




  5



  76   

The next painting will be the best. It has been an on-going struggle 
for perfection - being able to break through mental and physical 
barriers, pushing the envelope to realizing and developing that 
vision until ultimately a style is born. Then taking that style and 
working it until it cannot be developed further and only then 
moving on to adapt this to new ideas, taking you on a journey 
of versatility and determination to the next painting.
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YGartua |  coat oF arMs

Ygartua is a painter most often translating the bold strokes 
of his life into the more subtle finer strokes of his work. 
His bold strokes and color show his extraordinary 
ability and confidence to work in any medium, any style.
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YGartua is a GEnius bY MichaEl silVErbrookE /collEctor (2008)

art with ease and insight. he is a genius. these are a few of my 

perspectives of that genius.

Paul paints 8 to 10 hours every day. if people are watching in a public 

place; like his gallery, that’s fine with him. he is supremely confident 

and goes about the business of creation. if someone interrupts to ask 

a question he is always poised, with a friendly insightful response; 

but he keeps painting. ten-hour stretches are not uncommon.

i remember reading about a famous canadian artist who couldn’t 

take the pressure of having to produce 18 paintings a year for his 

gallery; Paul is prolific and creates new works daily. he says a good 

artist should be able to paint fast. the great ones do. Gainsborough, 

like Paul, rarely went over the same brush stroke twice.

at an Ygartua show, about 2 years ago, i was approached by an 

architect who commented that the artist was a genius. i asked how 

so? he said, ‘look at all these paintings (there were dozens) there 

composition, color, perspective, form. Paul Ygartua told me 

those were the four things he looked for when creating or 

evaluating art. this came in response to a question of mine about 

a new painting by another artist in my collection. he then went 

on to give a detailed academic like analysis of the canvas. Paul 

is not a teacher: he has been a full time painter for the last forty 

years. he has never taken students, but he can talk academic 

Paul YGartua & a MYtholoGical bEGinninG 2007 183x274 cM | 70x97 in
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we were having dinner at the Ygartua’s the next night. i fully 

expected Paul to beg off the project. after all, i had never seen 

him paint in anything like the Gainsborough style. when we arrived 

he presented me with a copy, varnished and aged to look like the 

original. i asked ‘how long did it take?’ Joanne said ‘about half an 

hour.’ Paul corrected her, saying it was more like 2 hours, because 

he had to fashion a one bristle brush, age the painting, and apply 

varnish. i put the painting in a frame the next day and took it 

back to the auction house to show them the copy. before i could 

explain, the manager asked why i had changed the 18th century 

frame. Paul can do anything.

a greater example of his talent was when a mutual friend, who 

is a collector of napoleonic memorabilia, wanted a 3’x 6’ painting 

of the scots Greys charge at waterloo (a la Elizabeth butler). i 

showed the concept to a few artist friends who balked at the 

enormous project, quoting weeks or months for completion. My 

friend approached Paul on saturday while having dinner at my 

home, about doing the job. he said he would fit it in the following 

week, because it looked like an interesting challenge, and would 

is not one mistake, everyone is perfectly balanced, colored and in 

perspective.’ he proceeded to go through the collection showing 

examples, adding ‘you can’t look at one picture and say ‘that color 

is wrong or that line is off.’ he was right. Ygartua is a genius.

Paul is best known to the general public in our part of the world 

as a muralist. Paintings 20 feet by 50 feet on the sides of public 

buildings. he does them free hand! no projectors, no graph grids, 

just give him a high lifter, a brush and paint. the ability to freely 

compose on such a large scale is amazing. those who wonder what 

it would have been like to watch Michelangelo at work have their 

chance; Paul should sell tickets.

about 4 years ago, i was showing Paul a small Gainsborough portrait i’d 

bought at auction. i commented ‘why would a great artist take all the time 

it would take to paint such a small picture?’ Paul said ‘Gainsborough was 

a good artist it probably took him only 30 minutes.’ when i questioned 

that, he said “give me the painting, i’ll make you a copy.” 

YGartua is a GEnius bY MichaEl silVErbrookE /collEctor (2008)
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thE conVErsation 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x150 cM | 48x59 in
PriVatE collEction

YGartua is a GEnius bY MichaEl silVErbrookE /collEctor (2008)

have it delivered on thursday. on thursday morning (Paul seldom 

misses deadlines) we had the unveiling. seventeen horses and 

riders coming right at you. 

Every hoof, torso, leg and arm perfectly foreshortened. a tour 

de force. i’ve heard whole essays have been written about 

rembrandt’s foreshortening of the watch captains outstretched 

arm in the “night watch”. one day, essays may be written about 

Ygartua’s “scots Greys”.

i’ve often compared the experience of watching Paul work, and 

discussing it with him while he works, to being in hemmingway’s 

studio or at beethoven’s piano while they composed, freely asking 

questions about each line and the creative process. it is a rare 

occurrence to find an artist/creator of Paul’s caliber, with whom 

you can do that. knowing Paul Ygartua has been one of the most 

fascinating experiences of my life. i hope this book will allow more 

art lovers to know one of the great masters of today.
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thE MonarchY 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x200 cM | 48x78 in 
PriVatE collEction

cubist MoMEnt 2012 acrYlic on canVas 100x200 cM | 40x78 in
PriVatE collEction

braVE nEw world 2010 acrYlic on canVas 122x150 cM | 48x59 in
PriVatE collEction: Mr.& Mrs.olszanski, saint GratiEn FrancE
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thE loVErs 2010 acrYlic on canVas 122x160 cM | 48x59 inthE blEssinG 2012 acrYlic on canVas  122x150 cM | 48x59 in
PriVatE collEction
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Mirror iMaGE 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 innon toxic 2011 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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towErs oF PowEr 2013 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 inthE GuGGEnhEiM MusEuM bilbao, sPain 2013 acrYlic on canVas 122x150 cM | 48x59 in
PriVatE collEction
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thE cruciFixion 2013 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 inthE insidErs 2011 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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u turn  2012 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 innatiVE rEadinGs 2010 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
PriVatE collEction
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JobErG 2012 acrYlic on canVas 80x80 cM | 31x31 in
PriVatE collEction

FrEnzY 2011 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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Political obliVion 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

sPiritual haPPEninG 2010 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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aFtErthouGhts 2010 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
PriVatE collEction

oranGE dYnastY 2013 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
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FuturE rock 1979 MixEd MEdia 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: Paris FrancE
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FuturE rock 1988 MixEd MEdia 122x91cM | 48x36 in
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his continuous study and work on techniques and painting mediums 

are apparent throughout his vast body of work - from his heritage 

series to his current abstract Expressionism and his most recent pure 

abstraction.

as a young artist he showed a maturity in his work far beyond his 

years. his excellent perspective no doubt relates to his early study in 

design - his technique in color, startling and impressive and his use of 

the knife bold and convincing. his celestialism shows the extent of his 

imagination - an important body of older work which is less familiar 

to viewers – giving an insight to his more intimate work illustrating 

the workings of the mind and soul. his most recent works provoke a 

response that is both physical and emotional. his application of color 

and line enables Paul to capture the essence of the subject with a 

spontaneity unparalled by many.

his monumental murals and domed ceiling have received international 

acclaim. the power of his achievement is appreciated and recognized 

by many collectors world-wide.

