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CHAPTER
INTRODUCTION

For years educators have been concerned about the effect of
athletie participation on the scholastiec grades of athletes. They have
wondered if the number of sports partieipated in should be limited. suech
questions as: Is the curriculum too rigid? Is there enough time being
spent on the development of athletics? Or, i1s it that the partieipants
don't have the ability to think well., These and countless other ques-
tions remain unanswered. All of these things have left questions in the
mind of educators as to which has the greater influence upom athletie
success, superior physical material or the ability to adjust to new
situations?

The curricula is being broadened anually to help meet the
needs of the youth in our repid changing times. The curriculus mist
be arranged %o meet this challenge of the change. Educators are seek-
ing means, methods, and standards whereby tomorrow's leaders may be
prﬁpmd %o keep pace with the space erea. If we ﬁtl to prepare our
young people, we have not completed the task for which we have dedi-
cated ourselves., We as educators must meet the challenge of the present
age and anticipate that of the future, and by so doing prepare our
young people to live useful lives in the present and in times to come
during their entire life time.

The objective of the schools of this age is to prepare the
student, mentally, socially, academically, and physically for the voocae

$ion he may pursue after graduation. The literature reveals that adminie
strators want to provide a program of such nature, that it will allow



pupils to participate in whatever ocutside of the class room sotivities,
under school supervision, they may desirve. I is with those mentioned
facts in mind Shetyhave led $he writer in the direction of this study.
THE PROBLEM

With the questions and facts mentioned above in mind, the
problem is to determine whether there is any @ifference in the grades
of athletes as compared with the grades of none-athletes,

‘ THE PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY

The literature presents much information to the effect, that
eduestors seen $o agree with the genernl publie in thought if not in
agtion, that holds thet ethletics are over-emphasized. on the other hand,
8 lerge segment of the publie supports competitive athletics progrems
besause of a desire for enmtertainment. In view of this, 4t is hoped that
this study will help educators and pudblic supporters to form opinions
which will be based on evidence rether then thet of prejudice or self
interests It is also hoped that $his study will help those educsators
who feel that acadenic work is of primery import:nce and in She pro-
cess will weigh the values of athletics in tems of seholastic advances
ment, ind further, this study might also help orfentate those who think
that iﬁoﬁhmﬂMWhmﬂhnﬂc achieve~
 Bant, Since there has been constant comtroveray about the merits and
Mﬁdnﬁﬂoﬁu. 1% ie also thought that Shis study will show
whether the athletes of district 3 AAA ave below, on the level with,
or above the average acndemie lovel of their olasametes, in the areas
considered.



LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

This study is confined to the male students who mapriculated
in the high schools making up District 3 AAA of the Interscholastie
League of Texas, for the school years, 1959-1961 inclusively; Further,
only those subjects which carry ome unit credit per year will be con-
sidered, Nextly, attention will be placed only on the number of sports
in which the athlete participated rether than emphasizing any parti-
eular sport, In $his study comparisons are also made in the areas of
membership in honor societies, attendance;, intelligence quotients,
English, and participation in extracurricular activities not of athletio
nature,

METHODOLOGY

This study is based on comparison of athletes and non~athletes
in several areas, amd they are as follows: Grades, intelligence Quotients,
attendance records, membership in honor societies, and participation in
other special activities., The data are primarily statistical amd at
least some amount of variability and error can be expected.

The students' grades in solid courses for the three years of
high school are taken tro- the files of each schools An "A™ is recorded
as a 5, a "B" is recorded as a 4, a "C" is recorded as a 3, a "pv is
recorded as a 2, and a "F* ur.»m&:--l.thi:::.bu.wum
together and divided by the number of grades received, The guotient
received comprises the student's index number, The average index num-
ber is also %taken for the group of athletes, and non-athletes. The Aif



forence in the index number is the basis from which the comclusions
are drawn.

Comparison of absences were given the same consideration as
grades. The comparison in the other areas, already mentioned, also re-
coive attention in this report.

The athletes are also indexed according to the sport in whieh
they participated, football, basketball, baseball, temnis, or track. The
index average for each sport fomm basis for this part of the report.

The final conclusiomns of this study were drawn from the as-
sembled data which have been taken from the high school files of the
1962 senior boys of Distriet 3 AAA.

There are eight schools comprising Distriet 3 AAA as set up
by the Texas Interscholastic League of Prairie View A. and M. College.
Namely, Carthage, Gladewater, Henderson, Jacksonville, Kilgore, Lufkin,
Nacogdoches, and Pittsburg. The schools are located in the heart of
East Texas. The greatest distance separating any two schools im this
distriet is 125 miles.

The general industrial activities of this area range from
farning %0 oil production area, Most of the parents of the athletes
and nom-athletes inecluded in this study are in the low to medium in-
come bracket, with annual salsries renging from approximately two
thousand dollars to five thousand dollars.

Schools are classified according to the number of students
in the grades nine through twelve inclusive, Nacogdoches is the only
school in the district with its Junior High School on another campus.



DEFINITION OF TERMS
AAA CLASIFICATIONs AAA olassification means any school having
umllmtofﬁbh}zs students in the upper four grades.

Athlete. Tor the purpose of this study the word "athlete"
refers to the boy who has participated in either football, basketball,
hubau. tennis, or track during his high school temure.

. Non-ethlete. Noneathlote refers $o the boy who did not
participete in one of the five sports at any time during his high nlwol
dayse

' Hih gehool  In many cases high school includes the last
four gredes, but in this study it includes only the sophomore, junior,
and senior years.

Gredes. Grades are those marks, A, B, 0, D, or ¥, that the
student received in his solid courses.

Solid Courges.  Solid courses mean those subjects that give
full credit per yesr, or, one-half credit per semester. This includes,
English, social ctudu. mathematics, science, and vocational subjects.
1% does not include co-curricular subjects such as band and Physical
Education.

m Honor societies include those organie
zations or elnb- that are a part of the curriculum and receive as mem~
bers only those students who have high mdu and good character.

