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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

In this study the writer has chosen to begin
with the h'story of Prairie View State lNermal and
Industrial College because it 1s the intention to show
how Prairie View State Normal and Industrial developed
from a slave plantat‘on to the Greatest Negro Land Crant
College in America and one of the largest schools far
Negroes in the world and as & direct result of this de-
velopment show how the Arts and Scilence Dlvision of
Prairie View State College can aid ‘n the development
of the Rural Schools of Toxas.

Prairie View State lNormal and Industrial College
shows the rise of the American Negro from the status of
a slave to that of an educated and respected citiszen
who 1s mekin every contribition to the welfare and
development of his state and nation that his talents
and opportunities will permite. Prior to emancipation
the slte upon which Pra ' rie View now stands was the
slave plantation of Jared Elllison Kirby. The Spanish
"Alta Vista" was the name which the old Kirby estate
bore when 1t was owned by the Kirbys. On August 14,
1876, an act of the Pifteenth Leglslature of Texas was
approved which was: "An act to establish an Agriculture
and Mechanic College of Texas for the benefit of the
colored youths and to make appropriations therefor."



The Kirby plantationwas purchased for $20,000.00s The
Spanish name "Alta Vista" was changed to its English
equivalent, "Prairie View", Because the school was named
an Agricultural and Mechanical College, the Negroes
falled to attends The result was that under an act ap=
proved by the ;overnor of Texas on April 19, 1879, the
school was re rganized into an institution whose primary
purpose was to train teacherses The school has continually
grown and progpered since this reorganizations In 1890,
under the second Morrill Act, Prairie View was reorganized
as a Land Grant College.

As has been stated before, Pralrie View started
out as a purely Agricultural and Mechanical School, then
changed suddenly to ‘ school primarily devoted to the
training of teacherses It has constantly attempted to
adapt its purposes and objectives to the needs otheho people
whom 1t wes established to servee. Principal Blackshear
stated that the purpose of Prairie View State lNormal and
Industrial College to be as follows: "Prairie View State
Normal and Industrial College has for its objective the
training of persons desiring to fit themselves for the
important profession of teaching, 'y giving them thor ough
“instruction and practical drill in the best organized
methods of organ!zing, diseiplining end conducting .ohoolso"1

1. Houston Informer, The < 1932 Eduecational Section



To ive & woll rounded education end to prepare the
students for the practical life still remains e part of
the cducational policy and philosophy of Prairie View
State Normal and Industrial College under the guldance
of Principal We Re Dankss

Because the State of Texas omphasizes the ime
por ance of profesalonal tralning for teachers in ele~
mentary and h gher schools, the Department of Equcation
of Prairie View has Vecome the largest teaching unit or
organ in the entire school systems The majority of
students in the school of Arts and Sclences are either
majoring or minoring in Education and all other Divisions
are dependent on this one Department for the educationsl
training of their student  roupse It 1s found that
studont; are encoureged to specialize in certain pheases
of Iducation, instead of taking courses in any and all
phases of Education. Such means of procedure will give
s¢ the teaching world those who are better prepared to
understand and teach pupils in spec'lrlod gradese

Until very recently, the objects of Edueation of
Prairle View wore quite satisfactorys The school pro=
gressed rapldly and many ood students were graduated.
Now there 18 a very 4definite need of a chanre in the
polley of the Institutlion because of the gerious problem
that has been confronting all educational institutions
in the North as well as in the South and in white instie
tutlons as well as in colored oness Thet problem is



one concerned with the education of the rmral children
and the traditional "Little Red Schoolhouse”.

This problem has ar ‘sen because of the deplorable
conditions that are found in the rural schoolsj it has also
come forward as one necesaitating careful analys?s and
study because it has been rmd that most of the students
who graduate from Prairie View go to the rural area to
teache

The so=ecalled rural school problem was brought
ahout by the Industrial Revolutions Hefore the people
began to congregate in cilties all schools were more or
less allke. But, with the growth of cities and the doo‘lino
of the rural population new factors made themselves manie
fests The cltl s progressed and in so doing demanded proe
gress in their schools alsos The courtry either actually
declined or remained at a standstill in all matters, ine
eluding the schools In short, the de-line in rural popu=
lation constitutes what we now call the rursl problem.