Perhaps artists are born-born with a desire to create and with 

some natural endowment in talent. what this means is that 

while they may have a God given gift they also have the need or 

desire to develop this natural endowment into real expression or 

interpretation which they hope can be understood and appreciated 

by others.

the artist that creates only for his own satisfaction is at best a rare 

bird or alternatively without appreciable talent. the path from God-

given talent to successful expression is a path covering years of 

arduous study and years of hard work. Paul Ygartua is an artist - he 

has talent - and after years of determination and struggle he is finally 

achieving recognition as an international artist - an original creator 

producing remarkable work. creation and interpretation is Paul’s 

life. in painting he is at home in all mediums and his production is 

prodigious. a qualified gold and silversmith with a degree in design. 

Paul turned to painting immediately after graduating from the famous 

liverpool school of art in Great britain.

williaM daVEY FEdEration oF canadian artists (Fca) 
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cElEstial PlaYErs 1976 MixEd MEdia 75x60 cM | 30x24 in
artist collEction

cElEstail PlaYErs ii 2009 MixEd MEdia 122x150 cM | 48x59 in
artist collEction
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hEll 1986 MixEd MEdia 61x91 cM | 24x36 in
PriVatE collEction: anton YGartua, london GrEat britain

cElEstial Prison 1974 watErcolour 51x76 cM | 20x30 in
PriVatE collEction: tala YGartua, london GrEat britain
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players, people watching chess games, chess pieces and other 
themes have been portrayed in different types of paintings. 
but there is also the “painting of chess”. without going into a 
discussion of what abstract painting is and different kinds of 
abstract painting, in my opinion the painting of chess should be 
a subject of abstract painting. is it fair to say, then, a painting 
with chess as subject matter is a painting of chess, telling about 
chess.

Paul Ygartua is an artist whose versatility is reflected in his work. 
he is among those who lives elsewhere than their birthplaces. 
he was born in 1945 in bebington, in the suburbs of liverpool, 
England. after graduating from Faculty of arts industrial design, 
liverpool university in 1966, he immigrated to Vancouver, 
canada. From then on painting becomes his whole existence. 
he calls Vancouver, the place he lives in when he is not traveling, 
his home. he has become well-known in canada especially for 
his enormous murals. in time his status as a world artist is 
recognized with awards, his work finds place in art collections.

he says, “For me the Game of Chess is like the Game of life.” 
Familiar, though, the simile of “game of life” is, perhaps, Ygartua 
is the first to use it as such. it is a word that be lauds neither life 
nor chess and meets them both within the construction of play.

chess is a frequent subject in paintings. the splendor of 
chess in artistic perspective is reflected in the fact that an 

artist has rendered on the canvas the intellectual depths of the 
game. that chess has been a subject matter in paintings is an 
attainment in terms of its value getting wider recognition. chess 

sYnthEsis oF thE bEGinninG and thE End bY kuVaY sanli
thE dEPutY PrEsidEnt oF thE turkish chEss Foundation, istanbul turkEY
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thE oPEninG 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

Just before his above mentioned definition, Ygartua mentions that after 
the first years chess was first played, it became loaded with social 
meanings, with chess playing becoming an indicator of nobility and a 
source of prestige. he certainly states that it is a value associated with 
the Middle ages. it is obvious that today chess has become a unifying 
element, also as a subject of artistic work, for the whole of humanity.

Ygartua says, “the objective is to win, but the challenge is designing 
and then acting out a strategy to achieve that goal–as in life, you 
must constantly evaluate and change your playing strategy.” here he 
underlines the significance of methods in order to win. although 
winning appears to be the end aim, it emerges as a means to the end, 
as a signifier. only as a result of this correct approach does winning 
become an aim. obviously we cannot forge relationships in terms of 
“winning”, in any issue. we can do something in terms of method or 
approach, for strengthening our struggling power.

More by Ygartua himself: “Painting the Game of Chess allows me to enter into 
an imaginary world whereby i can invent a life situation in my mind and then 
put my imagination into each character, the King, the Queen, the Bishop, the 
Pawns, the Castle–each one portraying a different angle a different personality; 
i actually enter the game and become part of it, it is like i am in the game.”

sYnthEsis oF thE bEGinninG and thE End bY kuVaY sanli
thE dEPutY PrEsidEnt oF thE turkish chEss Foundation, istanbul turkEY
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thE MiddlE GaME 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

i will make an inference using three examples from Ygartua’s work. it 
is the beginning of the game. the singular is pronounced. the pieces 
are in place. Pieces have formal values at the beginning of a game of 
chess: Queen is worth 8 points, rook 5 points, knight and bishop 3 
points each, and pawn 1 point. the pieces are ready to change from 
one plane to another. the journey begins.

we have come to the middle game. the singular is enmeshed within 
the whole. the pieces are less pronounced. bit by bit we sink deeper 
into the game, that is, reality, and pieces start to lose their “relative” 
value. they become images in our minds in proportion with their 
position on the board and relevant influence. 

it is now the end game, and the pieces are almost nonexistent. their meaning 
lies in their interaction and they find echoes in our minds to the extent of 
their significance within the whole of the position. the pawn may even be 
worth more than 20 points or maybe it is worth everything. the queen is 
null. what is significant is the content as a whole, which is as it is reflected 
in our minds. the subject is freed from its apparent “arbitrary” nature, as in 
abstract paintings, devoid of its “random” nature at the outset. the game is 
not over but the construct has completed. For what it’s worth in terms of 
stepping back for understanding, this construct is a new beginning.

sYnthEsis oF thE bEGinninG and thE End bY kuVaY sanli
thE dEPutY PrEsidEnt oF thE turkish chEss Foundation, istanbul turkEY
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thE End GaME 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

all these evaluations are mine and thus subjective. whether objectivity 
exists, there is no way to tell. we can think about what is more 
objective, and arrive at it, too. what about the absolute “objective”? 
some say it exists, others say there is no such thing.

we may be tempted to ask, “what about the opinions of the artist?” 
also valid is the question concerning whether the artist is in anyway 
related to his work once he shares it, turns the act of “thinking” to 
“thoughts”. or is it now the case that the only reality is the subjectivity 
in the minds of members of the audience? what gets us closer to 
objectivity, interaction between subjective viewpoints, just like 
singular pieces forming the whole on the chessboard?

there is a more essential element, much more substantial than this 
deep contemplation and overt or covert meaning, and that is the 
paintings of Paul Ygartua. the colors are brilliant and the impression 
it leaves on the audience is pleasant such that you get the feeling of 
buying one and hanging in your house. i had a hard time finding among 
many the three paintings above to exemplify the ideas i wanted to 
employ… the problem was not finding them but choosing them.

sYnthEsis oF thE bEGinninG and thE End bY kuVaY sanli
thE dEPutY PrEsidEnt oF thE turkish chEss Foundation, istanbul turkEY
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MY FathEr tauGht ME 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

chEss stratEGiEs 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x150 cM | 48x59 in
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la rEina 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: boxliGht MEdia ltd.. london GrEat britain

disEMbodiEd sPirit 2009 acrYlic on canVas 122x150 cM | 48x59 in
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leaving a trail of emotion in spectators, satisfying their thirst 

for contemporary expression and bringing the message of what 

humankind can accomplish with its futuristic thoughts and ideas. with 

his broad experience accumulated through extensive international 

travel, Paul Ygartua, with joy and untiring enthusiasm, has brought his 

work to the main art galleries of the great European, asian and latin 

american capitals. 

