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The Heder Metukan

Abstract

Jewish education during the transition period in Jewish life in the three decades prior to the first world
war was going through a period of groping and trial before it found its true expression in the form of the
new Improved Heder. The Heder Metukan came into being because Jewish parents, teachers and
community leaders were struggling to find a positive form of modern Jewish living, which would satisfy
their needs as modern Jews dissatisfied with conditions as they were, but looking towards the future with
hope and with courage. The program of the new Heder, which was revolutionary in nature, exerted
influence on the youth of the Russian Jewish community, because it addressed itself to the actual needs
and problems of the day. It granted the past a place of importance, but concerned itself in larger measure
with the present and the future. It withstood the outside pressure of both the assimilationists and the
ultra-orthodox, and forged its own experience.
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FO ORD

Jawigh education during the tion period in Jewish life 4in the
three decades prior to the first world war was going through a period of
proving and trial bYefore 1t found its true expression in the form of the
new Improved Heder, The Heder Metukan came into being because Jewish pa-
rents, teachers and community leaders were struggling to find a positive
form of modern Jewish living, which would satisfy thelr needs as modern Jews
dissatisfied with conditions as they were, but looking towards the future
with hope and with courape, The program of the new Heder, which was revo-
Iluntionary in nature, exerted influence on the youth of the Russian Jewish
comunity, because it addressed itself to the ac @
the day., It granted the past a place of emed itself in
larger measure with the present and the future, It withztood the outside
pressure of both the assimilationists and the ultra~orthodox, and forged its

oWn experience,

In making the study of the Heder Metukan, we deemed it advisable to
preface our discussion of the subject by a brief survey of the major aspects
of Jawish 11fe in Russia at the end of the past century which led in the main
to the development of a new outlook on Jewish education, i.e. the political,
economie, and the cultural, Special attention was given to a review of Jewish
education during that period in order to sce more vividly the nevmess of ths
new school,

American Jewish 1life has not yet found its true expression, We seek
a type of 1life wherein the American modernmism and the authentic form of the
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