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Taiwanese Folk Tradition of Animal Sacrifice

—Focusing on Pigs—

Abstract : Festivals are a common cultural phenomenon and a classic topic of study in human
societies. The religious offerings this paper discusses have been studied in numerous contexts.
The practice of using animals as an offering, or animal sacrifice, is often accompanied by a sense
of guilt as it involves the killing of animals.

Similar to the word “kugi ,” or sacrificial ritual, is the Japanese “kuyo”, which means “making
an offering.” In the past, some cultures made human sacrifices with human beings offered up as
the object of sacrifice instead of animals.

With the development of agricultural civilizations, people’s perceptions of pigs underwent
various changes. Some notable studies on pigs include research on pig gods or holy pigs, as well
as a study that focuses on the kanji for pig, “tun” and explores the symbolic meaning of hogs
through analyzing the elements comprising this kanji, namely “jia” and “zhong.” The study of the

kanji for pig discusses life and death, while the research on pig gods probes how they are
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worshipped and feared. People’s views on pigs differ from culture to culture. Many of the holy
pig studies examine pigs as a sacrificial offering.

The topic of this paper is the unique Taiwanese tradition of the Pig God competition. This is a
long-standing festival in which fattened pigs are judged on their weight and appearance, and
later dismembered and displayed. Few studies on the Pig God competition exist, and research
focusing on the aspect of animal sacrifice or studies that regard the event as an example of folk
tradition are rare.

This paper aims to shed light on the subjects and background of animal sacrifice practices in
Taiwan. As a case study, the paper discusses the Pig God contests held at yuyuangong temple
during Ghost Month and the contest held on the birthday of the Buddhist monk Master
Qingshui.
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