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Abstract (English) 

Introduction: A cross sectional comparative study which was descriptive in nature was carried out 

among the final year medical assistant students at Kolej Pembantu Perubatan Seremban(public) and 

Kolej Islam Sains dan Teknologi (private). The objective of the study was to measure and compare the 

students' perception of educational environment between a public and a private medical assistant college 

by using the Dundee Ready Educational Environment Measure (DREEM) inventory. The DREEM 

inventory is a validated global instrument for measuring educational environment in undergraduate 

medical and health professional education. 

Methodology: The Malay version of the DREEM inventory was administered to all the final year students 

(Public 149 + Private 69 = n 218) from both the colleges. Before administering the questionnaire the 

purpose, confidentiality and ethical issues were explained to the students. The ethical clearance was 

obtained from the research ethics committee of the School of Medical Sciences, USM 

Results: The overall response rate was 80.27% (175 /218) for both the colleges. The response rate from 

public college was 82.55% while in private it was 75.36%. Overall DREEM mean score for private was 

slightly higher 130.07/200 (17.70) compared to public was 128.91/200 (16.72). In all five Domains of 

DREEM the students of both the colleges had positive perceptions. The mean score is higher for 4 

domains of private college whereas in domain 5 it was slightly higher for public college. However the 

scores indicated plenty of scope for improvement in all five Domains of educational environment of both 

the colleges. In public college 6/50 items scored >3, 39/50 items scored within 2-3 and 5/50 items 

scored <2. On the other hand private college 17/50 items scored >3, 27/50 items scored within 2-3 and 

6/50 items scored <2. However in individual item analysis the private college is in slightly better position 

than public college. As per DREEM scoring scheme the students' perception of the educational 

environment of both the colleges were more positive than negative. Nevertheless, the study also revealed 

some problematic areas of the educational environment for both the colleges. 

Conclusion: The study concluded that the educational environment of the colleges was more positive. 

The private college scored slightly better in all aspects of the educational environment than public one. 

However there were few items scored <2 and need to be explore further for remedial measures. In terms 

of educational environment both the colleges had more or less similar findings. Therefore the study 

recommended that both the colleges should look each other's weak and strong areas, work together and 

take remedial measures to improve their educational environment. The small number of participants 

only from the final year was identified as one of the major limitations of the study. 
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Pengenalan: S<rtu perbandingan kajian rentas yang bersifat deskriptiftelah dilakukan di kalangan pelajar 

tahun akhir pembantu perubatan daripada Kolej Pembantu Perubatan Seremban (awam) dan Kolej Islam Sains 

dan Teknologi (swasta). Tujuan kajian ini adalah untuk mengukur dan membandingkan persepsi pelajar 

terhadap persekitaran pendidikan di an tara kolej pembantu perubatan awam dan swasta dengan menggunakan 

inventori 'Dundee Ready Educational Environment Measure (DREEM)'. DREEM adalah inventori global yang 

Ielah divalidasikan untuk mengukur persekitaran pendidikan di kalangan pel ajar perubatan dan profesional 

kesihatan. 

Metodologi: 'DREEM' versi Bahasa Melayu telah diberikan kepada semua pelajar tahun akhir d.aripada kedua­

dua kolej (awam 149 + swasta 69 = 218). Tujuan kajian, kerahsiaan dan isu-isu etikatelah diterangkan kepada 

para pel ajar sebelum soalan kaji selidik diberikan. Kelulusan etika diperolehi daripada jawatankuasa Etika 

Penyelidikan di Pusat Pengajian Sains Perubatan USM. 

Keputusan: Secara keseluruhannya, kadar respon untuk kedua-dua kolej adalah 80.27% (175/218}. Kadar 

respon daripada kolej awam adalah 82.55%, manakala di kolej swasta adalah 75.36%. Secara keseluruhan, skor 

purata DREEM bagi kolej swasta adalah Jebih tinggi sedikit iaitu 130.07/200 dengan 'standard deviation' 

adalah 17.70 berbanding dengan kolej awam iaitu 128.91/200 dengan 'standard deviation' adalah 16. 72. Dalam 

kelima-lima domain DREEM, para pelajar daripada kedua-dua kolej mempunyai persepsi yang positif. Kolej 

swasta mencatatkan skor purata yang lebih tinggi untuk domain 4 manakala kolej awam memperolehi skor 

purata yang lebih tinggi sedikit pad a domain 5.Walaubagaimanapun, skor menunjukkan masih ban yak ruang 

untuk penambahbaikan di dalam semua kelima-lima domain persekitaran pendidikan untuk kedua-dua kolej. 

