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The books listed are those reported as
having been read for culture, leisure or enjoye
mentj for professional developmenty books volune
tarily purchased for leisure reading,

The magesines listed, the list of
colored magazines end papers, are those sube
soribed for regularly by the seniors during the
past years

The snswers listed as to why they sube
scribed to Negro periodicals were given by the
seniors in snswer to the guestions Vhy do you
{or do you mot) subseribe for Negro periodicals?

The chart indicates the mumber of fee
males, the mumber of male, the number that read
for leisure and enjoyment, the mumber that read
for professional development, the mumber that
resd megezines regularly, the mumber that read
Negro magasines and periodicals regulerly, the
muber thet purchased books for leisure time
reeding, end the mumber that had ascess to books
through libraries and other sourees.



Reading is e subject of major importance.
Educators are more concerned then ever ebout the
reading being done by college students. Studies
are being made from the following angles to detore
mine what to resd, how to read, when to read, and

how mach to reads It is an indispensible tgsk for
for every oducated men or woman to perform,
This thesis is a report of a study of

reading done by the summer school graduating
¢lass on Prairie View College campus, 1935,

The chief problem was to enalyse reading
done by the seniors and to offer incentive to
stimlate a desire to do voluntary reading during
leisure hourse The purpose of stimlating readle
ing is to enlarge the vocsbulary, to enrich the
experience and to make full and ready men and
women that the world needs moste :



' SR St e st
AT PRAIRIE VIEW COLLEGE « 1938
PART X
ANALYTICAL COMMENTS :

T™he purpose of this study was to find out
to what extent seniors reed for lelsure or simple
enjoyment, for professional development, the mumber
ctmmlwmmrnmu
end the kind of books, megasines and papers selocted.

Those reading for loisure or enjoyment
were eospecially interested in selections written
by Begro suthorse Some of the novels and selections
read wereg "Silver Slippers”, "Sgarlet Sister lMary®,
"Up From Slaveryj "Souls of Black Folk", "irriewal
of the Negro", "Les lisersble” and "Dark Wgters."
Some of these selections deseribe the uneducated
type of Negro and did not measure up to thelr
ideal, liowever, the soniors seem to desire to
give honor to the writers of thelr rese,

The ma jority of the women seem to have
enjoyed reading light modern end American fiction,
such as "Plum Bum®, "Little Women®", "Black April",
"Preasure Island","Egoist®, "Tess of D'ubberville®,
end "Good Eerth."



In fect, it seems that they enjoyed reading
something that would not require very mch of
their time, regardless to the information
receivede



: PROFESSIONAL BOOKS

Books listed for professional reading by a
majority of the senlors were those of selence, philos.
ophy, eduscation and Englishe Among these wereg
Ameriean iilstory, American Literature, classroom
organization, sdloscent psychology, child care, cone
temporary econamlics, and ¢ivil govermment. These
were listed as having been read before entering
Prairie View Cellege, however, we class them as
those read or used for classroom study.

A few Negro fiotions and other selections
were listeds "Blesk Wo More", "Nigger Heaven",
"The Cedin", Negro In Olr History" and Negro prose
and poetry were in the mumber,

Other mumbers weres "Master Violin", "St.
Elmore”, "Derk Princess”, "Born to Hete", and
"Arrowani th",

From books listed, indicetions were that
very little reeding was done for professional dee
velopment aside from regular textbookse

The drsms, short stories, essays, end
the Bible were alsc includede

These indicede that reading wes done



but the question isg was this reading what it
should have been?



The members of the senlor class es a whole
indicated that they were interested in resding several
kinds of magazines.

The professionsl magazines listed weres The
Hormal I struetor, Grade Teacher, Good iousekeeping,
Home Economics, The Pathfinder, Correct English,

Etude, Fgrming Ceopper, Ipdustriel end Vocational
Hygiene, snd Better Homes ond Gardense

It was interesting to note that the seniors
had fortified themselves at this polints It means much to
got information from these sources to aid in thelr dally
wvorke The latest plans, methods, projects and informes
tion in general regarding thelir particuler profession.
Through the advertisements in these msgazines, certain
free material and other help may be received which weuld
not be received otherwise.

Other magasines read by a majority of the
seniors weres The Crisis, The Literary Digest, Ladies
Home Jourmel, NeCall, Time, Holland, Delineator, Sature
day Evening Post, and Opportunity.



