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His Excellency, WiLLiam LArrABRE, Governor of lowa:

Sir—Agreeable to chapter 159 of the Code, as amended by section
2, chapter 175, laws of the Nineteenth General Assembly, I have the
honor to submit to you the report of the department of Publio In-
struction for the biennial term ending June 30, 1886.

J. W. Axgrs,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.




PREFACE.

The law requiring that the report of the Superintendent shall be
made on the 15th day of August preceding the regular session of
the General Assembly, and that it shall cover the biemnial period
ending June 30th, leads to confusion, and renders it impossible for
theSuperintendent to report the condition of education in the several
counties up to or near to the date of the issue of his report. This re-
port although issued August 15, 1887, contains nothing from the
several counties later than October, 1886, and all this valuable and
interesting information is therefore almost an entire year behind the
appearance of the report. The statistics relating to the several
counties are made up from the reports of district secretaries and
treasurers. These reports are due at the office of the county super-
intendents between the fifteenth and twentieth days of September of
each year. (See sections 1745 and 1751 school laws 1884.) It will be
seen therefore, that the report of this department for the year 1887,
cannot contain anything from the counties compiled from the reports
of secretaries and treasurers later than September of 1886, The re-
ports of the Board of Regents of the State University and the Trus-
tees of the Iowa State Normal School cover a period ending June
30, 1887, Unless there are grave reasons for the distinction which
the law now makes between the report of the Superintendent of
Pablic Instruction and that of other State officers, (and such reasons
have not oceurred to me) the law should be so amended as to provide
that the report of this department shall be made to the Governor on
or about the time of the assembling of each session of the General
Assembly. This would enable the Superintendent to report for the
term ending October 1st, and would bring the information he is able
to give practically down to the date of his report.

Respectfully,
J. W. Axegs,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.



TWENTY-THIRD BIENNIAL REPORT

OF THE

Superintendent of Public Instruction.

It is gratifying to be able to report a most satisfactory and pros-
perous condition of education throughout the State. The past two
years have been years of increased interest, activity and growth.
This applies to no particular county or locality, but is general. The
number of school houses has been increased by about five hundred,
and their aggregate value by more than five hundred and fifty thous-
and dollars. The number of teachers is increased by about five hun-
dred, while our school population is ten thousand greater than the
same as reported two years ago.

The total number of teachers attending normal institutes in 1884,
was fourteen thousand, seven hundred and ninety-four. This report
shows eighteen thousand and twenty-six.

Our report for 1884 shows $4,962,276 raised by district taxation.
For 1886 the amount is $5,200,807, showing an increase of $238,531,
This does not represent our entire receipts for 1886, that being, for
the three funds, $6,514,630.56. The aggregate disbursements of the
three funds for 1884 was as follows: School house fund, #1,182,-
544.15; contingent fund, $1,320,459.01; teachers’ fund, $3,724,966.54,
making a total of $6,236,847.82. For the year 1886 these amounts
are as follows: Total disbursements of the school house fund,
$052,540.03; contingent fund, $1,361,740.30; teachers’, $4,008,583.54,
making the total disbursements of the three funds for 1886, $6,523,
172,42, leaving on hand, in all funds, $2,001,028.29,

Since 1884 there has been quite a decrease in the amount of money
expended for school houses and sites. The years 1883 and 1884 were
remarkably active in this respect, as compared with earlier and later
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years. The’ explanation of the falling off of the last two years is,
of course, to be found in the hard times and the general depression
in business enterprise.

I herewith present a tabulated statement of the receipts and dis-
bursements of the several funds for the past six years, believing that
such a presentation will prove interesting and valuable to those whe
desire to inform themselves as to the condition and progress of our

sohool system:
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STATEMENT
Showing receipts and disbursements of contingent fund for the past seven years, including 1830,
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These tables will reward a careful study. It should be remem-
bered that thousands of boards of directors acting entirely independ-
ent of each other, contribute to these grand totals—that while they
represent millions of dollars received and disbursed, they vary but a
few thousands from year to year, and these variations usually repre-
sent an increase in the current expenses, consequent upon the growth
of the system. There could be no more satisfactory showing that
boards of directors as a rule are honest and regular in the transac-
tion of business, and in disbursing the people’s money, than is to be
found in the regularity of these annual totals. It will be noticed
that the amounts on hand at the close of the several years are
approximately the same. They should agree with the amounts on
hand at the beginning of the years which follow them. This is sel-
dom the case, although the discrepancy is not often large. In chang-
ing treasurers there is usually more or less trouble. When the
accounts of the treasurers do not balance, and a part of the money
belonging to the district is unaccounted for, it is the duty of the presi-
dent of the board to bring suit in the name of the district and
recover from the treasurer or his hondsmen, the amount which may
be unaccounted for. Boards are not always as strict with their treas-
urers and their bondsmen as they should be. In many cases we have
informed the president of a district board of a discrepancy or short-
age in the accounts of their treasurer, but we have seldom if evir
been able in this way to secure a correction of the report.

All treasurers’ reports go to the county superintendent, and the
law should be so amended as to require the county superintendent to
audit these reports, and in case of shortages, he should be author-
ized, if necessary to direct the county attorney to begin proceedings
for the recovery of missing funds.

On this and many other accounts the law should strengthen the
office, and enlarge the powers of the

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT,

keeping, of course, within safe and prudent limitations.

The office is now greatly weakened by the political situation in
many counties. However successful, competent and faithful a super-
intendent may be, if the control of the county passes from one polit-
ical party to another the experienced and successful officer is
displaced, and a new and inexperienced man or woman, as the case
may be, succeeds to the administration of the office.

1887.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 11

This is prejudicial to the interests of our schools and greatly
retards progress.

The success of educational work depends very largely upon organ-
ization. A ohange in the system of organization and management
of the schools of a county, is always attended with confusion, and
not infrequently results in a relapse of several years.

It has been suggested from many sources that the county superin-
tendency should be made a non-political office. Just how this may
be done 80 as to improve upon our present method, is diffioult to de-
termine.

The proposition to make the office appointive, either by the board
of supervisors or any other county authority, has not been favorably
received. It is by no means certain that this would either take the
office out of politics or secure more competent officers. The county
superintendent should be elected by the people. If this could be
done at a non-partizan election, as for instance, at the school elections
in March, it would be a great improvement over our present plan.
The term of oftice, as I have heretofore suggested, should be four
years instead of two. This would tend more to give the office
strength and independence, than anything else that could now be
done. Four years would allow sufficient time to develop and mature
a plan of organization, and to test the fitness and ability of a saper-
intendent. A system, if good and effective, would obtain a strong
hold upon teachers and leave a lasting impression upon the schools of
the county. Succeeding officers would find it more difficult to make
radical changes in the work of the county, and in many cases they
would adopt the system of their predecessors, and continue the work
without material change or interruption. A term of four years
would enable the superintendent to become well acquainted with
school officers and the condition of schools throughout the county, as
well as to become informed as to the character and teachingability
of teachers. He would become familiar with the school law, and his
inflaence thus largely increased he would be able to settle amicably
the petty troubles which are usually litigated to the great injury of
the schools. The county superintendents are entitled to great credit
for the general sncoess which has attended our law, requiring that

BCIENTIFIC INSTRUCTION

in physiology having special reference to the influence of stimulants
and narcotics upon the human system, should be tanght in all public
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schools, The law has been very generally obeyed. Owing to the
fact that while the law went into effect on the first day of July, 1886,
and the provision that teachers should be examined on the subject
after July, 1887, many boards of directors, supposing that the law
wonld not come into full force and effect until July, 1887, failed to
make immediate preparation for teaching the subject as early in the
year as should have been done. There were those, no doubt, who,
being unfriendly to the law, intentionally neglected making the re.
quired provisions, and subsequently claimed not to kave understood
that they were required to do anything in the matter before July,
1887.

These cases were not numerous, however, and it is to be hoped that
hereafter the law will be honestly and faithfully carried out in all
schools.

In all county superintendents’ conventions held in the spring and
summer following the enactment of this law, the subject was very
generally and thoroughly discussed and an earnest desire manifested
by the great majority of superintendents to secure an observance of
all its provisions in their several counties. It soon became apparent,
however, that the construction and execution of the law was attended
with many difficulties. For the purpose of clearing the subject of
these difficulties, so far as posegible, the following circular letter was
issued under date of November 20, 1886:

CIRCULAR LETTER No. 2,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION,

STATE OF IOWA, }
Des MOINES.

To County Superintendents and School Officers:

The letters received at the Department of Publie Instruction asking for a
construction, in whole or in part, of the law enacted by the Twenty-first
General Assembly, providing for the teaching and study of physiology and
hygiene, with special reference to the effects of aleoholic drinks, stimulants
and narcotics upon the human system, in the public schools and educa-
tional institutions of the State, are constantly on the increase, showing a
very general desire to comply with the law, and to that end to obtain a clear
understanding of all its provisions.

We cannot hope, by any construction possible, to relieve you of all the

1887.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 18

difficulties which are to be found in the way of a practical compliance with
the law. Time and experience are necessary to divest the subject of all
that is obscure and ambiguous—to a full and clear understanding of what is
required—and to the adoption of those methods of instruction, and the
necessary re-arrangement of previous and established routines, whereby we
shall be able fto accomplish a practical and faithful compliance with the
law.

The notes and suggestions following the several sections In order are
made in the hope that they will aid and assist those whose duty it is to exe-
cute the law, to a proper construction, and & better understanding, of its
provisions and requirements. They are advisory only, and must not be re-
garded as having the force and effect of law.

Chapter 1, Laws of the T'wenty-first General Assembly, provides as fol-
lows:

SectioN 1. That physiology and hygiene, which must, in each division
of the subject thereof, include special reference to the effects of aleoholio
drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system, shall be included
in the branches of study now and hereafter required to be regularly taught
to and studied by all pupils in common schools and in all normal institutes
and normal and industrial schools and the schools at the Soldiers’ Orphans’
Home, and Home for Indigent Children.

**In each division of the subject,” etc.— Authors do not agree as to the ** divis-
ions " into which they divide, and under which they treat, the subject of
physiology. It is the intention of the law, however, that while treating of
the ** division of the subject” konown as * nutrition” the influence of
alcohol, stimulants and narcotics, as affecting nutrition, shall be taught
before proceeding to another division. The same is true of other divisions,
such as digestion, circulation, respiration, osseous system, nervous system
and organs of special sense.

Text-books, or outlines for oral instruetion, which do not provide for such
instruction in connection with each division of the subject, do not meet
the requirements of the law.

** Regqularly,” elc.—Arithmetic, geography and grammar are * regularly "
taught. The rule is that pupils receive daily lessons in these branches.
The law seeks to determine, as near as may be, the amount of instruction
required, and it does this to prevent a sham compliance with, or an evasion
of, the law. But if **regularly "’ should be construed to mean *‘at regular
and stated times,” these may be remotely separated at the pleasure of the
teacher, and the law be made of none effect. We think ** regularly "' should
be construed to mean daily.

** Taught to and studied by all pupils.”—For the present, this subject must
be taught to and studied by all classes and pupils, from the primary classes
through the high school. This must continue until salisfactory examina-
tions shall have been successfuly passed, after which those classes which
have passed the examination may discontinue the subject.

The study of this special subject must begin in the lowest primary class.
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In what grade or class it shall be completed, after the present year, must be
determined by the respective boards of directors.
Primary classes must be instructed orally, as they are not old enough

either to use or to comprehend a book.
It is the duty of boards of directors to determine at what age or in

what grades or classes the study shall be pursued *‘ book in hand.” While

we recommend the adoption of good text-books to be studied by each pupil

of proper age, we think a full eourse of oral instruction, or outline of work,
adopted by the board and faithfully carried out by the teacher, even though
it extends throughout the entire course, is a compliance with the law. It
must, however, be **a full eourse ”’; it must be ** adopted by the board,” and
« faithfally carried out by the teacher.”

#¢ In all normal institutes,” ete.—The county superintendent is made directly
responsible for the execution of this law. The normal institute must be the
fountain from which good and wholesome scientific instruction shall be sup-
plied to all our teachers, and by and through them to all our pupils. With-
out the hearty and zealous support of county superintendents the law will
accomplish little or nothing.

Efficient and earnest instructors should be employed. Charts and ample
appliances should be provided. Physicians and scientists should be invited
to lecture, and teachers exhorted to be sincere, fearless and faithful in the
discharge of their duty.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of all boards of directors of schools and of
boards of trustees, and of county superintendents in the case of normal in-
stitutes, to see to the observance of this statute, and make provision there-
for, and it is especially enjoined on the county superintendent of each
county that he include in his report to the Superintendent of Public Instrue-
tion the manner and extent to which the requirements of section one of this
act are complied with in the schools and institutes under his charge, and
the secretary of school boards in cities and towns is especially charged with
the duty of reporting to the Superintendent of Public Instruction as to the
observance of said section one hereof in their respective town and city
schools, and only such schools and educational institutes reporting compli-
ance, as above required, shall receive the proportion of school funds or
allowance of public money to which they would be otherwise entitled.

** To see to the observance of this slatule, and make provision therefor,” etc.—It
is here made the duty of boards of directors not only to provide that certain
instruction shall be given, but to see to it that it iz given.

The work to be done should be well defined by the board, that teachers may
know what is expected and reguired, and that patrons may know whether
they are doing it.

Boards of directors cannot shift the responsibility which belongs to them
by simply providing that teachers may or shall give instruction in this
branch in such manner, at such times, and of such character, as may seem
best to them,

They (boards of directors), through their secretaries, will be required to
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report what provisions they have made, and this report must be such as to
enable us to say that the law has been complied with. Whatever the board
may have provided must, therefore, be capable of a definite statement, and
of supplying, when properly stated, positive information.

* The county superintendent  *  * % in his report to the Superintend-
ent of Public Instruction,” etc.—T'he duty of reporting, in connection with his
annual report to the Superintendent of Public Instruction, the manner and
extent to which the law has been complied with in the institute and in the
schools under his charge, throughout his county, is made mandatory upon
the county superintendent, and with special emphasis.

This will require much careful and painstaking labor, but it must be done.
Where the report contains no reference to this subject it must necessarily
be returned.

For the present, due allowances must be made, and we shall try not to be
too exacting, but there should be, from one and all, at least an honest
endeavor to comply with the law.

** The secretaries of school boards in cities and towns —No definite or partic-
ular form of report will be required for the present. The report should
state clearly and fully just what action the board has taken, and to what
extent their provisions have been carried out in the schools of his district.

No limit to the time during which these reports will be received has been
fixed, but we shall soon be called upon to report the school population of
the several counties and districts, and we trust the reports will be sent in
as promptly as possible.

Let there be no delay in complying with the law. An early beginning will
insure much valuable instruction during the present year,

SEC. 3. The county superintendent shall not, after the first day of July,
1887, issue a certificate to any person who has not passed a satisfactory ex-
amination in physiology and hygiene, with especial reference to the effects
of aleoholic drinks, stimulants and narcotics upon the human system; and
1t shall be the duty of the county superintendent, as provided by section
1771, to revoke the certificate of any teacher reqnired by law to have a cer-
tificate of qualification from the county superintendent, if the said teacher
shall fail or neglect to comply with section one of this aet, and said teacher
shall be disqualified for teaching in any public school for one year after such
revocation, and shall not be permitted to teach without compliance.

The provisions of this seetion are plain, positive and mandatory. They
show to what extent the county superintendent is made responsible for the
faithful execution of this law. He must provide instruction in this, as in
other branches, and he must revoke or withhold the certificate in the case
of any teacher who tails or refuses tu teach as the law requires,

J. W. AKens,

Superintendent of Public Instruction,
NoveEMBER 20, 1856.
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This letter was reprinted by the county superintendents as a part
of a circular of information sent to all school officers in their several
counties. During the fall of 1886, a very large number of distriet
educational meetings were held by the county superintendents and
largely attended by the teachers and patrons o_f the localities in
which they were held. At these meetings the subject was al?o very
generally discussed, and much accomplished toward securing the
faithful observance of the law. : v

Special attention has been given to the instruction and training of
teachers, in the normal institutes, that they might be prepared for
the examination as by law required.

One of the principal difficulties experienced in carrying out the
provisions of this law has been the unwillingness of many parents
to purchase text-books for their children. To avoid trouble where any
considerable number of parents have shown an unwillingness to pro-
vide the necessary books, boards have simply directed their teachers
to teach the subject orally. :

While under some circumstances such teaching amounts to a com-
pliance with the law, in many cases it is simply an evasion. Where
hoards of directors have secured the preparation of a complete out-
line, covering the entire subject of physiology, and having special
reference to stimulants and narcotics, and containing information,
either by statement or reference, and where such outline has been
formally adopted, and the teachers officially notified that they are
required to teach the subject regularly, and where it is so taught
from such ontlines, it has been held that this iz a compliance with
the law. But where boards have simply requested their teachers to
teach the subject orally and have not provided for and regularly
adopted an outline or course of instruction, it is not a compliance
with, but an evasion of the law. Boards are required to “make all
necessary provisions,” and to see that the subject is regularly tanght.
Owing to the fact that sources of information on this special phase
of physiology are scarce, and that many of our teachers are young
and comparatively inexperienced, a text-book in the hands of both
teacher and pupils is a great advantage if not a necessity.

In some other States where this law has been enacted and is now
in snccessful operation, boards of directors are authorized to pur-
chase books at the expense of the district, and to give children the
free use of them while they remain the property of the district.
This is certainly a wise course and a great improvement over our
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law. Inthe great majority of cases the opposition of the parent
arises from his unwillingness to purchase books. Our law should be
so amended as to give to boards authority to provide the necessary
books for all but primary or beginning classes. With this provision
there is no room for doubt that the law would be generally and well
observed.

The law needs amending in other important respects. The county
superintendent is required to include in his report to the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction, the manner and extent to which the
requirements of the statute are complied with in the schools under
his charge. It is nowhere made the duty of distriot secretaries to
furnish the county superintendent with the information necessary to
make this report. The secretary should be required to forward to
the county superintendent an official transcript of the action of the
board, making the provisions required by law, and these transoripts
should be kept on file subject to the order of the Superintendent of
Pablic Instruction in case of complaints or charges from patrons
of the district, or what would serve a better purpose, they should be
upon suitable forms and transmitted as a part of the annual report to
the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

The law provides that the secretaries of cities and towns shall
report directly to the Superintendent of Public Instruction as to the
observance of the law in their respective town and city schools. This
is unwise, because cumbersome, impracticable. There is nor can be
no uniformity about such reports, and it is frequently impossible to
determine from such reports whether the law has been complied with
ornot. These secretaries should be required to make their reports
through the county superintendent. They can then be condensed
and their value as indicating what action has béen taken, very acou-
rately determined at a glance. Superintendents of all educational
institutions should also report to the superintendeuts of the counties
in which they are situated.

The language of the statute is not clear as to the application of
the penalty clause. Section 2 of the act referred to is as follows :

SEC. 2. It shall be the duty of all boards of directors of schools
and of boards of trustees, and of county superintendents in the case
of normal institutes, to see to the observance of this statute and make
provision therefor and it is especially enjoined on the county super-
intendent of each county that he ineclude in his report to the Super-

3
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intendent of Public Instruction the manner and extent to which the
requirements of section one of this act are complied with in the
schools and institutes under his charge, and the secretary of school
boards in cities and towns is especially charged with the duty of reporting
to the Superintendent of Public Instruction as to the observance of said
section one hereof, in their respective town and city schools, and only such
schoolsand educational institutions reporting compliance, as above required,
shall receive the proportion of school fundsor allowance of public money to
which they would be otherwise entitled.

The reference to the district schools seems to close with the words
“under his charge” in the eighth line, and that which follows seems
to relate to town and city schools. The words “and only such schools
and educational institutions reporting compliance,” do not clearly
apply to echools under charge of county superintendente, not in cities
and towns. The intention of the law is, no doubt, that where the
law in question is not carried out in any distriet, whether town, city,
or country district, the apportionment shall be forfeited, but this is
by no means clearly stated.

The law does not set forth as clearly as it should just how forfeit-
ure is to be worked. It nowhere provides that the Superintendent of
Public Instruction, to whom the reports from counties and districts
are to be sent, shall report to the Auditor of State a failure on the
part of any distriet to comply with the law, nor does it authorize the
Auditor to take cognizance of such report and withhold the semi-
annual apportionment should such report be made. If the Auditor
should withhold any portion of the apportionment, he must deduct
the portion going to a particular district from the entire amount going
to a county.

Should this be done, the,law should provide that the Auditor of
State should officially notify the auditor of the county that the ap-
portionment of a certain district has been withheld for a failure to
comply with the law, and should require the county auditor upon
such notification to withhold the same from the district so failing.

STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS,

The State Board of Examiners was established in 1882 by act of
the Nineteenth General Assembly. Since its organization it has held
fourteen (14) examinations in all. Sixty-nine State certificates and
thirty-eight State diplomas have been granted.

The following is a statement of the date and place of holding
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these examinations, with a list of the

tificates and diplomas have been granti::dl.m"l 3 e b
Below will also be found a statement of

have been covered into the tresury

Following this is a statement of all

Board of Examiners.

all fees received whioh
of the State as the law direots,
warrants issued on behalf of the
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SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

STATE CERTIFICATES—CONTINUED.

TO WHOM ISSUED.

DATE OF
CERTIFICATE.

Couneil Bluffs..
Couneil Bluffs

Fort Dodge. ...|Frank L. Paine.. July 23, 1885,
Fort Dodge. B, A, Kukpatrick July 23, 1885.
Creston. . oo WHHe B HIne. ... vihvareasses July 23, 1885.
Creston voe|BUSID B BIVOTB. . vos suvarnssnsns July 23, 1885,
Creston. .../Gertrude Wheeler.............. July 23, 1885.

Des Moines.......... S ALl S RO June 29, 1886.

Des Moines. ......... H. Qlordah, JT & coceruvannsaonss June 29, 1886,

Des Moines. ......... LAVIDIA WAIT . cvvvmrrreenensns June 29, 1886.

Des Moines. ......... Daniel MORKOUN® -, st i June 29, 1856.

Des Moines.......... L. B.Craighead.....csevsnesses December 31, 1886.
Des Moines.......... T 3 HBD00CK: oo idaeas e vice December 31 1886,
Des Moines.......... J. A. Hornberger.......caeevvs . December 31, 1886.
Des Moines.......... NS, e 0 5 R TR R December 81, 1886.
Des Moines. ......... TgAbEtH LY ON . o s s wmarenrassn December 31, 1886,
Des Moines.......... C. W. EIDBAIR s sarior awrsnin December 51, 1886,
Des Moines. ......... i & 00 T FY i o s December 31, 1856,
Des Moines.......... L R BHAON v v arn i s nahies December 31, 1886.
Des Moines..... .... Wi X SIDEOTL. oo cvavasasinaninis December 31, 1886,
Des Moines. ......... H. A. Simons..... R R Ay O o December 31, 1886.
Des Moines. ......... £ BRehEnR o i i s December 31, 1886.
Des Moines. .... oo oo HOTRCO T, Bushnell .........«:4 December 31, 1856.
Cedar Falls Maria E. Ridley.....cocenseenes June 13, 1887.
Cedar Falls, SBusle B Mack. ... comoncveresvns June 13, 1887.
Qedar Falls R R R June 13, 1887,
Cedar Falls Jerome J. McMahon . . [June 13, 1887.
Cedar Falls Minnie V. Wynkoop.. ..[June 13, 1887.
Cedar Falls Jennie M, Hogg ... . ..[June 18, 1887.
Cedar Falls. .. ... Nellie Hearst....... .[June 13, 1887.
Cedar Falls... .../Thomas H. Lytle..... ..|June 13, 1887.
Cedar Falls. . ...|Elmer K. Harrison . ..|June 18, 1887.
Cedar Falls ...|Bridgie Cunmngham ..|June 13, 1887.
Cedar Falls ... Laura M. Monlux...... ..|June 13 1887.
Cedar Falls co.James Alderson. ........cceiun June 13, 1887.
Cedar Falls vos|W. O, Cumming8....cacvneivens June 18, 1887.
Cedar Falls...... ...|William T. DicK.......c..oucua. June 18, 1887,
Qedar Falls..... Livingston Morris. ......c.vvue. June 18, 1887.
Cedar Falls.......... George 8. DicK.....coouvvvunnns June 13, 1857.
Cedar Falls.......... rge H. McManus.... ....... June 18, 1887.
Cedar Falls.......... Harhh PEtars: . .o s chcnrsivnins June 13, 1887.

.|Rachel Bunnell..
..|Anna Q. Tample
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STATE CERTIFICATES.
INATION DATE OF

lx;:m AT, 70 WHOM. TSURD. CERTIFICATE.
Cedar Falls.......... Wo D, Bonhial o cxuvibinnies December 27, 1882,
Cedar Falls. .. ....... Edgar F. Bedell .v............. December 27, 1852.
Cedar Falls........ '..|Ernest R. Nichols .... ...|December 27, 1882.
Burlington .......... M. 3. Pusey s viia .|March 80, 1883.
Burlington .......... A. B. Carroll ..... . .|March 30, 1883,
Burlington .. ....... Oscar McKim .... .\March 30, 1883,
Burlington ......... Nicholas Messer March 80, 1883,
Des Moines. ........ .\Josiah Kline.. .|October 16, 1884,
Couneil Bluffs....... J. M. Rooker..... .|July 28, 1885.

.{July 23, 1885.
... |July 23, 1885

Luella "
Alvin B, Nobla. ie
Anson'.l‘ Hukill ..

John A, Vand ke
iéizzie F. Wright

..................

----------------------

...................

...............

June 13, 1887,
June ls 1887,
June 16 1887,
June 1& 1857,
June 15 1887.

..|June 16 1887,

June 15 1887,
June 15 1887.

..|June ]5 1887,
June 15, 1887,
June 15, 1887,
June 15. 1887,
June 17, 1887,
June 17 1887,
June 17 1887,
June 17 1887.
June 1? 1887,
June 17 1887,

June l? 1887,
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STATE DIPLOMAS.
EXAMINATION
ey TO WHOM ISSUED. DATE OF DIPLOMA,
Des Moines.......... H. H. BeOrIey ..... <convassevs January 2, 1858,
Des Moines.......... Loy Curtsy.. .. iai snimanoes January 2, 1856,
Des Moines.......... S T R Sk January 2, 1886,
Des Moines. January 2, 1886,
Des Moines.... January 2, 1886,
Des Moines.... January 2, 1886,
Des Moines ... January 2, 1886,
Des Moines. .. January 2, 1886,
Des Moines. ... o January 2, 1886,
Des Moines. ......... January 2, 1886.
Des Moines.......... D. W. Le January 2, 1886,
Des Moines..... .... .|January 2, 1886.
es Moines. ......... W.F.C January 2, 1886,

BROTION. oo AT e January 2, 1886,
Des Moines. ......... C erton. . .. «.|January 2, 1856,
Des Moines.. ....... Allen Armstrong............... January 2, 1886,
Des Moines.......... e B0 XOUBR: . iod s st aanniannms January 2, 1856,
Des Moines.......... Addie B. Billington ............ January 2, 1886.
Des Moines.......... H. L. J. McClellan ............. January 2, 1886,
Des Moines. ......... R.G. Young ..... ..|January 2., 1886,
Des Moines....... s e B DO e v s bt e January 2, 1886
Des Moines. ......... L. W. Paegsh ................... January 2, 1886
Des Moines......... ]G80 H. INIONOIB. . . .voncesin anvas January 2, 1886,
Des Moines.......... by A HG AT T SN TRt January 2, 1886,
Des Moines.......... Dan MUNeY ... cvueivasasnsisnes April 1, 1886.

Moiues.......... B B L OWBBLOY .o o.vv s ssaesinsiies June 29, 1886.
Des Moines. ......... I e e e i s December 31, 1886,
Des Moines. ..... ... H. C. Hollingsworth ........... December 81, 18886,
Des Moines.......... B M. Mowall ......iviiaieeren December 31, 1886,
Des Moines.......... John McLeod ................. December 31, 1886,

Moines.......... U I T T e R December 31, 18886,
Des Moines.. ....... NV December 31, 1886,
1es Moines. . ...|Carl W.von Coelln ... ........ December 31, 1886.
Des Moines. . ..|Eliz. K. Mathews ..........c... December 31, 1856.
Des Moines. , ..|J. J. MeConnell ....|December 31, 1886.
Des Moines. , X POpp® .ociiciaes s ..|December 31, 1886,
Des Moines 0. 0800kt - oo e ....|December 31, 1856.
Des Moines. . BB Blrabton. ... i o December 31, 18886.
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R NUMBER OF | CRRTIFIOATES
. APPLICANTS. GRANTED, '3
PLACE OF HOLDING EXAM- =
INATIONS, g g g
4 i 4 e
g g 3 i | § g
Ctar T = o B = B [

N TN oicasis s paie December 24| 1882 5 1 50
Des Molues, <. |March 1883 3 1 W ”’5:
Burlington. . h 1883 5 1 18.00
Davenport t 15| 1883 #l vaennse 6.00
Des Moines..., ber 16| 1884 : | pERIPITES 3.00
Counell Bluffs, 23| 1885 2 a 12.00

..... 23| 1885 8 1 9.00
M ieonsees 23| 1885 | 2 2 0.00
Des Moines... June 29| 1888 8 1 1 12.00
Des MoInes...oceenvens December 31| 1888 1 2 2 86,00
dar Falls.......... une 13| 1887 11 8 8 57.00
TIowa CIty..veeneiane June 15| 1887 7 4 4 33.00
B VOON . Lo iiainiandinas June 17| 1887 b 4| 4 24.00
IO oo e viimirel s mend el Inat ool 28] 46| 2ls 23550
BTATE DIPLOMAS.
NUMBER OF | CERTIFICATES
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PLAOE OF HOLDING EXAM- Z
INATIONS. i g 'E
| 8 g
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Des Molnes.................... December 31| 1885 ] 8 7] 8 126,08
Des Moines.........veesdeenn.. [June 20| 1886 | 1. 5.00
Des Molnes....................|December 31| 1888 11 1 11 1 00,09
L R A BN T 4 M T
Total brought doOWn..eveuseeee]ivseeee covens| sons 80 B R f‘ 2:3?.
Grand total.............. 7| T R .18 42580
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STATEMENT
Of the expenses of the State Board of Examiners from dale of its organization.

