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PREFACE

THE fact that Increase Mather has a generally recog-
nized claim to be considered the greatest American
of his generation and the further fact that he was both a
leader and a representative figure in a most important and
too imperfectly studied period of the history of this nation,
have led to the writing of this book. Therefore I have tried
not only to give a “life”” of Mather, based upon all the ma-
terial now available, much of it unused before, but also to
retell in some measure the story of his time in New Eng-
land as it is revealed in the tale of the character and activ-
ity of its foremost citizen. If this double purpose mars my
work, considered purely as biography, I hope that it may
be justified to some extent as history, in so far as it serves
to shed more light on Puritan days in this country.

I have no illusions as to the completeness of the picture.
Mather bibliography I have left to more expert hands
than mine; I have made no attempt to go deeply into all
the problems of Congregational history raised by Mather’s
writings, nor have I tried to record every known fact about
his life. Errors and gaps there must be, but I hope that in
spite of them there is no essential point in Mather’s life
left quite untouched.

The footnotes are designed to give brief references to
the sources and authorities whence I have drawn my
conclusions. I hope that their presence may not prove
discouraging to those to whom notes always suggest “ped-
antry” or an intention to address scholars alone. It
seemed unwise to omit them, lest inconvenience be caused
to anyone specially interested in the subject of the book;
and I think that it is still entirely possible to read the text
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without being hindered in any way by the fact that the
notes have been printed for those who may care to refer
to them. For those who find the annotation inadequate
or desire further discussion of some controversies or prob-
lems, I offer a general reference to a thesis, “The Life and
Works of Increase Mather,” presented by me in 1923 to
the Faculty of Harvard University, and now deposited in
the Harvard University Library.

In quoting unpublished documents I have tried to re-
produce the originals so far as this is possible in type. In
the case of Mather’s own writing, however, ordinary sym-
bols do not always suffice to reproduce what he wrote, for
his abbreviations are curious, and, at times, he indulges in
what is virtually shorthand. At times, too, the illegibility
of his manuscripts makes it necessary to interpret a vague
scrawl by a word which is not easy to trace in the lines of
the original. I have dared to do this in no case where the
sense is affected by my conjectural reading, without put-
ting my guess in brackets. In using Mather’s “ Autobiog-
raphy” I have ordinarily copied not from the original but
from a careful transcript owned by the American Anti-
quarian Society, but I have compared this with the original
whenever there is involved a proper name or any other
word the reading of which might seriously affect my con-
clusions. In using printed records I have referred to and
followed the printed text. The letter “s,” however
written or printed, I have always given in its modern
form.

It is, perhaps, only fair to say that my purpose has not
been to eulogize Increase Mather, nor merely to defend
him against certain unfounded accusations. My creed is
not one of which he would have approved; my personal
predilections are not towards Puritan theology or modes
of life. But, in writing a biography, based upon the facts
which can be discovered, I have found it impossible to
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avoid the conclusion that he has often been misjudged. I
hope that I have said no word in his favor except when the
evidence has supported my statement. Where what we
can be sure of makes possible no decision, I have felt that
it was quite as fair to admit that he may have been right
as to follow the traditional line of least resistance to the
conclusion that a Mather was always wrong. I should not
choose Puritan Boston as an abiding place, but I have yet
to discover any facts which deprive me of my respect for
many of those who did.

To thank all those whose help has made my work more
easy and delightful than it could otherwise have been, is
impossible in the limits of this preface. Among the books
I have used, I owe a special debt to Barrett Wendell’s
“Cotton Mather,” which sets a standard for sympathetic
and scholarly understanding of the Puritans, and to Mr.
J. T. Adams’s “Founding of New England.” With the
latter I have ventured often to disagree but, written as it
is with a point of view of to-day, its restatement of the
history of the early period of New England is both stimu-
lating and useful. Apart from books I owe much to libra-
rians, ministers, and scholars, both in England and this
country, whose courtesy and interest have been unfailing,
and through whom I have had access to much material
not otherwise to be secured. I cannot omit specific notes
as to the very great kindness of the American Antiquarian
Society and its librarian, Mr. Clarence S. Brigham, and
the similar generosity of the Massachusetts Historical
Society. Mr. Julius H. Tuttle, librarian of the latter
society, has been constantly helpful. Mr. William G.
Mather of Cleveland, and his librarian, Mr. Thomas J.
Holmes, have been most liberal in allowing me to utilize
their collections, and Mr. Mather’s generosity has fur-
nished the illustrations for this book. Mr.Albert Matthews
has been an unfailing resource in time of perplexity. Pro-
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fessor George L. Kittredge has aided me in many ways,
and was good enough to read a part of my manuscript.
Miss Fanny B. Chandler, who acted as my secretary dur-
ing much of my work, and my long-suffering wife, who
has patiently given hours to the reading of proof, stand
high among my benefactors. In England, Sir Charles
Firth, the authorities of Dr. Williams’s Library and of
the Royal Society, the Reverend Andrew Leggatt of Dor-
chester, and Miss Edith F. Carey of Guernsey, gave in-
valuable assistance.

To Professor Chester N. Greenough I ventured to dedi-
cate the thesis in which this book originated, and I cannot
now present this work without further recognition of my
obligation to him. He first called my attention to the need
for such a biography, and his help made possible the com-
pletion of my task. My highest hope for these pages is
that they may bring to some few readers a share, at least,
of the enthusiasm which his wisdom and skill impart to
those who, like myself, have been fortunate enough to
study the literature and history of America as his pupils.

K.B. M.

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS
April 1925
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

TWO centuries ago there died in Boston a man who had been
for fifty years a true leader of his time. “The most pow-
erful man in all that part of the world,” * Increase Mather’s
achievement was the highest development reached by a family
whose name is writ large in the annals of four generations of New
England. Richard, renowned among the founders of the early
Massachusetts church; Cotton, the apotheosis of intense Puritan
character; and Samuel, a steadfast patriot of Revolutionary Bos-
ton, strong figures as they were, all lacked the rugged symmetry
of growth and concord with their times, which make the abiding
interest in Increase Mather’s career.

To the student of New England history — religious, political,
or literary — the great Mathers reveal themselves in lights vary-
ing in vividness according to the interests of the observer. The
wanderer in the field o? early American literature comes on
Cotton Mather at every turn. Salem witchcraft is a favorite
historical hunting-ground, and here again Cotton is to the fore.
And, of course, he who would learn of educational or religious
aspects of colonial days, can hardly spare the name of one of the
Mathers. The general reader, however, preferring beaten paths
to narrow byways of research, is apt to confront no one but
Cotton face to face, and, for such a one, he alone of all his family
survives as a personality apart from the historical impress of his
deeds. It was his fortune to have in his nature an epitome of the
most fervid traits of New England Puritanism; and the fact that
his light shone most clearly in the days when the ideals he cham-
pioned were beginning to wane, lends the force of contrast to the
impression he makes. And, finally, he has found a sympathetic
and discerning biographer whose art filled his subject with the
breath of life.?

Yet, great as Cotton was, his father was greater. Increase
Mather’s life has a breadth of activity that makes it widely

1. Moses Coit Tyler, £ History, ii, 68.
2. See Barrett Wendell, Cotton Mather — an admirable biography.
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appealing. The long continuous developing of his character and
accomplishment offers to the biographer a satisfying theme.
Imbued from birth with Puritan ideals, he fought to maintain
them while they were alive, with power and support in his world.
It has been said that he “went in and out among men and dealt
with open-air questions,” and in so doing he “‘became the most
prominent New Englander of his time” and “held the chief
influence in the colony.” s He “may be pronounced one of the
strongest and most interesting men produced in the American
colonies.” ¢ “To the last, he was a sovereign man throughout
New England, illustrious for great talents and great services,
both at home and abroad.” ¢ “There is no man who compares
with him in the New England of his day in ability, leadership, or
influence, or who more sincerely labored for what he deemed the
abiding interests of the Kingdom of God.” ¢ In secular affairs
“he moved, the commanding figure, through the political agita-
tions of the time”’;” and, from the point of view of literary history
“his writings certainly have considerable merit. His style is far
better than that of his son — simpler, more terse, more sinewy
and direct, less bedraggled in the dust of pedantry; it has remark-
able energy.” *

It is in such phrases that Increase Mather is described for us.
Brief summaries of his prowess in this line or that, comment on
his connection with one political event or another, and an occa-
sional short biographical sketch — these are his memory’s only
shrine. They leave many sides of his life unrecorded. His charae-
ter, the influences that went into its making, his learning, his use
of it in writing, his interest in science, and the process by which
his personality was shaped and impressed itself on his world, are
fit material for biography. From these elements the present work
attempts to Five to the reader of to-day a picture not wholly
incomplete of one who was ““for many years the most influential
as well as the most learned man in New England,” ® and is still
by nature and achievement worthy of close acquaintance and a
share of living fame. If the task be half-way well done, Increase
. Katharine Lee Bates, American Literature, pp. 41, 44-

. W. P. Trent, History, p. 72.

. Tyler, A History, ii, 69.

. W. Walker, Services of the Mathers, p. 70.

. Bates, American Literature, p. 41.

. Tyler, A4 History, ii, 70.

. J. F. Jameson, History of Historical Writing, p. 47.

O 0 A\ W
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Mather, renowned in his own day for his accomplishment, reveals
himself to us as by intrinsic qualities of personality a man for all
time.

First of all, of course, such a work aims toward collecting and
arranging the many bits of concrete fact on Increase Mather’s
life. State papers, college records, contemporary accounts, his
diaries, his autobiography, and hxs son’s biography of him, form
a treasure trove. Some of these documents were avowedly written
for posterity, and elimination of the harsher traits of their subject
is to be expected in them; but, used with due caution, they have
unquestioned historical value; and, of course, some of the con-
temporary authorities on Mather, as well as his private papers,
contain evidence which is proof against the most rigid cniticism.
Later biographical sketches too often display opinion or conjec-
ture warped by a point of view out of harmony with Mather’s
time and its standards.” It is far safer to rely on trustworthy
documents dating from his own period, written by his friends or
foes, or penned by himself with no thought of their surviving for
the use of readers in the twentieth century. True insight into his
character can come only from such sources, and the narrative of
his life can be more safely drawn from them than from any ac-
count colored by later theory or prejudice.

But, however sure we may be of our facts, in the use of them
there must be constant selection and frequently we shall find
interpretation necessary. The dates and texts of thousands of
Increase Mather’s sermons are preserved, but to cite them adds
nothing to a useful analysis of him. Such selection of material
is obviously dictated, but far more difficult is the problem of
understanding such matter as one decides to use. Starting with
the same historical landmarks, in the fields of witchcraft or the
Andros revolt, various authors have followed diverging paths.
Perhaps there is no infallible protection against this; but if the
standpoint of reader and writer be firmly established and main-
tained, the insidious distortion that grows from standards differ-
ing with the opinion of one man or one age may be avoided. The
point of view safest for us is, if we may attain it, that of the
seventeenth century. We shall need an attitude of sympathy

10. Most of these deserve no special mention, since the material they contain is acces-
sible in the other authorities cited. Most useful are J. L. Sibley, “Increase Mather,”
in Biographical Sketches, i, 410-470; W. Walker, “‘Increase Mather,” in Ten New Eng-

lend Leaders; and B. Wendell, Cotton Mather, which has much to say of Increase
Mather.
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toward the Puritan spirit, and a resolve to judge Increase Mather,
not by preconceptions foreign to him in nature and tlme, but by
the ideals he understood and lived for.

Manifestly, to clamber up to such an observation ground is
hard. For a writer not a Calvinist to lead equally unsympathetic
readers back through three centuries to a time when God was
vengeful and discipline was a cardinal point in life, to guide them
from a diffusely free-thinking world to one where religion was as
vigorous as it was narrow, is no small task. If the way is stony,
the surest aid is a memory of the historical conditions in England
and America, of contemporary literature in the Old and New
World, and of the state of learning at the time. To encourage
such mindfulness the story is told throughout with frequent
allusions, if nothing more, to the intellectual and political prog-
ress of the period. If the goal be reached and we can read of
the verifiable facts of Increase Mather’s life with a background
drawn not from our era but from his, we shall come near meet-
ing him face to face. We are to gauge his stature by what others
did who lived with him and before him; we are to measure his
writings by what others produced from the resources that were
his; and we are to appraise his character in relation to current
influences of training and environment. If he excelled his fel-
lows, it matters little whether he met modern tests. If he wrote
better prose than his contemporaries and won their praise, it is
a fact of meaning for literary history, even though to our eyes,
myopic through difference in standards, his books seem dull.
Such contact with the seventeenth century need not and will not
blind us to the changes of later years; and though we see as nearly
as may be eye to eye with him, we may still applaud when his
ideas seem by the experience of later years to have been proved
of enduring value.

The final problem is again one of selection. Somehow we must
apportion our attention to the diverse branches of his many
activities, with reference at once to the charm they held for him
and to the indication of character they offer us. Remembering
that “the spiritual force animating a new religious movement
attracts the intellectual energies of the period, and furnishes them
a new reality of purpose,” ** and that the spirit of his day decreed
that his life-work should be primarily for the church, no preoccu-
pation with ecclesiastical concerns should blind us to elements in

11. H. O. Taylor, The Medieval Mind, ii, 427.
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him which persist when Puritanism dies. For literary history,
his style, his use of sources, and the structure of his books, are
matters of weight. Though he seems to have written with an eye
fixed on the statement o? things dear to his time rather than on
the manner of expression, the means by which he gained his end
are of importance in relation to what came later. Thus some
study of his books becomes for us a main thread in the web.
Similarly, his service to Harvard, his relation to the state, and his
interest in science, culminating in his plea for the radical and
much-feared experiment of inoculation, to him all minor parts of
a universally consuming devotion to God, are all lines of his
thought worth following because they are often connected with
the broader history of his period and ours.

Drawing from facts so far as we can make sure of them, select-
ing and interpreting by the standards of his era, we may outline,
perhaps, the fundamentals of his life. Here and there a gap may
be bridged by conjecture, admitted frankly as such, provided this
guessing be based on probabilities inherent in his nature and his
time, and with the reservation that no such additions may alter
the firmer lines fixed by safer means. The background comes
from history, from details of the material side of his world, and
from some reconstruction in our minds of the influences he knew.
Against these ground colors, the portrait finally takes shape when
light and shade are introduced in the softening or intensifying of
some one deed or thought in accord with its power to reveal to
us qualities essential to his nature, and as fundamental now as
then. A living picture can be made on such a plan. The brush is
faultily guided if the result lack life. Yet to think of a biography
as a portrait gives too static an impression. Say rather that,
rightly seen, Increase Mather’s life is as a tree growing great
against a background familiar but changing year by year. At
times there is blending with the woods behind, at times a rugged
contrast in a light from a new angle, but always there is the
sweep and greatness of a living tiing transforming manifold
forces into indomitable growth.

Mists of controversy occasionally make the vision waver. Such
veiling we find when we try to see Mather clearly against the
background of the “witchcraft delusion.” Denunciation of all con-
cerned, eager efforts to disentangle the relation of Cotton Mather
and his father to the blaze of excitement over the devil and his
works in Salem, and the ease with which certain writers have
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found it possible to believe that the two men played identical
parts,” have complicated written history. But in such cases our
point of view may save us. Forget the nineteenth century’s de-
crying of the folly of a darker past, and remember the seven-
teenth-century scholar’s view of Satan and his power among
men. Remember that much we believe sincerely to-day, two
centuries from now will be an antiquarian’s delight. It is not
given us to know how time will judge, any more than it was
Increase Mather’s fortune to guess that more than one funda-
mental commonplace of life would seem to his descendants mere
delusion. To judge by criteria he could not know is to condemn
unheard; to assess the meaning of his acts by the tests available
to him is to go far toward understanding what he did, and why.

More bafling is the question that confronts us on every page —
what was Puritanism? Increase Mather was a Puritan; yet which
of us can define the name? The facts are too far out of our reach.
We are dealing not with events, dates, or simple motives, but
with a state of mind, complex, radically opposed to most of our
ideas, and yet, for those who owned it, a primary force. There
have been as many attempts to state the true inwardness of
Puritanism as there have been sincere and earnest students of
early American history; and only in those rare cases where the
written word is the product of close study of Puritan writings,
Puritan deeds, and the thought of the years that came before
them, do we find a foundation of rock. Original sources — the
documents of the Puritans themselves — are too numerous, too
broad in scope, and, some modern writers would have us believe,
too insincere, to serve our ends.

There are, fortunately, a few axioms by which we may chart
a course through shoals of controversy. They are agreed to by
most students and are founded on search among Puritan words,
books, and acts. Briefly, then, we may say that Puritanism was
the school of thought dominating the lives of certain dissenters
from the rites of the Church of England, some of whom, early in
the seventeenth century, founded the colony of Massachusetts
Bay. Puritans, as we use the name, refers to these men. The
vigor of their belief is shown in two aspects — their religious
faith and organization and their conduct of civil affairs. In creed
they were Calvinists, believing essentially in a doctrine which
assured eternal life to certain ?ortunate ones predestined to sal-

12. Cf., for example, J. T. Adams, The Founding, pp. 451-456, especially p. 455.
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vation. The rest of mankind were immutably condemned to ever-
lasting torment. The elect remained the elect, and the damned
remained the damned. This rigid classification could not be
changed. The animating principle in the scheme was each man’s
desire to know whether he was to be saved. He who could con-
sistently lead his life always in harmony with God’s will could
consider himself elect. Thus the Puritan strove valiantly to
exercise his will in accord with God’s, and while striving, analyzed
and reviewed his every thought and deed, weighing and trying
them in the never-ending effort to be sure that his spirit was so
attuned to the Divine wish that he might hope to escape the fires
of eternal punishment.® The God presiding over this system was
rigorous and stern, exerting his power directly upon every affair
of human life and avenging human misdeeds by prompt inter-
ventions of His might. The Devil, too, was a personality with a
direct influence in earthly matters, and a vigorous and ever-
present enemy of God-fearing men. Good Puritans were sure
that Satan had power to do them harm and was to be met with
in the daily walks of life. His messengers were active. Only
prayer and devotion to God could protect against his wiles.

With such beliefs, the formal side of religion was expressed in a
church the services of which were patterned on what were be-
lieved to be Biblical models. The result was the early Congrega-
tionalism of New England. To follow God’s will was the aim of
every Puritan, and God’s will was written down once for all in
the Bible. Hence, not only in the church but also in secular
matters, religion was the centre of life, and the Bible was an
infallible guide for government and a complete body of law for
every human activity. The clergy were the interpreters of the
divine writings, and inevitably, therefore, interpreters of the fun-
damental law of the Puritans’ world. In the Scriptures they
found rules for every man and every sphere. No act of life, how-
ever trivial, was beyond the reach of such laws.

Yet, with this belief and this discipline, men were no less
human. To them their faith, grim and repellent as we find it,
was warm and glowing to such a degree as to give their lives all
the intellectual stimulus, all the inspiration, and all the absorb-
ing interest they could crave. Their intense concentration on
individual spiritual progress, and the advance of the state toward

13. Cf. B. Wendell, ““ Some Neglected Characteristics of the New England Puritans,”
in his Stelligeri.
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what they believed to be godliness, eclipsed all else. Naturally,
in such a world there was no place for ideas of religious liberty or
freedom of conscience, and few Puritans thought of them. God’s
law was revealed in the Bible, interpreted by His agents, the
clergy, and departure from it meant departure from the Divine
Word. Where anyone who wavered by ever so little from har-
monious following of God’s will could feel sure of everlasting
death, differences of religious opinion showed not merely “free-
dom of conscience” but hopeless unregeneracy. To punish a man
who failed to accept Puritan rule in all its aspects, to banish him,
or to take his life, was but to protect the church and state decreed
of God by just human chastisement of one already sentenced by
divine preordination. Inevitably Puritanism was intolerant;
inevitably it was often cruel. Tolerance and gentleness would
have meant faintness in the pursuit of its central ideals.

Our bundling together of loose strands plucked from the
skein of Puritanism leaves much unsaid.* The love for learning,
the zeal for education, the neglect of art in favor of more practical
pursuits, are all traits untouched. Such omissions are repaired
in the pages which follow, for in every year of Increase Mather’s
life there 1s material of use to him who would know the Puritan.
And, after all, though our view of the mental attitude of early
New England be incomplete, it matters little for our ends. Our
goal is a visioning of Increase Mather’s life and nature. The
medium in which he worked was Puritanism. Whatever we think
of it, the life of the man absorbed by it has meaning and validity.
One thing alone we must grant, the sincerity underlying his point
of view. Whatever Puritanism was, it was real to him. However
we may decry it as unenlightened or cruel, or praise it as funda-
mentally concerned with the noblest of aims, we cannot forget
that in 1t, with its faults and virtues, there was power to occupy
the energies of an intellectually active and vigorously human
man. The qualities that made him “the greatest of the native
Puritans” * are eternal. Their outward expression was dictated
by his times. Their appeal for us lies in their essential strength,
and their harmonious fusion into a character of potentiality for
any age and, in his own period, developed in leadership and power.