in his interview he revealed the secret of his creativity, observing that “i 

haven’t changed a bit, i continue living with the same passion and the 

same energy as the artist who has just begun and has to place himself 

at the starting point in order to better see the horizon that he has to 

reach; for this reason, in each work that i am going to begin, i put all 

my passion, feelings and will, in order to conceive something new and 

create with my brushes a fantasy capable of stirring the imagination. 

critics of Paul Ygartua’s work affirm that these are faithful reflections 

of his impulsive personality, transmitting his dynamism, speed, and 

originality. 
rEVEals thE PowEr oF color in nEw York bY louis rodriGuEz aranGurEn, nEw York usa
Paul YGartua |  nEw York art ExPo 2009

Paul Ygartua’s abstract and  impressionist  paintings exhibited with 

great success at the Montserrat Gallery in New York, unequivocally 

revealing the power of color and form in the service of free thought, 
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J J Johnson 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: canada

J J Johnson 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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art blakEY 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

charliE ParkEr 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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sYdnEY bEchEt 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 insYdnEY bEchEt 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: canada
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John coltranE 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

b b kinG 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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hot Jazz 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

Jazz Passion 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

EndlEss niGhts 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

what a wondErFul world 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

Musical dEliGht ii 1998 MixEd MEdia 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
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JaGGEr 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in 
PriVatE collEction

JiMi hEndrix 2001 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

lEnnon 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

JiMi hEndrix 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: dr.and Mrs. nianiaris, toronto canada

MarlEY 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: dr. and Mrs. Mark Gwartz, toronto canada  
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salVador dali 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

salVador dali 2006 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
artists collEction
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still liFE 1999 MixEd MEdia 91x122 cM | 36x48 in
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la diaGonalE du Fou 2013 acrYlic on canVas, 50x80 cM | 20x31 in 
PriVatE collEction

rationally interpreting a work of abstract art or even just using 
verbal language to try and introduce someone to its perception 

can become an endless journey. the spectator, forced into a purely 
aesthetic, non-sensorial knowledge, risks floundering in informal 
magma, getting lost in swamps of misunderstanding and ambiguity. 
understanding the creative mechanisms which lead to artistic 
conception, establishing how the artist has transformed intuition into 
pictorial material and reading the result is always difficult.

Paul Ygartua´s works are ideal for this kind of analysis, because we 
find images of an apparently transfigured reality, subtracted from 
every formal reference and, consequently, from a superficial and 
impenetrable reading. what attracts us is the exasperated chromatism, 
which invades the canvas until it dominates it completely.

we are enraptured by the chaos of the colours that juxtapose thanks 
to quick brushstrokes or broader touches, created using a spatula. but 
while the spectator sees color as a catalyst, for Ygartua chromatics and 
the application of color encourage the flow of instinctive trends. the 
british artist’s compositions aren’t artistic translations of a solid world, 
but interpretations of the more impulsive, passionate and energetic part 
of the universe. depending on how this energetic motion reaches the 

PriMordial chaos bY Flora roViGo, art historian, FlorEncE italY
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abduction acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

painter, reawakening his senses, it is changed into tonal orchestration, 
into a choir made up of numerous voices or into a concert with a 
reduced number of elements.

the painter doesn’t record data, although he starts from a reality 
observed on several occasions and also reproduced in an objective 
way in the past; what he’s interested in now is the emotional strength 
transmitted by what is real. nothing must conform to the real element 
from which it originated: the creative combination adheres exclusively 
to the moods aroused.

the sensitivity with which Ygartua perceives things means that not 
only does he have the usual capacity to identify general structural 
properties, but also to discover their dynamic qualities: the artist 
succeeds in representing shapes through a game of strengths and 
energies that are released through reciprocal interactions, thus 
managing to reproduce the expressive value of objects. Ygartua’s art 
is a means of understanding the power of the vital movements of the 
world, a way of realizing its value and its power; his creations offer 
spectators the opportunity to comprehend the relationships that 
exist between the various elements that make up reality. in works 
like “dark interlude”, “infinity” or “kaleidoscope” all the vibrations 

PriMordial chaos bY Flora roViGo, art historian, FlorEncE italY
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MatErial EQuiValEncE acrYlic on canVas, 122x100 cM | 48x40 in
PriVatE collEction

and movements that animate reality come to life in the form of 
agglomerates of shapes and colours which accumulate and pursue 
each other in sequence.

Everything seems to be fragmented, against a monochrome background, 
or created with just a few shades, with the addition of splinters of 
consistency and small planes of segmented objectivity. 

the combination of parts explodes in a single point: it’s as though a calm 
and static surface has split open (from the Greek chaos) and a throbbing 
organic mass has deflagrated. this polychromatic composition has not 
matured through rational thoughts, but via impressions, commotions 
and euphoric excitements. in this way the painter recreates the 
emotional track generated by external visions. his works have a very 
high conceptual level, triggered entirely by the intense observation of a 
world which is more sensorial than material.

the pictorial components are elaborated quickly, in a crescendo of 
tonal and gestural evolutions. if the colored scenes recreate a slow, 
synthetic and apparently two-dimensional progress, the expressive 
orchestrations in the foreground succeed in transmitting movement to 
the whole visual structure, conveying body and life to the work. the 

PriMordial chaos bY Flora roViGo, art historian, FlorEncE italY
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continuuM 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

artist hasn’t simply identified and selected certain features of the 
sensitive world, but has chosen to recreate its expressive dynamics.
inside these visual statements, where the work is an authentic 
emotional thought and a tribute to the flow of vital energy, one 
also finds formal references, included largely for their metaphoric 
significance rather than for their objective value.

the painter tells us about those dialectics of the game which, breaking 
free from the confines of the chessboard, extend to the whole world: 
the pawns moved by the players are simply men, whose lives are piloted 
by a higher will. the black and white of the checks push us towards the 
unknown, in that lucid gestural and chromatic confusion, where reality 
and game merge into an unspecified dilation of space and time: the real 
world dissolves into one inorganic mass, to flow into new existences.  

also in the exultation of the female form, as in “Femmes du carnaval” 
and “spanish nuns”, Ygartua praises life and its origin. Primitive faces, 
with synthetic, intense features, reminiscent of african masks or Egyptian 
faces join with voluptuous and flourishing bodies typical of divine figures 
paying tribute to fertility and procreation. the womanly figures, portrayed 
with a few sinuous but basic black lines, emerge from the aesthetic disorder 
beneath, as if life, despite everything, can be resurrected infinitely.

PriMordial chaos bY Flora roViGo, art historian, FlorEncE italY
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northErn liGhts 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

the artist, having abandoned conventional organization and having 
chose to communicate in informal terms, also expresses the desire 
to return to the raw materials, to the primordial state of things. 
but the emotional chaos to which it refers can also represent the 
cosmic, psychological and artistic dimension, which precedes 
every creative deed. the painter translates this state of archaic 
upset on his canvases because he is aware that this condition 
acts as an original matrix: its strength generates creation. in this 
chaos, all the elements are joined before submitting to a single 
moderating force. 

Every artist, like a skilled alchemist, has the opportunity to retrace 
this shapeless mass to perfection but can, like Ygartua, first study 
the evolutionary processes, describing their potential and the vigor 
released before anything new is manifested. the artist’s creations 
take us on an initiatory trip, they correspond to the metaphor of an 
inner journey which leads to a greater awareness of what moves 
the deepest area of consciences: primordial chaos must be crossed 
like a sort of regenerating bath.

breakdown followed by rebirth, a storm followed by calm, the 
certainties of the finite followed by the ecstasies of the infinite.