VOLUNTARY READING

Listed by the seniors as having been read
voluntarily sinco coming to Prairie View State Cole
loge were several bookse Those books that were
road by a majority of the seniors weres "Along This
vay®, "Little Wemen", Curiosity Shop", "So Red the
Rose", "So Big", "Goose Wommn", "Oreen Murder Case®,
"Art of the Novel®, "Black Fleming®, "Up From
Slavery®, "Dark Waters®, "Derk Princess”, "Imitational
Life", "Return of the Native", "Tess of D'ubberville”,
"Tom Jones", "Ooifted Children®, "Deer Slayer®, “Power
of a Lle", "Silver Slippers”, "Vanity Fair®, "The Good
Earth®, and "Uncle Tou's Cadbine"

A majority of the women listed books indle
cating that they were interested in Negro selectionsg
such as "Up From Slavery", "Silver Slippers"s light
fiotion, such as; "Little Vomen", and "So Hed the
Rose"s modern American fiection, such as "Imitation
of Life,"

Few listed such books as "Tom Jones®, “Tess
of D'ubberville™, and the 1like.



From the answers given to the questionnaires
To Vhat Extent Did You lave Access to Books During
the Past Year? It was indicated thet a majority of
mmumutmuwn»mrmn.
ties during the past yoars In a few instances,
1library fasilitles were execeptionally rood,

It was also noted that most of the high
school euthorities hed plased some form of 1lbrary
in each high school for colored boys and girls.

County Superintenfients also are placing
eirculating libraries in the counties to which some
gmmmwm

Few have had ascess to clity libraries.
Some of our largest cities have very commendable
libraties where books cen be secured the year round,

Several of the senifors indicated that they
had access to privste libraries and others borrowed
bookse

Sixty=two menbers of the c¢less reported
they hed ascess to some form of 1ibrary, |

Two reporteds: "I have a good library,”



RECOMMENDATIONS

To remedy these conditions, I recommends

1s That some influential leader be appointed
to meke lectures end to show the importance of resdings

2+ The organization of clubs or divisions to
acquaint students with what to read, how to read, where
to got read!ng material, and how to select trﬁahrgo
store of material,

3¢ That the leader or instructor secure a
1ist of books from different companles show!ng what
is being printed along certain lines and what other
schools m purchasinges

4¢ That informetion be secured from ine
structors in other institutions to get what they
have that may be different,

Se¢ That students be given prastice in reading
so that ald may be given where it 1s needed, |

6¢ That special lectures be givem on how to
use leisure time.

7¢ Thet seniors carry this information to
publie school students.

8, That each teacher be given a list of reade
ing materiel to be used in the publie schools.



BOOKS PURCHASED FOR LEISURE READING

var-uniorsmumigm
books for leisure reading. There are 101 enrelled
in the class and only 71 reported heving bought
bookss The majority of those 71 listed ss purchase
ing books had done so beceuse such books were ree
quired in a given course of study such asy "Child
Care®, "Child Nature and Need®, "Curriculum Row
vision", "How to make a Curriculum®, How to Teach
History", “History of Education®, "The Negro in Our
History", literature, drama, end rural eoducation.

Other bocks listed as having beenm purchased
by seniors were: "Born to Hete", "Imitation of Life",
"jit seducation of the Negro®, Master Violin", "Negro
Prose end Poetry", "Scerlet lLetter", "Scarlet Sister
Nery", "Souls of Blaek Folk", "Derk Princess”, “What
Men Iive By", "iodern Hera", "Josephine®, sad "The
New Deeld



ACTUAL FACTS ABOUT READINC OF THE SENTOR STUDENTS

As I came in contect with seniors and made &
stromuous effort to zet feets through qurstiommeires,
I wag convineed of the fact that a part of the ¢lass
really does not desire resding for leisure or enjoye
menty thet 1s, resding that is not required in some
waye Seme have somehow econvinced themselves that
there is no time for it, Thay would express confie
dentislly thet whem "lMrse English", "Mr, Psychology”,
otc. (moaning their instructors) got through with you,
you would not have sny time for leisure time reeding.
Yot, these same students have no excuse to offer for
not having reed anything et home during the past
yeare Sometimes, one would remerk, "eome back later
and I will get my room-mate to help me recall some of
those books we hed in thet extemsion school."

