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Abstract

Japanese phonetic transcriptions into Korean Hangul involve the transcription of Japanese sounds

with Hangul characters according to the relationships between letters and sounds in the Korean

writing system. For example, Aitsuys (necessary) is written “5] = 8.9
There is a standard foreign language transcription system commonly used in South Korea to

transcribe Japanese phonetically into Hangul. However, there are some issues with this transcription

system, such as the fact that some transcribed sounds are different from actual Japanese sounds and
the fact that Japanese long sounds cannot be transcribed. Accordingly, we propose a Japanese
phonetic transcription system that addresses these issues.

The following two studies were conducted: 1) a dictation study in which native Korean
speakers unfamiliar with written Japanese listened to spoken Japanese and noted the words using
Hangul; and 2) an oral reading study in which the participants read out each candidate for the
phonetic notation method derived from the dictation study, identifying the notation that was most
likely to be read the way it sounds in Japanese.

The main characteristics of the proposed phonetic notation are detailed below.

(a) 'The vowels [a, i, u,e, o] should be notated as [}, ©], -, oll, ©.], respectively, while the vowels
in [su], [tsu], and [zu] should be notated as [2=], [Z], and [Z=], using [ 2], respectively.

(b) The consonants [k] and [t] are represented by aspirated consonants in Hangul. The consonant
[k] should be notated as [ =1 ], while [ta], [te], and [to] should be notated as [ & ] and [chi] and
[tsu] as [ =<].

(c) Long vowels are to be notated with one of the following in accordance with the preceding
mora vowels [a, i,u,e,0].

(d) Moraic obstruents are to be notated by a combination of the final consonant in Hangul
immediately before the moraic obstruent and the tense consonant immediately after the
moraic obstruent.

(e) Moraic nasals should be notated by [ © ] if they are followed by the vowels [k], [h], [y], [r], [w],
or [g], by [ -] if they are followed by [s], [t], [n], [z], or [d], and by [ ] if they are followed
by [m], [b], or [p].

Keywords: Japanese phonetic notation, Korean language, Hangle, dictation, oral reading
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