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Background

Northern Ireland consistently experiences a higher rate of eco-
nomic inactivity compared to other regions of the UK, cur-
rently 27% of the working age population compared to 22% in
the UK. Historically, the major variance in explaining higher NI
economic inactivity rates has been larger proportions of long-
term sick/disabled. Only 34.7% of the NI population with a
disability are employed compared to 77.9% of the non-disabled
population.

Aim

The aims were to explore the relationship between chronic
health status and the labour-market in NI, and how receipt of
DLA is associated with economic inactivity.

Methods

This study links the 2011-NI-Census records, DLA-dataset,
death registrations for the Census population, settlement-band
data, the Land and Property Service capital-valuation of prop-
erty, and the NI-Multiple-Deprivation Measure. The economi-
cally active population was defined as all individuals that were
either employed or unemployed but looking for a job at the
time of the 2011-Census.

Results

Men with mental-health conditions reporting a lot of limita-
tion in day-to-day activities are almost 51 times more likely to
be economically inactive compared to men with no health con-
dition (ORadj=50.99, 95%Cl:46.8,55.6). Learning/mental-
health conditions are more likely to be associated with eco-
nomic inactivity in both women and men compared to physical
health conditions, such as long-term pain, mobility or breath-
ing difficulties. Individuals in receipt of DLA are more than
twice as likely to be economically inactive as their peers who
are not in receipt of DLA.
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Conclusions

Individuals with mental-health conditions reporting a lot of
limitation in day-to-day activities have the lowest rates of par-
ticipation in the labour-market. A lot of limitation in the day-
to-day activities appears to be strongly associated with eco-
nomic inactivity regardless of the health condition. DLA up-
take is associated with considerably reduced likelihood of being
economically active overall while the health conditions underly-
ing DLA uptake are strong barriers to access the labour-market
in NI.
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