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F O ORD 

J eh 

throe decad 

cation during tion period in Jewish life in the 

rior to t first world sr was ing through a period of 

ro-oin11 · nd trial be ore 1t ou · . its t exo ssion in th form ot the 

nw Improved lieder. The lieder tukan cam into being beoaus Jewish pa.­

rents., teachers an oOJ21ffl1Ili ty leaders were stl'U ling to find · positive 

term ot mod m Jmeh living. which lffluld aatist., their need.a as mod m ,.,. 

dissatisfied with conditions as the¥ were, but looking towards t · future 

wit ho and th cov.. •• ot the new Heeler_. which was rt:vo-

lutionary" in nature, exerted influence on the youth o.t the Russian Jewuh 

co uni.ty, bece.uee 1 t addressed 1 ts. lt to t 

the • It ted t past a p · ot ed itself' in 

la1'ger measure with t e .sent the t\1 :ar • It withstood t • outs 

pre sure ot both tb usimilat1onia't$ and the ultra-orthodo. , and torged its 

Olm expert�. 

1n ng tho tudy ot th· Reder Uetukan, we deemed 1t adft le to 

prefMe ou.r discussion ot th intbject t,y- brief sui-v of the major upecta 

ot J s u_ e in s:da at the end of the . ast century which led in the flt&1n 

to the dev·eiePD.E11t o.t a new outlook on Jewish educaticn. 1.e. th poll tical, 

f!O(l)omic1 d th· <Nltural. Spec!al :ttcntion giYen to a l'ffiar ot J .sh 

education dul1.n that period in oner to aee · v1"1� the narn ot the 

n scboo 

en.oa Jeutab lif'e baa not yet found 1 ts tne seion, e aeek 

type of 11.f'• wherein the Ame.dean modend.ara and tbe auth tic to of the 



Jm. h e ltur. l -rlt e 11 t o"' r- aolu ion \nto orkable syntbe is. 

An~ or that n Jm.1h aohool• new educ _tion. b liev that 

th 0'1!3' of the Be.der tukan on our pre :t...dq pNbl • 

t 

t inc no two ai t t1o .are exact~ the . e,. " do not 1mp:ey, th t 

• -patt · tor us to toll.ow.. H kan 

m st study b use it u;eapliti a avnmm. 

educati _ 1 probl.EGa which chang:L condi. tions 01· h mod 

before the J • re is som thing to be l ed froEI that 

ha 1" in he story of Jewish aUon. It Will help us discover th pro-

ram tor our , schools whio will join our tradition with the needs of the 

od J in rica. 



A. J EIISH LIFE AT THE END OF THE NINETEENTH CENTURr 

I. olitical Handicaps 

The era o halt ... ref onns which eharacteri zed t he early period of t he r ei gn of 

Al exander II (1855- 81) aroused hope among the Jews of Russia for gr adual and 

progressive alleviation from oppression. The emancipation ot t he serfs in 

1861, and t he attempts at other r eforms in order to pacify the rising discon-

te t 0 R ssia.n ma e , t, a t no r<r i rov ent · n t e 

o ' tic 1 and economic l ife of t he Jewish ueople as well. It was uring 

this short period of relative amelioration of Jewish hardships t hat the ear­

ly Uas lim 1) saw the possibility of full Jewish participation in Russian 

life nd advocated modernization of Jewish life as a means of attainment of 

c"vil ri t • 

t the accession of Alexander III to the throne of ssi 1881 ended the 

somewhat improved, thou h s t ill precarious posi tion or the J8Vf'S during the 

rei P,n o Czar Alexander II . Under the new Czar, the Jews of Russia wer e sub­

jected to ren ed and augmented11 as well as more calculated, acts of perse­

cution and Violence. The hopes oi, t least partial emancipati on ich many­

Jews had previously entertained ere t hus rud ly shattered . leaders of the 

Russian government, influenced by the reactionary Pobiedonostzev,. the right 

and of the ne,r emperor, ere no lon r sat stied with sporadic and casual 

e rs ut · o o . J s . t out to "so v " t he J sh pro 1 wit h or an-

izat ional skill and wit h total di sre ga rd of humanitarian consider tions. 

The renewed attacks upon Jews ere henceforth methodically and carefully 

lanned and skillfully directed. Under the guise of sav·ng the Russian pea­

santry rom Jewish exploitation or from an unassimilable foreign element 

ll skilim i sthe Hebrevr name or t e adher ents of the movement of enlight­
enment , which advocated oderni zation of Jewish life . 
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hostile to true Russia, etc. • the cliques of high-ranking arch tisan:i.tes, 

with the help of infiuential newspapers, organized pogroms throughout the 

Jewish Pale of Settlement. Be nnin "th they ar 1881 and continuing irler­

mittently for some 25 ye these pogroms imperilled the security of the Jews 

as human beings . 1'i ttle did the Russian people know that in order to divert 

the r evolutionary sentiments o t masses from themselves, t e Qnperor and 

the 1 nd · rs plann t In or h n 2 J sh com-

munities 2), large and small, physical a,s,.mults , raids, looti•1g and massacres 

took place. J sh e:xistonce became unbearabl e . So barbaric wer these pogroms, 

so gre t was tho horror that the entire civilized world became horrified. But 

so determined was the government not to l eave the Jews in peace, ~an after 

the v1. ous 'Ores ntations ma e humani t artans both in n outside Russia, 

and by the several commissions which we.re appointed to investigate the Jewish 

question, that special laws, in addition to those alreaey instituted in previous 

years, were enacted, further r estricting Jen.eh rights and bringing greater dis ... 

aster upon them. The famous Hay- Laws of 1882 - Tsnporary Orders Concerning the 

Jews (temporary in the sense that t t was not necessary for the Orders to obtain 

the sanction of the State Council, but only tho approval of the Cabinet and the 

signature of the king) prohibiting Jews to engage in business ,on Sunru(V, were 

ro lowed by merciless J e exmilsions and the lfumerus Clausus law, limiting 

J ewish st dent . n universit es to o1 he a e of 

Settlement, to 5 outside of the Pale and to 3% in St. Petersburg and 1osecnr. 

In the nineties these "Temporary Rules" of 1882 were continued. In 1891, a spe­

cial law called for the expulsion of Jewish artisans fro lloscovt1 St. Petersburg, 

Novgorod, Riga, and Yalta. This law applied even to discharged soldiers, who 

ntil then nar:l been enjoyinP' snecial rivile ,es . The tate Liquor monopoly of 

2) History of the Jews in Russia and Poland by s. bnavr, Vol.3, page 28 

/, 
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1894 de rived 200,.000 .Jews of a livelihood, and eliminated all of them .trom the 

countryside. By th end or the decade there were 650 special laws that dealt 

wit h Jewish r1 hts, or more oorrectq, restrictions ef their rights . The bl"U­

tali ty or the Russian regime reached almost the state of absurdity, when in 

1890 the governors ot some ot the states in the Pale imposed upon Jews the 

obll ation of taking ott thei~ hat~ be.tore any- of.fic1al as a Sign of respect . 

Th s tuation st worse nder t h0 rule of ieho as II (1 94-1917) . 

Jew-hatred ong the populat.ion was open~ encouraged. The i nsistent demand.a 

for retora 3) accompanied revolutionary ~estations were added .factors 

to t e ov rnment oliey ot mistreating the Jews . The participation of some 

Jews in the political parties 4) that advocated political liberty and ~ual 

ch threatened t veey- throne, proved to b a 

convenient pretext to pers oute the Jews . Ne1r pogro took place ( Shpola 1897J 

kolayev 1899; Chenst ochov 1902 and Kishinev in 1903) which shocked the entire 

civilized world. and the Jewish communit was panic .. stricken. 

These deplorable condition mrked a turning oint in Jewish history. 

'lhe Je ish intelligentsia, full of wrath against the reactionary government 

d shame for their own people who did not try to def d themselves 5) set out 

to s k olutions for Jewish helplessness. Che of these sol11tiona was Zioni 

wit its ,on om tant · 'h ry of e cultural r val, which um ,ave birth 

t o a new cational orientat on . 

II. Fconomie Collapse 

These poll t ical condi. tions had shaken the v-0ry foundations of Jewish eco-

3) Ti d apl)eals from nin Zemstvos for a measura of d ocra.cy 
h) S ret c re s of J rlsh 2"8Vo ut· onaries be an to be te ed in Vilna in the 

ei ht es . 
5) See Bialik ' s "B'eir h- hareiga• 

' 
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n e life. ogro ,, revolutions d ne, eXI)ulsions and thodical die-

crimi.nations in the hith rto Jansh fields ot economic endeavor inere sed 

fri tfully J h pau ri • The etty traders nd artisans eons i tuted th 

large 

Jo 

t roportion of the loyable Jewish population. There a o o e ... ~ 
in agri ulture,A comparatively 11 p e in tho li 1 rotes-

sion. eeording to the Russian c sus in 1897 6), ot every hundred J 

ainful an- d n a¢c 1 r , Tl, t 

11. 9 in domest e and public work, 39. ) 1 handiW'Ork d lig t 'ndust , and 

38. 8% in petty trade and commerce. It one bears in mind the taot that this 

disproportionate number of Jewish artisans and petty traders ere confined to 

the ale o.f Settle ent,, where the general population consisted of i orished 

peasantry an great arr.ry o "su rtluousn elements made up of unSD:ployed, one 

can readil d rstand the pli ht o the Jen in eking o t a liv lihood. - On 

the other band, it is also important to note that th s peculiar nature of Jewish 

economic exi.st ce, is a direct out rowth of their poll tical i 1.n the 

Pale, wh eh included ten tates of Russo.Pi land d f'irteen states 0£ Ukraine and 

t e Rlla~i there lived in 1897, accord.in to tho census• 4. 900, 000 Jews, or 

96 o 11 Jews o a r .Russia. T e densit o t J sh populat on such 

that Jevr constttu sd in the Russo-Poland of th oneral. popula on and in 

the s ian states 

wer oon e lly ba 

• ng to he tac ,tha t thes v states oft 

rds, t,h re 

the t i a 1y Jewish trades and h~ce a g at eom etition in these oceu tions 

ensued. Had there been a possibility for the Jerrs to ettl in all of reater 

Russia, thoir ratio to the general pulation would have been 5% ?), t eir trades 

6) Bolsh~ Ruaskaya Encyclopedia, Vol.24, pp.85- 102 
7) Hasot ologiah S el Hayeftndim by A. Rm, in, Vol. 2 • 91 
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nd ro.fos i on woul d. hav b n ore produ tive in the sense of ater demand 

for t heir economic c 11.ines. · o wonder then that in the ale Jewish partiei ... 

p tion in cal~ J8'rl. trades was four t imes more than was the case in the 

states outs· de of th P 1 • Hence the rise or t ha o-c lled Jewi. h l(iftmeneohen., 

uprooted f ro . t i econom.c position which work, - :voe on al ot Jewish eco-

no o st.once. 

The econ<nie plight or the JffftS surpassed even that or the pov rty-stricken 

~~ rfluo s 

on t he art 

ts of t e 1s an scrl:mina.t on ~ a them 

t . o oVAmmen ~ t h ~ovarty of t he r entile client l and the 

lack o l:eb a ~ to initiate new economic ventul"es ... all of this resulted in 

In all countries wlwre oa:pitalism developed new ar as of economic sidea-

vor• t e J were f'o ed opportunitie tor tiv partied at o in he ca-

pj, lls t ic economic expan ion • 
. . . : -~V; 

ey thus had th po sibility to ,ai i ocial 

prest · .e 

out u 

w 11.. But this was not th ca e in Russi" • Lestshi s 

of homo-,,econamicus a the central oti.:t in th 

of t he ca talist ooiety, ise tor a society which baliev 

interplay of f'ore s, brou t bout the radual equal1 tion of J • 

8) points 

n full 

en 1n 

s ia, although the J ere certainly- tar tram poll ti cal emancipation• those 

el ong them who were the activ • partici ta in the capitalist de-

-gelo ent, re ven spee:tal stat s and s eoial rivilo as. 'l'hus there came 

into ·n th cat goljT o rt " -nts, o rti d craftsmen, 

an r o s si ona.ls, ho bee e conom:ieal ly nd civical~ i ndependent, at · time 
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w: en the Jewis ses were till deprived . o~ all rights . d in a state which is 

constantly affected by' discriminatory la1ra." . But the OTe.rwhelming majority or 

th .Russi Jen •ho liYed. in a country whe~ capitalist development was very 

al.ow, . with the exception ot the te. lestsb1nsq ref en \o, remained not on~ so-

cial ted, and with a , teelin or economic worthlessness and "unprod\lct .. 

1"1.ty", but lso without means for a bare livelihood. 

Thia ~onomio plight ot the _Jeq oonetitqted 111other .oauae ;n the radical 

changes which took place 1n Jewish 11..te in the per.\~ 1882-1905. ff• torcee 
, t 

emer , w io sought to :raf\ cat t no 1.tical _an economic d ffioulties and 
·, 

bnormalities" These .torcea rostered among <>th r things a ner orientation with 
. ' ' . . . ' -~ 

· ;~gard to education. 

n1. Oult9ra1 M«,, ............. 

