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Abstract

This paper presents spatial analysisvad of the largest events in Historic Cairo. The study aims to understand

the space transformation duringawlid event in the vicinity of the iconic mosauief al-Husaynand atSayyida

Zaynah and the use of such space as event \&rille main objective is to understand the studied place, thus

be in a better position to manage and creatively transform them foe figirelopments in the region of historic

Cairo. The study is guided by the theories of place making with special emphasis on the complexity associated
with place assemblage. The research is conducted through observation, description and analysenefahd sc

the activities that take place in the spaces duringniielid event. Observations are analyzed through maps and
sketches of the actual physical setting, leading to different themes extraction. The paper demonstrates how
people appropriate and addp the urban spacand how the looseness of spdaHill the diverseneeds and

desires of peoplebdbs behavior
Keywords:Place makingEvents Loose spaceAppropriation Assemblage.
1. Introduction

Recently, he Egyptian government announced current plans to initiate a revitalization scheme to the current
urban fabric of historic Cairo. This enforces urbanists to present data analysis that can aid in this process. This

paper aims to dive into thdiversebehavors during events in urban spaces of historic Cairo

* Corresponding author.
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The paper looks into a certain event which isrti@vlid Observations presented were madeganad time in

the years 2016, 2017 and 2018. This is important to note as the Egyptian government banned all celebrations
and gatherings in 20 & 2021 due to social distancing and covid restrictions. Expectatioriseofeturn of

these events has been hightle next few years while recovering from covid restrictions, as these events
constitute a great element in the heritage of historic Cair&gypt,mawlids are popular religious festivals that
celebrate the symbolic birthdays of figuieswv | ,iwho(set a example for many Muslim lives in the past, and

who may also have founded a particular Sufi order. Mbw/lidis an important event held in the vicinity of the

iconic mosques where people express themsédigely. They stimulate public involvement, and take over the

everyday functionality of urban spaces. It is estimated that 6 million Egyptians belong to over 120 Sufi orders

[1].

Figure 1: Facets ofnawlidevent

The mosques and their surroundings witness a complex integration between people of different social, economic
and geographical entities. Theawlid attracts various participants: some participate for religious beliefs, while
others are attracted by facet the mawlid as a world of entertainment and commercial activities. The
participants are Sufi orders who organize and participate in the events, participants in religious/ ceremonial
rituals, people seeking entertainment and children enjoying eventsyaudets just coming to enjoy and
experience the scene. The festivities bring together the residents and visitors from the entire country, rearranging
the physical and social spaces around the mosques (figure 1).
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2. Events significance in Placemaking

Festivals are events that has the ability to rearrange, reorganize and [@istwpain space. They also has the

ability to deterritorialize and reerritorialize spacg3]. An urban festival often show the city in a new way by
revealing hidden features and by upsetting the normal city fidwThe festivalized city presents a different

rhythm from the normal. Rhythm is for Lefeb\iig a concept for understanding time and space and for seeing

t he ur ba nguéralstract eesmpomlitydut as the site where pultie t e mp or d6].THecitg s col | i
is lived in temporal rhythms of activities and people. The festival space is a framed spontaneous moment which
challenge the everyday routine Iifé]. What makes the urban festival visitors involved and connected in place

is creating an attractive environment that comes from the activities, events, services and diverse social spaces
[8]. AUrban festival t hat creates a lits ongamzars and theace bet
passionate and sometimes destructive impulses of its participants can inscribe urban space with novel meanings
availabl e f or [4]. &paeeris pprilypoduced wa sooainrélations that happen at a particular
point in time [9]. Pl aces where people relax and socialize, a
elemerts in the spirit of a place of any good dify0]. A vibrant festival space is indeed crucial for the continued
functioning of the cityf4]. The feel of the place is made up of experiences, repeated over the span ffijears

The mawlidas an event taking place every year express these meanings that play its role in shaping the identity
of the dstrict. The mawlid has its own identity as an event. Its identity offers a form of urban isolation where it
occurs in the vicinity of the iconic mosque. Because these patterns of events representethinlitheepeat
themselves every year, they are alwattached to the space, and they became part of the place structure and
identity. NorbergSchulz [12] described place as a "totality made up of concrete things having material
substance, shape, texture and color which determines an environmental character". The character of the place
depends entirely on the nature of the patterns of eventsn#ivdid is madeup from. In that sense, they
contribute to the identity of the place, allowing people to provide the public space with personal meanings that
are invisible to others, and in the process, create an urban [plBlceSpatialization happens through the
appropriation of urban places for temporary [8e Franck and Steverj$4] call the dynamic spaces that have

been appropriated by citizens to pursue activities, not set by a predetermined program as looseosgaessLo
develops as a response to specific constraints and opposing influences: between necessary and optional
activities, rules and meanings and anticipated and shocking occurféb¢eBuring themawlids, activities

integrate and overlap between spaces: between interioexedor, from building entry to stairway, from
sidewalk to street. For Franck and Stevigdg, people create looseness through the lack of rigid controls, rather
than by changes to the materiality of a spa@eople look for spaces that offer freedom, to increase possibilities