14. See, for further statements, J. F. Jameson, History of Historical Writing, p. 34;
G. E. Ellis, Memorial History of Boston, i, 161; J. C. Bowman, “The Hated Puri-
tan,” in Weckly Review (N. Y.), v, 10; and, especially, S. P. Sherman, “What is a

Puritan?” in The Genius of America, pp. 35ff.
15. Wendell, Cotton Mather, p. 287.
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CHAPTER II

THE MATHERS IN ENGLAND

SOME time in 1614 there sat beneath a hedge in Lancashire
a boy of eighteen, weeping bitterly “to lament his misery
before God.” * Such was Richard Mather’s religious coming of
age. Boy as he was, the effect of Puritan teachings was for him
an intense conviction of the power of the Lord, and of his own
unworthiness. His emotion drove him from the hospitable table
of Edward Aspinwall, of Toxteth, near Liverpool, to seek solitude
for repentance and prayer. From this dawning of religious feeling
sprang his consecration to the Puritan church. With his boyish
fears at his first spiritual awakening, began an unswerving devo-
tion to his faith, passed on as a heritage to his descendants, and
transformed by him and them into service which brought renown
to their family name.

For generations before Richard’s day Mathers seem to have
been known in England, especially in Lancashire,? and there are
still members of the family proud of their heritage. But it was
only with the beginning of the seventeenth century that there
rose from the old stock a man with a sound claim to distinction.
Just what it was in the character of the times at the accession
of James the First that fanned into a blaze the love for learning
and the ability for leadership that smouldered in the Lancashire
Mathers, we can only guess. Perhaps the breath of inspiration
was in the increasing opportunities for education, in the begin-
nings of greater power for the yeomanry, or in the widespread
effect of Puritanism on traditional ideas. Certain it is that in
1596 an old timbered house in Mather Lane, in the tiny village
of Lowton, a part of the parish of Winwick in Lancashire,
became the birthplace of a man who was to gain more than local
prominence and, in Puritan circles, enduring fame.s

1. Increase Mather, ¢ Life and Death of. . . Mr. Rickard Mather (reprinted, Boston,
1850), p. 48.

2, ’For the name Mather, see H. Harrison, Surnames of the United Kingdom, vol. 2,
and C. W. Bardsley, A Dictionary of. . . Surnames.

3. Dictionary of National Biography, and W. Beamont, Winwick: Its History and
Antiguities (2d ed.).
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Richard Mather’s parents “Thomas and Margarite Mather
were of Ancient Families in Lowfon aforesaid, but by reason of
some unhappy Mortgages they were reduced unto a low condition
as to the World.” 4+ We know little more, except that the father
of Thomas, and the grandfather of Richard, is said to have been
one John Mather.s The family seems, so far as one can tell, to
have been of the yeoman class.

To his parents Richard Mather owed the privilege of an edu-
cation as good as the time and place allowed. A harsh school-
master, William Horrocke, then in charge of Winwick school,
“very severe and partial in his discipline,” caused his pupil to
“desire that his Father would take him from School, and dispose
of him to some other Calling.” ¢ But Richard could write later:
“God intended better for me, then I would have chosen for my
self; and therefore my Father, though in other things indulgent
enough, yet in this would never condescend to my request, but
by putting me in hope that by his speaking to the Master, things
would be amended, would still overrule me to go on in my
Studies.” The father’s determination to educate his son, proof
against the boy’s own pleas, was not immune to the arguments
offered by his slender purse. ““Popish merchants” came from
Wales to Warrington, and there, two miles from Winwick, heard
of young Richard as “a pregnant youth.” Needing an appren-
tice, they applied to his father for him. It was the stern school-
master who restrained Thomas Mather, sorely tempted “to
accept of this Motion, because now his Estate was so decayed,
that he almost despaired of bringing up this his Son as he
had intended.” Horrocke was “importunate with’’ Richard’s
“Father still to keep him at School, professing that it was great
pity that a Wit so prone to Learning should be taken from it
. . . or that he should be undone by Popish Education.” *“The
Perswasions of the Master . . . prevailed,” and Richard continued
to study, boarding at the school in winter, and in summer travel-
ling each day the four miles through the quiet countryside
between the old house in Lowton and the town of Winwick.’

Horrocke was not the only influence to defend Richard Mather
against Popery. One “MTr. Palin, then Preacher at Leagh,”

4. L. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 43.

5. H. E. Mather, Lineage of Rev. Richard Mather, p. 25.

6. I. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 44. For Horrocke, sce DNB, article
“Richard Mather,” and Beamont, Winwick, pp. 91, 92.

7. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, pp. 44, 45-
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impressed the boy with “such a plain, powerfull and piercing
efficacy . . . as was not to be seen in the common sort of Preachers
in those dayes, by means whereof some Illumination ... was
wrought in him.” *

Mather’s first step into the world came in 1611, when he was
but fifteen years old. Projects for American colonization and
troubles in Ireland probably had affected him hitherto quite as
little as James I's difficulties with Parliament. To him the
translation of the Bible in the great King James version may
well have seemed of less immediate interest than the fact that
in the same year he was to leave Lowton for what must have
appeared a considerable adventure — the twenty-mile journey to
Toxteth Park, and the beginning of his duties as schoolmaster
there.

In 1611, the tenants of Sir Richard Molyneux, owner of a piece
of property known as Toxteth Park, formerly a holding of the
crown, and to-day swallowed up in Liverpool, resolved to set up
for their children a grammar school.® It was to Horrocke that
they applied for a teacher,™ and so Richard Mather, who would
have preferred to go on as a student in one of the universities,
but was, because of the necessities of his family, left no choice,
became at fifteen a full-fledged schoolmaster. ‘““The Lord helped
him in those his young years to carry it with such Wisdome and
Love and Gravity amongst his Scholars as was to admiration,
so as that he was by them both loved and feared, beyond what
is usual, even where there are aged Masters.” ™

His success gave him local reputation, at least, and he had a
chance to continue his own studies in the course of his work.
Religiously, too, the experience was of influence, for at Toxteth
he lived with the family of Mr. Edward Aspinwall, “a Learned
and Religious Gentleman” and undoubtedly a Puritan in sym-
pathies. Add to this that Richard Mather heard sermons from
Mr. Harrison, ““then a famous Minister at Hyton,” and one sees
why this boy, faced with problems beyond his years, was bowled
over by a conviction of his own sinfulness and of the saving
powers of the Puritan’s faith.”

8. I. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 46. Leagh was the village now called Leigh.
9. V. D. Davis, The Ancient Chapel of Toxteth Park, p. 1.

10. Ibid., p. 9.

11. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 47.

12. Iéid., pp. 47, 48.
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After the first stormy access of religious feeling, ‘“Being thus
become a New Creature, he was the more eminently a Blessing in
the Family, and in the Calling which the Lord has disposed of
him in: And such notice was taken of him, as that even from
places remote Children were sent unto him for Instruction and
Education; and many were, by the Lords blessing upon his En-
deavours, fitted for, and sent unto the University. Some years
having been past over. .. he resolved ... to spend some time
in one of the Universities. . . . Accordingly he went to Oxford,
and continued for some time there in Brazen-Nose Colledge.”” He
delighted in the books and learned men he found there, “But his
heart being afore this touched with the fear of God, the great
Superstition and Prophaness which he was forced there to be-
hold, was no small grief unto him.”

Once again his education was interrupted, for before he took
his degree, the people at Toxteth called him back, ““desiring
that he would . . . instruct not so much their Children as them-
selves, and that not in meer Humane Literature, but in the things
of God.” * In name they were members of the Church of Eng-
land; they were Puritans at heart. Naturally enough they did
not care to go three miles to St. Nicholas’ Church in Liverpool
to be ministered to with rites they did not approve. Mather’s
preaching was more to their mind. *“After due Consideration, for
weighty Reasons he accepted” their call, and on November 30,
1618, he preached his first sermon.*

James I’s policy toward Puritans was strict enough to make
episcopal ordination necessary for this minister of twenty-two.
He accepted it at the hands of Thomas Morton, Bishop of
Chester. The story is told how, after the ceremony, the Bishop
startled him by singling him out with the words: “I have some-
thing to say to you betwixt you and me alone.” He then asked
Mat%:er to pray for him. “For I know,” said Morton, “the
Prayers of men that fear God will avail much, and you, I believe
are such an one.”*” If the story be true, and it comes to us from
Richard himself, through his son Increase, such notice from the
Bishop, who was known as “a great patron of good and learned

13. L. Mather, The Life and Death, pp. 48, 49.

14. Ibid., p. 49. It appears that Mather was not the first minister at the Toxteth
Chapel. Cf. Transactions of the Historic Society of Lancashire and Cheshire, 1xxi, go.

15. V. D. Davis, The Ancient Chapel of Toxteth Park, p. 2.

16. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, pp. 49, 50.
17. Iéid., p. s0.
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men,” ** must have been flattering to this newest preacher in
his diocese, and, if it became known abroad, must have aug-
mented Mather’s reputation. The incident seems typical of
Morton, who belonged, according to Baxter, “to that class of
episcopal divines who differ in nothing considerable from the
rest of the reformed churches except in church government,” and
was placed by Clarendon with “ the less formal and more popular
prelates.” *

Richard Mather, thus settled in his daily work at Toxteth
Park, found time enough free from his parish cares to sue for the
hand of Katharine Hoult, or Holt, daughter to Edmund Holt of
Bury. She “had (and that deservedly) the repute of a very godly
and prudent Maid.” ** Her father had no love for Puritans, but
his wife and many of her family were years later called by Increase
Mather “singularly pious and prudent.” * Such comment from
an ardent Puritan suggests, at least, that to Mrs. Holt Richard
Mather’s religious opinions were not so repugnant as they were
to her husband. Whatever his scruples against a nonconformist
son-in-law may have been, they were overcome by September 29,
1624, for on that day his daughter’s marriage to Richard Mather
took place.?

The couple moved three miles, to “Much-Woolton,” where
Mather bought a house of his own. He preached each Sunday at
Toxteth, but his influence was extended, for in alternate weeks he
lectured at Prescot, and was often called to preach in other
parishes.® In 1629, too, at the request of the Lord Mayor, he
gave two monthly sermons at Liverpool, winning thus a wider
influence than had yet been his.*

In 1625 James I died, and Charles succeeded him. The new
King brought an ecclesiastical policy far less tolerant of the sort
of nonconformity Mather was coming more and more to uphold.
Six years before, Bishop Morton had been replaced by John
Bridgeman. The latter was no more unsympathetic toward the
Puritans than his predecessor, but he had to contend with official
interest in the affairs of his diocese. In 1633, Laud became Arch-

18. DNB, article “Thomas Morton, 1564-1659.”

19. Ibid.

20. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. §1.

21. Autobiography.

22. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. §1.

23. Ibid., p. 52.

24. J. A. Picton, Selections from. . . Archives, p. 200.
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bishop of Canterbury, and in August of that year, Bridgeman,
probably under pressure from his superiors, suspended Richard
Mather for failure to use the ceremonies of the established church.
“Some Gentlemen in Lancashire” interceded, among them one
Simon Byby, “a near Alliance” of Bridgeman’s, proved on an-
other occasion a good friend to John Cotton.* By their efforts
Mather was in November restored to the ministry. Undaunted,
“he more fully searched into . . . and handled the Points of
Church-Discipline” in his preaching.®

By this time he seems to have been committed fully to the
““Congregational Way,” a form of worship the importance and
nature of which will become clearer in connection with the
establishment of the Mathers in the colonies. His activities
promptly got him into further trouble, for visitors from Richard
Neal (or Neile), Archbishop of York, the man who had first
brought Laud to the notice of the King, and one who declared
himself “a great adversary of the Puritan faction,” came into
Lancashire.” In 1634 Mather was summoned before them at
Wigan. In his own words, he stood ““before them without being
daunted in the least measure, but answered . . . such words . . .
as the Lord put into” his “mouth, not being afraid of their faces
at all.” He was sentenced to suspension for nonconformity, and
in this latest crisis his friends seemed powerless. Later in his life
he told how he had torn up the certificate of ordination he had
received from Morton, thus protesting against the ceremonial
it represented. We may well believe that this took place before
1634, when his views seem to have been definitely fixed in regard
to all the rites of the established church. Before the court at
Wigan, we read, he declared that he had never in his ministry
worn a surplice; and his son reports with evident satisfaction
that one of the court remarked, “It had been better for him that
he had gotten Seven Bastards.”

From this time his thoughts seem to have turned to New
England. Characteristically, he drew up detailed arguments as
to why he should hazard the long voyage to the New World. He
seems to have convinced himself. To remove from a corrupt

2. 1. Mather, T4e Life and Death, p. 54. For Byby and Cotton, see T. Hutchin-
son, A Collection of Original Papers, i, 275.

26. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. §4.

27. DNB, article *“Richard Neile.”

28. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 56.
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church to a purer; to remove from a place where the truth and
the professors of it were persecuted, to a place of more quietness
and safety; to remove from a church where the discipline of
Christ was wanting, to a church where it might be enjoyed; to
remove from a place where the ministers of God were unjustly
inhibited from the execution of their functions, to a place where
they might more freely execute them; to remove from a place
where there were fearful signs of desolation to a place where one
might have well-grounded hope of preservation, and of God’s
protection ** — these were some of the objects to be achieved by
his pilgrimage. In this list we find no word of universal religious
toleration to be set up in New England. To Mather and similarly
minded men, as to his sons who followed after, New England was
to be the home of one religion which, however radical and sub-
versive of tradition it may have seemed in Wigan, in Boston was
to be as firmly established and as explicit in its demands as the
religious order against which it was a great revolt.

Talk with Lancashire friends, and letters from Hooker and
Cotton,3* whose desertion of England had won them prominence
in Massachusetts, strengthened Mather in his plan. In April,
1635, in his thirty-ninth year, with his wife and his four sons,
Samuel, Timothy, Nathaniel, and Joseph, the eldest a boy of
nine, he set out from Warrington for Bristol. Picturesqueness
is added to the scene, if we believe that to avoid detention he was
forced to travel in disguise.s* Seven days were used in the journey
of one hundred and twenty miles to Bristol. How they were
inspected and licensed to leave the country, how they sailed on
June 4, in the Fames, of their delays in getting to sea, their sick-
ness, the wonders they saw, and of their escape from shipwreck
and coming to anchor at last at “Nantascot” on August 16, we
may read in Richard Mather’s graphically detailed “ Journal.” »2
On August 17, 1635, the family went ashore at Boston, and from
that day dates the fame of the line of Mather in New England.

It took independence of character to be a Puritan in the early
seventeenth century, and Mather’s life in England shows that
he by no means lacked the courage of his convictions. It took

29. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, pp. §7ff.

30. Thomas Hooker and John Cotton, two divines prominent in early New England.
Ikid., p. 68.

31. Ibid., p. 69.

32. Reprinted in Dorchester Antiquarian and Historical Society Collections, Number 3,
Boston, 1850, pp. 2ff.
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intellectual vigor and sound learning to achieve as much as he
had achieved 1n the first forty years of his life. Willingness to
undergo hardships for what seemed a good and true cause was
needed for him to undertake the long voyage to Boston. His
qualities may well have been shared by his wife, and a large part
of the burden must have been hers to bear. Doubtless she did
it well. The character of his parents accounts for much in their
most famous son Increase, and those to whom in later years he
was to give his name.



CHAPTER III

PURITAN EMIGRANTS

N Richard Mather’s “ Journal” for August 16, 1635, we read
- “came y* night to ancre. .. before Boston, and so rested y*

night with glad & thankefull hearts y* God had put an end to o*
long journey.” From the deck of the little ship they looked out
on ““a most pleasant harbor,” such as they had never seen before,
-“amongst a great many of Ilands on everyside.” Timber-covered
hills, salt marshes, and natural meadow lands, with here and there
a pale column of smoke marking some one of the villages about
the bay, made a pleasant picture to travellers weary of the sea.
But in the hearts of Richard and Katharine Mather there must
have been emotions other than mere thankfulness for their
journey’s end.

At our safe distance it is hard to remember what real terrors
were known in the early seventeenth century to lurk behind the
smiling landscape of Massachusetts. It is only too easy to forget
the chill of strangeness that struck to the heart of a Lancashire
man viewing for the first time the awakening of English life on
the shores of New England. Instead of villages of seasoned timber
and stone, comfortably gray with age, here were scattered log
huts or barn-like houses, with newly made clapboards covering
beams recently cut from the surrounding forests. Instead of
fields matured by centuries of tillage, and enclosed by hedges or
trim walls, Mather saw in what was to be the home of his last
years woods broken only by rough clearings or by the broad
natural meadows stretching down to the sea. Above them rose
the bare hills of Boston, one crowned by the newly built beacon.*

The very lack of underbrush held meaning, perhaps, for the
Mathers may well have known that the Indians had burned over
the ground to give clear passage for their hunting parties.? With
such thoughts came the memory that the red-skinned *“Children
of the Devil” 3 held great terror for those who sought to do God’s

1. W. Wood, New Englands Prospect, p. 40; J. G. Palfrey, History, i, 395.

2. W. Wood, New Englands Prospect, p. 16.
3. Cf. Cotton Mather, Magnalia, book I, chap. 1, section 2.
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work in a wilderness community. Perhaps they might be con-
verted to a Christian mode of life, but the bears and wolves were
sure to prove even less tractable neighbors. Somewhere, too,
there may have lurked a momentary dread of “ the kingly Lyon”’
as an enemy still more to be feared.

Richard Mather had gone too far to turn back. The courage
that led him to cross “one of y* greatest seas in y* world,” $ and
the spirit that supported him before the court at Wigan, were
ready to brave dangers on these unfriendly shores. Just in so far
as we can realize what this courage and this spirit were, and
translate ourselves into the position of those of our ancestors who
were imbued by them, can we hope to understand the world in
which the two Mathers laid the foundations for the enormously
significant career of their son Increase. If we fail to catch their
fervor, then Richard, Increase, Cotton — all the Mathers, and
their fellow founders of New England — become mere historical
abstractions of a grim and repellent type. If we cannot share
their warm devotion to théir ideal, the picture of Puritan New
England becomes cold and lifeless, and the great figures fade into
the dimmest of gray. We are handicapped by three centuries of
change, and by the numbing influence of historical distance.
Facts that were to Richard Mather the very elements of daily
life are for us but sentences in a textbook, remote and colorless on
the printed page. To him the affairs of the Boston in which he
landed were as vividly clear as the political situation in England
which led to his intrepid setting out across the sea. To him the
meaning of the government of Church and State in New England
was as apparent as is to us the latest venture in “self-determina-
tion.” The causes and theories from which the new structure
arose were quite as well established in his mind as are in ours
the essential changes wrought by the European war. In facing
his new world he had chiefly to overcome the perplexities caused
by new surroundings, new climate, and the material beginnings
of a new colony. When we try to stand beside him, however,
our difficulty is less in appreciating the externals of frontier life
than in picturing plainly enough the form of state and the type
of church which made early Massachusetts what it was. Above
all, it is hard for us to do what is most of all necessary — to share

4. W. Wood, New Englands Prospect, pp. 20, 21; T. Lechford, Plain Dealing,
Pp. 111,112,
5. R. Mather, Journal, p. 31.
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in some degree the enthusiasm that made this government, this
church, and this great colonial venture, not a dream of some
philosopher in his closet, or the material for history of distant
antiquity, but an intensely living fact.

We can hope to feel the power of this enthusiasm only through
recalling the circumstances from which it had its birth. On the
one hand, the teachings of Calvin, the growth of popular educa-
tion in England, and the restless search of many men for the
purest and most primitive way of service to God, come at once
to mind. On the other side, we cannot forget the tendency of the
English Church after the Reformation to grow quite as rigid as
the establishment against which it had rebelled, nor the inevitable
realization by English kings that a strong ecclesiastical force,
obedient to the royal will, was essential to the effective exercise
of royal power. Against this background stand those brave men
and women who despaired of the Church of England, and, for
preferring to its rites a different form of worship, which they
believed to have been ordained by Holy Writ, incurred the
penalties of the English law, fled to Holland, and suffered there
the homesickness of loyal Englishmen on foreign soil. They
dreamed of a colony of their own, under the English flag, but with
their own forms of worship, so much purer, they warmly believed,
than any England knew; and in their amazingly courageous
migration to Plymouth they made their dream a fact. Their
complete separation from the established church shows how far
Puritanism had developed in 1620. Their facing down of perils
which, they knew too well, beset them reveals, as we read of it in
Bradford, a first great blazing up of that placing of service to
God before service to man, that eager search for the true way of
life, and that hot vigor in turning the religious ideal into the
practical basis of daily life, that made New England possible.