Qther Activities. Other activities refers to those activie

ties that require time other than school time and are not of athletie
nature.



Jntelligence Quotient. Intelligence quotient is derived by
dividing the student's mental age, as determined by a ltudamn‘d test,
by his chronological age and then multiplying the quotient by 100, In
this study, intelligence guotient refers to the score made om & stande
ardized intelligence test.

Grade Index. Grade index is the average grade received
by a student M’Mn school stated in terms of index numbers.

Average. The average in this study was obtandm all
of the grades scores had been added together and divided by the total
number of athletes, or non-athletes included in this study. The Aver-
age constitutes the basis for which the comclusioms of this study were
i ,



CHAPTER II
REIATED LITERATURE

Somerst made the latest available study on the comparisom of
the grades of athletes and non-athletes. The purpose of the study was
to compare the academic grades of participants in intramurel class team
competition at Smith College with those of nom-participents. In order
to secure a comparison between the two groups of students as it exist
from yeer to year in normal college situation, it was decided %o follow
the four-year careers of members of a specific class. The class of 1948
was selected.

She concluded that: Participation in class team competition
does not appreciably affect, either adversely or favorably, the academic
grades of student participants: during any single year; nor during the
cumulative four year period. Students in the upper 9 per cent of the
class who participated in ¢lass team competition were slightly superior
in agademic average tham noneparticipants. Students in the lower per
cent of the elass who participated in class team competition obtained
an academic average equal to that of non-participants. The intramursl
participants, in both the upper and lower 9 per cent of the class is
more active in additional extracurricular activities than the non-
participants The participants in the intramurel sports seem to have
a glight edge in their academic achievement.

Lisdeline ;nun. " A Camparetive study of Perticipation in
Extrecurricular Sports and Muluto Grades,"” Research Quarterly, XXX
(Mareh, 1951), 84~90. ’



Ray* made a study of intererelationship of physical and mental
abilities and achievement, He found that within the limit of an I. Q.
group, this study finds physical ability a more reliable predictor of
acadenic muuc than is rohﬁn Le Q. At the low I. Qe 1m1.
unmessured quality seems to influence achievement of all sorts in the
individual who persist in school attendance.
. There are teachers who believe that athletic participation is
hammful to scholagtic success of students, as shown in a study made by .
Powers in twenty California high schools., As reported by Jacobsen®,
the instructors in these schools were polled, The results showed that
fram 60 to %5 per cent believe athletics detrimental to intelluctual
&tortl, .scholarship, memory, concentretion, reasoning, and will power,
‘ As has been stated, some teachers believe participation in
athletivs is unfavorsble to scholastic attainment, But, o the contrery,
Washke'sd study of scholestic attainment in intramurel sports to de=
m what effect, if any, intramurel sports participation had on
the scholastic attainment of certain men students at the University of
Oregon, He Concluded that:

Jgarold C. Ray, "A Study of Iater-relationship of Physicel and
Mental abilities and Achievements of High School Boys in Palo Alto

Public Sehools,” Research Qnartexly, IX (March, 1930), 121-140.

27ohn M, Jacobsen, "Athletics and Seholarship in the High
Sehool," Sghool m. 00T (April, 1931), 280282,

3Paul R. Washke, "A Study of Intresurel Sports Perticipetion
and Scholastie Attainment,” Rosearch Guarterly, XI (may, 1940), 2227,



The figures show that the intramural
program, as it is functioning at the
University of Oregon at least, has no
deliterious effect on the participantts
scholastic attainment,

YR AR TR R S R R R R R R R R R R R R R N NN N
Purther study on this problem will un=-
doubtedly be valuable to the research
worker in this field, which there have
been few to date.

A more complete study was made by Purdyl of Franklin High
School, Franklin, N. J+ The study was made over a tem year period
between 1939 and 1948, Purdy found that baseball players had the
highest scholastic record of all the athlot;c groups, and that a higher
percentage of athletes go to college than noneathletes,

Purdy drew four conc¢lusions from his study of this high
school, and they are as follows:

The fact that the grades of the athletes
averaged 1.8 percentage points above the
non-athletes indicated that participation
in athleties is no drawback scholastically,
and that sports may actually serve as a
stimulent to many who otherwise would nege
lect their studies., The scholastic eligie
bility reguirement alone constitutes a
sharp-edge spur for the athletes. The boy
wuo parbicipates in all four sports is
more likely to be a better student than the
boy who only participates in one or two.
This shows that additional time spent in
athletic activity is not a drawback to
scholastic achievenent., The athlete is
more likely to enter college than the none
athlete. Since practically all investiga=
tions to the effect of interscholastie
athleties on scholarship have shown

lpeg Purdy, "Athlet o Scholars," Scholasti
PR, - -4 54;56. etes vs. Se 8, olastie goagg. XIX
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gible results, it would seem to follow that the
non-athlete s the looser in experience.

Cook and Thompsom: made & stuey of the letter boys and non=
letter boys in the Hughes Hish School, Cineinnati, who were in the class
of 1922 to 1920, inclusive, The gemeral purpose of the study was to as=~
certein some faets concerning the scholarship and the educational progress
of high school athletes.

There was a total of exectly 100 boys who won letters in one
or more of the following sports, football, bageball, track, swimmiag,
and tennises Ninety~one of the boys graduated in 1920, or earlier; the
other § failed to graduate,

For comparison with the letter boys who graduated, 20, none
letter boys were selected in alphabetical order from each class for the
five years indicateds A special group for comparison with the § letter
boys who did not graduate was secured by palring esch of these boys
with a non-letter boy who entered at the same time and remeined the
same number of semesters.