CHAPIER IIX
THE CO'DITION OF TEXAS RURAL SCHOOLS

In thie study the writer hopes to precent some
definite steps thet should be taken to aid in the de-
velopment of rurel schools of Texas, It 1s first necessary
to soquaint the reader with the existing conditions of
the Texae rursl schoole in order that ho night he gliven
a elesrer eonception of the probleme that are facing the
gtudents who graduate from Prairie View and go dlrectly
to the rursl schoole to teach, In a number of instances
1t hes been found that students have graduated from Prairie
View end have begum work in rural districts with little or
no idea of conmeestion of the problems, whieh are entirely
differont from those of urban centers, that will be left
for ¢t eme %o molve,

Thie information coneerning the rursl schools of
Taxas hee not been in the le-st exasgerated., It was taken
from a questiomnalire study designed for mnl. gchool prinel-
pals made out by 8 comwittes of the Faculty Members of Prairie
Viéw appointed by the prineipal of the institullon.Questlonnalres
were sent to 1000 rursl teschers and principals. Replies were
recelved from 887 teachers, 318 of whom were rural principsls.

A check on the sex of the 318 rursl principsls replying
to the guentionnsire, shows that for the yesr 1972-33 there were
128 males and 190 femsle principsls. Only four women lleted them=
selves o deing vest fifty e ars of sge. A larger number of the
schools are one-teacher schools. In ‘set this type constitutes
39.62% of the whole |
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with an aversze term of eix months. It le also interesting
to nots that only 105 of the schools are equipped with
1library fsecilities.

Each t-echer who reported had gt 50 @ tl e attended
some eollege, One handred seventy-one hold degrees; 671 ao
not hold desrees. Those not holding degrecs are classified
as follows: OJeniors 793 Juniors 279; Soplouores 269;
Fresimen Tl. Of the 887 teachers 567 have at some time
attended Prairie View State College,

Sonsidering the field in which these 567 teachers
414 thelir mejor work in ecollege it wes found that Edueation
end English led, Eduecational coursees are reguired for certi-
fication in Texsse and teschers must major or minor in this
fi0ld in order to qualify for State Certificetion, The report
shows t.h;t 230 of the S67 studente majored in Fducstiom end
127 majored inm English, The remalning teachers majored
in various other fields. No inquiriee were made 1in the
lt.udp’oomemhg the teachers' mindy flelds in eollege,

Only 258 of these 8587 rural teachors have had courses in
rural educstion, 90 have had courses in rursl soclology and
31 in rursl econo-1es. These eoursee are d<gigned primarily
for rural teachers and should be taken by every student

who anticipates teaching in ™aral aress,

In telling how the Arts and Seience Division of
Prairie View cand aild in the development of the rursl sehools
of Texas, 1t 18 quite necessary that cseh deportment 1in
the Divieion that can make a definite contribution be econ-
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sidered separately. Zach Department has a deal to offer
gnd the following pages will “e devoted to plans whereby
the Division of Arts and Sciences might contribute toward
the development of the Texas Rural Schoolse



ORJECTIVES OF THE INSTITUTION

The objectives of bnulo View are grouped under
three maln headings, navely, General, Inspirational and
Divisionals The General Objectives are concerned with:

The mastery of tcols of lMihg upon which more advanced
learning dependsj vocational insight; citizenship; minority
group technique for survivalj training for leadership;
training in selfereliance; cultures thrifty healthy use

of leisure and home memberships moral and intellectual
honesty; soctal I-tell! ence; snd a sttrmulation of greater

interests in and ap;vyeclation for industrial education.



