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Abstract:

The Late Jurassic of the Lusitanian Basin (Portugal) has yielded significant theropod and sauropod
tracksites (e.g.: Pedra da Mua, Avelino, Cabo Mondego) plus recent findings of isolated dinosaur
tracks. The Sociedade de Histéria Natural (SHN) in Torres Vedras houses a significant collection of yet
mostly undescribed dinosaur tracks from the Late Jurassic. The footprints have been collected from
different Kimmeridgian-Tithonian geological formations (Amoreira-Porto Novo, Alcobaca, Sobral
and Freixial formations) that mainly outcrop across the Consolacao and Turcifal sub-basins of the Lu-
sitanian Basin. The footprints have been collected in different localities at the base of the cliffs, main-
ly isolated and dispersed. The collection is composed of more than a hundred of footprints and the
majority of them are preserved as isolated sandstone natural casts. Nonetheless, some specimens
are preserved as microconglomerate natural casts or in limestones (either as casts or true tracks).
The majority of the footprints are tridactyl dinosaur tracks of variable sizes. Among them, several
symmetric with high interdigital angle and low mesaxony tracks probably produced by ornithopod/
ornithischian dinosaurs are noteworthy. Three main morphotypes (Anomoepus-like, Dineichnus-like
and Iguanodontipodidae) have been identified. In addition, medium to large sized theropod tracks
(Megalosauripus transjuranicus-like) have been also identified. Small (grallatorid-like) and gigantic
theropod and sauropod tracks, plus some possible crocodylomorph traces complete this outstand-
ing collection. These new occurrences increase the previously known Late Jurassic ichnodiversity in
the Lusitanian basin.
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