Beside these pioneers there stand those other Puritans whose
protest against the English Church was less fundamental but
quite as sincere. Their difference was not in creed or doctrine
but purely i in matters of government and ceremonial. Increase
Mather says, ‘we agree with other reformed churches,” and adds
that it was “what concerns worship and discipline, that caused
our fathers to come into this wilderness.” ¢ They insisted that
the local congregation must be an integral unit, independent of
others, and that its basis must be a covenant of its members

6. Religious History of New England, p. 7.
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agreeing together to form a church. Over such bodies of believers
there were to minister men deriving their powers from the con-
gregation, with jurisdiction only in spiritual matters.” And, of
course, the guide in every concern of life was the word of God
which must be admitted to be directly revealed in the pages of
the Bible.* We must not think, because no one of these tenets
had to do with the creed or the fundamental doctrine of the
church, that the points at issue were any the less grave. God was
to be strictly obeyed, and His written commands followed in
detail. The ceremonies of the Church of England were not
directly ordered by Holy Writ. Hence they were not to be toler-
ated by him who feared God.* To protest against them was but
to observe the divine will. Nothing could be more important
to the true Puritan. We need not try to see just what he thought,
so long as we realize that he did think, and thought so deeply
that his conclusions were to him something to be upheld not only
with words but with deeds. For them he would face the utmost
in hardship, and defy perseveringly the perils of sea and land.

Men who felt thus were the settlers in and about Boston. In
their ranks were a number of university men, many of them
educated at Puritanically inclined Cambridge. Richard Mather’s
reasons for leaving England to follow them five years after their
great migration were the same that theirs had been. It was to
the State they had built that he came, and under their govern-
ment he established himself. As we have seen, neither he nor
they wished universal tolerance. Their aim was to build their
own church in their own way. It was still considered part of the
English establishment.’* Its members were English subjects,
their numbers were few, their difficulties great, and the country
strange to them. All this Richard Mather understood, just as he
was prepared to find in the Massachusetts of 1635 a community
where the government and the religious system were both based
on such directions as could be found in the Bible, where the
ministers were often learned and always regarded as the final
authorities on Scriptural interpretation, and where, accordingly,
they held great power in the state. Originally it was held that

7. Cf., in general, Religious History of New England, pp. 1-73; H. M. Dexter, Con-
gregamnah.rm, and W. Walker, A History of the Congregational Churches.

8. Cf. Chapter 4, note 6, poss.

9. Cf. Palfrey, i, 113, 114.

10. Idem, i, 312; C. Mather, Magnalia, book I, chap. 4, section 1; and T. G. Wright,
Literary Culture, pp. 15, 16.
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the religious and the civil governments were quite distinct; but
inevitably, with Holy Writ as the guide for both, and the minis-
ters as the sole interpreters of its pages, the line of division was
often blurred. Mather knew, and we must not forget, that it was
with a definite idea of founding not only a church but a har-
monious Bible government that the Puritans came.®* Their
success or failure can be read in his life, and his son’s. Both
influenced profoundly the course of Puritanism in the New World.
Religion and government were the greatest concerns of the
Puritan, and foremost in Richard Mather’s mind. They were
topics that left little room for minor things. In England such
men as Jonson, Massinger, Ford, and John Milton dominated
the literary scene. But in Plymouth and Boston, literature was
a minor matter, and such books as were written live for the most
part not as art but as earnest records of human experience, or
concise statements of definite religious views. To the New Eng-
landers of the time, art was less important than the record of
solid realities, and books were valued only for the sound doctrine
they might contain. Poetry and drama were luxuries out of
place in a frontier community where practical learning and in-
struction in religious and civil business were staple needs. More-
over the Puritans were for the most part men tasting for the first
time the fruits of education. Most of them came fsrom families
without learned background, and to them the opportunity to
study had come as a rare privilege offered by the changing times.
Naturally, then, they turned to the classics, to the solid corner-
stones of scholarship, and to those books most packed with
learning. They found no time for mere works of art. They wrote
to teach, and read to learn. Scholarship, not literature, was their
al.
goAll this, and much more, Mather accepted without thought, as
part of the very texture of his everyday world. Many another
aspect of his times, forgotten by us, deserves to be recalled, but
even with what has been said we may perhaps understand him
and his illustrious son so far as we deal with the mere events and
facts of their lives. But we cannot hope to appreciate how the
Mathers felt on that memorable evening when they first walked
through the newly laid out streets of Boston, unless we try
constantly to revive in ourselves the spirit that gave them
courage and life.

11. Religious History of New England, pp. 12, 13.
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It was a spirit of sincere loyalty to an ideal, and to a church
and state founded upon it. Their minds knew no doubt where
their great purpose was involved; and doubts of a later day
should not affect us when we would follow them with sympathetic
minds. Unquestionable sincerity was theirs, great hardihood,
great perseverance, and, judged by their results in the wilderness,
great skill. Calvinists we cannot be, perhaps, nor can we see
in every incident the direct interposition of God. Few of us can
create for ourselves an Almighty so stern and rigorous as Richard
Mather’s, or accept the doctrine that only a chosen few are God’s
elect, and by Him saved from hell. Each of us, aided by the
accumulated experience of three hundred years, can pick flaws
in the government and policy of the Puritans. But is there one
of us who can quite resist men who served their faith with such
deep earnestness? They were radicals when it was far easier
to be reactionaries; they were pioneers when the wilderness held
unusual dangers; they were state-builders in spite of every
material difficulty; they were church-builders unaided by the
force of tradition; and they were, above all, sincere and single-
minded in word and act. Grant them admiration for what they
achieved, share their spirit for one moment, and the task of for-
getting the twentieth century for the seventeenth is done, and
with clear consciences and stout hearts we may land in Boston
with Richard Mather. With him, we shall be ready to meet and
face unafraid what the morrow may bring forth.



CHAPTER IV

THE SETTLEMENT OF THE MATHERS IN NEW ENG-
LAND. — THE BIRTH OF INCREASE MATHER

AS we leave the Fames with Richard Mather, and enter the
Boston of 1635, there are still details that waken our
interest, although they were to him the veriest commonplaces.
We may puzzle over the validity of the charter * by which Massa-
chusetts was owned, and under which John Haynes was then
governor. We may question the justifiability of the colony’s
determination to protect their patent against revocation or
alteration from England.* We may stop to consider the way in
which New England’s political problem, the government of a
large settlement by those few men to whom the charter gave
power, and the admission of enough new members to the cor-
poration to ensure its permanency without endangering its
orthodoxy, had been solved. We shall find no ideals of universal
suffrage, abstract democracy, nor any motives other than the
practical ambition to preserve Massachusetts as a Bible com-
monwealth, the stronghold of a particular faith. We shall dis-
cover that the authority was in the hands of Winthrop and other
good Puritans, elected by church members alone.?

How this “aristocratic republic” appealed to the large part 4
of the population whose interests in New England were not pri-
marily religious, or who, for one reason or another,’ had not joined
one of the churches springing up in and about Boston, may seem
to twentieth-century eyes a grave question. To some of us the
Puritan political scheme may seem fundamentally wrong. The
harshness of our judgment increases in proportion to our belief
in democracy as we know it as the ideal rule for all states. But
Mather saw Massachusetts as a refuge for one sect, where others
than the orthodox had no right to disobey the laws piously made

1. Lectures on Massachusetts History, chap. 11.

2. Palfrey, vol. 1, chap. 10.

3. Mass. Rec.,May 18,1631. For Winthrop, see R. C. Winthrop, Life and Letters of
Fohn Winthrop.

4- Channing, i, 347fF.
§. Lectures on Massachusetts History, p. 61 n.
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for them.® He could regard calmly what was probably the most
discussed affair of the day in Boston, the banishment of the too
vociferously conscientious Roger Williams.” To the Puritans
this seemed, not persecution, but a necessary weeding out of
heresy striking at the very root of the structure of the New
England they believed in; and the checking of an unorthodoxy
made dangerous chiefly because of the vehemence of its expres-
sion.® Mather could see current affairs as the colonial leaders
saw them. He could trace in their actions the unswerving pursuit
of a clearly visioned goal. To it we are too often blind. Thus we
make the whole record of the early years of Massachusetts seem
an unintelligible chaos of oligarchic intolerance. Once more we
must see with Puritan eyes. Only thus can we understand the
times and the men who dominated them.

Seeing for the moment as Richard Mather saw, we shall find
the people in the streets of Boston in no way strange. Their
doublets and buckled belts, their hose, the ruffs of the gentry, and
the broad-brimmed hats — and perhaps here and there a bit of
forbidden lace — were simply English costume, worn by English-
men in new surroundings. There were social distinctions here
as at home. “Mr.” and “Mrs.” were titles to be claimed only
by those of undoubted prominence, by ministers or magistrates,
while the lesser members of the colony contented themselves
with the humbler “Goodman” or “Goodwife.”?

But, obvious and normal as all this seemed, the Mathers cannot
have been indifferent to the physical setting of the Puritans’
colonial experiment. They found themselves in a city of less than
five thousand souls,’ with “thirty houses” ** and many less
pretentious dwellings, pleasantly situated on a peninsula between
the “Bay of Roxberry” and the “Charles-River.” There was
interest for newcomers in the fishing boats at the wharves, the
fences against the wolves, the heaps of furs from Indian traders,
the granaries of maize, the fabrics woven at Rowley, the freshly

6. Lectures on Massachusetts History, pp. 31ff. On the Bible as the basis of the Puri-
tans’ law, cf. R. C. Winthrop, Life and Letters, ii, 445; W. Walker, Creeds and Platforms,
p- 203; and J. Winthrop, History of New England, i, 240.

T W. Walker, A History, pp. 136,137; O.S. Straus, Roger Williams; and Channing,
b 3:."1. Winthrop, History of New England, especially i, 209, 210. Cf. in general,
Palfrey, i, 300, 388.

9. On the foregoing details, see Memorial History of Boston, i, 123, 486, 487.

10. F. B. Dexter, Estimates of Population.

11. J. Josselyn, An Account of Two Foyages, p. 20, and Palfrey, ii, 62 n.
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felled timber from the woods, and the beginnings of roads through-
out the countryside.” These were all sights satisfying to a family
venturing its all in a spot of wilderness recently reclaimed by the
chosen of God. To admit that Mather and his brethren were
deeply concerned with such practical affairs as the prosperity of
the fisheries or the Indian trading expeditions is not to be forced
to follow some modern writers in the difficult leap to the belief
that worldly considerations eclipsed religious ones in the minds
of the founders of Massachusetts. Practical necessities of life
were inevitably to the fore in their thoughts. They were faced
with the problem of self-support in a strange country; they knew
that only by active trade could colonists be induced to join them;
and they knew that though they as leaders had come from
motives largely concerned with their religious faith, their state
could not survive long with leaders alone. Laborers, tradesmen,
and craftsmen were all needed for the colony’s life. No one knew
better than Mather and his spiritually minded brethren that a
starving town could never nourish a vigorous church. |

To the visitor in Boston in 1635, the prospects for Massa-
chusetts must have seemed bright, and to the Puritan there was
good augury for the permanence of his ideal state. Comfortable
houses were rapidly replacing the huts of the early settlers, the
wharves bore witness to the beginnings of commerce, while in-
doors the abundant variety of food showed that, for the present,
famine was not to be feared.® To us, perhaps, the absence of
luxury, of amusements, of the visible tokens of an interest in
art, strikes a chill. To the Mathers and their friends such deficien-
cies passed unnoticed, or, if seen, were welcomed, for was there
not always the church? Was not the church to them, in the
fervency of their faith, the centre of all life? The cold and cheer-
less meeting-house offered them the warmest and most glowing
interest man could have. Worship was not worship merely, but
the gratification of the longing that dictated their every step, the
apotheosis of all hobbies, and the all-sufficing substitute for
worldly recreations and unprofitable ways of passing time, given
by God to be devoted by men to His work. With worship went
the need and desire for learning, for in knowledge lay greater
opportunity for service to the Church.* Thus, between the

12. For these details see W. Wood, New Englands Prospect, p. 39, and Palfrey, ii, 52~

54, 58.
13. Palfrey, ii, §6, §7, §9, and E. Johnson, £ History of New England, p. 210.

14. Cf., for example, 1. Mather, The Life and Death, pp. 75, 88, 89.
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rudely finished study of his home, still redolent of new wood, and
the severely austere meeting-house, many a Bostonian found
more than enough of intellectual excitement to fill the hours that
his labors in conquering the material hardships of frontier life
left him for such joys.

Others, no doubt, found their solace in other ways. They
sought profit in sound coin of the realm rather than in accumu-
lated credit for a future life. They may well have felt a bitter
sense of injustice at paying taxes to support a church with which
they were unsympathetic, and complained, justly enough, we may
think, against subjection to a government in which they had a
voice but no vote.” But their leaders loved the church and
believed in it, and, to them, men who did not share their belief
were outcasts in this world and the next, without right to dictate
in a commonwealth governed by the Puritan interpretation of the
Bible and consecrated to one form of service to God. Naturally
then, Mather and his fellow thinkers went their way quite
untroubled by ideals of a rule better than Winthrop’s, and merci-
fully ignorant of the political theories that in centuries to come
were to change the world for their descendants. Boston Puritans
in 1635 believed that they were building on a sound basis. Prob-
lems might occur, but such men as Richard Mather, by nature
and experience, were strong enough to face them down.

The newcomers on the Fames were warmly received. A Puritan
preacher known in England, in New England was sure to be
hailed with delight. A man with university training and a student
and lover of books found many of similar experiences and tastes
in Boston. An able writer on points of religious controversy, such
as Richard Mather was soon to prove himself, was to the colonial
leaders a most grateful prize.*® It was among friends that he set
to work to build up a new home, admired Governor Winthrop’s
house, talked to such reverend men as Wilson and Hooker,*? and
enrolled himself and his wife as members of the Boston church.*®
There were about him many university graduates, and there are

1. Channing, i, 343; J. T. Adams, The Founding, pp. 172, 213fL., 388; and Lectures
on Massachusetts History, p. 63. That taxation for the support of the church did not
seem to some Puritan leaders to be the best method is shown by Cotton’s views,
reflected in J. Winthrop, History of New England, i, 144, 145 and n.

16. E. Johnson, A History of New England, pp. 104, 105.

17. For John Wilson, see C. Mather, Magnalia, book 111, chap. 3. For Hooker, see

G. L. Walker, Thomas Hooker.
18. J. Winthrop, History of New England, i,218 n.; 1. Mather, The Life and Death,

P- 74.
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abundant records revealing the existence of good libraries, the
importation of books, and their circulation among the townsfolk.*
For a man who loved his own well-filled bookshelves ?° Boston was
no intellectual desert. For a good Puritan it was a plain well
watered by sound literature and the teachings of enlightened
men.

The books soon to be produced in New England were, indeed,
more to Mather’s mind than what we now regard as the best work
of the time in the mother country. A printing press of their own
relieved Massachusetts writers from the necessity of trusting
their manuscripts to a long sea voyage. There were printers in
the colony before they found a place in several quite as well-
settled communities in England,” and the defects of the books
they published are far more apparent to us than they were to
those who read the sheets fresh from the press. To contempo
readers the first publications in Massachusetts appealed throug
their timeliness. No flavor of antiquity marked them then, but
their value was obvious to every New Englander who would read
the newest expressions on the most important matters of every-
day life. The beginnings were slow and small, but the first
literature of the colonies suffers little when compared with what
practical, hard-working Puritans printed elsewhere.®* There was
no Milton in New England, and such poetry as saw the light,
though no worse than much which found a hearing at the same
time in England, lacks any merit to preserve it for our day.
There was no Ford, no Ben Jonson, no Heywood, and no Shirley
in Boston, for which every faithful devotee of the new state gave
thanks; but there was Thomas Hooker to expound religion,
William Wood to describe the material side of life, and Richard
Mather himself — all three far better suited to Boston’s early
needs than dramatists whose art seemed to the colonists irre-
trievably profane and vile.

Books and reading were alluring, but Richard Mather’s mission
was practical. He had come to resume the preaching interrupted
in England; and we read that, while he “abode with his Family
for some Moneths in Boston . . . . Motions from sundry Towns were

19. Cf. T. G. Wright, Literary Culture, chaps. 2, 3, 4.

20. See references to books owned by Richard Mather, in J. H. Tuttle, TAe Libraries
of the Mathers, and Mather’s will, 14id., p. 277.

21. Cf. R. F. Roden, The Cambridge Press.

22. Cf. T. G. Wright, Literary Culture, pp. 80, 81.
23. Cf. 1éid., p. 84.
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soon presented to him,” desiring him to undertake “ the work of
the Ministry amongst them.” Plymouth called, as did Roxbury
and Dorchester, and, no doubt, he made the trip to the two
last-named villages, as an aid to his decision. Roxbury, “a faire
and handsome Countrey-towne; the inhabitants of it being all
very rich,” was “well woodded and watered; having a cleare and
fresh Brooke running through the Towne,” in which “there
is great store of Smelts.”

All this was attractive, but it was on Dorchester, a mile away,
that his choice fell. He “referred himself to the Advice of some
judicious Friends; amongst whom, Mr. Cot#ton and Mr. Hooker
were chief . . . and their Advice was, That he should accept of the
Motion from Dorchester.” * A wise decision, for his chosen field
was “the greatest Towne in New England; well woodded and
watered; very good arable grounds, and Hay-ground, faire Corne-
fields, and pleasant Gardens, with Kitchin gardens.” ** There
was opportunity here, since most of the first church in the town
had moved to Connecticut, and Mather lost no time.*®* By April
1, 1636, a group was prepared to take the covenant required to
form a new church. Prudent and far-sighted Puritan councils
had seen that, with church membership as the test for the fran-
chise, the forming of new churches must be supervised, and made
subject to the consent of the magistrates and the existing con-
gregations.” Winthrop tells how Mather and his followers were,
on their first application, thought to be“ not meet at present to be
the foundation of a church” — but in explaining the defects in
their belief, he excepts Mather himself as one whose orthodoxy
was beyond cavil.® By August 23, however, the defects were
remedied and ““a Church was Constituted in Dorchester according
to the Order of the Gospel, by Confession and Profession of
Faith; and Mr. Mather was chosen Teacher of that Church.” s*

To remember just what was the scene enacted in Dorchester
on that summer day of 1636 is to see more clearly essential ele-
ments of the time. Preaching, prayer, — both at length, — the

24. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 74.

25. W. Wood, New Englands Prospect, p. 39.

26, 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 74.

27. W. Wood, New Englands Prospect, p. 39.

28. I. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 74; S. J. Barrows and W. B, Trask, Records
of the First Church at Dorchester, Introduction.

ag. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 75; Mass. Rec., i, 168.

30. J. Winthrop, History of New England, i, 219.

31. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 75.
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presence of representatives from the churches of neighboring
towns and of a delegate of the civil government, a public confes-
sion of faith by the congregation, and their offering of evidence
to support their sincerity, their cross-examination by the minis-
ters, the bestowal upon them of the right hand of fellowship from
other parishes, and, finally, the public acknowledgment of the
covenant, binding the congregation together as a church “to
walke togeather as a right ordered Congregacoii of Cht.” —these
are the broad outlines.’* In them we see the dawning realization
of the need for close relations between individual churches and
between the religious and civil establishments, the emphasis on
definite evidence of conversion and public profession of fidelity,
and, most of all, the democratic basis of the church in its crea-
?o:h from a voluntary consociation of would-be servants of the
aith.»

At least thirty-five men were members of Mather’s church
when he took up his duties as ““teacher,” and laid on his capable
shoulders the task of “attending to doctrine and therein adminis-
tering aword of knowledge.”*# His parish waslarge, for Dorchester
then comprised territory now divided among half a dozen towns.s
There was plenty of work to be done, and the little meeting-house,
standing near what was later the corner of Cottage and Pleasant
streets,’ absorbed much of Richard Mather’s time. There was
also his family to be cared for, and educated, and he had his own
studies to pursue. Moreover, he soon found writing to be done to
aid the Congregational cause. There were few idle hours in his
day, even though his good wife “had taken ... all Secular Cares,
so that he wholly devoted himself to his Study.” 37

There were no established schools as yet, and the teaching of
four sons was a task not to be evaded by a Puritan to whom books
had proved the key of life.3® The eldest boy was Samuel, nine
years old. Two years younger was Timothy, and Nathaniel was
but five when he first saw Boston. On May 13, 1637, Eleazar was

32. E. Johnson (£ History of New England, pp. 214—216) describes the founding of
a New England church. The text of the Dorchester church covenantis in Barrows and
Trask, Records, pp. 1, 2.