CHAPTER IIX
THT DEPARTYONT OF EDUCATION

The Department of Edueation should be given first
consideration because 't 1s In this fleld that the majority
of the studefits who have chosen to follow the teaching
profession do thelr major work end further because 1s is
the Department that offers more to the stude:t in the
way of teaching in that it 1s designed primarily for the
training of teacherss

Kuch of the retardation of the rural schools is
caused by the teachers' 1nability to cope with the situations
in rural communitioss This inability em the part of
the teacher can be traced, in most instances, back to the
wvealmess of the institution to train the !ndividual for
this type of worke It may he added, too, that in rural
diatricts the supervisors do not gelect teachers on the
merits of thelr .orke In meny instances the personal element
enters and anyone, regardless to the lack of training or ine
efficiency, is given the positions The certification regulations
of Texas are low in comparison to the progressive states and
1t would be desiravle if the Department of Bducation would
insist on the studente! taking certain courses in Rducation
that will be most beneficial to theme Such a persom should
have nkcn.caoush courses in Education to enadble him to

give Justice to his pupile in ell types of supervision end
instruction,
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In order to show that the Department of Education
1s more vitally concerned with the rural problems, let
us give a few of the proposed ohjectives for rural edus
cations In srite of the fact that wide 4ifferences of
opinion are revealed most of the proposals and tenden-ies
imply thet the elementary school is responsivle (1) "for
preserving a gufficlently large rural population to supply
food for the world and suste’n a standard rural civilizationj
(2) for giving country children a definite preparation
for the social and vocational demands of rural 1li’'ej and
(3) for solving the many neglected social, religious, re=
ereational and eccupational pro'lems of the adult rural
group«"} There purposes demand that the rurel elementary
school emphasize rural opportunity, that it give preperation
for specific loeal tasks, end that the problems, needs and
interests of the adult znd of the local ecommunity should
determine the problems and con'ent of the rural curriculum,

In the rural commun®ties In Texas we realize that
the adults are not capeble of determing the content of
the currlculum because of their lack of training end in
many instanceas i1t 1s because of thelr lact of interest
in the achools; therefore, 1t becomes the duty of the
teacher to realize the needs of the community and direct
her work in the manner most beneficial to theme

From all that hes been scid, 1t can Ve plainly seen
that the most significant problem in the whole field of
rural public education i1s that of formulating the currieulum

le. Rural Education - B,m. Qe Ge Pp. 34=35
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for the training of rural teacherss Howover, the formu-
1ating of a progream does not rest entirely with the instle
tutione By virture of the fact that Frairie Vicw 1s &
state institution, many subjocts are required by the

state for certification, thereby causing some of those
thet are m-re ossential to have no place in the curriculums
If there 1s a place in the curriculum where these necessary
subjects can be taught they are not required and 1t 1s a
natural tendency for students to leave off those subjec's
which are not required. )

According to We He Doyd in his book, TOWARDS A NEW
EDUCATION, by curriculum is meant everything that the child
does, everythiung that contributes to his active l1life in
school: what he reeds, or writes, or paints, as well as
the devates between the childron, thelr work of individual
research, their group exeursions and all of their activities,"
Since the term curricul m is so broadly used and take in
the most minute detall of the child's 1life it is apparent
that it should e 1ven first conailderation,

The writer has taken twelve coursea in Education,
two of these courses were in rural education and in not
one of these courses has a detalled discussion of the building
of a curriculum been givene It 18 thought by the majority

of students that all subjects are to be taught just as the
subjects were telfhy them in thelr urben homess This is &
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very dofinite wealmess on the part of the Department of
Eiucations The courses in methods are made so seneral
that the students are given only & "smattering" knowledge
of how to proceed, with no definite angle from which to
workes

It is realized that a course in curriculum building
would be out of order but in the methods courses there
could be some speclal emphasis given to the direction of
gsubject matters Tn the vaprious methods courses that are
offered herq would 1t not be prossible for the training
to be speeial as well as general§ The courses could be
based more on content than theorye Since the trend of
all students who ;ruduate from Frairle View !s Soward the
rurals, the rural aspect of the tesching should be emphae
glzed.

