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The Problem of Child Soldiers
DEAK Gabriella

Today, child soldiers fight in a lot of armed conflicts around the world. They are often
recruited through force or deception, and exposed to horrific violence. They may begin as
messengers or porters, but too often end up on the front lines of combat. Some are forced
to commit atrocities, and many girls are sexually exploited. They are denied an education
and robbed of their childhood. Many do not survive.? I will deal with the question of child
soldiers in my essay, looking into what causes can lead children to become members of
regular or irregular armies and what kind of international regulations, actions may help
to solve this problem.

Introduction

“This is a real crime against humanity. The child of war is lost of peace, lost in growth.” (Ann
Veneman — UNICEF)?

The existence of child soldiers is not a new problem, but international public opinion (media,
NGOs, public figures etc.) have dealt with this problem, for the most part, only after the Cold War
and mostly in Western societies. Until now, the typical child soldier profile appeared, in popular
consciousness, in connection with African countries, however, according to expert notions, around
three hundred thousand children are taking part in more than 30 conflicts around the world. It is
also perceivable, that in developing or third world countries there is a considerable number of
children used in the armed forces. I am dealing with the question of child soldiers in my essay,
explaining, firstly how baffling the definition of child soldiers is. Secondly I am looking into what
causes can lead children to become members of regular or irregular armies and what kind of inter-
national regulations may help to solve this problem. Thirdly with the knowledge of the statistical
data I will present solutions on how the international community should reintegrate these children
into society and how to handle this international problem.

1. The child soldier concept

At the beginning of my essay, it is important to clarify the concept of child soldiers. Defining ‘child
soldier’ is not an easy task. The two terms of the compound word contradict each other. A “child’ is a
young, physically and mentally immature person, who needs special safeguards and care. In contrast,
the term ‘soldier’ refers to adult men or women who have training and military preparation.* UNICEF
tried to formulate a definition of ‘child soldier’ in the Cape Town Declaration, which states:

”A child soldier is any person under 18 years of age who is part of any kind of regular or ir-
regular armed force or armed group in any capacity, including but not limited to cooks, porters,
messengers and anyone accompanying such groups, other than family members. The definition

Email: gabideak@yahoo.com

OROMA et al. (2008) pp. 49-54.

Ann Veneman is the UNICEF executive director since 2007
COHN-GOODWIN-GILL (2003) p. 3.
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includes girls recruited for sexual purposes and for forced marriage. It does not, therefore, only
refer to a child who is carrying or has carried arms.”>

However, this concept is very broad and does not specify the circumstances under which a mi-
nor entered the army, or what role he or she has there, and it does not specify the role of girls in the
armed forces, only their sexual exploitation is mentioned. When it comes to a definition of a ‘child
soldier’, their age, the characteristics of armed groups, as well as the question of activity should be
investigated. If examining age, we should note that, in many countries the age of 18 years is not a
natural one for adulthood. The upper limit of childhood is variable in some societies and individual
communities. In some countries, such as African countries, being a child is not age-related, but
determined by their roles played in the community, and the undertaken responsibilities. In contrast,
in Western societies, the age of 18 years is generally accepted. In many cultures, the age limit is
set according to various stages of adolescence and young people must demonstrate that they are fit
physically and emotionally for this role®. We can understand the concept of childhood only know-
ing cultural, historical and social factors.”

2. The number of child soldiers in the world

It is estimated that some 300.000 children - boys and girls under the age of 18 - are today in-
volved in more than 30 conflicts worldwide. Although it is impossible to accurately calculate the
number of children involved in armed forces and groups, it is clear that there are many tens of
thousands of child soldiers.? Child soldiers exist in all regions of the world and, almost inevita-
bly, wherever there is an armed conflict. Children are used as combatants, messengers, porters
and cooks and for forced sexual services. Some are abducted or forcibly recruited; others are
driven to join by poverty, abuse and discrimination, or to seek revenge for violence committed
against them or their families.

The United Nations and other relief organizations make major efforts in order to gather reliable
information on the enrolment of the child soldiers and on what impact armed conflicts have on
children. According to The Global Report 2008, (edited by UNICEF and the Child Soldiers Global
Institution), between 2004 and 2007, there were children actively involved in armed conflict in
government forces or non-state armed groups in 19 countries or territories. These were: Afghani-
stan, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DRC), India, Iraq, Israel, and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Myanmar, Nepal,
Philippines, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, and Uganda.’