When a subject vn.u. repe:ted because of frilure, the mark ree
ceived the first time the subject was token was the only one recorded.
It was found that the athletes had both the highest and the lowest
grades, but the non-athletes had a slightly higher average than the
athletess The average of tﬁo boys in the lettergroup ranged from

a 9440 to bls4 § those of the nome=letter boys varied from 91l.5 to 70+9s

lWil].lnn A. Cook and Mable Thompson, "A Comparison of Letter
Boys afid Non=letter Boys in a City High School," School Review, LXXXV
(May, 1928), 370~358 ‘
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Whereas in 1932-33, Eaton and shannon’ made a study of the
athletes and non-sthletes entering Indiana State Teachers' College of
that yeer. On the day of emrollment in the college each x;xalo atudent
was asked to add to the information called for on the registration form
filed with the dean of men the answer to the guestion, "Did you earn a
letter in athletics while you were in high school?" From these forms
were compiled two lists of names, one of 29l lettermen, and the other
of 380 non~lettermen, a total of 679 students.

The purpose of the study was two fold: (1) to compare the high
school lettermen with respeect to scholastic achievement, and (2) to
find the comparative number of high school letter men and non=lettormen
who entered college and who also graduated from college.

0f the high school graduates who entered
Indiana State Teacher's College and were
included in this study, those who had earned
letters in high school athletics were
somewhat lower in intelligence than the
men who had not. The high school athletes
were also slightly less successful in
college scholarship than the non-athletes.
However, their scholarship was higher in
proportion to their intelligence than of
non-athletes. The coefficients of corre=
lation between intelligence and college
scholarship for both groups of men were
similer to those found elsewhere in the
United States. The proportion of high
school athletes entering college was uni-
formly higher than that of non~athletes

in the same high school graduat classes.
This fact may account for the finding that

1porothy Eaton and J. R Shannor, "College Careers of High

?,;2.’2%1?“““' and Non-athletes," School Review, XLII (May, 1934),
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the group of athletes entering college was
somewhat below the other group in aver:ge
intelligences The proportion of high school
athletes graduating from college was also
greater than the similar proportion on non-
athletes in the same high school graduate
ing classes both in the case of the two
groups that graduated from high school

and also in the case of the two groups that
entered college.

1n the final summary the authors were of the opinion that the
active or passive influences exerted by colleges to draw athletes might
explain why a larger percentage of high school athletes than non-athletes
entered college., To counteract this, the idea was also expressed that
colleges actively seek exceptional scholars by means of scholarships,
and this factor may also have had its influence.

But findings by Hakonmithl does not support those views.
Hakensmith made a comparison of academic and intelligence scores of 322
students at the University of Kentucky. The purpose of the study was
o study the relationship of intramural participation to the academic
grades of the university students. Ihe result of the study suggest that:

the freshman participation in intramursl athletics does not have a
marked effect upon the student's academic grade. Participants in intrae
mural athletics as a whole hav; a higher mean intelligence rating than
those who do not participate. Sophomore participants show slightly

higher mean academic grade, and that junior and senior intramural pare

ic. W, Hakensamith, "A Comparison of Academic and Intelligence
Scores of Intramural Participants of the University of Kentucky,"
Research Quarterly, VIII (March, 1938), 94-97.
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tieipents demonstrate a definite higher meen academic grade than do
nop=participants of tho seame classes.

Finch's* investigetion in 1341, in which he attempted to
roveal any relationship existing between interscholastic participation
and scholustic aghievements Among boys greduating from University nigh
sehool, University, innosota, 174 boys were used in the study.

Five sports were ineluded, footbull, basketball, buseball,
track, ard swimming. Five standardiged test were used to compute intele
ligence guotients, These intelligence quotients along with the quarter
grades of the students formed the mu of she study.

The following conclusions were drewn after careful eonul-
tion and study was given to the problem.

There 1s @ slight tendenay for boys of high intelligence %o
engage less in interschool athletics. Boys who play on teams engaging
in interschool athletics contest receive grades approrimstely equal %o
MnMMb’m&mlmhlmnvmlnnﬂMMOf :
lpehhnsq Hoys engnging in more than one sport receive marks npproxi-
motely the mumuwmumxmmmnm
rtngll.v. there is no evidence ‘tm boys engsging in any perticular

Op0rt Aiffer Marigdly in mehdevement from boys engoging in eny other
aport.

1, He Finoh, "Athleties and /chievement in Hiigh ichool,"
Sehool and Joolety, XXV (Februazy 27, 1942), 219-300.
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A study made by J cmol1 with reference to the intelligence of
high school athletes and non~athletes. He pointed out that for years
the relationship between brain and brawn h-s led many interesting
diseussions in respect to the idea that some people consider athletics
an activity in which physieal strength is the only requirement; while
others contend that intelligence is also necessary. Jones drew the fole-
lowing conclusions: High school athlepes are more intelligent than none
athletess, There is a smaller percentage of athletes than non-athletes
in the lower intelligence level. A larger per cent of the athletes than
of the non-athletes is in nommal and superior groups of intelligence.

In the very superior and near genius groups the percentage of athletes
and non~athletes is approximately the same.

A further study was made by Seeger and Postpichal? on intelli-
gence and certain physical abilities. The purpose of the study was to
determine if Philadelphia teachers of physical education found lower
levels of achievement in physical activities in the school organized
primarily to care for ehildren of low mentality.

The subjects of the study were 050 boys in two special schools

in the city of Philadelphia. A mental score for each boy under considera-

tion was obtained from the offices of Philadelphia schools. Each boy

3L, s Jones, "A Comparison of the Intelligence of Athletes

211(?: g;n-nthletel.' Sehool and Soeiety, XLII (September 21, 1935),

274 Cs Seeger and Otto Postpichal, "Relation Between Intellie
gence and Certein Aspects of Physical Abilities," Journel of Rducational
Regearch, XXX (Oetober, 1936), 104106,



15

was given athletic test in the following events: Overhead ball throw;
fifty yard dash; standing hopy step and jump; and chinning. The results
were recorded.