WARRANTS ISSUED AND TO WHOM. AMOUNT.
J. C. Gilehrist
A
J.
E.
J.
JE.l
Jo! Le
8B W
T T T RS e AR R 13.00
E R. ElAridge .....icceaiivasscassessssnsisnensssss scnvsensanns 42.14
O S it v g s eak v b ks R, $ 73273
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-

" It has been the aim of the Board of Examiners to make the exam-
inations reasonably thorough, and to issue certificates and diplomas
to those only, who by experience, character and scholarship have
shown themselves worthy to hold them. The law is growing in favor
with teachers and superintendents throughout the State, and a large
number have been making special preparation for the examinations
which will oceur during the coming year. This can not fail to have
an excellent influence upon the scholarship of our teachers, and has
done much already, and will do more to create a professional spirit.
The results of the law have been all that its friends anticipated, and
there is no doubt that it will grow in favor and continue to be popu-
lar as it deserves to be.

NOBMAL INSTITUTES.

There were in attendance upon the normal institutes of 1884 four-
teen thousand seven hundred and ninety-four teachers. The number
for 1885 is sixteen thousand seven hundred and twenty-two. For
1886 there were in attendance eighteen thousand and twenty-six.

From the year 1881 the increase has been constant and very rapid.
The difficulty now experienced in most counties is how to provide ac-
commodations for the large numbers that attend. This is a problem
the solution of which cannot long be delayed. Where rooms are
over crowded and the institute becomes cumbersome and unwieldly,
the instruction must partake largely of the lecture plan to very large
classes, and individual work and personal instruction becomes an im-
poseibility. This greatly detracts from the good which might be
realized under more favorable circumstances. Our system of reports
does not enable us to determine what it would be interesting to know
viz.: whether the number of experienced and aetual teachers in at-
tendance upon these institutes is increasing from year to year in pro-
portion to the entire increase.

It must be presumed that thisis not the case, although the institute
is growing in favor with experienced teachers, and we think the num-
ber of such teachers attending is gradually increasing. Butthe large
proportion of the increase is undoubtedly due to the presence of a
younger class of persons who are in preparation for the work, These
are largely young people from the country districts who come directly
from the common schools, and who have never had opportunity to
attend secondary schools.

4
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As a rule they are deficient in scholarship, and stand in need of im-
mediate and thorough academic instruction. The first great work in
connection with these young people is to inform them as to what they
are to teach, and while the normal institute should be primarily a
school of methods for the benefit of those who are in charge of the
schools to day, it must of necessity slight didactic training in the
interests of those who are to have charge of the schools in years to
come. If the mormal institute could successfully meet the demand
that it shall take the place of a high school, academy or college, the
gituation would be more hopeful, but this it cannot do. The term is
too short, and the number to be tanght too large. Scholarship must
be supplied in the main by other schools, and the normal institute
may then give proper attention to methods of instruction and organ-
ization, and thus help those who are prepared to profit by such 1n-
struction and at a time when they most need it. Many of our coun-
ties are without good high schools, and owing to the further fact that
many of our young teachers are too poor to attend colleges and acad-
emies at a distance from their homes, their main, and indeed their
only dependence has been the common school and the normal institute.

The law provides that any county may establish a

COUNTY HIGH SBCHOOL

but so far we have but one such school in the State. This school is
located at Panora, in Guthrie county, and is now in successful opera-
tion. If we had, as we should have, a large number of these county
sohools, they would go far to furnish the advantages so much needed
by young people preparing to teach. But it appears that there is
nothing to be looked for in this direction,

The State is now appropriating fifty dollars for the normal insti-
tute of each county, making #4,950 in all for the institutes of the
State. The great importance and value of normal instruction would
justify, and indeed demands the appropriation of a much larger sum.
A solution of the difficulties now surrounding the normal institute,
cannot be hoped for from State normal schools. We have one such
school located at Cedar Falls in Black Hawk county. This school
has always been successful and the attendance good. We should
have more such schools, but judging from past failures to secure favor-
able legislation, there is no reasonable expectation that the number
will be increased.
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How can we relieve our over-crowded and over-burdened institutes
and yet provide for the academic instruction of that large and grow-
ing class of young people who desire to prepare for teaching? Some
suggestions are here submitted which are believed worthy of careful
consideration.

A county normal school should be held annnally in each county,
and should continue for a term of twelve weeks or more. It should
be in charge of the county superintendent, who should be required
to occupy the position of principal teacher, with power to employ
one assistant. The board of supervisors should be required to pro-
vide a suitable place for holding this school, and to supply all neces-
sary furniture, fuel, apparatus, ete.

The State should appropriate fifty dollars for one such school in
each county, and a fee of from $2.00 to $3.00 might be charged
which would supply funds to meet all expenses of the school. The
law should further provide that the course of study for this normal
school shall be prepared by the Superintendent of Public Instruction.

The course of study should extend over two years, or twenty four
weeks. All persons with less than one year’s experience in teaching
should be required to complete this course before being admitted to
the normal institute, or permitted to teach.

The great benefit to be derived from such a law would result not
only from the better scholarship of applicants but from their in-
creased age, and more mature judgement. The normal institute
would be smaller—fewer instructors would be needed —and better
work could and would be done.

SUBDIRECTORS.

I have repeatedly recommended a change in the law fixing the
term of office for subdirecters at three years instead of one year as
now provided. The reasons for such a change are numerous. In in-
dependent districts it would be regarded as unfortunate should an
entire school board be changed at any one time, or if even a majority of
new and inexperienced men should be called at any given time to the
management of the affairs of the district. The possibility of such an
occurrence is equally unfortunate in country districts, Under our
present law this frequently occurs, but in independent districts sueh
a thing cannot occur by reason of the expiration of the term of
office. At least two thirds of the town, city and rural independent
district boards are o]d and experienced members, A director should .
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know his distriet thoroughly, and to this end a longer term is neces-
sary. A three years term would give stability and permanence to all
the affairs of the district. It would result in lengthening the
term of office of the teacher. It would render mistakes and illegal
actions and orders much less frequent. It would simplify the law,
But one section of the law is necessary to specify the term of office
of a school director, whereas it now depends upon several sections
and repeated references. .

The law makes it the duty of the boards of directors of independent
districts to employ and contract with teachers for all the schools of
their district, while subdirectors are authorized to employ and con-
tract with teachers for their respective subdistricts. This is a source
of trouble and disturbances that might and should be avoided.
Experience has demonstrated that to place the selection and employ-
ment of the teacher in the hands of one man is a mistake that should
be corrected. The selection and employment of teachers should be
done by the distriet township board. In the majority of cases the
board would no doubt defer to the judgment and the wish of the
subdirector, but where many of the people of the subdistrict were
opposed to the employment of the teacher sought to be employed by
the subdirector, they would have a remedy in a remonstrance to the
board of directors. It frequently occurs that a teacher who is in a
general way competent and successful, and who has taught the school
in the district in question for a number of terms, should not be re-
employed. Trouble arising from discipline or some unfortunate
occurrence results in prejudice and ill will, which cannot be over-
come, and while no one in particular may be to blame, it is often
better that the teacher should be changed than that the success of
the school should be interfered with. But subdirectors frequently
become unduly partisan in these disturbances and rather than yield
to the demands of an opposite faction will retain the teacher
whether the children are sent to school or not. Under such circum-
stances, even though objectors are in the minority, the matter should
be reviewed and passed npon by the board. This would also afford
& remedy against the employment of persons who, on any account,
are objectionable, in that an appeal would lie from the action of the
board employing them. As the law now is there is no remedy, ex-
cept where the board of directors have restricted the subdirector.
Where a contract is made with a teacher the president may be com-
pelled to approve the contract.
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We have been receiving of late years more than the usual number
of letters of inquiry as to the

RIGHTS AND LIABILITIESE OF TEACHERS,

For the information of teachers and school officers, we subjoin the
substance of an excellent article which has recently appeared in the
Central Law Journal, bearing directly upon this subject:

1. “The earlier authorities, as well as some of the modern ones,
seem to place the anthority of the teacher over the pupil, while it
exists, upon the same footing as that of the parent over his child.
But this seems to be too broad, and even as far back as Blackstone
we are tanght: ‘That the teacher has such portion of the power of
the parent committed to his charge, viz.: that of restraint and cor-
rection, as may be necessary to answer the purpose for which he was
employed.” But ‘this power must be temperately exercised, and no
school master should feel himself at liberty to administer chastise-
ment co-extensively with the parent, howsoever the infant might have
appeared to have deserved it.” In the case of ZLander vs. Seavers
the court says: ‘The parent, unquestionably, is answerable only for
malice or wicked motives, or an evil heart, in punishing his child.
This great and, to some extent, irresponsible power of control and
correction, is invested in the parent by nature and necessity. It
springs from the relation of parent and child. It is felt rather as a
duty, than as a power. This parental power is little liable to be
abused, for it is continually restrained by natural affection, the ten-
derness which a parent feels for his offspring, an affeotion ever on
the alert, and acting rather by instinet than by reasoning. The
school master has no such natural restraint. Hence he may not be
trusted with all a parent’s authority, for he does not act from the in-
stinet of parental affection. He should be guided and restrained by
judgment and wise discretion, and hence is responsible for their rea-
sonable exercige.”

In Morrow vs. Wood,? it was claimed that the teacher had the right
to prescribe the studies which the pupil should pursue, even as
against the express directions of the parent. This, however, was de-
nied by the court, in the following language: “ We do not think she
had such right or authority, and we can see no necessity for clothing

432 Vt., 114,
58. C. Iowa, 1874; 13 Am. L. Reg., 602.
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the teacher with such rights and arbitrary power. We do not really
understand that there is any recognized principle of law, nor do we
think there is any rule of morals, or of social usage which gives to
the teacher an absolute right to prescribe and dictate what studies a
child shall pureue, regardless of the wishes of the parent, and, as in-
cident to this, gives the right to enforce obedience even as against
the orders of the parent. From what source does the teacher derive
this authority? From what maxim or rule of the law of the land?
Ordinarily it will be conceded the law gives the parent the exclusive
right to govern and control the conduct of his minor children, and he
has the right to enforce obedience to his commands by moderate and
reasonable chastisement. And, furthermore, it is one of the earliest
and most sacred duties taught a child to honor and obey its parents,
Now, we can see no reason whatever for denying to the father the
right to direct what studies included in the prescribed course hig
child shall take.”

While the holding above cited is probably correct, it should be
stated that where the studies to be pursued by the pupil may be sub-
jeot to the election of the parent, the school authorities are not left
withont a remedy, as they certainly should not be. Boards of
directors are authorized to make rules and regulations for the govern-
ment of their schools, and the courts have held that this includes
power to make a course of study; or, in other words, to determine
what studies pupils shall take, and the order in which they shall be
taken, g0 a8 to entitle pupils to be advanced from grade to grade,
Now, while the board may not have power to compel pupils to take
the studies as laid down in the course, they have power to refuse ad-
mission to a higher grade until the presecribed studies of the grades
below have been taken, and to refuse promotion and graduation to
those who have not conformed to the course.

2. Power to inflict corporal punishment.—* The authorities all con-
cede the power of the teacher, under proper circumstances to inflict a
reasonable corporal punishment.”

(@) In the case of Quinn v. Nolan®, Judge Harmon, in his charge
to the jury, makes use of the following language: * From the time
of Solomon to the present, parents have had the right, in a proper
manner and to a proper degree, of inflicting corporal punishment on
their children, and when a parent sends his child to a publio school

%4 Qin. L. Bul,, 81,
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the teacher has the same right while the child is under his or her con.
trol.”

It is not disputed that by the express rules of the school in ques-
tion, to which rales the father assented when he sent his child there,
corporal punishment was permitted in proper cases and in a proper
manner.

The question, therefore, in this case, is not whether the defendant
inflicted corporal punishment on the child, for that is admitted; but
whether, considering the offense of the child, if any, his age, condi-
tion, and all the circumstances, the defendant inflicted extreme and
unnecessary punishment, because while the teacher has a right to
punish, it is the right to punish only in a proper degree. If the
teacher goes beyond that, the act becomes unlawful, and she is
responsible for the consequence.

In determining this question, the jury should consider the offense,
the size and apparent condition of the child, the character of the in-
strument of punishment used, and the testimony as to the manner in
which, and the extent to which, the punishment was inflicted.

The State v. Pendergrass is an early and leading case upon
this subject, and is very plain and full as to the extent of this power.
Here it is said: “The welfare of the child is the main purpose for
which pain is permitted to be inflicted. Any punishment, therefore,
which may seriously endanger life, limbs or health, or shall disfigure
the child, or cause any permanent injury, may be pronounced in it-
self immoderate, as not only being unneccessary for, but inconsistent
with, the purpose for which it is authorized. But any correction,
however severe, which produces temporary pain only, and no perma-
nent ill, cannot be so pronounced, since it may have been Necessary
for the reformation of the child and does not injuriously affect his
future welfare. When the correction administered is not in itself
immoderate, and not therefore beyond the authority of the teacher,
its legality or illegality must depend entirely on the guo animo with
which it was administered. Within the spkere of his authority the
master is the judge when correction is required, and of the degree
of correction necessary; and, like all others imparted with a discre-
tion, he cannot be made penally responsible for error of judgment,
but only for wickedness of purpose.”

In inflicting such punishment, the teacher must exercise sound dis-

7 2 Dev. and Bat., 365.
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eretion and judgment, and must adapt it not only to the offense, but
the offender. Horace Mann, a high aunthority in the matter of
schools, says of corporal punishment: “ It should be reserved for
the baser faults. It is a coarse remedy, and should be employed
upon coarse sins of our animal nature, and when employed at all it
should be administered in strong doses.” Of course, the teacher, in
inflicting such, must not exceed the bounds of moderation. No pre-
cise rule can be laid down asto what shall be considered excessive
or unreasonable punishment. Each case must depend upon its own
circumstances. The teacher must exercise reasonable judgment and
discretion, and be governed as to the mode and severity of the pun-
ishment by the nature of the offense, and the age, size and apparent
powers of endurance of the pupil.

(».) And he should also take into consideration the mental and
moral qualities of the pupil, and, as indicative of these, his general
behavior in school and his attitude toward his teacher become proper
subjects of consideration. And in making the chastisement, the
teacher may take into consideration not merely the immediate offense
which had called for the punishment, but the past offenses that
aggravated the present one and showed the pupil to have been habit-
ually refractory and disobedient. Nor is it necessary that the teacher
should, at the time of inflicting the punishment, remind the pupil of
his past acoumulating offenses. The pupil knew them well enough
without having them brought freshly to his notiop® ¥ * ®i e

(d.) And whether, under the facts, the punishment was excessive
must be left to the jury to decide.

In the State v. Mizner it was said, that “any punishment with a
rod which leaves marks or welts on the person of the pupil for two
months afterward, or much less time, is immoderate and exocessive,
and the court would have been justified in so instructing the jury.™

The pupil must also understand and know, or have the means of
knowing for what offense he is being punisheds * * * * & .
- In an English case, where, on the boy's return to school, his mas-
ter wrote to the boy’s parent, proposing to beat him severely, in order
to subdue his alleged obstinacy, and on receiving the father’s permis-

gion, beat the boy for two hours and a half, secretly and in the night.

10 Sheehan v. Sturges, 22 Hep., 455.
1 50 lowa, 145,
16 50 Towa, 145,
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and with a thick stick until he died, it was held that he was guilty of
manslanghter, and not murder, no malice being proven.” * * * »

The teacher has the right to punish the pupil within the bound of
law, even though he has instruction from the father that the child
must not be whipped.® He is the absolute judge of the kind of pun-
ishment to be inflicted, with the limitation that it shall be reasonable
and usnal, and not destructive of the relation, or subversive of the
contract under which the relation exists. It may be by whipping or
he may impose & reasonable restraint upon the person of the pupil
which will prevent disorder in his school.

8. Jurisdiction.—It is conceded that the right to punish extends
to school hours, and that there seems to be no reasonable doubt that
the supervision and control of the master over the pupil extends
from the time he leaves home to attend school till he returns home
from school.

(a) In the case of Lander v. Seaver,” it was held that, although a
school-master has in general no right to punish a pupil for miscon-
duct committed after dismissal of the school for the day and the re-
turn of the pupil to his home, yet he may, on the return of the pupil
to school, punish him for any misbehaviour, though committed out
of school, which has a direct and immediate tendency to injure the
school or subvert the master’s authority.

In the recent case of Derking v. Goss,» it was decided that the
teacher has the right to make a rule and to enforce it by whipping,
prohibiting the boys from swearing, quarreling or fighting on their
way home from school before the parental authority over them has
been resumed.

(4) Bat it has been held that the teacher had no right to compel
the pupil to study certain branches when the pupil was excused there-
from by his parent, and that if the teacher attempted to foree the
pupil so to do and the pupil refused and the teacher inflicted corporal
punishment upon such pupil for such refusal, that the teacher would
be guilty of assault and battery.”

4. Power of Expulsion.—The teacher has not, it seems, a discre-
tionary power of expulsion, but only for a reasonable canse.”™

T R. V. Hopley,2F. & F,, 202,
i State v. Maux. Straus, 3 Tenn. Law Rep., 10,
w3VL, 114,
* Cent. L. J., 418,
% Morrow v. Wood, 13 Am. Law Reg. (N. 8.), 603,
= Fitzgerald v. Northeote, 4 F. & F., 685,
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The power of expulsion is usually placed in the hands of the school
directors or other committee in charge of the school, and the teacher
generally has power only to suspend the pupil until the matter can
be brought to the attention of such superior body.

For & wrongful expulsion the teacher would be liable in damages,
not only to the child, but in Roe v. Deming it was held that the
father of a child entitled to the benefits of the gchool of the subdis-
trict of his residence may maintain an action against the teacher or
the local directors of the subdistrict for damages for wrongfully ex-
pelling the child from school.® _

This question was very thoroughly discussed in State v. Burton®

in which it was said that “the teacher is responsible for the disei-
pline of his school, and for the progress, conduct and deportment of
his pupils. It is his imperative duty to maintain good order and re-
quire of his pupils a faithful performance of their duties. If he fails
to do so he is unfit for his position. To enable him to discharge
these duties effectually he must necessarily have the power to enforce
prompt obedience to his commands. For this reason the law gives
him the power, in proper cases, to inflict corporal punishment upon
refractory pupils. But there are cases of misconduct for which such
punishment is an inadequate remedy. If the offender is incorrigible,
suspension or expulsion is the only adequate remedy. In general, no
doubt, the teacher should report a case of that kind to the proper
board for its action in the first instance, if no delay will necessarily
result from that course prejudicial to the best interests of the school.
But the conduct of a recusant pupil may be such that his presence
for a day or an hour may be disastrous to the discipline of the school
and even to the morals of other pupils. In such a case it seems ab-
solutely essential to the welfare of the school that the teacher should
have the power to suspend the offender at once from the privilege of
the school; unless he has been deprived of the power by the affirma-
tive action of the board.

5. Liability for Failure to Instruct.—Whether an action will lie
against a teacher for a failure to instruct the pupil that lawfully
comes to him for instruction, or whether the remedy is confined to
an appeal to the governing board, Judge Cooley says, in his work on
Torts, is left in doubt by the authorities, though he expresses the
opinion that such refusal is actionable. And in Spear v. Cum-

*5 Ohio St., 866,
2% Am, Law Reg., 233; 8. 0., Wis., 1879.
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mings® it was held that the teacher of a town school was not liable
to an aciion by the parent for refusing to instruct his children. If
an action can be maintained in suo i i
s W T e h a case, it should be in the name
What are Reasonable Rules.—A rule providing that pupils may be
suspended from school in case they shall be absent or tardy exoept
for sickness or other unavoidable cause, a certain number of times I:n
a reasonable and proper rule for the government of the school®. ,
Also 10 exclude a child whom it is deemed is of a licentions char-
acter and immoral, although such character is not manifested by an
acts of licentiousness or immorality within the school®. Likewinz
for acts of neglect, carelessness of posture in his seat and recitation
tricks of playfulness and inattention to study, and the regulations of.
the school in minor matters™. A requirement by the teacher of a
dist:ri'ct that the pupils in grammar schools, shall write English com-
positions, is a reasonable one, and if such pupil, in the absence of a
request from his parent, refuse to comply with such rule, he may be
expelled from the school on that acccount™, But a rule ti;at required
that no pupil should attend a social party is not reasonable, and an
expulsion for such violation of such rule would be illegal®. i
A regulation, that each scholar, when returning to school after re-
cess, shall bring into the school-room a stick of wood for the fire, is
not needful for the government of the school and a scholar eannot be
suspended for a refusal to comply with such a rule™.”

TEXT BOOKS,

In my report for 1884, I discussed this subject at considerable
length. The recommendation in favor of a law permitting the eleot-
ors (ff any school district, at any regular or annual election, to au-
thorize the board of directors to purchase textbooks tha’uso of
which should be free to the children of the distriot, a:':d to vote a
special tax for that purpose, was well received throughout the State
A Bill embodying the above recommendations entered in the Houn;

%523 Plck. 224,

#3tephenson v, Hali, 14 Barb, 222,
2731 Towa, 562.

288 Cush. 160.

105 Mass, 475,

053 V. 224,

58 Mo, 288,

31 Am. Law Reg. 601; B. 0. Wis. 1885,
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of Representatives of the Twenty-first General Anaembly,.fsiled to be-
come a law, although very generally endorsed. I have, m.nce my last
report, given this subject careful study. 1 am fully convmced.of the
wisdom of the proposed law. I beg to renew the recom!flendanons of
two years ago, and sincerely trust that this reasonable, ]lflt and pru-
dent change in our laws may be made by the approaching General

Assembly.
ARBOR DAY.

Chapter 23, Laws of 1882, makes it the duty of boards o-f direct-
ors to plant shade trees upon school house sites, and authorizes pay-
ment from the contingent fund. In obedience to this la..w, thousands
of young trees have been planted; but this necessary improvement
has so far been neglected in many districts. For the purpose of.en-
couraging tree planting, and investing the exercise 1;nth all poumlfla
interest, I issued a circular letter, under date of April 4, 1887, desig-
nating the 4th day of May as a day to be generally observed, by all
the schools of Iowa, as Arsor Day. The day was very generally
observed, and many interesting and delightful exercises were h.eid.
Owing to the early opening of the season, May 4th proved a Iltt‘le
late for many varieties of trees, but it is believed that May 4th will
be early enough for the average season. The hard wood trees should
be selected, and the planting “of such trees may safely be deferred

to May 4th,

The following is the circular letter referred to:

FORESTRY CIRCULAR.

To SUPERINTENDENTS AND SCHOOL OFFICERS:

Your attention is hereby called to chapter 23, laws of 1882, which reads as
follows:

SectioN 1. The board of directors of each district township and inde-
pendent district, shall cause to be set out and properly protected, twelve or
more shade trees on each school-house site belonging to the district, where
such number of trees are not now growing, and such expense shall be paid
from the contingent fund.

Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the county superintendent, in visiting
the several schools in his county, to call the attention of any board of di-
rectors neglecting to comply with the requirements of this statute, and the
required number of shade trees shall be planted as soon thereafter as the
season will admit.

1887.] SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, 87

Sec. 3. That section 1745 of the Code be amended by adding an addi-
tional item at the end of said section, as follows: 12. The number of trees
set out and in thrifty condition on each school-house grounds.

The entire absence of shade trees on many of our school house sites dem-
onstrates the wisdom of this law. Its provisions should be faithfully ob-
served.

Many districts have planted trees, which, in a few years, will add greatly
to the beauty and atiractiveness of their grounds; but owing to the fact
that so many of our houses are in prairie districts, and entirely destitute of
trees, and the further fact that in many instances no attempt has been made
to comply with the law, it has seemed necessary to provide some expedient
by which a more general fulfillment may be secured.

In furtherance of this aim, and to enhance the interest of the ocecasion by
enlisting the united effort of school officers, teachers and pupils, as well as to
strengthen the significance of the work, by uniformity of action, I hereby
designate and appoint

WEDNESDAY, MAY 4TH,
as a day to be generally observed, by all the schools of lowa, as
ARBOR DAY,

and suggest that such hours as may be deemed most convenient be set apart
for the planting of T'rErs, together with the rendering of a short program
of literary exercises and song, calculated to impress the minds and hearls of
the children with feelings of love and veneration for the trees themselves,
and doubly endear them by association with the history of some of the good
and great ones of the land.

This may be snitably accomplished by naming the trees, and investing
them, singly or in groups, with thoughts of the personalities of which they
are to be the living emblems.

For instance: History would find fit representation in a * Presidents’
Group; " loyalty and patriotism would be kept in mind by a * Statesmen's
Group,” a * Soldier's Group:" then appropriately might be placed an
* Authors’ Group,” a ** Pioneers’ Group,"” ete., not to forget the * Chil-
dren’s Friends,” where many names well-known in the literature of the
land would be numbered.

J. W. Akgus,
Superintendent Public Ins an.
Des MoiNes, April 4, 1887,

ARBOR DAY—HISTORY AND OBSERVANCE,

The honor of originating Arbor Day belongs to ex Governor J. 8. Morton.
The first observance of the day was in Nebraska, in accordance with proc-
lamation by the Governor. The next year it was established by statutory
enactment. Kansas soon followed the example of her sister State,

In 1876 Arbor Day was first observed in Minnesota. Michigan, Ohio, Col-
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orado, Wisconsin, West Virginia, Indiana, Vermont, New Hampshire, Mag-
sachusetts, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Georgia have fallen into the
observance of Arbor Day, and Connecticut has an Arbor Day set apart by
act of legislature.

HORACE MANN: BIOGRAFPHICAL SKETCH.

Horace Mann was born in Franklin, Massachusetts, May 4, 1796. His
father was a farmer of limited circumstances, and Horace was obliged to
procure an education by his own exertions. In early boyhood he earned his
school-books by braiding straw for hats. Through continued habits of in-
dustry and perseverance he was able to graduate from Brown University,
and afterward studied law and commenced its practice at Dedham.

In this profession he adopted the principle never to take the unjust side
of any cause. His determined honesty of purpose won him the confidence
and respect of juries and courts.

In 1827 Mr. Mann was elected to the Massachusetts legislature, where he
was distinruished for the zeal with which he devoted himself to the inter-
ests of education and temperance. He subsequently served with honor in
the Senate of Massachusetts. In 1837, he entered upon the duties of Secre-
tary of the Massachusetts Board of Education, a position he maintained
for eleven successive years.

By his lectures and writings he awakened an interest in the cause of edu-
cation that had never been felt before. Through his influence important
changes were made in the school laws of Massachusetts, and a thorough
reform wrought in the educational system of the State. This complete or-
ganization—as shown in the published reports—furnished an example for
the perfection of plans in the formation of the school system of other
States.

In 1848, Horace Mann was elected to Congress, and his stirring speeches
formed forcible argument against the extension of slavery.

As President of Antioch College, at Yellow Springs, Ohio, from 1852 until
his death, which occurred August 2, 1859, this great scholar and heroic phi-
lanthropist labored with unsparing zeal to promote the highest growth of
the cause of education. .

No more fitting close could be made to this brief sketch of America’s
greatest educator than the parting words found in the last address to his
students: ** Be ashamed to die until you have won some victory for hu-
manity.”

It is a noteworthy fact that when [owa pioneers were framing the struc-
ture upon which our boasted free school system rests, they selected Horace
Mann as a member of Lhe committee of three from whom they should take
counsel and advice. Thus he may—in a certain sense—be considered as one
of the founders of our [owa school system; and as a tribute to his memory
and the worth of his deeds, we take pleasure in the recognition of this day
—May 4th, the honored anniversary of his birth—as Arbor Day for 1887, and
likewise hope that a tree may grow and flourish in every school ground in
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perpetuation of the gratitude of a people who have been so generously bene-
fited by the seed sown broadcast over the primitive soil.

FAMOUS TREES.

What conqueror in any part of * life's broad field of battle” could desire
a more beautiful, a more noble, or a more patriotic monument than a tree
planted by the hands of pure and joyous children, as a memorial of his
achievements?

What earnest, honest worker with hand and brain, for the beneflt of his
fellowmen, could desire a more pleasing recognition of his usefulness than
such a monument, a symbol of his or her production, ever growing, ever
blooming, and ever bearing wholesome fruit?

Trees already grown ancient have been consecrated by the presence of
eminent personages or by some conspicuous event in our national history,
such as the Elm tree at Philadelphia, at which William Penn made his
famous treaty with nineteen tribes of barbarians; the Charter Oak at Hart-
ford, which preserved the written guarantee of the liberties of the Colony
of Connecticut; the wide-spreading Oak tree at Flushing, Long Island,
under which George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends or Quakers,
preached; the lofty Cypress tree in the Dismal Swamp, under which Wash-
ington reposed one night in his young manhood; the huge French Apple
tree near Fort Wayne, Indiana, where Little Turtle, the great Miama
chief, gathered his warriors; the Elm tree at Cambridge, in the shade of
which Washington first took command of the Continental army on a hot
summer’s day; the Tulip tree on Kings Mountain battlefield, i1n South
Carolina, on which ten bloodthirsty Tories were hung at one time; the tall
Pine tree at Fort Edward, New York, under which the beautiful Jane Mc-
Crea was slain: the magnificent Black Walnut tree near Haverstraw, on the
Hudson, at which General Wayne mustered his forces at midnight, pre-
paratory to his gallant and successful attack on Stony Point; the grand
Magnolia tree near Charleston, South Carolina, under which General Lin-
coln held a council of war previous to surrendering the city; the great
Pecan tree at Villere's plantation, below New Orleans, under which a por-
tion of the remains of General Peckenham was buried; and the Pear trees
planted, respectively, by Governor Edincott, of Massachusetts, and Gov-
ernor Stuyvesant, of New York, more than two hundred years ago.

These trees all have a place in our national history, and are inseparable
from it because they were so consecrated. My eyes have seen all but one
of them, and patriotic emotions were excited at the sight. How much
more significant and suggestive is the dedication of a young tree as a monu-
ment.—BENBON J. LossING, histovian: Extract from letter.

THE CARY TREE—PLANTED BY ALICE AND PH(EBE CARY.