Culturally', th~ majority o Jen 1:1 ad as_ in ~He dqs of old. The Je,riah 

reli ,ion continued to be the very essence of cultural lite. I , motivated all 
• • I ~ \ • /I ,. ' < '. • 

•o~al and• 1nte.llect~l .a~ti~~ie~. .Oustou1 .. ceremonies, rit~ls• folkways -
'' ' ' ' . , ' ,._ ... ' 

all stemmed tl'Olll one aourcet . religion. There ,,.a strict ad)lerence to the Shul ... · 
• • ' \. f' .. ' . ' ' 

I • • • 

ehan Aruch, 11 terally ttPrepared Table" 1 the sixteenth century code. in which the 
' '. , ' 'j • • 1 • ' • 

reU ous a ethical teachin a ot Judai811l are expanded into a body of re la­

tions designed to govem the Jew•s 11.fe down to tho _minuteat detail. The masses 

of people re content w1 th praying, reciting the Psalms, and observing all re­

gulations of the Shulcban Aruoh. The slightest derlation hom a cu.at• met with 

re roval. The wearln · of' short jacket, tr.lmmin t beard, or rea~ng o se­

cular books ev n in brew_. was looked upon , s a s gn o ree-thinld.n , .. The • ­

nagogu$ continued to serve as the house of worship and house of assemb~. It 

sati tied the intellectua,11 soci,-1 and religioue needs ot the · ople. This tn ... 

sti tut on rad ated peace, rest and warmth, The 1 tinerary preachers ( 



I 

would deliver addresses which contained exhortation to piety and goodness . ·' 
e h ,o.5e in 

, Worshi pars would linger to gossip and to ianow»age &?\Y lJ',iendq discussions • 

But t he s e synagogu would also serve s a place tor pasaion~t~. c;?ntroversies 

and quarrels. , . 

i,i· 

The f'ollmring two exc rpts will illust 11 te s ' of the aspects of synagogue 

life of the . tim • ·"Itt our eommu t , oondent n he Knesset 

Ha olah 9) "there a t i :rteen syn.a ogu s 
• I • 

on a num r or ' inyanim' 

and all il!J well~ ·lhe~e 18 alw&,1's a great deal ot Jao1••J all pray in 1oud 'Yo1ces1 · 

all drink liquor in 01.7 of the departed ( called 'l'ikun) , and all surround the 

moumel" while their ? r-shatrls and Tefilln are still on them; ?t is a holid&7 

in the Rede~:~~? ause t,here is not one .laltzeit/!~~nial in which the hungry me-
. A 

lamed d es not nartio making ev ry e · ort to el borate on t he ood qualities 

of the eceased so aa to prolong the Tiktm up to midnight . A~l business ventures, 

al quarrels, ll gossip• all types ot criticism against town le dership - their 

pl oe i s in atJt\ and .on Festivals, there 1s quarrel OV'er 

4A]3i.ah 1 11) . The Hazan nd the Sham.ash would o1"'dinari~ take t his opportunity 

to soo a certain grievance, and t ho is s outing until the throat fails to 

s ond to t he urge tor more yelling. otten all quarrel ends in a free-for-.all 

fi ht . · en ch an occuranQe a.a •a insistence that the reader of Mussaf' 

'he • Tr • • ns·n . n c applnrt 4 s hand on s umash shout-

i n J. udly at th r e der Mr . I . will take too lon t ·me for his chanting ot 

th 'ussaf' and that he will oaw,e people to t el great hunger. " These 

as eta o Syn ogue lite we c1'1 tiaia~ by the enlightened Jen, . but their 

9 Vol . 4, p . 102 
10 German-Jewish term to designate the anniversary of a death 
11 Hebrew f or "going up ," applied ritual ly to the invitation t o go up to t he 

pl atf orm for the readi ng of the orah . 
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protests, except in in<ttrtdual cases., nl"'OVed unsuoeessfttl. Vost of the Jen 

could not see aw sign of decadence in thei r Nligious lit'e and they remain d 

attached to their old oustOll8 . 

Th home, too, waa rooted 1n old eustoma and t"41.tto.na. It kept aloof 

fro oderni• and tro kriowled ~ ot changing world. '?be tolloring will 

illu trat the ood ot the time, which preva l . di the Jm.~)home ••• • 

•'lb• Baal Hab&it 12) a whoa• table I te the first 1third'/ a 'f' pious J6f11 

was dissatisfied with me beeaua I .tailed to behaYe like a Buid 14), e pecialJ1' 

when shing hands in th aoming and because geaenl.ly apealc:i.:ng,. nv hand 

washin at all timea, was not done in th JIIUU18l' of Huaidiam• (a •religious 
. I . 

tre dom that I permitted myself after long inner atrug :le),. and moreover, be­

cause I remarked to 11¥ pupilB that ii is a stupid custom. because you do not 

· ·- used to as 

reply. That 

eating 

15) trom the tingens. ery now and then the Baal Habai t 

1Nlig1ous questions' and l endeavored tot to give any definite 

n ! s t at he tab along wit ·. 1 t t ot t h familT 

ot soup ltlth proper .a.nnerlsm;. The father of ~at.udenta, who e•t 

at th head o:r the table asked, •Is it troe that you told ·• S>n that the ·Ootla 

16) too have a soul?"' twas a bit badldered1 but I had to admit th tl"tlth., 

and an red that during ~ oonveraation on a oertain topic we diaeussed thie 

matter and that r r arlmd af'f'irmativel to the ,query whether the 0oy too has 

a soul. Th face of -,q host reddened and he ask«lJ "Bat the Goy does not put, 

on Tef'ilin, does not read the Shema, does not sq Grace,. hmt oan he bav a soult " 

Uy rep~ was• "The J_. puts on Tefil1n, end the Goy kisses hie oeoaa, which hangs 

].f-L:i,,teraly, the owner of the house . 

t!The winter months were di vided bet"'een three enployers whose children he taught . 
'lr"Fol~ower of popular movenent that rebelled against formalism of rabbinic Jut.ism 
.4;1Defilement • 
16 Gentiles 



on his neck,- and that' he too• Sl\VS Oraoe. t could not titd.sh, because 1117 host 

pounded on t e ~b1&t ttA, Jw who eo :pares a o:ross to T N.lin shoul d not be housed 

in Jewish home. Oet c:,utl"' • 

The abo're two 1 descr.ti,t1ona ·po1:nt to the tact that ' the pm-ailing .cond:J.tiona 

did not favor the introduction of modernism., The masses resisted not only assault 

trom t he outside, but .also the Two1utionary foNet trom ·wtth1n. They,developed 

an i nner self e.tense and res nted al'l el"itioism ot their raotioes. Haskalall 17) 

made little iapapt upon the liv • o.t the maaaes:. The preoari.oue stat e of their 

... P.<>li tical and eoonomio extatenoe mad the seek aolaOe and oonaolati:on in their 

-'· ::1~,~~ohment to their .taith, and crltioal o£ an:, attanpt at ratom. They were 
. ~ .... ~ .' ' ... 
, . · vii.rt . distrustful ot the retom "• The Shulehan Arneb was to all 1ntenta and 

purpose• a liVing ludatsa and the Rabbinic authortt:, ffilSi queationed by- the £er, 

only-. 

In sumari zing the chapter on Jewish lit'e during th~ last two eoadea of 

the last centUJ.7, w find that the constant aseaults upon the dews in the ghettos 

of Russia and Poland made Jewish -1.atenoe ve" preear!ou1. The all-out attacks 

were very hard to endure. They- we:lghed beavil;y upon the Jen. Bot the backbone 
,·. 

ot t: eir mom.le was not bn,ken. The f:)80ple an the whole maintained their sp,lri t 
' . 

and olung steadt at11' to their t'tlllg:1.o-.national faith. 'l'heir S"iU'terings preven­

ted tbm from he.ti.ng the call ot those Mask:l.lia who acm,oa-too Russitioation and . . 
adjustment to modemi•• The Jen could ha'Ye no trust in the culture of a people 

17 The movement towards the modernization of Jewish ljfe which originated 
in Germany about the middle of the 18th century and which fought the 
exclusive sv,ay of the Talmud and in favor of modern education, culture, 
and manners . 

'l' , 
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whose leaden en aged 1n " ncuttered" aeta of terror •~-disor1trd.nat10Jt. It 

sho ld not fo ott•, h?WGYer, t hat li~n · in an isolated ertn.ronment,, sub ... 

ject to constant attack, could in no ,ray b.e s n as nol"lltl.l «xi. tence. Th . 

cultwal life ot the group unaTOidablat reflected ' the conditions of. its phyaieal 

lite. It ns n ttu-al:IT or.len.t..ted towards thos·e Eilifestatiolll which contri­

buted ost 1i ar:b' to the defense of its :tdent~ty .- the palpabl • high]¥ visible 

. ni est.at-ion whi'oh a , embodied· !n ri tualin; But this t'N'e1'- sis on r1;. · 
, c,.. . 

tualiam acted u !\detriment to true c.ul .ural creat1"Vene ,, · Synagogue life was 

not a~a at its b st.. Deoadenoe dua.14' s in there· and made inroads 'into 

the hom as 1r-ell. 

Thua we see that rel1g1ous lite, the backbone of J ab morale, was an 

antidote to assimilation and a stron fortification against the o,staide onslaught, 

but waa not strong enough to rejuvenate 1 ta potentia.11 ties trom Within. It wu 

to this roblem ot re-.1ntl'Qduo.ing the creative eleaent in Jewdah cultural lite 

and saf 1?Uard1n it ag · rust t rt er eeadenee,. that the nation.a st movement . . 

addl'l3ssed iteelt., A niall traction of enli htened Hebrai~ts under\ook to nur­

ture the Yi tal torcea ot Jen,h ,oultw:'8 u independent ~rom r1 tualiam and 

functional rellg1Qn .• 

This seeking ot •liberty and light" from within• $1d this quest tor self'-
' 

r•juvenat.ion st nlated th oung Jfebnists to devot hemselves to the cauae 

of Jewish outl.ural devel.Opm&n.t . The maaaea,,, while still llist:rusting these ttr 

to:naen", have in time come to see their genuinen s ot r,pose-. and due to the 

dir t oontaot with them., have g.ttadually lea.med to give th• an attentive eaz,. 

The growth ol eultura.1 nationalism• 'llod m Hebrew and Yiddioh lit rature 

paved th way tor a mode1.'!l Hebr• ultural school. 



.u .. 

B. J '¥!SH 1!.1)UCATi mI I N TUE EIGHTiw ND NINETIJJS 

In the dreadful anguish of those days, when decrees and o roms shattered 

the grou d under their teet# the J6Rs resisted aeeu1'ar eduction with good 

reason . They were afraid of' th stream of the new culture which would en-

l t t heir J s nes . aith in the r ol e ucational institutions 

and thought that the stud;r ot ble and Talmud is more important than the 

study of' botany'; history- or geo~pl\r. 

There were ei ht types ot schools in e,d.atence 1n th eighties and nin 

ties of the last century,. '.two were the tradi t1onal type schools, serving 

the ovenrhelming n,ajority ot Jewish children, · the other six were the product 

of the new age, Since schools are related to the tortunea ot soc1.oty of Which 

they are a part., the deaeription or the e sohoola will not onl;r help us under-

stand e ucat onal tt. m·- t lso t 

vocated t e establishment or na. educational institutions . 

I .. The Traditional Scbogla 

1. The Heder 

As already noted, the muses ot Jf!lftS resisted reformation. Hence they 

aint ained t .e tr dit onal so ool, t Heder. Thou h rlvately owned, the 

Hader was in a certain aenae a public institution 18 ).. The general public 

was intere&ted in the Heder because it was to marzy- of than the only educati-

onal ncy which Sel"'V'ed. thea~ ( The Talmud To~, as will be noted, s rved 

the child.ran of the poor.. ) This PUblio interest created a fa-vorable attitude 

to the Beder wh ch persisted for many years and to some degree exerted intlu-

18 ) Haheder, by A.» .. ldf'shitz, Hatekutah,, Vol. 7, Nissan-Bivan 5680, 'farsaw 
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ence on 1 ts rog1.WD. The ,,e .taet t • t a -poor te c r would a tract few~ 

students, gave t e bl e ome mP.i1suro o control over t r _. As it is 

known, the physical aspects £ th Hedernre deplorabl. It was ordinaril.T 
19 

a on room schoolt .housed in tbe l~ hµ,1- , of the Jael.amed-»)., ·poor];, lighted 
\. 

and .... ventilated, With no acc<mDOdatione for plq. The same r oom, 1n lltll1Y a 
. ' . 

case, sel"V'ed a.lao aa lirln , quarters tor the mel..anMtd•:i, tami:cy-. The pupils 
. ' 

' in the on roo seh00l, w r in attendai,iee t momin nt1l evening. ose 

who had to widt for thE3i.r tum at the large table, beaded by the iameci, used 

to pl.a; · in the yard or on the street, and on rainy days Bit in the s e room, 
\ ' . . 

oarel ss:q n ging in whatner ame would not arouse the wrath or the me1-ed 

or hie wi.f · ., . A desori t1on Yekhiel Sbwrn will best illustrate the physical 

as ects of the Reder., The inside consi sted of a ~rge sq~e room, divided in 

two by a screen~ Behind the scr een was the teacher ' s bedroom 1d kitchen . We 

uaed: to oall it 11the teacher•• alcove". <Ner the opening of the -alcove hung 

a red sheet e<1V red w:t t'h o untle s 11'1 te o s . e wo 1d wra ours lves 1n this 

sheet a d la hide-and-a · k •. • • ro t econd door o en nrt int e same 
' 

screen ~ne could see the dark kitchen with the rusty ohi~ey-atove., full of 

dishes and kitchen furniture . 'There · 

the youngst rs would clamber • •. • 

also a big bel~tront bur et on which 

At thew st wa • between t openin~ to the Jd.tch n and the hall <¥'or, 

stood a bi wood n, closed alcove. It was pantry nd the ·te c;,h r ' s wife waa 

always ei t r talcing som thin out 0£ it and carrying 1 t. to the ld. tohen or 

br.lng1ng something ck to it fro the kitchen • • , • On the alc<1Ve we piled 

up ol torn prayer books and Bibles which the teac r and bis helpers would 

take dowm for class. In the corner near the same wall and not far: from the door . . 

- 19 Jfelllmed is the Hebrew name tor teacher 
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which led to th hall stood a large arrel of tel" ar · t on a · enc 

a bi :rass e n .. On e pun · no r the barrel toed la w o en trou h 

with two handles. In · this trough would be coll. t d the left-overs of the 

children• meals~ all kinds of paper,. which the children ld throw into 

it~ also the water .from .the brass can which the children u ed. tor drinking. 

This comer wae al:trays wet and sli. • ear the north wall stood a long 

wood n b oh. eh n the ·benc as a combination bed-bench; w ohs rved 

as bench during the and as a bed at ni ht. The teachel' would 8i t on a 

little illow on this benoh-bed, wearing a vest, blit no jacket and a skull­

ca on his head.. He lt'Ould set his twisted pointer into the prayer book or 

t e Bible used by the children, who were seated near him on a long beneh at 

the table alon the 'west wall. At the other end of this table, which went 

all alon th east wall, was a helper who taught another group or children. 

The east 11 came to &n end With the glass door which was used only' during ,. 
t e summer 20 ) . 

a. lieder Da:rdeld. tor the Yory youn , fro t . e or fpur to seven,. where 

children were grouped into three groups• beginn rs, who studied the alphabet, 

intermediatee, l!ho studied a;rllable tomat1on1 reading and blessings, and those 

who read .fluently and were rea<tr tor the study of the Pentateuch. The Heder 

Dardeki, in certain coMmUnities• was also t e only oo-eduoational type of a school. 