Another part of the elass likes to resd
concerning the race ss portrayed in "Up From Slavery ¥,
"Blsck No More®, and "Sgarlet Sister Mary.” In most
cases, these books were read upon recommendation of
friends,

Certain members of the class confessed having
read a number of True Stories and Sereen Plotures. "Deo
you want those? I was asked, I was warned on several



A majority of the class expressed a desire to
roude b““l*“ﬂﬂﬁ.ﬁiﬂ.m.
mrmu.,mmmm

Ammtycrm-mmmym
subjectse xcm.urmm-swumuncr
theu to understand shy they should sign & questiomnaire
end state what they had reads They were sure it would
come up ageinst them in some waye h:o-umtn
women would not evem tell me their names.

¥ew students listed sueh books as "Tom Jones",
mwmm'.uﬂmtuwu-'
as having been read for leisure or enjoyment. There
mamm-mnmmmmm.
for few students atteupt such books unless required by
the English instrustor.

There seems to be very little encouragement
m:«mmmcm--am.
In fact, & part of the time spent in reading them
really should be devoted to reading something else.

There are more then one hundred students
in the senior ¢lass, while only seventy-one are
listed @s having purchased books during the past



years The faot is, they really do not care to read,
hence the money 1s spent for something elses

Three seniors gave answers to the guestions
Why do you {(or do you not) subseribe for Nezro perie
odicala? that would have beem senicrs and teschers.
Ome said thet she A1d not subseribe for papers or
Negro periodicals beceuse she 41d not lmow the people.
They were too far from her and the pericdicals wore
expensive, Anothear selid that they did not come
regularly, #Soth answers wore given without thought
or becsuse of & leck of understandings Ve do not
live near writers to imow theme Ve get acqualnted
with meny of them long after they are dead.

The priee of & paper should not hinder anyone
from resdinge. A part of what we earn should be do=
ducted for educational purposes, If we camnot get
work to earm money, then we should work to earn papers,
megezines, and books. Coertainly, a nefghhod will sell
efter he has roade

' Sixty-two members of the class reported have
ing eecess to some form of library which wes very goody
Jadging from the books listed and the access seniors
have had o books, very little time has been given to
reading eside from thet required in the extension
school and in the classroome



occagions not to mention certaln expressions because
thelir instructors hed confidence in thelir ability teo
doe

A majority of the class expressed a desirc to
read, Same hed resd a mmber of 1ight fietion, mystery,
modern fietlion, and nonefiction collectionse

A mejority of the men have reed only regidred
subjectse It was a difficult matter to get somo of
M“W&ymmuucmﬁlu
end state what they had reade They were sure it would
come up ageinst them in some waye ORe man and two
women would not evem tell me thelir names.

Few students listed suech books es "Tom Jones",
"Yhat the Hegro Thinks", and “iarks of en Educated ian"
es having been read for leisure or enjoyments There
wes & question mark placed after these books, however,
for few students atteupt such books unless required by
the English instructor.

There seems to be very little encouragement
uddtwthondingotmudugaxm.
In fact, @ part of the time spent in resding them
really should be devoted to reading scmething else.

There are nore then one hundred students
in the senior class, while only seventyeone are
1isted es having purchased books during the past



year. The faot is, they really do not care to read,
hence the money 1s spent for something elses

Three seniors gave answers to the guestions
Why do you {(or do you not) subscribe for Negro perie
odicala? that would heve beem senicrs end teschers.
One said thetl she 41d not subseridbe for papers or
Negro periodicals beceuse she did not imow the people.
They were too far from her and the perigdicals wore
expensive, Another seld that they did mot come
regularlye BSoth answers ware giver without thought
or becasuse of a leck of understendings Ve do not
live near writers to inow theme Ve get acquainted
with meny of them long after they are dead,

The priee of & paper should not hinder anyone
from resdinge. A part of what we earn should be deo=
ducted for educational purposes, If we cannot got
work to earm money, then we should work to earn papers,
megezines, and books. Certainly, & nefghbod will sell
efter he has read.

