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CHAPTER I.
INTRODUCTION

The Prairie View State College is the largest
teacher training institution for Negroes in the South-
west. Two commencements are held annually, at which
times many teachers are graduated and sent to the
various communities to render educational services.
The institution has made actual studies of schools
in rural communities and has made ourricula changes
designed to meet the needs of rural teuchers. Howe
ever, the results of these changes have not been gen-
erally falt in all rural communities.

This study attempta:

ls To show how the problems of the Chambers
County Schools are reluted % the ourriculum of
Prairie View College

2. To study the problems characterissic of
the Negro school of Chambers Countye.

% To determine how the various departaents
of Prairie View College w. effect a solution to
verplexing situations in various rural communities.



HOW PBAIBIE VIEW STATE COLLEGE MIGH? AID IN THE
CRAGEES coumey | O
CHAPTIR I
INTBOUCTION

The Prairie View “tate College is the largest
teacher training inmstitation for Negroes in the South-
vest. i';c olmte are held anmuslly, at which
times many teachers are graduated and sent to the va-
rious communities to render educationsl cervices. The
institution has made studies of schools in rural com=-
munities and has made curricules changes designed to meet
the needs of rural teachers, H wever, the results of
these changes have not been generally felt in all ru-
rel comnunities, ‘
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This study attempts:

1. To show how the problems of the Chembers
County Sehoole are ralated to the curriculum of P’rairie
View College.

2. To study the problems cheyacteristic of the
Negro nhooi of Chambers County.

3. To determine how the various departments of
Prairie View College may effeet 2 solution to perplex-
ing situations in various rural communitiee.



4. To offer some pertinent sucgestions that may help
to alleviate certain weskness in the Fegro rural
- 8chools of Chausbers County.
Historioal Uevelopuent of Prairie View 3tate College
In discussing thc'onlg state supported institution
for higher education of Negroes in Texes, it seemed best
to give a orief histarical development of Prairie View
~State (ollege to show how this institution has grown from
@ loave plentation to the greatest Negro Land crent Col-
lege in America and Cue of the largest schools far Negroes
in cvhe world. , :
Prairie view State Normsl ang Industrial gollege de-
pPicts the rise of the American Negre from the status of a
slave to thet of an educated amd respected eitizen Qho is
meking & @efinite comtribvution to tho.welfnro‘tnd develop-
.nnt of his state apd nation.
Prior to emsnecipation, the site upen whibh Prairie
View new stands was the slave plantation of Jared Elliaon
Kirby. The Spanish "Alta vista® wes the.name which the old
estate bore when it was ownad by the Kirbdys.
On August 14, 1878, an aect of the Fifteonth Lc.islature

of Texas was approied, part of which reads as follows:



To establich an \grieultural and Mechanieal
College of Texas for the benefit of the Colored
youths and to meke appropristions therefor,
Seetion I--Be it anscted by the Leglslature

of the State of Texas, That there shall be estabe

lished in the State at such point and in the man.

a9r provided for in this let, an Agrieuitural and

llechanieal College for the benerit of the OColored

youthe of this state,

The X¥irby Plantation was purchased for $20,000,00.
The Spanish name "ilta Vista" was ehanged to its Puglish
equivalent "Prairie View." The School was organized as an
Agrieultural and Mechanieal College, consequently, the Ne~
groes falled to attend., The result wae thet under am act
epproved by the Govermor of Texas om April 19, 1879, the
Sehool was re-organized into an institution whose primary
purpose was te trailn teacherss The School has grown con~
timuously and prospered since ite re-organization,

ie has been stated before, Prairie View College started
out as a purely Agrienzltursl and Mechanieal Jollege, then
changed suddenly to a school primarily devoted to the
training of teachers. It hae constantly attempted to adapt
its purroses and objectives to the needs of the people for
whom it was esstablished to serve. The eollege is located in
Yallsy County about forty-six miles north of Houston, Texas
on the “outhern “acific Railroad and State Highway Number Six.

In brief, the purpose of Prairie View State College under

the leadership of Primcipal W. R, Banks may be stated im these



words: "To make available to the Colored Citizens of the
Southwest -the best possible training in the fields de~
signed in the program of a Land Grant College, which are
more specifically stated as:

(a) A 1iberal educstion

(b) Voeationsl Training in Agrieultural, Home Arts,

Industrial Arts, Nurse Training and Bural =Ex-
teneion “ervice."”