It known as Reder IrbUYyah, 2l ) where ·Sirls were dmitted to learn Ivrit,. 

(rending ot brew) .. together with boys . In most ot the traditional ~da.rim 

there were -Ol'le or two behelt'ers (assistants) who not ' only belped in instruction 

but also performed such serYioea as transporting the very y-oung to and from 

?O) A er in 1'ysEfflffle1 By Yekh el 
21) Haheder 'Haye e n by' 7evi 

tet Yivo Annual of Social S-tudi.~es,N.Y . 19S0 
arl'st n, · York l 3, • 1 p . 15h-~ 
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home,. . pl.¢ng lS. w1~h the, e~. The teach~r or .aelam.ed of .a Hader Dardeld 

ns 1n most caaes ·tgnorant ot rl ma t nr., mcultured and uneouth, ignorant 

o hi er J s l .am n 22 ) • 

b . Humaah Bede%" Thia soh:>ol served 'boye who could read fluently, lmew 
' . 

most, q f the benediction•; all blessin s and some praye!'B and were to studt 

Hum.;.k-~l'flttateuch)~ .'l'he atud.ents spent in this depart nt anoth r two or 
' I " 

t ree ears, acq . n • knowled?,e ot all f'iv booke ot ·ses, by stueying the 

eekq ortion nd the Rashi Co en.tar.,. Often· t · ey w re fll,lso taught Targum• 

the Haf'tarah or the week; the ·-oantilation of the Teamim and c rt in a gadio 

mat rial, t h latteri aa prepa.ration to fabntd. In the Hmaaab , Beder the child­

ren le m ed ocoasionaUy ·Ethics ot th~ ?~th.en, and the Pi;yutill (14.turg:tc poeu) 

for the holidays , ~ ID81.amed 'was or a more scholar type and a more r efined 

ind1Tidual. 

c . 1.nal.q 'th& third type of Beder, the 9!eF! f!tder, where bo:fs entered 

at the ge ot ten,: aft r haviM ha c.-,,1 ted t . Gitt Oou1'9e o ·· stu in the 

Hum.as is d r d an enl"Ol nt o vo · std nts . Tuition tee 

being hi 'her, th age ot tt children already perm.1 tting apprenticeship at 

an arti san1a workshop or help at home, the l'lUllber ot students at this rung on 

the educ tional ladder dwindled down consid rabq. In t his Oemara · Heder the 

children re introduced to Talmud. The beginners started with Hem.kin and 

covered pro:rl te y t n to l:U'te n a s of the Tractate., the i nterinediates 

studied Gittin or Kiduahin fll• •RMet• and co-vered tram 40 to $0 pages of 

the text, while the more advanced students were instructed in Shabat or esa,.. 

khim or E runn, and studied as much as 150 pages per s · ester 23) . All 

study was s upplemented b Rashi and Tosatot c entaries . From Tueadaw to 

, hri $70), t> . ; 
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Friday t re 0 port on 

of th · Pentateuch) . The brighter students were given an assignment for · elf-

stu • In additipn, there was instruction in draeh '1.cba, and t he · lot 

ap ropriate to the holidays ih) . Some udents were lso taught wr1 ting Hebl'elr 

d Yiddish and elements of Arithmetic. The el.am.dim .were ':l'almud.1.c scholars, 

s o th well v rs n all o the Jawis classical t tur • le the 

et ods o in ruction varled in thet,e three types o~ H~, t: co on ,f'ea-. 

ture w that all leaming invol'f'ed · em.on zation,. translation into Yiddt h1 

and constant repetition.in order to .attain tlueno,- 25). 

It is important at thia juncture to note that on~ in tbe Poli,h states 

(Vial.avskei Kray) the study ot Russian was pena1 tted tn the Heeler" 1n order to 

counteract the' tntluence ot the Polish language and Poliah nationalism. 

In these tradi t1onal Bltdar1.• the ovenmelming · jori ty ot children o:t 

elementary sc ool a ,,e to foun · 

2 ~ The Tr di tionl\l Tallllud To~ 

The Ta?,mad Tt)rah was a !98 pu_blie chool tort ohildr of the poor and 

tor orphaned boy8 ~ho wer given an ~lement ~ Jewish educ tion. The elders 

or the co ity were in charge ot t e school. '!h9Y · ro'f'.1:.ded the f inances,, 

trh ch ere der1•ed f · the Je-ns tax on meat and from rivate oontr.1.but iona; 

they also hired the teachera1 a.nd 8 1\lpenised" instruction. Th re a Talmud 

Torah · racti calq in e,very commun1 ty in 'the Pale'" Xn certain middle-ei·zed and 

large cammuni ties the number of students in the Talmud Torah was aeTeral hundred. 

Th following description of a good Talmud Torah in Slonim ie given by a cor-

2b ) Sld.rab al 
25 ) C n n C 

nueh H Ivri stJambia,- 1 rshrl . 703, l\6 
sh Ed• e-ition by E. a ran, 'O • 90...,104 
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sponc!ent 

in tho cit of Sloni • ThEl n 

e it s a td.llar 

r · of students 1e 500. Ther e re nine rooms 

i n thi hous • •~ng tbat th n are nine olasaea, 'The atudi_es are excellent '! 

In the . 1 nth clU 1n particular one is impress.eel with tne stud;r ot ·the Tallmtd. 
' - ~ L J ' 

1,'l1 teaehei-, ie the vene.rabl · Heb ~ ll.~hen Resnick of Moi tcha, who mak~ 

th · n e Ta:llmltcl an,d ~ in stol'll!y waters ••. • The · t.udents 
' ' 

re beina ned ev l"J/ eek b the At, ;ll$t, Din-ffr, the lpcal rabb1. There 
' .: ~ I 

are also two teac el'S' tor the Jf.uslian _languap, ~7 . Seventy are the studen s 

who tak up the so.ca.lled Jeneral . subjeots and train ~heir bands 1n Ort'ho­

gra b;y which is tau ht by the teacher ot Heb:NW, !teb Abraham Itzhak Zakl.ad~ 

The i ncome tor the year 5648 was t·,800 rtiblesJ t e expenditures )•000 rubles . 

The following are the names, or the ind1:v-idu$la who de thei r contrlbutions 

to the i nsti tution this year ( there f'ollowe a list ot ei.ghti people who contrt .... 

buted the total _sum of' 2,)00 rttbles) . The house 1s unde.r the ~reot euper-

vis on o t n n ( 

R b 1'3ib shkin i s the ,,. shg:lach" (ov-e?'Seer) ot thi s house. t this oint 

it is l.lllportant to greet and pay- tribute to the follawin ladies ( list of tour 

wo n) who repared food tor the poor ot th almud 'l'orah, as well as g nnents, 

and for all their ettorts tor t he poor bom whom win· come forth the word ot 

Torah, heir nam s be blessed •. "" . s 'type or !al.mud Torah cannot be con-

sidered t e predo inant one-. ! n tbe l.ax-gor cities (Odessa# Vilna, nsk) there 

were wealtl\Y and influential gabaim, who were subject to . the 'ffaskalah s,timull. . 

Th re th Tallllud 'lorahs wore adoquateq staffed ' and llllll'lQged and the needs of the 

poor were cared tor. In ·lldes.aa, fol' example, there existed a good school whose 

principal, since 1881, s the t ous writ r s.J. Abramowits 2'). In smaller 

e must remerab r that in the Polish states the 'Russian 1an 
in all Jewish· schools 

28) Th.a Jewish llhoyclopedia, Vol 12, P.39 
6) esset edolah, Vol. J . p . 81 

e was taught 
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o mmunitiesa howev~r. the description which follows Jllirro1"8 the eond:ttione 

they exist • This ccount of two al.mU:d Torah schools was written by 

oorres-pon t the city of b1"0y8k. 29) "The school of the seidim 

1 n eric y P,T ater t n e Ta d orah o th ·tn dim, ause the 

to r are in the :majority. I ll 'bheretore ap first of the Talmud 

Torah o the ssidic co .ty. 1here are aix rooms, six malamdim and bom 

120 to l O tudents . This is th curriculuat first' toi,a • Readi.ng of' Hebrar 

orlpt nd stuc\r o r-ay, J aecond, third and fourth .. o.wraaa_bJ tifth "" H1111aah 

with lit le 

t part in eome ecular studiea (not all of' t em, but those whose h art 

w:Lshes o t id kn01'le ) tor two hours a dqj t'zte118to91n the o:ming 

the te er 

eveninP. a 

in penman h1'P both eb and in the 

to 9) they listen tot i ns otion in us i an, 

and in th four el nte of calculation from the mouth ot one ot th teachers 

·enlll'l.8nt school for beginners• becauee thus oormnanded the govemor 

ot he stlltewh n he ave perml sion for the house, th t also an accredited 

te er hould lectu , one hour • liq ( Ilda condi. tion did not .t.tnd favor in 

the es o . e of t en , es or H skalah and rejectors or knowle e, and 

the., wanted that this teach r receive a wage to:s;,1btiatatiling (Prlaha) ••• 
> ·t~· 4 

but they did not auoceed because this teacher ~• under oath an did not t 

to rr • • • J afferal 0£ the students whose parents cannot af'tord to cloth 

ths nd lso to feed thell1 will et re some clothes and sometimes ~ood. 
-thA.-t 

But the truth is"' the waye or the hou e management are bad, and its students 

wild and dirty and they grow up without Torah and good mannen (Derech 

rez) because the ~anent 1a i n the hands of a stupid Hassid who sanctifies 

and rt.rt s kveh ( . tual bath) to aton tor 

29) Kne"' et Ha edolah, Vol • . 4,, PP• 100-l 
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hls sin· , the sin or U8Ul7 ,. ,,. •. and in the nds ot such man is t tire 

1ehool,, and h does· u se ·• becaua the Oaba1•1 though respectable 
' ' 

citiz«i , o o' both 'r oh, but are b~a in n~e only-.,, This is th 

''tory or h hou C lled l almud To~• .d'St'ardim• . And the Ta Torah 

ation of llitnagdil UD ao fa ae oumcul.'1m~ both holy' tudies 

and the secular one • ia cone rnffll., bout the aue. w1 th the d:U!'ference in · 

size, because 1n it here re onl;r four~, .tour •l,-~•, and 6S' pupile. 

Id. 

a.,a th 

e or th tir."t 

Hu.me 

1 ,be enttoned with praise. He i s the 
' ' 

· o knowa what h wishes and .tulfilla his m1s8'on 

T e fin ne s for he two so ools are erlvod . r t :f'oll int? sources, 

individual contributions• chari.t7 boxe&, sale of Iartzeit, candles, from the 

a.1. ....... uebeirach ~) pledgea on Sabbath, donations at weddings and oiroUl!lO:tsions, 

and also ont~ duee of membera. But a detailed account ot income and apen-,. 

ditures I o _not lmow,. because it is kna'IIJ',that there i e no bl asing in anything 

w c is open to 

~ 
And another report tm Vinit·za, Uk~ depicts the conditions in Talmud 

Torah:• conttng to OUP P.lnku 31) the al.mud Torah waa alrea<ti' in existence 

1n $~86, when the lden decreed that -11 WOIHft should gt.Ye to its fund two 

ld n r week. that tia ,mti l thie dq, Ina that :tac we are in the 

habit o:f building a Talmud orah ... in most dirty placae• in the narrmretit al• 

leys1 un er 1h pa of garbage, the m 1-diJI receiving a wage that does not 

30) A special benediction recited in honor of the :tndividual called up to the 
readin o , 'life 1.' t>orti.on o ,"1 tat no 

Jl) Ha dolah, Vol . • l • 
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fh· :oe¼ ty , ~ th(, Frqmgtion of Enl.1ghtemen~ among the J . a of Rustu 

wa.G organized ill 18631 with he:atiquarteFO 1n st, Petereburg, th& e.w ot tlle 

to 

.te~ut1~ -· ·re. l'y o£ !th· oeiew, ' ea~ l3eing ~ tho 
( h I, IS /'l',._ I /(•Kl~•'- ~i)1 

in '!IQ- - - ·_ .. ,. _ -- the __ ·w pl · or ·tile or .anuati-on'e 

r; -1r # ut el o an aid in J~ ah att-uggle tor em.1:10ip :tion. In the evlr 

'3 ~ ~ s tit l.ta u1ateme, t .h-e ~ ty • a.ett '11 t!ee Wffe lWted to 'Che extoncU.ng 

or hlanci · bG lp to -l . t, a.;~ stu _ t• to a. te.in e. g~?l8re.l bdllQat1on1 lUld 

to ~le.ti · n et !nt-eri· st ~ the lb.ta,is.n ~ua Ot which 1 t . ,a felt , a.'toul!l 

be uioluded 4.n i'h, J$Vt.l.t'h achoola. ~he Sooioty would :e,l,ao turniai booke 1;0 a. 

nenb ,o:r e&lo t.1ont.J. 1nat-!tu't.io.im1 panie-ula:rly the au,aan transl tion of the 

:Bible, At the.t petloj, theii" Er!lb,eraJU.p (360 in 1880} md. ixloomo (37) _. Yety • 

-llt 

lD, the Eightiea,- the Soc1~tyt a lee.clerlhip decided to ino:reaase it• ~r• 

abip by reduo1 tt-.e annual due· - the oaeaea ~pter existed since :iaes, other 
..,_,. 

"'-~ 

riew l>era held -the co • iion that the Jfti :fb ie:e.derehip ought to take 

· !f>hal, J t. '?~1dot ~1 .a.111A1Alah BeY1sl'&e1,. St. Pe-tel'sbur-g, 18851 

Vol. l, P• 9 
-57) lb14, P• 26 
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greater 1nte et in ita own J - • h eu ture and tte 01ln J iah eduoational 

inlt1tut1on and 1lOt confine their- intereet and en gy tQ the d111•Glll.llat1on 

e and - ltu of th!• expanaton 

o.m orient tio eater inwr st 1n ebr liter-a-tu~ began to Jli&llit•ft 

er•• In 1 4 the Soo1&tyt • rep1'l"t ($8) 1h01Jed an •xPflndi• 

1.-v• o 27, tuble tor the toll _ aotidt1eac aid to priftw and PU:l>lf.o 

thua 

1• "119!" g1wn till1Lno1&l. IUPfGrt. It 1• w:>i"th 

a.t th1e po1nt Ol'ta.!lt l"9 e.t O that OWJ11 c1 the 

1nolu ion :w;, aupport ( 9), 

1. Only eohoole. bet tint or publio, th.at ha'\'$ no aouroee of 

to .,,._bl th oan:-y out •11' pro adequa:tely, &Dl. 