The results showed the correlations between I. Qs and scores in
athletic events were positive, but too low to be of rach forecasting
usefulness, The I, Q. score correlations were high for the more compli=
cated eventss, The facts indicated a definite correlation between
desirable attributes of intelligence and measured other factors in this
study, and the athletic ability tested in the five events. Brighter boys
tend to achieve better scores. However, the individual variation is so
great, and the forecasting ability is so small that these tendencies
should not be given an individual application.

These studies shows that there is no significant difference

between the athletes and non-athletes in the areas considered in these
gtudies,



CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS OF DATA

The grades of the athletes and non-athletes are of primary
importance in this study. Instead of using number averages beginning
at "0" and expending through "1l00", or letter averages such as "A", "B"
or "C", this study uses index averages that can be translated from either
the letter system or the number system. Since one schcol uses one type
of marking system, and another school uses another type, the index
averuges are used in this study are more suitablo for the comparisons of
the two groups. It may well be repeated that an ™A™ or number eguivalent
to an "A" is assigned the index number 5; a "B" or equivalent number
is assigned and index number 4; A "C" or equivalent nunber is assigned
an index number of 3; a "D" or equivalen number is assigned an index
nusber of 2; and a "F" or equivalent number is assigned an index nume
ber of 1. The number obtained by teking the arithmetical average of the
index number which were computed from the student's grades, represents
the student's total index numbers This index is computed corrcct to
the nearest thousandth of a points

The grades come from solid courses that offer one-half credit
for a semester's works English, social studies, vocational subjects,
mathematics, foreign lenguage; and science all fall into this catagory.
Grades for band, even though it offers full credit in some cases, are
not considered because in some of the schools athletes are not pere
mitted to take band and vice-versa. The subject areas considered sre

those in which both athletes and non=athletes haVe an equal opportunity
to participate. Plus or minus marks are not taken into consideration.

16
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The index number of each group is the average derived from the
total number of students in each group. It is easy to see that if the
grades for each school were averaged and then the grades from all of the
schools were averaged again, it would not give the desired index average,
because each school average had been computed to the nearest thousandth
of a point previously. The fact that each school does not have the same
number of students would also make an average computed by schools in-
adequate for this study.

This study is designed to give correct to the thousandth of
a point, computed by arithematical computation, the average which seem
to give the true image of the average grades of all of the schools ine
cluded in this study. Sinece this study is primerily interested in the
average grades for the athletes and the average grades for the non-
athletes of all of the schools, rather than for each school, it again
seem impractical to emphasize the average for the individual schools.
The average for each school was computed, this was done only for the
purpose of finding the general average for all of the schools and was
was given no consideration in this study.

Tables are provided to show all of the comparisons of the
athletes, and of the noneathletes included in this study. Each table
is explained, and the final average for the athletes and for the none
athletes are pointed out.

All other arears considered in this study are treated in

a like manner.
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Pable I gives the index averages of grades for both athletes
and the averages for the nom-athletes according %o sc¢hools.
TABLE X
COMPARLSON OF ALL HIGH SCHOOL GRADES MADE BY
ATHLETES AND NON-ATHLETES TN DESTRECT 3 At

3.875
3.875
3,043

Lufkin 19 3e4b2
Nacogloches 43 3.623 3.594

1
21
1
1
30
5
b
Pittsburg “‘i%" - 2.804 'E?"‘ 34774

It was found from Tedle I that the averege for athletes is 3.695,

and that the averege for non-athlotes is 3.476. It cen be noted the
total number of each group, and the total index average for the athletes
and the total average for the non-athletes.

The athletes have a higher average than the non-athletes in
Gladewater, Henderson, Kilgore, Nacogdoches, and Lufkin, while the non-
athletes lead in the other three schools, those being Pittsburg, Carthage,
and Jacksonville. The athletes (Table I) from Henderson registered the
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highest grades of any group with an index average of 3.970. If this grade
was transferred back to & regular mumber or letter grade, it would pro-
bably amount to about an 85, er "B".

In the elective subjects, a careful check was made to determine
if there was any differemce in the type of subjects preferred by each
of the groups. With the exception of band, there was no evidence pref-
erence. Voeational subjeets, music and art were about evenly distribe-
uted among the athletes and nom-athletes.

The average grede for each of the 147 athletes was taken and
then averaged as a group to find the index average. The average grade
for all athlotes of the 1361-62 semior class of District 3 AAA was 3.005.
This average is 129 of an index point higher than the average for the
non-athletes. The 107 non-athletes ineluded in this study represents
42.5 per cent of the total number of semjor boys who graduated from Dis-
trict 3 AAA high schools in 1962,

The highest non-athlete average was made at carthage, but,
since; this included only ome boy, the average is not of particular
value. The 40 non~athletes from Nacogdoches probably presents the
mogt acceptable grades with an aversge of 3.594. As has already been
mentioned the five non-athletes from pittsburg, and one non-athlete
from Carthege, and the one noneathlete from Jacksonville are the only
three groups that led the athletes in index average.

The sbove mentioned information indicates that there is very
little difference between the actual grades made by athletes and non=-
athletes who are included in this study, and that the little difference



that does exist is in favor of the athletes.

Grades received in Rnglish were the only grades that were
compared in an individual subjeet matter area. With such a wide range
of electives it seem impractical ¢o try to compare grades in other
subjects. Since English is required throughout high school, it makes
an ideal subject for comparison.

The index average for the 147 athletes is .16l of an index
point higher then that of the 107 non-athletes as will be seen in Table II.