PriMordial chaos bY Flora roViGo, art historian, FlorEncE, italY
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citYscaPE 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x152 cM | 48x60 in
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indoMitablE sPirit 2006 acrYlic on canVas 303x152 cM | 10x5 Ft 
artists collEction
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Portrait oF a ruG MErchant 2005 acrYlic on canVas 75x61 cM | 30x24 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada

brEakinG throuGh 2005 acrYlic on board 35,5x28 cM | 14x11 in
PriVatE collEction: Patricia M tonkin, VancouVEr canada
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Guitar sax 1994 acrYlic on canVas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: barcElona sPain  

still liFE 1999 MixEd MEdia 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: nEw York usa
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GuErnica 2000 MixEd MEdia122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: anton YGartua, london GrEat britain

Martini ladY 2003 MixEd MEdia 33x27 cM | 13x10,5 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada
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Martini ladY (dEtail) 2001 acrYlic on canVas 183x122 cM | 72x48 in
PriVatE collEction: annE charlottE silFVErbErG YGartua, stockholM swEdEn

QuEEn For thE daY (dEtail) 1999 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: sPain
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winE and Fruit 2000 acrYlic on canVas 184x122 cM | 72x48 in
PriVatE collEction: MathiEu Maillot, Paris FrancE

thE rEd Violin 2000 acrYlic on canVas 184x122 cM | 72x48 in
PriVatE collEction: sErGEi shindEr, VancouEr canada
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Martini ladY 1994 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM |  48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: chicaGo usa  

bird ladY 1997 acrYlic rEVErsE PaintEd on VinYl 61x92 cM | 24x36 in
PriVatE collEction: Patricia M. tonkin, VancouVEr canada 
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cElEstial Girls oF thE niGht 2005 acrYlic on canVas 112x122 cM | 44x48 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE VancouVEr canada

Girl in chair 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: tala YGartua, Paris FrancE
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still liFE 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: winniPEG canada

Musical niGhts 1997 MixEd MEdia 91x91 cM | 36x36 in
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still liFE 2001 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

still liFE 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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still liFE 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

still liFE 2002 MixEd MEdia 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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VEnEtian liGht 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

canals in VEnicE 2001 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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VEnicE bY niGht 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 inVEnEtian liGht 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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autuMn colours 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

scEnE PortoFino 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: toronto canada
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cadaQuEs 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

PortoFino 2000 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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MunGia basQuE countrY 1998 MixEd MEdia 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: sPain

bEach PlEasurE (dEtail) 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: MathiEu Maillot, Paris FrancE
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london 2013 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

downtown 2013 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
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la PlaYa 2012 acrYlic on canVas 90x90 cM | 35x35 inParis 2012 acrYlic on canVas 110x122 cM | 43x48 in
PriVatE collEction: Paris FrancE
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chEckMatE 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

abstract 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

still liFE 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: dr. and Mrs. s.rochard, casablanca Morocco

ExPloitation 2013 acrYlic on canVas 80x80 cM | 31x31 in
PriVatE collEction

thE JournEY 2006 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: dianE JinG, VancouVEr canada
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untaMEd 2012 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
PriVatE collEction

still liFE  2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

nEw horizons 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM. / 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

thE EQuilibriuM 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada

thE bEGinninG 2005 acrYlic on canVas 214x274 cM | 7x9 Ft
PriVatE collEction: boxliGht MEdia ltd., london GrEat britain
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hiddEn sPirit ii 2006 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

hiddEn sPirit 2006 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
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thE awakEninG 2005 acrYlic on canVas 214x274 cM | 7x9 Ft
PriVatE collEction: Mr. and Mrs. antoci, FlorEncE italY

dEstruction 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

la corrida 2013 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
PriVatE collEction

thE Path 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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EtErnitY 2013 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
PriVatE collEction

abstract coMPosition 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

abstract coMPosition 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

GuGGEnhEiM MusEuM bilbao, sPain 2007 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: Gorliz, bizkaia sPain

abstract coMPosition # 1 2004 acrYlic on canVas 137x196 cM | 54x77 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada
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a PassaGE to thE othEr sidE 2013 acrYlic on canVas 80x80 cM | 31x31 in

MEtaMorPhosis 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: JaMiE lEarMonth, london GrEat britain

bluE uniVErsE 2005 MixEd MEdia122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

Paris ForEVEr 2008 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

Paris bY niGht 2011 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
PriVatE collEction
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abstract 2004 acrYlic and collaGE on canVas 122x168 cM | 48x66 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada

thE tiME MachinE 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: sQuaMish bc canada

broadwaY 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

thE GaME 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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Mistic riVEr 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

niGht rEFlEctions 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction 

kalEidoscoPE 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: dr. and Mrs. nianiaris, toronto canada

nEw York 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

nEw York in bluE 2011 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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wEst coast i  2003 acrYlic on canVas 91x91 cM | 36x36 in
PriVatE collEction

Mundaka  2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

wEst coast ii 2003 acrYlic on canVas 91x91 cM | 36x36 in
PriVatE collEction 

canal GrandE 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

sPiritual rEbirth 2013 acrYlic on canVas 100x100 cM | 40x40 in
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MonuMEnts in wood 2006 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

thE ProcEssion 2004 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in 
PriVatE collEction

abstract 2006 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

thE QuEEn 2004 acrYlic on canVas122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction 

EnticEMEnt 2010 acrYlic on canVas 120x120 cM | 47x47 in 
PriVatE collEction
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thE First PEoPlE 1984 MixEd MEdia 75x35 cM | 30x22 in
PriVatE collEction

during a four year period of creation which saw the development of 

what i term my native heritage work, my study of the american 

native was both fascinating and furthered my education not only of 

the native People, but of myself and of people generally. it seemed 

that there was a parallel between my basque heritage, on my father’s 

side, with its marked individuality and closeness to the soil and that 

of the native People.

returning to Europe following this maturing period was a revelation 

and there seemed to be an affinity, not readily disclosed before, 

towards the basic People of Europe, towards those engaged in the 

time honored occupations such as the basque and Portuguese 

sheepherders and fishermen, the French farmers, the ordinary small 

market traders and of course the children and the mothers who always 

seem to relate to that which is fundamental wherever they are.
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seek out those fundamental values which are the root foundations 

of all civilizations. and like the nomadic people of all time the urge 

to travel has dominated my life and during these travels Joanne, 

myself and our children tala and anton have been able to meet the 

local people, to relate to them and they have shared with us some 

of their customs, their pleasures and their hopes.

during this tour i was fortunate to be able to locate over this last 

winter in the Middle East where we resided in Jerusalem; one of 

the most ancient centers of civilization from which has evolved 

some of the most important groups of people and thought ever 

produced - where christianity, Judaism and Mohammedanism all 

share the basic concepts and the seat of its origin.

the mystical and historical quality of Jerusalem with its varied 

structural background dating back to historical times is a fascinating 

reality. it is my hope that it has been possible for me to capture 

some of these qualities on canvas.