Discussing the situation of girl soldiers needs a separate section. Girls continue to be involved
in fighting forces, in combat and non-combat roles, in countries including Central African Repub-
lic, Chad, Nepal, Philippines, and Sri Lanka. Armed groups in Colombia, Cote d’Ivoire, the DRC,
and Uganda. These locations were among those known to have subjected girl soldiers to rape and
other forms of sexual violence. The country believed to have the largest number of child soldiers is

5 Cape Town Principles and Best Practices on the Recruitment of Children into the Armed Forces and
on Demobilization and Social Reintegration of Child Soldiers in Africa (Cape Town, 27-30 April 1997). http://www.
unicef.org/emerg/index_childsoldiers.html (12.12.2009.)

6  Arab societies, and in many countries in Africa.

7 ROSEN (2005)

8 BESENYO Janos: Néhany gondolat a gyerekkatonasagrdl. http://www.hm.gov.hu/hirek/kulfoldi_hirek/
gyerekkatonasagrol (20.10.2009.)

9  Child soldiers Global report. 2008. http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2008/12/11/child-soldiers-global-report-2008
(12.12.2009.)
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Myanmar (Burma), which has recruited tens of thousands of children into its national armed forces.
The Global 2008 report also listed the organizations using such armed groups:

i 2 At P Y = - o S —_——
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1. Government: Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Guinea, Liberia, Myanmar, Sudan and
Uganda

2. Government supporters and paramilitary groups such as militias: Colombia, Somalia, Sudan,
Zimbabwe and Uganda

3. Non-governmental armed groups (these opposition forces, such as regional, insurgent, terrorist
forces): Afghanistan, Chechnya, Colombia, Congo, India, Laos, Nepal, Nigeria, Sri Lanka,
Sudan, Uganda and Yemen'®.

The map (Figure 1.) shows the countries where children are recruited.

Children as young as 8 are being forced to fight in conflicts around the world, the United Nations and human rights groups report.
Human Rights Watch lists 19 placas where children were being used as soldiers in 2006. Click on highlightad places to learn more.

Somalla}g
Sri Lanka

Places where child soldiers were active during 2006

Sowrce: Human Rights Walch

Figure 1. The map shows the countries recruiting child soldiers (2006 date)"

3. The causes of child enrolment

“Child soldiers are ideal because they don’t complain, they don’t expect to be paid, and if you tell

th

em to kill, they kill.” Senior officer in the Chadian National Army (ANT)"?
Some studies set apart three aspects of enrolment: with violence, mandatory and voluntary

enrolment.'®

1. Enrolment with violence is possible and beneficial for conscripted armed groups, because

10

11
12
13

Armed groups such as the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) and the National Liberation Army
(ELN) in Colombia, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) in Sri Lanka, and the Lord’s Resistance Army
(LRA) in Uganda are well known for having recruited and used children over many years. Others receive less
international attention. In southern Thailand the separatist group National Revolution Front-Coordinate (BRN-C)
recruits under-18’s (Child Soldiers Global report. 2008).
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2008/12/11/child-soldiers-global-report-2008 (20.12.2009.)

Voices of Child Soldiers. http://www.childsoldiersglobalreport.org/content/voices-child-soldiers (10.03.2010.)
DCAF Backgrounder. Copii soldati. http://209.85.129.132/search?q=cache:BVVJDTDIBAS8]J:se2.dcaf.ch/
serviceengine/FileContent%3FservicelD%3D21%26fileid%3D0C13B08D-AA8B-490A-227E-15676D7B2E64%261
ng%3Dro+Copii+soldati&cd=68hl=hu&ct=clnk&gl=hu&Ir=lang_ro (2009.10.10.)
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these children :

- work for less money than adult soldiers;

- comply better with the instructions;

- are easy to deploy in combat and can easily be manipulated;

- survive easier in jungle fighting; have a small size, for mobility of deployable reconnais-
sance, espionage;

- generally do not represent a threat to the leaders, and are subservient;

- can cause problems of conscience for the enemy;

- can be easily persuaded to do illegal activities such as various types of contraband; or are
easily converted into sex slaves;

- increase the number of armed groups, if the number of adult fighters is reduced (especially
in protracted conflict).

2. Military duty, the legal obligation to join the armed groups. This can be included in the state

laws related to the armed forces.

3. Voluntary enrolment or freely joining the armed forces. The children may have reasons to

volunteer in the army:

- Political and security reasons: caused by violence in conflict situations, invasions, occupa-
tion of territories by governmental and non- governmental troops.