In 1832, when Alice was twelve years old, and Phaebe only eight, as these
little girls were returning home from school one day, they found a small
tree, which a farmer had grubbed up and thrown into the road. One of
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them picked it up and said to the other, ** let us plant it.”” As an:.lon as said,
these happy children ran to the opposite side of the road, and mt_.h sticks—
for they had no other implement—they dug out the earth, and in the hole
thus made they placed the treelet; around it, with their tiny hands, they
drew the loosened mold, and pressed it down with their little feet. With
what interest they hastened on their way to and from school, to see if it
were growing; and how they clapped their little hands for joy when they
gaw the buds start and the leaves begin to form! With what delight did
they watch it grow through the sunny days of summer! With what anxiety
did they await its fate through the storms of winter, and when at last the
long-looked for spring came, with what feelings of mingled hope and fear
did they seek again their favorite tree!

But I must not pursue the subject further. It is enough to know that
when these two sisters had grown to womanhood, and removed to New
York City, they never returned to their old home without paying a visit to
the tree that they had planted, and that was scarcely less dear to them than
the friends of their childLood days. They planted and eared for it in youth;
they loved it in age. The tree is the large and beautiful Sycamore which
one sees in passing along the Hamilton turnpike from College Hill to Mt.
Pleasant, Hamilton county, Ohio.—**

SELECTIONS.

I love thee when thy swelling buds appear,
And one by one their tender leaves unfold,
As If they knew that warmer suns were near,
Nor longer sought to hide from Winter’s cold ;
And when with darker growth thy leaves are seen
To veil from view the early robin’s nest,
I love to lle beneath thy woolng sereen.

With limbs by Summer’'s heat and toll oppress’d;
And when the Autumn wind has stripped thee bare,
And round thee les the smooth, untrodden snow,

‘When nanght 1s thine that made thee onee so fair,
I love to wateh thy shadowy form below,
And through thy leafless arms to look above
On stars that brighter beam when most we need their love,

JONES VERY : “The Tree.”

The trees may outlive the memory of more than one of those in
whose honor they were planted. But if it is something to make two
blades of grass grow where only one was growing, it is much more to have
been the occasion of the planting of an oak which shall defy twenty scores
of winters, or of an elm which shall canopy with its green cloud of foliage
half as many generations of mortal immortalities. I have written many
verses, but the best poems I have produced are the trees I planted on the
hill-side. Nature finds rhymes for them in the recurring measures of the
seasons. Winter strips them of their ornaments and gives them, as it
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were, in prose translation, and summer reclothes them in all the splendid
phrases of their leafy language.—OLIvER WENDELL HoLwes: Extract from
letter.

A littie of thy steadfastness,
Rounded with lealy gracefulness,
0ld oak, give me—
That the world’s blast may round me blow,
And I yleld gantly to and fro,
While my stout-hearted trunk below,
And firm-set roots unshaken be,
LowxLL.

As the leaves of trees are said to absorb all noxious qualities of the air,
and to breathe forth a purer atmosphere, 8o, it seems to me, as if they drew
from us all sorded and angry passions, and breathed forth peace and philan-
throphy —W ASHINGTON IRVING.

There is something nobly simple and pure in a taste for the cultivation of
forest trees. It argues, I think, a sweet and generous nature to have this
strong relish for the beauties of vegetation, and this friendshi p for the
hardy and glorious sons of the forest. He who plants an oak looks forward
to future ages, and plants for posterity. Nothing can be less selfish than
this.—WasHINGTON IRVING.

The young oak grew, and proudly grew,
For its roots were deep and strong:
And a shadow broad on the earth it threyw,
And the sunlight linger'd long
On its glossy leaf, where the Rickering light
Was flung to the evening sky;
And the wild bird sought to its airy helght,
And taught her young to fly.
Mus, E. OAKRS SMITH : “The Acor "

COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

The Twenty-first General Assembly, by joint resolution, requested
the Superintendent to embody in his “next biennial report” an ex-
hanstive treatment of the subject of compulsory education., The
following is the joint resolution:

“CONCURRENT RESOLUTION,

“ Resolved, by the House, the Senate concurring: That the Super-
intendent of Public Instruction be requested to embody in his next
biennial report to the General Assembly an exhaustive treatment of
the subject of compulsory education, presenting in a condensed

form, (1) the laws of other States and countries, which have adopted
G
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a compulsory system, (2) any facts which he may he able to collect
with reference to the operation of such laws, (3) views of eminent
educators, together with any recommendations which he may see

proper to make.”

The right and duty of the State to provide for the education of all
its children and youth in a system of free schools, will hardly be
called in question at this late day. It is impossible that any form of
civilization should spring up and flourish among an illiterate and un-
cnltured people, and if history has one unambiguous leason', it is that
ignorance and barbarism go inseparably together in. retarding the de-
velopment of national life, or in bringing it into swift decay. ke

Men may differ as to the moral scope of the intellectual training
which our children get in the schools, but they can never be bronght
to say that illiteracy is a kind of material on which to build a Sta.'fe.
If the training of the schools in reading, writing and arithmetio,
will not put the youth beyond the evil destiny of a life of crime; still
the schools at their worst must furnish that degree of elevation above
mere animal impulse that is necessary to make sure of a eitizen instead
of a brute. That much of moral power there is in the discipline of the
schools, and the great civilizations of modern times have instinctively
entertained and acted on this belief. They have been common school
civilizations just to the extent in which they have kept abreast with the
times. Kspecially in this country, where our theory of government
has transferred the base of sovereignty from the hereditary titles of
a class to the people as a whole, the necessity of universal school
privileges for the children becomes virtually a question of life and
death. If the sovereign be illiterate, even by a majority of one,
‘where then are our boasted republican institutions? And even if a
large minority cannot read nor write, how must our whole experiment
of popular government tremble in the scales. In a contest of con-
tending factions ignorance is always capable of being bought and
sold. We are all of one mind in this regard. The State is bound to
equip its coming oitizen with a degree of intelligence that will en-
able him, on his own account, to understand what his duties and re-
sponsibilities are; and right munificently have these school privileges
been every where supplied. The question now engaging us is, should
the State go farther and compel delinquent parents to send their
children to school. In discussing this question it will be necessary

for us, (1) to get some notion of the history of compulsory school
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legislation, with reference in the main to the success, or lack of suo-
cess, with which such legislation has compassed its aim; and then,
(2), to look into the exigenoy of our own time and determine, if pos-
sible, what would be the probable result of a compulsory law upon
education in our own State.

HISTORICAL SURVEY.

It is a significant fact that the idea of compulsory education was
co-eval with the first suggestion of a system of public free schools.
To Martin Luther belongs the credit of having first conceived of
popular education, and, with singular fcresight of what would be its
embarrassments and needs. As early as 1524 he sent out an appeal
to the bergomasters and magistrates of all towns in the German
countries insisting that all the children should be taught to read the
Bible in their mother tongue, and that to this end free schools should
be established in all the parishes, and it should be made “ the duty of
the State authorities to compel their subjects to send their children
to school.” 1In the spirit of that suggestion all the German States
have, from that very hour, been at work on the problem of a prac-
ticable compulsory law ; and after a rescript defining the school age
of children was issned by the Duke of Brunswick about 1680, the
movement was uninterrupted and assured. As early as the begin-

ning of the nineteenth century all the German States had wheeled into
line.

HOW PRUSSIA RETRIEVED HER NATIONAL DISGRACE,

It will illustrate the wisdom of Germany and the practical work-
ing of a vigorously executed compulsory school law, to allude in this
connection to a most signal corisis in the history of the German
States, In 1806 Prussia, almost single handed, threw herself against
the victorious tactics of Napoleon, and was so completel y demoralized
and disgraced in the conflict s to be compelled to stand by and wit-
ness the sacking of her capital by the French, and the abduction of
her art-treasures as trophies to Paris. That indignity King Fred-
eric William III determined to avenge. As to how he should do
this, we have information in his own words: « Althotigh we have
lost territory, power, and prestige, still we must strive to regain what
we have lost by acquiring intellectual and moral power ; and, there-
fore, it is my earnest desire and will to rehabilitate the nation by
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devoting a most earnest attention to the education of the masses of
my people.” This noble resolution was carried into effect by entrast -
ing the national education to a separate branch of the State admin-
istration, with a distinguished educator and scholars at its head. Bat
the chief thing done thereafter, was the vigorous execution of the
compulsory school law.

What a case of prevision this was, and how sublimely the rehabil-
tating of the German nation followed upon this method of regaining
intellectual and moral power, coercive though it was! Almost with
the precision of canse and effect, the day came when Prussia wreaked.
her revenge on France for the Napoleonic insult, when on the surren-
der of Paris, 1871, King William was crowned Emperor of Germany
in the Hall of Mirors in the palace at Versailles.

EARLY INCEPTION OF COMPULSORY EDUCATION.

It would seem that the idea of compulsory legislation has kept
pace with the conception of a public school system from the first.
In all the Scandinavian kingdoms the two movements have kept pace,
and in partioular, Denmark has attained a foremost rank in the gen-
eral intelligence of her people by a vigorous enforcement of her
compulsory school law. The movement seems germain to all the
areat branches of the Teutonic race, unless it be England, where, for
reasons we need not now stop tolook into, the popular feeling hasalways
been adverse to any large participation of the State government in
the management of the schools. Yet, even there, under the discre-
tionary power of municipal school boards, compulsory school attend-
ance, since 1870, has been undergoing a thorough trial, and a gratify-
ing record of results has been obtained.

As an instance, however, of the early inception of this idea, we
may adduce the educational history of our own country, and the fact
that as far back as 1650, only ten years after the same movement had
been insugurated in Germany, Connecticut in her colonial days in-
cluded in her code of laws a stringent statute for compulsory attend-
ance upon school, and this law continued in force, and was success-
fully improved until in the early part of the present century it fell
into neglect and so remained through an interval of years, and in

1869 took on a new lease of life.

Public schools and cumpulsory school attendance are, it would
geem, ideas of tiwn origin. Even though schools are open and free
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for all, all children will not attend. This startling paradox is easy to
explain. Ignorance is not only unapprized of what will make for its
good, but in addition has clinging around it an environment of idle-
ness and shiftless living which it very reluctantly throws off. Parents
of low organization, and hereditarily under the whip of circumstance,
have the higher interests of their children very little at heart, and
will keep them grinding in the cruel mill of neuéssitv where their
own vices possibly have imperious sway, until the years of school op-
portunity have gone by forever, and the great army of illiterates gets
them as recruits. The number of these is always discouragingly
large, and without some influence from above, laying hold of them
with a firm but beneficient hand, they are not likely to decrease. The
knowledge of this fact would naturally suggest compulsory measures
in connection with a project to establish public schools, and keep
more or less active a public effort in this direction through all the
subsequent years.

BPECIFIC EXAMPLES—PRUBSIA AND BAXONY,

Leaving now, this general aspeot of the history of compulsory leg-
islation, we must come to particulars, with the view of ascertaining
to what extent such legislation has been carried into effeot, and how
far it has succeeded or failed in accomplishing its end. It is nothing
unusual for legislative enactments, wholly tentative and intermittent,
to follow the fashion in public favor, and so be persisted in, over
many counties and through long periods of time, without ever coming
to fruit in such results as had been hoped. Impracticable legislation
is not a thing unknown. On the other hand it often ococurs in the
history of legislation that a measure designed to reform an abuse, or
promote a good, has failed through many stages of its trial, and yet
at last through these very reverses has pushed its way to sucoess. Wa
must look at the workings of the compulsory school law in the light
of the broadest generalizations we can make of the place, and oir-
cumstances and time, in which the law has been operated, if we would
rightly estimate the value of such a law as against the formidable
difficulties in the way of speedy and uniform results.

Thus, for example, in Germany we have already seen that the law
passed through a process of groping evolution, rescript following
rescript, until a definite school age was fixed npon within which all
offenses should be open to prosecution. And even then it lagged
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through many years of ineffectual execution, until Prussia stung to
the qunick by the victories of Napoleon, undertook the novel enter.
prise of rehabilitating the nation through the vigorous execution of
a compulsory school law. At that point, also, as we have seen, the
law was again supplemented by additional helping apparatus to ensure
its execution. The whole matter of public education was taken away
from a committee, and constituted a separate department of the State
administration, with a minister of public instruction at its head, and
local supervision for each province. This chief officer is not only
minister of public instruction but of ecclesiastical affairs as well, and
it is fair to infer that here, as elsewhere, in all the old world nation-
alities in which Church and State are united, the management of the
schools must be considerably embarrassed by this two-fold and often
dissentient control.

To what extent this may have interfered with the enforcement of a
compulsory school law we are not prepared to say, but we have this
instructive item of history bearing on this point. In 1873 Saxony
passed a new school law, in which a long step forward was taken
toward secularizing the elementary schools. The clericals were thrust
in the back ground, and the advance in school attendance and in
school improvement in every way was so marked as to attract the
attention of the whole German nation. Whether this increase in at-
tendance was due to the revived interest in the schools accompanying
the new regime, and the improved methods of instruction and dis-
cipline going with it, or to the more efficient execution of the com-
pulsory school law, now less hampered by ecclesiastical interference,
it is not in our power to say. The presumption is in favor of the
latter, by as much as the improvement followed immediately upon the
seoularization of the schools. In the absence of specific information
on this point it is reasonable to conclude, that where the civil and
ecolesiastical powers are mixed up in the management of the schools,
a trouble must arise like that which embarrassed the administration
of justice in England when the civil and spiritual courts could not
agree,

Suffice it to say that the German and Scandinavian kingdoms have
pushed on & compulsory sckool law through analogous stages of de-
velopment, and against much the same difficulties, and these often of
a most formidable character; and yet they have never questioned the
necessity of a compulsory law, or showed any inclination to give it
up.
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FRANCE.

In France, since the establishment of the democracy, a most inter-
esting movement in school management has been set on foot. Dar-
ing the revolutionary period and under the empire, Franoe was
strong in superior and secondary instruction; but had no system of
elementary schools until, through the enthusiastio labors of M.
Guizot in 1833, the first primary schools were established by the
State. These lived on through years of tardy development mainly
as an exotic from Germany, and held back by the imperfect methoda
of instruction that prevailed in these schools. When, however,
Germany came in upon her as a body in 1871, and the empire fell
before the superior skill and intelligence of an educated soldiery,
the humbled French people determined to wrest the school secret
from the hands of their conquerors, and in that way get back the
prestige they had lost.

France at this crisis of her history had the advantage of being
“the heir of all the ages” in matters civil and scholastic, and how
she availed herself of her great occasion will appear in the following
significant facts: In 1881, a law was passed establishing absolute
gratuity of instruction in the primary public schools. Hero was a
system of free elementary schools for the first time. In 1882 another
law was passed, making primary education compulsory and non-
religious, thus presenting the rare spectacle of a nation receiving
ready-made from the hands of the surrounding nations a school sys-
tem, perfected by the long years of trial and experience in which the
recipients had no share, and this only five years ago,

What we note now is that a salient feature of the new system is
compulsory education, going inseparably with the establishment of
free and non-religions schools. It is too early in the history of this
great undertaking to reckon on results, but it is a mark of the wisdom
of the new order of statesmen, that they have planted their educa-

tional system so deep in the virgin soil of the popular government
they have founded.

ANOMALOUS ATTITUDE DF ENGLAND,

We have already alluded to the anomalous attitude of England

toward any participation on the part of the State government in
school affairs.

“In other countries, education has gradually become a subject of
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interest to all, and governments especially have deemed their inter.
ference essential. In England, on the contrary, the effort to educate
has mainly arisen with the churches, and the State has, even to this
day, obtained ouly a subordinate position in the management of the
schools.”

There is no national system of education in England, in any proper
gense of that term, and no absolutely gratuitous instruction in ele-
mentary schools. England has been almost a8 slow in conceiving of
responsibility of the State toward its uneducated masses as was
France, and is even now so hampered by the religious difficulty as
not to be able to participate directly in the management of the schools.
The most signal advance made in this direction was in Mr. Foster's
bill of 1870, which contained provisions empowering corporations to
establish local school boards, impose rates, enact compulsory school
laws.

This act was supplemented by the elementary educational act of
1878, in which further important changes were made in 1876, all
looking to some efficient method of enforcing attendance on the
borough and parish schools. Inquisitorial committees, and day in-
dustrial echools, were put within the power of these local boards as
co-ordinate means of carrying the compulsory school law into effect.
But then, as now, the attitude of the government was not mandatory
but advisory, and so there is wanting the ubiquitous authority of the
State in securing attendance upon the schools. Even State aid to the

support of the borough and parish schools is not granted, except on

the recommendation of an inspector who is appointed by the crown.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION IN GLASGOW—STATISTICS.

Nevertheless, under this clumsy and indirect system, some note-
worthy experiments have been made in compulsory education in
some of the larger cities, and we subjoin a significant table of statis-
ties illustrating what can be done through the vigorous execution of
a local law. The city of Glascow, Scotland, is selected because the
increase of population is not enough to affect the result, and the
estimate is made between the dates of 1873 ard 1882.

1880, : 1881, | 1882,
70,807 13,024

i | 1 =
‘ 1873. | 1875, | 1876, | 1877,
| |
53, 706166,54K 85,247 |67 869170, 202 70,943(70,702
43,803 |53,505|54,112|57,423 58 660|50,968 50,148

"ol aokl m| Bl 8o o %

1878, ‘ "879,

No.onthe roll......ccaeramvnaecniossnnss
Average No. In attendance, ...........

Per ct, of Av, attendance to No. on roll
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In scanning this table we note the following particulars:

First. In the conrse of the twelve years the number enrolled has
increased from 53,796 to 74,024, being an increase of 20,228 pupils,
or 37.6 per cent. "

Second. The average number in attendance during these years has
increased from 43,803 to 62,467, making a difference of 18,684, or
42.6 per cent.

Third. The per cent of those attending to those on the roll has
increased in the same time from 81§ per cent in 1873 to 84.89 per
cent in 1882,

VIBITATION—A MISSIONARY FEATURE.

This is a most creditable showing, and may be regarded as a test
case, in circumstances in which the increase of population will not
disturb the estimate. But we must consider the expedients resorted
to in carrying the law into effect.

First. As a preliminary movement the officers were sent out on a
kind of census visitation, from house to house, of every family in the
city, to be kept up for two years and upward. The result was, they
found more than 20,000 “defaunlters”—parents and guardians who
were not sending their children to school. The report of the inspec-
tor goes on to ‘say, that about seventy-five per cent of these were
easily got to school by simply having an officer wait on them, and in
case that was not sufficient, sending them a printed form calling their
attention to the requirements of the act.

Second. The recalcitrant ones were dealt with by the extreme
measure of the law, viz.: Prosecution, fine and imprisonment, onl
when every other expedient had failed. ;

And in order that prosecution might be avoided, the board wonld
go among the defaulting parents and hold meetings with them, hear-
ing their excuses, and urging them to send their children to school.
In order to awaken in the minds of these ignorant people some sense
of the majesty of law, they circulated among them fly-leaves con-
taining statements of the worst cases of prosecution with the penal.
ties inflicted; and it was the opinion of the chairman of the attend-
ance committee that these meetings, and the fly leaves distributed

there, or otherwise the repeated calls of the officer with words of
earnest remonstrance and persuasion, were more efficient means
toward the successful enforcement of the law, than would have been

-
i
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the sherif’s warrant going directly to t:he msrk.. But this is mission.
ary or philanthropic labor supplementing the r}gon of the law, and
it is an element which we can never. safely omit from ou-r mos.t. san- .
guine reckoning as to the practicability of any law coercing children
‘to school. The good and satisfactory results of such a law are best
secured by avoiding its exeoution when that can be done, by reaon'.ils
to every method of getting the ohildﬂ?n to school short of coercion, .
but ander the moral or admonitory incitements of such s law.r. :
This important principle should never be lost .alght. of in duct‘ms
this subject. For unless these persuuive. agencies go along with the
effort to enforce a compulsory law, there is very little ground to hope
for success. On the other hand, it would be an unpa.rdo:Table 073.1‘!
sight not to credit the law with these vol.untaqr and philanthropie
exertions on the part of school authorities, in .thelr attempt to secure
the end contemplated by the law, by recovering the offender rather
than by punishing the offense. : o - « 48
The experiment in Glasgow furnishes an impressive illustration in
point. That board resorted to prosecution only aftsr- repeated re-
monéstrance, and in cases of the most stubborn and pe_rsmt»ent .reinul
to comply with the law. And in a table of prosecutions which the
inspector drew up it appears that, in the course of ten yesrs, only
530 prosecutions were made; that two of thene‘ yefl.ra witnessed no
prosecutions, and ih the others the number varied 'from 18 to 1(.;9.
This in a city, next to London, the most populous in Great Bnt.s,fn,-
with a population in 1880 of about 800,000. So eﬁfmt:we has Peen its
work on the 20,000 pauper and neglected ohildren,_m n._s peculiar man-
ner of operating its compulsory school law, that it is said there are not

now more than 8,000 children of school age in that immense city .I
who are not in attendance on their voluntary or board schools. A

result so grand awakens a thrill of exultation in every phila.nt.h-ropic
heart. But it must not be forgotten that it was the avowe{‘i poliey of
the gchool officers to prosecute defaulters only as a dernier resort,
and then to use these with delinquents for their moral effect.

DAY INDUBTRIAL ECHOOLS.

Another feature of this Glasgow movement, and representing &

kind of supplementary effort coming up naturally to the help of_ s
compulsory law, was the establishment of what were called day in-

dustrial schools,” in which a class of children, not easily manageable :
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in schools of the other kind, were put under a regime sunited to their
special needs.

In all large cities, and in rural districts as well, there is a olass of
children who have been ushered into life with the moral damps of
evil and criminal associations lying around them, and they grow up
through infancy and childhood with the infection in their blood.
The children of intemperate parents, of deserted wives or widowers
without employment, or of families where disease and poverty and
crime have thrown the little ones into the cruel mills of necessity to
fight for their very bread on the streets—this class of children are
neither morally nor mentally fitted to be classified in the ordinary
school—not, at least, until some specles of preparatory training has
made them ready for the place.

The suggestion, therefore, of day industrial schools for children
such as these, grew very naturally out of the effort to secure uni-
versal attendance upon the schools, and to have such school privileges
as would be adapted to all. These schools, however, as being a part
of a system of appliances intended to secure attendance upon school,
are largely of a reformatory character, and tributary in this way to
the certified schools—so that they must not be identified with what
in this country are called industrial schools. They are simply an ex-
pedient for pressing the truant and the incorrigible into a willingness
to accept the privileges of the other schools. They have, however,
stimulated a fruitful line of inquiry and experimentation in Europe
and in this country, looking toward the possible modification of our
whole school system, by the introduction of some sort of industrial
curriculum in our public schools. This is not the place for an ex-
tended discussion of a theme like that; but there are certain aspeots

of it as related to the subject of compulsory education which we
cannot afford to pass by.

INDUSTRIAL TRAINING AND COMPULSORY SCHOOL LAW.

As distinguished from day industrial schools, and from reforma-
tory schools generally, it would seem to be one of the valuable les-
sons to be gleaned from the history of compulsory education, that
industrial training as a part of the organic school life, as having a
large and definitely outlined place in all elementary instruction and
routine, would be the final justification of a compulsory school law.
Not for pauper and criminal masses alone would such a curriculum
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come with power to redeem from idleness, and thereby from shift.

lessness and crime ; but there is reason to believe that, if snch a cur-

riculum could be determined upon, it would be prnfst.iully servicea-
ble for the great mass of all classes of children, in better fitting

them for the kind of life upon which they will be required to enter, ]

If the public could be assured of that point there would be little

hesitancy in accepting a compulsory school law. :
Perhaps the most valid objection that can be made against coer,

cion in education, is that which finds in the school organization as it

now is, too exclusive occupation of the head, and none of the hand, .':

too long and too persistent drill in the sedentary habit, Il{d almost
none in the active exercise of the limbs. It is often complained that
the process of passive acquisition absorbs almost wholly the routine
of the school-room, going out in scarcely any channel of immediate

and practical application of what has been acquired, and that this
tread-mill is enforced upon pupils for so many years of the forma-

tive period of life, that when done they are disqualified, the
rather, for the ocoupations in which they must engage. At least, it

is olaimed, they are made dissatisfied with the rough lines of labor

that must in most cases fall to their lot, that, in fact, the schools as
now organized educate the children above the mode of life npon
which, both by circumstance and capacity, they are destined to enter.

How far this criticism is well founded we do not now assume to say,

but simply allude to it as furnishing the most plausible ground for
the popular lethargy in this country on the whole subject of coercive
attendance upon school.

COMPARATIVE ESTIMATE OF SCHOOL PROGRESS UNDER COMPULSORY
BCHOOL LAW IN EUROFPEAN BTATES,

Before leaving the European countries we must attempt & compar
ative estimate of the general school progress among the leading na-

tions respectively, with a view to the practical working of a compul-

sory school law. We subjoin the following table of per cents of ()
school population attending school, and (b) adults who can read.
The countries in which there is some form of compulsory education
are marked *.
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LOW PER CENT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE IN THE UNITED STATES.

A mortifying fact brought out by this table is, that the United
States, in the matter of school attendance, stands with the lower and
more backward nationalities of western Europe. We are below Ire-
land, and very nearly in the company of Spain and Italy in this re.
spect. There is no one of the great pewers except England and
Wales to which we can make any sort of approach; and if this is
without doubt respectable society it is none the less a forlorn com-
fort, when we reflect that England, great as she is us & commeroial
power, and far in the lead of all other nations in science, and letters,
and economy, and law, has nevertheless been—to say the least—re-
miss in her care for the masses,

There is this to be said, by way of offset in our case, that while
our percentage of school attendance is so low, the gross number of
adults among ns who can read, is such as to send us considerably up-
ward in the scale. Here we are in the society of all the great ed-
ucating powers of Saxony, Sootland, Netherlands, Switzerland and
Wurtemburg. Prussia, as an educating nation, outstrips the world.
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It furnishes a curious problem, however, how the percentage of
school’attendance with us should be so low, and the percentage of
adults who can read should be 8o high. The figures for England tell
the same tale. This is due, we are inclined to think, to the wide-
spread prevalence of other educating agencies among the English.
speaking people, aside from the public schools:—the press, for exam-
ple, pouring its floods of newspapers and books of all kinds almost
gratuitously into every home. The pulpit, the sabbath school, the
unwonted activity of the English and American mind—the very at-
mosphere of our civilization breathing around the illiterate, forces
them, in a manner, to pick up the rudiments of learning after their
school-days are past.

Illiteracy is certainly not a thing congenial to English or American
life. We are accustomed to say that it is largely an exotic in this
country, being thrown in upon us by foreign immigration, from non-
educating countries and from educating countries, where the after-
blight of feudalism still keeps certain classes low down in the social
scale, and shuts them away from the privileges of the schools. Com
ing to this country they find themselves invested with the preroga-
tive of voting citizens, and are compelled to acquire some measure of
the reading intelligence that ir afloat. !

Ifthis is true, it only complicates the problem with reference to
the practical operation of a compulsory school law. In deciding this
problem, it makes very great difference as to whether our iiliteracy
is indigenous or not. There were no need of compulsion if the genius
of our institutions carries our own children easily and unresistingly
into the schools, and if the assimilating powers of our civilization raps
idly absorbs the foreign illiteracy that is thrown upon our shores.

But the facts in the case as we may look upon them in any indi-

vidual instance, as, for example in any of the large cities in our land,
will not warrant our entertaining so optimistic a view. We shall
find a tendency on the part of a large portion of our own population,
when left to themselves, to gravitate away from the schools, and away
from the moral and intellectual culture which the schools afford.
And so, therefore, despite this relatively large percentage of those
who can read among our adult population, we incline to the opinion
that the general teaching of this table as a whole, should be accepted

as indicating the ultimate value of a rigorously executed compulsory.

school law.
Thus it is a fact that every one of the great nations of Western
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Europe has compulsory education. And it is a farther faet that in
those nations among whom compulsory education has been most rig-
idly enforced, there are most extraordinary results to show. Prussia,
for example, has 91 per cent of attendance and 94 of reading popula-
tion. Saxony has 101 per cent of attendance and 88 of reading pop-
ulation. Bavaria, Denmark, Scotland and Switzerland follow suit.
Among these people there is scarcely any one found who has not been
in attendance upon the schools; and in Prussia it would be rare to
meet with any one who could not read and write. These are all
countries in which the compulsory regulations are energetically en-
forced. If we should set up 90 per cent of attendance as our ideal
standard to be attained, we have here cases in which that limit has
been transcended, and we need have no hesitancy in saying that
among no people on earth could that limit be reached without a com-
pulsory law. Even if these footings are not absolutely correct, they
are approximately 8o,and will fairly represent the general educational
condition of the old world.

PROBLEMATIC CASES—ITALY, PORTUGAL, SPAIN—THE APPALLING CON-
DITION OF RUSSBIA.

But there are some countries on this list, among whom education
is obligatory, that have very meagre results to show; for example,
Italy, Portugal and Spain. The reasons for this are not to be found
wholly in the ineffectual working of the compulsory sohool law. In
Italy, for example, in 1877, primary instruction was made obligatory,
but the law was not executed, and remained almost a dead letter till
1884, when the minister of public instruction resorted to special
meagures to have it enforced. In the meantime, it was stated by M.
Rivera, director of primary instraction, that the insuperable obsta-
cles in the way of enforcing the law were the poverty of the people
and the poor quality of the teachers employed. *“As the parenta
cannot give their children proper food and clothing, they hesitate to
send them to school, when by keeping them away there is a chance
to pick up a little money in looking out for the flocks, and in other
ways.” There is here, as in Spain and Portugal also, the debris of
decayed civilization, and an inveterate pauper class against which all
educational progress must struggle. In Spain, the whole system of
publie instruction was reorganized in 1882, and some of the most
radical edncational reforms were set on foot. Portugal, also, is but
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recently in the field of primary compulsory education, snd.her meth-

ods of supervision are as yet 80 imperfect that it is impossible to get

from the official department any statistics that are at all reliable.

" The most impressive lesson gathered from the table is the educa-

tional condition of Russia. Here is no compulsory education, and

almost no primary education at all. An absolute monarchy, having -
sway over eight million and a half square miles, with a population

of nearly one hundred and three millions, it had, in 1871, but one

pupil in school out of every one hundred inhabitants, and has made

very little progress except in higher education since that time. It is

therefore no wonder that the Czar's dominions should tremble so

often from center to circumference with the rumblings of rihilistie

discontent, and that the menace of dynamite should so often waylay
the affairs of state. With 89 per cent of illiteracy, and the little

area of light centering in the universities pouring out upon a people

half barbarous, a materialistic and communistic philosophy, what
hope is there for good government or national stability in such a

state of things?
COMPULSORY EDUCATION IN THE UNITED STATES—TABLE OF STATISTICS.