• sohool i l b eli ible £'or eubwxrbion,. provided t re J.• 

pl 09 ~n lta ourric l _ tor 

school he Rua i 1• not 

s1 y 

• In lS..u ot fflltion, 

tu.dy of the Ru 1.ian langu • 

pd 00 11 t ob11g& 

rant to be . ppli6d 

At he re.te or ten r lee per &.m:1U111, pe:r ind ent pupil . 

. ) o nth.al, J. L. Toldot rbei 

3 ) Ibid, Vo • 2, PP• •41 

BeYiensl, ol , l,. p. 208.; Chart on 
~)etl.d. 1- urea 
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~ a nwnber are&9, t t inlpor t of which was in the quest tor 

odem1aat1an. In th11t oonneotion it should b• not• that th• Sooiet,, bad 

t.ts tart Offl9 or th• at •in • ot the ti • • 111m who ncalled in tntel• 

lectual creativity. In addition to the talent• pCMtt. J. t. Gordon. wh 

... already 1111mtiomd, the oc1ety could boast the actift partio1pat1on of 

1uoh -.en as t Rusa1a.n Jewish poet. &tmon Prug. the writer J. 1,. o eni>bal 

and he uote4 eduoatcr A. lhlln•htut and Dr. • Char,a Dr. i an f ourott, 

(who now red.dee 1n lff Yark City) . 

Ill. Thi In Sohoolt • TM Praduot ot tlw Ae 

And n ft 11 uamm tlw ot heP ,ix type, of ools t t were tn 

nittt.Do• . 1n tbt pv1 \&Dder o.on ideratlon. 

The eldl1• tought the tnditional Hedu . Acccrding to thalr Tin, the 

lieder •• e. pri:n.._. "f9°'tar• that f•114td to giTo thl ohildrci an a equate 

education ...,. in the f'1eld of Jewbh 1tud1••• IU1d lMGaU•• ot tt, eplo-

rabl• physical aoiliti•• • antiquated llletbode of in,truction and qualiti" 

teacher• , prev.Dte th• ohildNll from normal dnelopment . Due to he intluenoe 

ot the 1ldlim .am owt.n to the tact that eOlae parent in the lar ccanuni-

ti•• •nte4 tor th91P .children a. better type • cation. thff• oeme into 

bei a. Has liah Bed•r• I •~ or it• aspect , thh eoh(ll)l was the fore­

Punner and oo-exi tent or the ~d•z- etua.n. "In the second halt r the n1ne­

teent canturr, •rite• Dr. x. tiger, sporadic att pt were de to ref'orm the 

e er 1n the pedagogic &ttd hygienic entt•• These flN, hcwe,rer, ventures ot 
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a privat nature. It is known that • &is~l~ ffltqer was organized in Poland ·in 
·1 

the ear4' eighties, lri)ich was a aort ot 'Hedei-,,,Sohool, and was 'Very aatisf ctory. " h2) 

In the Nineties, this nn type _or echoolt ·con~oted under pri .ate ausp:toea., waa 
• ' ~ I - ,'-,, 

kili':,;• i; · ed or th to e ound in ot rovin s . nt1 reforms in 

the Heder 43) 1) to co .. alize 1 t, 2) to mo.fify its pro ram in the f ollowi.ng 

~aaa I) not to translate into Yiddish, but ratbei, in Oennan, . b) not toteaoh 

the Pentateuch accordin to weekly portion, but place Bibl e as center ot ourri• 

lum, .c,) .to iatroduoe letter writing and melitzah (current Hebrew literary idia) 

d) not to "pilpuli z. " , e) to · stpone the teaching ot "Nedld.n" and "Hashim and 

r) to cri tie 11¥ teach the ideas of religion and to purity 1 t . To meet these de­

mands of enlightened parents, here and there resourceful •lamdim re--organized. 

their schools. Thi.a new type ot a Haskalah Reder appeared 1n a number of cities 

outside the Pale. Zui. mentiom, a school of this type in the cit y ot X. W..),where 

he served as teaoher. Kr. Katzoviz speaks in his Memoirs of such a school in 

oltava 45>. In a correspondenoe to llaahacbar, r . E. Diamond, describes this 

_school as follon t • This house ( school) was organized tor the youth of those 

arents who oan pay their tall tuition. There are f our teachers who instruct 

in Hebrew, ble, l.SS an, th at 9, tc . • • S V ry press d with 

this chool. It is self-en.dent th t the Poltava J81f'8 are not used to this type 

of training, only one in a thousand who woul d send his obild there, although all 

is mana. ed in the s 11'1.t of true Juda.1.am. 46) The same writer also ~ntiona a si­

milar school in St . Petersburg 47). 

It seems that only in the larger communities whore a Jewish middle-class, 

42 ) Report by I . Eiger at meeting of Society, Viestnik, No. I , 1910, St. Petersburg 
43) See Habeder , by A. II. Lipshitz 
44) darkx> S el rah, pp. 59-62 
45) Shishim Shnot Hqim, p. 88 . 
46) Hashachar, No.4, 1878, p. 183- 184 
47) Ibid, p.185 
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subject to the stimulus of the advocates ot enlightenment, and eag i" to modem-

1 ze the Jewish education of their children, hired private teachers ot good 

standing and helpe<t thaa to establish aruch Haalcalah Haclar1m. The aumber o£ . . 

these sohoola was ini,signi.tieant; and hence bad ve little ·ell 

generals tuation. 

on the 

According to the by•lan ot the Society- for the Promotion of Enlighten -

ment {or anised in 1863) no pri.Vate or public schools nre entitled to support 

unless the study o the Russ. an langua e waa neluded · n 1 ts curriculum. ~ 

Consequent~, the pnvate Hada.rim where :Russian •as not _taught because of go­

vernment robibition, did not receive financial support . At a meeting of the 

Society on the. 27th ot December_, 1902, it was decided to give support to the 

ua1..aar:1-m--etukam.11l (see aubeequent Chapter) u well as to pr:t.vate traditional 

Hada.rim, provided the latter w: s reorganized aa a "Oelleotive Heder. "' 49) This 

im:pli for two or more private aaJ.Md:Jm to merge their echoolB, combine then 

classes and house them 611.hff in one building or in one oo\ll"'t yard. Another 

provision by the Soeiet:, oalleci tor illprorlng sanitary ~ondi tions and the intro-

duetion 0£ recesses ev ry ns , n a ha rs . '1'h growth o these collective 

Hadar:i. was bind.red by the spread ot the Hadar.l.m 1letukamll, whioh in the first 

decade of the 20th century io..ached. their pe • On~ 1n 14.thuan:la where the 

dar1m etukanim met great res1.atance, there collective reform-Hadar1m l"9lr 

in l11111lbera . According to an inapeotor• s report there we-re in 1910 forty- three 

such so ools int ere on out o a total of to;. ,o) 
' 

lilf !titi.WI ; &:Js» li?81 » IB; 
u9) Veetnik1 Organ of the ·S.D•E. Mo. 29• 1914, P.26,.,.;26 
SO) Ibid, Bo. 23, 1913, P• !S 

The . rogram of stuct,, 
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hOIINWer, was not mch different from that ot a traditional ane.-l"OOlll Hed8l!'. 

In n r ot oommunit1 a that were subject to the inf'lumae of the 

Soc.1et1 tor the Pro.motion ot F.nlight«u111t11t, Te.laud Torah.I were established 

wit the aid o th Society that came nearest to a re 1ar eleentary- achool . . 

(in or , 1 OU tot 

it a.im to secularize Jewi h education (in ant1cipat1<>D: of ,emancipation) the 

Society laden endeavored to intluence meting edtio .tiollal institutions to 

introduce modemia.. Sinoe the Tallllud Torah was · a public 1nat1 tution, tbtV 

suooeeded in• nUllber or citi• where eome ot ·t.he1r- llelllbers resided; to retonn 

the cit Talmud ah or imm"OVe it. tn c l"tain: instances, th ave special 

ants to introduoe & program ot gneral atudiee in $ddition to the traditional 

Jewish instl'"UCt1on. According to I . Elger ,1) auocess.tul schools ot this t,,,e 

.tunotioned fteotiYely in the province or PQdolia, ( Zhvonetz, lr.tl.oYtm., mn-n.. 
, . 

,rane) ere secul.a..r ·BUt jeote were taught alory,1de the Jewish studies. In 

South rn asia a numb r · ot the al.mud Torabe ael"'f'-1 all typea or Jawis child­

ren, om.e ot whom paid tuition tee. In the r on submitted by s . Ratner 52) 

thee emlHd. :l'alaud Toraba aupported b,- t he Soo1ety 8 bav ained the qmpathy 

of the peop e n these ci · es where th tunoti oned and «ve s 

t orld of } lamdim. 11 

The number of these sohoola , · honYer't inlignU'ioant I.Ind oonati tuted: 

no competition to the Hedel"~ The Beaaon tor their inability to grow mnartcally 

~U Va tnifc, ffo. l, 1910 
SI) "'B. Ratner, ·11Sovre,mone,- Heder ~tcht Obehe_awa• in utes of · ting 

or 1912, _in Vestnik, No . 20, 191~, St. Petersburg 
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was the ant oft 0 S J WO n h an tt 

Juda.i tion,. and b&eause ot their inadequate pro r of Jewish studi s . s 

• matter of tact, this attitude toward this new t)"pe 'tal!D.ud Torah is giTc 

1n an article in the Society•s organ as a warning agains·t min1mizing the im­

portance o traditional Jewish etud1e•• ,3) 

4. '?he Gov rnment .or Crown Schoole 

'lb.ese schools came into being u a renlt of an imperial edict 0£ l.84h 

calling tor the establishment ot elcentary :N..rst .grade (City schools) and 

second de schools ·(distl"!.ct or Uyescl schools) and rabbinical institute• 

tor t eachers and rabbi.a . IJ) Tb.eae rabbinic schools at Yilna and Zhitoiair nre 

closed in 1873 (1ee chapter on teach r training)- The aim or the 1844 decree, 

according to historian• was to Russif7 J'e.n,m educatioA and to bring the Jewi9h 
s-rJ 

ohild i n closer contact w1 th Ruasi-.n oultUl'e. S, l>u'bncnr points out that 
· ·. ·. Ill~ lei, ..CU: 

the 18 l.i •l•urtedict~ s eonmanie a 1•nn!rHt f.A..IC.A..i-4->A • e pursued 

in the tra ning or t he Jen is th t of ringin them n r ar to the C stian 
••,I) 

population • COIiing from a goTernment which i nf'lioted pain and cruelty, 

the Jen saw in this act a poli.07 0£ coapulaor., oonvemon and regarded all 

these school.a w:l. th great auapicion. 'l'he !'aaoua "Shkole N'e1 Zhel.q-.11 (Schoola 

we do n t wish) was oharae rlatio of the Jewish attituie tow r ds t hese school.JI. 

The rg1ng of the Masldlim notlfit standing, t ese schools were boycott ed b7 

aost people. ,J) They were unsati ataetory to them also trom the point ot Yin' 

ot 011rr:toul and organieation. The entrance- requirements oalled for an ability 

to translate parts ot Humash, and to lmaw prayers. Thia implied a need for 

53j Ch. Sh. Kujdan, Vest nik lfo . 2), 1913 
54) L.» . Bramson,_ Istorii latchalnaTo Obra7.0Tan;ya Rossiye, St.. etersburg 1196 
55) A. I.evtaon, Batenuah 1-ivrit lfatolah, Warsaw, 569S, p. ~J. ~ pp. 49-52 
56) s. Dubnow, Histor,- of the Jm !n Ruaaia and oland, Vol. 2, p. 58 
57} I . Rosenthal, Toldot Jlarbei Haakalah B•Yiarael, Vol. l, 1885, St. Petersburg 

· p. 74 
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Beder It ·ore •trt,enn the CtOWD Scsbool., d Oldn tot faot \ t ·Raebi 

an · Ta ,.-eN n t ,., . ., n,i:,l,fi 

t · on l Jena st.udi • were 

t 

ttend nee t Crown 

0 addi-

hooJ,s ·and 

duatton froa thal.. Then; too, the• . eohoolJt gt'l'ing the ·child •11' 

the elemantaq knowl . • o~ llua.aian Ari thntic did Mt p~e th• tor 

Ut•• According to a,, ttpeei&l -•tu.l.f -... by th«t Soclety, 1n 1866, the toll.ow,. 

in reasons tor the rejecttion or the Crown school ,..,.. Yen in the ll'UIIDU7' 

of .tin at ~ ) 

( •, ,f:-:>·,.· . 
I ll<,,t, ;iJ . 

1; · Fear tor aiasionary acttrl ttea within the aohoola 

2. 'nte attachunt to . th trad!Uonal syetea ot education 

J. The •Hmdi•'• vested intereata 

The inadequq ot Jewish eduo tion in the school 

. J. Th dt•u-aa~ to goYernMn't innitution.s 

Thu, b att• of t . objection11 ot the M30Jll ty- ot p&Nnt•, he lltlllber 

ot hools only ?8 tb ~, 1ml n 1 63, ~o 18 9 th 

ov 

popu 

100(>, pup119; still a rela.tiT q 
59) on. 

11 roenta · of the entil"' child 

In the eightiea _,..d nin•tl•• th• 1)4triod under cona:iderat1on, there were 

Crom school.I in all large eammi tie•• parUculull' in the dietrlot t,~ 

( e n1 a ol"Oda), but t enrol ent there waa T ry ae ei-. In th the 

olty ot V1n1t•, (Utft'lne) with a rel&ti.,,.11' la • Jffi•h population, .-o:rd-

1ng to a ,epon in rn.aet Jlagdolah, there were in 188h 1n the :tint pac:14 

gen' maen\ aobool 8b •tucbinta and in the 1econd gl'&de •ohool 121J • total ot 

Jo) P. 0. llarek, "J-ereji tor•"• 'fol. ~ 186h•18Tl, pp. • 129-132 
59) HateltUah Jfaimt 1-golah• A. u.,r. eon,, p. ··262 
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203. Th . = ot raduatta t t 11 th n r th t, 

d ng tbe 1 41 ro). 