- Economic and social reasons: collapsed economy, poverty, lack of education, family,
domestic violence, need for protection of the family, home loss, torture, discrimination
against an individual or family etc. (Table 1.).

- Cultural reasons: the existence of values which exaggerate the importance of military life,
or the influence of environment, the traditional military lifestyle of previous generations.

- Ideological reasons, an ideology of violence, to fight for a “true cause”.

- Personal reasons: access to benefits only from the military, education, money, rank occu-
pied in society.'

Children are also affected by positive and negative experiences before and during wars. The
environment and the experience of the child (social milieu) also affect the subjective decision. The
environment, the parents, family, school, religion, and other community institutions, put pressure
on or send messages to the children encouraging them to get involved in the fight. The child’s atti-
tude also influences the development of an objective relation to war.'®

4. The problem of international control of child soldiers

The provisions of international law apply to children. These are the specific and comprehensive
charters, such as human rights and international humanitarian rights, and international criminal
law (Table 2.). Other sources can be the customary international and state law. Despite the fact that
some states have not ratified international treaties, they can still be accountable for violation of
customary international law. Children should be protected by national and international laws. The
development of international legal standards between 1949-2007 are summarized in the table be-
low. These international agreements, standards and regulations call for the protection of children.
Violations of these can be charged to any member of the international community.

14 LOUYOT (2000) pp. 5-9.
15 COHN-GOODWIN-GILL (2003) p. 25.
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Demand side Supply side

« the rapid proliferation of cheap weapons * poverty
* the armed organizations’ objectives and activities | ¢ the education system’s insufficiency
(in conjunction with children and adults substitut- | « war environment, interaction between government

ability) and rebel groups

* the armed organizations’ capability ( ideological * the refugee camps’ openness;
belief, social base, organizational structure) « religion, ethnicity

* the armed organizations leaders’ characteristics « family (or orphanage)

* the armed organizations’ material base (the esti- * impact of friendly community;
mated amount of resources) * boredom

* ideological grounds, belief

« rural and isolated communities

* the opportunity for access to land (through mar-
riage or inheritance)

Table 1. Economic and social reason for child enrolment'¢

2007 The Paris Principles
10 May 2002 A World Fit For Children
6 Sept. 2000 United Nations Millennium Declaration
25 May 2000 CRC-Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict
25 May 2000 CRC-Optional Protocol on Exploitation
17 Jun. 1999 ILO Convention 182
12 Jul. 1998 Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court

25 Jun. 1993 Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
11 July 1990 African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child
20.Nov. 1989 The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)

8 Jun. 1977 Geneva Convention-Additional Protocol I

8 Jun. 1977 Geneva Convention-Additional Protocol II
12 Aug. 1949 The Fourth Geneva Convention
10 Dec. 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Table 2. International Conventions'”

4.1. The prosecution of child recruiters by the International Criminal Court (ICC)

“This first ICC trial makes it clear that the use of children in armed combat is a war crime that can
and will be prosecuted at international level.” Para-Pree Singh'®

The International Criminal Court Statute adopted in 1998 treats as a serious crime the in-
fringements of the rules of non-international conflicts and the International Criminal Court has the
authority and obligation to condemn those suspected, and declare those guilty of war crimes, who

16 Source: PARAGI (2008) p. 67.
17 Source: International law. http://www.un.org/children/conflict/english/internationallaw.html (10.03.2010.)
18 Counsel in Human Rights Watch’s International Justice Program
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enlist children into armies and send into battle those under 15 years of age. At the moment there are
seven individuals wanted for such crimes with warrants already having been issued.

It is important to mention the Lubanga trial of the International Criminal Court because it is
significant in many ways.'® This was the first ICC proceedings on the issue of child soldiers. This
will help to create precedence in the ICC.

The ICC has situations under active investigation in four countries, Uganda, Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, Central African Republic, and the Darfur region of Sudan.

At the national level, there have been very few prosecutions of military commanders for the
recruitment and use of child soldiers.*

5. Handling the problem of child soldiery and finding solutions

Today there are 300 thousand child soldiers, and in spite of the existing international conventions
their numbers are not declining. How could the problem of child soldiery be addressed? Some
studies offer four methods of treatment: prevention, development of standards and their appli-
cation, and the implementation of DDR programs (disarmament, demobilization, and reintegra-
tion).?! The DDR program for child soldiers should be implemented completely independently of
adult program of DDR and more specific factors must be taken into account.

1. Disarmament: The collection of weapons in the conflict area. It is not always necessary to
include this option in the program, because many children do not bear arms, especially girls,
who do not always participate with weapons in battles, but serve a support function: provide
food, nursing, etc.