Having traced, somewhat in detail, the rise and spread of compul-
sory education in the European States, we may turn now to our own
country, and see what has been done in this direction in the several
States. And as our researches and reasonings on this subject must
involve the whole question of the educational condition of our coun-
try, a8 to school population, and enrollment, and attendance, and
illiteracy, we subjoin a table, in which these items are conveniently
arranged for reference. Those States marked with * have compul-
sory laws:

1887.] SUPERINTEN DENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

o
-

Iy

STATES.

cent of

Per cent of illiter-
acy.

------

......

......

EBuwecBBSacal

-

.......................................

SUBSS2ERRS8 23RS 2E

-
saeanaSnuobe

=%

.............

-------------

-
..
RIS UC RN e RrPOWS O~ B0

------

-

......

4 R A R R R e R A :
o T e A S ety e atmon e | ¢
* Rhode Island .... 60 1
South Carolina .... “ b
Tennessee .. .... s o,
Texas...... 20 M
;r}rermlunt ............ g ’1
rg'ln B iseecoss sossssnnssassnsssnnsssnnrssnsnas
WAE VISRIDIR o vorscsrssonnansaisrisssirnputbbba dunesaim 45 12,
* Wisconsin i 36 4.

Cob~unwoa~a

The first thing to be noted on inspecting this table is, that only
Northern States—sixteen in all, have adopted a compulsory sohool
law ; and that all the Southern States, together with six Northern
States, are get down as up to this date, unwilling or unable to secure
the enactment of such a law. Now, what does this mean?

So far as the Southern States are concerned, it is easy to find a
reason for their lack of interest in popular education in the long
years of retarded civilization under the blight of slavery, and in the
race caste which that institution settled so deeply in their social life.
Until recently a large proportion of their population was without
citizenship, and it was not to the interest of the rest that they should
be made sufficiently intelligent to desire it. After that order of
things had been swept away by the war, there still remained the old
race prejudice which has kept back that people from any impartial
and aggressive measures toward rendering school privileges univer-

8
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gal. There is a slow and steady advance of these States out of this
unhappy condition of things, but certainly it is nothing to be sur
prised at that not a single one of them should have had any thought
of resorting to coercive measures to get their children to school.
When, however, we are obliged to put into this list some of our
most flourishing and cultured Northern States, Indiana, Nebraska,
Minnesota, and our own Iowa, the problem becomes a little entangled
with conditions lying deeper than what we should at first suspect.

IOWA—EDUCATIONAL BTATUS.

Take Towa, for example. We have no compulsory school law.
Several unsuccessful attempts have been made to secure the enact
ment of such a law. There is always a strong advocacy of compul-
sory education in the teachers’ associations and among the legislative
bodies of the State, but the sentiment has never been persistent
enough to put such a law upon the statute book. It cannot be from
gooial environment or lack of interest, as in the Southern States, that
Iowa has held back from this special mode of promoting the effi-
ciency of the schools. Tt could hardly be that there is no felt neces-
sity of a measure so uniformly resorted to by all the great nations of
Western Europe and nearly one-half of the States of the American
union, and all the Northern States except six.

1t is, indeed, true that Towa has the distinction of having the lowest
percentage of illiteracy of any State in the Union, and singularly
enough, Nebraska ranks next. Both of these States are on the non-
compulsory list. But, this fact, whilst unquestionably complimentary
to the general intelligence of these States, ought not to be accepted
for anything more than it is worth. As already intimated, the per-
centage of illiteracy depends upon causes reaching back of the schools
to the social standing of the original settlers of a State, and the kind
of immigrant population that subsequently arrives. As to general

intelligence, Iowa stands at the head of all the States of the Union,
but this extraneous distinction should not blind us to the fact that
certain other estimates have a damaging story to tell.

Thus, while it is true that 75 per cent of our school population are
enrolled, there is only 46 per cent of that population in average at~
tendance on the public schools, That is to say not one-half of the
children that are of the requisite schosl age are found in the schools.
This state of things is made to hint the more decisively toward the
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necessity of a compulsory school law, when it is noted that nearly 76
per cent of the whole number of school children are enrolled, while
the average daily attendance falls considerably below one-half, We
are thue allowing more than one-half our school children to withhold
themselves altogether from the schools, or, having entered, to fritter
away their opportunities by truancy and neglect. If this be a fair
statement of the actual facts in the case, what in a little time will be
the result? Evidently illiteracy will very much enlarge its borders,
and our reputation for general intelligence will speedily decline.

COMPARATIVE ESTIMATE OF THE LARGER STATES—NEW YORK, ILLINOIS,
OHIO AND PENNSYLVANIA,

We may now proceed to a comparative estimate of some of the
larger States where compulsory education is in force, to see if its
practical workings are such as might be hoped. New York, Penn-
sylvania, Ohio and Illinois, are respectively represented by over a
million school population, and at varying dates, and with provisions
somewhat diversified to snit the special needs of the locality, have
enacted compulsory school laws. Let us briefly inquire into the ex-
pertence of these States with reference to the kind of law they have
adopted, and the extent and manner in which they have carried it
into effect,

New York struggles against the constant inflax of the riff raff of
the old world, and the sloughings of European pauperism and dis-
content as a kind of social sewerage, often deluging the 'whole sys-
tem of municipal government in the metropolis. We shall not be
surprised therefore that, notwithstanding the menace of a compuls-
ory school law, there should be an enrollment of only 59 per cent ont
of a school population of 1,702,967, an average daily attendance of
only 35 per cent, and that the illiteracy should be 4.2.

New York City in an especial manner should feel the need of such
a law, and bring every agency to bear in coercing the children to
school. From the report of the Board of Eduecation of that city for
1884, we gather the following interesting items: (1) Under the
amended law the board employed truant agents, whose entire time
was devoted to the duties of their office, who were empowered to
apprehend all children between the ages of eight and fourteen who
might be found wandering about the streets and public places of the
city during school hours, and bring them to school. During a single
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year these agents returned to school 2,247 truants and placed in
school 782 non attendants. (2) The board report that “the failure
to send their children to the schools is confined almost entirely to
the cases of very poor or illiterate immigrants and of the vagrant

and criminal classes.” .
Illinois, with about the same scheol population, 1,089,274 of &

school age, from 6 to 21, has a somewhat higher showing in per cent
of enrollment (68, as against New York, 59,) and in per cent of at.
tendance (46, as against New York, 35), and about the same illiteracy
(4.3, as against 4.2). The Illinois law, passed in 1883, has none of
the special provisions of the amended law of New York with refer.
ence to truancy and the employment of children under age, but
simply requires every person having charge of any child or children
8 to 14 years of age, to send such child or children to a publie or
private day school for a period of not less than twelve weeks in each
school year, unless snch child or children be excused by the school
officers of the city, town, or district in which the child or children
reside, the penalty for violating the statute being %5 to $20.

Inasmuch as large cities are in the main to be benefited by a com-
pulsory school law, and their success in executing it becomes the
touch-stone of the practicability of such a law, the experience of
Chicago as contrasted with that of New York, will be of interest to
us in this connection. Information direct from the county superin-
tendent, Prof. Albert G. Lane, assures us that “on account of tech-
nicalities, eto., the compulsory school law has not been enforced in
Chicago;” and that “attempts have been made in several places to
enforce it without success, and now it remains a dead letter.” The
reason of this doubtless is, that there is no adequate provision in the
law for its enforcement. For non-compliance with the provisions of
the act, any director, or member of any board of education, may
bring suit for the recovery of fine and costs, and indeed the school
officer is made himself subject to prosecution and a fine of ten dol-
lars for neglect of Jhis duty when his attention has been called to the
_offense. But what]is everybody’s business is nobody’s business in
the end. The provisions of the amended New York law, that es-
pecially in the case of the large cities, the board of directors shall
be empowered to employ truant officers whose business it will be to
bring the children to school, or otherwise see to the execution of the
law, and that those employing, or causing to be employed, children
of school age to the loss of their opportunities for instruction, should
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likewise be subject to fine—provisions of this character are wanting
in the Illinois law, and therefore it is a dead letter, as we are told.

Pennsylvania and Ohio have nearly the same school population.
Pennsylvania, 1,422,377; Ohio, 1,082,205; the same school age, from
6 to 21; per cent of enrollment nearly the same (Pennsylvania, 68;
Ohio, 70,); per cent of attendance nearly the same (Pennsylvania, 45;
Ohio, 46,); per cent of illiteracy, considerable difference in favor of
Ohio (Pennsylvania, 4.6; Ohio, 8.6). These figures will render at
once interesting a comparison of the main features of their compul-
sory school laws. Ohio has incorporated the following effective
clanses in its law: (1) That no manufacturer, owner of mills or
mines, agent, overseer, contractor, landlord, or other person, shall em-
ploy any child under 14 years of age during the established school
hours of the locality, ete. (2) It is made the duty of the clerk of the
Board of Edueation to prosecute every offense against the law
brought duly to his notice. (3) Boards of Education are required to
look after the matter of the employment of untaught children each
February and September, and make provision accordingly. There is
wanting the distinctive element of the amended New York law, a
clause empowering boards of education to employ truant agents or
some such officer, whose business it will be to see that the law is en-
forced. The Commissioner, in his last report, has therefore wisely
urged upon the legislature an efficient truant law as necessary to
secure the largest attendance upon the schools.

Pennsylvania, without having a compulsory school law after the
oustomary form elsewhere adopted, has nevertheless since 1849 for-
bidden that any children from thirteen to sixteen years of age be em.
ployed in or about any factories, unless such children have attended
school at least three consecutive months witl in the year of such em-
ployment, with heavy penalties affixed. It could hardly be expeoted
that so meagre a law, with so feeble a grasp upon the evil of absentee-
ism, would work any noted result. And hence we hear the Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction making this complaint: “Yet notwith-
standing the law and its severe penalty to deter from its violation,
we have convinced ourselves that it is in very many sections a dead
letter, and requires far more care than it receives upon the part of
citizens who have any deep interest in the matter.” In other words,
there is no adequate provision for enforeing the law already too feeble
and hesitating in its grasp.
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CONCLUBION.

To say the least, there must be a strong presumption in favor of an
educational measure in which all the leading nations of the world are

enlisted, and which has almost the unanimous advocacy of the teach-
ing profession, and of those public officials who are best informed as

to the necessities of the case. In face of this there is everywhere

acknowledged difficulty in putting a compulsory school law into force..

A close study, however, of this kind of legislation will make two
things apparent, both setting aside any objection to the law on the
score that it cannot be enforced.

F'irst, wherever boards of education have been empowered to em-
ploy a special officer or officers, whose business it should be under
some systematic method of search and report, to find out the default-
ers and get the children to school, the end contemplated by the law
has been gratifyingly attained. It has been suggested that this officer
be partly police and partly missionary in his function, but mostly
missionary, as being more in keeping with the kind of work he has
to do. And this suggestion brings us to the second most important
lesson from the study we have had in hand, namely that for the ends
of public well being a proximate and provisional enforcement of a
compulsory school law is all that should be desired. In the langnage
of one of our most eminent educators, Dr. Welch, compulsory educa-
tion should not be reckoned of value simply to the extent to which it
can be rigidly enforced, but in the main it should be prized because
of the “compulsory environment” it throws round the ignorant and
the dilatory, and the general public interest it arouses in the cause of
education as lying also at the very heart of the national life.

In retiring from the office of Superintendent of Public lnstrue-
tion, which office I have held for the past six years, I desire to return
my sincere thanks to the people of Iowa for the hearty co-operation
and generous treatment which I have uniformly received at their
hands.

I am under deep and lasting obligations to the county superintend-
ents with whom I have been officially associated. I leave this work
with increased confidence and faith in our school system, and a firm
trust and reliance in the people to guard and strengthen it, to the
end that education, thorough, effectual and free, may be the heritage
of all generations. '

I desire to acknowledge my gratitude to Hon. Geo. H. Nichols,
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who has acted as Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction du-
ring my entire administration. Also, to Mrs. Addie B. Billington,
whose faithful services have been invaluable to me.

I congratulate the people of Iowa, in view of the election of Hon.
Henry Sabin as my successor. It is a pleasure to transmit the trust
I now hold to a man so worthy, so well fitted and qualified to re-
ceive it,

Respectfully,
J. W. AKERS,
Superintendent of Public Instruction.
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REPORTS FROM COUNTY SUPERINTENDENTS.

ADAIR COUNTY.

BY M. W. HAVER.

Our schools are in a very prosperous condition, when we take into account

all the surroundings. Many of the teachers are obliged to work under dif-
ficulties, from the fact that many of the schools are not well supplied with
maps, charts, globes, ete. Our teachers as a class are faithful and earnest
in their work, and appear willing to receive instruction in everything per-
taining to their work.

TEACHERS’ INSTITUTE.

The normal institute was organized in this county in 1874, with an attend-'

ance of forty-two. Since that time it has steadily grown both in interest
and members, Last spring we had an enrollment of 220,

Am seeking to better prepare the teachers for the practical every day ‘

work of the school-room.

Have tried to adopt the latest and best methods, and to secure the best
iustructors.

Have divided the institute into four grades, adopted a course of study,
and grant a diploma to teachers after having completed the course and pass-
ing a satisfactory examination.

Too much work of a general character has been done, without any special
object in view, leaving the same work to be passed over year after year.

S8CHOOL-HOUSES.

We have 187 frame school-houses. The buildings are all heated with
stoves, but the windows of many of these are unprotected, having neither
shades nor blinds. Very few of the buildings are provided with any means
of ventilation except the windows While a majority of our school-rooms
are comfortable and convenient, yet quite a number lack both, Quite a
number are without foundation and are not well protected.
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GROUNDS,

Most all the school sites are pleasantly and conveniently located. The
out-houses compare favorably with the school buildings. Where the school-
houses are neglected, the out-houses are in the same condition. A ma jority
of the school grounds are not fenced, although a few are well fenced and
well kept.

Quite a number of trees have been set out, but on account of being un-
protected, many of them have been destroyed.

SCHOOLS.

The average term in this county is eight months nearly. Male teachers
receive an average of $34.00, and females $30.00 per month. All the
branches required by law are taught. Penmanship is taught in all the
schools, but perhaps not as a special branch,

Drawing is taught in the graded schools and in quite a number of the
country schools. Voeal music is taught quite successfully in many of our
schools.

I have made every effort possible to have my teachers comply with the
school law of 1886. In many cases the school boards have neglected to do
their duty in the matter, by neglecting to adopt any text-book on the sub-
ject. If we could have a compulsory law I think it would have a tendency
to improve our schools. Too many parents send their children when they
have ne work for them at home.

BLACK HAWK COUNTY.

—

There has been a marked improvement in the scholarship of our teachers
during the last year, and this higher scholarship has shown itself in our
schools throughout the county. A teacher who does not make daily prep-
eration for the work he has to do cannot expect to teach a successful school,
I have considered it a duty to the children and patrons to subject the
teachers to a rigid examination at least once a year, unless I have had posi-
tive proof that the applicants possessed a thorough knowledge of the com-
mon branches.

These examinations have created much enthusiasm and a desire on the
part of the teachers to excel unlike anything else in this county, and this
enthusiasm is carried into the school-room awakening the latent powers of
every child. When teachers are aware that they are not held accountable
for what they do in the school-room, or that their certificates will be renewed

9
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when the year is up, pay very little attention to study and improvement,
No professsion needs more daily study and preparation than that of the
teacher.

It always has been a mystery to me why 80 many teachers dread an ex-
amination, when in fact these very examinations make the teacher broader,
more acourate, independent and gelf-reliant than any thing else in the
teachers’ profession, A teacher who has studied during the year, attends
the institute, passes & thorough examination is in every way better qualj-
fied to teach a successful school than the teacher who does not study nor
attend teachers’ meetings or Institutes, but simply has his certificate re-
newed before his school begins. It makes no difference how well 4 teacher
is educated he must be a student, he must gather new material every day,
he must store Lis mind with useful knowledge that he may interest his
pupils. But where is there a place that a teacher can collect and garner
more facts than in teachers’ maetings and live institutes.

Every county is afflicted with these idlers and fossils whose exit every
true friend of the schools would hail with delight. It is our duty to weed
out these drones and antiquated teachers, and put in their place teachers
who are willing to spend time and money to prepare themselves for the pro-
fession. There can be but little progress in our schools unless our teachers

are scholars, and scholarship means study.

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

The graded course has been adopted in the county and is giving almost
universal satisfaction. Teachers who hold first-class certificates, who have
taught successfully for at least three years, and have attended not less than
three normal institutes, are admitted to the A grade. Certificates of at-
tendance at a normal school or normal course in any of our best colleges
are accepted for normal institute attendance.

Teachers who complete the work in this grade pass an examination in all
the branches with an average of 92 per cent are awarded diplomas of grad-
uation, but in no case will a diploma be awarded unless the applicant has
had three years of experience in the schoolroom. The class of 1886 num-
bered seven ; their average age, twenty-seven ; with an average experience
of five years in the school-room. The class of 1887 numbered eight, the av-
erage age was twenty-five with something over four years’ experience on an
average. Only the best scholars can pass the rigid examinations required
for promotion and graduation.

All teachers holding second class certificates, averaging not less than 86
per cent, having had two years’ experience and attended not less than two
normal institutes, are admitted to the B grade. Those completing the
studies in this grade and passing an examination in all the branches, and
making an average of 90 per cent, will receive certificates of promotion
to the A grade. But in no casé can a teacher pass from the B grade to the
A grade unless he holds a first-class certificate with an average of not less
than 90 and not below 85 in either aritbmetic or grammar.
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Persons holding certificates averaging less than 86 per cent who haye had
one year's experience and have attended one normal institute are admitted
to the C grade, also persons who have never held certificates but are grada-
ates of high schools. Those who complete the studies in this grade pass
an examination and make an average of 85 per cent, receive eeruﬂen;aa of
promotion to the B grade. .

The D grades includes all persons not included in the three preceding
grades, and those completing the studies in this grade passing an examina-
tion and making an average of 80 per centjare granted certificates of pro-
motion to the C grade.

The aim in this county has been to make teaching a profession, and that
only thorough sch;laru can become professional teachers. A poor scholar
may teach a good school, but if this same perso
S person had a good education he

The real aim in the last two years has been to make the institute more
professional, to pay more attention to methods, yet much of the time must
necessarily be spent in reviewing the common branches, and this eannot
very well be changed as long as teachers are allowed to teach who are onl
seventeen years old. ]

This county has a large institute fund, and therefore can employ the best
talent. I believe that many teachers in the State receive Institute diplo-
mas who are really not entitled to diplomas. It is my opinion that no
teacher should receive a normal institute diploma who cannot pass an ex-
amination for a State certificate. In this county all the graduates have
either been graduates of the Iowa State Normal or some college or high
school, with perhaps one exception. Suceessful experience and thorough
scholarship are the essential requisites for a diploma. ‘I'he teacher w:o
holds & diploma should at all times be ready to pass an examination fo

ﬂr?;-clnss certificate in any county of the State, i

county superintendents would not issue a d

positively that the teacher to whom it is granted gﬁ?pﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁ?t&ﬁ?ﬂf
ination in any county of the State and obtain a first-class certificate, then
these diplomas would be recognized as something of real value. But ‘whan
from thirty to fifty teachers receive diplomas at an institute it is patent

the face that there are some in the class who eannot obtain a first-cl -
tificate in every county of the State. £

SCHOOL HOUSES,

; Three school houses were built during the last year, one of which isa

b:;dlim.-s:ory building in the village of Hudson. We have two school
ngs in this county heated by ste: . i

e ¥ sleam, viz: one in West Waterloo and

The fuel in this ¢ i
8L n this county is soft eoal, with a few exceptions where wood is
Two school houses, one in Fast W

ton township, aterloo township and one in Benning-

have windows only on one side and then on the ends, the
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children facing the side where there are no windows. I like this arrange.
ment much better than where the light comes from both sides and the chil-
dren facing the end.

As a rule the teachers take much care to have the room well ventilated,
yet many school houses are poorly arranged for ventilation. In our coup-
try school houses, windows and doors are the only means by which the
school rooms can be ventilated. Nearly all of our school rooms are well
geated, some few in the country even having single seats.

GROUNDS.

Many of our school grounds are much neglected, yet there seems to be a
tendency on the part of school officers to keep the grounds in better condi-
tion than in years past, The same is also true of out-houses.

Fences are much dilapidated, and in many localities there are no fences,
Cattle are not allowed to run at large in this eounty, which has created a
sentiment against fences.

There are not many school grounds in this county where the required
number of trees are in healthy condition. The trees as a rule have been
planted, but through neglect or inattention have either died or been de-
stroyed, If 1am re-elected shall call attention to this matter of planting
trees early in the spring. Very few trees were planted last spring on arbor
day, as it was at least three weeks too late to plant trees. Deciduous trees
ghould be planted very early in the spring. '

SCHOOLS.

During the last year there has been a tendency in this county in some
townships to shorten the terms.

There is only one township where they have nine months of school in the
year. Seven months is generally the average in our county schools; four in
the winter and three in the spring.

The drouth of this summer will have a tendency to lower the salary of
teachers; in fact it has already done so.

All the common branches are generally taught, but of all branches lan-
guage is neglected more than anything else.

Much attention has lately been given to penmanship and drawing.

Every school in the county substantially complies with the law in regard
to the teaching of hygienic physiology.

Welch’s Classification Hegister has been introduced into all the ungraded
schools of the county. But there is some difficulty in getting reports from
the teachers.

Teachers should be compelled by law toreport to the county superintend-
ent at the close of each term of school.
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BUENA VISTA COUNTY.

BY CHARLES J. CONNER.

Educational interest and enthusiasm seem to be in a very promising con-
dition in this county; our teachers, as a rule, are bright, progressive students,
and take a live interest in everything in the line of improvement. During
the past year six meetings of the Buena Vista County Educational Associa-
tion have been held; two at Storm Lake, one at Alta, one at Newell, one at
Sioux Rapids, one at Early, and the attendance at all of them has been such
as to convince one of the abiding interest of our teachers and the general
public in everything that has for its object the mental improvement of our
pupils. Three joint meetings Lave been held with other counties, two with
Sac and one with Clay, at which valuable programmes have been carried
out to the mutual advantage of all parties. We are under lasting obliga-~
tions to the superintendent and teachers of Sac county for the very cordial
treatment we received at Early, and feel that we have been largely bene-
fited by contact with them in the discussion of school matters. The meet-
ing with Clay occurred just after a heavy rain storm, which prevented
many of the Clay teachers from attending ; about twenty braved the storm
and muddy roads and made us happy at Sionx Rapids. We are fol-
lowing a graded course of study in our country schools, with fair success,
nine townships using it in allof their schools, and it is in general use in the
other seven. In connection with the course of study we use Welch’s Classi-
fication Register, and endeavor to give pupils credit for all good work, as
well a8 to put poor work on record ; this acts as an incentive to better and
closer application, and we are securing good results. Certificates of pro-
motion are given to pupils completing the First, Second, Third and Fourth
Reader grades, and county diplomas granted to those completing the Fifth
Reader grade and passing an examination with a grade of 85 per cent., with
1o study below 70 per cent. Thus far we have granted 27 county diplomas,
Becond grade certificates are issued to bearers of diplomas without further
examination, upon payment of the regular fee.

Teachers report to county superintendent all standings of pupils during
the term, thus placing in our office a record of all pupils in school in this
county.

Keports are algo made to the parent at the end of each week, the leading
features of which are, regularity, punctuality, grades, rank in class, and
general behavior. Thus we unite parent, teacher and superintendent in the
effort for the educational benefit of our pupils.
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Professional, first and second grade certificates, are issued to our teach.
ers. We have no use for third grades, deeming it best for persons who cay.-
not obtain a grade of eighty per cent to attend some good school until they
are better prepared for work.

In our institute work we endeavor to secure the same systematic
ment of duties that is required in teaching. A graded course of study of
three divisions is followed, and a fourth will be added as soon as possibla,
As a large number of our teachers come from the ranks of the common
school pupils we endeavor to pay more attention to the teaching of methods
than subject matter, and calculate to give the aspirant for pedagogical posi-
tion as much professional training as possible under the circumstances., As
a criticism upon the institute work we would suggest that too much time is
wasted in preparing or attempting to prepare persons to pass the examina-
tions, and would urge that they be allowed to do this work in school, rather
than spend the time In the normal institute in doing what should have
been a previous consideration.

Great improvement is being made in the plans of our scheol houses;
many of the old ones were poorly built, ill lighted, and without any arrange-
ment for ventilation. These defects are being remedied, and the little
school buildings that are being erected now have good, solid foundations,
handy halls and clothes rooms and comfortable assembly rooms. We are
poorly supplied with apparatus, but directors are pretty generally yielding
to the demands for more supplies.

School sites are usually as good as could be expected : care is taken to get
good, high ground, and as near to the center of the district as possible;
most of them have trees planted all the way around, and some few have
ornamental trees inside of the boundary lines; still, others have no im-
provement in this line at all.

A general disposition is being manifested to lengthen the school term, and
most of the townships are having seven and a half and eight months school.
Teachers receive from $25 to $35 per month in our country schools, and
from $35 to $125 per month in graded city schools. Our courses of study
cover all of the common branches, and the elements of science, Latin and
German being taught only in the High School of Storm Lake.

The law on special physiology is being pretty generally complied with,
and as our county is so much in favor of prohibition, good work is being
done.

The Hawkeye Business College, founded in 1884, is the only institution in
the county that affords thorough practieal instruetion in the normal and
business branches, and is doing a good work. Students are thoroughly
drilled in all the common branches in addition to the work in bookkeeping,
penmanship, business arithmetic and commercial law. Much attention is
given to rapid calculation and actual business practice, thus giving pupilsa
good start on the road to success in life.
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CALHOUN COUNTY.

BY J. F. LAVENDER.

1. CONDITION AND PROGRESS OF EDUCATION IN THE COUNTY.

During the last year the school work of our county has been a ‘‘path”
rather than & “itread-mill.”

Teachers, school officers and patrons have all been zealous in good works.

Our last institute was an eminent success in every respect. There was a
gain in attendance of nearly 40 per cent over any previous year. Teachers
are reading more of every kind of professional literature.

A course of study and a classification register has been placed in every
school in the county. Teachers have heartily co-operated with the superin-
tendent to improve the organization and classification of the schools of the
county. Good results are already noticeable.

A want of uniformity of text-books is the greatest obstacle to complete
BlCCess,

1I. TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.
a. Organization.

The course of study arranged by the **Advisory Couneil” of the State
Department of Education was adopted two years ago. A class graduated
at our last institute.

b. What we seek to accomplish.

Qur aim is to not only give the teachers a broader scholarship and work-
ing models for the school-room, but to ground them in the principles that
underlie all true methods of instruetion and culture.

c. Methods.

Our method has been to teach the general principles of methods of eul-
ture, methods of instruction and school management, and vitalize them in
regular class drill in assigned lessons in the ‘“‘subject matter’ embraced in
the common school course.

d. General and special features,

Drawing, the rudiments of vocal music, and the school law of Iowa will
receive special attention at our coming institute.
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I11. SCHOOL HOUSES.
a. Construction.

Fourteen new houses have been built during the year, all in the most sub-
stantial manner, on stone and mortar foundations, with double floors dead-

ened with grout.
band c. Heating, ventilation wnd lighting.

All have been well lighted, and nearly all have been heated and venti-
lated by the circulation of fresh heated air introduced into the room through
a cold air duet and hot air furnace, the foul air escaping through a ventilat-
ing shaft built in connection with the chimney.

d. Furniture, black-boards and coal houses.

All have been furnished with comfortable patent furniture, all have had
sufficient black-boards for the needs of the schools, and all have had coal
houses attached to the rear of them with a door opening from the school
room to the coal house.

1V. GROUNDS.
a. General condition.

There is & great improvement in the general condition of the school
grounds. Many of them have tame grasses growing on them and otherwise
presenting a pleasant appearance.

b. Out-houses.

These are in better condition, experience showing that it is necessary.to
build them substantially and anchor them deep in the ground to keep them
in position against strong winds.

c. Fences,

But few of the sites in our county are fenced, the herd law being in force
in our county.

d. Trees.

Much labor and pains have been expended in this direction, but the last
year has not been favorable for landscape gardening. Not more than half
of the sites have thrifty growing trees.

V. SCHOOLS.
a. Length of term.

The length of term has not increased, seven months being about an
average.
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b Teachers’ salaries.

A slight reduction in teachers’ wages was made in several townships last
spring. Thirty dollars is about an average price per month.

¢. Branches taught.

None are taught except those required by statute for a teachers’ certifi-
cate except in a few schools.

d. Special branches.

1. Penmanship: Quaite an improvement is seen in this branch, prinei.
pally, we think, from the increased amount of graphic work demanded of
the pupils by the teachers.

2. Drawing: This is becoming a regular exercise in most of our schools.
It is used, however, as an entertaining exercise rather than a cultivation of
attention, minute and close observation and a skillful use of the hand.

3. Voeal music: The rudiments of this branch are not taught in any of
the schools. Singing exercises are had in a large number of them.

4. Hygienic physiology in compliance with the State law of 1886:
This branch is receiving its proper attention. The teachers very will-
ingly present this branch and the several boards of directors have complied
with the law as explained in the circular letters of the State Department.

CASS COUNTY.

BY RUFUS H. FROST,

The educatioaal situation and outlook in this county are in most respects
very gratifying. An excellent school sentiment prevails among our people.
P’atrons of the schools generally appreciate the efforts made to better the
condition of their children, and every movement set on foot to increase the
usefulness of the schools¥meets the approval of the people and is given an
honest trial. Our people do not look upon the school teacher as a public
enemy, to be harrassed, or tortured, whenever opportunity offers. The ex-
alted position of the teacher cornmands respect. The value of her work is
f“ﬁlr compared with that of the common farm laborer, and senseless crit-
icisms are seldom heard. Our people have learned the admirable lesson
that * the way I was tanght” is not, necessarily, the best way.