for them andio customize the spaces to fit their needs. Those spaces are used by people in creating programs
other than their original functions. People look for particular opportunities to do what they need to do, searching
for sites to maximize their choices andestlthe ones that offer them alternati{/e8]. Themawlidis created of

occupied sub spaces that are adaptable and transterleading to new forms of urban plac€haracter of the

place during themawlid depends on the uniqueness and the presence of physical properties such as material,
shape, texture, color as well as layers of human use. The visual complexitynudiiliie is created as a result
weaving those things together. Cities and destinations use events as tools to convey positive images and

meanings, so the event itself becomes a symbol applied to create the value for the space of3thé].city
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Creative place making is significantly important in developing city tourj&B8]. The eventification and
festivalization of place has proven its positive outcome on urban and economic development in many cities
worldwide. The transformation of ueb space into a theatre where the public participate in placemaking,
promote the space as one with new experidi®. Experience design demands the connection between
archite¢ure and the user personal dreams and desiredVI®jlid celebrations feature meanings of place
resulting from the merge of a sacred place as the mosque with a festive moment. Meanings follow the built
environment, but they cannot be fixed there and daeasily be enforcefR0]. Places can be assigned meaning
quickly through relating the memory of an important event happening in a certain2iljc&xperience and

meanings attached to events are understood through the use of personal and social §pRktructs

3. The Mawlid as an Urban Festival

This paper studies the largest two events in Cairbluslyn andl-Sayyida Zaynalmawlid celebration, located

in the vicinity of the two iconic mosques in old city of Cairo (fig@e The two cases of 4lusayn and al

Sayyida Zaynab have an ordered physical form but complicated use of Bfzad@s around their mosques
represent the most intense and are the peak of the space transformation in the occupied spaces throughout the
year ; they manifest peopleds participation in space.
events weg documented through photos, sketches and maps, showing the different experiences of physical
settings, activities and additions in spaces. Data gathered through those methods are analyzed to trace the
physical transformations occurring in those spacestheil impact on place makindn alFHusayn, people

circulate in the open space in front of the mosque around the fenced green areas to reach different zones in the
space. Residential settings are accessible through the secondary movement systems ghtiemaus and

alleys around the mosque. These alleys are considered to be the branches along which the pedestrians flow
during events. They act as both social space and as connectors, they accommodate and integrate the demands

and needs of the various mawent systems while supporting social interaction (Figure 3).
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Figure 2: Map showing thenawlidsin old city of Cairo and the largestawlids of al-Husayn and aSayyida
Zaynab (by the author after Madog8])
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Figure 3: Map and section showing thinity of the mosque duringnawlid

The urban fabric of aHusaynneighborhood depends on the foreground of the mosque as a main open public

space, square shaped, and surrounded by public buildings. The open space is defined and protected by the
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buildings around it. The space is porous through connections to the slingpumban fabric through openings

in its outer boundaries. As the edge is porous, the space expands into other spaces visually as well as physically.

In al-Sayyida Zaynab, vehicular motion is prohibited during the last days ofahgéid The main streetaround

the mosque context are the space oftfagvlid and the circulation paths as well. These walkways are the veins

of the pedestr i anaviidto wolk asva whobe.lTéntsvearts and stréeevendors are found along

this temporary pedesam route. The streets demonstrate a highly complex order. The space expands at the
intersection in front of the mosque, allowing people to stop and watch the highly dense festival along the path.
(Figure 4)Al-Sayyida Zaynalmawlid is structured around mraistreets and a main crossing round about. The

mawlidt akes place in main two streets at the mosqueds i
flank these streets and smaller residential alleys branch from the main stre®éyyla Zayna 6 s s ol i d edg
force peopleds movement and act iThdldrge @wnber antveariety®f i n t h
semi fixed elements create visually complex and culturally specific streetscapes. Semi fixed elements express
the cultural meanirgyassociated with the specific uses. The types of semi fixed elements used for activities also
indicate particular identities; sonsreet vendoraise stalls and others sit on the ground according to their
products. Commercial activities display culturerotigh the merchandise related to theawlid Space
consumption that takesultural forms can enliven local communiti¢g4]. The semireligious isinseparable

from the festive and secular. The festival intensity overtakes the spirituality of the event, shownagvtitkas

an expression of cultural traditions than a religious ritual. At first glance, there is a logic behind the spatial
distributionof the festive and religious; the religious rituals is concentrated inside the Mosque, while the festive
activities take place outside. Space shifts between the secular and spiritual activities over the course of a single
day. All patterns of events reqra place to happen, andHilisayn and abayyida Zaynab urban spaces are
associated with theimawlids. The spaces support the loose nature ofnthedid where the space and the

mawlid form a weaving unit of complex relations. The actions and the space containing them becomes
undividable. When you enter into this weave you are quickly directed and modified by complex forces of
junction of site, meaning and culture. The patterns of evard defined by the spatial character of the place

where they occur.
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Figure 4: Map and section showing thinity of the mosque duringawlid
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