TABLE IX
COMPARISON OF HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH GRADES MADE

BY ATHLETSS WITH THOSE MADE BY NON-ATHL
OF DISTRICT 3 AAA SCHOOL GRADUATES OF 1

Average of Number of Average of

Sehool. Am.!._.._.&e._e Jlon-athletes  Non-athleves
Carthage 12 34792 1 44000
Gladewater 20 34033 21 2.960
s 1 3.985 1 3.%553
Jacksonville 7 30476 1 34107
N ERPES 24 34215 30 2,233
Lufkin 19 3.088 5 2,667
Nacogdoches 3 34519 44 34407
Pittsburg . 2,576 ; % 3.125

Table II shows that the eleven athletes from Hemderson have
the highest index average for athletes with an average of 3.985. The one
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pon-athlete from Carthage posted a 4.000 average, but of course this
average represents only one person, and therefore does not reflect the
average of all of the non-athletes. The 44 non-athletes from Nacog-
doches were next with an aversge of 3.467.

The index average for the athletes is 3.413 (Table II), page
20 gives this information. If this average was evaluated back to a
letter grade it would be about & "C". The index average for the non-
athletes is 3. 252, (Table II), page 20, gives this information. If
this average was evaluated back %0 a letter grade it would also be
equivalent to a "g".

For many years various means of testing ones mental ability
have been devised. The most common type of testing is the group intel-
ligence test which is designed to be used to check at intervals through-
out the student's school career. The seore used in each case in this
study is from the latest test that was given to the student during his
high school career. In any one school the test may have been made when
the students were sophomores, or possibly while they were seniors.

In order for the conclusions to have real statistical value,
it would probably be necessary for the same type test to be given to
all students at the same time. Since this is not possible, the intel=-
ligence quotients as they were found, are presented in this study. Due
to the fact that some students were absent on the days that the tests
were given, and due to new students moving in, the average does not
represent the total number of students involved in the study. Pittsburg

had no records whatsoever, but the other seven schools had records on



most of their students. The schools recorded intelligemce quotients for
132 of the athletes and 97 of the non-athletes, The writer is mindful
of the athletes and the nom-athletes that are not inelude.

Table III presents the intelligence quotients as they were
found in the different schools. The average is computed correct to the
nearest whole number, and that average is found in the table,

TABLE IXX

COMPARISON OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS MADE BY ATHLETES
AND NON-ATHLETES OF DISTRICT 3 AAA

E e

Number of Average I. Qe Number of Average I. Q.
Sghool | Athletes __ of Athletes Non=a hletes of Non*athletes
Carthage 10 101 1 123
Gladewater 19 108 21 104
Henderson 1 102 1 94
T acksonville 7 % i 200
Kilgore 23 101 24 104
Luficin 19 105 5 104
Nacogdoches 43 111 44 111
Pittsburg __g_poom available T-

I% can be determined from the scores in Table III that the
average intelligence quotient for athletes is 106, It may also be de-
termined from the data in Table III that the average for the non-athletes
is 107,
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The athletes lead, as far as avereges are concerned, in four
of the schools, and had the same average as non-athletes in another one
of the schools. The highest average for athletes was that of Nacogdoches
students who had a mesn I. Qe of 1ll. The average for all of the athletes
is 106,

The average for the intelligence scores of the 37 non-athletes
is 107. This is a difference of 1 point in favor of the non-athletes.
This small difference does not justify any conclusions since the intelli-
gence test themselves are not considered to be 100 per cent correct. This
indicates that the athletes of Distriet 3 AAA made better marks in re-
lation to their intelligence quotients in the 1961-62 school yesr, but
the difference is not statistically significant.

Securing good attendance is a problem that has plagued some people
since the beginning of modern schools. Some pupils are absent through
necessity, while others are absent simply because they want to be absent.
Work is the excuse most offered for absences among both the athletes,
and the non-athletes. Days, or periods out of the class room due to school
trips such as Interscholastic League Sports, band trips, agriculture trips,
Hi Y organization trips, Home Economic trips, and student couneil trips
are not counted as absgences agninst the student since they were school
sponsored affairs., This part of the report does not take into considera~-
tion, whether the absences were excused, or unexcused.

The absentee records of the 147 athletes and the 107 none
athletes were taken directly from the permanent attendance records of each
sehool, and vepresents the absences for the 1961-62 sehool year only.
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‘Table 1V compares the absentees of the athletes with those of
the non-athletes.
TABLE V

COMPARISON OF THE ABSENCES OF ATHLETES WITH THOSE OF
NON-ATHLETES DURING THE 1961-62 SCHOOL YEAR

by Wivee pgrnar By B
Sghool _vas absent wag sheent .
Carthage 12 4
Gladewater 6 10
Henderson 5 38
Jagksonville n L4
Kilgore o “
Lufikin Y 8
Nacogdoches 12 9
Pittsburg 8 4

Table IV reveals that the athletes were absent on an average
of § times, and that the nom-athletes were absent on an average of O times.
The athletes were absent about 5.8 per cent of the time and Pre-
sent about 94.2 per cent of the time during the 1961-62 school year. The
schools themselves show very little difference in the average of the
athletes and the none-athletes.
The non~athletes were absent about 5.1 per ceant of the time,
and, (Table IV), present about 949 per cent of the time. Again, the
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margin is very close which indicates that 1ittle can be assumed in the
way of comparison. Seven-temths of one per cent is the total difference,
g0 it can hardly be said that one group is far better than the other

in attendance.

The data indicates that the location of the school has very
little to do with the number of times a student was absen®, and the
data also indicates that it makes very little difference whether the
student is an athlete or a non-athlete.

Academie honors are awarded to those who achieve certain high
standards. Usually the rewards consist of medals, or citations but
ocassionally, scholarship $0 Colleges, or Universities are given as
inducements to the achievement of academic success.

The National Honor Soeciety is one of those organizations which
recognizes each year the seniors who have maintained high standards in
leadership, citizenship, scholarship, and service. The student not only
has to make high marks, but must possess other admirable gharacteristics
as well, in order to be a member of the National Honor Society. The
teachers evaluate these other characteristies plus academic averages of
the student and the result determine whether the student is eligible for
admission to the society. ‘

Not all of the schools in Distriet 3 AAA participate in the
selection of students for membership in the National Honor Society,
but each school has same type of loecal society that recognizes those
students of outstanding ability and achievemens. The student gounecil,
which is found in severel of the schools, and the Hall of Fame at

grhe W. R. Banks
airie View A. & M.
Tanal g o AL Collegey
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Ludkin are two examples of local societies found in District 3 AAA
schools.

