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CEAPTER I

THE ESTABI{SBI!G OF YOUTH
n
CONTROL OF OUR SOCIAL DESTINIES

‘-Introdnotion-

My purpose in selecting this particular sube
Ject for e thesis is to discuss a matter that has in
recent years received an extreordinary amount of ate
tention. No problem, or set of problems, with the
possible exception of those relating to war and peace,
has been the occasion of more generel discussion and
debate than the problem of youth.

Hecently I have had occasions to read no end
of articles in current magazines and periodicals deal=
ing with various phases of this subject. The problem
of youth is by no means new. In fact, it is as old
as the world 1tself. Iy discourse, however, shall
deal with many of the problems which must be faced
by modern youth who are growing up in a vastly dif-
ferent world from that in which the older generation
lived and worked.



What is the worst that can be sald of youth?
Vhat is the best? You say youth is impatient, e
virtue in this sense, Both impatience and patience
are importent elements in social progress. Youth is
1dealistic, youth dreams, Let youth dream. What
matters it, if his dreems at times lack reality?
This is the stuff of which dresms are made., Without
the irrepressible idealism of youth, 1t 1s doubtful
whether the older gonora’uoa could carry on. These
dreams of & world as it ought to be save the day for
use Without them the world might become a mad house.
Youth is venturesome. Youth dares to dare, It looks
into the face of denger and difficulty unafraid., What
matters it, if at times youth's daring does not always
count the cost? To fly across the Atlantic, as Linde
bergh did, or to reach the South Pole from the base
et Little America, as did Commender Byrd, regquires
both daring and ceutione Therefore, I say, youth
makes progress because he possesses the following
qualitiese~to be patient, to dream, to dare.

Youth is the enswer to the homely old proverb,
"Nothing venture, nothing heve. Take daring out of
life, and it becomes both uninteresting end conventione



alized." 1Is life worth living, depends a good deal
for its snswer upon whether the gest for adventure,
risk, denger;y it is doubtful whether 1life is worth
very muchs

It is my candid opinion that it is for the
younger generation to take these problems from the
failing hands of their elders and carry them on them-
selves.

Fundementally speaking, youth is the sole
hope of tomorrow. Therdtm, I say youth should be
prepared to face the issue squarelye. BHiucation is
the best method I can suggest for preparing the youth
for the futures. The most important contribution a
college can meke to the State 1s the production of the
highest typo of citizens--men and women who have both
character and conviction. Conviction minus character
fills up our jalls and penitentiaries; conviction plus
charscter is our only sefeguard against sinister spece
ters that are arising on every hand to threaten the
very existence of civilizastion itself. At the outsot
of a college course youth should be determined to lesrn
to think through, to think straight, end to think right,

The heritage of world conditions descends directe



1y to the young people who are on the verge of becom=
ing ;dulta. Youth in defining the world they sare to
live in think of economica first, because they mre
soon to be engsged in making a 1living; second, ideal-
istic and religious outlookz and third, their intie.
mate interest of the near future, marriage, divorce,
and birth controle

In this day the econcmic situation looks very
grave indeed for the youthe However, through the help
of various relief agents it is hoped that the situation
mey be remedied and youth may be able to find employ-
ment and thus provide comfortable homes and adequate
living condltions for their families.

One of the greatest grounds for hope in the
future progress of humanity 1s that each succeeding -
generation will slough off little by little the weake
nesses and limitetions of the fathers, Youth if prope
erly trained amd educated can carry on and complete
the tasks which the fathers have begun but have left
unfinisheds In this menmer youth can remeke the next
generationes The oncoming youths of today cen aveld
the mistekes of the present generation. The world
in which youth is now taking part is a world that



their elders have largely moldeds Vhatever wrong is
found cen be laid to their parents or elsewheres

Since elders have seen the responsibility
thet is to be pleced on youth they have attempted to
devise some adequate means of helping them. Hence, we
have the youth movement because people are beginning to
realize more and more the necessity of helping the youth
in his edjustment problems. Formerly in every place in
every sphere but /America there were youth movements,