' Sixtyetwo members of the class reported have
mmumrmormmohqupds
Jadging from the books listed and the access soniors
have had ko books, very little time has been given to
reading aside from that required in the extension
school and in the classroome



PART IIX

REPORTS FROM QUESTIONNAIRE
Headin; guostionneire
English Department of
Prairie View College = Summer Term 19356
Notey This information is for a thesis study, Please
cooperate with the lnv::ﬁ«oa- giving the informee
tion as eccurately as ble returning informee
tion to Mrs, Edna L. S. Meck)
To Greduating Seniors

Nemeg (Last name first) e

Pivisions (Check) Arts & Sciencesy Agric., Home Ec.g
Nechanical Artsy Rursinge

Occupetiong

1e As far as you can recall ease list titles of
A Bl B Kot W o or for simple

enjoyment (1.0 leisure reading the
(Mgn::-unmsmmm :“

gﬂo view this summer)e

2. Pleoase list titles of books read for profeossional

development during the past year including
mcmmmmnMo‘m-Mo--

S. Please list titles of the megasines you read
regularlys
ease list titles of books you have
"gummmmumummo
summer g

Se To what extent did you have ascess to books during
the past yearsg

C.Mboohmﬁnmmmta-him
reading during the past year?s

v.mwwcm«mmcu
subseribe to?



8¢ Vhy do you (or do you not) subsecribe to
Negro periocdicals? ok

The reports received in answer to this
questionnaire follows |

le Artes mnd Sclent® cccccesscsccee 67

B¢ Agriculture sccsscesssccssccsse 0

Oe Home Eoonomics csccsssssccsscce &

deo Nochanicel Arts sccccesscscscess &

:- HEPsing eseccosecscssssscsssscce

L

Hasde sossccecssscsoncssssssses

Number reading for simple enjoyment eececcoce 67
Bumber reading for professionsl development 78
Tumber reading meglZines cc.scecccsscscesssse 76
Number resding voluntarily eescccccsccsseccs 48
Number having access to DOOKS ceesssccscscee 76

Number volluntarily purchasing books for
leisure time reading sccseccessssssssssccsoe 81

Fumber subseribing for legro Papers and

MAZOZINOE 0000000000000 80000800080008000000

Tumber giving reasons for subseribing for

prml 0000000000 NNNNIANB0000B0000000



BOOKS READ FOR LEISUHE OR SIMPLE ENJOYMENT

Advert
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Ben Hur
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BOOKS READ POR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Arts in Life by Golstine
Anerican Lit

As You Lilke It

Better and Good English

Emerson's Essays

8

EGucationsl _

R emonts of Training
Edueation Through Play

Educatiocnal Principles

Education by Pﬁ'h:m .
mlm of Ee”u;uion « 10 Volumes
Experimental Psyc
Extra=Curriculer Activities

Everydaey “roblems of the Country Teacher

of Amerlean Fiction
m Family



19

dren
Washington's Life

George |
Culde to lethod Obseorvation

How to Dress Vell
How to Teach Volumes Y, II, III, IV, & V
Lensuage

Niseducetion of the Negro 5
m«huo-ummxg:u

Hethods Teaching Engl

othods in Teaehing & Studying English & Histery
Methods of Tesching lome Economics

Hental Hygiene by lafiue 2

Ad Justuent
logromd’:rnumbr'm 2
Authors



Shakespesre
Supervised Study 2

Todey's Children
Unecle ;-'o Cebin by PBunyan

L Be Te Washington
v ‘fs'.g.:;. b; Goldsmith

w
~ - Live By 8
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Miserable
’ﬁ:u. Shepherd of Kingdem Come
Life of
Life of Virgie Vinters
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Parent and Pre-School Child
Return of the Netive by George Eliot
Furel Educstion by Brooks 2
on of Secondary Schools
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EXTENT OF ACCESS TO BOOKS DURING THE YEAR

{(The following enswers were given to the
question: To what extont did you have
aseess to books during the past year?)

1. A personal library

zhm.ﬁou«mxu g ':..“
must purchase practically all books used if
they cannot be borrowed.