Di kolej awam 6 f 50 item mencatatkan skor lebih dari 3, 39/50 item mencatatkan skor antara71lingga 3 dan 5 

f 50 item skor kurang dari 2. Manakala kolej swasta 17/50 item mencatatkan skor lebih dari 3, 'l7/50 item 

mencatatkan skor an tara 2 hingga 3 dan 6 f 50 item skor kurang daripada 2. Namun di dalam ana lis is item 

individu, kolej swasta di dalam kedudukan yang lebih baik sedikit berbanding dengan kolej a warn. Daripada 

skema skor DREEM, persepsi pelajar terhadap persekitaran pendidikan adalah lebih kepada positifuntuk 

kedua-dua kolej. Namun, kajian ini juga mendapati bahawa masih terdapat ruang bermasalah terhadap 

persekitaran pendidikan untuk kedua-dua kolej. 

Kesimpu/an: Keputusn kajian dapat disimpulkan bahawa persekitaran pendidikan untuk kedua-dua kolej 

adalah lebih positif. Kolej swasta mencatatkan skor yang lebih baik sedikit di dalam kesemua aspek 

persekitaran pendidikan her banding kolej awam. Walaubagaimanapun, terdapat beberapa item yang 

mencatatkan skor kurang daripada 2 dan memerlukan penelitian lanjut untuk pengukuran semula. Berhubung 

dengan persekitaran pendidikan, kedua-dua kolej mempunyai penemuan yang lebih kurangsama. Oleh itu, 

kajian mencadangkan kedua-dua kolej melihat kelemahan dan kekuatan masing-masing, bekerjasama dan 

membuat pengukuran semula untuk meningkatkan lagi persekitaran pendidikan. Bilangan peserta daripada 

pelajar tahun akhir tangsedikit telah dikenalpasti sebagai salah satu limitasi yang besar terhadap kajian ini. 
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Title: Educational Environment: Measuring and comparing students' perception 

between a public and private medical assistant college, Malaysia 

Abstract 

Objective: A comparative study was done to measure and compare students' 

perception of educational environment at a public and private medical assistant 

college, Malaysia by using Dundee Ready Educational Environment Measure 

(DREEM) inventory. 

Methods: The Malay version of the DREEM was administered to the final year 

students (Public 149 +Private 69 = n 218). DREEM is a globally validated 

instrument for measuring the educational environment in health professional 

education. The ethical clearance was obtained from the research ethics committee of 

the School of Medical Sciences, USM 

Results; The response rate was 80.27% for both the colleges which was higher for 

public (82.55%) compared to private (75.36%). Overall DREEM score for private 

was slightly higher 130.07/200 (17.70) than public 128.91/200 (16.72) college. The 

students had positive perception in five Domains of DREEM. The mean score was 

higher in Domains lto 4 for private whereas in Domain 5 it was slightly higher for 

public college. However the scores indicated scope for improvement in all five 

Domains for the colleges. In public college 6/50 items scored >3, 39 ;so items 

scored 2-3 and 5/50 items scored <2 compared to private 17/50 items >3, 27/50 

items within 2-3 and 6/50 items <2. In individual item analysis the private was in 

better position than public college. The students' perception of the educational 

environment of the colleges was more positive than negative. 

Conclusion: Both the colleges had positive educational environment with some 

problematic areas. The study recommended that both colleges should work 

together and take remedial measures to improve their educational environment. 

Key words: Educational environment, Comparative, Public (Kolej Pembantu 

Perubatan Seremban), Private (Kolej Islam Sains Dan Teknologi), Dundee Ready 

Educational Environment Measure (DREEM), Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) 
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