The following extracts from Regulations of the
State Department of N'ucation expluin the law regarding
certificates issued upon colle e creditse Elementary
Certificates of the first class valld for life are issued
upon the completion of the sccond year of work in a
State Teachers' Collese with specilal work in elementary
education, including practice teachinge With this very
inadequate amount of training necessary for a permanent
certificate one can gee that certificates which are lssued
for four years and six years are more inadequate. Becauge
the States does not require ample imstruction, the instie
tution should offer a well rounded curriculum with emphasis
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on thoce things most necessary in order to compensate for
these limited requirementse

In Paltimore, Maryleand, & plen exlsts t at could
be made practical in Texas and this plan would no doubt
do much to ald in the development of the rural schoolse
The charter of Bealtimore stipulates that all candidates
for positions as teachers in the dementary grades of the
public schools must be examined by the Board of Superine
tendents es to their training, knowled e, aptness for
teaching end character and thet those candidates who are
deeored qualified for appointment sheall be placed on the
graded listse This plan is iory necessary in Texes or
one that 1s s'milar beceuse most schools and teachers in
Texas have, in the past, been satisfled to have thelr
Imowledge consist of knowing how to teach the verious
subjects of the curriculum, together with an acquaintance
with the history and prineiples ot Education and Educational
Pa chologye As a result of this type of knowledge it is
natural for the majority of teachers to he well trained
in the methods of teachng ut they bave a very meager
background of the factual information about the world in
which they livees 8Since there 1s a demand for better
teachers in Texas Rural Schools this 1s one method by which
this derand could be supplicds
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0f course, 1t 1s unfalr to lay the entire bvlame
of the weaknesses of rural schools on the institutions
from which the teachers comes The Rural School System 1is
to e blamed partly for this unfalr distribdbution of proe-
fesslonally prepared teachers: The rural schools have
been offering poorer salerles, poorer social opportunities,
and poorer living conditions, t'an the urban schools. The
rural school must better theio conditions if 1t will exe
pect to get its falr share of good teacherss

Prairie View must firat adopt the attitude that
rural service 1s equal in importance to urben service, and
consequently it muet meke provision for training teachers
for verious types of rural schoolse The institution
should provide courses for ono and two room schools, for
village end smell town schools, for high schools, M.
in addition to these, there should be courses for princile
pels of rurel schools as well as rural sehool supervisorss
The practice of otfﬁrtng a short course in rural education
in which the courses are superficially covered 1s an ade

mittance on the part of the institution that rural servige
1s nferior to urben service.
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OPF CAMPUS TRAINING CENTRRS

Cno main resson why 1t ig found that the graduates
are not able to offer any suggoections or do any remedial
work when they go out into the rurel communities is because
the only Sype of practice teaching they have done 48 in
the sampus treining schoole In this way the student does
not got the proper amount of practicel work, nor is he
glven the desirable experiences he would get if the tralning
school were off eampuse The off canpus trsining centers
present situctions wore real, more similar to those he
will be placed in when ¢ ,¢is hig firet positions

The plan that i1s aboul 1o be proposed does not mean
that the campus training school 1o to be eliminateds It
i1z In the Sophomore year thet Prairie View students do
thelr campus practice teaching which should serve s &
model school when the prospective teschers ocbgerve the
bost methods of classroom procedures Thus, the student
teachers have a btclroound which prepares them for effective
claossroom participation when they go out to teachs There
are many problems that will be entirely new in the off campus
schoolse Come of the proviens are:

e m{ :fn‘p::m“’;g‘::lit tho

g: §‘b°: 1':2{ ::.:no::::. toolee

4+ The improving of hyglene conditlons,

Ce Gotiing cooperation with eommunity follk
Ce Irn;ugu- atlendances o !



7 .ese problems were sclected from a list that
the Jeanes Supervisor of Waller County complled for that
County but since the conditions over Texas are parallel,
1t 1s safe to say that these conditions prevail all over
Texase Although these are just a few of the many problems
one can gsee that the campus treining school would not pre-
pare students to solve them.,

Perhaps the most prdcticn plan for coordinating
the Department of Education and the off campus training
school is through the corganization and administrative
setepe It would “e necessary for the administration to
take the first stepse Then, the Digtrict that is to Ye
teken over iy Fralrie View and the institution would have
to agree on a satisfectory arrangement for the .a).aiy and
the teacherse mne very satisfectory arrengement has been
for the college to supplement the salary the teacher ree
celves from the district or probably cive the teacher free
tuition in Prairie View Colleges Various plans have been
worked cut by different institutionses The following are
gome of the common practices: One half the principal's
salery; $25.00 per practice teacher with & maximum of
four teachers; 40% of the teacher's salerys This plan
would add a deal to the expense of the Department of
Ed.cation but the good that wo:ld be derived wo 14 greatly
exceed the expense of the plan,