_ School-boards, generally, are doing as well as can be expected under ex-
isting laws, They look after school interests with considerable care. While
10
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in many sections teachers’ wages have been lowered to a mr:hst unsatisfact- Seven to nine months’ school is taught in the varions districts. The
ory point, the boards of this county have, as a rule, paid fair wages. The pranches taught are those upon which teachers are required to be examined,
teachers’ pay ranges from $30 to $40 per month, in the rural schools, while and, in addition, civil government and book-keeping. In some townships
in the towns it is $10 to $50 per month for subordinate teachers, Teachers algebra and natural philosophy are required also.
in the high schools, principals and superintendents, receive greater com- Our teachers are making faithful efforts to comply with the law in refer-
pensation. ance to teaching physiology and hygiene. Few of them have been able to
While school boards in one or two townships have followed the unwise teach the subject in a manner that is satisfactory to themselves. In rooms
policy of paying all teachers the same wages, regardless of experience and containing but a single grade, there seems to be no difficulty in presenting
efficiency, most of our boards make a difference of five dollars per month ' the subject in an intelligent, interesting and effective manner; but in the
between those who carry first class certificates (these being experienced rural schools, composed of pupils whose ages range from five to twenty-one
teachers and of good scholarship) and those who carry second class. years, and whose acquirements are necessarily greatly varied, and in which
The financial management, in the main, is economical and wise. the daily recitations, before the law went into effect were already more
With few exceptions, our teachers appreciate their responsibilities. We numerous than was desirable, the matter is quite a diffizult one.
have a wide-awake, progressive corps. The majority of our teachers buy As I am about to retire from the office that I have held so long, I would
and read professional books, and all read educational papers. The spirit of offer a few suggestions.
self improvement is manifest everywhere, and the practice of preparing As improvement of teachers must precede the improvement of the schools,
each day’s work in advance is almost universal here. The monthly teach- [ think it would be wise for the State to establish and foster a system of
ers’ meetings and the normal institute are well attended. pormal schools. I believe that such an institution in each congressional
The normal institute has been graded for eight years, and a regular district would be well patronized, and the results would be valuable. These
course of study is pursued. Four years are required for completion of the schools should at least be accessible, and so numerous that teachers and
course. Teachers are promoted from one grade to another if they have at- others of small means may attend them with the minimum of expense. It
tended fifteen days during the term, and pass satisfactory examination. is believed that the graded establishment of these institutions would not be
Upon completion of the four years’ work, diplomas are granted. The first burdensome to the people. The beneficient influences that would go out
class was graduated in 1883. These teachers are leaders, and exert a wide- from them cannot be measured.
spread influence for good. A great hindrance to our work is the fact that directors are elected for
As girls of seventeen years are permitted to perform the functions of but one year. Every spring a new and inexperienced board takes charge of
teachers, girls of fifteen, who expect to make teaching their business, are affairs. As a 1esult, one board does not fully learn its duties before tis
encouraged to attend the institute and fit themselves, in some measure, for superseded by another, to the great detriment of the schools. Directors
the discharge of the grave duties of the teacher, before actually entering should be elected for three years, and in such manner that a majority of
upon the teacher’s work. The wisdom of this course has been demon- the board will always be old members. It seems to me that this s wholly
strated. in the interest of the people. Not only will the (inancial management be
The leading thonght, in the management of the institute, is the improve- better, but boards will feel more disposed to study the school problem, and
ment of teachers, by giving them such training, advice and instraction as will be able to carry out plans for improvement of the schools.
seems best suited to their needs. The normal institute is a valuable part I believe it is nearly the unanimous feeling among directors—especially in
of our school system, the rural districts—that they should receive compensation for their services.
The school-houses of the county are, as a rule, very well built. They are I share in that feeling. Directors spend several days for the public during
comfortable and well lighted. There are blinds on many of the houses; the the year for which they receive nothing. The public elects officers to do its
buildings are well painted and are kept in good repair. The interiors are work. It wants good work. It holds officers responsible, and is willing to
fairly well arranged. Not enough care has been taken in the selection of pay a reasonable sum for their services. With assurance of moderate com-
seats, and there is, generally, too little blackboard surface. Most of the pensation, some of the best men in the various districts would serve as di-
houses are supplied with Webster's Unabridged Dictionary, and many have rectors, while at present many of them decline to serve. In most cases, in
charts, maps and globes. No attention has been paid to ventilation in the the rural districts, ** the office seeks the man,” and in many instances can-
country school-houses, but most of those in the towns are reasonably well vasses A whole neighborhood before finding a man that will accept., As a
ventilated. matter of sentiment, the theory that every man should be willing to serve
The school grounds, generally, are fenced. and trees adorn the yards. There as school director, and to do it gratuitously, is all very good, but the practi-
are two privies on the grounds of nearly every school-house. These are cal fact is that comparatively few men are so inclined.

generally kept in repair, are clean, and unsullied by pencil of poet or artist.
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I think that provision should be made for stated meetings of school offi-
cers at the county seat. The meetings should be held once or twice a year,
and should be composed of the presidents or other representatives of the
boards, and the county superintendent. Districts not represented should
forfeit some portion of their school funds. At these meeting arrangements
can be made for all desirable uniformity of action by the various boards, offi-
cers will obtain a clearer conception of their duties, and plans for improve-
ment of the schools may be discussed. Thus will be secured more intelli-
gent action on the part of the boards, greater interest in the schools will be
awakened, and a general improvement will result.

School visitation is a matter of greatimportance. No superintendent can
personally supervise the workings of the schools in the most profitable way,
and also attend to the duties of the office. Indeed, could he give his whole
time to visitation, the number of schools in most counties is so great, and
distances to be traveled are such that he cannot make the impression upon
the sehools that is desirable. In this county 178 teachers are employed, and
they are scattered over an area of 576 square miles. To visit the schools of
the county once the superintendent must drive more than twenty-three
hundred miles. Were all these teachers in the schools of some city contain-
ing but a few square miles, where their work could easily be inspected, the
authorities would employ not only a superintendent at a good salary, but,
probably, an assistant superintendent. No one thinks such a course ex-
travagant, and it is not. Our duties toward the children of the country are
quite as imperative as toward those of the cities. Closer supervision is
needed in the country, for there, teachers, as a class, huve less experience
and fewer opportunities for improvement. There is less stability in country
school work, as most teachers change schools every term or two, and they
Jabor under the disadvantage of having all grades in their schools, from the
chart pupil to those studying higher arithmetic,ete. Theseare the teachers
and schools that most particularly need counsel and assistance.

Probably all thinking persons agree.

First. That the schools need close supervision; they should be visited
often, and

Second. That one person cannot do all that may profitably be done in this
direction.

No form of supervision has ever been suggested thit is so effective as
visitation, provided the visits be made often.

After more than eight years experience in the office of county superin-
tendent, 1 am quite convinced that, if it does not now exist, power should
be given to school boards of two, three or four townships jointly to employ
a superintendent for their townships. This superintendent should be made
accountable to the county superintendent, to whom he should report as often
as required. The expense of such sub-superintendency would not be great.
The benefits to be derived from the employment of superintendents are
manifold. I will not discuss them here. In all large enterprises, requiring
many workers, the services of more than one supervisor is found necessary.
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1 do not think that educational work is an exception. It is no longer a
guestion if the county superintendency shall be abolished; but rather, shall
the superintendent’s hands be strengthened, and his power for usefulness

be enlarged.

CEDAR COUNTY.

BY MRS, A. N. FILSON.

—_—

For eleven years past Cedar county has honored ladies with the office of
 County Superintendent of Common Schools.” To refer to the progress of
education it is necessary to refer to the chief agencies which we claim pro-
duced the progress. The first step taken to bring about an educational
revolution was subjecting all the teachers of the county to a rigid examina-
tion. This reduced the number of teachers about one-third and raised
them in value proportionately. This has been adhered to strictly, and it
has not only raised the value of teachers, but has kept many boys and girls
in school for more thorough preparation than they would otherwise have
made. Five graded schools send out graduates, year after year, who are
well prepared to take the places open to high school graduates, either in
our colleges or University or in the different vocations of life,

Our rural distriet schools are nearly all using Welch’s Classification Reg-
ister and its accompanying ** Course of Study, Revised.”” This is proving
a great benefit in securing a degree of uniformity and system which was
entirely abseat previous to its adoption.

While we realize that much good has been accomplished by the introdue-
tion of this work, vet we see the necessity of constant supervision and
earneat effort to bring about the best results that can be attained. Five
district schools have sent out graduates who are now teachers. This proves
conclusively that the common school branches can be completed in our
district schools and it has a tendency to increase the attendance of our
older pupils.

The teachers’ normal institute convenes once a year and is organized on
the plan of a normal or, training school. We have adopted the State
course of study for institutes and find that it is working wonders—teachers
as well as pupils work better with an end in view. We aim to make each
recitation a model one, and then give a few minutes at the close for ques-
tions and discussion. In the course of study outlined for the institute,
each year we suggest work to be prepared before the beginning of the ses-
sion. We also catalogue the names of all who attend normal, giving the
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grade to which each student belongs. This furnishes school boards inform-
ation regarding the qualifications of teachers.

To me it seems that the normal institute fills a place that cannot be filled
in any other way until the law compels special preparation for teaching.
That we attempt too much is probably the greatest mistake made by super-
{ntendents and instructors at these short terms of the normal institute,
yet even a training school could not correct and remedy the defects found
in many schools as easily as the normal institute can under the judicious
management of a superintendent who is well acquainted with the condition
of the schools and the teachers who teach them.

We are well provided with school-houses. On an area of five hundred
and seventy-six (576) square miles we have one hundred and seventy-two
schools. The older buildings are being supplanted by new ones of modern
style and improvement. They vary in size according to the prospective
needs of the district at the time of building. The interior of the best ones
is reached through a door that opens into an ante-room at the end of the
building next to the public highway. This ante-room is four feet wide and
one-third as long as the end of the school-room. This leaves a recess on
each side of the ante-room in the main room, and these recesses are provided
with hooks for wraps, shelves for dinner pails and apparatus, and a table
for water pail, basin, cup, etc. The rostrum occupies, about four feet of
width the entire length of the ante-room and adjoining it. The lighting is
dorie by means of three windows on each side and is regulated by blinds or
shades or both. The heating in our district schools is done by means of
stoves heated with wood or coal. As to ventilation, the teacher is expected
to devise means for ventilating the school-room. In the buildings uged for
graded schools ample provision is made for ventilation, but in the rural dis-
tricts where the younger and inexperienced teachers are employed the mat-
ter is entirely overlooked by those who have had it in charge. Ample funds
are provided for securing the ordinary comforts of the sehool-room, and in
gsome districts conveniences such as sufficient black-board room, dictionary,
charts, maps, globe, ete., are found.

The lack of these things is not for want of funds, but simply because it
ia neglected by those who have the power to purchase them, or through
such frequent changes of officers the responsibility is shifted from year to
year until we find it hard to convince our directors that such things are ne-
cessities, -

Great improvement has been made in the general condition of the school
grounds. Teachers and their pupils usually see to keeping them in order,
and with a few exceptions the acre or more of land belonging to each dis-
trict is neat, provided with two out-houses in good condition, well fenced,
has shade trees to the number of twelve or more, and a good well of water.

The average length of time sach distriet is provided with school is eight
months yearly. This is divided into terms according to the needs of the
district. Where a majority of the pupils are young the most time is given
to the summer terms. We discourage the idea of having schools in session
during the months of July and August, and favor beginning the fall term
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about the 1st of September, with a teacher who can teach the winter term,
and, with two short vacati s, teach six months without change of teachers.

Teachers’ salaries for the summer and the winter terms differ from ten to
@fteen dollars per month. ~For summer the average salary paid is twenty-
seven dollars, and for winter thirty-seven dollars per month. This applies
to the rural districts only, as our graded schools pay from three hundred
and sixty to five hundred dollars for school year of nine months, to teachers
under the position of prineipal, and principals received from six hundred to
one thousand dollars per annum.

The common school branches are all taught, and in a number of schools
elementary algebra, physical geography, and civil government are pursued
during the winter terms. Drawing and penmanship are taught in every
school in the county. All the vocal music we have is what our teachers
and papils can furnish without professional instruction, as very few of our
teachers are prepared to teach this subject. Hygienic physiology, in com-
pliance with State law of 1886, is taught in every school, but not to all
pupils. There is still some opposition to obeying the law in spirit while we
insist on its being carried out to the letter, but in my opinion we have no
more opposition than is necessary to keep up a lively interest in this sub-
ject.

We have six teachers in this county, this summer, that are not provided
with schools, and at least twenty-five teachers from adjoining counties who
were induced to come here by the salary offered. Oae township (Gower)
has adopted a uniform series of text-books during the past year, and at
least twenty-five new unabridged dictionaries have been purchased during
that time for the district schools. We see a great many things that are not
as they should be, but believe that we are bringing about a system of classi-
fication and gradation for the district schools that will lift them above the
uncertain and unsatisfactory manner in which the work has been and is
still conducted in many schiools. It is a work not of a day or a year, but a
growth that requires constant and earnest supervision. To this end, I shall
employ my best efforts, and earnestly hope to see the day when a certain
course of study can be completed in the district schools with as much bene-
fit to students as the same 'work'in our graded schools.

CERRO GORDO COUNTY.

BY A. W. WEIR.

Our normal institutes were organized in two divisions, one for beginners
and the other for teachers of extended experience. In each we have aimed
to include the essentials for teaching, for the majority of the members
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would teach during the year following, and would need, therefore, help in
all the yarious kinds of school work awaiting them. We gave more time to
reading, language and arithmetic than to the other branches, because these
branches are more exvensively taught and needed in our schools. In the
instruction given at our institute we have made methods the main objeet;
for in that respect our teachers are generally most deficient, and we have
applicants enough who have guflicient knowledge of the branches and have
the academic training. The tendencies of normal institute instruction are
away from the elementary work, and yet it is this that is needed almost ex-
clusively in our rural schools, and that is often very poorly taught and un-
derstood. Our teachers need to be told more explicitly what to do, how to
work for definite ends and results, and how to systematize their pupils’

work.
Our school houses are mostly frame. Some are well built, some very

poor; the average is of fair construction. The heating is very good, except
that the heads are apt to be altogether too warm whide the feet are uncom-
fortably cold, sometimes actually freezing. There is usually an abundance
of light, but from both sides of the room. The ventilation of our school
houses is deplorable, In the poorly-built ones the air circulates through
the walls freely but not properly, especially on a windy day. In those
which are well built there is upt to be an utter want of frash air much of
the time, the teacher not noticing the gradual vitiation of the air in the
room, The windows and doors seem to be the only means for ventilation,
and these are often unsuitable on account of drafts and sudden changes of
temperature. The cheap appendages of windows, for ventilating purposes,
are mostly a matter of theory only, promulgated at teachers’ gatherings,
and not generally put in practice. Most of our school houses are otherwise
reasonably comfortable; some are really elegant; a few are quite uncom-
fortable and neglected.

The general condition of the grounds of most of our schools is very sat-
isfactory—dry, grassy, clean, and well-kept. A good supply of shade trees

{s tound on many of them. Fences are wanting in many instances. The

out-houses are very often in so bad a condition as to be a matter of serious
alarm. The teachers no doubt fail to look after this matter sufficiently, or
fail to find a way to remedy the evil; perhaps because these are delicate and
unpleasant duties.

Our school year consists usually of seven months, divided into two nearly
equal terms, although the division into three terms—winter, spring and fall
—is rapidly coming into favor. The salaries range from $22 to $35 per
month. * In most of the rural schools the common branches only are taught.
In penmanship there has been a great lack of teaching, but we are moving
forward. In regard to hygienic physiology, according to State law of 1886,
1 can report a general willingness and great effort on the part of our teach-
ars and directors to comply with the law, but 1t took some time for them to
understand fully how to do it.

It seems that the visiting of our schools by the county superintendent is
insufficient, for want of time. But under the present arrangements and
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multiplicity of duties, no great change in this particular can be effected.
The usual teachers’ examinations, too, seem inadequate to distinguish be-
tween successful teachers and others. The directors are not always careful
to employ the best teachers at their command. But above all, we need uni-
formity of text-books in each school, so that we shall have, at last, not more
than one kind of readers of the same number or grade in the same school.
We sometimes have four or more fourth readers or third readers in the
same school. If our next legislature would only give permission to our
school boards to purchase and own the readers, if not all the text-books,
needed in their respective schools, it would help our schools more than any-
thing else could. The present law of forcing district uniformity has been
thoroughly tried here and has signally failed. I fear that a forced county
or State uniformity would not be much better.

CHEROKEE COUNTY.

BY H. B. STREVER.

CONDITION AND PROGRESS OF EDUCATION.

The educational work of this county is in a fairly prosperous condition
Parents generally manifest greater interest in school work than at any t!mi;
in the past. Better teachers and better schools are demanded in many sec-
tions of the county. Our greatest drawback is the lack of thorough and
experienced teachers. With a uniform series of text-books in general use
& course of study generally followed, and a growing interest in school worl£

on the part of parents, pupils and teachers, the outlook for the future is not
at all discouraging.

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

Orgatzizatio:u—ln the organization of our institute we follow as closely
as p?salble the graded course of study recommended for normal institutes

Aims.—The objects ever kept in view in this county are (1) to give teach-.
ers a thorough review of all the common school branches, and (2) to enable
them to become well grounded in principles and methods or teaching.

e p "!f pl’lm 9 -

BCHOOL-HOUSES.

Construction.— With only two exceptions our sehool-houses are built of

wood. ;I;he majority of them are of suitable size and substantially built,
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Heating and lighting.—All country school-houses are heated with stoves
and lighted from the sides.

Ventilation.—But little attention has been given to ventilation, the doors
and windows being the chief reliance for ventilation in nearly every schoo]

building,
Comfort and convenience.—In internal arrangements comfort and conven-

ience have been considered.
GROUNDS.

Uondition.—But little attention has been given to the improvement of
school grounds. But little will be done till the grounds are fenced. One
township only, Oherokee, has fenced school grounds. Many trees have been
set out but in many instances they have not been properly protected and in

consequence have been destroyed.
Out-houses for boys and girls have generally been provided and are as a

rule in fair condition.

SCHOOLS.

Length of terms —In village schools 9 months is the rule; in country
schools the average is now about 74 months.

Teachers’ salaries.—Teachers’ salaries range from $20 to $40 per month in
country districts. First-class teachers receive from $28 to $40 per month;
gecond-class, from $25 to $32 ; and third class, from $20 to $28.

Branches.—The common school branches alone are regularly taught in
country schools. Drawing is beginning to receive some attention in nearly
all our schools. Our school boards have made an effort to comply with the

law in reference to hygienic physiology.

CHICKASAW COUNTY,

BY A. O. MC FARLAND.

The schools of Chickasaw county have never been in a more prosperous
condition than at present. Our people have never before more fully realized
the truth of Gen. Grant’s terse statement made some years ago in our
capital eity than they do at present, viz , ** the free school is the promoter
of that intelligence which is to preserve us a free people.”

Qur schools were classified some six years ago and a * classification regis-
ter " and * course of study ' adopted by the school boards throughout the
county. This has proved to be an excellent plan. Common school diplomas
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have been granted to some ninety boys and girls, and we expect to have
several graduating classes during the present term.

A teachers’ library association was organized in August, 1883, We have
at present eighty-four members of this association, and our library contains
nearly ninety volumes. Much good has been accomplished by means of this
organization. Many of our best teachers have read a large number of pro-
fessional works. )

In eight of the twelve townships of this county we have a uniform series
of text-books, and a number of schools in the other four townships have
adopted the standard series.

Applicants for teachers’ certificates are required to secure an average
standing of eighty per cent for a third class certificate, eighty-five per cent
for a second class, and ninety per cent for a first class. This standard
enables the superintendent to reject many who might reach an average of
seventy per cent, which is the standard for third class certificates in a
majority of counties of the State, and still have teachers enough to fill the
schools. It,has a tendency to make applicants more thorough before they
attempt to secure a certificate.

The first exhibit of school work, in connection with our county fair, was
made last fall, in 1886, Twenty-two schools were represented nn& the
sample work attracted much attention. t

TEACHERS’ NORMAL INSTITUTE.

The spring normal institute of 1886 was well attended, a
yand our teachers

showed a strong interest in the work, but the spring normal institute of
1887 was the largest in the history of Chickasaw county.

This increased attendance over former years I attribute largely to the
gl:n ofmtgradtng the institute, which was adopted during the last session

e interest was excellent and the best of feeling pre "
thats et g prevailed throughout the

In our institute work here we are seeking to advance our teachers in
scholarship and to present to them the best plans of teaching. The methods
emp.loyed are of practical value to teachers. A model school of primary
pupils has been an important and valuable feature of our institutes.

BCHOOL-HOUSES,

Tl?f the 117 school buildings in this county all but two are frame buildings.
© rooms are all heated by stoves, except six rooms in the N ashua school

::::i;lll :Fa heated by furnace. Ina majority of cases the arrangements fDl"

‘entilating are very imperfect. The only means of ad

being the door and windows. R SR

Tlfi’e have pat«_ant seats in perhaps ninety or ninety-five of these buildings,
eére are no district libraries yet, and in perhaps one-fourth of the schools

there is not, enough blackboard space,
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GROUNDS.

Most of the grounds are fenced and trees have been planted. There
are. however, a few of the districts that have neglected to set Tlut. tr:;?i o

'];he outbuildings are not at all what they should be, in p(?aef.lpzo

Jiwools of the county. There should be some means prow- compel
B('h | officers to furnish separate outbuildings for boys and girls. ln some
acia::I have found it necessary to make urgent appeals to sclhoul du‘ef;:,org
in order to get them to repair these privies, and even personal appeals have

sometimes failed.
SCHOOLS.

In the rural schools of the county the average time taught during 1886

6.8 months. :
w?;eachera salaries are low. The average salary for 1886 being only $28 20

in the rural districts the average salary was
:;; 3(?.8 ?i‘l;:aazz::tg‘g:f:s.l:vhieh are correct if the district aectatmiies
rep;:nrts are reliable, show that our people are not paying the teachers living
mﬁﬁfe branches in which teachers are required to pass an examination&
except theory and practice of teaching, are tau.ght. In a few, m:.tt. tlao excee :
three or four of the district schools, algebra is taught, while eivi govemt
ment and word analysis are taught in perhaps some twelve or ﬁrt{]aen 0
these schools. In our graded schools a number o_f tl?e higher branches are
taught. Drawing is taught in a very few ?E our district schools. i
Hygienic physiology, in compliance with the recent enach;nan o o
General Assembly, is taught in nearly all of our schoolaj. but in mnng 5
tricts the boards have taken no action in the matter, leaving the teacher

give oral instruction in this branch.

REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS.

In my opinion a circular prepared by the Superinbend.ent. of Publu; ::-
struction, and showing the average salaries paid baac}iers in & nu ml'}er 0. ma
counties of our State, and also the average salary paid for the entire Stsi d
might, if printed in sufficient number 150 reach all school officers, tend to in

g in some of our counties.
crﬁ&;:l::vee“t'ﬁi the average for certificates throughout the State might b:
raised to eighty per cent for third class certificates and eighty five per cen

for second class.
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CLARKE COUNTY.

—

BY J. J. TAYLOR.

There is an increasing interest taken in education in this county, though
it is by no means as great as should be.

The increasing interest is shown by a better attendance at normal insti-
tute, more and better school journals are taken by the teachers, same teach-
ers are Taising their grade at examination, more parents are visiting their
schools, and teachers are attending higher institutions of learning to become
familiar with the higher branches. :

Before January, 1886, no classification existed in the country schools,
pupils were allowed to pursue their studies with irregularity, making a
hobby of one brauch and neglecting others, no record was kept of standing
and advancement of pupils, and each succeeding teacher was compelled to
begin and organize his school as if it were the first taught in the district.
Now there is a course of study, prepared especially for the schools of this
county, and a classification register in every rural school in county.

Teachers (with exception of a few antideluvians) are much pleased with
change, and are giving the work their hearty support. Fourteen completed
the course and received diplomas at close of spring term; several of these
are now attending the high school at Osceola and other places. Have also
graded or normal institutes; two classes have finished course of study, one
in 1886, the other in 1887, and received diplomas.

The change in the plan of normal institutes has also met with approbation
of our teachers, shown by an increased attendance. Knowing more teachers
fail in their work from poor methods than from any other cause, the instruc-
tors who were chosen were able to give the teacher the newest and most
natural methods for imparting instruction. Particular attention was given to
didactics and language. One feature of our normal institute was an ** ingti-
tute exhibit,” the first ever held in the county. It consisted of all kinds of
drawings, composition and language work, letters of all kinds, examination
papers, topic books, sets of books from book-keeping classes in the rural
schools, biographies, ete.

In rural districts in most places school boards and teachers are trying to
improve appearance of grounds in different ways. ‘“‘Arbor Day” was ob-
served by a number of teachers by appropriate exercises.

Length of term in country schools about seven months. Teachers are not

80 well paid as should be, but in the near future the salaries of deserving
teachers will be raised.
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Teachers are giving all the common branches more attention and trying
to have the pupils become regular in the course of study.

In several rural schools several of the higher branches are taught, but one
or two of those who received diplomas but had studied algebra, civil goy-
ernment, natural philosopy and physical geography; several had studied
book-keeping.

Teachers are required to give fifteen minutes daily drill in penmanship,
But little attention is given as yet to vocal musie, but most teachers have a
gong mornings at opening exercises and after noon.

Considerable attention is given to both map and physical drawings. The
Electic system is introduced in all grades of the Murray schools.

The teachers are generally complying with the new school law requiring
the teaching of hygienic physiology.

Most of the school buildings are in fair condition and a good many are
being furnished with apparatus.

-

CLAY COUNTY.

BY G. 8. MANN.

In entering upon the duty of making a report to you of ** The Condition
and Progress of Eduecation” in Clay county, I do so with a feeling of ina-
bility to do justice to the subject. However I will give you a few thoughts
upon the subject that may serve to give you some idea of our growth and
prosperity during my residence in the county. I have been a resident of
Clay county for sixteen years, coming to the county in the spring of 1871
At that time school-houses were few and far between. The few settlers
that were then here were mostly of an intelligent class of people, and at
once took steps to organize schools. Our first schools were held in the
kitchen or bed-room of some enthusiastic settler, and consisted of the ehil-
dren of the former and perhaps those of one or two of his neighbors, and
the teacher in many cases was the good wife of the settler, or perhaps his
daughter. A table and a bench or two, or a few stools, constituted the fur-
niture, and for books we used any kind that came to hand, several little lads
ofttimes reading from the same book. With little money, grasshoppers and
poor crops, for a few years the wheels of progress in education moved
slowly, but by diligence and perseverance, and an undying interest in edu-
cation we have lived to see our prairies dotted with fine school-houses, furn=
ished with the best furniture manufactured. We have steadily grown and
increased in wealth until we now have over one hundred schools in Clay
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county, presided over by a class of teachers that will compare favorably
with those of the older portions of our State.

We held our first normal institute in the fall of 1873. At that time the
institute seemed an experiment, and our teachers did little more than listen
to the oral instruction given by the instructor in charge.

The teachers did not know what was expected of them, and the instructor
did not understand their needs, and so both worked at a disadvantage.
Gradually we have improved upon the plan of conducting our normal
schools, until they are now short training schools, in which the teachers are
the pupils, and we assign them lessons daily. Thoroughly reviewing them
in their studies, and doing some advance work each year. The normal in-
stitutes are a power for good in my opinion. They serve to unify the work
throughout the county; bring teachers in contact with each other; broaden
the idea of our teachers; give them an opportunity to exchange ideas, and
create a desire on their part to reach forth ahelping hand and assista needy
brother,

SCHOOL HOUSES.

Our sehool houses are all of wood, and though we have some old rookeries
our houses are, as a rule, good commodious houses, supplied with fair out-
buildings. Our country school sites all contain one acre of land, and many
of them have been surrounded with trees, and the others will be as 800N as
the land can be suitably subdued and prepared.

Our houses are nearly all heated by coal stoves, and ventilated by dropping
the windows,

We have two graded schools in the county: Omne at Spencer, with eight
rooms, and one at Peterson, with two rooms. Our Spencer schools are heated
gy a furnace in the basement. No means of ventilation except by the win-

OW8.

We have ten months school in our graded schools and seven months in
our country schools per annum, Teachers’ salaries range from $35 to $45
per month in the graded schools, with $100 per month to the prineipal of the
school, to $25 and $30 per month for the country teachers. Only the com-
mon school branches required by law are taught in our eountry schools.
Penmanship has been sadly neglected, drawing and vocal music also have
not received the attention they deserve. We are making an effort to bring
up the rear on penmanship this season, with falr promise of success. I
think all our schools will cheerfully conform to school law of 1886, with ref-
erence to the study of physiology and hygiene, with special reference to the
effects of stimulants and narcotics upon the human system,

GENERAL REMARKS.

The bane of our common schools is, we have no teachers that enter the
work as a vocation. The salaries paid to teachers will not warrant any per-
son of energy in entering the work for any length of time. Consequently,
our best teachers are constantly dropping out, and their places are being
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filled by young and inexperienced teachers True, we are paying out a vast
amount of money for education each year, but at the same time we are
putting forth a vast amount of effort and doing a vast amount of labor, and
[ claim that the teachers, a8 a class, are the poorest paid laborers—

into consideration the time and outlay of money required to prepare them
to perform their labor—of any class on the face of God’s green earth. “How
10 be happy, though married,” is the title of a recently published book, and
which, by the way, is the best thing about it It might be in order for some
experienced person to write upon the theme, “‘How to live, though a
teacher.” The great need of the hour is better teachers for our country
schools, and better pay for their services.

CLAYTON COUNTY.

BY O. H. SMART.

The Clayton county normal institute was organized in August, 181,
with an enrollment of 169. A session has been held each year since its
organization, and we ocould not well dispense with it without serious injury
to our schools. Our aim is to improve our teachers and instruct them in
methods of teaching.

The school houses in the county are, with but few exceptions, frame or
brick, and are in very good condition. The buildings erected for school pur-
poses during the past few years were built with a view to comfort and con-
venience, and each year some old stone or frame structures give way to neat
and commodious buildings.

There are three school houses in the county, in which furnaces are used ;
others are provided with common stoves. Generally, there are no special
preparations for ventilation.