Because the State of Texas empharizes the importence
of professional training for teachers in elementary and
high schools, the Department of Edwecation of Prairie View
has become the loygest teaching unit or aopa.r_tnnt in the
entire institution. The majority of studente im the school
of irts and Selences are either majoring or minmoring im ®d-
ucation and all other divisions are dependent upon this one
Department for the edusationsl training of their students.
It is found that students are encouraged to specialize in
certain phases of education such 88 Flementary Education, or
Secondary Pdueation, instead of taking courses in any and
all phases of EFducation.

History of the Burel School Problem :

Until very recently, the objectives of eduneation of
Prairie View College were quite satisfactory. The school
8rew rapldly and hundreds of younj men and women bhecame
efficient rﬂu leaders ag a result of Prairie View's superior



type of training given to them,.”

"There is & very definite need of s change in the
poliey of the imetitution becsuse of the serious problem
that has been confrontinmg sall edueationsl institutions in
the North ae well se in thl “outh and in white inetitutions
ae vell se in Negro ones.” That problem is one vouserned
¥ith Yhe educution 0f the rursl ehildren who are in the
traditional "Little Red School Houce."

Thie problem hae arisen becsuse of the deplorable con-
dftlons that ure found Lu ihe rursl schools, I{ has alse
©oume fmard‘u o1 necessitating careful amalysis and ‘
study becsuse it has been found thet most of the students
¥ho graduste from ’vairie View go to the rurel ares %o
tmi. ¥hile our eity school systems are falriy well organe
lzed, 8 new type of educstional orgonization is especially
needed for our ruval scheols end sasll towne,

ie long ue we keep myriade of smell isolated villages
and raral school districts, we will never have ntxdabtory
condltions for teschers. Teither can we have the dye
unamic, useful type of edusation such a® comuunities need.
The mattere of organisation of districts of oufficient size
and weulth to support schools sdequately are of fundamentsl
importance to hiz of our populsation. Ye cen no longer do-
pend on the ldealietic und paterunl legislation which

-T-—-: e

Houston Informer, /pril 18th lesue, 1952--Pducation Section.




politielens plan 68 & relilef to county aress, but must
iook for reforme that are helpful and lasting. Thase re-
forme muet come through intelligent education. Tha way to
prevent the depletion of rursl communitiee and to develope
vigorous eitizens therein is to maintain rupel sohools of
forece and charagter, and on the level with the ldess of
the best country people.

frairie View State College, equipped es L1t is with o o
trained fooulty, mey become & very important fagtor in
the improvement of sehoole in the rursl communities and
can do much to improve present gonditions. 7This lmprove-
ment e¢an be secomplished by offering courses in ruaral ed-
ucstlon; and by contimuing the educationsl conferences in
which county superintenients are brought face to face with
problems to be eolved which tend to make permsnent luprove-
ment in ruvel education.
Relationship of the College to Fural Sghools

pairie View has a direct relationship to the rursl
teschers of this state and for this reason should bve of
valusble service to them. ost of the rural high eohool
etudents of the state attend the college for such tyaining
as it has to offers "hem they have been gradusted by the
Bsehool, they go back to the rural community to f£ind en-
ployment feeling that they ere fully prepared to renier
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efficient service. They feel assured that what Prairie
View has done for them will enable them %o put over a good
Jjobe

How the S8School Can [lelp:=

Prairie View State College now rinds itself in a very
favoruble position to render pructicel end needed servioe
to the rural teacher so that the latter can better put
over his job as a rural teacher. The schools in Chambers
County are greatly in need of better teachors.

Prairie View has already done much to improve schools,
and eapecially the condition 5r the rurel schools. This
has been espeocially true during the last eight or ten
yearse During tiis time many courses have been added so
as 10 better prepare rural teachers. Prairis View State
College is now offering the following courses that will
essist the rural tecchers in making their schools better:

Rural Education, Rural Sociology,
Sehool Hyglene, Physical Education,
Home Hoonomics RKlducation, Agricultural Rducation,
Mechanic Arts Education.
 In addition to these, the institution maintains suoh agen=
cles as an Engineering Departasnt and an Agrioule
tural Extension Departaent.



