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Naval Postgraduate School and Acquisition Research Program (ARP) leadership, clockwise from top
left, NPS President retired Vice Adm. Ann Rondeau, ARP Principal Investigator Dr. Robert Mortlock
and Acquisition Chair retired Vice Adm. David Lewis, welcome keynote speaker Ms. Stacy
Cummings, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment (Acting) to kick off the 18th
symposium.

 

Under the theme of “Creating Synergy for Informed Change,” the Naval Postgraduate School’s (NPS)
Acquisition Research Program (ARP) held the 18  Annual Acquisition Research Symposium May 11-
13 focusing on exchanging the latest in acquisition-based research and to collaboratively discuss
solutions that furthers both warfighter capability and the development of future acquisition leaders.

ARP was established in 2003 to provide a platform for innovation and problem solving in the ever-
evolving world of Department of Defense (DOD) acquisition strategies. It provides the current
information and analytical effectiveness needed to deliver capabilities to America’s warfighters. 

“Defense acquisition is a critical enabler in getting capabilities across the finish line to the warfighter,
and this Symposium is a key part of improving that process,” said retired Vice Adm. David Lewis,
NPS’ Chair of Acquisition. “It brings academia, practitioners, and operational personnel who are
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innovative thought leaders, and who have practical experience to think through the hard problems
we face, and collaboratively discuss solutions that furthers both acquisition research and the
development of future acquisition leaders.”

During her keynote address, Acting Undersecretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment
(A&S) Stacey Cummings emphasized the priorities of the President and the Secretary of Defense as
renewing America’s advantages that include defending the nation, taking care of its people, and
succeeding through teamwork—which she said aligns with what A&S and acquisition research does.

“Embedded in these priorities, are calls for innovation and modernization, as well as enhancing and
maintaining force readiness,” said Cummings. “Keeping pace with advanced and persistent threats in
today's dynamic environment depends on taking a hard look at our acquisition portfolios and
ensuring we have the right balance of capabilities for the future. Simply stated, our ability to achieve
these priorities depends on getting acquisition and sustainment right.”

To help achieve those priorities, the Symposium hosted than 800 acquisition professionals
consisting of senior leaders, warfighters, policymakers and researchers from across government,
industry and academia, many of which presented research and findings aimed at getting acquisition
right. 

“We had approximately 18 different research panels each highlighting a specific area of acquisition
sciences, from program management to contracting,” said Professor of Practice Dr. Robert Mortlock,
who serves as the principal investigator of the ARP. “We had an amazing group of panel chairs and
distinguished leaders discuss how to navigate emerging technologies through the complex transition
into our warfighting system—often referred to as the valley of death. Esteemed faculty and student
researchers presented impassioned research done in acquisition sciences that can bridge the valley of
death to bring AI, additive manufacturing, 5G, and all of that emerging technology into the hands of
our warfighter at the speed of relevance.

“The symposium helps us forge a connection between applied research and education,” continued
Mortlock. “The panels and research filter into the NPS classroom and into updated curriculums,
which in the long term produces leaders who are well educated in critical thinking and problem
solving to get through complex issues.”

Current acquisition research experts had the chance to observe future innovators of acquisition
research as NPS students presented their research projects that could shape the future of defense
acquisition. This included earned value management analyst Symantha Loflin from the Defense
Contract Management Agency (DCMA), who analyzed the impact on contractor business system
approval and disapproval due to a Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement (DFARS)
clause as she studied Risk and Opportunity Management at NPS via distant learning. She used this
research to improve the efficiency and output of glove production for essential workers during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

“I’m using my education from NPS to build up the industrial base, bringing back manufacturing to
the United States by Americans for Americans,” said Loflin. “I was able to not just use my earned
value management experience, but also my production quality and manufacturing experience to
provide for the government team.”

Some panels talked about improving the speed of the acquisition process through awarding contracts
more efficiently. Other panels explored the benefits of acquisition technology not only to bring the
latest cutting-edge technology to the warfighter, but also to expedite making acquisition decisions
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based off AI, IT or modeling data.

“As someone who has spent over three decades in Navy acquisition and an even longer period
fascinated by data and data analytics, what [the Symposium’s] presentations, their analyses and
findings may lead to are exciting,” said Jill Boward, Executive Director, Program Executive Office
for Integrated Warfare Systems (PEO IWS), while hosting a panel about better decision-making
through technology. 

“These are exciting times to use data and technology to make better decisions, and we're going to
need all of these decision tools and advanced analytics today and in the future to outpace our
adversaries,” she added.

 

Mission
Provide defense-focused graduate
education, including classified
studies and interdisciplinary research,
to advance the operational
effectiveness, technological
leadership and warfighting advantage
of the Naval service.