The general condition of school grounds is good, and that of out-houses

about average.
A majority of districts have their school lots fenced, and have complied

with the law relating to shade trees and barbed wire.

The average length of school in the rural distriets is about seven months
in the year, and in town schools, nine months.

In the rural schools but little is taught besides the common branches.
Some attention is given to drawing. During the institutes of 1885-86, in-
struction in drawing was given by an experienced teacher, and teachers are
making good use of the knowledge gained.

Hygienic physiology is being taught in all schools in this county as well as
possible. When the law was passed a large majority were not prepared to
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comply with it; but to their credit it must be said that they have, as a gen-
eral thing, tried to prepare for teaching the subject, and are now doing
fairly.

In conclusion, I will say our teachers are improving and the schools
advancing, and it is our constant aim to make them Ltetter.

CLINTON COUNTY.

BY GEO. B, PHELPS,

In response to your request for a report of the condition and progress of
education in this county, I beg leave to submit the following: In this
county we have 319 teachers actually employed in our publie schools, beside
several private institutions in which a number of instructors are engaged.
Each year a four weeks session of normal institute is held. This time is
divided between the three different sections of the county. Eastern, cen-
tral and western. Our aim in Institute work is to educate the teachers in
the latest and most improved methods of instruction and at the same time
to refresh in their minds the leading points in the various branches taught.
We endeavor to make this work in methods practical, and to give to the
teachers such suggestions as can be put into every day use in the school-
room I have endeavored in attaining this end to secure instructors fa-
miliar with the work of our country and village schools and not those who
have only a theoretical and visionary knowledge of our needs.

Our school-houses in the main are comfortable and reasonably well con-
structed with reference to light and ventilation. We still have a few of the
lingering relics of early days in the shape of the old time, wooden benched,
and badly ventilated houses, but year by year the number grows smaller,
In many districts the school grounds are all that they could be wished—
large, well fenced, nicely shaded and well kept. In a much larger number
of cases they are in a very unsatisfactory condition. I feel that the Arbor
Day eircular letter from the State Department did much good this year and
trust it will be repeated each year in the future. Many districts have not
complied with the law as to the number of trees on their grounds. Fences
and out houses are in very many cases in a dilapidated condition. I feel
that in too many cases our directors pay but little attention to such matters
:ud“wiah there was some advisable means of calling their attention to these
ac

Eight months is the usual length of school year in our rural districts, yet
in two townships the board have voted a ten months school and in three

others they have nine. Nine months is the usual length of time for village
12
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schools. Teachers salaries vary considerably. In the summer will per
haps average twenty-five dollars per month in rural schools, and in the win-
ter thirty-three dollars. I believe without an exception our schools are
complying with the new law as to the teacling of hygienic physiology.

During the past two years we have attempted a pretty thorough grada-
tion and classification of our country and village schools. We have formy-
lated a course of study for the smaller graded schools of the county, and
have secured the use of a classification register for the rural schools. I
have each year visited all of the schools of the county once, and many of
them a second time. We have a county teachers’ association, and have held
several very interesting meetings during the past year. I feel that some
progress has been made but much yet remains to be done.

CRAWFORD COUNTY.

BY M. M. MCALPIN.

NORMAL INSTITUTES.

The first institute held in this county convened in August, 1873, with an
enrollment of 46 teachers. The enrollment of the present session was 196,
We are seeking through the normal to awaken in the teacher a higher ap-
preciation of the profession; also the adoption of all the best methods of
imparting instruction. This year I employed a lady of experience in pri-
mary work to give special training to teachers in this work. I think pri-
mary instruction is something in which country teachers are quite deficient,
normal institutes should give prominence to this work for several years to
come,

SCHOOL-HOUSES—CONSTRUCTION OF.

Most of the school-houses of this county are well built. The average di-
mensions of the country school-house is about 18x28, well lighted and
ventilated, and furnished with a sufficient number of modern school-desks
for the comfort and convenience of the pupils. Many of the schools, how-
ever, are deficient in apparatus, and this deficiency has been very detri-
mental to the progress of our schools.

The school-houses in the towns are all fine, substantial buildings, supplied
with all the modern conveniences and apparatus. The brick building
erected in Denison, in 1872, cost $17,000. There are 170 school-houses in
the county.
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GROUNDS.

One acre is the general allotment for school purposes, and is always se-
lected at the corner of four sections which form the subdistrict. The
school-house sites in this county are, as a rule, very flne,

OUT-HOUSES.

Most of the out-houses are well taken care of, but the condition of a few
are a disgrace to the whole community. I seeno remedy for amelioration of
this nuisance only the election of the very best men in the community as

subdirectors.
FENCES.

Some yards are well fenced, others poorly, and still others not at all,
Hitching-posts should be placed outside of every school-house fence, at
about a distance of six feet from the fence,

TREES.

Most districts have complied with the law in this matter, and there are
from 8 to 25 trees in almost every yard in the county.

SCHOOLS.

The average length of terms for the county is about 8¢ months for the
year. The average salary is about $28 for the summer term and $38 for
winter, in the district schools, and an average of $45 for the year in the
town schools. We employ 180 teachers during 84 months each year, All
the common branches are taught in almost every school, while algebra,
natural philosophy, and some other of the higher branches, are taught in
the graded schools. Every township reports a compliance with the law in
regard to the teaching of the effects of stimulants and nareotics on the hu-
man system. Our schools are all in splendid condition. Teachers are be-
ginning to take more interest in their work, and, taken all together, I think
the schools of our county will compare tavorably with any in the State.

DAVIS COUNTY.

BY R. M. ANDERSON.

[ am glad to be able to report the educational interests of Davis county in
A prosperous and thriving condition. Many districts have a pride in their
schools and elect school officers who are sch’ol men and who understand
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that it is the wish of the patrons to secure only the best teachers and assist
them to classify the schools so as to obtain the best yesults

These schools have attracted so much attention to the work accomplished
that the good work will, in time, spread uniformly over the entire county,
and the ** little leaven will leaven the whole lamp,’ if properly cared for,

The work of classifying and grading has been successfully carried out in
the districts where the best scholarship has been reached, and in the last
three years about sixty pupils have completed the common school courss of
study from the country schools.

At first some objections were urged against classification examination,
etc., expense of paper, and the old, old story, *‘ examinations are too straig-
ing on the minds of the pupils—excitement too great, ete.”

But since parents and school officers have observed the wonderful advance-
ment made in penmanship, use of capital letters, punctuation, spelling in
manuscript and ability to express thought in writing, brought about by this
method of teaching, the expense of material is considered a trifling matter,

Practical application of principles and rules produce better effects than
theorizing and memorizing and secure more lasting results.

The examinations have stimulated the schools to earnest work during the
entire terms. The successful teachers have caused no undue excitement, or
strain upon their pupils in this work, and the embarrassed and timid pupils
have been strengthened and encouraged by their use. Papils who are in-
clined to being timid and nervous must sooner or later get over these faults,
and the teacher who can not aveid the excitement thus produced falls so
much short of a successful teacher. Reviews and examinations of some
character are found in all successful schools

Our teachers’ normal institute has been organized on the graded plan for
three years. The course of study runs through four years, and is similar to
the one recommended for use throughout the State.

Those teachers who complete the course with satisfactory results and hold
first-class certificates are given diplomas.

Since this organization in the institute work, the attendance has been
much increased and much more regular.

Nearly every teacher has worked to complete the course, and the instrue-
tors have been better able to give suitable work to each division, owing to
the more uniform ability of the teachers in each division

The greatest objection to the institute work is the short term and want of
compulsion in attendance by law,

Nearly all onr school buildings are frame—size of sufficient capacity to
comfortably accommodate forty to sixty pupils, lighted from each side,
window sash constructed to be raised and lowered. Blackboards across one
end of building, and in many buildings are made also between windows on
side walls.

Lately the buildings are being lined and ceiled, as plastered walls last but
a short time.

Our best blackboards are made of well seasoned broad boards, and when
dressed and well painted make a lasting and good surface.
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The school buildings are generally well supplied with seats and teacher's
desk; but I am sorry to note that but few of our schools are supplied with
maps, charts, globes, etc. However many of our teachers have supplied
themselves in this direction and go to their schools prepared to work.

Since the law has required the planting of shade trees, most distriets have
fenced their school grounds and have thrifty groves that add much to the
beauty and comfort of the school house sites. A few boards have neglected
to comply with the law. The school boards have given attention to condi-
tion of out buildings and see that they are decent and free from obscens
and improper language.

But a few districts maintain more than the six months term of school in
each year.

Teacher’s salaries range from twenty-five to forty dollars per month in the
rural districts. In some instances wages are paid according to the success
of the teacher, but most generally are established by the board without re-
gard to applicant.

The course of study in our country and village schools includes no more
than the common branches, that is, those upon which teachers are required
to pass for certificates.

Sinee an effort has been made to grade the country schools, more attention
is being paid to taking the regular course of study, and the law requiring
the teaching of the effects of alecohol, stimulants, narcotics, ete., is being
generally observed, and will assist in breaking up the old idea that “reading,
rithmetic and riting " are the only necessary branches to be taught.

I said in the beginning that our schools are in a prosperous condition. I
mean that the school feeling is good. We have many excellent schools dis-
tributed throughout the county that are doing their work in educating the
disinterested, and school boards have learned that the best teachers are es-
sential for the best schools, and in many districts the successful teachers are
retained several terms in succession, or are sought for instead of waiting
for applications,

The interest in school work is growing more general, and although our
county has suffered on account of wet and dry seasons that have influenced
the wages paid teachers, yet the parents are interested in educating their
children, and the feeling is strong for good schools.
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DECATUR COUNTY.

BY JULIA B. HOADLEY.

There is so much that needs improving in the educational work of Deca-
tur county that my report may not give full eredit to the really excellent
work which has been done. There is a very healthy sentiment among our
teachers for better preparation for their work and the majority are doing
faithful service. .

Educational meetings have been well attended and much interest mani-
fested.

An attempt has been made to grade the rural schools. As we might ex-
pect, there is opposition; but we believe that system is necessary to the
welfare of the schools and shall continue to urge the matter until we can
prove our position by actual results. .

Indifference in school matters is the great sin which breeds many deplor-
able results.

A normal institute has been held every summer sinoe 1573 and last year
the course of study recommended by the State Department, was put in op-
eration with most gratifying results. The teachers hke it.

We seek to accomplish fitting our teachers for doing more efficient work
in the school room. Promotions are based on scholarship and attendance,

I think there should be a uniformity throughout the State in regard to re-
quirements for promotion and graduation. A normal diploma, granted on
the basis of attendance is of little value. I think a normal diploma should
be an instrument of suflicient worth and dignity to entitle the holder toa
certificate in any county of the State. y

Several school buildings have been erected in the past two years. Con-
venience is not always taken into consideration in their construction. Too
little floor space for the number of seats used, is a prevalent fault. Grounds,
out houses, fences and trees are somewhat neglected.

The school year averages about seven months and is usually divided into
two terms. The wages paid are not such as to induce the most enterprising
to remain in the profession. Grammar is most neglected of the common
branches. Hygienic physiology is very gradually coming into use.

Intelligent supervision is the great need of our schools and one person is
wholly unable, under the present management, to carefully supervise 135
schools. I hope the time will come when we will have independent town-
ship organizations and a township superintendent in each such organization.
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DELAWARE COUNTY.

BY H. G. MILLER.

Delaware county has from the beginning of her history been active and
progressive in all matters educational. The people who settled upon her
fair prairies and along her woodlands have from the first realized that
neither a county nor a State can be such in the fullest sense of the term
nor continue long to exist even in name unless her pillars are set firmly
upon the basal rock of education.

At the present time the interest in education on the part of patrons, offi-
cers and teachers is gradually increasing, and in consequence the conditions
for the prosecution of school work are improving, until our schools may,
we believe, without boasting, be classed as equal to those of the sister coun-
ties of Iowa.

There have been no revolutions in methods or means of education here,
but a steady forward movement has throughout our history been main-
tained,

NORMAL INSTITUTE.

In 1873, before the State law providing for Normal Institutes was passed,
Supt. W, H. Merten held an institute of two weeks duration at Delaware.
The methods employed in conducting it were somewhat similar to those in
vogue at the present time, and that, with several others held in different
parts of the State at the same time, became the forerunners of the present
normal institute, so successfully condueted in every county of the State,
Through the normal institute in this county it has ever been the aim to
better prepare teachers and those intending to teach for their great work.
Also to inspire a professional ambition in the minds of all, and to rally and
organize the educational forces of the county. To the above ends, teach-
ers have been urged to spare no pains to be present at the institute, and
atud.y throughout the year has been advised. The work at the sessions of
the institute has been upon both the subject matter of the branches and
methods of instruction. Many who attend these institutes are not suffi-
ciently proficient in the branches to make professional knowledge possible.
To this class the subject matter has been made the more prominent, on the
ground that what to teach must be known before a knowledge of how to
teach the same can be made intelligible. With those of experience and
suﬁlcl.ent attainments, professional knowledge has been made the more
Prominent and subject matter incidental. Our institute is divided into
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four classes, according to the experience in teaching, number of institutes
attended, scholarship, ete. Recitations are so conducted as to make the
work instructive in both subject matter and in methods of teaching. The
work done in the various classes is also modified to suit their several wants
and attainments, and in the * fourth year class’™ some branches not taken
up in the ordinary public schools have been added, such as geology, algebra,
history of the world, drawing, literature, ete.

SCHOOL- HOUSES.

Many new school-houses have been recently built, and the old property is
being replaced by that constructed upon modern plans. Greater attention
is being paid to the proper lighting and to the healthfulness of the build-
ings. The ceilings are much higher than in the old buildings, being in the
houses recently built from twelve to fourteen feet. The windows are large,
giving ample light, while the black-boards and other conveniences are more
plentiful. However, in several of our districts, there yet remain the old
and inconvenient houses and furniture, that long since ought to have given
place to that better suited to school purposes.

GROUNDS.

Until recently the public have been altogether too lax in their care of
gchool grounds, and undoubtedly this is manifest in other counties than our
own. 'Too often in neighborhoods made up of people of wealth, where the
houses and grounds surrounding them are tastefully ornamented, present-
ing every evidence of refinement, the school houses and grounds are neg-
lected, and are not in keeping with the taste displayed elsewhere in the com-
munity. It has seemed that in many districts, utility, without one thought
of taste and ornament, is the sole object sought in building the school
house and in selecting the grounds. Little do such people know of the
educational value of every rod of fence, every walk and of every foot of the
school ground, the trees, and all the surroundings. Little do they realize
the value, morally, of pleasing and attractive sehool rooms and grounds, a8
contrasted with those unattractive and repugnant.

As we have intimated, the people are coming to realize that children learn
more while at school than is comprehended between the covers of the text-
book, and that physical surroundings exert a powerful influence over sus-
ceptible youth ; and hence school grounds are being chosen with referenoce
to beauty and desirability of location, and are being made commodious.

The law requiring trees to be set upon school grounds has been generally
observed, and this has led to fencing and otherwise ornamenting the
grounds. The taste of our teachers is being manifested in the improvement
of the appearance of the school grounds, as well as in the decoration of the
school rooms, some very marked changes having been made.

Out-houses, in many cases, are not kept in that condition that modesty
and healthfulness require. A change may profitably be wrought in this
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and will be, no doubt, as soon as the public shall be apprised of the
need of this reform.

SCHOOLS.

My annual report for the year ending September, 1886, shows that the
average number of months taught in the whole county, was 7.9, and that the
average compensation per month, for males, was $40.52, and for females,
§27.10.

In the country schools, reading, writing, arithmetic and spelling are uni-
versally taught, while language, geography and history are pursued by
many pupils.

Language, it is a pleasure to say, is receiving more attention than for-
merly, teachers being encouraged to give much work in this branch to pupils
not supplied with text-books, in connection with other studies.

Temperance physiology is being generally taught in the schools of Dela-
ware county, yet, in a few instances, through ignorance of the law, neglect,
or opposition to the study, there has been only a partial compliance with the
provisions of the statute.

Drawing is also pursued successfully in many country schools.

In the graded schools of the county, drawing, botany, geology, German,
natural philosophy, and other high school studies, according to the grade of
the schools, are pursued, in addition to the common branches. Vocal
music is taught in a few schools of the county. '

There still exist many hindrances to the successful prosecution of the
educational work, which time and an intelligent public alone will remove.

The people demand relief, and it will soon come, from the evils of the
present mode of supply of text-books, from the retarding power of the Jack
of system in the prosecation of the rural school work, from the low per-
centage of average daily attendance as compared with the total number of
school age. These and other hindrances of lesser note will all receive
attention from our legislators in the near future, and the sooner proper
remedies are applied the sooner will our school system be purged of ita
weaknesses, and be made to measure up to its full requirements.

DUBUQUE CUOUNTY.

BY N. W. BOYES.

[ think that I can truthfully report reasonable progress all along the line
in the school work of this county. We are not accomplishing miracles, nor
Are we making any very remarkable strides forward; but still I can see that

13
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we are advancing slowly and surely from year to year. As our old guard of
teachers, who began their labors years ago, when less was required of “’ﬂ-
and when normal institutes were yet unknown, drop out of the ranks after
a long and honorable service, their places are generally taken by those whe
have had greater advantages in preparing for the work, and who are “m
to begin at a point which their predecessors reached only after much exper-
imenting and years of study after school hours. Then, too, some of our
teachers of earlier days have kept fully up with the times, are still in the
ranks and are to-day among our most eflicient workers.

Probably the oue thing more than any other that has enhanced the use-
fulness of our schools, is an unwritten rule of action among our boards of
directors regarding the teachers’ tenure of office. It is generally under-
gtood among them that when a teacher is once employed in a district his
claim for reappointment shall take precedence of all others, in case he gives
reasonable satisfaction. This is pre-eminently true in the city of Dubuque,
in which a goodly numder have been annually reappointed for from ten to
thirty times; and among the teachers of our ungraded or rural schools, I
eould mention many cases where the same teacher has been employed con-
tinuously for five or more years.

Another element of no mean value is the entire divorcing of our schools
from political influences. In the city of Dubuyue, for example, where the
democrats are in the majority, and where they might control the schools if
g0 disposed, they have always acted op the obviously just principle that the
managenent of the schools ought not to be a partisan matter, and they
have therefore conceded to the republicans the right of naming one half of
the members of the board of education. The two committees meet in
joint caucus a few days before each school election, and each party names
one of the two directors to be elected. The only contest in the case is to
gee which party can nominate the best man; and the two candidates thus
nominated are always unanimously endorsed by the electors at the polls. I
make this statement in no boastful or partisan spirit, but simply mention
it as a method which has been conducive to harmeny and efliciency in the
administration of our schools, and as one which I believe should be adopted
everywhere,

The interest in our normal institutes has not abated. The attendance at
the last one was larger than ever before, and the general interest was fully
up to the high standard of former years. We have continuously used a
four years graded course of study, which ineludes the branches required for
4 State certificate, since 1880, Professional certilicates are granted to those
who complete the course and show corresponding ability in other points by
successful experience. During the eight years 110 such certificates have
been issued. Of those receiving them, two are dead, seven are married,
twenty-two have chosen other occupations, twenty-one are teaching in other
counties, fifty-eight remain here and are all, except Lwo, employed. We
also have about seventy five teachers holding first-class certificates, and em-
ployed in the county; these with some good “ seconds’’ give us a very able
corps of instructors.
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Within the last few years several new and commodious school houses
pave been built, and many of the old ones thoroughly renovated and re-
furnished, affording better light and ventilation.

The necessity for useful apparatus, such as maps, globes, charts, clocks
ete.. is better understood by the directors, and more liberally supplied. The‘
grounds are more generally fenced and shade trees protected or planted; the
condition of outhouses considered, buildings painted, ete. Teachers® ;lll-
ries have not changed very much, but in some cases they have been in-
creased. The teachers of our city and village schools are engaged in
August for the ensuing school year of nine or ten months. The practice of
hiring the teacher for the whole school year is becoming quite general
throughout the county. Kvery school in the county outside the ‘city of
Dubuque (and it has a special one) has been supplied with ** Welch’s Classi-
fication Register,”” and reports are made regularly to the county superin-
tendent twice each term.

Every district in the county has complied with Chapter 1, School Laws of
1886, by having the effects of stimulants and narcoties upon the human
system taught in each school. The boards of directors furnished two
grades of text-books for each school, and also instructed the teachers to
give oral instruction to all primary pupils. We have succeeded beyond our
most sanguine expectation in making the work general and thorough

We have no workshops in connection with any of our distriet scboois but
what in my judgment is infinitely more praetical, most of our tea.chern'm
I believe, honestly endeavoring to inculcate, in connection with the rudi:
ments of a good English education, habits of industry, honesty and sobriety
and the prineiples of strict integrity among the ten thousand boys and glrls‘
entrusted to their care, and we hopefully trust that we can stand the test of
favorable comparison with other sections of the country,

EMMET COUNTY.

BY E. H. BALLARD.,

In answer to your published'statement of A pri
progress of education in Emmet county, woulg :ﬂ:ﬂ' el
The condition or standing of education in this county is probably all that
could be expected in a county as new as Emmet. It has been, until re-
f::lt::y; somewhat neglected. Teachers not thoroughly competent. This
o :;i: tl:}eh:: obviated by requiring teachers to attend the county institute
e g the Me in examix.mtions. The progress, we are glad to report,
0 very rapid. The qualification required for a first-grade certificate,
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a few years since, is barely sufficient for one of the second grade to-day,
And as the proficiency of the teacher, so is the progress of the pupil.

Chaos is rapidly giving way to system., Every effort is being madeto
have an established course of study in every school in the county. The one
great fault is lack of uniformity of text-books. Parents are being actua.
ted to a higher interest in the schools and the educated welfare of thejr
children. Progress at present is perceptible, and in the future Emmet
county will not be lacking.

The normal institute of Emmet county has been thoroughly organized
and placed on as good footing as circumstances, financially, would allow.
We hope to do better in the future.

We are seeking to accomplish the primal object, viz: How to impart
knowledge, while not a little attention is given to academic work, yet most
to the subject of didactics.

Teachers may be, as a rule, well enough qualified to teach a common
school, yet fail in their effort to impart the truth. We strive to instil the
idea that self culture is a duty and will be remunerated.

The methods employed are various. We aim to instruct the teachers how
to impart knowledge to the pupils, and insist on same. We call on the
teacher to present the subject according to his method, and then judge as
to its utility., In didactics the subject matter is not only discussed thor-
oughly but the teachers are required to take notes of same, and any special
points of the subject matter properly explained by diagram illustrations, er
otherwise, by instructor or teacher. '

The institute is always looked forward to asa time of general improve-
ment, mentally, socially and physically. Special attention is given to mor-
als and manners, believing that self government is the sine quo non. This
government establishes itself, and, furthermore, advances most rapidly
toward the primal object—that of a good citizen. We make a special fea-
ture of vocal music, elocution and reading, confident of the fact that teach-
ers are less competent to teach these branches.

We are not competent to offer any criticisms upon normal work, but
would suggest that the work is not practical enough. The teachers are told
to follow natural methods, but they are not told, or it is not explained suffi-
ciently, what those methods are.

In regard to the schools of this county, can say that they were never in
better condition than at the present time. The school houses are in good
condition, well taken care of. Five new school houses have been built
within the last year. The out-houses are in good shape, and the people
seem to take pride in repairing same.

Welch’s Classification Register has been introduced, and every teacher
reports monthly.

Qur aim has been to elevate the standard of the teachers, and [ am
pleased to state that the object is partially accomplished.
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FRANKLIN COUNTY. .

BY T. H. HACKER.

In reply to your letter of the 30th of April [ beg leave to make the follow-
ing report: :

We have adopted the State course in our institute work, and follow it as
closely as we can. We have conducted our institute of late with just as
strong and systematic an organization as is found in an ordinary high
school or academy, and held the teachers to as strict account for the good
use of their time, and also for punctual attendance.

The majority of institutes seems to me weaker in the matter of organizas-
tion than in any other part of their work.

The instruction may be ever so good, and the attendance ever so large, yat,
without proper organization the institute will fall far short of what might
be accomplished.

For one, I believe the teachers need the disecipline that can be secured by
attending a thoroughly organized institute. Last year we kept a complete
record of attendance in every recitation room, and no teacher was excused
for absence without giving good reasons for such absence. The result was
that the teachers were more regular in attendance, better attention was
secured, teachers better satisfied with the conduet of the institute, and con-
sequently better results were secured than under a more loose or weaker
organization.

So far we have undertaken to combine methods with academic work
with a view of giving the younger teachers the requisite amount of quorma:
tion in the several branches taught in the common schools, and then build
them up as teachers by giving them the best of instructors in methods of
presenting these subjects. ' :

We have made primary methods in reading, language and}number work
special features of our institute work.and pride ourselves with the thought
that much has been accomplished in these lines.

We cannot say that any perceptible improvement has been made in the
construction of school houses during the past few vears.

In former years, when this county was new, and the townships divided
into sub-districts, the tendency was toward building good, roomy school
houses, more so, we think, than when independent districts are organized,
yetin the majority of districts we find accommodations for more pupils
than attend the schools. The tendency, however, is toward better plans,
and where the county superintendent has good plans matured for a school
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house he can, nnder the law, accomplish much toward securing good, com-
fortable buildings. =

Little had been done toward beautifying the school house grounds untjj
after the passage of the law, making it the duty of the boards of directorsto
plant trebs. Since then many of the school grounds have been decorated
with trees which are beginuing to have a beautifying influence.

Several of the district schools celebrated Arbor Day last spring, the chil
dren bringing the trees and planting them with their own hands.

In the majority of the rural districts a summer term of three months and
a winter term of four months are held, making seven months of school in the
year, though many have two months summer term, two months fall term,
and four months winter term. The tendency is toward beginning the sum-
mer term earlier in the season, so as to have the schools closed during the
hot. months.

Of the brauches taught we bhave paid special attention to reading, lan-
guage and number work, not so much because these subjects are of mare
importance than others, but rather because the work done in those branches
is inferior to what we might reasonably expect. Drawing has also been a
special feature in our normal institute, and the fact that over one half of
schools 1 visited this summer were having regular exercises in drawing, or
have used drawing in their other school work gives proof that the county
institute can be made a power in educational work.

The teachers have taken hold of hygienic phisiology in compliance with
the new law, with a great deal of earnestness, proving that their sympathies
are with the law, so that no doubt mueh good wil! be accomplished by their
efforts.

While boards of directors have paid little attention to the law, yet they
have sustained the teachers in their work.

On the whole, we think it but just to say that the teachers are earnest,
faithful workers, and deserve the thanks of the community for their efforts
in advancing the educational interests of the county.

GRUNDY COUNTY.

BY MRS..J. B, KINGBRURY.

Educationally considered, Grundy county is not behind the times, but
compares favorably with other counties of the State, when taking into con-
sideration the number of years in which she has been building up her qﬂﬂ-
cational interests. Much has been done during the past ten years in this
work and although much remains undone, such progress has been made in
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the past in this direction as to leave no doubt for the future of this cause.

The valuation of school property in the county is $69.610.00.

Grundy Center has a fine, commodious building containing eight rooms,
two of which are yet unfinished. The citizens were wise enough at the
time of its erection to look to the future needs of the town. The schools
here at present have six departments all supplied with good and efficient
teachers. The principal, J. W. Kelsey. has bad some twenty-five years’ ex- _
perience in the work and has done much good here,

The Reinbeck school contains four departments, and under the supervis-
jon of a principal they bave retained for six years showing how worthily he
fulfilled his trust by graduating a class of nine last year.

Grundy Center, in 1856, enrolled 346 pupils, Reinbeck enrolled 233.

Conrad, Morrison, Holland and Beaman have each a good school of two
departments, and these are in the hands of good teachers who faithfully ful-
fil their trust.

The grade of school work is advancing, many of the schools having done
excellent work the past year. Much attentlion has been paid to orthogra-
phy, writing and language lessons, with results that are most satisfactory.
One of the greatest drawbacks here, is the failure of teachers to properly
tlassify the work and this failure is caused by the innumerable number of
text-books which the teachers are obliged to use, because of the inability of
those who would control this evil to convince the patrons and board of di-
rectors that it makes any difference whether a teacher hears fifteen or thir-
ty-five recitations a day. (This latter number is not uncommon. We are,
of course, speaking of ungraded work.)

Fortunate is the district which secures one of the few teachers who can in-
struct without a book, but to the teacher who does not possess this happy
faculty, has not experience and that aptness which will enable him to adapt
himself to the work in all its phases, this multiplicity of text-books ia an
Almost unsurmountable barrier to progression; but the day is advancing
when our people will see the necessity of having proper tools to work
with, as much in the school room as in the fleld or work shop.

Formerly school-houses seem to have been built with an eye to economy
rather than comfort, many of the buildings being mere sheds, very cold at
the floor, poorly ventilated and having but few conveniences . But if any
oné thinks Grundy non-progressive in this matter let him take a day's
ride over the county, examine the new buildings put up in the past two
years, together with a number of old ones that have been repaired and re-
painted, presenting quite the appearance of being new, and they will find
the contrary true.

If a man wishes to purchase a home in the country, he should visit the
schools there, and locate whete he finds a commodious, comfortable build-
ing, with all its surroundings pleasant Lo look upon, having clean walls,
clean floors, and black-boards upon at least three sides of the room, together
with maps, charts, etc.

The normal institute in this county is a success. In 1880 the enrollment
of teachers was 93. In 1886 there was an enrollment of 176, making an increase
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of B3 in six years, T'wo hundred and four teachers received certificates
the school year ending October 5, 1886. Of this number 72 held first-clags,

There are 120 ungraded schools in the county and 18 departments in the
grade work. But as many teachers took two examinations, we think prob-
ably that there were not certificates issved to more than 150 different pap.
ties. What this county is seeking to accomplish for her schools througl
her institute work is to imbue her teachers with a spirit of earnestness ip
their school work. To impress upon their minds the necessity of a speeia]
preparation for the duties devolving upon them ; to make clear that the only
true education is the full development of all of the faculties, and also by
making didactics a special feature, endeavor to systemize the work through.
out the county.

The eounty also reported last year 550 trees in thrifty condition for sehog]
grounds, and school apparatus to the value of $1,420,

The Grundy Center school reports a library of 100 volumes,

If Grundy does not pay her teachers as good wages as some of the ad.
joining counties, neither does she fallso low as others, but will probably
make a fair average between the two.