Access to 11 able to
4 eollege librarys e get any

o
5 for Colored P
e:lo“:m - oople

purchese
mmunumnt'ludm
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Arrowsmi

Bible in my Deily Life by Edward
Book of Short Stories - by Vells
Born to iiste

Book of Poems by Cuest

Shelcespe are
Bducetion in the United States by Enight -
Elements of Child Training 2
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WiX DO YOU (OR DO YOU NOT) SUBSCR
NEGRO PERTODICALS? o

(The ¢ answors
A mogimtoth.

le Anxious to get omdﬂubottc;-
mﬂhbuothrtmmwe:g:fl;o

peper can be expectod to glve,.

make possible eupl ¢ for Negroes and also
to keep in touch with the heppenings of the

7¢ For information concernl Hegroos.
To get information 8 i

To foster lNegro enterprises and to know what my
s doinge I get a store of information

1
¥ pericdicals thet I could not got

¢ il
:

of the actions of my race.
onal value
information for pleasure 2.

ormation and for race pride.
oyment and appreciaticn.

ornation our people.
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permit; am in

with the Hegro rese.
is doi

Yo r

what
2l conditions will

w
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|
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money while in schoole

vhat lw are doinge
th the .tiv!ti.. and eccomplighe

tﬂl: the happenings of the rage.
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OPTIONAL AND REQUIRED READING
BY COLLEGE STUDENTS

PART IIX

A study wes made of optiomal end reguired
reading by Mre Je He Gerberick on Junior students

in the University of Arkensas, including the cole

leges of Agriculture, Arts, and Sclences.
The purpose of this study was to determine

the relative mmount of optional and regquired reade
ing done by & group of college students and to dee
termine the relatlonship existing between the

smount of timo devoted to these two types of reade

tud&otum&-u,inuulm,m

scholastic success in collegee

Prosedures *

Filrsts Read was defined as being elass
preparation, d.nthu-h;g was of & strietly reading
nature or not, including solution of in
mathematlics, Erenal

snd all otbar types of study direc
preperation of class worke

Seconds mwmrcumn-
ports on book reports.

*senoc) and Society, Volume XXXVIII, July 1956,

page 93¢



Information was cbtalned from each student
by means of perscnal interviews to determine the
smount and type of optional reeding done between
the beginning of the sesond semester and the tene
wooks exanination scheduled for the tenth week of
the semester,

Three typea of optional reading were deoe
termineds

le Hewspepors

e liegazines

Se Dookse
The number of hours devoted to each type was de=
ternined as & weckly aversgee. The amount of time
weekly spent in required reading was obtained by
this same mothode

The deta for the totel optional reeding
shows that men aversge £01 more hours weekly in
optiomal roading than womelle The difference of
5456 hours by which the meen score for the women
mm&rwthomwehnitoprob-
sdle errors. The mumber of hours devoted to types
of reading end study by women averaged 148 more
per week than the mome



inother feet worthy of note 1s the dee
gree of relstiomship existing between the amount
of time spent by students in optionsl and reguired
reading. The only signifigent relationship found
between an Index of cuamlative univershlp scholare
ship and the amount of time devoted to reading was
& cocflfciont of & +28 for the wemen based on the
total time spent In reading and study. The come
parable coefficlents for the mem are low, showing
no epparant relationship between seholership and
the anount of reading done by the groupe



RECREATIONAL READING OF NEGRO COLLEGE STUDENTS

An inereesing intereost of educatiors, ine
structors, and librarians in what students actually
rﬂ,mmymmldm,mhwtom
them to road the right kind of literaturs, led Miss
Mollie Dunlep, Librerien of the State Tesshers Cole
lsge In WinstoneSalom, N rth Carolina, to meke e
study of the recroational reading of ebout 610 Negro
eolloge students In Yogro colleges. The study was
mede in Hempton Tnstitute, West Virginie State Cole
lege, State Teachers College, Fisk Un!versity,
Howard University mnd Atianta University, The ine
medemmmlcm

students,

Miss Dunlap statedz "The question, do cole
students reed? is usually answered negatively
brarigns, sducetors, emd instructors. They
meen to say to the wuestion, do college students
;O.lﬂ worth e literature o: their m.:niglﬁ"

® purely recreational or er purpose
true tu:’mchma&mc what? Few read light and
ction w

thers read very little
worthless 11 e O B Moo

pl



u."ﬂ"h"'hﬂohmumuraauu
uw‘uuxmm.m
materisle " auount of printed

Ri.n“ of the study revealed the follove
ing factss

le Nost of the books listed were those
Pequired by English coursese

24 lewspepers and megezines wore read more
than suything else. ‘
3¢ The hours for reading renge from 6 to 28

vith an averege of 7 hours per week spent in reade
ing newspapers by most studentse