In Italy the youths mearch because marching is
e part of their school training; not academic marching
but merching as participation in a sociel esctivity of
fundamental importance to them. Children in Itely
know only too well what marching really signifies end
the little soldiers march in the spirit of those who
are giving themselves in service to their country.
Mussolinl reviewed the marching renks and explained
to them that success of the new program for & greater
and better Itely was in their hand. Important governe
ment officlals outlined progrems and assigned work in
which the young people were to cooperatee Hitler is
following the same procedure in Germeny. In Kussia,
the marching legions of younger men snd women, giving



freely of strength and time to further the five-year
plan, tell e similer storye. Vhat does this mesn for
education in America? The trouble in imerica seems

to be that in our esagerness to liberate personal
talent, we have slighted the soclal constituents of
life to such a degree that unified social sction is
impossible. Our government, however, is gradually
getiing ewey from this pointes It 1s determined to do
something for the unemployed youth because they reslize
they c;a 111 afford to lose the skill and emnergy of
these young men and womene 7This is for its immediate
affect upon youth morele, &s well as its obvious prace
tical desirability.

In summarizing this chapter it 1s worthy te
note that Italy's youth movement is bullding end dee
voloping a strong military unit for national end intere
national defenses Italy believes that her perservation -
lies in having the youth to be able to protect her a=
gainst any foreign invasione

Germeny in her youth movement is trying to
develop racial purity and socisl unity through the
development of racial consciousness in its sdolescent



citizens.

Americsa 1i not qulte ready to have such a
definite and unified plan for a youth movement bew
cause of the democratic spirit of government and
training that exists. The leaders of American life
have seen no reason for having a detailed youth movee
ment for the democratic principles of 1ts educational,
political and economic 1life within itselfl mekes esch
youth responsible for his own problems, In recent
years the problems have become so complex theat they
have perplexed the minds of our foremost scholars,
Vhat could we expect but confusion and disillusions
in the minds of our adoclescents?




CHAPTER II

ESTABLISHING YOUTH IR CONTROL
OF OUR SOCIAL DESTINIES

To maeke you see the necessity of establishe
ing youth in econtrol of our soelel destinies, try
to get the picture of society contimually milling
around helplessly, belting, blindly this way end
that, because it lacks young men and women, college
graduates to tell it in what direction to gos Cole
loge men and women are by the very fact of thelr
unigue training, leaders for whom the world has long
been waltinge It 1s not to be believed, however, th.t
leadership is something handed out to youth with the
diplomee It 1s rather something to be struggled for;
to be won on its merits; like everything else in 1life,
it is something which 1s only acquired after individual
effort.

The issues beforeyouth sre not real and ine
escapables They can be met only with clear heads and
brave hearts and above all, with a realization of our
utter dependence upon & power higher than ourselves.

Youth has meny problems to face. The economic,
soclal, as well as his own personal problems of marrisge



and parent-hood. The race before them is long and
herde The following illustration gives a vivid des-
eription of the road youth must travel to face his
problems, Picture youth standing on the top of a
hill looking down the road across the valley to the
same road as it rises sharply to the brow of another
and appnr.ontly steeper hill, Youth learns that only
when he descends into the valley and begins to ¢limb,
the steepness of the ascent disppears, and the hill
he thought impossibly high and difficult is really
not so sbrupt as he had supposed. Similarly, the
closer we get to life's problems the less difficult
they seeam to-'bes

Youth needs help in becoming established,
The college can help in educating the youth by teache
ing students to use their minds. Too many look upon
the educational procesa as an affeir of pouring real
information into & vacuum. Real thinking means thinke
ing throughs The older teecher has become & c¢log in
the rute ' They fail to distinguish between the ese
sential and the non-essentisle For & chief bulwark
of defense they tooc often fell back on generslizations,
vhich are always dangerious becsuse they ere never wholly



true and unlikely to fit the case at hand. The type
of teacher I am interested in 1s one who impresses
his persomelity upon a childes This type of teacher
is not in the rut but is an ertist of the highest
types He is superior to e painter or sculptor, who
imparts a semblance of life to inenimate matters.

The teacher carves the image of God in living flesh,
and causes out of savage @timt- the masterpiece of
the humen soul.

A method of helping youth is the youth projedt,
Our social institutions have not been eble to adjust
their progrems to meet the needs of millions of young
men and women between the ages of 16 and 25, who are
not in school and are not employed.