2. Demobilization (Disarmament) is the official and controlled release of soldiers from the army.
However, for children it is more specific. It has to be investigated whether the child was in-
volved in the conflict, but it is also necessary to establish the identity of the child, to find his
or her family, the needs assessment must be conducted and prioritization has to be determined,
and last but not least, sufficient information has to be obtained for reintegration.

3. Reintegration is a long process, which is designed to give children an alternative, saving them
from the harm of armed conflict, and also helping them find their place in the community
and in society again. Reintegration includes family reunification, or finding a new home for
children, providing education and professional development, economic, financial aid, as well
as creating a strategy that will help children to see themselves in the future, and to conduct an
independent life. Reintegration could also involve providing mental assistance even with the
help of a psychologist. The DDR program in practice shows that its implementation should
not be delayed until the end of the conflict, to be really successful. It should be started as soon
as possible, before the conflict is over, as it was done with certain success in Colombia, Congo,
Sri Lanka, Sierra Leone and Sudan.

However, besides the negative consequences mentioned above there could also be positive aspects

of the involvement of children in conflicts. Perhaps the only way to stay alive is to join the armed forces.

19 The International Criminal Court Trial of Thomas Lubanga. http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/01/22/international-
criminal-court-trial-thomas-lubanga# Where_else_are (20.12.2009.)

20 Are there other cases where military commanders have been prosecuted or charged with recruiting or using child
soldiers? http://www.hrw.org/en/news/2009/01/22/international-criminal-court-trial-thomas-lubanga# Where_else_
are (12.12.2009.)

21 DCAF Backgrounder. Copii soldati. http://209.85.129.132/search?q=cache:BVVJDTDIBA8J:se2.dcaf.ch/
serviceengine/FileContent%3FservicelD%3D21%26fileid%3D0C13B08D-AA8B-490A-227E-15676D7B2E64%261
ng%3Dro+Copii+soldati&cd=6&hl=hu&ct=clnk&gl=hu&Ir=lang ro (2009.10.10.)
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Girls do not feel inferior to boys in the army, they are freer and stronger with weapons in their hands,
and they feel they are on an equal footing with men. The army could provide orphans and street kids
with a family of sorts, stability and a home. They learn discipline, loyalty, respect, a certain pride, at the
same time they feel important, their self-confidence will increase, and they will think that their lives are
in order, and enter into friendships.

This is not to say that it is a good thing to use child soldiers in armed conflicts, but every issue has
a black and white side, too.

6. Conclusion

All conventions, standards, support programs, plans, laws, regulations and penalties are useless
if the basic causes of the problem are not addressed and solved. Compliance to international law
cannot at all times be expected from all states. Common law is not always observed, either. Eco-
nomic inequality, overpopulation could always cause conflict. Poverty reduction and birth control
could reduce conflicts. Extensive assistance could make people passive; they would not, on their
own, want to solve their problems, but would expect this from aid agencies. Mimicking, forcing,
and offering the Western model on societies of developing countries might not lead to conflict
prevention or a solution. Those societies that do not develop their own institutions can not emerge
from underdevelopment and will remain conflict ridden. In community and tribe-based societies
the exported Western democratic model can never be functional.

DDR programs has led to success in some countries, but I consider prevention more important
than post-treatment of this problem. The international regulations and the DDR program have to
attend the special needs of girls and would have to respond with particular rules. The further de-
velopment of international legislation is very important, but such legislation should observe the
sovereignty of states while aiming at the regulation of these specific internal conflicts.

Furthermore, another important issue still awaiting a solution is the question of under-aged
mothers. Those girls who in childhood were abducted and raped in the camps during the conflicts
later will have to take care of their children. Often their families do not accept them back, the
soldiers’ children are treated as enemies and therefore these young mothers and their children are
very vulnerable.

From what we mentioned above we can draw the conclusion that the integration of children into
communities is highly problematic. The said program could be considered a success if these people
would be able to maintain a self supporting lifestyle, perhaps even learn a trade or a profession.

