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Project 1: OER in 100-level “Critical Thinking”

• Develop OER materials for “Critical Thinking” course (PHI 112)
• Taught both online and face-to-face for the past 10 years (since 2015 at UAlbany).

• In this course students …
• Analyze (informally) arguments in terms of premises, conclusion(s), and levels of 

support
• Consider others’ viewpoints, charitably interpret them, and then assess them
• Avoid making and learn to spot fallacious reasoning…

• Course incorporates activities such as:
• Writing an argumentative essay in stages
• Examining realistic cases of reasoning (e.g., YouTube videos of debates and editorials 

in newspapers) – finding these is the most challenging part of prepping the course



Pricing for Two Critical Thinking Textbooks

$157

11e

$218

12e

$104



Lower-cost, reputable publishers like Oxford University 
Press and Hackett Publishing have explicitly positioned 
their offerings against the more expensive options.

For example, OUP in an email…

One response to this market

Email from OUP:  “…we invite you to 
compare the price and quality of our book to 
other books published for your course.”



Finding OER Textbooks – Two Options 

• The OUP book @ $49 is comparable to the more expensive options

• I was not convinced that there was pedagogical justification for the $49 
option and certainly not for the more expensive options.

• I found two OER alternatives (completely free, including problem sets):
• Cathal Woods (Virginia Wesleyan), Introduction to Reasoning

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-JtWIIJlOaFQmlVLWlrWXktbFE

• Brad Dowden (CSU-Sacramento), Logical Reasoning (previously published through 
Wadsworth but out of copyright)

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-JtWIIJlOaFQmlVLWlrWXktbFE
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0B-JtWIIJlOaFQmlVLWlrWXktbFE
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/d/dowdenb/




Long-term Goal: Remixing this OER Textbook

• I have been using the PDF in my course since 2015
1. Downside: not easy to use on mobile device/tablet

2. Downside: not as accessible

3. Downside: author had placed a restrictive license to prevent alterations

• Author relaxed licensing to CC-BY in 2017 edition
• I plan to remix this book, but this requires significant work

• This involves putting it into the Pressbooks format and adding my own 
material to chapter sections, exercises, case studies, and links to YouTube



EDITING INTERFACE



How the Pressbooks textbook looks for users...
• Accessible
• Easily viewed on mobile devices



Challenges for Project 1

• No supplementary course materials with this OER:
• High-cost textbooks come with a full suite of supplementary materials, such as 

auto-graded quizzes

• My experience with these publisher packages for Critical Thinking (PHI 112) 
and Introduction to Logic (PHI 210) is that they are of mixed quality

• Hosting – where does the remixed OER book live?
• Milne Publishing (SUNY OER) will host SUNY authors: textbooks.opensuny.org

• SUNY OER Services will print on an as-needed basis and students will pay cost + 
small markup in bookstore (I’ve done this for Project 2)



Project 2: OER for 17-18th Century Philosophy 
(300-level course)

• The Critical Thinking project has been driven by cost and quality.

• I regularly teach course that uses all primary texts (17-18th Century 
Philosophy)

• Problem with textbook market – no single anthology fits all the needs:
• Reflects only “canonical” authors
• Closest anthology includes much more than students need for the course

• Without OER, existing solution: students purchase 3 textbooks and rely on 
Blackboard PDFs for the rest (difficult for taking notes, remembering texts 
for class time, synthesizing ideas, etc.)



OER in 17-18th Century Philosophy

• An existing OER anthology (Modern Philosophy, compiled by Walter Ott of 
UVa) included most of the key authors I assign.

• Using Pressbooks, I’ve “remixed” this OER book by adding two authors:
• 17 chapters of Thomas Hobbes’s Leviathan (1651)
• 29 letters from Margaret Cavendish’s Philosophical Letters (1664)
• This took 25-30 hours to format the text from public domain

• Now for two semesters, students have used this remixed OER:
• A hard copy (printed by SUNY OER services) costs about $18 in campus bookstore
• A digital copy (I provide on Blackboard)



Challenges for Project 2

• There is still work to do (always!). For example, build an apparatus for 
these text additions.

• Take-away Ideas from Project 2: 
• “Payoff” for students can be more than cost (in this case they save $35): 

having a single, affordable printed copy that they get to keep is of great value, 
especially for historical texts

• Re-mixing and developing OER is a continuous process that continues long 
after the first “edition”

• Student feedback and feedback from colleagues continuously shape an OER
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