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Figure 1.3. Official map (reduced) of Harrisburg known as the “Hyrum Leany Entry”. From
faded blueprint copy, original lost. Detailed information is difficult to read, and information
from 1869 map was used to help identify the following properties:

A. Orson B. Adams (Wm. Leany) F. Eljah K. Fuller

B. Priddy Meeks G. Sylvia Meeks(Indian step-grandchild of Meeks)
C. Samuel Hamilton (Meek’s son-in-law) H. Leany House

D. School House 1. Jolley House

E. McMullin Property J. Cemetery

The heavy dashed lines bound present day Interstate 1-15.
















B. PHYSICAL HISTORY OF THE LANDSCAPE:

1. ANNOTATED CHRONOLOGY:
a. Periods of Landscape Development:

1. 1861- Pioneers, led by Moses Harris settle the area around the
confluence of Leeds and Quail Creeks

2. 1862 — Orson B. Adams moves his family to Harrisburg and
establishes a farmstead on the south bank of Quail Creek on the
terrace of Harrisburg Flat.

3. 1862-1901 — During this period, Orson Adams and his family
built their home, constructed an irrigation ditch, that diverted water
from Quail Creek to the farmstead, terraced the land on the
southwest edge of the lower north field, and built rock retaining
walls at the east edge of the lower north field and the upper field
and along the road running along the front of the house. They also
plowed and irrigated a field in the upper north portion of the site.
In the lower, south field, they constructed fences and access roads.

4.1901-1910 — Land changes hands multiple times without any
significant alterations.

5. 1910 — William Emmett purchases land.

6. 1910-1944 - Although Emmett did not make any major
alterations to the site, he continued to cultivate the land. He grew
corn, melons, and cantaloupe in the upper north field and concord
grapes on the terraces and east of the house. Fruit trees such as
peaches, pears and apricots were grown amongst the grapes, and
almonds were grown on the east bank of the ditch. Maud Emmett,
William’s wife, grew a “kitchen garden” directly behind the
home'2. After William died in 1944, Maud leased the lower
pasture to Stanley Fuller who kept cattle on it".

7. 1947 — Homestead was abandoned'*.

8. 2001 — Site was acquired by the Bureau of Land Management
and studies were undertaken for its preservation and restoration.

12. Emmett, [donna. Phone Interview with Michael Timmons
13. Emmett, Vaunda. Phone Interview with Michael Timmons
14. Emmett, Idonna. Phone Interview with Michael Timmons
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b. Landscape Shapers/Creators:

Orson Bennet Adams, the main shaper of the site, moved to
Harrisburg with his wife in 1862, having been called by his church
leaders to assist in the establishment of the small farming town.
According to Census data, he was 47 years old at the time'®. He
had served, along with several other prominent Mormon settlers,
during the Mexican War in a group known as the “Mormon
Battalion” and was also instrumental in the establishment of
Parowan, Utah in 1851'°,

Willard Glover McMullin, the stone mason of the settlement, most
likely constructed, or at least assisted in the construction of, the
Adams home around 1863 to 1865'”. It was habitable by 1866,
when John Kemple wintered with the Adams’.

Orson Adams continued to cultivate the land, manipulating it into a
productive farmstead. He stayed in Harrisburg, at the site, until he
moved in with his daughter and son-in-law who lived in Leeds.
After his death in 1901, he willed the home over to his daughter
Susanna Harris, who did nothing to change the land, but sold it
soon thereafter'®.

William M. Emmett, the father of the last family to occupy the site,
bought the land in 1910. He was born in St. George, Utah on
January 10, 1878. He moved to Arizona for several years before
moving back to Utah between 1906 and 1910 with his second wife,
Katie “Maude” Dodge Emmett. William and his family were the
last to stay in Harrisburg. He farmed the old Adams farmstead
and, on the side, had a bootlegging operation and served as a tooth
extractionist for the residents of Leeds. According to Cannon
Huntsman, a former resident of Leeds, Emmett had served some
time in the Utah State Penitentiary for bootlegging. He lived in
Harrisburg until his death in 1944.

15. Kardas, S.
16. Kardas, S.
17. Kardas, S.
18. Kardas, S.

Ph.D. and E. Larabee, Ph.D., Sept. 2001, p. 11
Ph.D. and E. Larabee, Ph.D., Sept. 2001, p. 11
Ph.D. and E. Larabee, Ph.D., Sept. 2001, pp. 12-13
Ph.D. and E. Larabee, Ph.D., Sept. 2001, p. 16
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