No doubt the present schools and other organie
zations could modify their rograms to make a little
progress toward meeting the needs of this large groupj;
but many students of social problems believe that the
solution of the problem lies in & new kind of institue
tion which would be entirely free from tangible tradlie
tions and Inflexible practices of existing types.

One such type of institution has been called |
& camp. These camps offer a rare opportunity for carry-



ing out & vital and functional program to help youth
in their adjustment problems. Important educational
values ought to be achieved through carefully plenned
camp sctivities, The program should provide for work,
guldence, vocational education, education in the prine
eciples of democracy, and recreation The guidance proe-
gram should help provide young men and women with data
which will help them solve their own adjustment probe
leme It should function to help youth in their adap-
tive behavior in the whole range of daily living, It
is believed that cemps of this kind will help American
youth to solve the problems which are confronting them
end to accept coursgeously and intelligently the chale
lenge of & new sociel orders

The government has taken an interest in the
young pecple of this countrye They are realizing that
youth deserves a better chance than they are getting,
College enrollments were dx;opping off; students who
had prepared themselves for their chosen vocations
could not find jobse. Their skills, through disuse
were docliuing. Their knowledge whether of stenogra-
phy, mechenic arts, or medicine, was being tMt&.
In short, they were losing their employability.



The government recognized this fact and called
a meoting to discuss the youth problem. This conference
egreed that these should be in the Federal Government
agencies which should give constant study to the needs
of youthe It was unanimously agreed that no country -
could afford to spend 2§ billion dollars per year on
a school system and then see the good which the schools
intended to do mean nothing and mullified in large
part by years of enforced idleness after school days
hed ended,

Following the recommendations of the conference,
the National Student Federation took a prominent part
in developing the proposal for esteblishing a Division
of Youth Service in the United States Office of Hducae
tion. The Division of Youth Service intends to (1) cone
duect studles which will yield e clear end comprehensive
picture of the situation whiech youth eonfromts; (2) to
work with the many states snd conmunities throughout
the country in devising a constructive broad progrem
adequate to meet the situation revealed,

In the Houston Post for June 27, 1935, an
article was run relating to youthe A fifty million -
doller program for training youth people and supplye



ing them with jobs was put under way Wednesday,
Jusie 26, 1935, by President Roosevelt,
Officials estimated thet the plan would take
care of helf a million young men snd women between
16 and 25,
The new plen wes divided into four sections
designed to:
Give young persons work in private
industry.
Train and retrain them for private
employment
Allow them to finish high school and
college
Give them work relief on youth projedts,
. Femillies, employers and civie leaders should
make every effort to help youth and as far as possible
include these young people in whatever work is opening
up in a community. If the elders do not help them
there will be a generetion of people who do not know
how to work becsuse they have never held Jobs, and
vho ignore the old standerds of morels and ethics bee
cause they camnot live up to theme EHeonomic conditions
are different but human neture remsins the seme, end an



embittered, unfulfilled and disappointed generation
will be more dangerous to our future happiness than

any loss in materiel possessionse

14



CHAPTER 1III

DECISION REGARDING A LIFE CAREER

In this age of overe-crowded vocations, it is
more than ever lmperetive that young people begin early
to study the vocationel field, to seleot their life
work, and to speeialize in those subjects that will
best fit them for thet worke I think schools can best
meet this need by incorporating vocations as & regular
subject inte the curriculume. This plen should be se
devised es to include every student enrolled. One
such plan wes tried successfully in a Southern Cali-
fornia high school during 1932«33, The plens were
drawn up in the following orders

le It 1s the purpose of this vocational
guldance program to encourage you to make &
study of yourself, and a study of the various
occupations thaet go to make up the world's work
so that you may be able to decide upon and see
lect the vocation to which you are best adapted,
and from which you may seccure the most satise

15
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faction and happiness for yourself, and
render the greatest service to your come
munitye
II. It 1s necessary to be sure that
we are taking the subjeects in school that
will help us most when we get out inte life.
This makes it necessary to have some idea of
the work we expsct to do for our life's task.
III, Eech p.orm mast ask, "What pare
ticular vocation shall I chooset” There are
six steps which must be taken by the person
who refuses to drift, and determines to know
why he chooses his vocation.
l., He must discover his interests
end abilitles, |
2. He must surely study the world
of occupations.
S« He must make & choice of a
vocations
4, He must prepare for his chosen
callinge
Se¢ He must make & successful bee

genning in his vocations
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6 He must make readjustments
end secure such promotion and progress
as are possible for him.