T e aboV'e s a :st · n roo o the ct t 

looked upon with t ~•or by the aY · g p r t . 

AV r:y int ti 

alao n 

0 

ription o,t the CJ"OWn hoo1 1• Yen by the B :rew 

m.tea,, • h govermaent sahoole were eata.bliehed 

suab!an J_,., 

.li W., Je •", ae did ld.thuanian j ,, but 

durl t;he til'"St ten y-ea.n,, & • re bo7cot. wu in etteet · d parent, did not 

l<h'en \0 those schoo • The weN then b~ building• 

to houa t se aclmola; n• .funliture and echool equ,t.pment, books and ute:riala 

a principal and teaehen, but no etudent1. 1'ben the pzi.nC1PI]. SD that it 1a 
. 

bad buatnes and that it la an ins 1 to hi net to he entire coanunity, what 

did do? 

and to · ro 

or tft t th 

comers adjacent t o the H 

be · to tour th8 cit y to loolc or Hadar1a 

a ortune cout:e n a. l st t 

th 1e aoottta when they the 

·~""'.,. - there wu no Heder. th1 cunn1n auooeeded oni, on tn 

oo s1 • na , lamed · C'"'ll tin th act or eac n . This 

against the law and th aelaaad wu tined 61), and the Bede1' closed •• later 

y i to obtain a license . 



wb.n ch1l oe _ to attend the e choola • the th of or: ct ldo 

t o:t t 

nut o 
I 

edo-r t he me,M· -•""tl- licen.11 it. 

-•- enj c oosts t re 

" 62) 

r la e 

of • one,y or • • 

The ,ourrl,culua_ et th ae n• Nhoola -c,ona11ted of ~ tl"8111lated 

tnto Oerun; :religion ta_ught in the Ruell.ai:,. language, Bibl e,,- Ruaaun. Ona­

-an ;Co!mo t1on, Arith1!etlo• eograpl\1 and a abort B1sto of Duatd.c,. 
~., . ' 

Com ~~on, ~~ and Hiato; taught in the ~bird grade;. :J) 

That these schools p:ro•ed unaatidact.otY t~• all poi ta ~ Vi 1 

to be seen the rela ively- small pem ntag ot Jeldah children or school 

e who attended these schools in 1699 . t tbe no tncreas in 

rol nt in th• tir t d.eoc~ of t pr sent ceptu:cy 1 s att steel b 

S' 
,. pde School.a 

oeational :uc tion or children to be giv in p ial schools 

Jeri.eh auapj.a• was es,couraged by llalV' Jed.eh leaden and br th 8ociety tor 

th tion of &,gught .. ct. tiTateclby the deaire ta show the non-J_. 

ldlim o advocated 

Russi eat aou ht to organize t rade so i.. and in the 188o• tr • 11ohool1 

2) skar al pat-.i Haltl.nuob Balm B•Be1aarald.a, Sbnlei Hald.nuob1 
T.ishri -S703, p . 7 

aan, P• 93 
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mLr'Dt!!fttff'• artng, ( tor gtrls) 1 l l ; t hat 
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after 1900 in •PN1al achOl)l rden rt.,._,ta •~of !a- d Ton.ha. fb 

gf1J !ofcloi 'ffi.ldnuoh D•t1 el, bJ" Zcrv.i. Sehartsteln,, Vol. I p . )88 
6~ Bramson, . • '6 
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aotiool#, du ·. to ~h• ettol'ia ot -, .· al woee. l"OuPe• !bus n 

.bi&Mf or 1897 } that in ~ 8J)tldtal &CW .,_eat; pel'ldai 
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special •rn••- a.l.$0 · $ab &th school !o g:1:rl in th& city of 

S · vell,- Thor•; t.Q.o_, sp · 1 p mission ot ~ OViem=cn·t li op re. the lchnl 

on 

o. iet 4 of 

etud1 ,. wher 

1s 

d only l 

1 according to~ e ol"t 
1 

t tho old H a nd th t <U. ti(.> 

n: tiou "' till tb pr,;4 

nd th r 

to bpro condit1tns !.n 1.,h old t.ristit• 

the 1'tlo e or p opl cl 

to the 1d tYP of edu t1on. Tho 1-i onaliut ov 

1n th 7 tdng f r red ~. 

t 11 it had lt.s l"OO 

primarily 

dceti"V' d 

mo nt it c. uld not · pp:rov, ot J. . sh educ tion 

in oh rae J' an icb 11 

ld combine t ition with modemie .. , root on · 1n t, 

.,._.. 
A 

o1 ti n of b.ri \t.Gr tur ,. in order to bring t1< of modom z:tons.,,t.,.. 

Sueh s tll • . tt rn of e H der , to.k«n1 au t 

toll • 

73) f pod.ngog Vol. %1 P• 28 
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tion of Je,,1 t 

Ml. luticn. • rwived ant1-S...,.t.ta 1n as.a und• 

J with tu O 'DOil~- and bloodalwd, U,:R.agtat.. aJ'll.a'n dlaillu• 

to tho• 

lftanf:hll" ·t t em4?101 

to et th. new era th . re oubl et 

i tsion d ~ . • _ lie 

'""""•nwan Haakal&b _,.am\ whtcb O&l.lad tor Md nd.&dton of ,Jen «nd Juda!•• 
real19ild that. · a!.ft.oation 111 thou, tru• ~ · :tion "'V""'ll,M, 

beputo• 1n 

teJ- Jw.iab oouoto~•• .,._,RF1:o111n. 

1.t elt. le nr of t d 1 atoak-ta'ldng 

one ts 

0 · rgln cl uaimilat1ng wt th the reet ot the population ~ -

vv,ur:J.J.,c, dieat0l~o11 wae abandoned 1'.r Ml\Y' ol its .,_,, adncat• the:re 

new d o Jensb ti Ii a to a lTa he Jwish prob thro h 
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nation k 

1f. etel'ld.nia in t poa. The wcadu• , 

__ ,'NII,"' ISlltl"DD• .... IIOtlTa .by, a deilire to ~ 0 1PJ)J'8SJ!l10ft and 

at t ttloenta 1. 

, 
spirit GE th 1-0 1n 111 enta:ta, th . U 

joi t; partdea ot iadgranta who weat to Aller!~• 

llah • • J'ewiBh lit•. ?~) .lno'bh tom wu the seekl ot the ulti•t• ao-

ti 

,ur.!Lna oi:t.i , . 

r 't Ul'aion ot .U ex.tat uni • • 

V al.aw 

btlee a Jmab proletu'ian claae. 

li. • .. - t 

n Leber)• by Ab• Gablm, Vol.2, • llf 
Yiddish So-.-...,..,.8\iah _ gung n ?idm, ol.3• 

, .. 



r commun1t1 • ot We.t­

t · ory 

Ul th 

• r! t d t BOO list• . 

ial groups weN conYina that a 

hi.pa d d1aabilit.1 •• . t s nationalin bee 

saed . or:t:'1 tn 

an to 

adv . ate becoming • nat1 n ona& ore. 

that lvatio ]A.y' in nationhood-. 

• 1ea I' 

a nati nalia ,_.,.,. the .., 

aaian 4-q. Wld.ch W.d foundation tor th t.rri-. 

tor.la ·em • d . 1 ne, · .t ,, 1.-t.;ultunl Auton · 17l ""'-•• 
· $/ti't,~,s 1t1. e. . . 
In a 1tion to t dt t Hebrew lltaratf o the time who • et with. 

11&tionali tic enthui. ... (Baolen.akln, Gord)11, IAli.enbhm) t.h -

lov's wo,k •Sinat Ola ( an.at 1882) A.Ii which be brought tot 

idea th&t 

TOC ..., yeaa- th :re ppeaNd Pic•I<er'• •A:utc~1U~1•t.1.on"' 

authd a<ffi>OatJ., the establl•hlMit ot • lwilih atate u the ~ 
. t and 

!: re ••• Bent~• lttttaa n U..Sba&r, ooup . with the etim.n , 

pusiona lo £or Zion whioh so ded in the fl'i\ing ~ oleneldn, ld.ndled 

ple tor national d tural N en-

ae.fttlll tn 

in h a,-e · nt no • t ·~ nw -'11-,nM+ 

n., na.;1 ~901. , , p . ~32 
77) ' en l>ubnow1•-=h waa concemed. wtt th masa ot Jwr,1 d 

· in the ta, adYooated nat.1.onaha by pl"OClahdn t 
· ood o .r_,,,. nc outeide ot Paleetine 
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• day; gr tis. Young n. 16 an 17 years old. taught eirl ot 12 an 13, and there 

was g_re t rojoioin in our bode". 98 ) Scharfsteln himself boo.a later a pion er for 

• b ter oduc t ion un one of t?l te ohers in . lleder otu n n .~r i tohev., 

Ab ut t he id li · of thos young adults we r in the e s y by h. t. lank. 

He --writ , ''In t ho e ys frew sohool ~ a founded in our o1ty hy tho Zionist 

youth~ in hio b id nebr • Bible nd hhtory th tude.--its were iven ooursos 

in. ner 1 ub ots. ~os t of th teachers were voluntary workers. hey wore the 

soua f mi l -cl•ss parent nd novice i n t aching . All of them were inspir d by 

the id lis to s pr d kn.owl ge nd love for Zion among the people. nd work d very 

h rd to do th joh of teaching faithfully an conscientiously." 97) 

S RY 

In the mi et of the ol enviro nt ther dov lop d n pattern of life. 

A unique J wish rson has evohed who do s not bre k :way fro tradition. but ho 

•cquires now taet and new hab its. Re der1v vi lity not only fro the richnes 

of the old ola ioa. but fr the ft"e8hneH of the n Hebrew lit rature . Re puts 

his ind and hart not only in the pure spirit l rel or thou ht. but in otual •ork 

in the world or to Y• 'l'ber lia nn lite-reelin whioh dominates this uniq J(fff. 

It ia th fe ling of the n aaion that history ntrusted to them. It i 1no ent 

upo the to revive an old la ua as the reproquhite for the r v1val of thf9 people 

an ultimately th 1 d. e tbu find new ' kil layman, the ardent Hebraist. the 

evout Zioni t. whoo op rat a With th youn enthusiasts. the odern teaohers, the 

young Hebrew writers, for th attaimnont o-f e. co on oal. 

This new onviro ent in Jews. h life was conducive to the development of the 

ne• ci1entele for the new educational ent rpriae, 

child. Th y in turn built the Beder tukan. 

••nt. the teacher nd the 

96) Thilati B'hinuoh, Sh ilei llaoh1nuch, 1ee.n-Elul. 6704. P• 167 
97) Shvilei l:iaohinu h, Nisan- l 1. 5704, P• 185 



• -s1-

t t th re ton in ope t1cn t t wea1eened 

A 

• 
OU 

h 'hre t ed 

th 

nd .3) '?he mnr t 

t di.ti nal type of Jinria 

r 

'""'--"""'-"'" ~ 

e 

2) T 

ultun>J. lite$ ...w~Qn 

0£ Je1r1e nt r ctual., 

t dissatutaot m 

the Beder-. uld not · 

1'1h1.Qh .i. be ng tolt in a,~ VJ' J l COtJt "V• all si 

,. 
on 

f'or 

tn P 

ro e gea, • r 

peat l~ ao . ~ tc bring 

of cdem llellNW 

in J educati<in. !b 

ut a adioa.\ Cucu4(,iV in th 

th 

or the pr:i:vate 

chools to be n st& ot 

l>\;,v,lf,IAU more \'> Sing. 

hes nw achool.8 were oallad Hada:r1II MetUkania. 

hoi • is due in tho ?lld.n to he .tollowi 01.rcu 

ti M Vor:f C 

lor a 

-
all 



· eo the Cl"Olffl sc ola tor i1i8t the thre~tetn1.ltt? . 

u 

.. • 

ont md 

0 

11 UlP1c1 • 

t e lie~ d ,. 
ioftlsta ~;,m1o 'PliQ 

old tly in tta 

in 1 t the t d1 tional 1nat1 tu\1.on that existed thro 

, but th.a becale improved in accord with '*t 

l) 

to he 

ddl• 

. . .. 98) 

tOllrl 

of' h d.r o 

to to go bout o 1• . • tu 

8) Toldot, Hahinuch tTisl"Ml,- harf'8teln1 Vol J.. • )6? 
9 r 1 .nuo l'n'J. 'f.loi;sa.ralna, • 9 

n99) . . 

.( _ ..... 



It :tn th ffi ~ r 

• 
co uni.ti 

urh:1ov6 

lle?ide:i"i., 

V• ha.nim ·, tho 

0 

r 

bool.a re 

st t the ti1' t 

or h loeal Zioni 

funo · ned 

two ,ears, "and that tt t to n 1 

in ffaJt"SaS 

0 • 
rts t 

l 

in 

t 

11 ·up o Zionist lo thi achool. " lOO) This 

t t C nation ot r;t.vate an oollect,ive effort ftrlt into he e tab ,ab-,. 

· o:Waa ot the OCfttul'J' th 

to • 
0 ted e uation t · t th &oioty 

ot nlt tam.ant. - t.ND laco lOl) in h1. t.JP1~h 

not to t t :t the ld eder 

·obj t ves e ta t e ...... , ......... eoc,n011111 

owlod at ~h 

loo) iGiue&iost . 29.1'02 
lOl.) 1 ~tnik1 ecazm r 1902 

r et.ukmi 

r too 
b 0 

1 
' 



- SI.a -

tot · ge of 1~. 

now d I" anlT up to 

order t h ·a a th r to ·ti. · ee ·ooi.• tor 
S,,;Jt,/ 1-#u..,. i; . . 

es, or to -Pl"llP"" .. • antaan tor appwn loesh1p1 the ch ldNlll · ene 

r w1 t • wzy ..,..... wl · • ot Jcnr:1ath tilbje~t and 

gl.o wo:rld · !ta ~ ~ th 

be aelaa ·• Xn tbe ftta. pi.te, 1 W a tavoi-ab1- ett t pon t 

Talald 1o , which oonattilllted {ltlld llttll do) wn ot lfadarltl. 

d . et 

0 t 

e 1ldr · t in addl. ti.an to ga'leral • tud1e1, a 'Ntt1es.en, knowl 

1tudiect11 But bead.dee this,, there no1"8d in th . lad f• ·pan in _,,-~ 

mmi 1 a • onaide ble chain of the -,-cal.led illp ftd ~ or 8-daJi!ll 

tukatd.• ho • 1' a (aee~J'(J~luz to omi,etallt opintcaur) \o p ae 

ults in th 

--~ to giv• tbeu pupil.a an tnteu Ye kn<M"ledg• 

, ob OOllpll«tee will n th• 1n la r 7 a 

l":ltual 307 in 1'9&dSna & HebNW k. In \tJle Nhd• the children 

· learn the lament, ot ••ular atl.ld.i a ,, T com:lttoa at th.it Sothty• .ff-

Nd ta aolidar.1.'7• ~ oalr ill • t• _.., 1111d ~ the 11031 

eupnon c,f the Oft!mi 
. ( 

The t t tb t be S ty ad tak n ao o the n 

.. 



