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Abstract: The transformation of the role of judges in criminal cases needs to 
be considered to prioritize the return of state financial losses in the 
perspective of the usefulness of the law. This study uses a descriptive study 
with qualitative data analysis. This study answers the questions of how is the 
implementation of the role of judges in criminal cases in Indonesia; and what 
is the role of judges in criminal cases in the perspective of justice, usefulness 
and legal certainty. The creation of laws that serve the interests of the State 
cannot be separated from the role of judges. Therefore, the role of judges is 
important to transform that the core in the creation of laws is the harmonious 
implementation of values and principles which are then manifested in the 
behavior of the "pattern setting group" which can be interpreted as a group of 
experts. The power of law in the narrow sense is the judge. 
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