At the end of each school year there is still another honor
which is bestowed upon two members of the graduating class. The
valedictorian, the student hoving the highest average through out high
school, and the salutatorian, the student having the second highest
average, are indeed honors. The students who achieve either of these
honors had to do so in competition with girls as well as the other boys.

The writer recognizes the faet that there are numerous
other societies, end onganizations that has some type of screening
process for the selection of its members. Sumner training instutites,
fellowship grants, and others. Only those honor societies mentioned
above are the ones considered im this study. It is the usual custom
to think of the girls receiving most of the honors from the societies.
Girls arc not included in this study, but a careful survey of the
records was made, and the greater number of honors were won by the
female students. |

In spite of the faet that most girls do not utilize as much
time in athletic competition as do the athletes, did not conform to
the ides of girls receiving all of the honors.

No logieal explanation can be given for the lack of honors
received by the non=athletes. Again this bears out the literature
in that athletes seem to share in more of the honors then do the
non-athletes.
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hblovunsmvmofmrnoutymmuncof
athletes and non-athletes in each society from each school,
TABLE V

A COMPARISON OF THE SPECIAL ACADEMIC HONORS
OF ATHLETES AND NON®ATHLETES

Wational  Loeal . yaledictorian or
Honor Society Honor Society salutatorian

M # Ed B ES ‘ “* ‘Ea l#
Carthage 0 0 4 0 i ]
Gladewater 9 - Vsl 1 0 0
Henderson 0 0 1 0 2 0
Jaeksonville 0 0 1 ] ° 0
Kilgore 5 y T 0 1 0
Lufiin 0 0 5 0 1 0
Nacogdoches 0 2 il 3 '] 0
Pittsburg = _ 0. e = e T

From the information in Table V, it can be seen that
Gladewater’'s athletes headed the list of the National Honor §ociety
with 9. Nacogdoches' athletes headed the list inm the local Honor
Soclety with 11, W'l athletes accounted for both the Vale-

dletorien and the Salutatorian of that schools The mon-athletes did
not lead in any society.

* The letters (A)* and (N-A)*, represents th athletes and
non-athletes respectively.



The athletes of Distriet 3 AAA had a total of 14 students
in the Netional Honor Society, 22, in local societies, and 4 of the
athletes were either Valedictorian, or salutatorian, The total number
of athletes represented in all of the honor societies is 40. This means
that 27 per cent of the athletes in the 196162 gradusting class were
members of some type of honor soeiety.

Out of the group of non-athletes, 8 were members of a
National Honor Society, 7 were members of local societies, and non
of thn non-athletes had an average high enough to be Valedictoriam,
or Salutatorian at his respective sehool. The 15 non-athletes re-
presents the students from that group who were members of an honor
society, These 15 students represents 14 per cent of the total nunber
of non-athletes.

The so-called extracurricular activities of school plays
an importent part in the sechool's program. The term extracurricular
in this study means any sehool sponsored event that requires extra
time on the part of the student. Band, Plays, annual staff, school
paper, and choral musiec are the specific activities chosen for this
study, The activities were not chosen on the basis of importance to
the school program, but on the basis of the use of extra-class time.
Of course there are many other activities that take a student's time,
but they are usually of shorter duration than the ones unno;ud above.

Selection of school favorites is amother activity in which the

popularity and personality of individuals is concerneds School favorites
are selected by the stu:
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must have faculty approval. The school favorites considered in this study
include only those students elected by the entire student body. Class
favorites are not included.
Table VI presents the number of students of each of the two
groups considered who participated in the sctivities in each schools
TABLE VI

COMPARISON OF THE GROUPS IN EXTR:=CURRICULAR P RTICIPATION
OTHER THAN SPORTS AND IN CHOICE OF SCHOOL FAVORITES

Plays Band School paper Choral Favorites

Sehool (A) (N=a) (&) (N-p) (4) (Nea) (A) (N=a) (A) (N-p)
Carthage S ol Lalan sk o8 0 0 0 50
Cladewator TN NG 1 0 g B $s 9
Henderson 7 0 0 0 2 0 No Record
Kilgore . soldai®isesd 1 1 il 5 ©
Lufkin 5o vl asilbr B eI | B 4R L |
Jacksonville 0 0 3 0 0 0 85 O 0 0
Hacogdoches 4 1 0 9 2 2 1 3 4 2
“ittsburg sl s . i i a8 9 g e
22 5 9 22 12 4 ° 5) 17 3

Table VI shows a compurison of the athletes and the non-
athletes in extracurricular participation other than sports and in the
choice of school favorites. Including both athletes and non~athletes,
twenty-seven students participated in plays, 31 participated in band,

and 21 were members of the annual staff, 12 were members of the choral
group, and 20 were elected school favorites.
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The athletes as a group had 22 participants in plays, 9 band
participants, 12 annual staff and school paper participants, © members
in the choral group, and 17 school favorites. This is a total of 49‘
nhle_tes in activities that require time outside of school hours.

The group of non-athletes had § paruoipents in plays, 21
participants in band, 6 annual staff and sehool paper members, © choral
participants, and 3 school favorites. In some schools athletes were not
allowed to participate in band, 80 this may account in part for the none
athletes having the larger group in this area.

Comparisons of the athletes and non-athletes shows that
about 15 per cent of the athletes, and about 5 per cent of the non-
athletes participated in plays. This is a difference of 10 per cent
in favor of the athletes. $ix per cent of thé athletes and 15 per cent
of the non-athletes participated in band., This is a difference of 9
per cent in favor of the non-athletes. Right per cent of the athletes
and about 5 per cent of the non-athletes participated on the school
paper, or annual staff. This is a difference of three per cent in favor
of the athletes. Four per cent of the athletes and 5 per cent of the none-
athletes participated in choral. The athletes had 11 per cent of their
total number elected as school favorites, while the noneathletes had
only 3 per cent.