TVe QUELINE FOR THE STUDY OF A VOCATION
le How 1s the occupation important
for the welfere of society?
2e "het kind of tasks does the worker
perform?
3¢ "het are the advantages of following
this occupation?
4, Vhat are the dissdventages and
problems?
Se How can a person prepere for this
calling?
6+ Vhat other qualities must he have?
7« "het income must be expected?
8e Does the occupation help the worker
to live a full life sas & citizen and private
individual?
Ve One must study & number of vocations so that he
can make comparisonse The plan is to heve students
choose the two vocations which are most interesting
to theme

The purpose of this vocational guidance proe
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gram is to supply information regarding occupations
and to provide expert counsel which will assist you
in choosing, prepering for, entering, and progressing
in your vocatione

Following these six maln suggestions the vocae
tion cholces made by the girls were listed. Among those
listed were: besuty culture, banking, commereisl Irt,_
dancing, doctor's assistant, dramatics, dressmaking,
home meking, salesmanship, library work, newspaper work,
mursing, office work, socisl-welfare work, teaching,
telephone work, music teachinge

Then followed the selected list of boys' voca-
tions: egriculture, cattle raising, aviati o, army and
navy, auto repairing, banking and bonds, business, come
mercial art and lettering, ecivil engineering, civil
service, dentistry, electrical work, forestry, law,
medieine, metal trades, newspsper work, soclsl service
and salesmanshipe

Teachers who were efficlent in these subjects
sponsored the groupss The hygziene teacher sponsored
the nursing group, the gymmasium teacher handled the
physieal education students; the homemaking group was
handled by the sewing teacher; the comercial teachers
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advised those who wished to meke & livelihood at
secretarial and stenographic worke The list might
expand elmost indefinitelyes It is best to let the
teachers volunteer to lead the group he or she is
most interested in.

These groups met once a month regularly,
They discussed various angles of thelr chosen proe
fession, heard talks, given by cutstanding members
in the field and worked out assignmentse I think
the above is a very good means and method of arriving
at a vocational decisione It gives the child a chance
to study his chosen profession from all angles and to
learn something about it before definitely deciding

to choose 1t as a professions




CHAPTER IV

THE CHALLENGE OF THE NEW DAY

It cen hardly be denied that we sre on the
threshold of a new age., If ever the human raece ox-
perienced a topsy-turvy world, in vhich everything
seems to be upside down, it has been in the last two
yearse

This new day 1s crowded with problems. Never
has there been a time when so many mjoé questions
have thrust themselves upon the attention of earnest
minded citizens, |

The situation both at home and abroad 1s filled
with difficulties, Problems of international relations,
of industry, problems releting to education, social
ethics and customs, all these are pressing for solu=-
tion and constitute in lerge measure the challenge
of the new day.

Into such & world as this venture forth our
youths 0Uld methods snd old standards must be cast
aside for new. Therefore, the modern gencration in
enswering to the cell of duty, sets forth on a journey
into an unknown lende



On reading an article in "THE ORACLE"™ for
June, 1935, entitled "Opportunities Liberia Offers
Negro College Youth," by E. Je Yaney, I found that
Liberia truly offers s challenge to Negre youth, I
found this article very interesting beceuse the chale
lenge wes principelly for Negro youth. Nr. Yancy
declares the following: "The general economic, social,
industriel, politicel, and unemployment conditions of
the world have made "After College What™ a live topie
among college youths of today. The Negro College youth,
unfortunately, finds his problem much different from
that of the white college youthe The Negro College
youth's problem is 2 gregve one and needs concentrated
action and treined lesdership to teckle its solution."

The Negro college youth can find his new world
in Africa. To enter this new world cells for an ade
venturous spirit, e mental end physicel equipment, and
determination. - The land, however, 1s rich end full of
compensations This country is Liberia, the Negro Ree
public on the West Coast of Africa. There, to the
Negro college youth, ere offered opportunities, pros-
pects, possibilities, and esdventeges that ere derived

no plece else,



The first and greatest of all of these op=
portunities 1s that of service, service to two end
a helf million Negroes under & Negro govermnment, oCe
cupying a spot of land of about 46,000 square miles.

