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Penultimate
From Voices in Captivity by Ibrahim

In our plight, we look back on history

by looking into our tattered school books,
damaged by the years of bombings and blockade.
And we realize, though we have always known,
that we are not the first to suffer so.

We look to you, the First People of the Americas,
and ask you for guidance and strength

to best cope with the loss of our lands,

of our culture, of our ways of life. We look to you,
because we know that they cover up your history

the way they continue to cover up ours, suffocating it
from the minds of the world's general population,
until we are no more.

We look to you, Japanese-Americans,

who understand what it is like to be relocated

in your own country against your will. To be taken

from your home, your business, your birthplaces,

and forced to live in shambles, in stables, like animals.

We look to you because we know that they altered the news
of your relocation to make it look as if" it were willfully done,
the way it's been done to us for decades.

We look to you for the strength to live another day.

We look to you, the other side of our coin,

the Black-American population.

We look to you because you too are too aware of having your pains,

experiences, discrimination, dehumanization, and your unjust murders

written oft’ as history but it is not history. It is today, it is tomorrow, it is next year,
and the year after for God knows how long. We look to you



because you know what it is like to not gain media attention for the injustices done unto you.
We look to you for an embrace.

They said these injustices would never happen again, some never stopped,
new ones continue to be carried out.

We look to you,
we look to you,
we look to you.
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