Another probable consequence of child soldiery might occur if a large enough portion of the
society spent their childhood in war, then that society will necessarily reproduce all the conditions
and circumstances that will keep human communities in a state of permanent disintegration and
will result in a highly unsuccessful state. These societies can only imagine the possibility of chang-
ing the prevailing adverse conditions through the use of violence.
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The Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive Device
(RCIED) threat in Afghanistan

GULYAS Attila

The Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive Devices (RCIED) are one of the most sig-
nificant IED-threats in the region of southern Afghanistan. Since I began my military
service in ISAF I have recognized that the occurrence of RCIED threats have been
increasing continuously since 2008. My survey will provide a short overlook of these
types of threats, furthermore my aim is to show the common manner of RCIED’s fre-
quency-use and the insurgent’s “favourite” devices and bandwidths (frequency-bands)
to help avoid serious damage to the Hungarian military servicemen, vehicles and mili-
tary compounds in the theatre. I am sure that the knowledge of commonly used RCIED-
types will help to the Hungarian Special Operations Forces units (HUNSOTUs) to
learn the insurgent’s (Taliban) tactics, techniques and procedures and overpass many
of their IED-systems.

Introduction

The Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive Devices’ (RCIED) threat in Afghanistan has changed
little technically since late 2006. In 2008 Afghanistan experienced more than 4,000 Improvised
Explosive Device (IED) attacks, it means more than double that of 2007.! Afghanistan is the coun-
try where IED employments are systematically used. Facing this threat, the coalition members are
trying to improve the protection of their soldiers and to act against the devices.? These human and
financial investments are focusing on a technological answer and the deployment of new capabili-
ties. However, despite these efforts IEDs remain efficient and NATO and Afghan National Security
Forces (ANSF) losses have never been so high. Indeed, the IEDs are implemented in very simple
ways and tested by technological processes, in a rustic style just the opposite of NATO technolog-
ical answers.?

The majority of Radio Controlled IEDs continue to use purpose-made Dual-Tone Multi-Fre-
quency (DTMF) VHF systems (commonly referred to as “spider” devices). The south provinces
(near Pakistan’s border) such as Nimroz, Helmand, Kandahar, Zabul, Paktika, Uruzgan, and Farah
are the most dangerous territories, in regards to RCIED threats. E.g. RCIED incidents in Helmand
Province account for 10-15%* of the IED threat. The Victim-Operated IEDs (Pressure Plates) ac-
count for almost all of the remainder. It is judged that any change in the use of ECM which remove
coverage on known RCIED frequencies would likely be exploited by Enemy Forces (EF). The
presence of RCIEDs can not be discounted in areas where other types of IED (e.g. Victim-Operated
Pressure Plate) are assessed to be the most prevalent threat. It is judged that the spread of personal
mobile communications networks into new areas offers the greatest potential for the development

Report on Progress Toward Security and Stability in Afghanistan (2010). p. 54.
DOCTRINE General Military Review, editions of 2009-2010

DINGLEY (2009) p. 104.

GRAHAM (2011) p. 137.
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of the RCIED threat in those areas.

This survey is based on my personal experience and the overall defence intelligence systems’
reporting and information sharing. These provide source assessments, which draw on the range of
available sources including intelligence reporting, military intelligence collection, imagery, diplo-
matic reporting and other open source materials (Internet).

The technical and historical evidence are strongly based on reporting from the theatre and ex-
ploitation of recovered equipment, in my experience. Technical and engineering principles concern-
ing the manufacture of IEDs, some of which are based on other theatres of operations, are also
used. The assessment of future IED trends and evolution of types is based on the statistical analysis,
the interpretation of enemy forces’ trends and modus operandi, previous technical evolution, known
technical limitations of enemy forces, their dispositions and the processes for countering threats.

My RCIED assessment of the threat in Afghanistan is in accordance with the requirement to
make the readers understand the formation of several defence policies and the commitment of the
Armed Forces and includes the commonly used RCIED jammers’ types and bandwidths.

What is the RCIED threat?

The effectiveness of Coalition Force (CF) electronic countermeasures (ECM) in Afghanistan is
a prime factor in the continued relative reduction of the RCIED threat. Since late 2006, Enemy
Forces (EF) have used essentially the same types of RCIED firing switches. Different versions
of the spider family of VHF receivers (DTMF) are used for telecommunications signalling over
analogue telephone lines in the voice-frequency band between telephone handsets and other
communications devices and the switching centre® have all been seen, but to date, their operating
parameters have remained broadly consistent with earlier models. The spread of mobile com-
munications networks such as GSM mobile phone and Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA)
local loop services, which are already established in the larger population centresin Afghanistan,
continues. Infrastructure is presently centred on population centres and the main route (Highway
1). [3] The wireless telecommunications market has been growing continuously since 2002 and
will likely continue to do so for the foreseeable future. As of January 2009 the 4 licensed GSM
providers in Afghanistan had 7.2 million subscribers. In addition, several companies have been
allowed to operate networks using the US 3G standard (CDMA 2000)®. GSM providers will con-
tinue to roll out more capability and continue to expand network coverage across Afghanistan.
The increasing availability of mobile personal communications makes it more likely that EF will
make greater use of the systems in RCIEDs. Figure 01 shows the occurrence of RCIED among
all of the C-IED threats’ in South Afghanistan in 2009. Mobile phone networks already operate
in the main population centres of Helmand province (in Kajaki, Gereshk, Lashkar Gah, Musa
Qal’el and Sangin).