4o Fiction led in the general recreational
reading wile poetry, dramsa, science and philosophy

| be The majority of students selected their
Wwamsl ’ctthomthor-ndw

of one sathor's collections because liked one
books Feow authors merit this compliment.

o.m-mu&:umu&um
"

racoe Mr::d' v.a‘v’:g:hoa.w.. -~ »
Thinke®, Schuyler's "Sleves Today", and Cullem's

mb‘omutheywtm;mmdm

vest bogks listed were "Vani
Fair® "F,. mm.'.. o N rmal Nind", and R
Mé o 'nzmyrobd.lﬂ:ﬂ.w.ﬁ.‘o
hnb:a:drmm:go 'm“u"”n".a to
have been their selectionse

WM“
MOO-::un::n. Sood Housekeeping, utm
Foman's Home Compeniom, Ladies o:'”u.,
7 , Colller, Saturdsy Evening Post,



Esonumics Bormal
Fnglish Jowrmal , listorleal Oyt Journal of
Secondary Hduoatl!on, Journal of Health and

a:lul Eduocati School Soelety emd Schoel
Seme of the Mm&mm wereg Revue
lPes Daex llondes, I1.'1 tion, and Vestern
lMann'se

From the study made of the senior class
of Prairie View Campus, this summer, I found about
the same facts revesleds The only difference isg
seniors did not list newspapers as being read for
recreations

Whereas some educators have been slow Iin
sapplying libreary facilitlies, Miss Dunlap gives
suggestions that will follow as recommendations

for stimalation of recreationel readinge
% ﬁ.&&amw

Provide books and apeess to theme Frée
Quently, access is all thet is needed for some



!bmmwldnotboromlhtmm
saould be comfortadl
book arrangeds Shelves should

Singe students are snxious to away
from required readin: when it uuutg‘ploum.
popular and readable books of nonefiction subjects
should be placed In this roome Such sollections

1, Standard Authors

8¢ Bgst current Fiction

Se Accepted Classics

de Works of Wegre Authors, and
Be Magazines will suffice,

Contemporary literature should also be

their reseh so that students may

the writers of today. Students should feel

to make the desired selection for reading,
on

should be ené€ od to mak worth
mﬂuy - oureag o o a

|
E

sln should be megnified,
to supply what & student wants to reed, but his

wants must be wholcsomee

tors will that
- mb«n. gmm ﬂm mtlol
serve to give a rich background of reading
education that will meet the dee

15
i

Y¥egro M”t'i::a a whole ':;108
books to appree ® nunmber
years md.zw enteored college with &
of interest t? or m:;‘:fw
it gives azres
et o ot us or guiding hand to

it

i
"
i

:
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iire Lowis Shores mede a study of the Negro
stulents and the white students et Chicage Univere
sity and the Negro students at Pisk University,

monnofthomntoomtho
two groups in reading interest, taking under cone
alderetion the major facters which affect mome
 flotion readers which ares sex, mmount of schoole
iq.anﬂwummmmrum,moh
are: geegraphicel onvironment, age, and amount of

time spent In rosdinge
Zhe Comparisons

b 4 The two schools were rated egual

i

II The groups were alike In eex,
amount of 820, OCCUpPSe
tion, and time spent In reading,

IIT They differ in geographicel ene
viromente The 1 part of
Fiszsk students live the South

mmqmupo&ud.d
gaused to live in a differmnt
envircnuonte

1ak students selected erticles dealing

with the following subjeets fram 117 topless

1e Vhat mokes & personality?

How to EKeep Healthy
.;.natogotdqnﬂlmm‘a‘u

¥hat makes & successful marriage?
::wnhlapodw
of

F. w.milw. VoleII, Octe 1935, page



The following are &
Mﬁﬁdutmtor-g"”mmu*

le How kings and queens
leaders win remown, ne Aeetal

2¢ How marketi and sale meth
have developed, " —

Se¢ What are the resgent development
in farming? ¥

4+ "hat do you lknow sbout fish and
marine life?

Se How to care for a family car.

