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How did you learn 
peer review?



Assumptions
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If peer review is 
central to 
information, why 
isn’t it 
systematically 
taught?



The (dreaded) 
assignment



Opacity is a barrier 
to learning







What if librarians 
partnered with 
course instructors 
and academic 
programs to develop 
peer-review 
training?



Ideas...

● Have students peer review Tweets from prominent figures about current events 
or recent scientific discoveries

● Find open referee reports and have students read them and critically reflect on 
the report they read 

● Have students read peer-reviewer guidelines from journals and compare them. 
Some examples are from Health Affairs and eLife

● Ask students to develop peer-reviewer guidelines for a journal they might 
develop

https://www.healthaffairs.org/help-for-reviewers
https://reviewer.elifesciences.org/reviewer-guide/review-process


Resources

Open Peer Review Platforms

● F1000Research
● eLife
● Frontiers Journals
● PLOS One

Other Instructional Content

● Stories of Open
● Black Goat Podcast - Letting 

loose your inner reviewer 2
● The Birth of Modern Peer 

Review
● An Introduction to Open Peer 

Review

https://f1000research.com/
https://elifesciences.org/
https://www.frontiersin.org
https://journals.plos.org
http://storiesofopen.org
https://www.theblackgoatpodcast.com/posts/letting-loose-your-inner-reviewer-two/
https://www.theblackgoatpodcast.com/posts/letting-loose-your-inner-reviewer-two/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/information-culture/the-birth-of-modern-peer-review/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/information-culture/the-birth-of-modern-peer-review/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/information-culture/an-introduction-to-open-peer-review/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/information-culture/an-introduction-to-open-peer-review/


What possibilities 
does transparent 
peer review offer 
you as an 
educator?


