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A large sized male Tiger shark 
Galeocerdo cuvier measuring 288 
cm in total length (TL) and weighing 
261 kg was landed at the Mookaiyur 

Fisheries Harbour on 22nd October 
2020. The shark was caught in a tuna 
longliner of 22.7 m OAL fitted with 
200 hp engine which had fished in the 

Arabian Sea, close to the Lakshadweep 
islands. Although size ranges of 95 and 
100 cm TL are regularly observed in the 
fishery in the southern Gulf of Mannar, 
the fishermen reported that they have 
not got a Tiger shark of this size earlier. 
While tiger sharks have been reported 
in the fishery all along the Indian coast, 
Cochin Fisheries Harbour has been a 
major hub for landings of this species, 
where it formed 7% of the total shark 
landings during 2012-2016 (CMFRI 
Annual Report 2016-2017, p. 107). 
It is not protected under the Indian 
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 and 
as of now there is no restriction on 
fishing in India. Trade of its fins is, 
however, barred under the blanket 
ban on shark fin trade enforced by 
the Ministry of Commerce & Industry, 
Government of India in 2015.

(M. Rajkumar*, L. Remya and Shoba Joe 
Kizhakudan | *Mandapam Regional Centre 
of ICAR-CMFRI)

Tiger shark landed at Mookaiyur Fisheries Harbour, Tamil Nadu

The Short neck clam, Paphia 
malabarica Chemnitz, 1782, fished 
from Muthalapozhi estuary, located 
in northern part of Kerala is regularly 
marketed in Karnataka, Goa and 
Maharashtra. The fishery is regularly 
monitored since 2017 by sampling 

clams from Azhoor for biological 
analysis. During 2018-2019, 720 
clams were subject to microscopic 
examination of tissue smear to assess 
the gonadal maturity of the species. 
The occurrence of microplastic (plastic 
materials or fragments of less than 5 

mm size) fibres in gonadal tissue was 
observed on two different occasions 
in images captured using a Carl Zeiss 
Discovery V8 Stereomicroscope with 
an Axio-Cam digital camera. Since the 
bivalves are filter feeders, these fibres 
which are a common marine pollutant, 
could have entered through feeding. 
Since this bivalve is eaten as whole 
tissue, unlike dressed fish, transfer 
of microplastics from lower to higher 
tropic level is possible. These risks are 
to addressed through proper land run-
off and marine pollution management.

(P. Gomathi*, M. K . Anil, B. Raju, P. 
M Krishna priya, O. Salini and Geetha 
Sasikumar | Vizhinjam Regional Centre of ICAR-
CMFRI )

Microplastics in guts of short neck clam