The average compensation per month is $30.00 and in graded work $56.00,
the largest salary in graded work being $100.00 per month and in ungraded
work $40.00.

Number of pupils enrolled in 1886, 3,781 ; number of children in county
of school age, 4,608. This report shows that 827 children of school age re-
ceived no benefit from the large amount of money expended during the
vear for educational purposes. If there is one thing for which fair Grundy
needs to blush it is this. Would it not be well to have compulsory educa-
tion ¥

GUTHRIE COUNTY.

W. L. MILLER.

We are not making as rapid progress in educational work in this county
as we would like, yet we I'ave many things for which to be thankful. We
are advancing and not standing still. There is a good feeling existing
throughout the county toward the cause of education, and harmony prevails
among teachers and school officers. There is an increasing demand for
better teachers and better schools, which is evidence of healthy growth in
publie sentiment,

Our town schools of Stuart, Panora, Guthrie Center, Menlo and Casey are
thoroughly organized and graduate a class each year,
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In our country schools the instruction is becoming more general. Some-
thing is taught besides the ** three R’s.”
Our county high school forms a head to the school system of the county,
1ts usefulness is seen in the fact that from one hundred and fifty to two
hundred of our best young men and women attend it regularly.

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

We have a good live session every summer. The attendance is good and
excellent work is done. An established course of study, which conforms
closely to the one recommended by the State Department is followed. The
work for each day is outlined and sent to teachers in time for them to make
preparation before coming to the institute. The work is so arranged as to
review all the common branches. In the recitation-room more attention is
given to methods than matter. It is not possible in a two or three weeks’
normal, to teach persons what to teach and how to teach; but they can best
be taught how to teach in connection with what to teach,

SCHOOL-HOUSES.

Stuart has three fine brick school buildings, Panora two and Menlo one.
Guthrie Center and Casey have comfortable frame buildings. Our rural
school-houses are arranged for the comfort and convenience of the pupils,
and with a very few exceptions are well taken care of.

GROUNDS.

The general condition of the grounds is good Substantial fences are
being put around school-bouse sites in the country, and trees are being
planted every spring. People are beginning to take pride in the appearance
of their school property. Out-houses are not kept in good repair.

SCHOOLS.

The length of term in the country is about seven months; in town, nine
months. Teachers’salaries in the country range from $25 to $35 per month,
with a difference of $3 to $5 per month in favor of first-class teachers. In
town schools the pay of the principal is from $60 per month to $1,000 per
year in the Stuart schools and county high school, and lower teachers
receive from $35 to $40 per month.

The common branches are taught in the country, and occasionally
algebra. Considerable attention is given to penmaunship. Drawing and
vocal music are taught but little outside of the town schools. Hygienic
physiology is taught in nearly every school in the county. Where no books
have been provided, the subject is taught orally. Some townships have
furnished books, and in those schools the teaching of this branch is more
satisfactory,

Uur agricultural soclety will admit the schools and teachers of the county
to the fair one day this fall free. The schools are contributing money for
the erection of a suitable building on the fair grounds for the display of

14
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school work. We have a large amount of work prepared. This work hag
not been gotten up for a show, but is the every-day work of the schools,
Whenever any written work was done, it was saved until the close of the
term and then sent to me. The object of this is to secure more uniform
and thorough work throughout the county by comparing that done by dif-
ferent schools. No premiums are given and nothing done for a * show "

If we had fewer changes in school hoards—teachers who would stay at
least one year in a school—and free text-books, the people would be aston-
ished at the advancement the schools would make in five years.

HAMILTON COUNTY.

BY G. F. RICHARDSON.

It is very gratifying to be able to present a favorable report of the condi-
tion of the educational interests of the county. All the children in the
county enjoy school facilities within the meaning of the law. Every home
is within reach of a school that measurably * performs its functions wisely
and fully.”

A common school course of study was outlined to the end that uniformity
of aim throughout might be reached. The plan meets with general favor
and many are now intelligently working to complete the course.

Public sentiment has largely kept pace with the progress of our schools,
and the people are now demanding better educational facilities, and the
school management readily complies to the extent of ability and means.

The first teachers’ institute was held in 1873, and the first normal institute
was held the following year.

In 1883 an institute course of study, based on the four years’ course rec-
ommended by the State committee, was adopted, and in 1886, fifteen
teachers completed the course, and the year following, 15857, twelve com-
pleted the conrse—all receiving diplomas of graduation.

The institute aims to afford the best attainable advantages for profes-
sional culture, and, further, it stimulat=s teachers to a higher ideal of
scholarship. It tends to elevate public sentiment. Itisa powerful agency
in bringing our schools up to the highest attainable degree of excellence.

We are glad to say that our institute is wisely and fully doing its appointed

work. The success of the institute lies in the line of method work.

The school-houses in the villages and rural districts are wooden strue-
tures, with windows on the north and south sides, mostly, admitting the
light to the right and left sides of pupils. Coal and wood are used for fuel.
Much attention is now givn to the matter of health and comfort in the cons
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struction and repair of school-houses. Ventilation is effected by means of
doors and windows. Webster City has a well appointed, three story, twelve-
room brick building, steam-heated and supplied with water from the city
water works. Patent ventilators are used. |The grounds, out-buildings and
fences are in good condition.

Much interest is taken in tree planting, and the observance of Arbor Day
will soon become general throughout the county.

In the township of Scott, and one independent distiict only six months
school in the year. A‘ll other schools ran from seven to nine months in a
year. Teacher’s salaries in the rural districts range from twenty-five to
thirty-eight dollars per month. All branches required by law receive due
share of attention in the schools, including drawing and hygienic physiology.
The law is very generally complied with.

This year in the institute, special instruction was given in yocal musie,
so that teachers would be better fitted to meet an urgent demand through-
out the county for instruction in that very essential branch of popular edu-
cation. Too frequent changes of teachers and school officers very materially
retard the progress of our schools,

If politics could be eliminated from the selection of the school manage-
ment, and the people all unite in matters pertaining to school interests, fifty
per cent better results would be reached with the same expenditure of time
and money.

HANCOCK COUNTY.

BY B. STURGEON.

The schools of our county have had a gradual advancement in number,
usefulness and efficiency. Our teachers of to-day, as a class, are more im-
bued with the spirit of progress than in former years. This is to be attrib-
uted largely to the influence of the normal institutes and the various ed-
ucational journals of the country. An increased interest on the part of
parents in the work of the schools is evidenced by their frequent visits to
the schools, as well as their co-operation with teachers in their work, One
of the most unsatisfactory conditions is found in the poor attendance at the
summer schools. The attendance during the winter term is all that could
be desired. While the judgment of parents in requiring their children to
remain out of schcol to work upon the farm is certainly open to criticism,
the fact remains. The school terms should be held at such seasons of the
year as will insure the most]generaljattendance,
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TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

The work of our institute is both academic and didactic. We are follow.
ing the course of study prepared by the committee that was appoinuw
the State 'I'eachers’ Association. The institute of 1887 will be organized
into A and B divisions, the A division taking up the third years’ work iy
the course of study, and the B grade commencing with the first. The lim-
ited length of time to which institutes are necessarily limited renders them
inadequate to accomplish the work expected of them. It appears to me
that it would be well, in this county at least, to establish four or five schools
of a higher grade, distributing them through the different centers of popu-
lation throughout the county. This would relieve the institute of academig
work, and allow the time to be devoted entirely to methods. Most of the
counties in this part of the State are entirely unprovided with academies or
normal schools, which renders something of this kind an urgent need, in
order to properly equip that large element in our teaching force that is
without preparation other than that received in our distriet schools.

SCHOOL-HOUSES.

The increase of population in this county has necessitated the building of
quite a number of new houses the past year. The character of these build-
ings has been uniformly good. They have an average seating capacity for
about thirty pupils; have double floors, coal-houses attached, and are built
with special reference to comfort. The only means provided for ventilation
is by means of lowering the windows, and even this provision is wanting in
some of the older buildings. The buildings are uniformly well lighted, but
in some instances they are inadequately provided with blinds.

GROUNDS

The school-house grounds, except in the towns, uniformly consists of one
acre in square form. The buildings are all provided with out-houses, but
these are not always looked after as carefully as they should be. Not only
sanitary consideration, but the moral well being of the pupils as well, de-
mand that these should be carefully looked after. In most cases the school
grounds are uninclosed by fences. Where fences have been constructed
there has been a uniform compliance with the law prohibiting the use of
barbed wire in the construction of such fences. There has not been a uni-
form compliance with the law requiring the planting of trees on school
grounds, by boards of directors. In a majority of instances, however, the
law has been faithfully observed. The Britt school board, ably assisted by
the teachers and pupils of the Britt public schools, observed Arbor Day by
planting a large number of trees of different varieties on the school grounds.
The afternoon was devoted to literary exercises appropriate to the ocea:
gion. The plan of setting apart a day for this special purpose is a most ex
cellent one, and is meeting with popular favor in this county. It will give

popularity, and consequently efficiency, to the law relating to the planting
of trees.
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SCHOOLS.

As to length of term, teachers’ salaries and branches taught, my annual
report, which is embraced in your bienmial report, will furnish the desired
information. The subject of penmanship and drawing is taught in nearly
all of our schools. Vocal music is not taught scientifically, although it is
quite generally made use of for opening and general exercises. The teach-
ing of hygienic physiology, as provided for in school laws of 1586, is quite
general, This branch of the subject was taught in the institute last year,

.All things considered, our schools are in a satisfactory condition. While
we are laboring under some disadvantages that are peculiar to a new coun-
try, these are gradually being overcome, and we confidently expect to take
rank with the best of our sister counties in the near future.

HARDIN COUNTY.

BY J. C. HADLEY.

The general condition of our high schools is improving. Four have regu-
larly adopted courses of study and graduating exercises. The academy is
in live condition. These facilities keep our supply of teachers quite full.

The country schools are in fair condition. The work is not so thorough
however, as it should be. Reading is very imperfectly taught. Order has
been overlooked to such an extent as to show some neglect in the schools,

In the normal institute work we are trying to overcome defects in teach-
ing as shown by our teachers in the school room. We give special attention
to methods. We shall, this year, give very prominent attention to reading,
mental analysis, government, penmanship and phonics. Physiology shall
still receive prominent attention.

Our school houses are generall ¥ in good order; about one-fourth of them,
however, are too small, and of country school houses but one has proper
ventilation. Nearly all have double desks; new houses are being supplied,
however, with single seats.

I would suggest, in regard to treasurers’ reports, that the line directing
that they should not report unpaid warrants be changed to ** ghall report all
warrants.” 1t makes a great deal of confusion with us if they are not re-
ported. It will better show the real financial condition of the district.
Furthermore, the treasurer should be held responsible for the warrant, as
he can dispose of it under certain considerations. Some will report them
any way, so we decidedly prefer to have all reported.
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If you had a blank for sub-directors’ reports to secretary, it would u'
us.
The grounds are generally well located: out-houses in fair condition;
fences poor or none. Young trees generally growing, although many haye
died.

Terms usually four months in summer and three in winter, Salaries,
$25 to $35. Penmanship is being worked up now.

There has been a general compliance with the law on hygienic phyuio]o"‘

We have felt that the State Superintendent should spend more time iy
our schools and institutes.

HARRISON COUNTY.

BY H. A. KINNEY.

Condition at present not very flattering, but schools improving rapidly,
From what 1 have seen of other counties I believe we are at least in as good
a condition as others around us.

Teachers’ normal institute was last year instructed exclusively by the
prineipals of our own county, and was admitted by all to be the best ever
held in the county. Attendance the largest ever known in the history of
the county. The same men will conduet the institute this summer.

We are seeking to bring about a uniform system of working in the county
and a general improvement in the methods of instruction. To this end out-
lines of the common studies have been issued to the teachers.

The institute is arranged in three divisions, each instructor taking the
same study in the different divisions. The methods taught are such as are
believed to be available to the country teacher, and are prompted by the ex-
perience of the instructor. No one author is taken as the standard.

We make a special effort to suggest such plans and teach such principles
as are within the comprehension and ability of the teacher to use.

The writer believes the instructors are often chosen by the superin-
tendent for other reasons than their known qualifications. While the nor-
mal institute does much good, better results would obtain were better in-
structors appointed. In my opinion many of the institutes in this county
have failed to accomplish what they should.

SCHOOL-HOUSES.

Usually well constructed The poor ones are being replaced by better.
Heating by large stove in center of room. Usually ample light, but in many
cases lack of curtains.
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No arrangements for ventilation except open doors and windows.

Usuall, fairly well furnished with good seats. In many cases not a suffi-
cient amount of black-board. No apparatus. In many cases no dictionary,
although probably more than one-half of the schools are supplied.

GROUNDS,

(ensral condition—In a state of simple nature,

Oui-buildings—Usually a disgrace to the community.

Fences—Ground usually fenced with boards or ribbon wire. Ina few cases
barb wire is used; in a very few cases no fences.

Probably in 80 per cent of the school yards the number of trees required
by law are growing. Many trees were set out last Arbor Day—probably one
thousand. The time was so late in the season, however, that man y of them
died. Many school yards have fine groves.

SCHOOLS,

Six to ten months, Average about seven months. Average salaries in
country schools about $35. Male and female the same. Common branches.

Penmanship is taught to the first reader classes and continued through
the course. .

Drawing is taught in a crude manner in a small per cent of the schools,
Vocal music in none. Hygienie physiology in nearly all the schools, usually
by oral lessons aud as supplementary reading.

HENRY COUNTY.

BY JOHN F. RIGGSH.

School work in Henry county for the pasl year has been progressive, and
in the main satisfactory.

The normal institute for the year 1856 was the largest in the history of
}he county, the enrollment reaching 249. The institute is well graded, able
fuatructors are employed who give much attention to practical methods of
lnstruetion in all departments of work, the attendance is regular, and alto-
gether the institute is a growing power in the educational work of the
county,

The school-houses on this county are usually located on pleasant sites,
and, with very few exceptions, are surrounded with beautiful groves. The
houses are in general well lighted, but poorly ventilated. There is usually
4 large stoye in the center of the school room, while the windows and doors
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are the only means of ventilation. Ninety per cent of the houses are wej)
supplied with approved desks and benches. The school-house sites arg
usually well fenced. About 40 per eent of the out-houses have been foung
in bad condition.

In districts where I have found the surroundings uninviting and neg.
lected, I have addressed personal letters to the boards reminding them of
needed improvements. These reminders have in many instances operated
to secure speedily the needed repairs. ‘Lhe average term of school for the
county is a little over seven months. I have called for teachers’ term re-
ports during the last year in the hope to establish a basis of comparison
from term to term. About 80 per cent of the teachers have reported. By
continuing this plan we expect to be able to make supervision more
effective.

I have introduced into the county a course of study for common schools,
and the results of the first year under this course have been most gratify-
ing. Grading the country schools cannot be exact, but it will bring system
and order where before was confusion.

During the past year I have conducted a local educational journal, which
has been very helpful to teachers and valuable to those preparing to teach.

We are endeavoring to raise the standard of the profession in this county
by requiring some professional training as one of the conditions for a
license to teach.

The teachers’ association meetings have, during the past year, been
attended with gratifying success.

HOWARD COUNTY.

BY J. C. KELLOW,.

We feel justly proud of the advanced and growing condition of our schools
and school work. From year to year such additions and modifications are
made to the different departments thereof as seem best calculated to secure
the results most desirable to greater usefulness and efficiency.

Our teachers’ normal institute is now fully organized on the graded plan,
and is accomplishing much good. We have given up the old hap-hazard
way of dealing in technicalities, and are endeavoring to direct the work of
our teachers in the way of leading the pupils of our common school up toa
worthy manhood and womanhood. We believe that there are three distinet
kinds of knowledge which every teacher should possess, that he may be
able to do intelligently the work to which he is ealled, viz : a knowledge of
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the being to be taught; a knowledge of the subjects to be taught, and a
knowledge of some of the best methods of teaching.

The methods in use in this county are, to study and discuss every topicin
the light of cause and effect, using as a basis this bellef : that every result
has its cause ; that each event is (or may be) a part of some greater event ;
and that any cause may also be part of some greater cause. Believing that
the reasoning powers are of greater value In the struggle of life, we are
endeavoring to develop them, rather than to cram the memory with bare
facts, many of which will never be of practical use, while many others will
be soon forgotten.

We teel gratified with the growing interest in professional work as mani-
fested by nearly every teacher employed.

Our school-houses are geverally neat frame buildings, durable, well
lighted, heated by wood or coal stoves, and usually comfortable and con-
venient, the greatest fault in construction being alack of ventilation, except
by means of windows.

School grounds are not as well kept as they should be; some are not
fenced, and very many have not a tree or shrub by way of adornment, or
protection from sun or wind ; and very rarely no out-houses are provided,
though they are generally neat and commodious.

Schools are in session, usually, from six to nine months during the year.
Teachers’ salaries vary from twenty to thirty-five dollars per month, de-
pending upon the qualifications of the teacher and the time of year; a
good teacher having better wages than a poor one, and more being paid in
winter than in summer,

The common branches, with penmanship, are usually taught, and in
some cases, German, algebra, philosophy, physical geography and drawing,

Hlylglilanic physiology, in ecompliance with school laws of 1886, is taught, in-
Variapiy.

REMARKS,

Our teachers are an earnest, intelligent class of people, fully determined
to do well the duties devolving upon them, and to press onward to a higher
professional rank. More than a hundred are doing some professional read-
ing, and about sixty belong to organized classes for the purpose of united
effort for mutual improvement.

Gradually, but surely, we are attaining a degree of proficiency never
before equalled ; and while we are well aware that ‘* there is still room at
the top,” we are rapidly nearing a state which it is difficult to BUTPABS,

SUGGESTION.

‘There is one difficulty which teachers invariably have to deal with, viz.:
e_lthor non-attendance or irregular attendance. This condition works injus-
tice in three ways : first, to the child, in that he is deprived of the provision
made for him, and to the sehool, in breaking the regularity in decreasing

the etﬂt;lency of its work ; second, to the teacher, in having to bear blame
5
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for which he is not responsible; and third, to the taxpa_yer,_in compelling
him to pay for that which is never made use of. This in_u.zstlce to the tax-
payer is based on the theory that the State cannot take private property for
public use, unless there is some just return; and this return can only be
realized, in this case, by an improved condition of citizenship, growing out
of the proper use of the facilities provided for in our common schools,
Believing this, I would suggest that a law be enacted compelling pupils to
attend school at least three consecutive months, from the ages of seven to
fourteen vears; and making it a penal offense for parents or guardians to fail

in compliance therewith.

HUMBOLDT COUNTY,

BY JOHN M'LEOD,

A#to our educational condition and progress, we see no cause for boasting,
** a8 the manner of some is.”” We are not looking for the immediate advent
of an educational millenium. We have little faith in hot-house processes,
We believe that real, lasting progress in educational work ean come ,only
like “growth in grace,” like growth of mind or body, like the growth of eiv-
ilization, like all healthy growth in the realms of matter or spirit. It cannot
be forced. Like the kingdom of heaven, to which it belongs, and of which
it is a part, it *‘cometh not by observation,’” that is by “pomyp and circum-
stance,” by parade, fanfaronade or flourish of trumpets. It is like leaven
which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal It is the *‘still,
small voice,” in which Elijah recognized the presence of God, as he did not
i1 the strong wind, the earthquake or the fire. Our part of the work is to
furnish favorable econditions for growth. We may plant, transplant, prune,
stir the soil, destroy noxious weeds; then the dew and the rain, the air and
the sunlight of God,operating through the hearts and minds and con-
sciences of trained and faithful teachers, will dothe rest. We believe and
teach, with emphatie reiteration, that the *‘school of the prophets,” by
whieh I mean, speaking as a teacher, a body of well trained teachers, is the
chief agency in God’s hand for th» regeneration of the world, and the
amelioration of life and its conditions. ‘*These truths we hold to be self-
evident,” fundamental, essential to the well-being of society, and the
security of our national life; and we do foster and promulgate them with
what intensity and persistency we can command. In our endeavor to main-
tain this position and give it a practical realization, we are greatly handi-
capped, as were the lsraelites in Egypt, when they were denied straw for
their bricks. This confession, painful though it is, loyalty to truth claims
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¢rom us. S0 long as we are satistied with shows and shams and empty

we cannot prosper. As we sow, so shall we reap. We are sowing a

deal of wind. I mean, in many of the waste places throughout the
eonntry districts of our State, and if we do not reap the whirlwind, we
shall assuredly reap nothing better, until we awake from our false security
and put ourselves in harmony with truth. When the convietion that has
taken ““fast hold”" of the few, shall have crystalized iato publice sentiment,
and become formulated into law, then we shall “strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die,” rebuild the waste places, rehabitate
and properly garrison the posts along our frontier, and so be able to repel
{he incursions of the Goths and Vandals of ignorance into the fair domain
of our schools. This is now the one thing needful to the prosperity of our
schools. The evil to be remedied is not confined to this county, or to any
particular county, but is co-extensive with the State, and until we secure
some guarantees of law against it, we would better stop crying ** Peace,
peace, when there is no peace.”

It must be admitted, however, that we are making progress, notwith-
gtanding the “many hindrances we meet.”” We are approaching that “‘con-
summation devoutly to be wished,” when law and an enlightened public
opinion shall “*work together for good” to our educational Zion. Progress
is in the air, and it is “‘catching.” Where there is a correct ideal, a higher
standard is held aloft, public attention is drawn, thought is provoked, in-
quiry is made, discussion is aroused, the public mind is agitated, and the
tone of public opinion regarding the] teacher’s character and preparation,
and the value of his work, is elevated. Teachers are improving in their
work, and the improvement of their work in the schools cousequent on the
improvement in their own minds, is known and read of all men, and this
reacts upon the public mind. These remarks apply only to some teachers
those that are teachers, who began with a reasonable amount of prapara-‘
tion and some general fitness, who have the spirit of progress in them
capacity for it, and a love for their work. We have many dead-beats that:
must be weeded out, and this cannot be done until we get stronger legal
sanctions, a different system of examination, and different other things not
Fo be mentioned just now, May God speed the time when the ax of author-
1ty shall be “laid unto the root of the trees,” and “‘every tree which bringeth
not forth good fruit” shall be “hewn down.”

oo::t:) tgsrit::?i n::l;lne;, :: progress, something may be said for this
5 i scllo(;ls we are making ao.me healthy growth in pop-
e and churches, and in knowledge. Since 1882,
when the present Superintendent began his public duties not to back
farther, there have been built in this small : ot
A i 8mall county thirty-four school- houses,
i battfsr locations and improved; others enlarged and
mproved. As to construction, they are just the common tr
buildings, small most1 but respectabl i e o
S wiit e Y, pec _ €, convenient, well-lighted and well-
g ern styles of furm.tura. The only provision for ventila-
€se 1s through doors and windows; but such as it is, we wateh it

wt -
th jealous care, and see that it receives such attention as the health of
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children and teacher demands. In the four town schools built within the
period mentioned, attention was given to ventilation in the construetion of
the buildings. All are well lighted. The heating is done by the ordinary
stoves, good of their kind, except the school building in Livermore, which
has ventilating flues connected with the stoves.

The sites are now all pleasant and the surroundiugs healthful. The pub-
lic interests are now carefully guarded by a stricter watch over the school
property. Out-houses are kept in a tolerably decent condition, and, where
new ones are built, more attention is given to their relative position as well
as their condition.

Every year since the enactment of the law requiring the planting and pro-
tection of trees in every school yard, attention has been called to it by cir-
culars and newspaper articles addressed to school officers. Some have not
yet regarded it, many have, and good, substantial fences have been built
around the school yards,

As to length of term, in the town schools we have nine months’; in one
township, this year, provision has been made for eight months school ; in
two they limit themselves to six months; in all the others they provide for
seven months.

The lowest wages paid is $20 in summer and that only in a very few
schools, as a bar to third grade certificates. The least paid in most of the
country schools in the summer is $25. The highest paid in winter in the
country is $35. In Dakota and Livermore $40 and $50 are paid in the two de-
partments. In [Tumboldv $45 to one, $40 to each of four, and $50 to the
principal.

Only the common English branches are taught in the country sckools,
which includes book keeping in a very few, and to which is added element-
ary algebra in one or two. In the towns additional branches have been
taught ; in Livermore, algebra and literature; in Dakota, book-keeping,
physies and algebra ; in Humboldt, the work embraces all the above and in
addition Latin, German, geometry, chemistry, civil government and phys-
ical geography are taught. The last named is also taught in Dakota.

Penmanship is taught in all the schools with more or less success. Draw-
ing has been taught but very little in a few schools, and that mostly for
** busy work," for the little folks,

Voecal music is not taught except to the extent of a few songs surg by
rote. This is done in nearly all the schools. No regular instruction is
given in musical notation, however, in the country schools, though some
work has been done in that direction, nearly every year, in the institute.

Hyglenic physiology, in compliance with the Sehool law of 1886, is taught
to some extent in all the schools, and it shall be taught in them so long a8
the law requires it.

The teachers’ normal institute is a source of inspiration and strength to
the teachers and growing in favor with the people.

Qur fund being small we have been unable to follow the State course for
institutes, because as it requires four years for its completion, it would
seem to require four divisions and as many teachers, and this we cannot af-
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ford, since institute workers, the successful ones, demand high wages. So
we have heretofore worked in two divisions, uniting insome of our work and
adapting our work to what seemed]to be the most pressing needs. This year,
powever, we shall try the State course, working two divisions at a time, and
alternating them. I see no reason why such an arrangement would not
work. Yet [ cannot say that I am enthusiastic over the State course, or
very hopeful of great good to accrue from it. So far as knowledge of the
pranches taught in the common schools is concerned, those intending to
teach should have that before they apply for certificate or school. The end
and aim of the institute is not, in two or three weeks, to do the work of
years in the schools, but to teach something of the philosophy and the his-

. tory of education, and to exemplify the best methods of teaching, using the

common branches as the means and the instruments for the accomplish-
ment of this work.

The best teachers, I observe, go to the institute every year, as the tribes
of Israel were wont to go up to the annual feasts at Jerusalem, to renew
their spiritual strength for the struggles of life before them.

But I am not disposed to criticize our institute work at all. I see nothing
better that we can do than to go right on with it, as we are doing, until we
can get training schools enough to serve the purpose. Just now it seems to
supply a pressing need, and we cannot dispense with it, This is what we
are trying to accomplish by the institute, to teach where teaching is needed
but, in all cases, to give inspiration and uplift for the great work of tra.in-.
ing the youth, and so determining the future of the race, to hold up a higher

standard of professional excellence, and to exhibit the most a :
ods of the best teachers. pproved meth

JACKSON COUNTY.

BY W. M. WELCH.

I CONDITION.

a. In general.

be’l‘he 8chools are far from my ideal. As arule
ind':;med good Weak' spots are foun
erent patrons, (b) indifferent sch
3&:}1‘:::22 tuutlm: protest for lack
he wishes of communit

¢ the foregoing is true compa:

they are fair; many would
d occasionally. These are due to (a)
ool officers, and (¢) incompetent teach-
of better material and occasionally in
ies that ask ** a teacher of their kind.”
red with what my ideal of what they
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ought to be even in this ** conditional age of imperfect work,” yet I believe
our schools will compare quite favorably with those of the leading countieg
of Towa.

b. Sustem and supervision.

All the rural schools of this county are pursuing a uniform course of
study. Every teacher leaves a record of the amount of work accomplished
by each pupil during the term, together with a complete report of the
organization and plans of her school to her successor. At the close of the
first week of each term the teacher sends a complete report of the organiza-
tion and classification of her school to the county superintendent, showing
him what every pupil is doing, the programme of study and recitation, the
number of classes, and the number of minutes for each recitation, ete. The
superintendent is thus enabled to have supervision over the organization of
each school and the work of each pupil. On receipt of this report the
superintendent immediately notifies the teacher of defects in organization
of school, suggests combinations to lessen number of classes, names of
pupils who are not pursuing the proper studies, and has generally a close
supervision over the work of each school. All defects are noted by pencil
marks on these reports, and are referred to by the superintendent when he
visits the school. This work is surely reducing the country school work to
system, increasing the efliciency of the work and leading the people to
realize that the county superintendent has really something to do with the
supervision of each school, of each teacher’s work, and of each pupil's
work. 'I'he process is slow but sure. We have graduated classes from a
few schools, and we hatl the dawn of a better day for our country schools.

II. TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

Here, as in the country school work, we have classified and graded. We
have an institute course of study of four years, based upon the outline of
the State department. We follow the same course from year to year with
only slight modifications. Teachers are thereby enabled to study the work
of their respective divisions during the year and come to the institute pre-
pared on the work of their respective grades. Every teacher in this county
knows the division of the institute course to which she belongs. Their
names, as classified, are published two or three times each year, and
changes and promotions are made known to each teacher interested.

It must not be inferred from the above that each division is promoted in
toto each year, On the contrary, all promotions are individual, the best
advancing, the poorest remaining. Neither [ust it be supposed that each
teacher is confined to the work of her grade. Every teacher’s peculiar
needs are considered and large range for selection of particular work in
other divisions is permitted after first consulting the superintendent and
deciding that such outside selection is for the best interest of the teacher.
Here, too, as in country school work, an institute record of classification
and work is kept, and the entire institute is classified and organized and
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to begin work at eight o’clock A. M. on the first morning of the insti-
o There is no day or so to organize and get things to running,
tute. took the first year to get this plan matured, so we had no graduating
. in 1884, In 1885 we graduated eleven professional teachers, and in
:;we graduated twenty-one. Instead of ceasing to attend institutes
these graduates are among the most progressive teachers we have. They
even exercise an influence for better work over the whole teaching force
and tend to improve it. I call the alumni my ‘* Home Guard.”

1.—SCHOOL-HOUSES,

asnd b. We have the average country school-house, which is about the
same thing all over the State. ;

e. Sinee we cannot secure improved methods of ventilation we are push-
ing for having windows hung on weights so as to ventilate easily from top
of window, a few inches of aperture in each window.

d. School seat men are fast improving the comfort and convenience of
school-houses.

¢. The chief lack in country school-houses is an insufficiency of black-
toard. There should also be more closets for apparatus, as hundreds of dol-
1ars worth is lost annually because tossed about, no place being provided
for it.

1V.—OUT-HOUSES.

a. Often in bad condition, even in districts where one would not expect
it. Repeated circulars to several officers are calling their attention to this
matter and many are improving things.

b. No fences usually.

d. Trees enough as a rule.