Sign In

Naval Postgraduate School
1 University Circle, Monterey, CA 93943
Driving Directions | Campus Map

This is an official U.S. Navy Website | Please read our Privacy Policy Notice |  FOIA | 

Section 508 |  No FEAR Act |  Whistleblower Protection | Copyright and

Accessibility | Contact Webmaster

https://nps.edu/70-years-in-monterey
https://nps.edu/c/portal/login?p_l_id=108463114
https://nps.edu/web/guest/mapsanddirections
https://nps.edu/documents/10180/108523087/NPS_Campus_Map.pdf
https://nps.edu/privacy-policy
https://nps.edu/web/guest/foia
https://nps.edu/copyright
http://prhome.defense.gov/NoFear/
https://osc.gov/
https://nps.edu/copyright
mailto:webmaster@nps.edu


7/20/21, 2(36 PM18th Acquisition Research Symposium Explores Synergy, Technology in Acquisition Strategies - Naval Postgraduate School

Page 4 of 4https://nps.edu/-/18th-acquisition-research-symposium-explores-synergy-technology-in-acquisition-strategies

Connect with Us

!  "  #  $   
& 
Naval Postgraduate School
1 University Circle, Monterey, CA 93943
Driving Directions | Campus Map

About
Mission
Leadership
News
Facts and History
Visit

Academics
Schools &
Departments
Degree Programs
Distance Learning
Administration
Executive
Education

Professional
Development

Services
Naval Support
Activity Monterey
(NSAM)

Campus Services
Technology (ITACS)

NPS Instructions
and Notices

Work Life and
Wellness

Technology
Help and Support
Password Reset
Remote Access
Software
Downloads
Webmail
Sakai CLE
Python

Research

Library

Resources
A-Z Directory
myNPS Intranet
Access
NPS Directory
Employment
Opportunities

STEM
Programs/Internships

Gate Access
Maps & Directions

Links
www.navy.mil
www.navy.com
www.foia.navy.mil
www.usa.gov
Navy's FAQ

https://nps.edu/web/guest/nps-social-media
http://www.facebook.com/NPSmonterey
http://www.twitter.com/NPS_monterey
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuqoJ4VErJjUq3ZlM5jiK2g
https://www.linkedin.com/school/nps-monterey
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-trident-room-podcast/id1525233430
https://www.instagram.com/nps_monterey/
https://nps.edu/-/18th-acquisition-research-symposium-explores-synergy-technology-in-acquisition-strategies
https://nps.edu/web/guest/mapsanddirections
https://nps.edu/documents/10180/108523087/NPS_Campus_Map.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/embed?pb=!1m14!1m8!1m3!1d12812.86454723249!2d-121.8742976!3d36.5971032!3m2!1i1024!2i768!4f13.1!3m3!1m2!1s0x0%3A0x972fe8117718bc7!2sNaval+Postgraduate+School!5e0!3m2!1sen!2sus!4v1469639498636
https://www.veteranscrisisline.net/
https://www.safehelpline.org/
https://www.ncis.navy.mil/Resources/NCIS-Tips/
https://nps.edu/web/guest/about
https://nps.edu/web/guest/mission
https://nps.edu/web/guest/leadership
https://nps.edu/web/guest/news
https://nps.edu/web/guest/facts-and-history
https://nps.edu/web/guest/visit
https://nps.edu/web/guest/academics
https://nps.edu/web/guest/schools-and-departments
https://nps.edu/web/guest/degree-programs
https://nps.edu/web/dl
https://nps.edu/web/guest/administration
https://nps.edu/web/guest/executive-education
https://nps.edu/web/guest/executive-education
https://nps.edu/web/guest/services
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrsw/installations/nsa_monterey.html
https://nps.edu/web/guest/services
https://nps.edu/web/technology
https://nps.edu/web/guest/instructions
http://navylifesw.com/monterey/
https://nps.edu/web/technology
https://nps.edu/web/technology/support
https://nps.edu/web/technology/accounts-passphrases
https://nps.edu/web/technology/remote-access
https://nps.edu/web/technology/software
https://nps.edu/web/technology/email
https://cle.nps.edu/portal/
https://python.nps.edu/
https://nps.edu/web/research
https://library.nps.edu/
https://nps.edu/-/18th-acquisition-research-symposium-explores-synergy-technology-in-acquisition-strategies
https://nps.edu/web/guest/directory
https://nps.edu/web/guest/faculty-staff
https://nps.edu/web/guest/directory
https://nps.edu/web/hro/employment
https://nps.edu/web/stem
https://nps.edu/web/guest/campus-access
https://nps.edu/web/guest/mapsanddirections
https://nps.edu/-/18th-acquisition-research-symposium-explores-synergy-technology-in-acquisition-strategies
https://www.navy.mil/
https://www.navy.com/
https://www.secnav.navy.mil/foia/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Frequently-Asked-Questions