• 55 • 

••ting (altho~ in th• wry• •P"oh an ln the 1eou111o tt.t 

tollond. there we.a • ree.t d••l ot ritiob or • B• er etutan), an4 

nl7 developed • · oatton•f inatltutS.on• and thelr role 1n the general 

tlt.tt non•Zionlet olr 1••• 

t th• f1r1t decade ot tht our t oattll"y, .-Off eobooia wr• ••tab­

. t l11hed 1n and outaide th• 1•• Tht v1alt ot enl to ua• ta, th• :first 
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•rdto •••l06 1n Zltoair • in lo'fflO, 1A •4let,,1061n !•l• 1ht1l07 ew 1n 
I 

191'-&W.1 Sb1pheropoUlO a lutat.a . I reading the obi" niolea 1n the 

ti.rat ebrew ,-clagogio perlo 1oal " · peclagog• • finda nm 1 tellt a t th• 

10$ tlna by t. Cohen• P• 855 
104 ee Ye.tr• 1n e1d Baoht~uoh", o. 6-7 1 Jeruaalaa 6'10& 
105 S•• Sharfate1 "!h11otl B*hi•h", • 187•8 
106 B\lelutohno• 't o • . IO., 1902 
107 Ibid U 
108 pe Vol . 1., P• 
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discussion at that conforence on the moanittg of diseiplino, the negative aspects 

of pl1rrlshment, the nature of play and song, points to an appre¢iation or Froebelis1t1 

and a quest for its application with the very young. "L•Hityale.id11 and ''l .tHi e1tn 

(to a.et. a.s infants with the infants and to act as little children with the 

children)• the two t chwords of the conference, ore indicative o! the great 

influence of both Froebel and Pest lozzi on the modern Hebr t chers . 

2. -r;o1stoz•s Influence 

Tolstoy, aa is known, wa a great lover of his people .. In working for the 

common people, he was aware or their ignorance. He maintained that despite their 

"c-ontemptible side" they were iilovable0 people; groping towards the light .. They 

were waiting, as it W¢re, for lender or leaders to sh0tr them the way,,, Tolstoy 

opened a school for the poor pea ants, endeavoring to understand their needs and 

help them sati fy these needs through education-. He abandoned hi aristoeratio 

position in society and gave all of his lents and th for the serVice of the 

co . on people . While it is true that his L'.J3otiei m 1ras ining ma tery over hie 

i ntellect, he :as nonetheless exerting a gre t influence upon the entire Russian 

intelligentsia. 

The Jel'lish intellectuals wer also imprea ed with Tolstoyts ideas . The,1 -

too; saw in him tbe new dreamer of a world without hate. His first novel, 

"A Russian Landlord", 'Wilich dealt with the eternal oonfliet. betwe n tho al 

of the prophet and the inditferenee of the publle, appealed especially to sone 

of tho nationalist.a . For in that novel Tolstoy depiets the helplessness ot the 

peasants ffl'lo ean understand ch a pheno enon as a tyrant mo beats them, but 

who ar& su icious of a friendly m ster i'lho is kind to them and cannot 

reoognize in nim their true friend. The Jewish intell igentsia saw in that 



... , _ 
I ... 

t=mn~e1ffl to a aiiid.J.ar in h1 

.... thei.r· a:utt, d.aa, .. ,_, ..... 

..,. .......... -..v to 'l"G(IO.P.1'11 

·-u~ only, 8vuai;rs..i.i.~ 

whm a ·ohild 

- YiU do - 1n all Dr«iibatd , .. , 
!" th.ft,_ . e tmr,1rt:NMI 

· sin eed 

lt •119) 

• . n 

0 . ... 



{ 

- 63 • 

C llens• , $ 

:t,-t-s ., 

•• , Tl.t!IIIJ]~llU tba: ... HI' '1IUI-

not, 

t ·aabi -1n 

z in 99 

st~Slll:?1~110t'lliM ot -

... 

d d,NIJEIJ'I f. 

th 



, - .• 

C ·ClGOadence· . of d -

Zi 

'fr-7) who a t. o 

It 

1a 

fJ t 

J 

it ( 'lo Yo ), 

' .. 



r.lt. ot t · r (ch!l 111 ) • "the nation, 

tor 

t. i e e nat 

oe not • •• It. io cli 

· ia tull ot o 

l 

l, too . .1 ot n8':i~m.~"i!i ~)®t::te 

Qlili~~•a t 

ics• . t h! 

in t ount.ry, 

child 

ch 

~t 

fou din hi C 

t t..ool 

tu • \be 

ti . · 1.ftne 

.ond 

l'1 indlnduality, 

nd 

d no l.n 

M r +. . 

.i.1,cnal d ation t t tft!:7 t 

tl t our d.erll,Effln !or, t 

of' 

l 

V 

• 
11 

se 

a t " 
g t'&l ... 

? • • An 

th "So et,.-. 

• 



- -

1 8 

• 

-

-
t ., 

• wit · 

a.-na'11J1.G- or instw.eti n 1 ot "80esei ~ the ye~lv, th rr studie• 

o~mi ed nd aJ"t'Uged. in order to oontoa to the chua terlati• lit 
~o . 

11 edlf o~ eaoh country-, that 1n • lo u the J'ffl1h atladana are _ancomed, 

th• epr!TG th• ot those inhel'Ct nat1onall tto tnltat u ~ 11111tioned,. 

lfh1ch app~ t.o a.ll . tudfllte ot natl na who li•e a n 19&1 W • fhat 1a there­

dn,el.op in av aona the Hebrew utt nal 

r oalwi tt 

branch 1s t co ree oui- n tion l lan and li tara ure. :v, to wt th 
"OWL S '4 JJ..,c.r,:C.,,.;t­

•ll ou~ lligh~ to ee to it tbat tin a,,f 116\ ell our ohildNt'l •• ... ,a Ve Vie 



Kk0ftclf,1'Ab . 
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ao · ea11 t n thi.a wq onl7 can w create tbat o,..tc bond b en the tndt:Yi• 

daal and: h1• national gl"Oup, ·it is on]a' thi bond and not.hi else that 1• 

capab ot producing in tba tutui,1 the wb4>leec:ae natlu'al.-. t n whaa t he el. · 

C Mt •t 

tud nts ot · · ~ · re nt 

We an not liPQ1d.ng abollt toaobin1 the ~brow lAt.nat&al• 1n a pld.J.o ogloal 

wv. u i s t h cult• 1n the ~ with ngards to lat1n. In all our 

schoola and luldar1Jll Metukatd.ll wh re ebNW ia taught aaco~ g to our 8QUI.,.,_ 
. , .. , .. hwc,f-

al bf ct · · e, ~ ta, th 1 t and lut of th r stu • • e ,. 
~ 

ot int,..,...lnT..,.,.. t t our children shoul d know: the .4iy JUlea ,of etymolo and 
tvc. w4""'tf,~..., ~ 

gn1 · ar, these edericw toJIU ot language, ••• -. a sow t liv.tn · epil"J.t ,. 
wbioh 1 in the ebrw ~•, which 1• tied up With the spirit ot the 

people and with the aul'tlU'al oNativtt,- t~ ouMndfr ot ,-.,.. •. Our na,1ona1 

ton · e, while it ce.aa · bein a en tongue, did not ceased loping ~l'CJII 

t reu in the 

qcho· cal .t,u.icUon oL ~. and tbara 1a ev n a achool thought 

.ha· -1nk1.ns that lanpaae u., ··tett th~ ht and not noe -nna.•120) 

lio) , 'na.ii&ii V •Ha.obi · h• u lie tton ot Ivnah of 
ff"•Ml•t-, I~ z. p . 
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G, THE EDUCATIONAL OB CTIVES OF TBE BEDER .UXAN 

Th t Ahad Ha.am•e philosophy of J ieh life generally. an hi Ti wpo1nts on educa­

tion in partioule.r. s well t.s the education l theories ot Peat loni. Froebel and 

Tolstoy, playe an iffl ortant role 1n the formulation of thee ucat1onal objeotiv s of 

the Beder · etukan, w111 become evident fro a analysis of the e uo tional bjeeti es of 

the new school. After period ot aoul searching nd stock takin , nd t'ter 10 years 

of trial a err~r in the ~ork o the Hod r Metuk&n, thee ohjeetives were clearly 

d•t ned and torm.ul te • But it must be point d out nt the outs tit t t the 5. s n 1 

functions of the 'Re · r Metukan as pro ulgat d by its founders were related to education• 

al praotice in few r6 a only . 1th all ood ntentions on the rt of - rents, lay 

lea era. the Zi nht roups, nd the te ohere; the sohool le. ge 1:ohind the eduoat1on l 

obj ctives promul~ted by it theoret1otan. 'hat ore theoe objectives? 

A. To infuse all of Jewiah e uo tion with the r dth of life by tr nsformin~ 

th• bookish Hebr w i to a livin~. vibrant. spoken lenguage . Through Hebrew t Jewish 

nation l renaiss noe will be ore geein• and mor eaningful . The r vival of he 

langua e is to take laoe in the school . Fro there it will r oh the hom nd the 

entire eo unity. (See role f Bebrew· in another eotion). 

n. To or te a synthesis of Jew an . an~ Heretofore 11 educ tion in Jewiah school 

was pri rily reli ioua. with no relation to the world of thou h~ an eonte porary 

lite . On th other ha-'• all h nietio or · secular eduoation in Crown schools or in 

non- Jewish school h d no relationship to Jews nd Judaism. Thia d lis rosulted 

in confusion, disharmony and in poor edu ation ror the ehll • The ne d to hUll".&nile 

Jewish education by introduoing ·all human elements th t were in the past rele ated 

to other types of eohools. oatly un er non-J wish auspices. beoa • biper tive . 

R moved from the strea of life., th Jewi h schools produce theologioiana. ghetto 

Jews, but not balanced personalities. It is, ther Jor, 1 plied in the very 

nature of this analyeia t t the ne schools would have to o y with thia 

dualis • e will have to nurture our youth by ourselves, all of the per-

i • ·.,, .,. 
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of physical illne • wbioh .atfeots mentality and oharaoter . e se tre uently 

laok of attention which interter s with re ,ular study, but very fr us tly it 

it due to poor hearing. Then too, l a&ineaa ay be a direot retult of .mn 1 

fatigue which in tum y b th after •ffeot of illneas ••• Education thus 

bids u to ave, 1n ad 1tion top rent and teach r, also physician. " 126) · 

ext to the phy ioi n's ore there is a need for f;)y:mnast'ioe inan or erly n 

systematic manner. It i als seential to v play, proxi itywith nature, 

so• manual work , and ?tloularly walks and outi •• If one b r in ind th~ 

.fact th t e rly Zioni t 11 t rature (Hebrew ro .ntlo1 sm) gave so much att ntion 

to the need !'or strengthenin "the weak Jewish dy and that the 810 f..n . of " iyeh 

k'ohol Hagoyim« 126) inpli als physic 1 fitness, we oan re dily \U1deret d the 

inclu$ion of . hys1oal eduoation n the eo ool latfor as anothe major eduoat~o l 

objeoti w. A to the a a of aest et1os, it s maintained tr~t the cultivation of 

the aeathetio tenden.otee of the individual ia an important phase of the n41" uoation. 

Aesthetic eduo tion was oono ived both s a and an end . A means, in o er 

to ev lop th i ginary d ore tiv• faculties of tho i dividual and a• n end in 

itself -to afford opportunities to live in an tmosphere of beauty and joy. The new 

aohoo l was to eno urar,e its atudenta toe e in re.wing, musi, n declamations c£ 

poet ry. The school should bin~ its pupil into oo tact with objects of rt. It a -believed that no .1eets of art will strengthen tho aeath tic feelin an the i in -

tion and will purify nd deve op oo t ste". Son ,e, ra , -arts ni crafts nd p etry 

wor consequently to be inoltded in tho school pro~ram. 

S !ARY The above ex mination of the eduoati nal objeotives y be rbed by 

quoting fro an ppeal top rants, which app nred in th9 public tin of the araaw 

125) Rapeda .o~, Vol 2, P• 162 
126) Let us bo like other peoples 
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Heder ttetukan program. entitles "Progra L'Fa 1 h Shnot Balimudi b'llo¾arim 

}!arnotu anim". It e,alled the ".;tention or the parents to th SJ1 of the ohool. 

"to give complote nr! effeotivo oduo£-.:.t1on; Knowledge of Hebr and eneral 

etu ieo (the quivalent of t o yt· rs in a gymna ium) 1n a hort {6-6 yeal"s) period 

of time; to develop in th child a lov .for our language nd our culture - Child­

hood. nd N tur 11 m (Y ldut V'Teviut) in a Hebr form - these are the wor s oarved 

in on th banner of th B d r etukan". 

B• THE ROIZ 

ven before the i-g r::.oa of the t3'na1 · ah wbo laid stress on H brew as a 

jor tduoat1onal factor in the oultur-al ~•vival of nd Judaia1ri,. the Hebrew 

langua e and its use and tudy becema re l id al. onieta of Hebr..-

a on tbe nat1one.l1st-oriented sk1lim gr from day to d Y• Tho you national• 

iat1 in particular (the autod.1d.&ots. th olf~ex1led university etudonts in Germany 

and in Switzerland. and the "enli btened" Yea ivah 1tudents) havo perai tently and 

"'1b'bornly a hered to a polioy of self-discipline and spoke aa:>ng themaelve• Rebrn 

only. ' ny e. Kebrew-apeak!.ng olub 0Ull8 
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• n, • 36 



- • · 

8J' tulaulJ U he 01 ll Jdraatol', &I 

actt'ri. e• ot ti. JIOdant· ICihool. 

aad•in 

~~1C11)11HCI i 

h 

or•, .. • 
W ~M'llE:!?Ct ,,_ _t, 

e-.An1 

• 

· o et 

lh4)Hat:,e a~, Val. I, 

'"~(~~\~--~ .. 
# J l l 

r ..,.lf) 

he •--• that IUl"J'O 

T ~ · I S 

· on fa all 

t ~11 (elu 

--
t up 

,., . 

uutemn.nt 



.I ... 80 -
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POQrth Year .. 