QuotEs, Paul YGartua 1980

over the years it really seems that a guiding hand is directing me to 

create a tableau, a record of character portraying the nomadic 

People of the world. whether it is the north american native or the 

aztec from south america, the Polynesian People of the Pacific or 

the semitic People still populating desert or semi desert country of 

asia Minor and north africa or the black People - through all of these 

there is a difference and a similarity, difference in bone structure 

and color, but a similarity in character as portrayed in the eyes - that 

penetrating impersonal look that seems to have understanding of 

natural things and the ability to see a vision far in the distance 

without any terminal quality; the firm and unemotional curve of the 

mouth that tells a story of continual effort and struggle as if survival 

was the initial goal and that only by unemotional and constant control 

was this possible.

it seemed that some instinctive and natural inquisitiveness drawn 

from my basque heritage - which is one of the oldest known ethnic 

groups in the world -was acting as a force which impelled me to 



  144   145

th
e B

as
Qu

es

thE MonEY GaME 1985 oil on canVas 75x50 cM | 30x40 in
PriVatE collEction
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Paul Ygartua, son of a Basque father, was born in Bebington, near 

Liverpool, in 1945, and immigrated to Canada when he was twenty. 

At that time he was a jewelry designer, until two years later when 

he was tempted to try painting. 

His design background gave him skills, technique and even discipline, 

but he didn’t truly find his path as a painter, it seems, until he 

discovered the North American photographer Edward Curtis. His 

influence on Ygartua’s painting will be as great as that of design, 

and both together will give form and character to his style and will 

even shape his way of seeing and feeling. 

The extraordinary technique of this artist is apparent in his 

impeccable drawing, his detail and his delicate sense of color. These 

artworks are executed with a precise and meticulous realism and 

a diligent search for a faithful interpretation, not only of a particular 

individual, but of a whole race as reflected in each subject. Such is 

the quality of his ‘Indian Heritage’ paintings.

FErnando GutiErrEz la VanGuardia, barcElona sPainbasQuE with Pots 1985 oil on canVas 91x60 cM | 36x24 in
basQuE Exhibition VancouVEr bc canada in MEMorY oF Paul’s FathEr Pablo YGartua PaintEd in thE basQuE countrY
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basQuE dancErs 1984 oil on canVas 75x100 cM | 30x40 in
PriVatE collEction
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basQuE countrY 1985 MixEd MEdia 56x75 cM | 22x30 in
PriVatE collEction
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catalan winE brEak 1985 oil on canVas 75x60 cM | 30x24 in 
PriVatE collEction

PlEntzia, basQuE countrY 1985 oil on canVas 75x75 cM | 30x30 in
PriVatE collEction
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thE basQuEs 1985 oil on canVas 100x75 cM | 40x30 in
PriVatE collEction

FiEsta cataluna 1985 oil on canVas 100x75 cM | 40x30 in
PriVatE collEction
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aFtErnoon brEak 1985 oil on canVas 112x91 cM | 44x36 in
PriVatE collEction

basQuE VillaGE 1985 MixEd MEdia 50x75 cM | 20x30 in
PriVatE collEction
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thE basQuEs GuErnica 1985 oil on canVas 105x157 cM | 41x62 in
PriVatE collEction: anton YGartua, london GrEat britain
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thE hasidics 1980 PEncil skEtch on PaPEr 50x75 cM | 20x30 in
PriVatE collEction
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old citY JErusalEM 1980 oil on canVas 75x100 cM | 30x40 in
PriVatE collEction

JErusalEM 1980 oil on canVas 91x122 cM | 36x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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thE GathErinG 1980 oil on canVas 75x55 cM | 30x22 in
PriVatE collEction

thE doMEd citY 1980 oil on canVas 75x100 cM | 30x40 in
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childrEn oF JErusalEM 1980 oil on canVas 100x75 cM | 40x30 in
PriVatE collEction

childrEn oF JErusalEM 1980 oil on canVas 100x75 cM | 40x30 in
PriVatE collEction: israEl



  168   169

th
e h

aiD
as

haida chiEF 1986 oil on canVas 122x92 cM | 3x4 Ft
artist collEction



  170   171

haida nation 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada 

haida chiEF 2000 MixEd MEdia 55x75 cM | 22x30 in
PriVatE collEction
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First PEoPlE 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

inVinciblE 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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thE warrior 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

thE chiEF 2007 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
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sun Mask 2003 acrYlic on canVas 300x122 cM | 118x48 in
PriVatE collEction: anton YGartua, london GrEat britain

Moon Mask 2002 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction: toronto canada
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totEM icons 2012 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction

MasQuE 2010 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
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thE aMazon 1984 acrYlic on canVas 100x75 cM | 40x30 in
PriVatE collEction: brazil

indoMitablE 2000 oil on canVas 92x122 cM | 35x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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canoE ridErs 2001 acrYlic on canVas 152x122 cM | 60x48 in
PriVatE collEction

EskiMo and child 1989 oil on canVas 122x92 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: alaska usa
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wEst coast natiVE 1984 MixEd MEdia 75x55 cM | 30x22 in
PriVatE collEction

MothEr and child 2006 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
GallErY collEction: MExico
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MuJEr dEl PuEblo 2004 acrYlic on canVas 100x122 cM | 40x48 in
PriVatE collEction

dia dEl MErcado 2006 acrYlic on canVas 130x150 cM | 47x59 in
PriVatE collEction
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MaYan natiVE 2003 acrYlic on canVas 184x122 cM | 72x48 in
PriVatE collEction: usa

MExico 2006 acrYlic on canVas 91x122 cM | 36x48 in
PriVatE collEction: MExico
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MaYan GathErinG 2005 acrYlic on canVas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: Gorliz, basQuE countrY sPain  

MExican natiVE 2003 acrYlic on canVas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction
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rio carniVal 1984 MixEd MEdia 75x55 cM | 30x22 in
PriVatE collEction

carniVal 1983 oil on canVas 75x100 cM | 30x40 in
PriVatE collEction
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carniVal rio dE JanEiro 1984 oil on canVas 100x75 cM | 40x30 in
PriVatE collEction

carniVal 1984 oil on canVas 91x122 cM | 36x48 in
PriVatE collEction: VancouVEr canada
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working on large canvases or a large wall gives a much more 

vast expanse of space to expand a visual impact from many 

yards away, allowing viewing from a distance and visualizing a 

finished product. 

Every artist aspires to painting majestic canvases and no better 

is that achieved than painting wall murals. Most of the walls i 

have painted range in size from 30 x 50 to 25 x 300 feet.

the challenge is creating the composition in the right 

proportions at such a large scale. this is approached with a 

vision of the wall finished before you start. You need to see 

it in your mind’s eye just to get the perspective, balance and 

correct proportions. You must always take on the opportunity 

of working without a projector, in this manner the freedom of 

the hand will often bring that third dimension that you have 

always been trying to achieve. it is only then when you will 

actually envision the subject matter on the wall.