Results of comparison between men and
women were comparatively egual in interest on the
same subjeetss No tople preferred by one was

avoided by the other,
A compariscn of subjeet interest of Negreo

and white college students indicates that there is
nugh more agreement between students of the seme
sex, regardless of race, then between students of
the same race regardless to seXe

Mr. Carnovsky stated that there appears
to be a high positive correletion between the
nonefiction reading interest of Fisk and Chlcsge
students, In case of the mem, coefficient corre=
lation 1s 818 $ 402 and in ease of women 817 $ +02

In comparing the two races, of forts were
made to hold all factors constant except raceés Cone



sidering the fectors found to effect groups of
non-fictional reading interest most, the two
groups wers found elike, differing only in race
end geographical cnviromment, which means that &
large mmber of Fisk students, es hes been found
true from studies made in Preirie View end other
Negro colleges, came from segregated, inferior
comunities in the South where little, if any,
optional reading materiel is available, They
enter sollege with no experience or desire for
resding other then reguirements for class worke

m.ﬂdyofutn-i reading done by
Fisk students has revealed the feet that their
reading interest 1s very similier to that of other
college students with the nabtural exeeption that
books by and about Negroes are more popular
than in white colloge libraricas

Vhatever effect race has ol none
fiction reeding 1s so slight that the present
study has been able to isokte 1t only as & minor

festore



ANOUNT OF READINCG AND STUDY
AMONG COLLECE STUDENTS

During reecent years, study end invostie
getion have proved that ective perticipation in
extrascurricular affairs does not nocesserily
affect scholarships

Jacobsen's study ehows no significant
difference in scholarship betwasen one group telke
ing part in interecollegiste athletics and snother
group of equel ability not perticipeting in athe
letic eventse It was ®iso found that students
working to supoort themselves messured up in
academle worke

The writer mede a further study to de=
termine fully the cxtent to which students one
gee in reading snd study, taking under cone
sideration sex differences together with ofhar

tmportent relationshiper

/

The study was nede on 205 students in the
esllege of science, literature, and aerts, end 112




wore furnished with spece provided for special
designation of time interwal during whish reede
ing was done, plece, kind of material read, and
muiber of psges read, All eall slips presented
in reserve room during six days period were markéd
by @ time clock when the book was delivered end
when it was returneds A cceffigient of correlae
tion of 56 between amount of time students ree
ported reading ‘n the reserve roum and the astusl
time the books were off the shelves indigates
that a considersble mmount of reliance can be
placed on the reports of the studentse

The question of compearing students on
the basis of timo spent in reading was taken
under consideration, snd extwese difference in
the rate of resding was noted emong the studentse
The anount of time spent In reading 1= not &
reliedble index of the smount of reading done,
hence there sppears to be & sufficient relatione
mmw.totnmt.rtmwza
reeding end study and the mumber of pages reuds

There wes no sufficlent class difference
noted in the emount of time devoted to reading
end study, and the musber of pagese iowever,
the seniors rud a greater number of pages then
sophamorese



On the besis of mumtes spent in reading
and studying during the week, sophomores spent the
greatest amount of time, juniors next and seniors
leaste

There was no sex difference: in the ,
smount of time spent in reading and study and In
the number of pages read,

It was also found that sophonorss,
Juniors, and senlors spent an averegt of approxie
mately 131/3, 123, and 12 hours e week respectively
in reading and studye. The average number of pages
read per hour varied from 22 to 39.

By the use of the ccllege abllity test
the relationship between the amount of reading and
intelligence or scholarship 1s negligible.



STUDY OF READING INTEREST OF
COLLEGE STUDENTS AND ADULTS

Eduecators, librarisns end instructors
have made investigetions of resding interests of
sollege and adult levels whieh indicete a growing
interest in a comperatively new fielde These ine
vestigations repreosent also & more selenfifie
approssh to the sroblem then do most of the high
school studiese. Three are based on sctual llorary
records, one on the persomal interview, cne on
daily records of reading, two on the Waples Check
List procedure, and two upon questiocanaire
methods, simillar t'.c; those of earlier reacarche

Investi gations of students' uae of the
library were conducted by Carnoveky In the Resident
Hall Librery of the University of Chicege and by
Jomson at Stephen col.ll.ogo.1

Cernovsky found mo significant difference
in the average smount of reading by freshmen and
seniors thoough greduate students read most of alle