The next protlem that would srise in carrying out
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this plan would be the arrangement of the schedule so that
the seniors could spend one helf day out in the rurels and
at the same time carry on their regular worke The rural
school does not open until nine o'elock and one senior
gubject could be offered at 7i30. The other subjects that
arc requ!red for senlors would have to be offered twice
daily, once in the morning and once in the aftermoon. It
geems that this plan co:ld aun& be carriled out gsince
there 1s such a lerge number of persons on Prairie View's
facult ¢ It would be very desireble to operate the school
from Tuesday through Saturday so that many of the students
could vigit the school and become acquainted with some

of the problems that will con’ront them when they become
seniors, then teacherss In thls plan the student would
only have to toach six woeks in order to have the same
nunber of hours that the sophomore practice teacher hase
The studeont who teaches in the campus training school
teaches one hour per day, five days per weok, making a
total of 90 hours per scmesters The off campus teacher
could Legin teuching at nine and teaeh three hourss another
at one and t each three hours, therefore, causing him to
teach only alx weeks.

A member of the college faculty should direct or
suporvise the student teaching at fho off campus training
schoole She sho 1ld teach 2 course on practicel problems
for whlch all students under her supervision should be



required to registere This supervigor should be responsible
for the professional growth of ti.e student teachers. She
works with the cleassroom teacher in the direction and supere
vision of all student teachinge She acts as a coordinating
a ent between the college and the training school. Since
the student teachers must meet her several times weekly
in conferences and class discussions she is familier with
their training and experiences. She 1s able to advise
the classroom teacher in the sdjustment of the student
teacher loades

In conclusion, the off campus trainin: school will
provide an opportunity for student contact with commmity
interests and activities which 1s very essential to the
success of the hesinning teacher.



CHAPTER IV
THE DEPAKTMENT OF BIOLOGY

From the facts deduced from the general survey
ofthomluhoohorMonoonMymmc
important role that the Department of Biology can play
in e1ding in the development of these schoolss The country
has alvays been pletured as belng the most healthful place
in which to live and thqso 1iving 'm the country have
been prone to look upon the elty as a veritable breeding
place Hr discese but this le quite contrary to fact. All
avallabe evidence indicates that the clty s more heal the
ful end takes better care of 1ts people than t e country.
The ¢lty 18 forced to safe;uard the health and welfare
of 1ts memberg. It is necessary to supply pure water
and to nake provisions for the disposal of garhege and
gewa;ey pure food must be provided; ¢ty ordinances guaran=
teeing health protection must be passed; free clinics
must be established so that the poor may have the benefit
of expert medical and surglcal treatments While all of
this is going on in the citi, the country with 1ts usual
complacency lives on as befores The regularly recurring
opidenica are taken as a matter of courses 8o, it is

easily concluded that the city lia the most healthful place
in which to live.



Heretofore, the Department of Biology has done
nothing to aid in the development of Texas rural schools.
T1g lack of work on the part of the Department, however,
is not due to the Department's not realizin, the necessity
of 8 ch a pro.ram but because of the fact that certain
courses have been outlined by the State and there is little
or no time for the consideration of such problemss This
problem, as was suggested by the Head of the Department,
could bo given careful attention by the members of the
Rescarch class hut the number of students majoring in
Bi-logy who are eligidle to enroll in the Research class
1s so small that tho work cen not be done effectively.

I7, In the future, a larger numder of students register
in thils class there are many adjustments that can de mades



PROPOSED PLAN BY WHICH THE DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY
CAN AID IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RURAL SCHOOLS

The problem of finance is one that will naturally
arise 1n this consideration, but if the problem is care= ‘
fully analysed a deal of ald can bo rendered without
added expendituress ¢