SubjectsJ HEBREW 

a 

• Reading on tters of science, hietK>ry; geography 

t:rom ,an. anthology-J continuation of discussion on 

sc:ientific jubjectsJ composition of stories., 

"Opisaniya" (Beshreibung); Anst1er to questions · .a 

per schedule; learning of poems and drama.tie pieces; 

Orammeri systematic course in grammar, Etymology and 

Syntax 

BIBLE - Deuteronomy with selections f'rom Rashi.; Esekie1; 

El:t'ah and Nehemiah) Jeremiah• and Lamentations 

HISTORY • From the Gaonio period to the Expulsion from Spain 

GEOGRAPHY - Phyaieal nd Political geograp Palestinograpby 

EXPLANATION OF PRAYERS - The prayers of Sabbath and Festivals 

Textbooks J Lfany are not available 

Rema:rkl O,r.1.ng to the fillet that pod textbooks are not a to be 

found, we thought it unnecessary to list the .few that are 

available,, because it. is to be hoped that in time new and 

good texts will be p,1blished th t w.:U1 truly fit their tu.notion. 
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who worked in h mod Hebrew soboole, other teac n o 
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ntll' ene deep am unaltenbl plan• ~ &u,truot1on ot tw r,tb1l\ 
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by t ch l"t u1 ·1c1ren 

« 
r o f ale · ri l;r or 

y uth 

" "rini It , 
I l fo in· 1896 04 

2 9 
240) 

l} 

2) 

pt, 

he 

·n public and .. c 

1 tory of the llf: o th() 

) 
I 

nt. find 
) In 

book · S bli hed tor th 

boo 

or hildron d 
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eto a and ethical di$ccnm,os 

-.ut. ~UJ;Qr, and othe • fh Mn 

· of a chil . · •• WMkl;,-"0 1 dt 

r and Sh. lt. 1"Clon, Wh:1.o · ordtn to th oonwuB>O:l'8JY crt ti.ca 

in 114 oontent, toa and oil"OUlatioo all othel' ch1.iuu,-..... • litenture 

t a"Ot,emNtG. in he unora• • !hJ) . ot ao t taien·~m have 

B d 

r n.~llluaflf .. 'lf7 otb •· Thie U tual. 0 

. 1n the liadari etuJtwa <• 
In 1911 two n• bliahin houea n 

d Tel AT!.1" 

o er 18 th peo al child · •t: 11 blicat.ione, " 

e 

ohi•tt (a l'ioe of 25 

i ) "Bit181'11a" (a em 
lt• 24h) (270 un1ta). 

ot · unite) and •BS.Jau'1.a• d 

ael"1 t. , , ed1ted b.r the tour mton · · allk, :vni.t k:Ln, 

rtnaio-, . l>li•hed a n•ber ot tedbooka ( 1~ ~- - .... v 

and the collection ~ tM ortginal -,r1m ot th 

Ya C1'I , I de I ch 

ch w w re d b th students o . th hi h r g • ~ They lot 

to't' 

ot 

nuaber ot WOl'ld cluaioa into lfebJ"ewJ- thus openin a door to world l1teratun 

tor t e Heb n 70uth. It 1 S.pol'tant: to no t \ mo t of the ohild- l / 
ren•s U:teratun appeared on t .eoen at the twill ht period 1n · Uta ot 

fGJ) Rat afi RaliMt 
2u4) l i , • ~ 2 
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0 ~ CRITIQUE Q T 

led ol"ltici at th door ot t er 

t kan. 

the v 

natUJ'e o a lt-c t1c1 wh ch • s voic b,?' 

so l nd the i olo • 

th orJ.tiqu of th o 

ho•e who 

Heb ............. ~ f the Yiddiehiata• 

t.o tou 1n t . c 

&1.".l(>llf? the ortho• 

ot then 

............. n ed aa81!;11lat.1onata and the old 

vest inte ta n~!.lmn' t ,-.. ... 1!11 th new hool. The 

t nda, which a,. wmaec up, class tied two oat,e... 

rieu l) t ac l's di re ot 1'ahlit or t pr. t1o _ - in du- t­

rained i.ch n oation, 1.e . p,l"Ol)aJ'a't.ion tor lit and 2) the lack otoompe 

to 

1 

C 

t . 

"'lll f urth Y, r ~ U9 

convinced that th proble 

tha we ca ot de nd on the 

r 

i aw:ys t 11 to ea1;.u 

t th third and on, the chi 

, n ot 

t wol"J7tt • writ a a. A. ta 24S) e b 

( ahllt) ie our t t trouble, 

rent , nor on th Zionists, who ro­

rade 

e too hu a good 

bent av, . 

r or rivate eehools to •eek "1'i t", w r to be 

ssion to a Qft1J&Et1ua. In th lourt;h y r w hav onq five 

or e x t dents en.. r" which 

would r,ea,ome a re 1 f"olk-eohool w1 v-n, ... r:K • sh r 

utopia er II tukan, 
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ft r it · rt n , 
a one~ l school, becm•~u oft ot ou tio l lit, • In 

that ot r chool 

tion of th who 

its 

t t 

t tor lit • 

r., 

blic, 

or t 

tical and 

or 

u no lo r b 

to the lture ot t 

0 

t • dittioulv. 

d r et 

(? t) .. 

theneed.8 o~ the new t 

,eocxne t n t e nca-

tudents ~ th r lletukan" tt 246) 

t Hod :r ld not 

· o am. t1onal struo n• ac ool eou d no\ 

eno ea 

a ooblho 

to thesti 11 ot 

o ot 

tudent, 

later, a coll 

nt. n 

well aa 

t andin , 

wuld b oro prae­

r oubt in ~uta•a 

on t 

lt '1-e, 

but nst 

o Zuta int to 

u .in 191.6 2h?). 

t 

lltlQ,U!Pu. troll actual 11.t • The pcc~::11r.1o,,c and 

. d ot eutt: • not me 

• ftnal. ana,~81• both th old the 

-

en]T ma t ra" (spiritual v luea) . letther .... 

ortb,y n ton ot e 'bi l matmo•r1 · ot th 

'JiMlll9IIIIIJ.) 1n Ua;J:"fiD:lllll, Ocl 84i 1916 
pp. $9 ~ 
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:rtane tot 

wbos 1n1.te nat onall tic 

their· children \o th 

rlt the · 

e. onq 

IJll:J\laK1"7g;J.0 goal.a 

on)3 • , oth the 

. '•• t e 

"' · a1nst "iabba.tb11 lit • They di.a al'd all th t which is · 

not related to religion o+ tionaliem. • 

It t · t Mr. lm.iko '1'1 too; c n eee the Wide lt t . t sted 

Ian did not 

Judaic .con ettt (tor thb scho tto &chit\lY• 
· nta int 11 r) nor 1n te · · of 1 te reanonld.bili ty 

•• ._. it as a school UJ')l"Ooted t r al life, 

. ·• A,. • ld.tsbita, 248) t e dwotod friend ot the H er ukart, 

whoa · 1a 11 known,, 
. 

· er lletuJc:an bu bec<m a echool tor 

( 1 • , . C ·· • 

o 'f'i ot t,heehild '• uc tio l develota t." ~ · official ot the 

Eor t ----· l18ht ta!lnt, Dr. x_ r , 249}wbo end:]1' to 

Gnt a an 1n it t b .in 1nrr& of 1 · bl'W nat onal . hool1 

t t d temn~ t ct.or, t tott n 

1ffl tt M t 1.9 J or eia 

te two 



It 1 &PJ)aNnt th t to th acbool'a inabili to 1 lud tn 1ta 

rticu 

literatu , although it ott :d s oE th 

Hebr or 1n am.an, did not f'ultiU it 

............ ;;;;;,;;,,,w well roim eel ectuoat1on. Thus he e 

bj ts 1th 

t ot t,'1' 11 t . 

• 

• 

llet:ulalm1 t t o~ 

to t e conolus.ton that •t 

t new 

1fithout wh 

hu 

ff er a 

t of 

lao o l tolk-te Autilauu.), 

so 1. 2SO) Tbq il:ll~UHU. t t tb Zioniata t 

·ents 

top e th 

new to uA9\nfnl1"', on a bi plane. " !be,y also ma.tntatned 

th t ol tublomtd teaobeF,. r,en, 1t he to unc::arc!O onar•-

or 

new 

t 

and th 

t 1deali•te, t writers, t 

.taken 

orl.:.r:!.=,- meuacn.a, t olati in t ddtah 

· !aha, Im talrla as iee "' t zria e1n• .. 

-

-
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OV r ht th t her Qf Ivrit B•Ivrtt, lled th 
I 

t ts of liv lihood, th tr sk:111 • n t 

and nati al conaciousne s . 1nto o 

rt and 

chool th 

'Ivrit all 

t kind ot o lataniSIIIJ t estroy With t ir I vri.t 

t ia ood 1 our . d it 1 t t 

t ort.hodox op 

th 1"ll n tea.t!hnftl 

e 

~'UHoCLv 1 d1oated in 

t slft th 

not loneq 

1"18 

" 251) 

-- ) . 
• 

train t otoompetmt t r,s oocue a r l o1'1o1tcal pnbl • 

int to 

t a1 

ends. 

In a cm1oonienta• o ,, 
· • om.at cri 

d t t. 1 . :ve .no c. tnl !,,IJ.C•"-'"" 

st 53) s ~• ot 

252) 
ti 11- Thi robl con-

81" 

.cJ"lti • was muoh mo U'tieulat • e 

tho. it 1ao 

0 1" u: dies. 

cert n 

d 

-
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t to 
r 

r, o t :t ,. 
sho 

ot n, which 1'1ll · r to le-

dw eds ot the 

ehools ( B uarnm) s o l d t h . r li · ow, ebools1 Wt'N!l,.!;1 

( aklutehi lno) subj ota ol t'atth . ~ 1.aw· 11.N taughta Hebl"Olf 

bli a 1f poa ib I th 

t l)1"8 rab i n the ton e 

e c ola 

ho l d be s f ]¥ uoh el t the 

ptri. tU&l eds of mo · m J • On]3' euch echoola b&'f'e a raison t 

only' 8U h s hoole should receiY cour • nnc:,r.-. · t t s liadarla 

tukanim whi+ro brought forth by the · em nationalist mo · t ., and have 

as t t t d root.a 'n t t ·, b maftses, - t e choola 

oan t plao ot t ~ old • 'in: rare ua a oftl1'. " Th bov i e., .of 

course., critical ao ~ by an anti tiOJ'UI at sian J , who was in J!l,.t-

wit no 

, .. 
tor• 

Ont 

0~ the 

hi to " otd. 

t ukan onst1\u 

n• with a 

• 1 ht kindle 

duoat1 , 

• 

oe it 11 important to ,..._. th1 thr t by 

ous fnst tut1on. 

, threw r~ ~ • t to 1i t s o 

with t he na Ian-•m r. • ad 1n du• oat 2.51') that in t 11111· ""°'m of 

-

-



B er 

tho of 

ho 

A 

to th 

I 

• tob 

rabt • F<n' th 

11w · i ther plaoe n~ t11:le ci 

t l uden 

o th 

tor he et tt 1-. (ffol"llh 

1- (To1'b Sh'Balpeh)J 

e&Yoree to imbue th chtl n 

t pro · new culture-• 2SI) In th oity of Lida, at a 

newq establish bi, hb1 inee, the son o the b1 

ti.on and -
to .d d all old -
tour eo l n b with 

:wb ch to mat,•2>7) 

• t the nan- om.sta frmta amcing ~-..... ~ -~,..,__~.,_tionist•, 

oial unitorma tor th atndenta of th 
t School ~-""" in Yekaten.nosln d it 

t ~ 
t 1 4 7~, 1 . 11 also t ·Jd ra , o •. 76, 901 

o , V 1. 9, ~ . ) ., P• 61,,o 

kanwaa 
n t to 

, .. 
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th n ti 

w ·, ld. l1m1 t t'h 

in bj o - only, hileth -
t t s1 te point f vi 

for J th • t B der 

• 

Ano r e 

w t) lmnll'Hr:u!lnt of Yidd.ishi • 

ot t d) in 97, t e Yiddish J.SnJ~re 

b to rve a 08G Of C l"Jl'Ying O OCi list 1'0 3rlda 

on t ot ra gic us 

y · e e netd d t t 

or Yid h l1 ratu which by l90S • l.ro e. 

In il tion to th d and• 

an guage .. th 

2 

2 

260) 

· ) .. join t ranks of t 

eh 

d th 

or the 

11 · 258) 

the Sooialist 
Yi eh. 

ot Uament ) 
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•• • t t t 

ltu 1 coll i va group 

t 263) . . 
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Yiddi b Cul~ri. • he 

1 

t be C 

te led. to intffl 

inclu81.on ot Yid.dieh in the progra of th 

by the 

o th 

school, 

Yt 

t 

onl.y o 

liter. 

of 

• ?.64) In. the cs t t d loped i 

bee 

~ not spok lan 

SU j t cn.tlci 

ot the !tdd1sh1et 

1 ,ts 

on 

r tukan.t which p · etuat 

e, tends to rmine the v 

tolk...eehool, in which all inatruotion must · 

th Yt 

by Ch. 

h1 ' -
... 

red -

n s 
_ 1 

\ 

_, 
1n 

-

tel"8bur . 



into sta p 

t ) 

oole 

ko k a 

· .. llil· • 

nst t new ehool. 

ton did these 

local authol'! 

... , 

8C 1 . 