CEAPTER II

CHAMBERS COUNTY RURAL SCHOOLS FOR NEGRORS

The writer has taught in Chambers County for several
years and ie, therefore, well acquainted with rural school
problems,

It is a lamentable faot that the rural Negro schools
of Chambers County, as a whole, are lese progressive than
the rural Negro schools of the adjacent counties: Galveston,
Harris, Liberty, and Jefferson Counties. |

There are seven rursl Negro echools in Chambers County
ulti terms ranging from eix to eight months each. In the
past several years three new school buildings have been ‘
built. Two of them hsve two rooms e2eh and the other is a
four-room Fosenwald building. Most of the distriets have
been consolidated but it 4id not mean very mach to the Ne-~
8ro echools because the Negroes protested moving their 1lit-
tle schools. Then the boards consolidsted the white schools
and allowed the Negro schools to remain as they were.

We have schools located in the following communities:
Mt. Belview, Cove, Texae, Wallisville, Texas, Hankamer,
Texas, /Anahusc, Texae, and Fagle, Tex=e. There are three
nev buildings and four in fair condition.

Chambers County is not very larpe. The geographieal

barriers cause the schools to be isolated somewhat. The
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sehools are situsted =0 w2 to osmes wuch Aifficulty in
petting to them.

The health conditions have bdeen somewhat negiected in
mony of the sehools. "rhoro are pit tallels ot onmly two of
the schoole. Only one school ha® scresns. In most in-
stances, water is obtsined from o spring or well soms dls-
tence from the sohocl. Three of the schools have water on
the enmpus, :

Tn my sehool, omphasis i@ slnced on heslth, the first
Cardinel Prineiple of Tduweation. 'any of the schools are
indifferent toward varions "Hemlth" objoctives. Come of
the schools have no playpround equipment and provide iittlg
or no type of wholesome recreation for tho puplls.

In view of the faet that Chambers County pocsasses
20mo of the richest agriculturel land to be found im ths
Uaited States, imeluding 650 rice faras, one ehould expect
to find & more progrespive type of rural oéhooh loe ted
therein., Gaa will mot 21nd proagreseive schools because
most of the population 1s composed of transignts.

Aesording to a ropﬁﬂ from the County Suparintendent's
offive, 907 of the persons that toach in the Negro Schools
of Chambers County sre from °rairie Vies “tate Collega, with
577 fvom “amnel Huston and 57 from other colleges. Thue,
we Pea What a great bearing “ralrie View College may have



on the rural schools of Chambers County. 1In brief, the
rural sehool probleme of Chambeys County sre:

1« The lack of sufficlent finance to meinteln good

schools,

%« The lack of housing andphyeionl equipment.

S: The traditionsl currienlum.

-4+ Inadequate health faoliities.

6. Poor attendence. |

Buildings should de something more than devices to
protect the childrenm from wenther while being educnted.
They chould offer such facilitiss as are condvelve to
beauty, providing health fagliities snd environneuts,
wholesome recreatiomal focliitles ee well as the necees-
ary comforte snd equipment Loy mental growth.

Seelal and ecomomlo chsnges are rapid snd the tre-
ditlon.d eurriculum 1 no longer sdequate. Henee, it
should be chenged to meet the chonging counditions, ‘ueh
out. ro.a and useloss material in our present curricule
should be eliminated,

Health programe to improve and make scoure the hesith
of the ohildren should be formed end relislously carried
out. lealth cannot be taught from a textbook, but must be
taught by praetice. The teacher should direct the children
into forming good health habite.
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Heslth Charte, ."Duuy Inspection,” Health Clubs,
Health Yeek, Clean-up Day end the playpround sre 2054 ine
centives in helping children to form pood health habito,

Several devices mey be used to oliminate poor sttend-
8nce. One way thet ie very effeotive. i2 & personal con-
ference with the child amd a visit to the home as follow-
up measure to oheck the eause, : 3

Sinee Chambers County is an unuenally nun county,
Ca bave mo mm Bupervisor or extension sgenmt. 71t mmy
be fitting and proper im this inetence to coxbine czzm.
with thoee of the emalloey neighboring connty ut geguring
the servioes of o rursl sekhool eupervisor.