33. The churches, once formed, do not seem to have been democratic in government.
Cf. H. M. Dexter, Congregationalism, pp. 424-429.

34. Barrows and Trask, Records, p. xvii; W. Walker, Creeds and Platforms, p. 211.

35. Memorial History of Boston, i, 430.

36. 1bid., pp. 435, 436-
37. L Mnther, The Life and Death, p. 77.

38. Palfrey, ii, 46; S. G. Drake, fln Pedigree of the Farml] of Mather,
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born.?® Surely the Mathers found abundant interest and many
problems within their own four walls. Some of their cares were
shared by the new college across the river in Newtowne,* for
Samuel Mather graduated with the second class it sent out, in
1643. Timothy never went to college, but Nathaniel followed
Samuel, graduating in 1647, and returning at once to England.

There were preoccupations other than those concerned with
growing youth. With that habit of introspection so typical of
Puritanism, and rife among the Mathers, Richard grew uneasy
as to his own religious state, and gladly availed himself of the
help of the Reverend John Norton in putting his fears to rest.«
There was literary work, too, for two sets of questions on church
government came from English Puritans to their brethren in
Boston. The larger of these Mather set himself to answer, and in
so doing he covered clearly and ably the fundamentals of Con-
gregationalism in New England.# A few years later he answered
another English questioner, in his “Apologie of the Chvrches in
New-England.” ¢ A third work of a different sort must have
been even more exacting in its demands on his time. “The Whole
Booke of Psalmes Faithfully Translated into English Metre,”
familiarly known as “The Bay Psalm Book,” appeared as the
work of John Eliot, famous for his work with the Indians, Thomas
Welde, his co-laborer in Roxbury, and Richard Mather. Chiefly
remembered to-day as the third production of the new press at
Cambridge, and by its rarity made dear to the bibliophile, it was
to contemporary readers a scholarly work of sound religious value.
Its popularity leaves no doubt as to its reception by those for
whom it was designed. And, though we may find its form
barbarous, we cannot well forget what obstacles its authors
overcame. To do so much, in their inexperience and their remote-
ness from centres of leaming, was real achievement. Nor may
we forget the authors’ own defence of their method and statement
of their aim. “If therefore the verses are not alwayes so smooth
and elegant as some may desire or expect; let them consider that

39. J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, i, 78ff., 157fF., 405ff.; S. G. Drake, The Pedi-
gree of the Family of Mather.

40. J. Winthrop, History of New England, i, 318 and n.

41. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 76.
. 2. W, Vgalker The Services of the Malher:, pp. 63ff.; H. M. Dexter, Congregation-
“ ”4"; l:/VnWalker, The Services of the Mathers, p. 65.

44. For Eliot and Welde, see DNB.
45. Cf.R.F.Roden, The Cambridge Press, chap. 2; M. C. Tyler, History, i, 274—277.
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Gods Altar needs not our pollishings:. .. wee have respected
rather a plaine translation, then to smooth our verses with the
sweetnes of any paraphrase, and soe have attended Conscience
rather then Elegance, fidelity rather then poetry, in translating
the hebrew words into english language, and Davids poetry into
English meetre; that soe we may sing in Sion the Lords songs of
prayse according to his owne will.” 4

Beyond Mather’s study door the world was moving fast. By
1639 the population of Massachusetts had grown to more than
eight thousand,” Anne Hutchinson had provoked a storm of
discussion, and her judges had sown the seeds of recriminations
to be heaped on them by their descendants;® the churches had
held their first Synod;* attempts against the Charter had been
resisted,s° and Harvard had been founded.s* There was news from
England, too. Prynne, Bastwick and Burton suffered at the hands
of Laud, Ship-money became a topic for popular debate, and the
fires soon to destroy Charles I's power burned more brightly.
And through it all the Dorchester Church heard from their
Teacher, now fast becoming a leader in Massachusetts, a “way of
Preaching” which “was plain, aiming to shoot his Arrows not
over his peoples heads, but into their Hearts and Consciences.”
“The Lord gave him an excellent faculty in making abstruse
things plain.” Constantly he gave himself to study and prayer,
fought off temptation, and by patience, judgment, and the fear of
God, won a measure of fame.*

He has served us well as a guide. His life has given us a clue
to the experience of a typical Puritan emigrant, and an inkling of
the problems such men faced. With his eyes we have seen Boston
in its infancy. In his characteristics, we have found the germ of
those qualities which were to develop fully in hisson. For Richard
Mather and his wife the birth of a boy, on June 21, 1639, was but
another proof of God’s love.® For us it is the dawning of the life
we are to trace in its varied meaning for the men and the times

46. Preface.

47. F. B, Dexter, Estimates of Population.

48. Cf. J. T. Adams, The Founding of New England, pp. 171, 172; B. Adams, Tke
Emancipation of Massachusetts, also denounces the Puritans’ course toward Mrs.
Hutchinson.

49. W. Walker, History, pp. 142ff.

so. Palfrey, i, 556, 557

§1. Mass. Rec.,1,183.

§3. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, pp. 75, 81~83, 8s.
§3. Parentator, pp. 3, 3.
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which saw its course. On June 23, Increase Mather was baptized
at the Dorchester church.% His name, we read, was given “be-
cause of the never-to-be-forgotten Increase, of every sort, where-
with GOD favoured the Country, about the time of his Nativ-
ity.” ssIf this be so, it is peculiarly fitting, for never throughout
his life were the fortunes of Increase Mather unaffected by the
progress of Massachusetts, and his influence was always felt in
the state. In him flowered the vigor which brought his father
from the mediocrity of his early environment to leadership in the
colony. Richard’s fervor lived again in Increase, and even such
minor things as the Dorchester Teacher’s habits of work, his
,//diary writing, his summaries of his faults, his grateful epitomizing
of his causes for thanksglvmg, and his promises to the Lord,
were to be aids in his son’s climb to eminence. Thirst for study,
talent for preaching, and the ability to write for his fellow men
with what to them were inspiration and power, fell by inheritance
to Increase Mather’s lot. How he welded his birthright, his
training, and his experience into a character singularly qualified
to do an unprecedented work among his fellows, is the keynote
of the interest held for us by the chronicle of his long and active
life.

54. Barrows and Trask, Records, p. 151.
55. Parentator, p. §.



CHAPTER V

BOYHOOD

CHILDHOOD was uninteresting to biographers of Puritan
tastes. That they told of Increase Mather’s career, with
hardly a word on the days before he left college, is characteristic
of his time. Deeds done for the church were of excelling interest
to our earliest American biographers, and a child too young to
be a preacher, and still innocent of any valid religious experience,
offered little to the diligent chroniclers who gloated over the
spiritual conquests of his later life. Of course, an exceptional
child might be worthy of attention even from Jonathan Edwards,*
but what we are wont to call the “normal boy”’ was, to those who
saw him in the seventeenth century, most often merely a living
proof of the power of the sin born in man. Until at some sober
later day he acknowledged God, and joined a church duly pro-
fessing the orthodox Congregational way, he was an unfit subject
for such a “life” as those with which the ‘“Magnalia” abounds.
Education was necessary, and the finished product was to be
admired. The raw material was not to be borne in mind. In
the glory of the man, the Puritan too easily forgot what had been
the promise of the child.

In a different age, and concerned with a being of flesh and blood
rather than a pious lay figure, we cannot so easily pass by his
youth. Elements of it we have already seen. His parents’ con-
cerns, their motives and traits, were more than once reflected in
him, and a knowledge of them opens a loophole for a glimpse of
the child who was the father of K_creasé Mather, the man. We
have glanced, too, at events of his day in his world, and to look
more closely is the best way to see in truer colors the determining
conditions of his early growth. He lived in the house of a leader
in local affairs, and to a sharp-eared boy such talk as he heard
at home must have offered both interest and excitement. Frontier
life, experience teaches, is not dull, and the Mather home was set
in the midst of a frontier community. Remembering his heritage,
and searching for the more striking incidents of the Boston and

1. Cf. his account of Phebe Bartlett in his Faithful Narrative of the Surprising Work
of God.
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the England of the sixteen-forties, we may sketch the scene that
figured largely in shaping the early development of a Puritan
man of affairs.

The first broad outlines are plain enough. Increase Mather
was only two years old when Strafford was executed. Edgehill,
Marston Moor, and Naseby were fought before he passed his
sixth birthday. He may have been old enough to be stirred by
the news which told New England that the Scots had surrendered
the King and that the army was in possession of London. Less
than two years later the windows of Whitehall looked out upon
the execution of Charles I, and in the streets of Boston men
heard the tidings, gravely conscious of their import. By 1650,
two of Richard Mather’s sons were in England, and their letters,
written during the events leading up to the Protectorate, must
have given their younger brother a vivid sense of the reality
of affairs abroad.? Here was a safeguard against a provincial
point of view for Increase Mather, and for us a valuable reminder
of how closely Boston Puritans were in touch with their old home.
The youngest of them knew how the Commonwealth arose, of
the fighting at Dunbar and Worcester, of the fall of the Long
Parliament before Cromwell, and how the Protectorate began
and waxed in power.

So also Richard Mather’s youngest son could not easily close
his eyes to events at home. There were obvious effects from the
cessation of emigration from England. As Winthrop writes:
“The parliament of England setting upon a general reformation
both of church and state, the Earl of Strafford being beheaded,
and the archbishop (our great enemy) and many others. . . im-
prisoned and called to account, this caused all men to stay in
England in expectation of a new world, so as few coming to us,
all foreign commodities grew scarce, and our own of no price.” 3
Increase Mather may,on the other hand, have been quite uncon-
scious of annexations to Massachusetts, of the dangers seen by
his elders in the sway of Presbyterianism in England, or the
political implications of the forming, in 1643, of the “ United
Colonies of New England.” ¢ He was not yet four years old when
this confederation of Plymouth, Connecticut, New Haven, and
Massachusetts, was begun; but a few years later, even without

2. J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, i, 788F., 157ff.; MHS Coll., Series 4, vol. viii.
3. J. Winthrop, History, ii, 37.
4. Palfrey, vol. i, chap. 15; vol. ii, chaps. 4, 10.
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our perspective, he surely realized its meaning as “an act of

absolute sovereignty on the part of the contracting states,” s and

in it he must have read, as clearly as we can, the colonists’ desire

to free congregational New England from the interference of a

Presbyterian parliament. Surely he saw that they had seized a

tf:llost opportune time to put through this measure so vital to their
ture.®

Easier for a boy to grasp were the difficulties with the Indians,
or attempts at their conversion. When he was seven years old,
Increase Mather may have heard John Eliot preach to his
savage converts at Dorchester.” Surely he knew of the calling
of the Synod in 1646, for was not his own father a leader in its
debates? * Perhaps, with a boy’s feelings, he noted the now
famous date in 1647, when by law was established in Massa-
chusetts a system of common schools.® Certainly the college
across the river held from his earliest days a share of his interest
and respect. His older brothers graduated from Harvard while
he was still very young, and the eldest became the first fellow of
the College.** Through their eyes he saw the beginnings of higher .
education in New England; by the family fireside he joined in
the loyal mourning for the death of John Winthrop,™ and, indoors
or out, he found himself with every passing year more and more
a part of the busy little world that to him was home.

If town government, a school system, territorial growth, alli-
ance with other colonies, and opposition to English rule held
no less meaning for him than for us, if all the events of the first
decade of his life helped to mould his view of the world, we can
trace in even blacker ink and with a firmer hand the shaping
influences he found in his father’s house. Here Richard Mather in
the full tide of his power stands boldly out. His congregation,
answering the drum or horn on Sunday morning, saw him in the
pulpit of the meeting-house, a leader in more senses than one —
not merely their minister but a strong figure throughout the
commonwealth. After the prayer, and the exposition of a selec-
tion from the Bible, they sang a psalm as he had translated it, and

5. Palfrey, i, 630.

6. Idem, vol. i, chap. 15.

7. Idem, ii, 194, 195; Lectures on Massachusetts History, pp. 305fF.

8. H. M. Dexter, Congregationalism, pp. 436f.

9. Mass. Rec., ii, 203; Palfrey, ii, 262, 263.

10. J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, i, 78.
11. March 26, 1649.
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after the long sermon, they received his blessing. In the afternoon
they came again to pray, and to be preached to once more.*
Accounts of such services give us a sense of mental chill, but to his
hearers Richard Mather’s ministrations were the event of the
week, and the warmth and vigor of his teaching gave them
intellectual stimulus and inspiration for life. They were not
alone in their benefits from him. In England were printed books
from his pen; and when the Synod of 1646, or 1647, finally
endorsed what we know as the “Cambridge Platform,”—*“by
far the best statement of Congregational principles which the
seventeenth century produced,” ®— most of the finished version
was the product of Mather’s thought.** This “terse, clear, and
well-balanced summary,” * alone would have made its author
a father for any Puritan boy to be proud of. Nor was he forgetful
of wife and son, for there are recorded his resolutions for their
welfare, his desire “to be more frequent in religious discourse and
talk,” and his determination “to be more careful in catechising
children.” He adds “and therefore to bestow some pains this
way, every week once; and if by urgent occasions it be sometimes
omitted, to do it twice as much another week.” *

Against the background thus outlined there is room for a more
intimate portrait of the young Increase Mather than can be
made from such materials as the influence of family and environ-
ment. Like clear brush-strokes of vivid color, suddenly bringing
out the dominant note of the picture, his own words shape our
vision of his youth. His mother, *“ Twice a Mother to him,” looms
large in the tale of his early years, and her words live worthily
to-day. “Child,” she told him, when he was but a small boy, “if
GOD make thee a Good Christian and a Good Scholar, thou hast
all that ever thy Mother Asked for thee.” ** Her prayer for him
was earnest, her confidence deep, and her love always great.
There is no better corrective for the harsh black and white of the
conventional likeness we cherish as that of the typical Puritan,
than the reading of such diaries or autobiographies as Mather’s.
They reveal how hotly the love of parent and child burned in a

12. Cf. H. M. Dexter, Congregationalism, pp. 452fF.

13. W. Walker, Tke Services of the Mathers, p. 67.

14. 1. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 87; W. Walker, Creeds and Platforms,
PP- 157-237.

15. H. M. Dexter, Congregationalism, p. 438.

16. C. Mather, Magnalia, book 111, part ii, chap. 20, section 13,

17. Parentator, p. 3; Autobiography.
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world where home ties were strong, and discipline, if severe, was
made light by loyal and devoted family life. Increase Mather
displays his mother in the tenderest of lights. As he sat at her
feet, learning to read, or as his father’s hand guided his in his first
essays toward the strangely crabbed handwriting that was to be
so ready a tool in days to come, there was moulding for his later
career.’®® But there is one sentence of his that gives the crowning
touch. Later, his mother’s urgings toward scholarship bore fruit,
but very precious to-day are his words: “Until I was fourteen
years old, I had no love to, nor delight in my books.” ** True, he
led his class,* but a memory of him as a boy who preferred to
school tasks more active pursuits, is an antidote to many a mis-
conception about the man who found an active share in worldly
affairs always quite as appealing as quieter hours at his desk.
His life was to lead him far from his study; his able dealings were
to be not only with books but with men.

Comfortably aware that we are concerned, not with a “young
old man” like Samuel Mather,* or with a priggish and canting
half-grown Puritan, we may come close to understanding how
the events and surroundings we have glanced at helped to guide
Mather’s progress to manhood. Training began early in those
days, and, willing pupil or not, he quickly learned to read and
write. His father added instruction in the elements of grammar,
both Latin and Greek.” Probably by the time he was nine or ten,
he went regularly to the schoolhouse near the church for such
teaching as one Henry Butler, then a student at Harvard, could
give.® When he was twelve he could read Cicero “ex tempore,”
“and make and speak true Latine in Verse and Prose, suo ut afunt
Marte,” and “decline perfectly the Paradigm’s of Nouns and
Verbes in the Greek tongue.”* Much else he must have learned
from what he saw and heard, from the life of Nature so close to
his door, and from such boyish escapades as were possible in the
Boston of his time.?s Surely his father’s library had its effect in

18. Ausobiography. Of his handwriting, Jeremy Belknap said: “It was the most
crabbed handwriting that ever I had to decipher” (MHS Coll., Series s, iii, 153).

19. Autobiography. 20, Ibid.

a21. C. Mather, Magnalia, book 1V, part ii, chap. 2, section 3.

22. Autobiography.

23. J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, i, 297ff.

24. He went to Harvard “in the latter end of 1651” (Autobiography). See the early
rules for admission to the college in New England’s First Fruits, p. 26.

2§. Cf. Lectures on Massachusetts History, pp. 465ff.; A. M. Earle, Customs and
Fashions in Old New England, chap. 1.
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determining his tastes, though most of it he was probably too
frankly boyish to undertake. Among his own books, preserved
to-day, one bears an inscription dating it during his early years.
George Downame’s ““ Abstract of the Duties Commanded in the
Law of God,” in which Increase Mather wrote his name in 1641,
was a tabular analysis of the Ten Commandments, written by a
bishop of the English church who, although at one time, at least, a
strong advocate of episcopacy, was ever opposed to “popery,”
and always a thorough Calvinist. From a father’s point of view
here was a highly satisfactory gift for a youngest son preparing
to take by his entrance to College his first step away from home.*
Other books he must have had before 1651, but except for the
classics there were probably few among them which we should
classify otherwise than as church history or theology. When
religion was the chief topic among leaders, one could not begin
too early to read along such lines. And, even as a boy, Mather
must have been unfeignedly interested in many a book which we
should cast aside as fit only for students in a narrow field. He
lived when intellectual life meant theological study, and current
literature meant the newest works on religious topics.

In England, of course, there were published during these years
books which have not lost their power and charm. Between 1639
and 1657 there appeared such things as the poems of Carew,
Vaughan, Crashaw, and Waller, Herrick’s “Hesperides,” Izaac
Walton’s “Lives” and his undying “Angler,” Browne’s ““Religio
Medici,” Baxter’s “Saints Rest,” Taylor’s “Holy Living,”
Hobbes’s “De Cive” and his “Leviathan,” the “Oceana” of
Harrington, and Milton’s ““ Areopagitica’ and ““Eikonoklastes.”
Some of these Richard Mather may have bought and read.
Others he would have rejected as idle and vain creations. Often
the works from which we should turn most quickly are those he
would read most eagerly and place in the hands of his son. Unfor-
tunately, from his point of view, English literature was not
entirely dominated by writers of one faith, or confined to the
business-like statement of the ideas of practical church-builders.