Fictlion had a large clrculatione Scholare
ship was unaffected by much reading of nonecircular
sorte

N
English Journel, May 1985e



Johnson, studylng withdrewals over e
period of three months, found sixty per cont of
the solumtary reading of tho wmon In the Stephen
Collese to be In the fleld of fietiong twentye
five per cent in dreama, postry, biology, blograghy
and trevel combinedy rifteen per cent in social
solence, art, history, religion, and mentel
301 encee

Titles w!thdrawn twenty or more times
wered "The Good ‘arth®, "A Whlte Bird", Bmily
Post's "Ltiguette”, and the plays of Shakespeares

These studles add to the ebundent evie
Gence of the divorce between whet pecple like to
pead and what is presented ia the classrooms
MWthenodofhmwgﬁiwm

__mamumm.mmormuu

types of interest involved end the disscovery of
bettcr books, similiar in eppeole



A STUDY OF PERIODICAL READING
BY COLLEGE STUDENTS

Mre Hunter Allengbeing interested in reade
ing dono bLy college stuflents, made a study of the
freshmen end juniors of ¥Wisconsin State Teashers
College at Hilwaukee, His aim was to geot informes
tion concerning the reading deing done and the
. interest manifested in readings The data on sophoe
mores and seniors came incidentally from the groups
tmd-mnum-am‘

The guestionnaire consisted of the
follovhyz questionsg

le If you could read only five magasines
& month, which would you choose?

£¢ Who is the greatest men that ever lived?

. S¢ Yhat persons in the world would you
like best toc meet?

4e Who is the greatest woman that ever
1lived?

Be Could you write & per on Roosevelt's
mm'gtw ting references?

&6 "hat is your major subject?
No time limit was set as it was an ime
perfect matohing typoe
' As & result of the test, 36 juniors geve

B il

sehool Soclety, Volune XL, July 1934,
Page 70 « Elden .




correct answers, two scoring as high as 353 one
freshmen mede zerde The freshmen ¢lass had the
wmim_dth-mdm The sophoe
mores had the highest, with a rating 1f 17.1e

The juniors end seniors had scores of 166 and 15.8.
The probsble errors of the means of the freshmen
and the Juniors are 30 and «76e Those of the
other two classes ere & LIt highere

The History and Esonomic majors made the
highest scores with ratings of 20e1 end 16.8.
The ert students scored 93 the musie students,
9¢83 the inglish students, 10473 chemistry, 1ll.4;
lenguege, 123 and blologys 12e0e

The following magezines are the ones
selected by all classess Literary Digest, Atlantic
m.nmm,m.mm
National Geography, caturday GBvemning Post, Natlon
end Liverty.

A1l four of the classes selected Frenklin
Dthuthommuthqmldnh
most to meets Hc recelved 67 per cent of all the
votes , usselini, 12 per centy Einstein, 7 per
ecenty Hitler, § per conty ligy West and Gandhi,
4 per cenie



The group listed Jene Addems as the greatest
women who ever lived and she recelived 26 per cent
of all the votedy l!ladem Curle, 17 per centj and
Florence Nightingale, 13 per sent.

For the greatest men, they geve Abreham
Lincoln 37 voteag Jesus Christ, 873 and Edison,
9e Jesus Christ would have recelved the greatest
mmber, they exelaimed, 1f they hed enly lnown He

wes to de couidcrod.‘

Results of the Study

The study indicated that the eollege ine
strustors, librerisns, end educators were not
stimleting students to resde T§is was noted
frem the feots that 26 per sent of the students
could not score more them 8§ correst answerse
Only 44 per cent could ¢leim the ability %o
wmdte. They did not reed & selested mmber of
periodicals, Fow educational magasines were mene
tioned. "It would mppear that college students
et Mllwaukee State Teachers College read &
rather selective group of macesines”, stated ire
Hinter, He also Wwwnm
-jmngnmmmmdnmum
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test, - He attributed this, however, to not having
e rich backgrount in readings All the fault cens
lﬂhplndéitho-mu. Studies mede in
other colleges and the one made on Prairie View
Cempus this summer Iindicate that students come to
eollege without having any knowledge of library
fecilities, with no desire or experience in reade
inge Hemte, as lr. Hunter has stated, there pere
haps should be & greater Intergation of the college
course or some inducements to enscurage readinge
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