The above information indicated athletes, even though they
spend time in athletics, thay also spend more time in other activities
than do the noneathletes. It is also noticed that the athletes rate

higher in popularity than do the members of the non-athletes' group.
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There were 00 senior boys who participated in football in
District 3 AMA during the years of 1959~1961 inclusive. This total also
represents the largest number of participants in any one sport. Since
eleven players are required to constitute a football team, this indicates
that there is a large number of participants who are below the senior
class.,

Table VII éolumn 1, gives the football average for each school,
and the average for all schools is found in Table VIII.

TABLE VII

A COMPARISON OF THE AVERAGES OF ECH
SCHOOL ACCORDING TO THE SPORT

Sehool football  Basketball  Baseball Track  Tennis
Carthage 30435 44000 - 3,386 3.122 34002
Gladewater 34302 3.876 4297 40045 34811
Henderson 44177 34926 %842 3.200 o Participants
Jacksonville 3,443 3.845 4004 34442 3,636
Kilgore 3.847 34090 3.307 3150  3.728
Lufkin 44062 34203 3.084 3,108 34981
Naeogdoches 3e222 2,98y 3.490 3,018 4e252
Pittsburg 34306 Bedd4 34132  3.501  No Participents

It can be noted from Table VII, the senior boys who partici-
pated in football from Henderson had the highest index average in all

grades with 4.117. The football participants from Lufkin were second
highest with an average of 4.062.
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The study reveals that the grades made by football players
have no apparent difference from those mede by players of any of the
other sports. The fact that the football seasom is longer than the
seagon for any of the other sports, and requires more time outside of
the class room, had no decided effect on the participants.

There were 29 senior boys in the graduating class of 1962,
who participated in basketball during the three seasons of their high
sechool career. This number represents 17.00y per cent of all of the
senior athletes in this study.

The fact that only 5 players are required %o constitute a
team offers no logical explanation for the small participation. The
fact thet some of the latest trends in coaching this sport is to use
as many underclassmen, as is feausibly possible, probably accounts to
a large extent for the small participation in this sport by senior boyse.

Since this is the only indoor sport in this sfudy, and it is
played during the winter months o{ the school term, the small per cent
of 17,00y is astonishing for the basketball participation. |

The basketball partioipapts from Carthage had the highu‘t
average with 4.000. , This average has very little significance, since
there was only one s_onior pmieipant in basketball from that school.

Henderson was second highest in average, with an average
ot B-526, This, $00; does not indicats asy significant differemce in
syerage since there was only one basketball participant from that school.

Table VII, column 2, page 31, gives the basketball averages

for each sci.ools The averages of 3.555 for all of the schools is found



in Table VIII.
TABLE VIII
N A COMPARISON OF THE AVERAGES

ACCORDING TO SPORT

Name of Sport Average of Sport
Football 3.609
Basketball 34550
Baseball 34676
Track 5430
Tennis %4835

The basketball average, as in the averages previously
discussed, show no appreciable difference from those of any other
sport.

There were 55 senior boys who participated in baseball
in District 3 AAA during the 1959-1961 sechwool ye: rs inclusive. This
total represents the second iurgeat number of participants in any onme
sport. OSince it takes Y players to constitute a baseball team, this
indicated that juniors, and sophomores are used in many instances in
order to field a team. Baseball season arrives near the end of the
school year, which may account for the lack of participation by senior
boys.

The senior boys who participated in basebal from Gladewater
had the highest index average in all grades with 4.297. The Jackson-

ville students were second highest with an average of 4J064.
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Table VII, eolumn 3, page 31, gives the baseball averages for
Distriet 3 AAA sehools, and the averages for all of the sehool or 3.670,
for the same sport is found in Table VIII on page 33

The track participents had the lowest grades with en average
for all of the schools of 3.4;0. There were H0 seniors who competed
in track, which me=ns about %4 per cent of the athletes were out for
tragks. The track participents from Gledewater had the highest grades
with an average of 4.045. The above mentioned tables on pages 31 and 33,
supplies the averages for the grades of the track partieipants.

only 6 schools in District 3 AAA entered players in tennis in
the Interscholastic League competition. Those were; Gladewater,
Kilgore, Nacogdoches, Carthage, Jacksonville, and Lufkin., Lufkin had
three boys who advanced to the finals in the 1962 state Tennis Tourna-
ment at Prairie View A. and M. College. The tennis players from Nacog-
doches had the highest average of the © schools represented with an
average of 4252, The average of 3.035 for all of the schools made by
tennis players was the highest average made in any of the sports. There
were only 16, or approximately 10 per cent of the athletes, who partie-
eipated in tennis. This small numdber is probably due to the faet that
it takes only 1 or 2 players to constitute a team.

Tables VII and VIII, on pages 31, and 335 respectively,
also; have the same type of information regarding temnis players as
is shown for the participents in the other sports.

The stimilus for this part of the study came from the discussion
of whether it is best for a boy to participate in more than one sport.
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Some contends that a boy who partiecipates in sports all year, will
negleet his studies to such an extent that his grades will be lowered.
The data as found in this study indicates that the boys, in pistrict 3 Aal,
who participated in only one sport made the lowest grades out of the
group of athletes.

Among the 8 schools of this study, the boys from Henderson
who participated in only one sport had the best grades with an average
of 34538,

Table IX lists the averages by schools.

TABLE IX

GRADES AVERAGES OF PARTICIPANTS IN ONE,
TW0, THREE, OR FOUR SPORTS

Puﬂ.eimu P-rud.pm: pu-tfdpm. Paru cipan’u

school.