Americawas better ordered,standards were clearly defined,and
literature held narrowly to the interests of Mather and his fellow
leaders in this newly created Puritan world. Publication from
the Cambridge Press continued steadily, and the products filled
shelves in Boston homes. There were catechisms, almanacs, and

26. J. H. Tuttle, TAe Libraries of the Mathers, p. 324. For Downame, see DNB.
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here and there a more pretentious book whose title reveals its
contents. John Eliot’s “Indian Primer or Catechism” and his
translation of the Book of Genesis into the Indian tongue, point
to two phases of the settlers’ contact with their predecessors on
Massachusetts soil. In 1647 there was a new edition of the “Bay
Psalm Book,” followed by a revised version in 1651. The next
year there appeared “The Summe of Certain Sermons upon
Genes: 15.6,” by Richard Mather himself, and the “Cambridge
Platform” was printed at the same press three years before.
Charles Chauncy’s “Gods Mercy, shewed to his People in giving
them a faithful Ministry and Schooles of Learning for the con-
tinual supplyes thereof,” and John Cotton’s “Spiritual Milk for
Boston Babes in either England,” 7 by their titles alone show
what popular interest made it worth while to print. Among such
new books of the day, then white and crisp with the ink just dry
on their unthumbed pages, there were sound treatises by New
England authors, printed in England and shipped to Boston for
the delight of the faithful there. If there came with them Thomas
Lechford’s ““Plain Dealing,” with its frank statement of the woes
of Boston’s first lawyer, a man who found a theocratic régime far
from agreeable, it was a book that Richard Mather very possibly
kept from his son, but its influence was offset by such pamphlets
as “New England’s First Fruits; In Respect first of the Indians.
2. Of the Progresse of Learning in the Colledge at Cambridge,”
defending as eloquently as contemporary conventions in style
allowed, the practices of the dwellers on Massachusetts Bay.
The unorthodoxy of Roger Williams was answered by no less a
person than John Cotton.®* Edward Winslow, defending New
England’s policy against such malcontents as Samuel Gorton and
Robert Child, wrote his “Hypocrisie Unmasked.” And, as the
first generation of the colony was thinned by death, the deeds
and beliefs of its leaders were recorded in what seemed at the time
such worthy memorials as John Norton’s “The Life and Death of
that Deservedly Famous Mr. John Cotton.” ¢

There are, moreover, three books published in Increase
Mather’s youth which have some claim to permanence. Nathan-
iel Ward of Ipswich, under the pseudonym of “Theodore de la
Guard,” wrote “The Simple Cobler of Aggawam,” and several
editions appeared in England in 1647.2° Even though we read

27. For these books, see R. F. Roden, The Camébridge Press, chaps. 3, 4, §.

28. Cf. M. C. Tyler, History, i, 252-254.

29. léid., p. 219. 30. Iéid., pp. 229-241.
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it with complete lack of sympathy for its doctrine, and contempt
for its denunciation of what Ward saw as the vices of his day,
we cannot escape the discovery that in the vigor of its prose,
violent and unbridled as it too often is, there is power undulled
by time. If to our ears its sentences ring clear, how great must
have been their sound to readers in tune with the ideas expressed!
More prosaic, and enduring for its historical value rather than
any literary merit, is Captain Edward Johnson’s “ Wonder-Work-
ing Providence of Sion’s Saviour in New England.” Its frank,
matter-of-fact manner, and its striving toward transmission of
its author’s spirit, even by such ill-judged methods as frequent
and alarming attempts at verse, give it a flavor which has not
lost its zest; and, as a picture of events and the age when it was
written, the sturdy militia captain’s pages offer much worth
reading more than once.** But most interesting of all is “The
Tenth Muse lately Sprung up in America” — that rara aois in
colonial New England, a book of poems. Anne Bradstreet was
too good a Puritan not to repel us by the strong tincture of
~ theology in her verse, and her choice of Du Bartas as a model
was, by modern standards, unhappy.»* Yet he who reads her
work patiently, comparing the finish of her lines, not to more
polished metres but to those written with the resources and ideals
that were hers, will find much to admire. The most captious must
find imbedded here and there in the “Tenth Muse” bits of deep
feeling, clear picturing, and vivid fragments of authentic poetry.®

Current books, the events of active days in the colony, and the
inspiration of parents and home, all went into the making of the
Increase Mather who, at twelve years old, entered Harvard. He
still lacked, as we have seen, any preoccupation in favor of schol-
arship,* but the college offered him far more than a mere course
of study designed for hopeful candidates for the pulpit. There
were other students to live with and new teachers to guide him.
There was a chance to add to a sound home training experience
in a wider field. There was broader scope for his thoughts and
ambitions, and, above all, a chance to begin for himself the shap-
ing of a worthy inheritance into a character of individuality and
strength.

31. M. C, Tyler, History, i, 137-146.

32. Ibid., p. 282.

33. Ibid., pp. 277292.
34- He must, however, have met the rules for admission in respect to character and
conduct. Cf. Harv. Rec., i, 28, 29.



CHAPTER VI

HARVARD COLLEGE. THE CHOICE OF A LIFE WORK

ON October 28, 1636, three years before Increase Mather was
born, the General Court of Massachusetts voted £400
“towards a schoale or colledge,” and in the next year ““the most
eminent men of the colony”’ were appointed “to take order for a
colledge at Newetowne.”* The enterprise first took definite shape
when there died in Charlestown an English nonconformist
minister, one John Harvard.* He bequeathed one half of his
estate, and all his books, to the college.? This was a gift “equal to,
if not double, that which the colony had ventured even to
promise.” 4 His benevolence made possible the establishment of
the institution that still bears his name.s

Harvard College was first under the unworthy guidance of a
certain Nathaniel Eaton. He was soon succeeded by Samuel
Shepard, of Cambridge, whose pious care prepared the way for
the period of wise and firm control which dated from the landing
of Henry Dunster in the fall of 1640. The newcomer accepted
the post of “President,” and in his achievement, his ability
finds proof.” By charters granted in 1642 and 1650 his task was
lightened by the appointment, first of Overseers, and then of
five Fellows and a Treasurer. The last-named officers were sub-
ject to the powers reserved to the Governor, Deputy-Governor,
the magistrates of the colony, and the ministers of the six near-
est towns, who acted as overseers or visitors of the college.®
With them Dunster drew up rules for admission, laws, and forms
for degrees. He secured funds for the building of a president’s
house, and gave from his own property one hundred acres of
land. Pursuing a wise policy in attempting to concentrate the

1. Mass. Rec., i, 183, 217,

2. Cf. H. C, Shelley, JoAn Harvard.

3. Quincy, i, 460, 462; New England’s First Fruits, pp. 23, 24.

4- Quincy, i, 9.

§. Mass. Rec., i, 2§3.

6. Quincy, i, 13, 14; J. Winthrop, History, i, 370-376.

7. Quincy, i, 14-22; DNB; J. Chaplin, Life of Henry Dunster.
8. Mass. Rec., ii, 30, iv, 12-14.
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educational aspirations of all New England in Harvard, he led
Shepard to ask the Commissioners of the federated colonies to
aid in the support of such scholars as were in need. To this
end it was suggested that “every family throughout the planta-
tion . . . contribute a fourth part of a bushel of corn or something
equivalent thereto,” and the Commissioners recommended ac-
cordingly. Yet in 1647 there were still uses for more money. The
library lacked books, especially on law, philosophy, physics, and
mathematics, and the college building was in want of repair.®
There were constant appeals from Dunster, necessary in spite of
gifts from far-sighted supporters; and the lack of books remained
even after Sir Kenelm Digby and others gave freely to the
library.®

To Increase Mather such a sketch of Harvard’s history would
have been unnecessary. He had grown up with the college, and
came from a household where its progress was eagerly watched.
Leaving the Dorchester fireside, with his brother Eleazar,” to
seek for such accommodations as students could hope for in
Cambridge, it was the physical aspect of Harvard that was of
most interest to him. The college building was an “edifice. ..
very faire and comely within and without, having in it a Spacious-
Hall... and a large Library.” ‘“Chambers and Studies” were
“fitted for and possessed by the Students, and all other roomes
of the office necessary and convenient, with all needful offices
thereto belonging.” ** But when Increase Mather came there,
the structure was, according to Dunster, in a decaying condition.”™
That so new a building was so soon out of repair does not speak
well for the solidity of its construction, and gives some idea of its
character. The President’s house stood near it, and on the next
lot was the house of Edward Goffe, where some students were
allowed to live. Before Increase Mather graduated, still another
building was added to the group; for by a shrewd appeal to the
Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, money was secured for
“the Indian college,” “buil* plain but strong and durable.”
Ostensibly it was to house such Indians as found their way to
Harvard, but, apparently, this new brick house, large enough for
twenty scholars, was by no means preempted by the natives, and

9. Quincy, i, 14-22 and Appendix to vol. i.

10. Harv. Rec., pp. 199, 200.

11. J. L. Sibley, ngmphmd Sketches, 1, 405,

12. New England’.r First Fruits, p. 24.

13. Quincy, 1, 17.
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during Increase Mather’s acquaintance with it, it housed not
only English scholars, but also the colony’s printing press.™

From their windows the students looked out “on a large plain,
more than eight miles square, with a fine stream in the middle
of it, capable of bearing heavily laden vessels.” ** The village of
Cambridge was “compact closely within it selfe,” although ““of
late yeares some few stragling houses have been built.” Its
“well ordered streets” were “comly pompleated *® with the faire
building of Harver Colledge.”

In such surroundings Increase Mather began his work for his
degree. Harvard offered a training not widely different from that
afforded by English universities, and in 1651 few doubted its
excellence.’” The college had been founded to advance Learning,
and perpetuate it to Posterity,” by men “dreading to leave an
illiterate Ministery to the Churches ’;*® but the religious aim was
not unduly harped upon. The charter of 1642 gave power to the
President and governing boards ‘‘to make & establish all such
ordss, statutes, & constitutions as they shall see necessary for the
instituting, guiding, & furthering of the said colledge & the sevrall
membrs thereof . . . in piety, morality, & learning”; and in 1650
‘the object of Harvard was declared to be “the advancement of
all good litterature, arts, and sciences’’ and the ““education of the
English and Indjan youth of this country in knowledge and godli-
ness.”” ** Taken at their face value, such statements are not
unsuited to a liberally minded university of to-day; nor was the
curriculum exclusively devoted to the technicalities of religious
education.” In the first year were studied “Logic, Physics,*
Greek Etymologlcal Syntax,” and, in the Greek language, prac-
tice in “the precepts of Grammar in such Authors as have vari-
ety of words.” Additional studies were “Hebrew and Eastern
Grammar,” “practise in the Bible,” ‘“Reading of Rhetorick
to all Scholars,” “Divinity Catecheticall,” “Common Places,” =
and “Declamations,” with a provision that “Every Scholler may

14. See A. McF. Davis, The Early College Buildings; Harv. Rec., p. 208.

18. Long].rlandllutomal Society Memoirs, 1, 384, 385; E. Johnson, History, p. 201.

16. “Completed” ? E. Johnson, History, p. go.

17. T. G. Wright, Literary Culture, pp. 19-22, and references given there.

18. New England’s First Fruits, p. 23.

19. Mass. Rec., ii, 30, iv, 12.

20. Cf. Quincy, i, 45—48.

. a1. “Natural Science in general.” Cf. New English Dictionary, “ Physics,” defini-
tion I.
m;z. Exercises or theses on set themes. Cf. I4id., *“ Commonplace,” definition 2.
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declaime once a moneth.” In the winter, time was given to his-
tory, and, in summer, ‘the Nature of Plants” was taught. The
second year advanced in Greek to “Prosodie and Dialects,”
“Poesy, Nonnus,* Duport, or the like,” and Chaldee appears in
the schedule. “Ethicks” and “Politicks” * replaced “Logick”
and “Physics,” but the other subjects of the first year were
studied further. In his last term the scholar learned ““ Arithmetic,
Geometry and Astronomy,” and in Greek he was expected to
“perfect . . . Theory before noone, and exercise Style, Composi-
tion, Imitation, Epitome both in Prose and Verse, afternoone.”
The year’s work was completed with the addition of ““Syriack.”
Predominantly linguistic and classical, with only a hint of science,
the course led to a degree conferred when the candidate “on
proofe”” was found “able to read in the Originalls of the O/d and
New Testament into the Latine tongue, and to resolve them Logi-
cally; withall being of godly life and conversation,” provided he
could obtain “at any publick Act... the Approbation of the
Overseers and Master of the Colledge.” * Such a training, though
admirably adapted to equip a man for the Puritan pulpit, was not
planned for embryo divines alone. One remembers that Dunster
sought books to aid his pupils “whose various inclinations to all
professions might thereby be incouraged.” ** In seventeenth-
century eyes, Harvard’s course was by no means without breadth.

A glimpse at the Library confirms this. John Harvard’s bequest
was representative of the whole collection, and a study of its
contents gives a clue to the educated taste of the day. Three
quarters of the books were theological, and of these perhaps half
were commentaries on the Bible, dealing almost equally with the
Old and New Testaments. Many sermons found a place, but
there was little space for religious controversy. Jesuit writers
rubbed elbows with the works of sound Puritans. The classics
filled a good-sized shelf, and one cannot pass unnoticed Chap-
man’s Homer and North’s Plutarch. Grammars and dictionaries,
Greek, Hebrew, and English, flanked by “half a dozen books of

23. Nonnus, fifth-century Greek poet, author of a paraphrase of the Gospel of St.
John in Greek hexameters.

24. James Duport, 1606-1679, Regius professor of Greek at Magdalene College,
Cambndge. Cf. DNB.

2§. Probably ethics, in the public or social sense. Cf. NED.

26. The foregoing account of the curriculum is from New England’s First Fruits,
PP- 28-30.

27. E. Hazard, Historical Collections, ii, 86.
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extracts, or phrases, as Ocland’s Anglorum Prelia, La Primaud-
aye’s French Academy, and Peacham’s Garden of Eloquence”
made up a section of reference works. English literature, as we
know it, was little represented save for Bacon’s Essays, and the
poems of Quarles and Wither, and two tracts and Camden’s
Remaines are the insecure foundation of the collection on English
history. A smattering of science, of scholastic philosophy, of
logic, of medicine, and two books on law complete the literary
mixture.?®* Such a collection was not inadequate material for a
“liberal” seventeenth-century education,® and Mather had
added resources in his father’s library, and such books as he
owned himself.3°

It is not in the curriculum or on the bookshelves that we find
most evidence of Harvard’s Puritanical tone. The laws or rules
reveal more of what we like to consider as typical early Congre-
gational rigor. Latin was to be used at all times, the Scriptures
were to be read so that twice a day each student could give “such
an account of his proficiency therein, both in Theorettical obser-
vations of the Language, and Logick, and in Practicall and spirit-
uall truths, as his Tutor’ might require. He was not to forget
that the main end of life is to know God, that Christ is the foun-
dation of all sound learning. He must eschew “all profanation of
God’s Name, Attributes, Word, Ordinances, and times of Wor-
ship,” and study “to retaine God” and the love of His truth.
Punctuality, diligence, and good behavior at lectures were
demanded. No student might “frequent the society of men
leading an unfit or dissolute life.”” No one, without the consent of
his tutor, or the call of his parent or guardian, might “goe abroad
to other Townes.” Twice a day each pupil reported to his tutor,
and gave an account of his reading. In 1650, the use of tobacco
was forbidden except by the special consent of the President, with
the permission of parent or guardian and the recommendation of
a physician, and, even when allowed, smoking was to be carried
on “in a sober and private manner.” Public meetings or gather-
ings during college hours were banned, and no scholar might drill
with a military company unless he was known to be of “Gravity,
& of approved sober & virtuous conversation.” For three weeks

28. I have drawn my account of Harvard’s library directly from A. C. Potter’s
Catalogue of John Harvard's Library, p. 192.

29. Cf. E. A. Savage, O/d English Libraries, chaps. 6 and 7.

30. See J. H. Tuttle, Libraries of the Mathers.
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before Commencement, on two days each week, all students of
two or more years standing were required to sit in the Hall, “to
be examined by all comers in the Latin, Greek and Hebrew
tongues, and in Rhetoric, Logic, and Physics”; while candidates
for the degree were “ to be examined of their sufficiency according
to the Laws of the College.” Breaches of discipline were punished
by ““Admonition,” and a third offence made the culprit liable to
correction by more vigorous means, unless he were an adult, in
which case he was reported to the Overseers for public repri-
mand.®* Such laws made a world that was no Paradise for idle
youth or for rebels against Puritan theories; but their strictness
1s more apparent in the light of present conditions than in con-
trast with the rules of seventeenth-century universities else-
where.s*

Admitted to Harvard, Increase Mather and his brother trans-
cribed these College regulations and signed them, agreeing to
keep the copy as a reminder “of the duties whereto their privi-
ledges oblidged them.” 33 Their names, as befitted their rank in
the colonial social system, were then listed at the head of their
class.* What they studied and how they were disciplined we
have seen; one would give much to know how Increase Mather
responded to the major influences of instructors and fellow
students. Dunster, inspecting the “manners” of his pupils, de-
livering his Biblical expositions at morning and evening prayers,
and preaching at “publick assemblies on the Lord’s day at
Cambridge where the students’” had *“a particular galleryallotted
unto them,” 3 may have been for some an inspiration and guide.

Mather’s first impressions came most vividly, however, from
Michael Wigglesworth and John Cotton. Of the former he
writes: “I was his Scholar at my first Admission into the Col-
ledge”’; and ““ this worthy man” is called “a blessing as a Tutor.” %
We know Wigglesworth as a sincere and true-hearted Puritan.
His “Day of Doom,” even in pages which seem to us incredibly
stern, displays an earnest believer, and, for his time, no mean
poet. Surely there burned in his infirm body eternally valid
Re 31. For the college rules, see New England’s First Fruits; Quincy, i, s15ff.; and Harv.
?zp [ l}?’o 'for example, J. B. Mullinger, Cambridge Characteristics in the Seventeenth
Century, chap. 2.

33. C. Mather, Magnalia, book 1V, part i, section 4.

34. Cf. Harvard University Quinguennial Catalogue, 1920, p. 13§ n.

36. C. Mather, Magnalia, book 1V, part i, section 4.

36. 1. Mather, Introduction, in C. Mather, £ Faithful Man Described. Boston, 1705.
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qualities of soul.3” He was a man who could appeal to his pupils’
hearts; the other whose impression on Increase Mather is recorded
was of a sort to stimulate a student’s mind. John Cotton wrote
and preached vigorously reasoned doctrine, and made his abilities
felt in church and state. Austere he seems to us, largely from the
beliefs he taught. To his contemporaries he was an example in
learning, and a leader in thought. To Richard Mather he had
been adviser and comforter; to his son he was a figure whose
memory endured. ‘‘Although I had little of personal acquain-
tance with Mr. Cotton, being a child not above thirteen years old
when he died, I shall never forget the last sermon which he
preached at Cambridge, and his particular application to the
scholars there, amongst whom I was then a student newly
admitted.” 38

No word of Mather’s hints at the education he gained from his
contact with other students. We know that in college with him
were such men as Thomas Shepard, later a force in colonial
affairs, Samuel Nowell, to become in after years Treasurer of
Harvard, Gershom Bulkeley, the Connecticut physician and sur-
geon, John Cotton the younger, later united to Mather by a
family bond, Robert Paine, believed to have been the foreman
of the jury which years afterward tried the Salem witches,
Thomas Graves, the Charlestown physician, who became
Mather’s opponent on points of doctrine and went so far as to
uphold Andros during the revolt against his rule, and Elisha
Cooke, who was to clash with Mather more than once during their
joint embassy to England in 1690.2* Such a list, chosen at random,
contains a few whose potentialities may well have been great
enough to mark them in youth. There were others, of course, for
in the three years from 1657 to 1659 twenty-four men took their
degrees. Of these, nearly two thirds became ministers, and others
taught or preached for a time.** However little we have in exact
records, we cannot escape the fact that there were abundant and
varied human influences in Mather’s Harvard, nor can we doubt
what type of aspiration was most common in this little world.

In his own case, circumstances decreed that the formal routine

37. Cf. J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, i, 259ff.; J. W. Dean, Sketch of the Life of
Rev. Michael Wigglesworth; and M. C. Tyler, History of American Literature, ii, 27-35.

38. I. Mather, Preface to C. Mather, “ Johannes in Eremo,” in Magnalia, book 111,
parti.

39. Cf. J. L. beley, Biographical Sketches, vol. i. For Cooke, see pp. 229ff post.
40. Sibley, vols. i, ii
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of the college should not be his. The greatest turning-points of
these years, supremely important for his later life, came else-
where than within college walls. Some time at the end of 1652,
his parents, fearing for his health and distrusting particularly the
diet furnished the students,* sent him to Ipswich to continue his
work toward the degree under the minister of that town, John
Norton. It was a momentous change. Norton is labelled to-day
stern, fiercely bigoted, and absolutely convinced of his own
infallibility, undeterred by doubt, and unrestrained by pltv,
but he was known in his own time as “Thou Noble Norton,” and
praised in such lines as

But Christ hath given his blessing from above
Unto thy workes the World with light to fill.4

He is best seen as one of the most complete embodiments of the
thoroughgoing Puritan character. Intolerant, cruel in his treat-
ment of foes of the commonwealth, hot—tempered and implacably
strict in his tenets, he was a dlhgcnt student and a learned writer,
and, to those of his faith, a strong leader and a cherished friend.
For Increase Mather he was one “whose memory I have peculiar
cause to love and honour.” # Already distinguished as the author
of the first Latin book written in Massachusetts, he was soon
to be chosen as Cotton’s successor in the first church at Boston,
and won further honor, and a chance for even greater service, in
his appointment as an agent from the colony to the king.# His
fame in 1652, and his clear promise of further achievement, were
sufficient to mark him in Richard Mather’s mind as an ideal
teacher for his son. There were closer ties, too, between Mather
in Dorchester, and Norton in Ipswich; for the latter had helped
his colleague through a period of mental unrest, and we know
that “Mr. Mather. . . consulted him as an oracle.. . . and found
him so accomplished and experienced a person, that he main-
tained a most valuable friendship with him to the last.” 47

41. J.L. Slbley, i, 410. In his Autobiography Mather says that he went to lpswlch
after he had lived in Cambridge “about a year.” Thelast quarter bill against him in the
Steward’s Account Books of the College is, according to Sibley, i, 405, dated 10-10-52
(Dec. 10, 1652).

