knowledge of words
heard, iec gradually accumulated. It was lurther foun. that niz/wo
words which an individual learms in auditory experience are also
encountered in reading material and in time a sight vocabulary
should be accumulated which more or less duplicates the hearing
vossbulary. Thus, there isc a high correlation betwesn reading

vocabulary and reading ability.
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Borchers, OGladys “Direct vs., Indirest Hethods
of Instructiosn In Speesh”, Volume XXIV,
Marsh, 1936, Yumber 7, pp. 512-517
This article reporta the resulis oi = semester®s study
97 the direct and indirect methods of instrustion in speech.
It attempts 1o answer the question: Chould the languoge,
voice, and bodily asction involved in speech be made a topic
of olassroom discussion, or should the recitation be devoted
to subject matier only?
The entire experiment seems to show that the greatest
improvement in speech is made when speech is made the subject
of direct instruction and in courses primarily designed for

this purpose.

Engleman, ¥. ®. "The Relative Merits o1f Two urms
of Discourse Yhen Applied to Children's ‘actual
Content Reading Hgterial®, Yolume XXIX, Harch,
1936, Number 7, pp. 524-531.

This study detemines the relative merits in children's
resding materials of two literary forms. The forms of dis-
gourse ochoven were conversatiosnal and narrative-expository.

The findings of the study seen tu warrant tie conclusion
that fuotual content writtem in a conversational style deserves
greater recognition by public school officials. Mo claim was
made that sonveraational style should supersede the narrativee
expository style, but the sontention was made th.t it be given
a place along with the latter. S5Sin.e most fastual rescing

material at tue adult level, however, is in narrative-expository
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form, trainin: in habits and skills for this form must not be

reglested at the elementary level.

Burich, Alvin €. “A Method Yor Measuring Retention
In Resding”, Volume XXIV, Ostober, 1931, Fumberd,

PP 202208,

The presentation of a method is given Ior measuring

retention in resding. The proposed method forms the basis
for the ¥innesota Reading Bxsmination X3XiIX. The test
itself oonaists merely of an ocbjective exemination on the

text of & six ;age boocklet. The examination is given beiore
resding and atter reading the pessage.

1.

Ze

Se

de

5.

Guiler, "glter 5. “Improving College ¥reshmen In
Spelling®, Yolume XXIV, Ostober, 1931, Humber 3,
" PPe 209-315.

Summery and conslusion of data:

College “reshmen vary widely inm ability to spell the words
in most common use. Jome of them spell better than the
best one~tenth of teashers in service, while others do not
possess seventh grade ability.

Harked improvement in spelling may be expected from a
technique which first help: each student to discover his own
difricultywords and then enable him to identify the crucial
point or points in each troublesome word,

¥oor spellers need tu be provided with & technique of word
mastery.

Different students may encounter different points of dirfi-
gulty in the same word.

Study aud practice should be foscused on the puart or parts
of words whizh prove most difficult for the indivicual
student .
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M: George Y. "The Constancy »f Jpelling

% Ability Among Undergraduates”, Volume 1XIV,
November, 1331, Fumber 4, pp. 303=305

This article is concerned with the nature and extent of

the changes in spelling performance during the ocoliege zourse.

¥asbe, Ethel ™A Study ol the Cunversation of Pirst
Gpade Pupils Puring Free Play Feriods”,
Volume XX1IV, September, 1931, Yumber 2,
”9 m.m.
The result is given 97 observations muade L2 show that the
aotivity ol pujyils determinie, to a large extent, the type of
speecn used, aml that certain attitudes stimulate more speech

of a social nature than others.

McDade, Jameés E. “A Hypothesis “or Yon-Oral Hecding”,
Volume XXX, March, 1937, Number 7, pp. 489-503
This is the recult of an experiment in a Chicago school
corried on to determmine the possibility of tesching beyirring
rezding without any oral reading whatever.

Vagner, Mazle E, and Strabel, Unice “Fredicting
Performance In College English”, Volume XXX,
This study determines what measures avallable at college
entrunce best predict subsequent performance in Fnglish, The
experimental group included all students - 661 men and women
students - who entered the University of Buifalo during the
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years 1925 through 1979 except transfers {rom or to other
solleges and those who “were failed out” during the first

semester,
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