Carthage

Gladewater 34151 4122 4458 44557
Henderson 44050 3.983 3.768 44577
Jacksonville 3,038 3432 40479 3.847
Kilgore 34539 3,656 34762 None
Lufiin 3.332 34024 34536 34347
Nagogdoches 3.5¢] 3.543 }.183 Hone
Pittsburg 34079 2.933 2.695 2.227

There were 45 boys who perticipated in 2 of the 5 sports.
These athletes had the highest grades with an index average of 3.679.

Among the schools included in this study, the boys who partie-
ciputed in 2 gports from Gladewater, had the highest grades with an

average of 4.122. The two sport participants from Carthage were second,



with an average of 3.998.

There were 22 senior boys out of the 147 athletes, who parti-
cipated in 3 of the four sports, and their average was 34562, which ranks
third, This is only 04117 of an index point behind the first renking
participators.

The three sport participators from Jacksonville made the
highest grades with an average of 4.479.

Table X gives the number of athletes and the number of sports
in which they participated.

TABLE X

AVERAGES POR PARTICIPANTS IN ONE,
THo, THREE, OR FOUR SPORES

Number of Number of

fart ts8
One Sport 60 34538
Two Sports H 3.079
Three Sports 22 3.562
Four Sports 15 3.645

Tables IX, and X above gives the information concerning the
boys who participated in 3 sports.

The 15 boys who participated in 4 sports ranked second in
acedenic standing with an average of 3.045. Roughly, this represents
approximately 10 per cent of the total number of perticipants. The
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participants from Gladewater had an average of 4.557, this is the
highest average among the school in this study.

The data collected in this study seam to indicate that it
maies very little difference as to how many sports an individual
participates.



CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The summary of the previous chapters and the conclusions
that may be drawn from the information received is the primary concern
of this chapter.

It is recognized that the findings of this study will not
hold true in every community for several reasons. First, changes come
with time and it is not probable that findings revealed in this study
will be true ten, five, or even one year from now. Second, it is not
probable that the teachers in the different schools teach or record
grades alike, There is always the chance that a teacher may favor or
disfavor the athlete, or non-athlete when the grades are recorded. A
certain amount of umbrage, and the human element is always present,
whieh usually causes a lack of objectivity in the averages. Third, the
economic status of the oil field schools and the oil field people is
somewhat different from other commurities. This may cause the findings
to vary from what mlgh; be found elsewhere. Fourth, the curriculum
offered varies from school to sehool. Where the larger city school may
stress college preparatory subjects, the amall town school may stress
vocational subjects. While in many cases the opposite may be true. Nat-
urally the type of subject, and the interest created in class has
much to do with the grades that a student achieves. These things vary
somewhat from one school to another, and as enrollment increases the

ratlo of athletes to non-athletes may change.
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Some of the findings of this study which looms as important
are:

1. Very little data are availsble in this ares of
study, that was obtained about 25 years &go. The most recent availe
able informetion preceeding this report was computed in New Jersey,
in 1949.

2. The number of senior athletes in Distriect 3 AAA
high schools in 162 exceeded the number of non-athletes by 40. The
total number of athletes was 147, end the total number of nonsathletes
was 107, showing that in this district, competitive sports afford
opportunities to a large percentage of the students.

e The social and economie background of the students
in the oil field schools is of a wide and varied range.

be Some of the schools of District 3 AAA receives
money from the school tax levied on real estate with veluations made
high by the presence of oil and are thus able to spend more money on
co-curricular activities in cluding athletics than would otherwise
be the case.

He In District 3 AAA schools, the average of the grades
for the 1962 senior athletes are slightly above the grades for the 162
senior non-athletes. The athletes had an average of 3.005, and the
non-athletes had an average of 3.470. Statistically specking, the
difference is not significant.

b In the only single subject comparison of the study
which was English, the athletes made slightly better grades than did
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non-athletes. The athletes' index average for English wus 3,413, and
the everage for the non~sthletes was 3.252. Statistically, the difference
is the same as in the previous area,

7o Records were available for 132 of the athletes in
the area of intelligence quotients, and records were available for 97
of the non-athletes. The averaglllntolligence quotient of lot which
the non-athletes had is slightly higher than the average of 100 which
the athletes had.

8. The senior athletes of Distriet 3 AAA were absent
from school an average of § times during the 1961~02 school year, and
the non-athletes were absent an average of § times. On an average each
athlete was absent one more day than each non-athlete,

Je Not only did the athletes make better grades, but
also they had a larger percentage of students who were elected to
honor societies, both on the national, and the loecal level. Tables I
and II bears out the statement made above.

10. Out of all the seniors of distriet 3 AAA, including
the girls, the athletes had one valedictorian and three salutatorians,
while the non-athletes did not earn any of these honors.

11 The athletes had a larger percentage of students
who engaged in activities other than sports, such as plays, annual staff,
and the school paper, than did the non-athletes.

12, The athletes had a larger percentage of students
who were elected school favorites than did the non-athletes. The

athletes had 17 student body favorites out of 147 students, and the



2

non-athletes had 3 favorites out of 107 students.

1%, About H0 per cent of the oeccupations, in which the
parents engaged, dealt directly with the oil field, this reveals no
noticeable difference in relation to the type of work performed by
the parents of athletes and the parents of the non-athletes.

14 The study indicates that the kind of sport in which
the athlete participated, had no apparent affect on the grades made by
the athletes in the solid courses.

15 The study bears out the literature in that athletes
gseemingly rank @ bit higher than the non-athletes. However, this figure
is so small, it hes no particular significance.

In view of the findings, the writer suggest the following
reccommend:tions:

1. To ascertain what courses, if any, in which the
athletes make their lowest grades.

2. To determine what effect, if any, athletics have
on the physical and emotional development of participants.

3e To determine the effect participation in ome, two,
three, or more sports have on individual académic success.

4o Longitudinal studies over the entire high school

career of athletes and follow-up after graduation.
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