42. Parentator, p. 6. Autobiography refers to the college diet.

43- J. T. Adams, The Founding, p. 259.

44 E. Johnson, History, p. 104.

45. See note 38, ante.

46. Cf. DNB; T. Hutchinson, Collection, ii, 65—93; C. Mather, Magnalia, book 11I,
part i, chap. 2.

47. Ibid., book 111, part i, chap. 2, section 13.
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When Increase Mather began his life under Norton’s roof in
the “good Haven Towne” of Ipswich, with its “faire built”
houses “with pleasant Gardens and Orchards,” 4* he was, one
remembers, although “free from any Scandalous Outbreakings of
Immorality, . . . nothing more than outwardly Moral.” 4 In
other words, he was a boy without zeal for learning, though of
good ability, and was possessed of no consuming passion for
religion and its works. The college, with its aspirants for the
ministry, its exhortations from prominent divines, and its theo-
logical training, may well have done much to make him tinder
easy to kindle to a blaze of religious devotion. John Norton was
admirably fitted to carry on the process, and instil the feelings
and ambitions that made ministers of Boston boys. Yet the
final spark came not from training or teachers, but from a sudden
bitter taste of life.

The story is best told in Increase Mather’s own words:

In the year 1654, the Lord in mercy visited me with a sore disease,
which was apprehended to be the stone. . . . I was soon (by the Lord’s
blessing) recovered. This sickness set me upon prayer to God, and
caused me to reform many vain, wild courses and extravagances of
my life. Also, from this time I became very studious, which before I
had not been. Nevertheless, after some months of health I began to
forget God again, though not so as in the former years of my child-
hood & vanity. But in the latter end of that year, God took away my
dear mother, who had so often prayed for me. About which time the
Lord broke in upon my conscience with very terrible convictions and
awakenings. In the months of March & April, and in the latter end
of May, 1655, I was in extremity of anguish and horror in my soul.
Once at Dorchester, when my father was gone abroad on a public
occasion, and not to return for a day or two, I shut myself up in his
study, and wrote down all the sins which I could remember I had been
guilty of that lay as a heavy burden on my spirits. I brought them
before God, and cried to him for pardoning mercy; and at night
burnt the paper which in way of confession I had sorrowfully spread
before the Lord. Everyone observed that I was strangely changed.
Some of my companions derided me for my now strictness and tender
conscience. I acquainted no man with my troubles, save only that
I wrote some letters from Boston 5° to my father, telling him what

48. E. Johnson, History, p. g6.

49. Parentator, p. 6.

§0. Norton was then living in Boston.
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anguish my soul was in, and desiring his earnest prayers to God for
me. I wished for another opportunity to spend a day in secret prayer
and fasting before the Lord, to humble myself for all my past trans-
gressions. I knew that on the election day, the other scholars who
boarded with me at Mr. Norton’s would be from home; & therefore I
resolved to spend that time from morning to night, where none but
God should see. Accordingly I went into a little garret of Mr.Norton’s
study, & shut the door. And all the family being abroad, I poured
out my soul in complaints before God that day. I prayed to God that
he would show me mercy. At the close of the day, as I was praying, I
gave myself up to Jesus Christ, declaring that I was now resolved to
be his servant, I his only, and his forever; and humbly professed to
him that if I did perish, I would perish at his feet. Upon this I had
ease and inward peace in my perplexed soul immediately; and from
that day I walked comfortably for a considerable time, and was care-
ful that all my words and ways should be such as would not offend
God.**

Sickness, and the first sight of death, were then as now reagents
powerful in awakening religious feeling in a youthful soul. The
final touch came with his dying mother’s last request. Reminding
him of the text, “They that turn many to righteousness shall
shine as the stars for ever and ever,” she urged him to enter the
ministry.$* The sight of her dead face, and the memory of her
voice fresh in his ears, completed the first great stage in his
education. Never in future was he to be in doubt as to his goal.

The rest of his period of training served simply to confirm his
clear vision of his aim. In Boston, after Norton came there in
April, 1653, he carried on his work with the new interest that
came from the sudden crystallization of his purpose. There were
changes in the college to watch, for Dunster had fallen into “the
snares of Anabaptism,” 5 and for daring to express his views was
forced in October, 1654, to resign the presidency.ss John Norton
and Richard Mather were the two men chosen to ask Charles
Chauncy tofill the vacant place.’® That this mission of his father

§1. Autobiography. 52. Iéid.

§3. C. Mather, Magnalia, book 111, part i, chap. 2, sections 19, 20. Norton probably
lived at the present corner of Washington and Milk streets, in the house formerly
occupied by John Winthrop. Cf. Memorial History of Boston, i, 481 n., and H. A. Hill,
History of the Old South Church, i, 131.

§4. C. Mather, Magnalia, book 1V, part i, section .

§5. See references in note 7, anse.
§6. Harv. Rec., pp. 206, 207.
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and his instructor was successful cannot have failed to interest
Increase Mather. The new President, his leanings toward Eng-
land conquered, and his doubts as to salary set at rest,s” bound
himself to silence as to such of his beliefs as were unorthodox for
the time and place. He was a man known in his day for unques-
tioned learning, and his inaugural address, and his diligent admin-
istration, won general praise.s®

For Increase Mather a more immediate influence was Jonathan
Mitchell. As a boy he had come from England on the Fames with
Richard Mather, and, still a young man, was now minister in
Cambridge and tutor in the college. To one pupil, at least, his
teaching was a delight; and even late in life Mather remembered
him and spoke of him in the warmest tones.s* A hard student
and a learned preacher, he was beloved for the human qualities of
meekness and charity clearly discernible in all we read of him.
For a young aspirant for the ministry, in the first blush of fervor,
one could not choose a better guide. The charm of his personality
was needed to aid in overcoming the annoyance caused to Increase
Mather by the delaying of his graduation for a year. His father,
too, insisted that he remain to take his degree,even though others
of his classmates left in protest against the new rule which
lengthened the college course; and, finally, in 1656 ® he returned
to Cambridge, and, probably on August 12, he took his first
degree as Bachelor of Arts.%

Cotton Mather tells of the presentation of his father’s thesis.
The picture strikingly sums up a few of the chief elements of

57- Quincy, i, 466, 467. .

58. Cf. DNB; MHS Coll., Series 1, x, 171-180; and C. Mather, Magnalia, book 111,
part ii, chap. 23, and book 1V, part i, section §.

§9. Autobiography; J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, i, 141-1§7; and C. Mather,
Magnalia, book 1V, part ii, chap. 4, Epistle Dedicatory.

60. Ausobiography; Parentator, p. 14,speaks of “some reasonsof state’ as causing the
lengthening of the course. A.Matthews (“Harvard Commencement Days, 1642-1916,”
in Colonial Society Publications, xviii, 309ff.) says that, in 1653, the course of study was
changed from three to four years. There was a double Commencement in 1653. The
Autobiography gives, as reasons for the change: *“the President, being desirous to keep
the students as long in the College as might be, and some other reasons occurring.”
Sibley gives, in Appendix to vol. 1, a list of all men of whom record is preserved as
members of the college from 1642 to 1658. Several of these, contemporaries of Mather,
took no degree, and they may be those said to have left because of the lengthening of
the course.

61. Autobiography; Parentator, p. 14.
62. That is, the second Tuesday in August. Cf. Colonial Society Publications, xviii,

3ooff.
63. Harvard University Quinguennial Catalogue, p. 136.
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Increase’s early life.* We read that the President “upon a Dis-
like of the Ramaan Strains in which our Young Disputant was
carrying on his Thesis, would have cut him Short, but Mr. Mitchel
Publickly Interposed, Pergat, Quaso, Nam-doctissime disputas.”
Peter Ramus, the greatest French philosopher of the sixteenth
century, a brilliant and useful educational reformer, who pre-
pared the way for many later developments in thought, princi-
pally by freeing men’s minds from the ““yoke of Aristotle,” had
early impressed Richard Mather.% Michael Wigglesworth, the
beloved tutor, studied him, and fell under the spell of the
“Ramcean” confidence in the power of reason and in the obser-
vation of human nature as the basis of philosophy.® His com-
mencement, then, reveals in Increase Mather the force of home
training, the effect of a favorite teacher, and the courage to
defend a thesis unwelcome to a President firmly wedded to
Aristotelian theories.” It is significant, too, that his most recent
tutor saw promise in his pupil, and intervened to save him from
interruption. Such a scene picks out some of the threads we have
followed in the story of his youth, and closes fittingly enough the
record of these early years.

Leaving college behind him, he faced experiences and tasks
which were to lead to further development and expansion of his
nature. With the rest of his generation, he had seen the estab-
lishment of institutions for which he was to fight as for the ideals
of youth. Much that grew in his early days was to endure.
Much else was to change, or, perhaps, to vanish before the shifting
ideas of a newer day. For him, as for those who were boys with
him, was the labor of warding off, on the one hand, a desire to
cling rigidly to all that he grew up with, and, on the other, the
temptation to follow too readily innovators whose necessary
work threatened much that was better left unmarred. To such
problems he brought a character hewn from good material, forged
in the fire of Puritan home life and education, and tempered by
the chill shock of sickness and bereavement. With his realization
of a goal in life, came the power to turn the steel of his nature
toward a definite end. Further polishing there was to be, further

64. The scene is not alluded to in Ausobiography, but is described in Parentator,
Pp- 14, 1§.

65.’C. Waddington, Ramus, pp. 10, 399, 400; I. Mather, The Life and Death, p. 49.

66. J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, i, 267.

67. Parentator, p. 14.
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sharpening from learning, travel, and contact with men; but
before he left college there was shaped a personality strong as a
well-balanced blade. With it he was to cut through the thronging
events of the next half-century and more, the broad pathway of a
vigorous and useful life.



CHAPTER VII

EXPERIMENTAL YEARS
ENGLAND, IRELAND, AND GUERNSEY

"THE whole Auditory were greatly Affected with the Light
and Flame, in which the Rare Youth Appear’d unto them.”
So writes his loyal son of Increase Mather’s second sermon,
preached on Sunday, June 28, 1657, in his father’s church at
Dorchester.® A week earlier, on June 21, his eighteenth birthday,
he had made his first appearance in the pulpit, “at a Village be-
longing to Dorchester,” and had chosen for his text, “And Enoch
walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.” His second
sermon was preached on the sixth verse of the ninth chapter of
St. John, “concerning the excellency of Christ.” His account of
its reception is brief: “The Lord was pleased to give great accept-
ance of my labors with serious Christians. Some did, with many
tears, thank me & bless me.” *

How his time had been spent since he graduated in August of
the previous year, is not recorded. Probably he lived in Dor-
chester in his father’s house. There was plenty to occupy him.
Family changes had taken place, for on August 26, 1656, Richard
Mather had married John Cotton’s widow, and her daughter,
Maria, came with her to her new home.? New faces by his fireside,
his new zeal for learning, and the affairs of a busy period in the
colony, were quite enough to absorb Increase Mather in the
winter of 1656 and 1657.

Puritanism had now gripped firmly the reins of authority in
Massachusetts, and with an assured control, came naturally
increased strictness in the exercise of power. This is summed up
in the persecution of the Quakers, which began in 1656 and ran
its course for several years. Discussion has raged on all sides
of the affair. Defenders of the Puritans have harped upon the
civil disturbances caused by the strenuous seventeenth-century
Quaker, so different from all that later centuries have taught

1. Parentator, p. 15.

2. Autobiography.
3. S. G. Drake, The Pedigree of the Family of Mather.
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us to associate with his sect; and persecutions elsewhere have
been pointed out, to show that New England was not alone in
her methods, however ill-advised, and worse, they seem. Others
have sought truth by neglectmg the persecutors’ explanation
of their motives, in favor of the complaints of the victims.4 One
may most safely rest his case to-day with some such statement
as that of Hutchinson: “The most that can be said for our ances-
tors is, that they tried gentler means at first, which they found
utterly ineffectual, and that they followed the examples of the
authorities in most other states and in most ages of the world,
who, with the like absurdity, have supposed every person could
and ought to think as they did, and when [with?] the like cruelty
have punished such as appeared to differ from them. We may
add, that it was with reluctance that these unnatural laws were
carried into execution.” $ Beyond this, later history has not gone.

For us the point of view is to be that of 1657. We must remem-
ber that for a Boston citizen of the year to punish a Quaker was
not mere idle cruelty, but necessary defence of the integrity of
his state. Placed in the shoes of a leader of the time, believing
as he did, and equipped with his understanding of his position
in the community, and the purpose of that community, any one
of us would have acted much as he did. And it is helpful, too,
to bear in mind that, even while Puritanism reigned, men saw
the errors of their past. Cotton Mather, so often a stalking horse
for the darker side of his times, writes of the Quaker persecution:
“If any man will appear in the vindication of it, let him do as he
please; for my part I will not.” ¢ He surpasses some later writers
in being able not only to see the wrong that was done, but to
realize what seemed the need for it.

As for Increase Mather, a Puritan diligently preparing for the
“priesthood,” instinct with hot belief in his creed and with desire
for its success, he might well have seen the first attacks upon the
Quakers, not as the opening of a dark page of cruelty, but as the
beginning of a crusade against evil. Yet the only record we have
of his views shows him as more moderate than his times. His son

4- J. T. Adams, The Founding, seems to me to neglect unduly the civil disturbances
of the Quakers, and to cite, except for the formal records of the laws passed, only works
written from the Quaker point of view. If these are to be considered, surely the
ments urged by the Puritans in their own defence should be read also. Cf. also, Palfrey,
ii, 461, 483, and Lectures on Massachusetts History, pp. 75fF.

§. T. Hutchinson, History, i, 198.

6. Magnalia, book VII, chap. 4, section 2; Parentator, pp. §7, §8.



58 INCREASE MATHER

tells us “Mr. Mather. .. little Approved some Unadvised and
Sanguinary Things that were done by them who did all; particu-
larly, the Rash Things done unto the Quakers.” 7 If this be refuted
as partisan testimony, one has only fancy left to guide, and a
guess that he was temperate in his views 1s quite as valuable as
one that he was not.

On other matters we have surer evidence. His thoughts were
turning from New England to his brothers abroad. Nathaniel
was at Barnstaple in Devonshire, and Samuel preached in Dub-
lin.* The former had written: “Tis incredible what an advantage
... it is to have been a New English man”; and the latter urged
that Increase be sent to him in Ireland.* This influence was
supported elsewhere. Of the Harvard graduates before 1656,
more than one third went back to England at some time after
leaving college. Clearly the mother country was believed to
hold opportunity for nonconformists from the colonies, and there
is here more than a hint that Englishmen in New England were
English still. Most naturally, a student, after draining Harvard’s
resources, looked enviously toward the older universities and
crowded libraries across the sea.

For Increase Mather, his brother’s call to Ireland must have
had especial appeal. That country, since the Marquis of Ormond
surrendered Dublin to the Parliament, had been a favorite field
for the sowing of Puritan seed.”® Cromwell’s commissioners
were sent there to propagate the Gospel, to encourage preachers,
and to advance learning, and they had repeatedly sought to
enlist in their cause ministers from England and the Puritan
colonies abroad.® From its foundation Trinity College, Dublin,
had Puritanical leanings, and it was now a centre of Parliamen-
tarian interest.”® Samuel Mather was a fellow, John Owen a
trustee, and, in Puritan circles, its provost, Samuel Winter, was
widely and favorably known.** A chance for further study, for

7. Parentator, p. §7.

l8._ See lives of Samuel and Nathaniel Mather in J. L. Sibley, Biographical Sketches,
vol. i.

9. MHS Coll., Series 4, viii, §; Autobiography; Parentator, p. 15.

10. Sibley, Biographical Sketches, vol. i.

11. Cf., in general, St. J. D. Seymour, The Puritans in Ireland.

12. Ibid., pp. 62, 63, 103, 113, and references there given.

13. W. M. Dlxon, Trinity College, Dublin; W. Urwick, The Early History of Trinity
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EXPERIMENTAL YEARS 59

the beginning of his career in surroundings where the leaders,
among them his own brother, thought as he did, cannot have
failed to interest Increase Mather. Its attractiveness may well
have outweighed for him such trifling drawbacks as the fact that,
in Ireland as in New England, Quakers were proving themselves
foes, to be banished or jailed.s Whether or not his longing for
England in preference to the colonies, a desire dominant through
much of his later life, played a part as early as this, there was
sufficient reason for his feeling “a marvellous inclination & bent
of spirit” toward Dublin.*

On July 3, 1657, he sailed from Boston. His father blessed him,
and they both wept at parting, “ not expecting to see one another
again in this world.”*” Probably Increase Mather believed, as
he began his five weeks’ voyage, that he had looked for the last
time on the clustering houses of Boston.

From Massachusetts to the England of Evelyn and Pepys was
a change calculated to impress any voyager, however prepared
by education or insight into current affairs. Mather arrived in
London at a time when Cromwell’s power seemed safe, when the
English church had succumbed before the Puritans, yielding some
of its choicest monuments to be defaced by their too zealous
hands, and when the intrigues of Charles II seemed least destined
for success. Yet Royalist feeling was by no means dead, and in
proportion to the greater stakes involved, the elements hostile to
the beliefs of the Mathers were more varied and more in force
than in rigidly controlled New England. All this was intellec-
tually stimulating, and an age that boasted of a Hobbes, a Her-
bert, and a newly founded Royal Society, cannot have been
sterile of inspiration to an active-minded youth. In literature,
John Milton is a name to conjure. with, and Thomas Fuller,
Archbishop Usher, and Jeremy Taylor represent religious con-
troversy with dignity and force. Herrick, Carew, Vaughan —
valued still for elements of perennial charm — were then vilified
or praised according to their readers’ individual views. English
prose was driving strong roots, newspapers were springing up
here and there, and all the tangled social forces of a period of
political upheaval were manifested in the external features of
the day. From a historical standpoint, the ten years before the

15. Seymour, pp. 131, 133.

16. Autobiography.

17. 1bid.; Paremtator, p. 16.
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Restoration offer unlimited scope for study; to a colonial visitor
they must have been at once confusing and absorbing. For
Mather, of paramount importance was the dominance of the
type of worship which he had been taught to uphold. Dissensions
in politics and the undercurrent of enmity from religious foes,
however vividly seen in the light of later days, were, at the time,
hardly more than half-heard rumblings beneath the surface of a
righteously ordered world.

He landed at Portsmouth, and rode thence to London. After a
fortnight there, he continued his journey to Lancashire, where
his father’s friends warmly welcomed him. They entertained him
until September, when he sailed from Liverpool to Dublin.
Samuel Mather had not seen his brother for more than seven
years, and so different was Increase at eighteen from the Dor-
chester schoolboy whom his brother remembered, that he had to
introduce himself with the letters he had brought. Once recog-
nized, he was greeted with affectionate hospitality by his brother
and his sister-in-lJaw. Under their guidance he lost no time in
turning his visit to account by beginning study at Trinity
College.™®

Nothing of the seventeenth-century Trinity College remains
to-day. A small quadrangle of red brick buildings then limited
the activities of some two hundred students; but even the wide
view from the windows is now greatly changed. Formally opened
in 1593, the college, under various leaders, among them Bishop
Laud himself, had grown in importance. In 1647 its directors
were Puritans, and its rules, like those of Harvard, were strict.
The curriculum, too, did not differ widely from Harvard’s, and
its emphasis was on the classics. Candidates for the Master’s
degree studied mathematics, and *“ performed . . . exercises in Dis-
putations, Orations, &c.,required by the statutes of the college.” **
In the library were more than four thousand books,* and in this,
as in other respects, Trinity must have seemed to a New Eng-
lander the gate of opportunity.

With Increase Mather, studied or taught several who later
climbed some few steps toward fame.** No one of them seems,
however, to have been of more than passing interest to him.
The provost, Samuel Winter, left a deeper mark, and his son,

18. Autobiography.

19. Déxon, Pp- 12, 80, 78 n., 79 n., and chaps. 1, 3, 4; Stubbs, pp. 44, 45.
20. Dixon, p. 221.

21. Urwick, pp. 73-83.
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Josiah, a classmate of Mather’s, came completely under the spell
of this stranger from overseas. Samuel Winter has been called
in our time “at once a shrewd man of business, an energetic
worker in things spiritual and temporal, and a godly divine, broad-
minded to a degree that can scarcely be realized, especially by
those who lump the Puritans of the Commonwealth together,
and imagine that their outstanding features were hypocrisy, love
of names compounded of Biblical texts, and nasal psalmody.” %
A seventeenth-century biographer confirms this estimate, as does
Winter’s own notebook.* If narrowness and intolerance were
fostered in Boston, there was an antidote here in Dublin. And,
if Winter was of influence with Increase Mather, his brother
Samuel also was a guide to him; and Samuel too is remembered
for broadness of mind on at least one occasion, “when the power
was put into his hands to attack the Episcopalian clergy both in
Dublin and Cork,” and he “refused to do so, on the ground that
he had been called into Ireland to preach the Gospel, not to
hinder others from doing it.” %

There was to be discipline other than that of contact with
human forces and college rules; for in October Increase Mather’s
work was delayed by the measles, and in the next month came
the smallpox.® Moreover, it was the “severest winter that any
man alive had known in England. The crowes feete were frozen
to their prey. Islands of ice inclos’d both fish and fowl frozen,
and some persons in their boates.” *7 In spite of all, on June 24
Mather had completed his course, and “proceeded Master of
Arts.”