Iiveria offers the Negro college youth une
limited business opportunities. The business is
there but who gets 1t? The white merchants., To ile
lustrate « during a foureyear period the white mere
chents sold to the Liberians $4,000,000,00 worth of
focd, and household goods excluding sutomobiles, gas,
and all sorts of luxuriese. Here the Negro college
youth has the oppertunity to put the Liberien coffee,
cocoa, palm oil, rubber, ginger, and other products
on the world market. Iie alaoc has the opportunity to
put these products on & modern basis through his sgrie
cultural snd scientific knowledgee

The Negro collsge youth has the opportunity
of serving as health and sanitary advisors to the Ree
public, physicians in the government hospltale, To
summarize, it 1s well thet it be stated that there
are wonderful opportunities in Liberia for the Negro
college youth in overy field of endeavor. There he
has the cpportunitles in the fleld of religion, politics,



business, law, medicine, demtistry, mamufacturing,
engineering, agriculture, banking, teaching, end in
other occupatliona,

There is an undeveloped paradlise waiting for
imerican Negroes who are technleally equlpped, courage=-
ous, industrious, and thrifty, to go over and take.

If we do not take it, I am quite confident that white
folks Iil; sooner or laters

Finally, lLiberia offers the Negro college
youth a challenge. /4 challenge to prove himself a
man, courageous, resourceful, industrious, useful
and ambitious. A challenge to preserve for the race
a Republic of the first order and thereby prove the
honesty, confidence, respect, true leadership, and co=
operation of the race.

Negro college youth, here is your opportunityl
Herelin lies the challengel If Liberia fails, you will
have failedl

I certeinly believe that there is a divinity
that shepes our endsy but all history teaches that what
ever divine power there may be in our individual lives
or the life of the Natlon, 1t works through humsn ine
strumentse Our destiny is certainly not lndependent



of our resourcefulnecss or of our cheracter. As we
look back over history it 1s evident thet our proe-
gress has been due to the fact that there were men

and women in every generatlion who believed in some-
thing higher than themselvese Not only were they
courageous in expressing their convictions, but their
lives measured up to their faith. Whatever the future
may hold for youth, they cammot fece it if they have
come to distrust their own personality and powers,

The questions sre often esked; What will our
world be like within the coming century? Vhat of new
sciences end philosophies? How will youth venture into
the unknown? Recently I read some startling predictions
mede by men of standin; who think in terms of new ine
ventions and new philosophies, elready in sight or
scientifically concelvables

These men propheey houses of opaque or transe
parent gless clipped to light steel fremes. The air
indoors will be fresher than withoute-washed, humidie
fled, and kept et & constant tempersture. There will
be pneumatic beds and floorse Dish washing end leundry

will be done sutomatically. The Puture house will have
en entertainment room where all the current ovents of



the world will be visually on tape ,

As to travel in the future, Amelia Earhart
volces the prediction that alrplane passengers will
travel 600 miles an hour on inter-city routes; a
thousand miles an hour on trans-oceanic routes,
vhere the plane will rise to 50,000 feet to escepe
atmospheriec friction. The dodgp of the plane will
follow bullet lines with wings thet can be drawn and
realesed at will, :

Aceording to Charlas F. Kettering, Vice Presi-
dent of General Motors, the next dm will produce
cars weighing less than 1,000 pounds, traveling safely
et 100 to 150 miles an hour, and covering 80 miles on
a gallon of gase May be we won't be using ges at all,
Additlonal informetion is radio-transmitted power,
esutomatic energy motors, the harnessing of solar energy
are emong the more distent visions of the prophets.

At eny rate, the car of the future will have no gear
shift, no elutch pedal; engines will probabl; be in
the reer, oliminating sounds, odors end vibretion
from the interior, '

The roads over which cars of the future will
be drawn will be self-1lluminsting. The chemical come



position of the roed surface will epable it to ab-
sorb sunlight by day end this penteup energy, reée
leased in darkness will bathe the highway in a
brillient by subdued glowe Therefore headlights
will be unnecessary.

On rellroads new locomotives already show
marked advencing in steamliring, with ell drive wheela
and ghafts concealed beneath a polished hoode

Agriculture slse will undergo & change. Syne
thetie bread, suger end vegetables substitutes will
be developed in food factories which will replace
farms. Proteins and enimal food will be grown in
laboratoriess Ye shell escape the absurdity of growe
ing these parts separately under a suitable medium,
predicts Winsten Churchille.