5 SCHENKER L. (1960) pp. 235-255.
6 GROSS-SANGIN (2008)
7 DOCTRINE Military review: Regional Command-Capital survey 2009, edition of 17/2009. pp. 37-40.
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Figure 1.

Definitions

For a better understanding of what the acronym IED (RCIED) means it is necessary to specify the
expressions regarding the improvised explosive devices’ issues.

Improvised Explosive Device (IED): A device placed or fabricated in an improvised manner
incorporating destructive, lethal, noxious, pyrotechnic, or incendiary chemicals and designed to
destroy, incapacitate, harass, or distract. It may incorporate military stores, but is normally devised
from non-military components. All IED-related definitions will default to the Weapon Intelligence
Team’s IED Lexicon®.

1. VEHICLE-BORNE IED (VBIED): An IED delivered by any small ground-based vehicle (e.g.
passenger vehicle, motorcycle, moped, bicycle, etc.) and/or serves as the concealment means
for explosives with an initiating device.

- Bicycle

- Large Truck (Jingle/Tanker)
- Small Truck (Pick up)

- Car

- Motorcycle

- Other

- SUV

2. SUICIDE VBIED (SVBIED): A VBIED whose explosives are intentionally initiated by the
vehicle’s occupant.

- Bicycle
- Car

8  Standard Insurgent Action Terms - ISAF SOF FRAGO080705 pp.18-21.
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- Cart
- Motorcycle
- Suv
- Large Truck (Jingle/Tanker)
- Small Truck (Pick up)
- Other
3. RCIED: An IED initiated electronically in a wireless manner consisting of a transmitter and
receiver (i.e. personal mobile radio (PMR), cell phone, cordless phone, pager, etc)
- RC Cell phone
- RC DTMF
- RC DTMF (Mod Unknown)
- RC Vehicle Alarm
- RC Other
- Unknown
4. COMMAND IED: Initiated with a wire and power source, may include a switch
- Command Pull (Mechanical)
- Command Wire (Electric)
- Command Other
- Unknown

Threat priorities

Figure 2. shows the breakdown by type of known RCIED incidents since the start of 2009°. The
spider family of devices accounts for approximately 75% of the RCIED threat, with various types
of radio systems making up the balance. The commonly used frequencies are in the VHF band. It
is because the electronic devices using this frequency-band are sold in every cheap market and it is
not complicated to buy-assemble-install-operate the explosive devices mounted to RCIED.

Afghanistan RCIEDs: Jan-Jul 2009

8,0%
7.3%
12 1%'
64.4%

Figure 2.

9 BARKER (2010) p. 5.
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The hobby radio control devices operate in high frequencies (HF). It is difficult to build a
spread jammer spectrum-device against them. The commercial (Commerce Off The Shelf COTF)
and few military jammers, mostly, do not jam under 30 MHz, so the RCIED operated in that fre-
quency range could be extremely efficient and lethal.

The most common spider devices operate in the 142-153 MHz frequency range. In the free
market of South Afghanistan anybody can purchase simple devices working in these ranges, the
types of the devices are listed in the Tables of this survey. The Taliban mostly use the handy radios
(ICOM, Kenwood) for this simple reason.

Figure 03 shows the breakdown, by type, of known RCIED incidents in Helmand Province
since the start of 2009. The spider family of devices accounts for approximately 84% of the RCIED
threat, with various types of radio systems making up the balance. [4]

Afghanistan south's RCIEDs (Helmand)

75.9%

Figure 3.

In Helmand Province, RCIED incidents continue to account for 10-15% of the known IED
threat. RCIED attacks are largely directed at CF but achieve the most success against ANSF when
they are not protected by CF ECM. E.g. one of the successful RCIED attacks in June 2009 resulted
in the death of an ANA officer. A CF (UK) KIA occurring in an RCIED attack was in September
2007 and one WIA in March 2008™. It is assessed that the relatively low number of CF casualties
from RCIEDs is direc