doMEd cEilinGs and Murals 
EssaY bY Paul YGartua on Murals 

Mu
ra

ls

icons 2000 aCryliC on Canvas 184x184 CM | 6x6 Ft
artist ColleCtion
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thE oshawa GEnErals 1998 Mural 4,25x12,00 M | 14x35 Ft
PriVatE collEction: citY oF oshawa, ontario canada       

bElla bElla - unitEd in historY 2013 MonuMEntal Mural 36,5x6,70 M | 120x22 Ft
thE Mural rEPrEsEntinG thE hEiltsuk nation and thE indiViduals who MadE a siGniFicant contribution to thE FoundinG oF thE bElla bElla arEa sincE 
thE hudson baY coMPanY EstablishEd Fort MclouGhlin in 1833. coMMissionEd bY craiG widstEn, shEarwatEr rEsort & Marina, dEnnY island canada
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icons and lEGEnds 2000 acrYlic on wall 91x7,5 M | 300x25 FtthE ownEr oF bEachcoMbEr sPas, kEith scott was an adMirEr oF Paul’s MonuMEntal work at ExPo 86 in VancouVEr. 
scott coMMissionEd Paul to Paint a Mural on thE ExtErior walls oF his buildinG to cElEbratE thE MillEnniuM 
honourinG and salutinG thE icons and lEGEnds oF thE 20th cEnturY.
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a world unitEd 1986 acrYlic on wall 9,14x30,4 M | 30x100 Ft
unitEd nations PaVilion ExPo 86 VancouVEr canada

his MonuMEntal Murals haVE caPturEd attEntion worldwidE PortraYinG an 
intEGratEd Mosaic oF thE PEoPlE oF thE world. thE world is his PalEttE and 
onE FEEls thEY arE traVElinG alonGsidE - an ExcitinG JournEY that takEs You 
to thE innEr dEPths oF his soul. 
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thE rEal aMErican sculPturE
1995 acrYlic on canVas 152x122 cM | 5x4 Ft
PriVatE collEction: JaViEr iGartua and JosunE MEndia, bizkaia sPain
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cannEs bikEr 1996 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in 
PriVatE collEction: tala YGartua, Paris FrancE

billY idol 1992 acrYlic on canVas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
artist collEction
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harlEY daVidson 1996 acrYlic on canVas 152x122 cM  | 60x48 in 
PriVatE collEction: Victoria bc canada

As subject matter Paul sees the “Hog” as unique in its form and 
feeling “the real American sculpture” by a master of modern times. 
He finds the challenge of capturing the Harley’s spirit and soul on 
canvas an inspiration and an exciting opportunity to create a new 
dimension in his body of work. (John Smith)

harlEY daVidson 1996 acrYlic on canVas 122x152 cM | 48x60 in
PriVatE collEction: sEattlE usa
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I am always looking to improve on each work so as to fine 
tune my coordination between body, mind and spirit with 
emphasis on reaching the point whereby my hands almost 
are moving without consciously guiding them. Speed is an 
integral part of the process as it forces one to not dwell on 
exactitude rather it forces a continuous flow of inspiration 
and passion. 

My concept of painting is the journey of struggle and 
determination for perfection in every aspect of my work - 
from design and composition to color and form. A journey 
that never ends. Each style fits into a plan, like a road map 
to the future and sometimes the direction is not always 
forward, but like a continuous ebb and flow of juices which 
moves one, sometimes forwards and sometimes backwards, 

but always towards a positive direction.

Paul YGartua PhilosoPhY
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Jazz coMPosition 1996 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 45x126 cM  | 17.5x49.5 in
PriVatE collEction: MathiEu Maillot, Paris FrancE
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harMonY 1999 rEVErsE PaintEd on PlExiGlas 31x38 cM | 12x15 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d.silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada

saMurai 1994 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction
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saMurai horsEMEn (dYPtYch) 1992 rEVErsE PaintEd on PlExiGlas 122x183 cM | 48x72 in
artist collEction
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JoE FortEs 1994 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction

FrEnch riViEra 1996 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction
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Village Gallery, Maui hawaii, usa. 1981 the showcase Gallery, 
kona, hawaii usa. 1981 rodeo club Mural waikiki, hawaii, 
usa. 1981 Executive Gallery, Vancouver, canada. 1981 
Federation of canadian artists traveling Exhibition, canada. 
1982 Financial Plaza Exhibit, honolulu, hawaii, usa. 1982 
kahala art Exhibition, honolulu, hawaii, usa. 1982 Vox Populi 
Exhibition, city hall, honolulu, hawaii, usa. 1982 Moana 
hotel Gallery, waikiki, hawaii, usa. 1982 old Main Gallery, 
bellevue, washington usa. 1982 art Encounter, Vancouver, 
canada. 1983 charles russell auction, Great Falls, Montana, 
usa. 1983 children’s hospital, donation, Vancouver, canada. 
1983 chemainus, Mural, chemainus, canada. 1983 Gastown 
Gallery, Vancouver, canada. 1984 copacabana, rio de Janeiro, 
brazil. 1984 Gallery west, spokane, washington, dc, usa. 
1984 world Premiere, chemainus Murals, presenting Ygartua 
and the murals of chemainus, canada. 1984 special 
Exhibition,  impressions of copacabana, brazil and Vancouver, 
canada. 1984 studio colleen, ottawa, canada. 1984 Great 
west art Gallery, special Exhibition, Mural artists, Group 

show, chemainus, canada. 1985 Gallery norburn, Vancouver, 
canada. 1985 the basques: show dedicated to Pablo Ygartua, 
westin bayshore, international suite, Vancouver, canada. 
1986 ‘a world united’, Mural commissioned by united nations 
Pavilion, world Expo ’86, Vancouver, canada. 1986 ‘a world 
united’ limited Edition officially presented to secretary 
General of united nation, Javier Perez de cuellar, united 
nations Pavilion, world Expo ’86, Vancouver, canada. 1986 
official retrospective book, the world Expo ’86, Ygartua 
P.160, Vancouver, canada. 1986 book: ‘Verse and illustration’ 
poetry by william davey, drawing illustrations by Ygartua. 
1986 book: artists of british columbia, Page 121, Vancouver, 
canada. 1986 artist-in-residence, First nations native art 
Gallery, Vancouver, canada. 1986 Mural artists, Great west 
Gallery, chemainus, canada. 1987 chemainus Festival of 
Murals society, Mural book, chemainus, canada. 1987 new 
York art Expo, Jacob Javits convention center nY, usa. 1987 
one-Man show, Quebec city, canada. 1987 los angeles art 
Expo, los angeles convention center, ca, usa. 1987 Ygartua, 

daY on thE boat 1986 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: canada

thE chiEF 1986 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 91x122 cM | 36x48 in
PriVatE collEction: nEw York

PAUL YGARTUA | CV
born in bebington, England, June 1945. 1962-1965 degree in 
industrial design, Final city and Guild in Gold and silversmithing, 
liverpool art collage, liverpool, united kingdom. 1966-1967 
working and designing for a Jewelers company in canada.
ExhibiTions, MURALs, PUbLiC CoMMissions
1968 kufurstendamm Gallery, west berlin, Germany. 1969 
the stratford Gallery, stratford-upon-avon, united kingdom. 
1970 apollo Gallery, Vancouver, canada. 1971 la Posada 
Gallery acapulco, Mexico. 1971 apollo Gallery, Vancouver, 
canada. 1972 the living art Gallery, Vancouver, canada. 
1972 Galeria de corfu, corfu, Greece. 1973 carnival of art, 
Viarregio, italy. 1974 Miskin Gallery, Florida, usa. 1975 
haddassah cultural centre, Vancouver, canada. 1976 habitat 
art Expo, Vancouver, canada. 1976 traveling art show, 
scottsdale, arizona, usa. 1976 Exhibition of western art, 
death Valley national Park, ca, usa. 1976 traveling art show, 
los angeles, ca, usa. 1977-1978 artist-in-residence, de la 
Mano Gallery, Paradise Valley, az, usa. 1977 april special 

