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Ron “Ronzo” Shapiro: Oxford’s Beloved
Bohemian

On view is a small portion of material from the collection of the late
Oxford resident and beloved bohemian, Ron Shapiro. Affectionately
known as “Ronzo,” Shapiro was born in St. Louis, Missouri and made his
way to Oxford after his military service during the Vietnam War. He
was running a movie theater in Wyoming, when a girlfriend attending
the University of Mississippi convinced him to move to Oxford in the

1970s.

A champion of the arts, Shapiro took it upon himself to provide an
alternative entertainment option to the existing mainstream cinema.
He found an old building, renovated it, and created The Hoka Theater,
showing independent films until it closed in 1997. Many of the items
on display appeared on the walls of the Hoka.
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w UNTVERSITY
MISSISSIPPI

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES




NEN DUISY

REGGAE

Full view of exhibit case from

far right side

w UNTVERSITY
MISSISSIPPI

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES




Pr
oud La»r.rry’rs Presents

edanland

o Friday August 24, 2001

Assorted ephemera from the Ron Shapiro
collection includes ticket stubs and VIP
credentials from concerts.

Shapiro appeared on the cover of Oxford
Town on November 3, 2018.
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CEDELL DAVIS, 0.8. BUCHANA
WILLIE KING, ROBERT BELFOUR
EDDIE CUSIC, SUPER CHIKAN
BIG T, MISS BROWN SUGAR
WESLEY JEFFERSON BAND
JOHNNY BILLINGTON
BIG GEORGE BROCK & MORE!
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Assorted postcards of musicians and travel destinations
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Fliers and headshots
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Paper hand fans provided by Fat Possum
Records for the North Mississippi Hill
County Picnic, year unknown

(L to R) R. L. Burnside, Junior Kimbrough
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