University of Massachusetts Amherst

ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst

Travel and Tourism Research Association: Advancing Tourism Research Globally

Exploring the Relationship between Whole vs. Part Destination
Images: A Case Study

Huimin Liu
Temple University

Kun Lai
Sun Yat-sen University

Xiang(Robert) Li
Temple University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umass.edu/ttra

Liu, Huimin; Lai, Kun; and Li, Xiang(Robert), "Exploring the Relationship between Whole vs. Part
Destination Images: A Case Study" (2021). Travel and Tourism Research Association: Advancing Tourism
Research Globally. 61.

https://scholarworks.umass.edu/ttra/2021/research_papers/61

This Event is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. It has been accepted for
inclusion in Travel and Tourism Research Association: Advancing Tourism Research Globally by an authorized
administrator of ScholarWorks@UMass Amherst. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@library.umass.edu.


https://scholarworks.umass.edu/
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/ttra
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/ttra?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fttra%2F2021%2Fresearch_papers%2F61&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarworks.umass.edu/ttra/2021/research_papers/61?utm_source=scholarworks.umass.edu%2Fttra%2F2021%2Fresearch_papers%2F61&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:scholarworks@library.umass.edu

This study attempted to explore the relationship between the destination image of one
region (whole destination image) and those of its inner areas (part destination images)
via a core-periphery structural perspective. To date, empirical studies on this topic remain
rare. By content analyzing online reviews, the relationship of memory associations in the
whole and part destination images was analyzed. Our results show that whole destination
image shares a number of associations with part destination images. Yet the percentages
of shared image associations on whole destination image are not equal among part
destination images. The status (core/periphery) of shared associations may not be the
same in whole and part destination images. Besides, core associations of part destination
images are more likely to be found in whole destination image compared to periphery
associations of part destination images. Conceptual and managerial implications of the
findings were discussed.
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