CH\PTER IIl
THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS

The Department of Fducstion :

The Department of Fdueation will be digcuseed first
because it is in this field thet the mjority of students
who have chosen to follow the terching pfofclsiou do their
mjor work and further becsuse 1t is the department that
offers more to the student in the way of preparing him for
the teaching profeselon.

imeh of the retsrdation of the rural schoole i eaused
by the tezcher's Insbility to cope with the sitnations in
the rural communities. This ipabllity on the part of the
teacher cen be traced, in meny instances, back to tic weak-
nese of the institution to tyain ths individual for this
type of work.

In meny instences, . taaschers are pot selected on merit
of their work. Frequently the persomal slement enters in
ihq galection of teachers. Soms ars appointsd regardless
to:tho lack of tralning or inefficlency.

Objectives of the Department of Tducation

The Depariment of Fducation ievitelly concerned with
rurel problems. £ few of the proposed objectives for rural
sducation are given. 1In spite of the fact that wide 41iffor-

moes of opinion are revesled, most of the proposale and
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tendencles 1mply thet the elementsry school is responeibie
"(1) for preserving e sufflclentliy large ruwal popul
to supply food for the world and eustain a etendard rursl
civilization; (2) for 8iving eountry children a definite
preperation for the soolsl rod vocstional demende of Furel
iife and (35) for solving the mony neglected soolal, religi-
ous, Muaua:al snd occupationnl yrobleme of the edult
rural group.” ' These objectives demand thet the rayal
slemantory sehool ampbeelze rural opportunity, that it
eive preparation for spesifiec loesl taeke, and thet the
probleme, neels and imoroet-a of the adult and the local
c¢ommanity should determine the problems and gontent of the
rarsl ourrioulus, ' .
To Chambere County, e in the other rurel communities
in Toxes, we yeallze that the adulte are not oupeble of de~
teraining the currienlom content beceuse of the following
reanons: (1) lack of training snd (2) lsek of intereat in
the schools Therefore, 1t becomes the daty of the tieohor
to veslize the necde of the commnity and dlrect her work
in the mammer most beneflclal to tha students snd commnity,
From all that hap been eald 1t can be plainly seen
that the most signifieant proinu u"tho #hole field of
o e — T——

0. G. Brime, Fural Pduestion, Chopter XIIT, pps 271-293;
1929~-mo¥tilan Co., N. Y. ‘




rural publie education, 1s that of formulsating the curric-
ulum for the trailning of rural teschere,

¥« Be Boyd, in bis book Iousrd & Jigw Rdugation, de~
fines the curriculum to include Teverything that the ohild
does, everything that cont-ioutes to his sotive 1ife in
#chool - .11 t-2t he reads or writee, or points, as vell wue
the debutes between the children, their work of individusi
research, their group of excurzions end all theliy uttnuu."l

Ire Hareld Pugg mekes the following statement, "ve
need & eurriculum which will not only inform, but will cone
ptantly have ar 1te ideal the development of an attitude of
syupathotie tolerance and oritiecal open-miniednees. / cur-
rieulum which ie bullt cround & core of pupile’ sctivities..
Studies of their home, community, epeeial reading and orisim
al luvestigation, a constantly groving etream of opportumi-
tien for paﬂlolution in open-forum discuesion, debate and
exchange of tdc;s. is the type of eurrioulum needed at pres-
ont."t i,

"Approximately, 407 of the seholestic population of
Texae lives on farms. This means that s very large percen-
tage of our children are either attending rmall consolidated
Bchoole or are receliving iutgnouon in the traditional

F | —— B

We He Boyd, Toward a New Tducation, Chapter I, pp. 2le=23,
:J.fud As ¥nope, New York City, ¥ Y.

Dr. Harold l?ug The Child Centered School, Chapter TTI,
PDe 20-23, Worid Book Company, Wew York, N Ya, 19284



"Little Red 5030.1 House,"

"It becomes nscesesry, therefore, that those raspon-
eible for the veviston program eonsider corefully the mat-
ter of adepting the courses of study to the rural school.
It is recommended thet County “uperinteniente see that
teschers In ruysl Fehooles spend a great un of time In the
conslderation of such toples ss follow:

4+ The value of combimstion and of sltersation of

gradea,

&y The siviesdillity of Geordimsting subjucte,

Js The Imtegration or fusion of aubjeots,

4. hnﬁumntany organizing by groupe ta #tudy topies

of foglinl intergets,

Os Advanteges and dleadvantages of ‘ltormuou.

