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Prof. Masahito Ando Retirement Lecture
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Archival Science/Community Society History Theory/Recordkeeping/
Shoko Ahagon/Michael Cook
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I wish to trace my own ‘way to archival science’ by talking about my memories of four
persons selected among so many people from whom I have received tremendous academic
benefits. Shimazu Toyoyuki-sensei, my teacher of Japanese history at junior-high and high
schools in Matsuyama, Ehime Prefecture, often told us in his classes about ‘community
society history theory’ enthusiastically, and opened my eyes toward history. From Kobayashi
Toshihisa-san of Ohtsuki, Yamanashi Prefecture, who supported my preparing a university
graduation thesis, I have learnt a lot about the importance of local archival records and how
to preserve those records. Ahagon Shukou-san of Iyejima. Okinawa Prefecture, well known

as a nonviolent anti-war peace activist, has left a huge amount of records created during his
lifetime over a hundred years, and taught me that grassroots archival activity was one of the
pillars supporting people’s movements. Lastly, my present study on archival history has been
infulenced by Michael Cook-sensei of the University of Liverpool, United Kingdom, who has
been strongly advocating the important role of archives to protect the right and freedom of

oppressed and discriminated people.
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