Exhibition, de la Mano Gallery, Paradise Valley, az, usa. 1977 
one-Man show including Ygartua’s first limited edition 
lithograph ‘the hunt’ and ‘the Journey’. Guest of honour: 
chief dan George. lowin Gallery, Vancouver, canada. 1978 
heritage Gallery, awarded honorary citizen of new orleans, 
black history week, new orleans, la, usa. 1978 hudson bay 
art Gallery, Victoria, canada. 1978 apollo Gallery, our native 
north americans, canada. 1978 the city of Vancouver  
presents their twin city Yokohama in Japan with a painting by 
Ygartua. 1979 nato headquarters, special Exhibitions, 
brussels, belgium. aFcEnt headquarters, Maastricht, the 
netherlands. 1979 awarded member of the Federation of 
canadian artists, Vancouver, canada. 1979 Madei sala d’art, 
barcelona, spain. 1979 sube hotel, st. tropez, France. 1979 
university of british columbia, special Exhibition, Vancouver, 
canada, 1980 10th annual original Exhibition and auction of 
western art to benefit the national Museum of culture, 
spokane, washington, usa. 1980 agghazy Gallery, calgary, 
canada. 1980 heit Galleries, Phoenix, arizona, usa. 1981 
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Man show, international suite at the westin bayshore, 
Vancouver, canada. 1993 Family heritage, commissioned by 
MacMillan bloedel ltd., Vancouver, canada. 1993 unveiling 
ceremony and Family heritage, commissioned paintings by 
MacMillan bloedel ltd., chemainus, canada. 1993 Mural 
Magic, souvenir book, Mural, chemainus, canada. 1993 
native heritage, Mural, the first mural to be reproduced into 
limited edition chosen by popular vote in british columbia, 
canada. 1993 one-Man show, Great west art Gallery, 
chemainus, bc, canada. 1993 Pacific rim artisan Village, the 
heritage Feast and commemoration ceremony for the natives 
depicted on Paul’s mural, heritage square, chemainus, bc 
canada. 1994 west coast city ballet art show, Vancouver, 
canada. 1994 the atrium, bank of hong kong, Vancouver, 
canada. 1994 Montserrat Gallery, new York, nY, usa. 1994 
Galerie d’image, Quebec city, canada. 1994 Grand Palais, 
Exposition d’art contemporain, Paris, France. 1994 sala de 
cultura, Gorliz, bizkaia, spain. 1995 rz Galerie, lucerne, 
switzerland. 1995 Great west art Gallery, chemainus, 
canada. 1995 Grand Palais, Exposition d’art contemporain, 

Paris, France. 1995 honorable Mention,  31st Grand Prix de la 
côte d’azur, France. 1995 handicapped People society of 
France chose ‘Girls from st. tropez’ for corporate card, Paris, 
France. 1995 unicEF chose two of Ygartua’s paintings for 
corporate and Public christmas cards, new York, usa. 1996 
the harley show, Pan Pacific centre, Vancouver, canada. 
1996 art book, univers des arts, société des artistes Français, 
Paris, France. 1996 rz Galerie, lucerne, switzerland. 1997 
sala de cultura, bermeo, bakio, Gorliz, spain. 1997 
international Exhibition, Metropolitan art Gallery, tokyo, 
Japan. 1997 whistler chateau art show, whistler, bc, canada. 
1997 oshawa Generals, hockey Mural, commissioned by the 
city of oshawa, ontario, canada. 1997 Vancouver Motorcycle 
show, Vancouver, canada. 1997 chinese new Year art 
Festival, Plaza of nations, Vancouver, canada. 2007-2008 art 
contemporain, rossini Maison de Ventes aux Enchères 
(auction) Paris, France. 1998 a tribute to chief dan George, 
painting and limited edition commissioned by chief leonard 
George. 1998 harley davidson 95th anniversary auction 
Vancouver, canada. 1999 Golden cactus Gallery, cabo san 

thE FaMilY outinG 1990 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 91x122 cM | 36x48 in
PriVatE collEction: canada

artist of the Year, university of british columbia, canada. 
1987 one-Man show, Geneva institute of languages, 
Vancouver, canada. 1987 Great west art Gallery, chemainus, 
canada. 1987 honorable Mention, the starting line, canadian 
Federation of artists. 1988 studio colleen, ottawa, canada. 
1988 Fort nelson, Mural and limited Edition, canada’s First 
People laird native Friendship society, Fort nelson, canada. 
1988 Festival of creative artists, university of british 
columbia, canada. 1989 the atrium, the bank of hong kong, 
Vancouver, canada. 1989 ‘a world united’ lithograph 
presented by the spanish consulate in canada to infanta 
cristina, duchess of Palma de Mallorca of the spanish royal 
Family, consulate of spain, Vancouver, canada. 1990 altwis 
Gallery, lucerne, switzerland. 1990 salon d’automne, art 
contemporain, Grand Palais,  society of independent artists 
Paris, France. 1990 art Vancouver 90, robson square 
conference centre, Vancouver, canada. 1991 canadian 
landmarks and Popular Places by lindor reynolds, whitecap 
books Edition, Ygartua P.170, Vancouver, canada. 1991 
international art Guide, 13th Edition, P. 490, sermadiras 

Publishing house, Paris, France. 1991 harrington Gallery, 
Group-show, howe sound Environmental society auction, 
Vancouver, canada. 1991 the canadian heritage arts society, 
Joint Project, canadian tour, Victoria, bc canada. 1991 the 
16th international Friendship art Exhibition ’91, tokyo, Japan. 
1991 Grand Palais, art contemporain, society of independent 
art, Paris, France 1991 Qualicum art Gallery, Group show, 
Qualicum beach, canada. 1992 Experience canada, Mural 
and limited Edition of spirit of a nation. 1992 chemainus, 
Ygartua’s native Mural at heritage square was chosen for 
first reproduction by chemainus Mural society, british 
columbia, canada. 1992 one-Man show, casa de cultura 
Gorliz, bizkaia, spain. 1992 the nomadic artist, Profile on 
Ygartua at Euskal telebista, (Eitb, basque radio-television) 
the basque country’s public broadcast service, bizkaia, spain. 
1992 salon d’automne, art contemporain, Grand Palais, 
society of independent artists, Paris, France. 1992 tokyo 
Metropolitan art Museum, 17th international Friendship art 
Exhibition ’92, tokyo, Japan. 1992 sinclair centre, one-Man 
show, Vancouver, canada. 1992 a Year of celebration,  one-

thE racEs 1985 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x122 cM | 48x48 in
PriVatE collEction
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Permanent collection), Vancouver, canada. 2008 ‘trends’ 
137 contemporary artists, collector art book in Masters of 
today series by woa | Mot Publishing. 2009 art Expo, toronto, 
canada. 2009 art Expo, new York usa. 2009 one of kind, 
new York, usa. 2009 Galerie thorigny, Paris, France. 2009 
salon d’art de Fontenay le Fleury, Fontenay le Fleury, France. 
2009 salon antiquités Et art actuel, Parc Monceau, Paris, 
France. 2009 hal Jones collection, the largest and most 
important Ygartua’s native collection in canada. 2009 carulo 
collection, the largest and most important Ygartua’s native 
collection in France, nice, France. 2009 Exhibition in the 
occasion of the 84th French national chess championship, 
Guest of honor, nimes, France. 2009 Gbr | Geronimo 
berenguer de los reyes Museum and Fine art collection, 
Permanent collection, Manila, Philippines. 2009 biennale of 
chianciano, the art Museum of chianciano, italy. 2009-2011 
22eme salon de peinture du sappey en chartreuse, Group 
show, le sappey en chartreuse, France. 2010 southern 
nevada Museum of Fine arts, Permanent collection, nevada, 
usa. 2010 Effetto biennale /biennale’s Effect, assisi, italy. 