Ge Unit toashiug tn raral sohools.”

r8, Tathleen Seneon, “uperinteniaent of “cheole of
Gelveston County, in en sddrese om "Mural Conditions whick
Tale Curriculom /daptetione Neceesary” eaild, “The eehool
ia & preat Bo0ial sgency vhieh serves all the paople lme

rtlou;; we nuat recognise, then, that soctisl Ghanges
tend 1o fouo'r & eyede and muet not be tos dosmmtic about
ur contemplatod currioulum revisfen. Yot only should we
seek the cooperation of the leywen in seurn. but the type
£ revision euggeetad by A1fforent replons should be ehecked
T — e —

Hand book for Curriculum ©t 10«11 Te Ae Stige
ler, State Department of v::{h::: nutu.n.'go .
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to discover similarity in trostment.”

"Our educators have long been emphasizing attention to
individual differences. I believe they should give more
ettention to coumunity 31ffererces~-to provide curricula
definitoly vorked out to meet these regional differences,
T believe there should be appolinted & committee of rursl
school ®orkers to study eonditions in rursl Texas so that
a fuitable courss of study may ve praepared for the vest
number of rural boyes amd girls who will continue to live
uren the farm in rural commnnluu."3
The Training Schonl

The Students of Pralrie View Steate College do their
practice teaghing in theirVSophomoro yeur at the Campus
Training Sehool. When they go out into the communitiee
most times they are nglble to offer any suggestions or do
any remdeis) work. In thie wey, the student does not get .
the proper amount of practiesl work nor is he given the
desirable experiences he would get if the echool were off
the cempus.s The off-the~-campus training school precents
situstions more re2l and rimilar to those he will be olaced
‘n when he goes to the rural echools.

I do not mean to say that the gampus practice teaching
should be 2bolished. It should serve ses a model school,

.

Mrs, Kethleen Benson, Superintendent of GCalveston Rural
Sehools. Address delivered to Curriculum Conference at
Houston, Texas, 1936,
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wherein the prospective teachers obeerve the best methods
of e¢lass procedure. This ensbles the student teschers to
gein & background which prepares them for effective class~
room participation when they go out to teach, There are
many problems that will be entirely new in the off-the
campus &chool. &

The most preetical plan, for co-ordinating the Tdu-
cotlon Department and the off-campus training sehool, is
through the orgenization and sdministrstion set up. 1t
pould be neceseary for the administration to take the

firet steps.

The dletrict that ie to be taken over by Prairie View
would have to agree on & satisfactory srrangment for the
salary and the teachers. 7The eollege could supplement the
salary the teacher receives from the distriet or probably
pive the teacher free tuition. However, a satisfactory
salary echedule counld be worked out. This plan of course,
may add a deal to the oxpense of the Depertment of Pduce-
tion but the good that would he derived would greatly ex-
ceed the expense of the plan.

The college should no srrange ite eschedunle =0 that
the Seniors could spend one-half day out in the rurale and
at the same time carry on thelr regular work., It seeme
that this plan conld easily be carried out because of Prairie
View's large and efflcient faculty.
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It would be very decirable to operate the school from
Tuesday through Seturday so that many of the stndente ocould
vielt the fchool and becoms acquainted with some of ths
problems that will confront them uhen they becoms teschers.
In this plen the student would pnly Bave to teach six
beeke in‘order to complete the same number of hours that
the “ophomore practice teschers have,

4 membor of tha college faculty should supervise the
student toseding at the off-fhe-campus training school.
fhe students should be requirsd to take & course ia rural
practical provlems. The supervisor should e responsibdle
‘or the professional growth of the student tescher. The
upervisor should set as a co-ordinating q.nt vetween
the gollege sud tralning school. Jines the student tenohey
et mest with the supervisor seversl times vwoekliy in con~
ference and clase dlspuseions, be is famiiiay with their
ralning «nd experisnces, He is sble to sdvise the clusse
‘oom  teacher in the sdjuetment of the studeat load.

Again it oay be sald that the off-campus-treining
ehool willi provide am opportunity for etudent contset with
jatereste and activitles whilch 18 very esmential to the
neccese of the begluning tescher.