At the ceremony there cropped out dramatically one of the
ledges that underlay his Puritanism, for he stoutly refused to
wear cap or hood, and managed to convert another student to
his principles. He was undeterred by the proctor, or by the
scholars who jeered at him as a ““Precisian.” But, when it came
to his formal part in the exercises, he tells us that many were so

22. Autobiography.

23. Seymour, p. 28.

24. J. W., The Life...of ... Dr. Winter. Was the author Josiah Winter, or, as
DNB suggests, Winter’s brother-in-law, Weaver? Winter’s notebook is in MS. at
Trinity College library. It is described in Seymour, pp. xiii, 36ff.

25. Ibid., pp. 39, 91; C. Mather, Magnalia, book IV, part ii, chap. 2, section 9. Cf.
also, MHS Coll., Series 4, viii, 5§49, §50.

26. Ausobiography; Parentator, p. 17.

27. J. Evelyn, Diary, March 7, 1658.

28. Autobiography; Parentator, p. 1.
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pleased with him that they “did ?ublicly Hum’” him, a vanity
which he “never saw practised before nor since.”

It has been suggested that “humming” was a sign of derision
rather than of favor,’® and that the demonstration was miscon-
strued by its object. Certainly it would not be surprising if this
New Englander, with all the confidence of nineteen years, and
the obstinacy to stand out against cherished collegiate forms, by
no means robust, and endowed with ideas far narrower than those
of his fellows, failed to win their hearts. It is so much the greater
tribute to him if the humming was kindly meant; and, whether
it was or not, Winter’s treatment of him shows that, however
the students felt, the provost had no doubts.

From him came to Mather an appointment as “Fellow” 3* of
the college. The office was refused, but the Lord Deputy and
Commissioners were not behindhand, and they gave him a place
as preacher at Magherafelt, an Ulster town. Though it was but
a mere handful of houses with “a few straggling people,” and its
church was still in ruins from the Rebellion of 1641, it was at
least a parish of his own. Thither he set out, but at Dundalk he
fell sick, and, discouraged, came back to Dublin.»

Three illnesses in a year led him to decide that the “moist
Irish air” did not agree with him, and his thoughts turned to
England. Henry Cromwell assured him that he should never
want encouragement in Ireland; but more attractive was the
news that his brother Nathaniel had secured for him an invitation
to settle at Sedwells in Exeter.®8 There was temptation in the
memory that, as Ireland was to New England, so England was to
Ireland, in respect to opportunities for learning and power. To
neglect an interest in such considerations as this is to make unin-
telligible much of Mather’s life. To remember them is not to
think of him as merely ambitious, but simply as faithful to his
aim. If God’s work was worth doing at all, the greater the posi-

29. Autobiography.

30. DNB, article “Increase Mather.”

31. The Autobiography says: “ The fellows in the college are chosen . . . by the other
fellows; only it is in the power of the Provost to choose one”’; but it is not clear from the
Statutes that the Provost ever had such power. It may well have been Winter's
influence which procured the appointment, or the word ““Fellow” here may be used to
mean simply “tutor.”” Mr. Albert Matthews tells me that he has some evidence of
the use of “Fellow” in this sense at Harvard, previous to this time, and Mather may
- have written with this meaning in mind.

32. Seymour, p. 113; Autobiography; Parentator, p. 18; and W, H. Maitland, History
of Magherafelt, pp. 1-3, 6, 36.

33. Autobiography; Parentator, p. 18.
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tion of him who carried it on, and the broader his field, the more
acceptable his success.

In July, 1658, Mather arrived in London. There he met a man
whose friendship was to last for many years and to play a part in
his later career. At the present juncture, too, it proved of great
service. John Howe # had been ordained some years before at
Winwick, and it may have been through Richard Mather’s
friends there that he came to know Increase. He was a man hold-
ing a position of unique power among nonconformists, for he had
been domestic chaplain to Oliver Cromwell, and the new Pro-
tector, Richard, continued him in office at Whitehall. Tall and
graceful, this Puritan who “ preached incomparably % and salted
his talk with occasional bits of humor, inveighed sturdily against
the fanatical notions of the court, quite undeterred by the senti-
ment of his hearers. For this he seems to have won respect.
Certainly he had power enough to be an able champion at
Whitehall of such men as Bishop Ward of Salisbury, and Thomas
Fuller.

He had been curate at Great Torrington in Devonshire when
he first preached before Cromwell. Though the length of his
sermon quite exhausted the patience of his intrepid listener, it
was of a quality that won him his high post by the Protector’s
side. With characteristic independence, he longed for a humbler
sphere. Courtiers, even of the Roundhead stamp, were not so
amenable to his teaching as simple country folk in Devon, and
he never ceased to long for Torrington. Indeed, he insisted that -
he be allowed to spend a quarter of each year there, and that he
be authorized to appoint a substitute with full salary to conduct
his favorite parish in his absence.®

When Increase Mather returned from Ireland, Howe was still
in London, still uneasy there, but still persuaded to remain by
such advisers as Richard Baxter. Like Winter, he saw promise
in the young student from New England and he suggested that
he go as his substitute in Torrington.? Nathaniel Mather was
not so powerful a man as Howe, nor was Sedwells so good a post
as the Devonshire parish. So Increase writes: “I ... spent the

34. See DNB, and E. Calamy, Life of John Howe, prefixed to the London, 1724,
edition of Howe’s works.

35. R. Thoresby, Diary, i, 295, 296.

36. For these details as to Howe, see references in note 34, and J. P. Hewlett, Intro-
duction, in his edition of Howe’s writings.

37. Autobiography.
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following winter in Torrington for the most part, only one month
I continued with my brother Nathaniel, who was the preacher
at Barnstaple,” but nine miles away. Torrington was historic
ground, as the scene of a Puritan victory, and from its hilltop
commanded a broad view of the rolling country of a lovely dis-
trict of Devon. But neither this village, nor the harbor town of
Barnstaple with its fresh memories of seafaring hardihood, offered
permanent settlement.®

Oliver Cromwell had died in the autumn of 1658, and his suc-
cessor, Richard, was quickly in difficulties. On April 22, 1659, he
was forced to dissolve Parliament, and a month later he abdi-
cated. With his going, Howe became free to return to Torrington.
Mather, and his faithful brother, Nathaniel, must have foreseen
the turn of events. During the winter the latter seems to have
approached his father-in-law, William Benn,®® minister of All
Saints Church, in Dorchester, Dorset, disciple of John White to
whom New England owed so much,* and an influential Puritan,
and interested him in Increase’s welfare. Certainly Benn recom-
mended # the young preacher to Colonel Bingham, Governor of
Guernsey,® who sought a chaplain for the English garrison in the
island. The place was offered to Increase Mather. He accepted
it, and by April, 1659, when Evelyn wrote: “A wonderfull and
suddaine change in y* face of y* publiq . ..several pretenders
and parties strive for y* government: all anarchy and confusion;
Lord have mercy on us,” 4 Mather was safely out of England.«

At Guernsey he was quartered in grim old Castle Cornet, long
a stronghold of the Royalists against the island folk.s There he
preached to the garrison each Sunday morning, and, in the after-
noon, rowed ashore to hold service in the Town Church on the
waterfront of “Petersport.” The laxity of the time and place
evoked earnest sermons on the fourth commandment, and he

38. For Torrington and Barnstaple, cf. J. B. Gribble, Memorials of Bm.m:ple
R. Polwhele, History of Devonshire, i1, 412, 413; T. Westcote, £ View of Devonshire in
1630, pp. 327, 328; and R. N. Worth, History of Devonshire, chap. 18.

39. See DNB; Nonconformist's Mmmal ii, 126; MHS Coll., Series 4, viii, 31 n.;
and Wf Densham and J. Ogle, The Story qf the Congngmannl Churches of Dorset,
P:o, slhd ; DNB.

41. Aulobmgrapln

42. See R. E. McCalmont, Memoirs of the Binghams, pp. 158, 159, 166, 167, and
Appendix.

43. Evelyn, Diary, April 25, 1659.

44. Autobiography.

45. F. B. Tupper, The Chronicles of Castle Cornet, and History of Guernsey.
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records proudly that he “caused considerable external Reforma-
tion in this particular.” 4

Guernsey, with its French traditions, its peculiar customs, and
its foreign flavor, offered much to an English traveller and
student. Moreover, various godless rites, the people’s tendency
to celebrate festivals outlawed by the Puritan canon, and the
island’s distinction as a favorite playground of the Devil, of
witches, and other infernal messengers, made it a peculiarly fruit-
ful field for the labors of a divine more concerned with Biblical
command than folklore, and much less interested in popular
gaiety than in universal churchgoing.* But Mather’s restlessness
was still unsatisfied. His brother Nathaniel once again found a
place for him, at Sandwich, but once again he rejected it. For a
time he considered going back to Dublin, but from Samuel Mather
there came a discouraging picture of the changes there. Finally,
a congregational church in Gloucester, inspired by its minister,
James Forbes, called him to the ancient church of St. Mary-de-
Lode, in that town, and this offer won him over.#* He was not
easily contented — Ireland, Torrington, and Guernsey had each
proved less attractive than the trial of new fields, and on Decem-
ber 18 he sailed once more for England.*

At Gloucester he lived with Forbes, who was a Scotsman, and,
of course, a nonconformist, preaching during these years in
Gloucester Cathedral, “with great success, but to the apparent
danger of shortening his life.”s® Mather delivered his morning
sermons in St. Mary’s Church, just outside the Cathedral gate,
in the square where Bishop Hooper was burned for his resistance
to popery.s* Inside the building was the tomb lovingly declared
by an unsceptical age to be that of Lucius, the first Christian
king of Britain.>* It was hallowed ground for an antiquarian and
an admirer of martyrs, and the Cathedral itself, where Mather
held forth in the afternoons,s had even more of the spell of an

46. Autobiography; Parentator, p. 19. In Mather’s time the Castle was not con.
nected with the mainland.

47. See the histories of Guernsey, and especially E. MacCulloch, Guernsey Folkiore.
Cf., of course, Hugo’s Les Travailleurs de la Mer.

48. Autobiography; MHS Coll., Series 4, viii, §50, §51.

49 MS. Diary in American Antiquarian Society library, labelled “1660,” contains
some pages referring to this Journey; Autobiography.

so. Nonconformist's Memorial, ii, 249, 250.

§1. Autobiography; Parentator, p. 20. For St. Mary’s Church, see T. D. Fosbrooke,
An Original History, pp. 341ff. For Hooper, see I4id., pp. 185, 186.

§2. lbid., p. 341; Autobiography.

§3. 1bid.
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historic past. The beauty of the “noble fabric’’s* may have been
decried as vanity of the flesh, even after its harsh correction at
the hands of Cromwell’s too zealous vandals; but its size and
dignity must have appealed to a young divine educated among
the bleak meeting-houses of New England.ss All in all, Glouces-
ter, that “handsome Citty, considerable for the Church & monu-
ments,” % had much to recommend it. Forbes was an ideal
comrade. Frequent imprisonment and the final penalty of
excommunication failed to swerve him from his nonconforming
path. Such stern devotion to his faith qualified him to inspire
a young disciple, himself not without tough fibre, and ardent in
his first labors for his church. Mather felt that he need seek no
further.# Entering heartily into Forbes’s task of building up
what was to become a permanent Congregational establishment
in Gloucester, he declared himself content to settle there. This
time not his own restlessness but external events drove him to
move.

He “saw a change of times at the door.” “But the court which
is without the temple leave out, and measure it not: for it is
given unto the Gentiles; and the holy city shall they tread under-
foot forty and two months,” was the text of a sermon in which
he proKhesied “sufferings for the faithful.” In the face of the
storm he turned once more to Guernsey.s?

He left Gloucester on February 2, 1660, and travelling by way
of Bristol, Glastonbury, and Yeovil, reached Weymouth on the
8th. There he stayed till the 16th of March, when he sailed for
Jersey. After a fortnight in that island, he came to Guernsey,
on April 7.5%# On May 31, 1660, Charles II was proclaimed 1n
“Petersport.”” 50

The event was celebrated ““with ringing of bells, and feux-de-
joie and great rejoicing; half of all the companies of Militia of
this island, of the most expert, being under arms.” The procla-
mation was read by Abraham Carey, the provost, in six places,
one of which was at the church door. Messengers were sent to
congratulate Charles.®® But with so much of what had made

§4. Evelyn, Diary, July 31, 1654.

§5. Cf. T. D. Fosbrooke, An Original History, pp. 233f.

§6. Autobiography.

57. 1bid.

§8. MS. Diary, ““1660.”

§9. P. LeRoy, Note-Book, p. 25.

6o. Ibid., pp. 25, 26.
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England and Guernsey a promised land for him, crumbling about
his feet, Increase Mather, amid the rejoicing in the castle and the
streets of “Petersport,” refused to drink the king’s health.®

If this were overlooked, he left no doubt as to his attitude by
refusing to sign papers sent by General Monk, now Duke of
Albermarle, to all government officers, ““the purport of which
was that now we believed the tlmes were and would be happy.”
“A naughty & malicious person,” said to have been a certain
Ashton, and a chaplain at Jersey, took pains to tell Monk that
his failure to get signatures from Guernsey was due to Mather’s
influence.? The duke ordered the governor, ‘““Colonel Weaver,”
to have the rebellious Puritan brought before him; but the
command was disobeyed, and Mather writes of Weaver, “God
moved his heart to stand my friend, by which means I escaped
the trouble, which, in that matter, I had been threatened with.”
More dangerous was Captain Sharp, arriving as lieutenant-
governor, on April 24, 1660; for he returned the muster-roll
without Mather’s name.* On another list his favorite Latiniza-
tion of Crescentius for Increase had appeared, so that it was
declared that Increase was not an officer in Guernsey. Therefore
he was held to be entitled to no pay. In this crisis, M. Martin, a
deacon of the French church in Petersport, made deposition to
such good effect that the arrears of Mather’s salary, of £120 a
year, were paid in full.

With these sharp contacts with the new régime, virtually ends
Mather’s first experience away from Boston. Sir Hugh Pollard,
the new governor of Guernsey, insisted on conformity, and
Mather was forced to leave on March 1, 1660-61. He remarks,
with some satisfaction, it seems, ‘“Thus was I persecuted out
of two places, Gloucester and Guernsey, before I was twenty
two years of age.” %

Till June he lived, now in Weymouth and now in Dorchester,

preaching contmuously, but without salary.” At Weymouth
there had been an Independent congregation during the Com-

61. Autobiography.

62. Ibid.; Parentator, pp. 20, 21.

63. Autahogmpl:_y 1 have not been able to find that any “Colonel Weaver” was
ever governor of Guernsey, but LeRoy, Note-Book, p. 25, refers to * Generall Wayver”
as governor.

64. Autobiography; LeRoy, Note-Book, p. 25.

65. Awsobiography.

66. Ibid.

67. Ibid.; Parentator, p. 22.
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monwealth, and such leaders for it as George Thorn, and John
Wesley, grandfather of a famous namesake.® These men were
still at work when Mather joined them, and no doubt planned
measures to keep their flocks together even after their meetings
were frowned on by law. Here was religious pioneering and the
best of experience for a young divine.

In Dorchester, a town bound by close ties to New England,
and famous for more than one good Puritan, Mather found similar
work to be done. William Benn, the Congregational leader, had
been ejected by the Restoration from the Church of All Saints,
which his congregation had usurped under the Commonwealth.
He was now meeting the loyal members of his flock and wor-
shipping with them in private houses, laying the foundations for
a Congregational Church that still endures.®? Mather’s aid must
have been welcome, and he may have recognized a special claim
upon him in the family connection between his brother Nathaniel
and Benn.

Such work, however, was not the sort to hold a young man with
his way in the world still to make. If England could give him
nothing but a chance to work without pay toward the care of
young and struggling churches, he might better return to Massa-
chusetts where the first throes of religious establishment were
safely past. The signs of the times were clear. Puritan suprem-
acy had gone, great churches in large towns were no longer to
be his, and a man of his cloth could hope for nothing but the
humblest of posts. Four hundred pounds a year was offered him,
he tells us, if he would conform, but this he “durst not do.” 7
He considered going to Holland to join Nathaniel, but Samuel
Bellingham, who had once invited him to make the journey, had
been forced to hasten his departure, and the plan came to
nothing.”™ It was as a last resort, it would seem, that he decided
to revisit his birthplace. He longed to see his father, and hoped
that he might find a place in New England “for some time.”
This does not sound as if he contemplated more than a brief stay
there, and when, on June 29, 1661, he sailed for home, it was not
eagerly, but simply “with submission to the will of God.”

68. Cf. J. Hutchins, The History and Antiquities of Dorset, ii, 418ff.; W. Densham
and J. Ogle, The Story, pp. 367fF.; and Nonconformist’s Memorial, ii, 161ff., 164ff.

69. Densham and Ogle, The Story, pp. 113ff.

70. Autobiography; Parentator, p. 22.

71. Autobiography; MHS Coll., Series 4, viii, 6.
72. Autobiography; Parentator, p. 23. He sailed from Weymouth.
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His ship was bound for Newfoundland, and he landed there
after a voyage of somewhat more than a month.” With him he
had brought many books; for the size of his library three years
later 7 points clearly to the fact that his first experience in the
bookshops of London had led him to buy much. Indeed, in the
case of a few volumes, his own inscriptions show that they were
selected during his travels. The works of William Fenner, in the
second collected edition, for example, he bought for twenty shil-
lings 75— the current price of the then current doctrine of *this
pious divine,” with his “plain, zealous, and alarming” style.”
Of “association” interest are two other books. One, Samuel
Winter’s “Summe of diverse Sermons Preached in Dublin,”
marked as the gift of the author’s son at Dublin in 1658, evi-
dences once again the partiality of Josiah Winter for his class-
mate. The other, the “De Bono Unitatis,” a warning to the
English church by that doughty theologian, John Amos Comenius,
a man of some interest to New Englanders of the day, is inscribed
as Increase Mather’s gift to his father in 1660.7* And, finally, one
cannot overlook a copy of Plautus among these sober neighbors.?
One Puritan, at least, did not exclude profane works, if they were
classic. The hint given by the buying of this book is abundantly
borne out elsewhere in his library.%°

Books were tangible products of his voyagings, but the ex-
perience and impressions he had gained were of far greater sig-
nificance, and quite as obvious in the record of his later life. The
maelstrom of English social life before and during the Restora-
tion floated to the surface many great figures, and Mather, tossed
in the same whirlpool, had moored himself by several of them.
Winter and Samuel Mather were men of ability and liberal
minds. Howe, rigid in belief, but by the power of personality
enabled to hold an uncoveted place near the governing force of
England; Cromwell seen through Howe’s eyes;®* Forbes, with his
stern consistency of belief; and Colonel Bingham, a soldier, and
practically minded politician who relished the preaching of a

73. Parentator, p. 23.

74. J. H. Tuttle, The Libraries of the Mathers, pp. 280~290.

75. See Mather’s copy, now owned by the Boston Public Library.

76. B. Brook, Lives of the Puritans, i, 451, 452.

77. The book is now owned by the American Antiquarian Society.

78. Cf. Colonial Society Publications, xxi, 181; H. Criegern, Fohann Amos Comenius
als Theolog, p. 66; F. A. Hanus, Educational Aims and Educational Values, pp. 193ff.