2010 Emerging talents abstract Painting Group Exhibition, 
bashimi art house, salzburg, austria. 2010 la Galleria de 
Marchi, (international art Exhibition curated by Paola 
trevisan), bologna, italy. 2010 city of Gorliz, un Mural para 
Gorliz /‘Gorliz Gehituz’, Mural and Public commission, Gorliz, 
Vizcaya, spain. 2010 Galerie des thermes, Guest of honor, 
allevard en belledonne, Grenoble, France. 2010 First Prize | 
théâtre de Fontenay-le-Fleury, France. 2010 cité des Peintres, 
one Man show, Medeival city, Morestel, France. 2010 
Gemluc, Gemlucart, concours d’art international, auditorium 
Prince rainier, Monte carlo, Monaco. 2010 oxo Gallery, south 
bank london, united kingdom. 2010 a.G.b.i. artists’ General 
benevolent institution (royal Patron hrh the Prince of wales) 
london, united kingdom. 2010 Galerie hoche, Group show, 
Versailles, France. 2010 les talents de bailly, bailly, France. 
2010 Galerie Gamont, one-Man show, le Village suise, Paris, 
France. 2010-2011 Galerie Marion, lyon, France. 2010-2011 
red dot art Fair, Miami, Florida, usa. 2011 spirit of art, Group 
show, london, Great britain. 2011 tour Medievale, Group 
show, Morestel, France. 2011 Galerie lumieres de l’art, one-

thE GrouP 1990 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x184 cM | 48x72 in
PriVatE collEction: canada

lucas, baja california sur, Mexico. 1999 banco di caixa de 
cataluna, barcelona, spain. 1999 Vila nova Galeria, Vila nova, 
spain. 1999 beachcomber salutes the legends and the 
record breakers, commissioned by keith scott of the 
beachcomber spa’s worldwide (largest wall mural in canada) 
surrey, bc, canada. 2000 Painting commissioned by Vila 
nova city hall, Vila nova, spain. 2000 Millenium Mural and 
art show, Vancouver, canada. 2000 Golden cactus Galeria, 
cabo san lucas, spain. 2000 hyatt - regent international art 
show, Vancouver, canada. 2001 old Port arts Festival, 
Montreal, canada. 2001 art show, chicago, illinois usa. 2001 
toronto art Fair, toronto, canada. 2001 toronto design show, 
canada. 2002 old Port arts Festival, Montreal, canada. 2002 
Galeria de san Juan, Mexico. 2003 old Port arts Festival, 
Montreal, canada. 2003 sala de cultura, bilbao, spain. 2003 
lansdowne art Festival, lansdowne Park, ottawa, canada. 
2004 italian chamber of commerce, Vancouver, canada. 
2004 rotary club art show and auction, sunshine coast, 
canada. 2005 congress centre art Exhibition, canada. 2005 
tall ships art Exhibition, Victoria, canada. 2005 Folkfest art 

Festival, Victoria, canada. 2005 toronto art Fair, toronto, 
canada. 2005 sala de cultura, Gorliz, bizkaia, spain. 2005 
Florence biennale, Florence, italy. 2006 Golden cactus 
Gallery, Group Exhibition, cabo san lucas, Mexico. 2006 la 
Galeria de Vittoria, one-Man show, Vittoria, Vizcaya, spain. 
2006 ‘FaMous’ 100 contemporary artists, collector art book 
in Masters of today series by woa | Mot Publishing. 2007 
Jazz, Mural and Public commission, Plentzia, basque country, 
spain. 2007 Galeria de arte Gaudi, Group show, Madrid, 
spain. 2007 Europ’art 2007, Group show, Geneva, switzerland. 
2007 Firenze biennale international contemporary art 
Exhibition, Florence, italy. 2008 raices, the Pendulum Gallery, 
Group show Patronized by the Embassy of spain in canada, 
the consulate General of spain in toronto and the spanish 
society of british columbia. Vancouver, canada. 2008 city of 
chemainus, Mural and Public commission, the hermit, 
canada. 2008 special commission and show, hard day’s 
night hotel, bar Four, the beatles Mural, liverpool, united 
kingdom. 2008 art Expo, new York, usa. 2008 bill reid 
Gallery of northwest coast art (special commission /

Jazz 1996 rEVErsE PaintEd on PlExiGlas 31x41 cM | 12x16 in
PriVatE collEction: M.d. silVErbrookE, VancouVEr canada
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thE drEaM 1986 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 46x61 cM | 18x24 in
PriVatE collEction: tala YGartua, london GrEat britain

Man show, la Garenne colombes, France. 2011 Galerie carre 
d’artistes, Group show, Paris, France. 2011 El Pregonero de 
las Fiestas de santiago, Gorliz, Vizcaya spain. 2011 world art 
Vision barcelona, Group show organized by studio abba, 
barcelona, spain. 2011 the 1st international izmir art biennial, 
Guest of honor, izmir, turkey. 2011 international beachcomber 
- renovation of legends of the Millennium, Mural and Public 
commission - the largest mural in the world painted by one 
artist, canada. 2011 art en capital, société des artistes 
Français, Gran Palais, Paris, France. 2011 china arts 
contemporary, Group show, beijing, china. 2012 Galerie 
Espace improbable, one-Man show, Paris France. 2012 spirit 
of art, Group show, MoYa-Museum of Young art, Palais 
schonborn, Vienna, austria. 2012 salon des artistes 
contemporains de honfleur, Group show, honfleur, France. 
2012 Galerie des Pyramides, Group show, Port Marly, France. 
2012 open art code Exhibition, shanghai, china. 2012 art en 
capital, société des artistes Français, Gran Palais, Paris, 
France. 2001-2013 one of a kind, toronto, canada. 2006-
2013 Grand Marche d’art contemporain, Paris, France. 2006-

2012 la sala de cultura, one-Man show, Plentzia, spain. 
2006-2013 GMac bastille, Paris France. 2007-2013 la sala 
de cultura, one-Man show, Gorliz, spain. 2009-2013 art 
shopping, Group show, carrousel du louvre, Paris, France. 
2010-2013 salon des artistes indépendants, Grand Palais, 
Paris, France. 2011-2013 Galerie lumieres de l’art, la Garenne 
colombes, France. 2011-2013 GMac, ile des impressionnistes, 
Group show, chatou, France. 2011-2013 Galerie carre 
d’artistes, Paris, France. 2013 london art biennale, london, 
united kingdom. 2013 united in history, Mural and Public 
commission, shearwater resort & Marine, denny island, bc, 
canada. 2013 recognized and honored as the Mural Miracle 
Maker by Pauline hilistis waterfall and the heiltsuk nation 
hereditary chiefs of bella bella, bc, canada. 2013 art en 
capital, société des artistes Français, Gran Palais, Paris, 
France. 2013 bJ Gallery, Paris, France. 2013 ‘art unlimited’ 
100 contemporary artists, collector art book in Masters of 
today series by woa | Mot Publishing. 2014 Galerie raphael, 
Versailles, France. 2014 Galerie carre d’artistes, new York, 
usa. 2014 artExpo ‘the art Pier’ Pier 94, new York, usa.

bordElo bar 1993 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: canada

bordElo bar 1993 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction: canada
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Paul YGartua 2002 cabo san lucas, MExicothE Musicians 1994 rEVErsE on PlExiGlas 122x91 cM | 48x36 in
PriVatE collEction