An impure supply of drinking water is the source
of many dise:ses or conditions which contribute to illness.
Many cases of typhold can be traced to & contaminated well
or a careless human carriers The evils resulting from the
consumption of impure water would be mon-extant if samples
of the water could be brought to the college laboratory |
where an examination could be made and a definite follow=-
up program carried outs If the problem of trlniporta.tion
tends to restrain the action of the Department, a small
amount of postage could be paid and samples of the ni:oi-
could be mailed to the college laboratorys A microscopic
examination of water will reveal whether or not it is 'est
for drinking purposes. If 1t is fou:d to be impure
it will be necessary for the Depertment to conror; in
person or by means of the circulation of literature, with
the teachers of that section, telling them just what
procedures should be carried out in the purification of
the water. A prerequisite for this program would be to
show the teachers and parents of the community that such



procedures will bo beneficlals
Another 1tem that will tend to develop the rural
school which eould be cared for by this Department would
be a microscoplc examination of human excreta to determine
£ there are any parasites presents This study would,
however, be a bit more expensive than the first because
reagents would be necessary in the analysise Dut 'oth
problens o:1d be done rather effectively and inexpensivelys
It has been found that the hookworm I8 a very
provalont disease of the Southern Statese This is a third
meens by which the Department can ald in the development
of the rurel schools of Texas. It 1s not too much to
hope that the time wlil come when dangers from ingsects and
microscoplc pests together with the germs of such dreaded
discages as tudberculosis and éy‘phold fever will be utﬁ.h
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THE DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY SCIERCE ¥

The Department of Library Sclence at Pralrie View
State Collese has & limited staff end a limited supply
of meteriale If these two outstanding defects could be
premedied, the Department could make a very definite contrie
bution to the developement of the rural schools of Toras.
If vore members were added to the staff and there were a
larger supply of books, then, the Department could afford
a circulating librarye Dook Clubs and loosl libraries
could be establishedes Through these three agenclo2 &the
people in the rural dlstricts could be enlightened. A
groeat deal of the 1lls of the rursl schools ‘s caused by
the parents! objecting to new educational devices and
practicess They fail to see the value of chaniing thelr
ideas concerning education. This plan would enable the
peoplo to see the defects and desire tho needed changese

The cireulating library should ecirculate books to
the 'arents and also the teachers, The materials that are
most eneficisl should be chosenes The puplls could be
given the types of books thut‘ wo:ld Qf!‘oM the r1ght kind
of reading for leisure timo.

Local libraries could be esteblished with the Head
of the Library Department of Prairie View as the supervisor.
Of course, there sho 1d be parte-time workers in cach local
librarye All of the material sho 1d de checked out of
the Librery Department of Prairie View State Colloges



CHAPTER VI
SUMEARY

In an attempt to show Just what the Arts and
Sclence Divielon of Prairie View State Normal and Induge
trial College can do to ald in the Development of the

rural schools of Texas, the writer has given consideration
&b the Departments of the Division which can make a more
definlte eontributione It 1s lmown, however, that all

of the Departments can ald, if the teaching 1s directed

in the rlght waye

The Department of Rdueantion, to ald infthin doe

velopment,
le
2.
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coulds
Enlarge the curriculum,

Place emphasis on the ‘{hnu of subject matter
that 1a most beneficial,

Estelish an offecampus training school with
a member of the Department of ation as
the Supervisor or Directors

A speclal course for prospective rural teschers
gould e offered since the trend of education
is towerd the rurals.

The Department of Blology has @& proposed plan that
will ald muchs

1.
2

The examlination of the wator of the schoolss
The examination of the human excreta.

If these two proposals were carried out many of the
dlseases which oceur go often in the rural sections would

be eliminateds The hookworm 1z o dtsoase that is mrevalent



in the Southe This disease i1s caused by the consumption
of impure food end waters These two examinations would
end the hookworme

The Department of Library Science could plen a
progranm that would tend to educate the perents of the
rurel childreny to enable them to appreciate and evaluate
the changes in our educational systems

In conclusion, the writer wishes to state that
the backward state of the rural schools is not due to
tlhe rural children's Lelng unable to learn but 1t is due
to the fact that rural parents hinder the learning processes
through thelr inablility to see the neceasity of a change
in thelr modes of educations Another reason is that teachers
who go to the rurals do not releun that thelr tasks are
broader than one who teaches in urban centerss The instie
tution from which these people graduate should be one whose
p-liecy 1s to acquaint the prospective teacher with all of
the problems that are common %o pural schoolss
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