79. The book is now owned by the American Antiquarian Society.
8o. Cf. pp. 76, 126, 127 post. 81. Parentator, p. 18.
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good Puritan in his garrison church — these are all names which
stand out in the record. Strong men, active times, Ireland, Eng-
land, the thronging seventeenth-century London, Guernsey, quiet
Devonshire hillsides, books, contact with thought, narrow and
broad, Congregational and Presbyterian, all gave abundant
material for reflection on the long voyage home. And with the
sudden change of scene on the king’s return, he had tasted what
he fondly believed to be unrighteous persecution, and had learned
by experience what it is to work for one’s faith in a land where
official sanction is withheld. Through it all he had kept un-
scathed what, though we may see them as narrow and dusty
tenets, were to him and his class in his age clearly flaming ideals.
If his father had protested against the rites of the established
church and had rejected not only the surplice, but his native
land, in order to build anew elsewhere, so Increase, less reasonable
in the fervency of his faith, had spurned collegiate gowns, de-
clined the royal health, and left unsigned the Oath of Allegiance.
His creed had stood the test before which many another’s had
yielded, the inducement to purchase by conformity a far better
living than any loyal Puritan could command in the new world.
Four hundred pounds a year may have been an exceptional bait,
to be distrusted as such; but, young as he was, he had received
in Guernsey more than his father, with all his eminence in the
colonies, could be given by his faithful church.®> There were
comfortable rewards for those in England who chose to read the
Common Prayer, and, moreover, the temptation was not one to
be measured in shillings and pence. Mather’s heart was in
England, he had left home planning a life-work abroad, and he
returned only as a last resort, submitting to the Lord’s will.
Carp as we may in the twentieth century, there was, in Increase
Mather’s adherence to a point of faith, nobility to pass current
for all time.

The seeds of experience had been thickly sown, and they sprang
later to abundant growth. His desire for England waxed with his
years. If he had left Boston a boy, he came back a man. Like
' a man, leaving the ship which brought him from Newfoundland,
at the first sight of his father, he “wept abundantly for joy.”
This, he writes, was “ the first, & I think the only time that I ever
wept for joy.”

82. The History of Dorchester, p. 181, notes that the £100 granted Richard Mather

was, for the period, liberal compensation.
83. Autobsography.
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CHAPTER VIII

BEGINNINGS IN BOSTON

INCREASE MATHER arrived at home on a Saturday evening.
Eleazar, his brother, had just returned from Northampton,
and the next day the two young men led the services in their
father’s church. “The Comforted Old Patriarch, sat Shining like
the Sun in Gemini, . .. hearing his two Sons, in his own Pulpit
entertain the People of GOD, with Performances, that made all
People Proclaim him, #n Happy Father.” *

This was in September, 1661, and it was not until 1664 that
Increase Mather was formally installed at the Second Church in
Boston.* The interval forms a natural stage in the tale of his life.
It was a period of settlement, and of aspiration rather than
achievement. There were desires forsaken in the face of neces-
sity, and ideals pruned back by contact with actual church
plf:oblems. Yet it was, withal, a time of great significance for his
life.

Boston had changed since he left it. The leading town of a
district of perhaps thirty thousand people, its houses were “for
the most part raised on the Sea-banks and wharfed out with
great industry and cost, many of them standing upon piles, close
together on each side the streets as in London, and furnished with
many fair shops,” and “their materials” were “Brick, Stone,
Lime, handsomely contrived.” It had also its “Town-house
built upon pillars where the Merchants may confer” while “in
the Chambers above they keep their monethly Courts.” A public
library, too, was planned for. “Their streets are many and large,
paved with pebble stone, and the South-side adorned with
Gardens and Orchards. ...On the North-west and North-east
two constant Fairs are kept for daily Traffick thereunto. On the
South there is a small, but pleasant Common where the Gallants
a little before Sun-set walk . . . till the nine a clock Bell rings them
home.” 3 We can reconstruct the picture more accurately than

1. Parentator, p. 23.

2. Iéid., p. 25; Autobiography.

3. F. B. Dexter, Estimates; J. H. Benton, The Story of the Old Boston Town House;
J. Josselyn, An Account of Two Voyages, p. 125; Colonial Society Publications, xii, 116f.
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that of earlier Boston, for here and there to-day throughout New
England we find some broad-beamed old house that has faced
down the changes of years smce 1661.

But, although the town was “rich and very populous, much
frequentcd by strangers,” 4 to a man who had known London
it may well have seemed stale and unprofitable. Similarly, per-
haps, there was little enticement in invitations to minister to
congregations in “Barnstaple,” so much less developed than the
English town which bore its name, in Windsor, in the “Sea-
Town”’ of Guilford, or in Plymouth, “the elder sister of all the
united Colonies.” 5 Half a dozen other towns sought Mather’s
services, but he turned his back quickly enough on all but the
two largest settlements, Boston and Dorchester. Though the
former ultimately won him, it was in the latter, in its church and
his father’s old house, that he first found immediate interest in
the colonies.®

There lived his step-sister, Maria.” She was the daughter of
John Cotton, by his second wife, and her mother had married
Richard Mather some years before. Increase Mather was thus
brought “into acquaintance with her,” and perhaps his thoughts
had sometimes turned back to her from England. Certainly when
he was once at home he lost no time, for in March of the next
year their marriage was celebrated.® One would go far for a
glimpse of their wooing; but Puritan training did not encourage
romantic expression, and the family archives hold no written
record of young love. That it did not exist is not to be assumed.
Such matters, perhaps unworthy in the sight of God, were not
readily committed to paper; and remembering this, the great
tenderness with which Increase wrote of his wife is all the more
striking. Her son called her a “Gentlewoman of much Goodness
in her Temper; a Godly, an Humble, and a Praying Woman.”?
Increase Mather wrote that in her the Lord gave him “a great
Blessing” for she was “Singularly Conscientious, Humble, Pious,
Prayerful” and the “Dear Companion of”’ his “Pilgrimage on
Earth.” To her children she was to be “a Tender Mother (if

4. Josselyn, An Account, p. 125.

§. Autobiography; Josselyn, An Account, p. 120; E. Johnson, History, p. 98.

6. Autobiography; S. J. Barrows and W. B. Trask, Records, p. 22.

7. Ibid., p. a1.

8. March 6, 1661-62. Autobiography, and entry in Increase Mather’s Bible, owned
by the Massachusetts Historical Society.

9. Parentator, p. 24.
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there was such an one in the world),”” and at her death, more than
fifty years later, her husband wrote with more than a hint of deep
feeling of his “Dear, Dead Consort.” ** She had been “of a very
loving, tender disposition.” “I kept close to my study,” he
writes, “& committed the management of the affairs of the family
to her. When I have been absent from my family, I was easy in
my spirit because my heart did safely trust in her, who did me
good, & not evil, all the days of my life. She was always very
careful not to do anything which she thought would trouble me.
Her honor to me was too great, for she has said to many that she
thought I was the best husband, & the best man in the whole
world.”* Her heart, hemmed in by Puritan restraint, disciplined
by the responsibilities of managing a household in colonial Boston,
clearly was warm with love for her husband. His simple phrasing
shows, as plainly as any emotional outburst of a romantic era,
the tenderness of age born of the love of his youth.

On the morning of the twelfth of the following February there
was born to Maria and Increase Mather a son, and three days
later he was baptized by Mr. Wilson “at ye old church in Bos-
ton.”** The name of Cotton was given him in honor of his
mother’s father, and the pitch of fame to which he carried it needs
no comment here.®® Increase Mather loved all his children dearly.
To them he wrote: “[you] are all of you so many parts of myself
and dearer to me than all things which I enjoy in this world”;
and his firstborn became singularly precious to him. Cotton’s
relation to his father was to be at once that of disciple, companion,
and champion, and from the days when he lay in his cradle in his
first winter, many hopes clustered about his head.

He was born in Boston, in the house which had been the home
of his grandfather Cotton and the birthplace of his mother. Its
broad rooftree sheltered Increase Mather and his wife for the
first eight years of their married life.”s It stood very near the
present Pemberton Square, and seems to have been a double
house. One half was once occupied by Sir Henry Vane, and the
northern half by John Cotton.** Possibly the Mathers had all of

10. I. Mather, A Sermon Concerning Obedience &8 Resignation to the Will of God,
PP. i, 38—40.

11. Autobiography.

12. Entry in Increase Mather’s Bible (see note 8).

13. Autobiography; B. Wendell, Cotton Mather.

14. Letter prefacing Autobiography.

15. Entry in Increase Mather's Bible (see note 8); MHS Proc., xviii, 14.

16. Cf. MHS Coll., Series §, v, note on pp. 59-62.
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it. In any case, the northern part was theirs. Nothing remains
of the old house, but it seems to have been ““an old square house
of the usual pattern,” * and from an occasional one of its con-
temporaries still preserved we may guess at its character. Dig-
-nity, sturdiness, and simplicity of design, and the sound effect of
fine proportions, mark the seventeenth-century builder’s work
in America.

We generalize blindly to-day as to the Puritans’ contempt for
art, and, in the same breath, acknowledge the broadly satis-
factory nature of their handiwork. We find beauty in their
furniture, plain and rugged always, but never without the quality
that comes from strength and balance in design,™ and at the
same time deny to its makers any interest in beauty. True, they
planned for use, not ornament, but they had an eye for dignity
and proportion, and builded better than they knew. So when
they wrote, save for an occasional lapse into forced decoration
of style, just as some bits of their furniture show here and there
too much elaboration,’ they wrote to instruct, to guide, or to
warn, but gave worth to their pages by a sincere purpose dignified
by a plain and vigorous form. Conscious artists in architecture
or literature they may not have been, but unconsciously they
ollalserved traditional standards of beauty of line and power of
phrase.

Accordingly, when we follow Increase Mather inside his new
home, we shall find antidotes for many a misconception of to-day.
The Puritan’s fireside is austere to us, because he wrote and talked
about austere things; but it was not alone in the Mather house
that love of wife and children brought warmth. In the back of
our minds we think of early New Englanders as ascetics, as men
blind to beauty, and concerned only with repression and dis-
cipline. Yet within their doors there were chests of drawers,
chairs, or tables, beautiful in themselves. On their tables were
bits of pottery admired to-day. In their kitchens was pewter,
for use and not for show, that we are glad to display upon our
shelves. They did not shun good things of the table, nor were

17. MHS Coll., Series s, v, pp. §9, 60, 62, 63.

18. Cf., for example, W. Nutting, Furniture of the Pilgrim Century.

19. lbid., passim.

20. Cf. Ibid.; MHS Coll., Series §, vols. v, vi (Sewall’s Diary), Series 6, vol. i,
especially p.4 n.; 1. W. Lyon, The Colonial Furniture of New England, pp. 219ff. and
its references to Puritan inventories.



BEGINNINGS IN BOSTON 75

they deprived of them. They drank good beer and wine;* and,
if Puritanism be blamed for its attempt to control the smallest
daily acts of its followers,* their tankards and wineglasses brim-
ming on their tables point a moral to him who believes that the
twentieth century has left Puritan narrowness dead and far
behind.

Yet from Increase Mather’s point of view the crowning glory
of the house was not in the furniture, not in the “pendulum
clock” that ticked on the wall beside the great fireplace, nor in
the silver tankard that shone on the pine table, but in the books
that lined his study’s shelves.® “I have ever since any of you
can remember,”” he told his children, “loved to be in no place on
the Earth, so much as in my Study.” # Any student of his day
would have found resource there, and any book-collector cause
for pride. On October 18, 1664, he entered in his diary, “Wrote
catalogue of my books,” and the list is fortunately extant.s
It contains nearly seven hundred titles, and represents nearly a
thousand volumes. There were sturdy quartos with bindings then
undulled by time, neat octavos, and a mass of smaller books and
pamphlets to fill the narrower spaces. To-day items for the an-
tiquarian and bibliophile, the bulk of his library was then the
current output of the press. There was room, of course, for the
sixteenth century, with its Renaissance educators and its church
reformers, and they held proud posts.

A man’s books give the key to his character and tastes.®
To follow around Mather’s shelves is to see him more clearly.
He was a professional divine, and by far the greater part of his
collection was made up of Biblical commentaries, treatises, and
sermons. The Latin church fathers rubbed elbows with seven-
teenth-century English Puritans. Historians occupied a good-
sized row, and treatises on geography and books of travel point
to interests broader than those concerned with his daily task. Of
peculiar fascination is a group of books on science, or what passed
for science in his time. Here is Lazare Riviére’s *7 ““Practise of

a1. E. Johnson, History, pp. 246, 247; W. Wood, New Englands Prospect, p. 1§.

22. Cf. J. T. Adams, The Founding, p. 79.

23. The clock and tankard are referred to in his will. See C. Robbins, History, pp.
ar2ff.

24. 1. Mather, Sermon Concerning Obedience & Resignation, p. ii.

2¢. MS. Diary, “1660”; J. H. Tuttle, The Libraries of the Mathers, pp. 280~290.

26. For Mather’s books, discussed below, cf. I4id.

27. A French physician, 1589-1655.
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Physick,” a book with the illuminating title of “The Causes of
Pestilence,” an up-to-date medical treatise by Dr Thomas
Willis,”®* then alive and practising in England, a “Body of
Chymistry,” the “Physica” of another contemporary, Jean
Magirius,* Scribonius3° in a sixteenth-century edition, Thomas
Cogan’s “Haven of Health,” and, more familiar to our ears, the
“De Augmentls Scientiarum” of Bacon, and his “Natural
History.” Euclid appears, with a commentary, and Ramus, as
we should expect, is represented by more than one volume.
Finally, the classics make a brave showing. Tacitus, Juvenal,
Persius, Cicero, Demosthenes, Horace, Plautus, Seneca, Asop,
Lucian, Sophocles, Lucan, and Ovid’s “Art of Love,” shelved
with the works of Charles Chauncy, John Davenport, John
Cotton, and other New England authors, reveal two sides of Mas-
sachusetts Puritanism, and correct the fatally easy generalization
which asserts that men of Mather’s type, because they wrote and
read along the line of their beliefs, were blind to all else and
ignorant of the great profane literature of the world.

Abandoning classification, and tumbling out on the table
a heap of books, chosen at random for their connection with
elements in Mather’s life, or for their appeal to our modern eyes,
one may have a composite impression which will serve in lieu
of a detailed bibliographical study of Mather’s library list. In
such a heap would be “The Theatre of God’s Judgements,” a
collection of tales ““from Sacred, Ecclesiastical, and Prophane
Authors” showing God’s punishment of transgressors of His
laws, written by the schoolmaster of Oliver Cromwell.s* Beside
it is “The World of Wonders” by H. Stevens, hiding under its
English title a translation of Henri Estienne’s famous “ Apologie
pour Herodote.” 3* Here are literary kinsmen of what was to be
the most famous of Increase Mather’s own works.3* Robert
Fabyan’s # chronicle of England from the arrival of Brutus to the
sixteenth century, known in his day as “The Concordance of
Histories,” lies open before us. The “Adagia” of Erasmus is
better known to-day, as is, perhaps, Buchanan’s great Scottish

28. Cf. DNB. 29. 1615-1697.

30. Roman physican of the first century.

31. See DNB, article “Thomas Beard.”

32. Cf., for example,C H. C. Wright, History of French Literature, p. 205.

33 See pages 170-171 post.

34. Cf.
35. Cf. H 0 Taylor, Thought and Expression in the Sixteenth Century, i, 166.
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history.®® Of the Puritans, Owen, Mede, and Baxter 37 are seen
at once, and William Prynne’s great tirade against the theatre,
the “Histrio-Mastix,” 3 called by Voltaire “a very bad book,”
but which is, none the less, a “magnum opus of Puritan enthu-
siasm and learning.” 4 Here and there a book has an inscrip-
tion marking it as the gift of Richard Mather, and five of his
works were in his son’s hands. Milton’s “ Apology for Smectym-
nuus” and his “Defensio pro Populo Anglicano” catch one’s eye,
and a collector of Americana would delight in “The Planter’s
Plea,” the “Anti-Synodalia,” and kindred works. Calvin’s im-
mortal “Institute” + is here, of course, and, lest we form too nar-
row an idea of the tastes of the collector, the works of Robert
Bellarmine, a cardinal so derided by the Dutch Puritans as to
have a wine jug modelled in his likeness and crowned by them
with his name.# Fuller’s “Church History” is familiar,s “Hall
against Long Hair” has an alluring title, and “Willet and Hol-
land de vocal Judgment of witches”# is an entry which arouses
our curiosity when we keep later events in mind.

In a far different field is Grotius on the power of the temporal
government in church councils;* and Sir Walter Raleigh’s
politically advanced *“Prerogative of Parliaments,”4? and a mass
of pamphlets on current political topics, reveal the interest of at
least one ecclesiastic in the policies and problems of the state.
One cannot turn away without a glance at the numerous com-
pilations or collections, books of ready reference, flanked by

ars and dictionaries of various languages. There is the
“Herwologia Anglica” of Henry Holland,*® the *“Anglorum

36. Cf. Cambridge History of English Literature, iii, 164.

37. Cf.DNB.

38. DNB; Cambridge History of English Literature, vi, 403, 406; A. W. Ward,
History of English Dramatic Literature, ii, 412f.

39. In his Sur la Consideration qu’on doit aux Gens de Lettres.

40. A. W. Ward, History of English Dramatic Literature, ii, 412f. An entry in the
1660 MS. Diary shows that Mather was reading the Histrio-Mastix on Dec. 13, 1664.

41. H. O. Taylor, Thought and Expression, i, 402-423.

42. Cf. R. Chambers, The Book of Days, i, 371, 372.

43. For Thomas Fuller, see DNB.

44. Thomas Hall, 1610-1665. See DNB.

45. 1 have not identified this book positively, but see Caméridge History of English
Literature, iv, 325.

46. De Imperio Summarum Potestatum Circa Sacra. Cf. J. L. de Burigny, The Life
of ... Grotius, pp. 85, 365.

47. Cambridge History of English Literature, iv, 64.

48. I thus identify Mather’s entry “Herologia Anglorium.” Holland’s book, con-
taining brief lives of famous men, appeared in 1620.
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Preelia” so much in favor with Elizabeth’s Privy Council,* and
Matthias Prideaux’s “ Introduction to the Reading of History.” s
Its pages shed light on the critical views of the time. It sums
up, with the assurance of a Wells, the earth’s history to the
accession of Charles I, classifies history, asks engaging ques-
tions to stimulate the student, and delivers itselfg‘ o? harsh
opinions on the profane romances or “bastard histories” of an
earlier day.* What wonder that the tales of Arthur do not
find their way to this Boston house, or that there are lacking the
lighter works of the Elizabethan *“merrie England”? Yet, save
for this absence of fiction, of poetry, of current English literature,
redeemed only by such items as Fuller’s “Worthies” or “Her-
bert’s poems,” it is hard from a seventeenth-century vantage-
point to pick flaws in the Mather library as a collection for a man
broad in culture and active in mind. .

One would turn gladly enough from the books, to catch a
glimpse of their owner in the flesh. “It was Commonly said, It
was a very Edifying Thing, only to see him in our Public Assemblies;
His very Countenance carried the Force of a Sermon with it.”
No portrait of him at this time is preserved, but we may believe
that his stature, his strongly modelled face with its high cheek-
bones and long, straight nose, and, most characteristic of all, his
long narrow hands with their slender fingers, were distinctive
features then as well as twenty years later.s Fortunately, if we
lack evidence as to externals, we do find hints here and there of
more fundamental elements in his make-up. It was during these
years that he wrote the first of the diaries preserved for us. In
them there are, here and there, vivid sidelights on the writer.
We see in his “heart serious” or “heart various” $ at the close
of each day’s entry his effort to appraise his progress in his task
of walking with his will in strict accordance with God’s. In his
constant debates as to whether he should accept the call of the
Second Church in Boston, his worries about salary, his longing
to move elsewhere,® and, by preference, to England,s? there is

49. Cf. A. C. Potter, Catalogue, p. 193.

§0. See DNB, article “ John Prideaux, 1578-1650.” ]

§1. M. Prideaux, An Easy and Compendious Introduction for Reading all sorts of
Histories, pp. 348, 349- §2. Parentator, p. 40.

§3. See the 1688 portrait of Mather, reproduced as frontispiece to this book.

§4. MS. Diary, ““1660"; Parentator, p. 40.

§5. Autobiography; MS. Diary, 1660,” entries Feb. 15, March 15, 1664. Cf. also,

C. Robbins, History, pp. 11, 12.
§6. MS. Diary, “1660,” entry Feb. 17, 1664. §7. Ausobiography.
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seen the working of his remembered successes abroad, and the
desire for the home country that ran in his blood. And a still
more human side appears in his visits to his neighbors, his dinings
out, his many callers, and the repeated occurrence in his diary of
the great names of his Boston — Wilson, Allen, Richards, Way,
Collicott, Mayo, Clark, Higginson, and Hutchinson.s® He is thus
revealed, not as the dour minister locked in his study, or the
ascetic shunning the world, but as the man of “very Gentlemanly
Behaviour; full of Gravity, with all the Handsom Carriage, as well
as Neatness, of a G