,. 

o the OOt"lllun:tt,y t who undertook 

ten • ot wbioh th re 

loc 

the 1nterv on ot 

ew . cbool 

A Ve inte . 3.tled leu 

r joy :ln lite. 

re was ala'o • loneb' ot obj tiv a 

City WUIUV of the J 

th of th politi gr , bee111e ao 

t ?t la 

little 

in 

one 

.>1,r 

d 

with 
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th the r of th Soc1 

or ,. 
nt 1y in the • ~, Inth t rial t 

-ot de!>ctr.t.natrt•,. here entered. into our scu sion 

ct on• t d i't'.t\1,._. polemic. or a poll. c 1 bjeetift 

• ct t taet t !\ the achool'a g04ll 1s ~ one• 

t t . 8 cation., An o ot a n nt •oth r ctions 

t t no latio Shi to uc tion. To tum t he o _ ol into a 

maims , to achi ot :r goals, no matt r hOlf 1 rtant and 1> ous t: 

to · s, ld b tantam,ountto unde n1ng the Y ry · rinoiplea of e t10ft ,. , • 

'I' all 0£ 1ta atten\1.on to matters o'l educ tton on)T, 

i . e. t d lo:rxnen.t of t tal d thical ac lti · o t h tud t . Arq 

ation this ~would II to abandon the lit- ......... peaition ot the 

school; which ex:s.ata aoleq t ~ the realiu.Uon 

r1can 

t , 1 r or o datton or 

th em J • ah •aohool in the pon~ made a odtical •tat& t 1 which 1• 

aJdJl in splri t to th tori..-1 in he nreyalaV"a · la. He -14," ' der 

tukan d ot s k to, o te mov · t tor a aohool, but a school f or a 

C1"I nt. I t, th reto:re, bro t no 10hool...atasion in J'owiah ld, not-

=•u..i.uH, tie to $ d ntnnlUDS e It did not elo an M.· l con-

t1 

nal1 - th ·on.ng toJJC of he r kan - cannot t a n:, 1n 

th :realm or au.\.ui& l prooeaaea,. bectaue t h1a ra (nat1onaliam) s troa 

16§) EYereysia;a Shkola1 Vol. 1, ~11 Jan.1903, st. P n 



ot r aourc Qf IlWllNlll 

( •> in a school IIO'l''oat:nm 

naluation et the e4uo tonal 

• 
1 tic sp l'it nd 1 O) 

wid . preatt. 

critique, 

in-espeotin ot 

tact that it 

n ·ty ~ 1 ndicat Ye of t 

l 

·oher 

a better 

h, . ......... -.1 to th, 

1.-v ... , ...... ·. wt t t • l'lat onal,. 

•rJ.ta or t de rita of th oppoeition•a 

praotiaal~ all segiments of th 

la e ot inc n t er 

in th lit, , ot the Jewish 001imml1·ty d 1 t o :tr! ti.one 

tion of th J ah school eystea. 

I oJ!'d r to e the Talldit7 of th er!. que, as pr ented 1n t.he p 

rtoua obap\ , • eball now ~•• and w.al te on th bats ot· th en.~ 

d o• u__,led• t a eahi f:1191'1t,fmd f'ailuna ot the new eohc,ol• 

ea· 11 t • 

educ ti.on ~ en laYed to tnadit1onJ 1 t &ued not dm. te • · the ag hmg· 

ace ted no • 'lba Improved r cball ed. tradition, broke th ha.ins ot 

nt C c onangeu, ON 1 ton t tut ot 

J s educ: t1on in th J sh world was 11' ry igni..ticant. -it 

ot the o gee which l"ffoltttionised J ah eduo timt 

270) Die ma Yidtahe Shul, by L. t.abft>..r, Bewr Yol"k 192?• P• 2,-ah. 



... . ot Inst - timn T en tural bod in bing 

• 

.. 

... 

on aeon,, t Ph tto tbo4 in 

di 

. ' 14 ter&tUft tor- enjo.,able Beading 

attlcatton ot ftudell'-

I• esaee and ~oulv aott"flU ( IVldoal eel ti.on, 

, muu:u,• aaa, ti , eatlnl celerat1on•1 to,.) 

h. R:t.atory u an 1 . rt.ant nbJ \ 

1. Same ral aubject• taugbt 1n Hebrew '(Alitl'mtetic d Ra ' 

tudy) 

TM.a imonhodox appl'Oach to education .... u w baTe • • aubjeo1) 

to critict-. And yet 1 t nati tuted pattenl tor all typea ot choola 

that uoe• in 'th• ~ period, • pattem whioh •• 1'oll ow educational 

lead.-. throughoUt the Jen 11Wld. B,ilft th• ul~bodmc aohoola ot l>Ola.. 

t"allor 

e~t M 

t urr.tcula o~ · in tlea 

w1 t h t eu.rrloullm of the n . r 11atm1am in the ninett•, would t:lnd not 

onl.1' t ebdlarl ty-• but eat 1• equall1' illpol'1iant,- an el..-it ot . cor"1Jm1t,-, 
as ·t ou he 1&1.1ud .,.. __ "k ot t u.s • w me of t helrs ~ th 

kan.- (a A ~) 

; . 

..-- .,, 



.. boi' 

nized too chin ,rote on. ®h.ool not on:q et up high stand-

mn,, but atuac-t t b . t q,ualift onn • 

_.._..,..,._,ea · tor qualifl.ed ao re, by g1 Vi ch 

eaet aabool pJNlt and, abcw au, ~ ;Lca..1. recognit.1.on, 

l'8Ct '"""'"'""'·' ... "" 

l"SO l. It -~¥1"1mn,~+.Al tion er people 

who 

81 

l'Olfth ,botb 

r a 1l1ng · d for some ot t old Hect r, rae:u· mxt.'.l!.m1 who 

erto 

rwed H r 1614 th 

0 

t tit tho new school. 

ar'.cy' protea­

.., to'I! 'IJOt sional 

tukan toat · the ere t on ot children'• ae ll ae 

or the tint t in the histor.Y ot J . ah education, 

speci 

the t 

z1.n.1 text rat rt.all and baob :re blia cfor obi n by 

elft8. 12:r TX>rtmlt 1s th -,t that th e teachera 

tter. en, 

• 
bl t ep tatio 11 · ed tional idea.a cur tin t.h& non-Jowiah 

world, and conriitut~ a tribllnal to» the• Sebrelr edue ti nal l aderahip to 

4. 
u 1 

into b 

l;r • all majOl" 1asuea in J ah eduoat1on. 

tukan ta l1ah t ri t of rls to Jerish educaticn, -
t of bo,ra. This 1a ant er"tir t" in J iah c tion tha ca• --

due to the ettorta of the netr sch~ The f.mt>Ortanc t rlst edu-



• lh6 .. 

cation, wu ncognteed and the Reder ~etukan 1l&de prcw.i•fone for 1t• &1.thor 

throu h t or ani .tlon ot speoial olaaaea for gtr le, or through 1ntr«tucM.on 

a 

s. 
opeoial 

t t t his !.mu:w ttan ns llOt1 · ted by the . 

also in i te lf',, 

-

i n co otion with OUl' ~• ot t aohiev ta ot 

it 1a i11 rtant to . !nt out t. natuN of thia 11n81ffl ". 

l 

did not h Hebr• ae a l.arligmt,a ot the language was 

Slllt t lon · a uduowJ 9t of all 

Ta ,, etc) Cons u111tl1', only' t hoae tud nta who 

r subj 

ohed t 

• . t 

at 

s,T..a, .. _ ot B er or ti shi fth atu<t,, would · t to know the Hebrar .lalll£WIA9• 

In e B er lletulam1 to quot tJ!'Ol'I . • Wahl ts•s f•Oltl• a-, • Hahetler1', 

the etu ot Hebl'• •wu not a 9181 to\al or• b,y..prcxhlot ot ll ot r atudiea, 

but :min . and re ti.on or it.• ?bi fundamental pri iple beoaDIJ 

' the eomerat.one ot 11 activity ,and ude aaible the ~•al o t h l.angl,tage 

ae a spoken language - for in 11 tenture th• ~ bad never died. 

6. tO'I' the 

J 

'4 a ai tive attitude tar · J eh nation ·•• i t nonethe.l 

t e rtanca of secular atud1 s d ndeoored, thou UlUllWJClfJ88fullT1 to 

ntroduce aa J11Uoh of lt u poaBiblAI into 1ta PJ'OilA~ This n.rat atT.-- to 

comb1n• Judaic d secular culture in one 

.-· 



to 

Pal atine d tor th all 

.. lh? • 

a 

Ti ut sch 

tor he &lb 

. 
l o ft ld» d though on the bit -side ol t B r 

in Jeri,s ecltto tion. 

. 

l in 

tn t • un~ 

7. the r tukan exerted • 'YfJ'l:Y posi ti vo 1nf'lueooe on th TalJlud 

orah. The Talmud Torah ... pablic SnetttuUon ooul4 not. SC$J)8 th int -

mnin eat! n wh e 

' '00a1tions n the radual:cy, 

eb 

to occuw a · lace ot dietinotion 1n aome'l'allaud forahe. 1b n• t tbookB 

tound a place tho.re and in certain sohoola fferl the natural t od WU il'ltro­

oed. 

t re t en the ta.tlureat 

crttice ot th nw 11ehool and 

panot ment oft 

as the :entation ot o otb area ot fa111U"8 1a n• in plaoe. 

'--1luru ot the .Bader +nm 
- 0 ' ~ 

1. It lllde t• Pl'O'ri•l • U , tor a 

not , the 

o is 

an , u J)J"011U.lpted by the ptoneen of th school, ruaained an objective · 

,.at to b attained,. The achool laid stress on "J-" and wae not able to tau. 

a re of t needs of' • • • It• eluates bad to acqui the owled o and 
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skills ot a ~tical "outsid of th H r, in ol'd r to 

ke adjus nte to 11.1 · in, . de t • 

ee ru;t ad ot • 

· tot 0 

ainit7~ By aemng onl,' certain •e,i:merxt• ot he J ah 001!11'.ttmi' wealt~ 

who c :tl t"ot'd to 

t 

by hart as ita sponaora the lcw of HeoJ"W 9ul • and th Ziontets on~, 

it tailed to become a r l oommu.nitv ,chool., The lieder et u · had ttle 

cont ct th the aaa 

1 ere 

e it> 

on the oth r . 

nal 

reOY r, it aema that th re 

m a or wit tho h • 8 t 

li ttl relat.t.on­

t · so ool con-

at1 tuted a ep,,ar te autooa.oue unit., oper. ting in an atmoenhl:•- ot l'O tici• 

an un lated to actual ill • with all 1 tumoil, di · nta ta and ltt»umt • • 

). The Beder tuku .tail.eel to c te that t · ot • following which 

,rould beooae concamod with t:h child e follower. ot the new echoola 

Thia objeoti ve J)1'80CCllpl the minds of intelligent PfY811t• 

H brew. 

hool 1q 

wo rs al e. did mt ve du con dent1cn 

e to th J , 

li tor i te exist ae.. l e nd no ovi:d. nee t :t w ·l<l indi-. 

cate that scueeione on probl8118 of child w ltaN held, an · that quaetione 

th ard to procedures and thods, ch1ldrents act1Yittoa, relation htpe,. 

with teachers, cooperation with the , were takm up. e find no denoe 

0 6Cll:JOO! with the 

the inc11T1dual child,. 1th 11 ood int tions to Ml.ate 
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d .to c te co~itiona int, 

students in h lpi th tind th ir-pl.ao• . in the world · 

c1al · t:ru, in t area ot vocati~ idano~ which ld 

people to und~rs d t . eoonanc p~bleu of the Jerish 

pnmare1a • ationally' to take t r place in aociety. 

.. 
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abov t tatlin point to the tact that th school 1'88 • trane­

i.tion school, whlob operated durin & trauition period Jffllri h life in 

ssia, 'Which 1n 1tselt •• undffgoing rapid ohange. 

OOBCLUSIO 

The lit ot the J otluaia du.ring the period und ration 

( lk>-1910) was bad in fl'&J/1' . spect• •nd bad ot oourH, lao in the eld 

ot · int 111 J. · co ld no lon ,...· d nd aole on ·vin 
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reali r.at1on .of the ZiMd.at, i eal ,r 

f\iture ot Jm.eh ·lit in ""ia. 
almr eel the oorrfiction that th 

sade Me si did t an could not bri aalv: tion trt, ml.gbt., · . i t ure. 

1'. t he need tor a par\lal solution • • ape....,.tiTe, even il' t t solution 1:>tt 

in t uf' a s,11bol al>Odrttur the aeeds ot the sal ation o cae. Thia 

v t to a ostile orld and stwre 

to t tb nse ol elt-worth. 
~ 

or t~ young r, intelli J• the ne 



or is wu 1rrea1a i'ble. the lon l'Oad fl'8edoa, 11 or bll 

bloeka · dieappo1nt.-•sr.a1 one bad to find a { 

whl.ch uld ha'tle aome ot th attributes ~ h sought-for i,e1:-maiaan·t sh lt 

kat 1f a/!J, nd t . j m endur&bl ,., shelt 

would pn:wid• . c i n ~be ___ ,_,,._ . aliza ion ot he onlst 

dream. 1 th He kn ealdng u~ .. 1n the 

nt ........... ,,_ of l.ahf Radalpts.on) . The -..m:t • J• HG1lNJ111, be 

Hellrcnr ha was t l lean , in ut. ( 

flt 

1nt.o t ureamt. It 'b«t-. 

the s l ,of• 1iber4ted '••· Tbrou h revival ot Hobra- one :tifi 

i elt tr1 th. · e ideal or· a · ..i n · a.a, te b e h 

in 1. 

The HAtt.u- Metukan baa thus bee . • the educational . aa· tener./ for th • ro,,,. 

motion of th. concept of tbia 11!11Dec11ate spiritual liberati n tb v bic:t. -
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t 

of natic., 1 hcae, to th poll t1cal · ord.e 

Vi• in th a li 

-,, s1• on the Hebrew language, a i o h it r . 1b all and d all' • • 

school .till a void in Jewi•h lil"eJ it till that void 111th th • 'ey'pe ot ro-. 

tio1aa which beca• a palpable aJ.ity- an hlUI ._n.t'lgful . d uplUting. 

· ool only',, t ts cont:r:t.bu 1an to Jew:teh 

; • . 
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life 1n t 1 enrlc nt Zion1•t . •ell• l1 tion bt' 

hi tone penpeotS.••• 

1Jl!)Ortanc" in addition to i 

the Bed~r Jl, • ..,. .. u-_ aottvated a 1IOd crlanation Witih gant to J, u 
d .St. tor tbe tomation of 

1n Palestine and 1n • DJ.as 

in h1sto17 u the \nmrd.Uon allhool wttb brid 

H l"t wbtch baa DOW praot1..._ ............ ~iUlP&NICl 

m brew .echool 

betlfven the old 
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