Even the abolition of epidemic disease in
another 100 years 1s predlcted, as 1s discovery of -
cures for cancer and tuberculosise Science will
dotominé the conditions under which no disease oan
survive and thus gradually eliminate all organic
dlseases.

Truly the oncoming generations have many new
sclences and philosophies predicted for theme. The



task is to make these predictions come truee I
belleve youth can 1f their minds are kept healthy
and stable as they pass through a transitional
period of instabillity, emotional, political, and

economic=-in our progress to some mode of 1ife with
greater inherent stebilitye




CEHAPTER 'V
YOUTH ON THE MARCH

Joseph Ce Fennelly and his youth movement

undertook to smash a powerful politicel madhine.

It was a losing battle from the beginning. But

Joe Femnelly and his young storm troops in Kansas
City have started something that all youngsters all
over the country sre itching to 'ﬁnilh. Youth was
not crushed by their failure, instead they were very
triumphante, 7The youth movement had passed from the
shadowland of words snd dresms into the world of
realities and action. Today it is a political farce,
not only in Missourl, but in the Nation.

Youths are getting together all over the coune
try discussing these problems. They sre passionately
discussing truth and beasuty and condemning the world
bitterly for all its ugliness snd men for dishonesty
end soullessnesse

From careful observation and study I find
that an unusual number of men in their twenties ere
becoming sclentifie, that meny young women are writing
novels, breaking athletic records, and holding mens'



jobs with distinctione This is the new order of
youthe This new order is concerned with making
things real and with sction.

There used to be a time when eny advise,
ideas or information was volced by young people:
that the elders tabooed it, They ealled it so
mich tommy rot, etce A man in business wanted
to be let elone, he didn't want young boys ever
telling him what to does Today business men snd
elders ask the youth for information, for they
know his ideas are goode They know that youth
has something good to offer, The majority of men
tell the youths of today, "I'm for you boye Go to
ite 1I'1l help." This is certainly all the ene
couragement the youth needs to help put his progrem
ovVers

Too often the youths are thrust aside. The .
youths of today sre bending together to fight core
ruption in politics. The youths have 1little to
offer for the cause except courage, honesty, end
energyes but they know that there are somewhere
wise and honest men, seasoned with years of expere
ience, capable of being admired end willing to give



youth a chance. 'hy camn't youth fight for them,
put them into power?

The youth of today has made remarkable proe
;,ros.s in all its undertakings. I remember reading
an article once that was pertaining to the World Wars
It seld the war had blown up the old order of doing
thingse There wa: & general ides sbroad thet everye
one over 25 had Leen proved to be a fools. ‘The world
was to be mede over and only the young knew how to do
1te The twenties was e decade of professional youthe
The kind of professlional youth thet in America talked
more then dide The new generation coming on belongs
to the thirties and !s still younge It has come late
enough to see that the world in spite of the youth
movements of the twenties is about as bad an old
world es ever. It can take am ective part in whatever
changes there are to be. Therefore upon young men and
young women there should be urged the humility which
the youth of the twenties so conspicuously lacked,
Youth of today 1s not so quick to swallow with ques-
tion most that the leders tell theme They are avolde
ing the old mistakes, All this goes to prove that
at last youth is finding his plece or attempting to
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY

In my conclusion, I think thet youth is truly
our sole hope of tomorrowe. We should attempt to edu-
cate and trein him not by the old traditions end cuse
toms thet we were trained by, but by newer methods
thet youth itself sets upe We should help them to '
cope with situations and meet problems that arise.

There should be developed within them a
renalssance of idealisme. If youth suggest changes
try to see his viewpoint for wanting to change. One
thing 1s certain there are going to be changes and
there will have to be changes. Youth has time to
learn and then time to meke use of what it has learned.

Youth should be teught that all real education
13 self-education, vwherever it may be obtained, Teach
them that they can control and direct thelr lives
better i1f they lcarn to think clearly, objectively,
and dispassionately; but to beward of needlessly of-
fending the crowd. Teach them strategy and diplomacy;
tolerence and kindnesse

Last but not least, youth needs help in be-
coming established., This help may best cﬂ.‘ from the
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