The writer ventures to sﬁy that the reason that so
any of our teaghers bave fnlled in "hasbers County is due
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to tha lack of understanding snd dealing with the rurel
probleme, Am hag already been stated, 907 of the teschers
f Chambers County come from Prairie View College.

fow the Dapartment of Blolopgy masy .id in the Improvement
pf Furel Conditione

From the faote derived from the g;unral survey of the
rarel sohools of Texas, one cen plainly see the lmportant
role that the Department of Blology can play in aiding in
the development of rural schools. The gountry has slways
been pietured =28 being the most healthful place in whieh
t0 1ive, and those living in the country have been prone
to look upon the ofity ap a veritable breeding plece for
ligeare but this is quite contrary to faect, All avalle~
ible evidence indlcates that the elty is more healthful
and takee better care of its people than the country.

~ Health conditione in Chambers County create a serious
problems 4 survey hy Dr. Ge VW, Farhing of ‘unahuag, Texas,
‘bambers County, shows that 75/ of the drinking vater ie
impure. Viat can be dome? We have mo board of health.
These wells of impure water are sald to be infected with
typhold germs, Nothing has been done to remedy this con-
iition, although the death rate is far lower than that of
pome countics where heslth conditions are more favorable.

Since the new oil boom, housing conditions have been
improved in some gommunities, Famillies that formeriy lived



in twoeroom shanties are bullding three and four room
houses: im soue communities the pit tollets have replacg
the old ansanitary type.

Proposed flans for the Department of Biology

It 15 sugpested that teachers senmd samples of
water to Prairde View College to be analyzed and ask
for remedlal suggestions,

It hap been found Thet tee-hookworm is a very pravalent
disease of the Southern Statee. The Department of Biology
can aid commnities to get rid of this disease by examin-
ing the exerete and making remedial sugpestions. It is
not too mueh to hope that the time will come when danger
from inseet snd microscopiec peets together with the germs
of such dreaded diseases as tubereulosis and typhoid
fever will be extinct.

The Department of Agriculture

Vocational Education prepares the youth of the country.
Sinee 90 per cent of the working population are employed
in trades and industry of some type, we can readily see the
need of wvocational training and guidance. To meet the in-
ereasing demands for vocationsl training, the Federal
Government cooperates with the 8tates and communities
through appropriations for Voeational Agrieulture, Home
lconomice, and other necessary trades and industries.

The guiding prineciples of the Vocational Pducational
cte nre:



l. Education to be furnished must be under public
supervision and control.

2+ Less than college grade.

S« Must be designed to train persons for useful em=
ployment in Agrioulture, Home=making, Trades and

Industriess

Home Making Projectsi=

In view of the need for training teachers vo-
cational Agriculture, the state Board of Vocational
approved several qualified teachers to teach this
type of work, the State ﬂoard of Vocational Education
approved several colleges, among which was Prairie
View, for teacher training.

- I% should b2 remembered that among the obliga=
tions resting wpon the school, it is expected to supe
ply children with an education which they can not ob=
tain from ‘hoir homes. Much of the gontent of the
Vocational Agriculture should be gardening, marketing
of products, canning, preserving, and other projects
that would be essential fo imaediate and future
needs. They may learm many of these things .
after a fashion, but they should be taught to do



them in & modern way. The minature stores are very easily
obtainable and are very useful in tesching marketing

fhe scheol bLauk teashes ehildren thrift., we bave the banke

ing system in our school. The c_hu.duu deposit & penny or
shatever they may have on Vednesiays., Reeh child hes his
individual bsnk book from oar loesl bank, The prineipsl of
the school deposits the money in the lecal bank for them,
The Department of Home Beonomies |

The elm of the College in Home Feomomies is to inspire
and stimulate interest in continued study, to t¥ain in At~
gurscy, to help the 2tudent find her place in the soeial
and egonoalc world, and to incrense the student'e informa-
tion. In this division young laiies are givem training in
dress-making, eooking &nd beauty culture. T think that
onri girl in coilege Bhould be required to take tome phase
of Home Fconomice.

In the Ambusc Junior Eigh School, of Chambers Coumty,
there 1s not any type of vocationsl training offered.

