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Capt. James Floyd Ray
Vietnam Veteran Archive
Sarah Jacobs, Matt Hartnett, and Katie Roman



Biography

Captain James Floyd Ray was born August 17, 1937 in Baldwin County, Georgia to
parents Claude Elbert Ray (1908-1996) and Annie Joe Moye Ray (1911-1999), according to
Findagrave.com. Ray graduated from the United States Military Academy in the class of 1959.
While at West Point, he became a Rhodes Scholar. He studied philosophy, politics, and
economics at Oxford University and planned a career path in international economics. Ray was a
distinguished student, graduating from West Point second in his class. James Floyd Ray married
Charlotte Ruth Walters in Smith, Texas on July 12, 1961, according to the Smith County
Marriage Records database found on Ancestry.com. He considered himself a Protestant. Also
noted on the Findagrave.com page is that during his time in the Army, Floyd served as the
Captain of the SD 5891 company in the 99th province in the 4th Infantry Division, Fort Lewis,
Wash. from 1963-1964. Following that, he served in the Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
(MACYV) from 1964-1965. While serving in this position he helped advise generals and ground
troops on battlefield tactics and logistics. On January 9, 1967, Ray was killed by gunshots or
small arms fire while on the ground in Vietnam, according to the U.S. Select Military Registers
database found on Ancestry.com. His body was recovered. While his military career lasted only
four years, he was revered by friends and family with many commenting on his valor, honor, and
courage and many saying he had the potential to become a member of the Joint Chiefs
Commission.

His gravestone can be found at 1520 Harry Wurzbach Road San Antonio, TX 78209, Section W
Site 2994.

RAY Milledgeville, Georgia 1-2 Congressional Jim had previously lived on the post for five
years and consequently was well schooled on the tradition and system which we were about to
encounter. An active participant in extra- curricular activities, he still managed to find time to
carve out a top slot for himself in class standing. Always willing to give some- body a helping
hand, he will be remembered for his efficient capacity and sharp personal appearance. Debate
Council Forum 4-3-2-1. Chairman: German Club 4-3; Hop Committee 4-3-2-1,; Public
Information Detail 4: Cadet Chapel Choir 4-3-2-1; Glee Club 4-3-2-1; Stars 3-2-1; Corporal 2;
Captain 1. MHBMWi— Nineteen Hundred Fifty-Nine



Pictures

Colonel Joseph Frances Muldrow, B.S,
Lieutenant Colonel Executive Officer
325th Infantry Reserve
Commandant

Major Thomas Henry Rentz, A.B,
Mercer University
University of Georgia
History, Athletic Director

Major Samuel James Whatley, A.B.,, MA.
Second Licutenant 325th Infantry Reserve
Mercer University
English

Major Ren Atherton Thorne, A.B., MA.
Acadia University
Mercer University
French, Spanish

Major George Eslie Florence, B,
University of Georgia
Duke University
Mathematics

Major Claude Elbert Ray, B.S,
First Lieutenant 325th Infantry Reserve
Clemson College
Science

Major Godfrey Osterman, B.S.
Bethany College
Science and Band

Major Joel C. Kennedy, A.B.
Second Lieutenant 327th Infantry Reserve
Wofford College
Mathematics



ACTIVE LIST

Major Claude Elbert Ray, James’ father, is pictured in the third row, second colgmn, in the 1938-
39 Georgia Military College 60" annual Announcement. Provided by the GMC library.
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SIXTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1940
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Year: 1940, Census Place: Milledgeville, Baldwin, Georgia,; Roll: m-t0627-00637, Page: 20B;
Enumeration District: 5-7, online database, Ancestry.com
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U.S., Select Military Registers, 1862-1985, online database, Ancestry.com. Provo, UT, USA:
Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013.



Release Forms

ORAL HISTORY RELEASE CC BY-NC-SA

[PROJECT NAME]
Updated 12.3.19

GEORGIA
COLLEGE

GEORGIA'S PUBLIC
LIBERAL ARTS UNIVERSITY

Participant’s name:
Mailing address:
Phone and/or email:

| voluntarily agree to be interviewed for this historical study of [project details]. |
understand that the following items may be created from my interview:

« an audio and/or video recording

- an edited transcript and summary

- a photograph of me

- copies of any personal documents or additional photos that | wish to share

| understand that my interview (and other items above) may be distributed to the public
for educational purposes, including formats such as print, public programming, and the
Internet. Also, | agree to freely share my interview (and other items above) under the
terms of a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International
License. This means that | retain the copyright, but that the public may freely copy,
modify, and share these items for noncommercial purposes under the same terms, if
they include the original source information. In return, the interviewer promises to send
one free copy of the interview recording, transcript, and related items to my address
above. Any exceptions to this agreement must be listed below:

Permission granted:

87/ quﬂﬂu S -5-202]

Participant's signaturg/date

Interviewer’s signature date
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