Singce meny of the girls who finieh from this sehool do not

8o off to college, it is up %o the tescher to instruet

them in cooking, sewing, nome-making and ’fam.ly relation~

rursle are 28 intsrested

ssrance, The offio~

8hip, /e find that giris in the
58 urban girls sbout their peysonal app

Home
{al® of Ohurbers Oounty, baving seen the naed of Ho



Toonomic2 in our rural sehools, ’;,gc mking an effort to
,-‘.u. well trained teachers .m this 1024, oreirie View
state College should be able to supply the Oounty with
tenchers vho are interested in country 1ife amd willing to
help the community as & whole.
The Dapartment of Library Seience

Chambers County does not have & local library for its
Negro Citizens. The Llbrery Department of Prairie YView
Ctate OCollege bas & limited staff end a limited smpply of
materiel, 17 these two outetanding defects eomld be remed-
1ed, the Department oould meke e very definite contribvution
to the development of not ouly the sohools of Chambers County,
but to the pural sehoole of Texas, I1f more membars were
added to the otasf and there were a larger supply of books,
then the Department could afford e eireulsting library.
Book clabs and local Libraries could be established.
Through these cgencies the people im the rurel distriots
could be enliishtensd, A great deal of the 11i# of the ru-
r8l sehoole nrs csused by the parghts objesting to new *
nostiona) devices and praotices, 7They fail to see the

' 8
value of chunglug thair ideas coneorning aduoation. Thi

plap wowld help the people to see the defects and desire

n«dsd changas.

I£ there is any one thing that s essentisl to the



developing of our rural schooks, 1t ie to edugate the
perents into the needs of the school, ?he cireulating

~ _1iprery should cireulate books to the prente and 8lgo to
the teachere, The materials thet arg mont baneficlal
ghould be choserm: The pupile could be glven the typee of
booke that would afford the right Xind of reading for leie
gure time, Loeal libraries could be established with the
Head of the Library Depertment of rsirfe View se the
gupervisor, Of course, thgrq should be pax'fdmiwbrm.
1a each locsl library. All of the msterial ihﬁlld be
checked :nt of the Library Department of freirie Vu-‘
College.

Tha white citizens at Anshuse bave a iibrary iike the

one I have just deseribed. They have addcd"'éoﬁcal, hundred
booke purchaged and donated by different citizens,

a

: follege
ig‘ﬁrﬂew +1th the Libgarian, Prairie View State 89,
35, .



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

e

In an attempt to show what the Arts end Soience
Division of the Prairie View State Normal and Indus=
trial College ocan do to aid in the development of
the rural schools of Chambers County, the writer has
given consideration to the departments of the divie
sion which can meke a move definite contribution. It
is known, however, that all of the departments can
aid if the teaching is directed in the right way.

The Department of Education of Prairie View
Gollege to Ald in the Improvement of Rural Negro
Sohools:

Le mhrgo its curriculum 80 a® to better

prepare persons for yural service.
is on phases of sub~
ic most peneficial %0

2. Place more emphas
Joot matter that
4 proupooun teacherse

3, Establish en off=campus tra ”
with a member of the pepartaent Edu=
ervisor or directore

ining school

gation as the sup



2%.

The Department of Biology may Aid in the Ime
provement of the Rural Schools of Chambers County
by:

1+ Examining the drinking water for ime
purities that are sent to ita labora=
tory, and making recommendations for
purification.

¢ Examining the human exoreta to doter-
mine if the hookworm disease germ is
present, and giving information how
to avoid the disease.

If the rural teachers would actually contact the
department of Biology for this information, many of
the diseasss which oocur soc often in rursl sections
would be eliminated. The hookworm is a dlsesse that
is prevalent in the Houth.

The Depertment of Library Solence could plan
a program that vould tend % educate the parents of
the rural children and enable them to appreciate
and eveluate the changes in our educational systea.

In conolusion, the writer wishes to state that
the beokwerd state of the rural schools is not due
to the rursl children being unable to leara, but 1t



is due to the fuct that rural parents hinder the learn=
ﬁc process through their inability to see the neo~
ouuty of a change in thelr modes of education.
TeaclLers who are inefficient, and who 4o not know
anyshing about rural life are a hindrance to the pro
gress of the rural schoole.

The mmmoﬁiﬁ%m". policy of acquainting
the prospective teacher with the more vitel probleams

common to0 rural life and education.
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