V.—BCHOOLS.

a, Length of term, three or four months.

b. Wages $20 to $35.

¢ The common branches; German also in a few schools,

d. Penmanship. drawing, hygienic physiology. We are doing something
with all these studies, but only in a crude, rudimentary way.

VI.—IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED.

L. Give us the township system, with a board of three to five members
acting for the whole township, as city board acts for city.

L Fewer school officers, elected for at least three years and properly
Paid for the services they render to the publie.

3. Extend superintendent’s term to at least four years, as is now the
tase n lllinois. Elect him in the spring with other school officers, because
he is a professional educator (not because he is a professional politician),
Or let him be elected in a manner similar to that of the superintendent of
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city schools, by a board of education consisting of the presidents of the
various township boards.

4. Let us have a normal school in every county, or a normal* depart-
ment in every graded school, to educate the material we have in the county,

5. Let the school-books be owned by the district.

6. Let teachers be allowed pay for oue day each month, or at least two
days each term, for attending teachers’ associations called by the county
superintendent, provided teachers attend. A similar law has passed the
present Illinois Legislature on second reading.

JEFFERSON COUNTY.

BY B. N. HOPKINS.

E lucation is known to be a most prominent feature in the progress of a
people. The common school is the foundation of intellectual development.
Among the things which contribute to the welfare of society, the school
recelves its share of attention by the average citizen of Jefferson county.
1t is viewed as the ** channel” through which the child is guided to use-
ful manhood, Yet, our tax-payers look well to money expended in this
direction. * Schools are expensive,” they say, and in too many cases the
motive which prompts the stand taken is the saving of dollars and cents,
and for this the schools sufler.

Jefferson county is not the rule in this matter, neither is it the exception.
Notwithstanding the above hindrance, we are pleased tosay that our schools
show a marked change for the better in many things with each succeeding
year. Our teachers are willing, and each in her way contributes her mite
toward the general welfare of the school. To show this growth of interest
one needs only to mention the gradual increase in the promptitude and reg-
ularity of attendance; however, special interest has been taken in this
feature during the last five or six years. The per cent of attendance for
each year was greater than the preceding year. At the close of the last
spring term, three reports from country schools were sent to this oflfice show-
ing that there had been none absent nor tardy during the term. and a good
number showing the average attendance tn be less than two below the total
enrollment. On comparing the total report in the county of the winter
terms closing March, 1883, with that closing March, 1857, we find an increase
in the average attendance of 7.43 per cent. These facts give some idea of
school work in the county.
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NORMAL INSTITUTE.

The records in this office show that the first normal institute was held

t, 1874. The enrollment that year being 91, and the following year
139; this latter pumber being an average institute for the county up to 1882.
Xh‘lﬁ no personal knowledge of the work in the county until 1879

In 1882 the graded plan was first begun in our county normal institute by
N. Rosenberger, county superintendent at that time. The measure met with
the approval of the teachers and many of our people from first introduetion;
it has steadily gained and now meets with universal sanction. The plan
1ias done much to improve the educational interests of the county. Before
taking this step, 140 was an average institute for Jefferson county. Since
its adoption, our numbers have increased with each succeeding year. Last
year our enrollment Was 261; being 120 more than the average institute
pefore the introduction of the graded plan. All concerned, are impressed
with the importance and necessity of the plan. Our course of study con-
sists of four years or grades, with rules of promotion from grade to grade.
A number of teachers have graduated from our institute for each of our
Jast four years; making an alumni of thirty-nine. Members of the alumni
are entitled to a professional certificate on application without taking the
teachers' examination, after once having complied with the requirement for
a first-class certificate.

It has been our purpose to employ the very best available instructors, and
to insist upon the practics of the best methods in all class work.

Each member of the institute is required to keep a book for recording
notes and suggestions of the instructors; the matter to be of a nature that
will aid the teacher in practical school.room work. These books are col-
lected, marked and returned to the owners at the close of the institute; the
marking being made a part of the institute record. A normal certificate is
given to each member at the close, showing their standing in all work done
at the institute,

SCHOOL-HOUSES,

There are six brick and ninety-one frame school-houses in the county. As
arule, they are in fair repair. Two or three are built each year to take the
place of buildings that have become unfit for use. The average school-
house of Jefferson county is 24x26 feet, with three windows of twelve lights
each, on each side of the room, a door in the center of the end of the build-
ing, a black-board across the entire end of the building opposite the door,
seals facing the black-board, a twelve foot ceiling and a coal stove at or
bear the center of the room. The ventilation being only such as is afforded

by the windows and door. The room being comfortable and conveniently
arranged.

16
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GROUNDS,

The school-house site usually consists of one acre of ground, and about
five out of six are enclosed by a pine or oak-board fence. Many of our
school yards appear naked and bare, owing to a lack of shade trees; yet,
there are a very few yards in which trees have not been set out, but in
many the trees have perished. A new supply is put out each season, and we
hope that within a few years the school yards of this county will be well
shaded. Many of the out-houses in our school yards have been neglected,
A good deal of pains has been taken to bring about a remedy by reminding
our school officers when meeting them, and by circular and private letter.

SCHOOLS.

The gradually increasing zeal on part of our teachers and patrons tends
toward keeping our schools fully abreast with the times. Grading our
normal institute in 1882 was followed by the grading of our common
schools in 1896, Our graded course of study consists of six grades or years,
each grade to be completed by the average pupil in ten months, making
gixty months for the common school course. The course of study gives the
branches that should be taught in each grade, with the nature and extentof
the instruction for the same. It also contains rules for promotion from
grade to grade, a few sections of the school law, and makes provision for
graduation and diploma. The grading was begun in sixty-four schools of
our county during the fall and winter of 1586, and at present eighty-one out
of the ninety-four common schools of our county are working upon the
graded plan. The teachers and patrons are taking great interest in this
measure, and we firmly believe, even at this early date, that it is a decided
suceess in Jefferson county. The number of months of school in each dis-
triet, per year, vary from six to nine months, with an average of about eight
and one-third months. ‘The average summer wages for teachers was a trifle
more than $23.00 per month, and the winter, $32.50. This was for the year
closing July, 1886,

All the common branches receive due attention in our schools, usually;
in a few instances they do not. Drawing and vocal music are taught to a
limited extent, and, so far as known, special physiology is taught in all
schools of the county.

COUNTY TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION.

Our County Teachers’ Association is a source of much good in our school
work. The association was organized at the close 0f the normal institute in
August, 1882, A constitution and by-laws were framed, adopted, and
officers, consisting of president, vice-president, seeretary and treasurer,
elected. From four to six of these meetings are held each year in the towns
and villages of the county. They are well attended by teachers, school
oflicers, patrons and pupils.

The credit given these meetings as a help in school work has increased
with each succeeding year. They are beginning to be looked upon as &
necessary thing to successful and progressive school work.
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JOHNSON COUNTY,

BY 0. A, BYINGTON.

Considering Johnson county as a whole, the conditions of our schools is
aot discouraging, and fair progress has been made in advancing our educa-
tional interests. The general public seem to be giving an increased atten-
tion to our public schools.

The attendance at the normal institute of 1836 was the largest in the
history of the county, and the prospects are favorable for an increased at-
tendance this year. There seems to be a more general disposition on the
part of the teachers to attend, and its importance seems to be more fully
appreciated than formerly. We are attempting to make the sessions of the
institute what the law contemplates they should be—a normal training
school. In arranging our courses of study we are seeking to give more at-
tention to the study of methods. However, 1t is still necessary to embrace
some academic tiaining in our Institute work. We are making a special
effort to impress upon our teachers of experience the value of an annual
study and discussion of the most approved methods. Our aim is to make
the institute an annual meeting of all the teachers of the county for the
study of normal methods.

There is such uniformity in the construction of our school-houses, and in
the character of the school-grounds, that little can be sald concerning them.
Our sehool-houses are nearly all frame structures, with no attempt at archi-
tecture; painted white; with a seating capacity of perhaps fifty; about
thirty by twenty feet in size; heated by coal or wood stoves; lighted by
windows on both sides, and with no special means of ventilation other than
the doors and windows. Except in extreme weather they are reasonably
comfortable and convenient. The grounds generally comprise about one
acre. Many of our school-houses are located in natural groves, others have
numerous planted trees, while a few are without shade. Many trees have
been planted of recent years, and in the near future our school-grounds
will be much better shaded.

The average length of term during the year is about eight months. The
Wages of the teacher have been unusually low during the past year, but
they were frequently thus fixed because of the prevailing low prices of all
articles of produce,

During the past year a greater number of educational meetings were held
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in the county than during any previous year. Meetings were held in varj.
ous localities, and thus local interest was enlisted. As a general rule the
meetings were well attended and productive of good results.

During the past year the board of supervisors, at the request of the
county superintendent, purchased a classification register for each schoo]
in the county. We anticipate excellent results from its use. The objeet is
to make a record of the school work of the term. 1t enables a new teacher
to classify the scholars without difficulty.

In conclusion, the educational interests of the county are not being neg-
lected. It can confidently be said that our schools are improving. The
qualifications of our teachers are better and the standard of education is
raised higher each year.

KEOKUK COUNTY.

BY NANNIE TORRENCE.

The normal institute of 1886 was a grand success in point of attendance,
numbers, enthusiasm and work accomplished; the enrollment being 265, the
largest in the history of Keokuk county. The one object kept steadily in
view at our institute was the elevation of the schools. We endeavored to
inspire the teachers with a love for their work and to rouse such an enthu-
siasm that it would be felt in their schools. In 1883 a course of study con-
forming with the State course was adopted, which has been adhered to ever
since with but few changes. That year a class of eighteen completed the
course. In 15884 there were thirteen graduates, in 1885 seventeen, in 1856
twenty-one.

*  As asupplement to the normal institute we have a teachers’ association,
which is doing good work. We have township meetings each month and
county meetings twice a year. They are well attended, and much interest
manifested by teachers and patrons.

Three new school-houses have been built during the past year, two in the
rural districts and one in Sigourney, costing $18,000. It is a beautiful, com-
modious building, heated by the Ruttan system. The lighting is excellent.
The greatest attention was given to the arrangement for the comfort and
convenience of the pupils. The grounds of a majority of our schools are
well cared for, being well fenced, and shade trees in good, thrifty condition.
Am sorry to state, however, that in quite a number of our districts the
reverse of this is true. We are doing all we can to better the condition of
affairs by calling the attention of the directors to this neglect.
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The length of term, as well as the salary of the teacher, is steadily in-

%1 boards of our county, with but one or two exceptions, have
taken what steps they could to comply with the law in regard to teaching
the effects of narcotics and stimulants.

An effort (which we think will be successful) is being made to grade the
country schools, We are blessed with earnest, hard-working teachers, who
are doing all in their power to further any object they believe will benefit
the schools. Weleh’s Classification Register is used in some of the schools,
Bat has never been adopted and provided by county board.

The Teachers' Library Association is in a flourishing condition. The
library, which is kept at the county superintendent’s office, and of which
he, by virtue of his office, is librarian, consists of nearly one thousand vol-
umes. It is increasing constantly in membership and number of volumes,
and is well patronized by the teachers.

The Reading Circle is doing excellent work. We have ninety-two mem-
bers, an increase of fifty per cent over last year.

The cirenlation of the School Visitor, a county educational journal, is
rapidly increasing. Nearly every teacher in the county takes it in addition
to other journals. It is sent free to all school officers.

While there is much yet to be done for the schools, and many places where
they can be improved, we feel that the cause of education is making rapid
advancement in our county.

KOSSUTH COUNTY.

BY B. F. REED.

In submitting this report I feel that T am fully justified in stating that
the educational interests of this county are advancing. A majority of our
teachers are the ambitious and persevering daughters of pioneer farmers.
'lfhey exhibit a fortitude and courage seldom witnessed in any other profes-
fion—many of them walking a mile and building their own fires during the
winter term. In their tact and ability to govern, our teachers, even in the
lowest grades, have reached a standard of rare excellence : out of the one
hundred and twenty teachers employed during the last winter term only
seven showed a weakness in this im portant qualification, but, owing to the
?t:llthat many of them entered the profession before they had strength of
v ect or force of character to render effective school work, [ regret to say
” ti: :1:111? found about fifty who showed any marked degree of superiority

aptness to teach. I am convinced that they are too limited in their
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general knowledge, and found wanting in mental discipline and depth of
education. I have done everything I could to have them realize their situg.
tion, and it is encouraging to know that they do. As our last institute
examination, in which all of the teachers participated, was ten per cent
more difficult than any previous one, it left many of the teachers on proba-
tion with a lower grade of certificate than usual, But judging from the
way they are studying and working, I know it will not be long before they
will overcome this deficiency. At present there is a general educational
awakening all along the line. They are thirsting for methods, and are pur-
suing courses of study and seeking light wherever it can be found.

Notwithstanding the rigidity of the examinations and other exacting
requirements, my teachers consult me as a friend and treat me with all the
courtesy that I could desire.

Most of our village schools are in charge of experienced instructors, and
very favorable reports are coming in in regard to their excellence.

Our eity schools were never under the control of a better corps of teachers
than they are at the present time, and now, that we are fully established in
our commodious $19,000 school building, we have a system of graded
schools that is a credit to our county.

In this county we have 125 teachers employed at the same time ; although
we have only 104 regular school buildings,and these contain all together but
745 volumes of library books and $3,270 worth of school apparatus. It
further appears that these buildings were erected at a total cost of $47,650,
and are surrounded by only 78 shade trees, During the past year over
$20.539 were paid for the services of our teachers, in addition to nearly
$6,600 that were paid for rent and repairs of gehool buildings, fuel, dictiona-
ries, apparatus, insurance, salaries for janitors, secretaries and treasurers,
and for supplies, brooms, chalk, etc. We have 3,816 pupils of school age;
but for some reason 948 of them were deprived of free education, as only
2,908 became enrolled, and the average daily attendance in the county sank
down to 1,786,

The average cost of tuition per month for each pupil in the county is
about $3.40. The Independent District of Algona comes to the front with
an average cost of only $1.15 for each pupil per month, while some of the
townships have reported an average cost of $5.95 for each pupil during the
same length of time.

The Northern Iowa Normal School, located at Algona, under the efficient
management of such an able and well known educator as Prof. J. C. Gil-
¢hrist, has already done much to inspire a spirit of educational activity
among our teachers. This prosperous institution having attracted the
attention of many of our sister counties, bids fair to be the leading seat of
learning in this part of the State.

Our last normal institute was a decided success in many ways. Although
we had an attendarce of one hundred and seventy-four teachers, being the
largest number ever enrolled in this county—and I think the largest in the
State, in proportion to our population—we avoided the monotonous lecture
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system by creating separate departments, a feature that met with cniversal

: In regard to the affairs of the office, I will say that so much territory is

in big Kossuth that the adjusting of differences between the
townpship boards and other interested parties as to the removal and location
of sehool-houses, the boundary lines of sub-districts, the establishing of
granted schools, etc., occupies nearly one-half of my time. But, notwith-
standing these encroachments, by the aid of special deputies which I have
employed 8t my own expense, I have been able to attend to the oftice de-
tails and visit nearly all the schools once each term since I have held this
position.

The Kossuth School Journal, published monthly in connection with this
office, which circulates among all the teachers and school officers, is &
potent factor in my work, and of more assistance to me than a regularly
appointed deputy could be,

LEE COUNTY.

BY J.J. DOFFLEMYER.

The educational interests of Lee county are advancing. The schools in
the cities and towns have closed an unusually successful year’s work, and
the teachers, generally, have a great reserve force of enthusiasm for next
year's duties.

I have this year discontinued the third class certificate.

We expect a large attendance of teachers and students of the profession
at our normal institute. It will be divided in two parts: a graded section
and an ungraded section. The former will include those who teach in ﬁmt.‘
second or third grades of public school work; the latter all others enrolled.
Each section will have instruction adapted to its needs, and will be separate
from the other as a body. The ungraded section will be further classified
on the basis of the qualification and experience of its members. It will be
thus sub-divided into three parts: A, B, C.

We shall this year endeavor to accomplish much that shall be of imme-
diate value to our teachers. To this end the work attempted will be such
8s has been proven necessary, and will be so arranged that it may be imme-
z'::l! given a place in the teacher’s outline of her own work in her next

I believe much is lost in our institutes by not duly regarding the pressing
Deeds of the schools. Too often the work attempted is purely academic. In
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far too ambitious for the usually short session of the
:1':‘;;:11?‘:;'::&1::1'00 of good resulta*d'i'eachar! expect that which will
them in their urgent n ;

pmh:ﬁﬂg:;?u very many pretty school-houses. A large number of them
are brick or stone; others are neat and substantial frame h'ounas. Most all
are properly heated and well lighted: but tev_v are wisely ventilated. Asa
rule, comfortable and convenient furniture is found, and some money has
been expended for apparatus for country schools, In some few schools there
is no apparatus worthy the name, and the furniture is the most crude.

The general condition of the grounds around the country school-houses is
that of neglect. The ont-houses generally are monuments to the low
thoughts of those barbaric vandals which invade and debauch most schools,
Around most, the fences are well kept, and there has been a generous pro-

in the planting of trees.
Vl;i‘z: E:(;;;meool-hou;a and grounds are in splendid condition. These
schools are also amply provided with the very best furniture and the most
ratus.
08;1;::: 1::':1‘;[1 of term for our schools varies from six to nine months,

In most instances salaries are fair; but we have a few who would almost
teach for nothing and board themselves beside. These, I need not add, are
not our best teachers, and we have our official eye on all of them. All of
the common school branches are taught in the schools of that grade, and
our high sehools, in this particular, rank with those of any county.

In the city schools, penmanship, drawing and vocal music are taught by
special teachers. This s found to be the most fruitful method of instruc-
tion. In the schools of Keokuk and Ft. Madison, vqcal music has proven
iteelf a great blessing in the way of general discipline .aa well. The law
concerning physiology has been very generally observed in Lee county, but
[ am not now able to make a full report of the manner and extent of in-
struction in the same.

LINN COUNTY.

BY F. J. SESSIONS,

The schools of this county are in a fair condition, and are making sub-
stantial improvement in many directions. As arule, I find each community
having as good schools as the people intelligently and persistently demand.
I have labored earnestly and constantly to awaken a more lively interest on
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ns in the cause of the publie school, to the end that the
m::rmm schools might be imperative. In the past year there
have been organized »county teachers’ association and three district asso-
cistions, each of the latter embracing from two t,o five townships. There
pave been held three county meetings and thirteen district meetings,
The interest and enthusiasm of teachers in these association meetings have
peen most hearty. The patrons of the schools have attended in fair num-
pers, and have taken part in many of the discussions in a way which has
peen profitable to all. The results have been very gratifying. Already I
see a tendency to hold good teachers in place for longer terms of work, and
I think there is a desire to re-elect faithful directors. There is also a grow-
ing disposition on the part of school boards to replace old mixed lots of text-
books with books modern and uniform. There is also a tendency toward
the payment of better wages for good teachers.

The people of Brown township have just voted to organize their nine
schools on the independent township distriet plan ; thus cutting down the
number of directors from nine to six.

At the last meeting, in March, the board of directors of the distriet town-
ship of Fairfax elected Mr. C. E. Bonner as principal of the township high
school and made him township superintendent of schools. The plan is
working finely, and is resulting in good to the schools. The boards of two
other townships are considering the plan, and I hope in a short time each
will elect township superintendents. The plan, briefly, is this: the board
appropriates $100 to pay a township superintendent ; then selects the teacher
of the township best qualified for the work, and arranges his term of schoola
80 that he has one month or more to devote to inspection and supervision of
the other schools ; when he is teaching he devotes as much time as possible
to assisting his teachers and advising directors. He doesnot do the work of
the county superintendent, but supplements it by looking after many detalls
which it is impossible for the latter to attend to in his necessarily burried
visits. The coumty superintendent plans and directs the work in general,
and the township superintendent sees that the plans are carried out in
detail. The results are, system and uniformity in the work of the schools.

The schools of the county are being graded or classified according to
Welch's scheme as;rapidly as possible. Before the close of the next fall
terms I hope to have all rural schools working up to this plan.

It is not necessary to speak, perhaps, of the work of the city and town
graded schools in detail. It is sufficient to say that we have seven graded
schools which fit pupils for entrance to the freshman classes of most of the
colleges of the State. Some of them do work still more advanced than this.
Allare in excellent condition.

There are fewer district quarrels now than when I first came in office, and
I'bave had but one appeal case come to trial.
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NORMAL INSTITUTES,

The teachers of this county are divided into tou!' classes for institute
work, and follow substantially the plan outlined by the State Department
of Public Instruction.

I seek to have my institute instructors impress best methods of teach-
ing by following those methods in their classes at normal. I do not
have as much academic work done in institute as some superintendents do,
but aim to have much of didactics and normal methods.

Last year | organized the primary teachers of the county into a class by
themselves, and gave them a teacher specially fitted to instruct them in
best primary methods. The results were such as to warrant me in doing
the same this coming institute, I also formed a principals’ section for the
discussion of topics of special interest to prineipals and high school teachers,
This feature was a success and I shall re-organize the section again this

year,
SCHOOL- HOUSES.

Of the 197 school-houses in the county, 170 are frame; twenty-five brick,
and two stone. Country school-houses are, with few exceptions, built of
wood, They are all heated by stoves and ventilated by means of the
windows. As to comfort and convenience little can be said in their favor,
though most of them are well seated and fairly well supplied with charts,
maps and black- boards.

The city and town buildings are more pretentious, notably those recently
built in !Cedar Rapids and Springville. In the past four years three fine
buildings have been built in Cedar Rapids, all of which are heated and ven-
tilated by the best air system and provided with dry closets. The Marion
high schonl building is heated and ventilated by a steam system.

GROUNDS.

Generally the county school-houses are pleasantly located on good roomy
grounds, which in too many cases are indifferently fenced, they are, how-
ever, mostly surrounded by few or many shade trees. A few school-houses
have no trees and there seems to have been no attempt to grow them. I
am pleased to report that generally I find the out-houses in fair condition, &
few are in filthy, obscene condition, There are but few double privies, and
at many:schools the entrances to the out-houses are screened by high
fences. In the main I can see some improvement in the condition of out-

houses in the past year,

SCHOOLS.

The average length of the school year for the country is 7.2 months, for
the whole county is 7.5 months. Terms of school vary from two to four
months in length. Our schools enrolled seventy-one per cent of the school
population last year. Two good colleges, a business college and an academy
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in the county drove a good many of the oldar pupils from the public schools.
Average salary paid males last year, $40.05; females, $26.88 per month, A1l
the common branches are taught in schools having pupils old enough to
take the higher ones. Penmanship is being taught in all schools. An ef.
fort is being made to have more attention paid to the teaching of this
branch. At the last institute a special instrustor in drawing gave impetus
to this work, and now in many schools drawing is being taught in a limi-
ted way. The schools of Cedar Rapids, Marion, Springville and Mt. Ver-
non, each have drawing in the regular course, and do good work. The law
in regard to hygienic physiology is being very generally complied with. [
do not know of a single school in which instruction is not being given in
this branch either orally or from a text-book.

GENERAL,

While the schools of the couaty are not all that I should like to have
them, yet I have many reasons to feel encouraged and filled with hope for
their future. Among the many things needful to assure their more com-
plele success are the necessity of a more compact and wieldy district or-
ganization, with the township as the unit. A longer tenure of office for
the director, longer terms of employment for the teacher, and the entire
removal of the county superintendency from the influence of politics,

LOUISA COUNTY.

—

BY MRS. L. G. MURDOCK,

—_——

ue’i’h;?:fj;:::h of education in this county compared with adjoining coun-
? . a perceptible degree of progress in e
i e g very department of it,
8. From two ungraded classes four
‘ years ago, we no
ll';detli divisions, with work suited to each grade, S e
have sought to make teachers, not scholars; have tried to abolish

the i
: m:?t;fa:n tt:; normal is a place wherein to freshen the memory or
ey amination, but a school for the purpose of learning to

¢ The methods employed ;
l-room work, th P oyed to accomplish this have been largely practical

i I. © presenting of subjects to teachers, as they should be

d. The special f
eatures of
With actual classes, ang th, o our normals have been the primary methods

the e exhibit of work brought from all
county, and displayed after the manner of a fzir. e
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§CHOOL-HOUSES.

a. The majority of the houses are frame, constructed without any spe-
cial plan, being mostly of the same size, 20x24 feet.

b. One fine brick building at Lettsville is heated by furnace; all others
with eommon wood or coal stoves.

¢. But three or four houses in the county have any means of ventilation,
except by the windows and doors.

d. About 756 per ceni are comfortable and convenient, with entry way,
ghelves and hooks for dinner paila and wraps; the balance need repairs to
make them truly comfortable.

a. The general condition of grounds is very good; a few yards are
uncared for. ;

b. But a small proportion have good, clean out-houses. There is gener-
ally one in a passable condition, but it is rare to find two in good repair,
and there are several districts in this county without any whatever.

¢. The greater number of yards are enclosed by good fences; a few are
without, and two or three still eling to barb wire in lieu of an upper board.

d. Inmany districts there are natural trees; in others, where not already
growing, Arbor Day was generally observed, and from fifteen to twenty
trees planted.

a. The average length of school term in this county is 7.7 months.
About 50 per cent hold nine months of school, 20 per cent eight months,
and the remainder six and seven,

b. The average salary paid male teachers is $43.37; females, $28 40,

¢. In the country schools the common branches, and sometimes algebra,
are taught. In the graded schools, algebra, botany, ancient history,
geometry, astronomy, ete.

SPECIAL BRANCHES.

d. (1.) Writing is done in nearly every school, but penmanship seldom
taught. (2.) Drawing is not taught, except by merely copying patterns of
objects as a recreation from study. (3.) All schools learn songs and sing,
but vocal muaie is not presented as a study, as a rule. (4.) Hygienie
physiology is generally taught, and both teachers and directors are doing
the best they know to fulfill the requirements of the law regarding it,
although in many districts the patrons, and oftentimes the directors, are
not in sympathy with it. In some instances, parents have refused to fur-
nish text-books on the subject, and the instruction has been entirely oral.

On the whole, the schools in Louisa county are doing good work. In
some cases the want of proper text-books, maps, ete., 18 a great drawback,
but in some way the teacher manages to go on. As a rule, the patrons need
to be awakened to greater interest, and this I have made effort to do, in
school and social visitation.

The question of having good, clean out-houses on school grounds, needs
more attention everywhere. I have urged this necessity upon directors,
teachers and the people, on every opportunity, and shall, so long as there 18
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se. As a suggestion, if vocal music was made one of the common
branches to be taught in the schools, the result could not be otherwise than
for a good and moral effect.

LUCAS COUNTY.

BY J. M. HANLIN.

In compliance with your request of April 30, I herewith submit a state-
ment of the condition and progress of education in Lucas county.

CORDITION AND PROGRESS,

Our schools present a pleasing record of increaseduring the year in nearly
all the items which indicate effective school-work; marked improvement in
country school-houses; greater attention given to the sanitary condition and
the general care of buildings and premises; a greater demand for better
qualified teachers; more attention given to primary instruction; an increase
in the enrollment and average daily attendance.

Reasonable efforts have been made to increase the interest of the people
in education; to bring before the directors the responsibility of their office
and to induce teachers to seek a higher standard of preparation for thei:"
profession. We have a fine educational library of several hundred volumes,

well patronized by the teachers, while ninety-
¢ y-five per cent of our teach
read good educational journals. -

NORMAL INSTITUTE.

Our normal institute has been steadily growing in popularity, interest and
influence,  In 1876 there were fifty-four members, in 1886 one hundred and
&mty-fo.ur. Our aim is the improvement of the teacher in everything

pertains to the discharge of his professional duties. We seek to in-
crease his scholarship by presenting higher standards of attainment; to in-
ﬁmul:lm with cle'arer f:ouceptious of the nature and objects of education,
e acquaint him with those principles and methods of teaching and
thui:?:;lm: which are the basis of success in his work. In my visits to
o 8 L note the defects and errors observable, and in the normal in-
try to reach and correct the greatest and most prevalent. We also

seek to establ
sesshog ish a bond of sympathy and interest between teachers and the
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SCHOOL-HOUSES.

School-houses built the last ten years are commodious, comfortable, con-
venient. well lighted, with better means for ventilation provided. Tha
usual dimensions are twenty by twenty-four feet, and ten to twelve feet
high, for thirty pupils. This gives sixteen square feet of floor surface and
from 160 to 192 cubic feet to each pupil.

GROUNDS.

The grounds are very generally high and rolling, securing good surface
drainage, and well removed from swamps and stagnant waters, where ma-
larial and miasmatie vapors would endanger the health of pupils and teach-
ers. In almost every instance the houses face the south or east. Nearlyall
the grounds are surrounded by substantial board or smooth-wire fences,
Many of the grounds have natural groves of oak and hickory, and on most
of the others, maple, oak, elm and box-elder have been set out. A number
of schools in the rural districts observed Arbor Day in an appropriate and
very beautiful manner, the patrons in many instances participating.

SCHOOLS.

The length of the school-year, the enrollment and attendance, and the in-
crease of teachers’ salaries, have increased the present year. Orthography,
reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, language, history, and hygienic

* physiology as required by session laws, 1886, are taught in all the schools,

Drawing, algebra, elementary physics and rhetoric are taught in a number
of the schools. American and English literature, geometry, book-keeping
and English history are taught in the schools of Chariton and Lucas.

GENERAL.

There is no open hostility to the law requiring instruction on the effects
of stimulants and narcotics. While, in some districts, it has not been as
fully enforced as it should have been, there has been a very general effort
on the part of all to observe its provisions in good faith.

LYON COUNTY.

BY B. H. PERKINS

Replying to your inquiries regarding the condition and progress of educa-
tion in Lyon county, [ would say:
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Qur sehools are finely organized with the course of study found in Welch’s
Classification Register.

We have been working to secure the unity of the rural schools and place
them on equal vantage ground with town schools.

Our methods proceed primarily from the teacher’s enthusiasm. By this
we seek to enthuse directors and people. Through them we endeavor to
present to the people all reforms.

No special features prevail. In general our work is done by correspon-
dence and reports. We make annual visits and are able to reach some dis-
tricts oftener.

As to normal institute work of the State we do not venture to offer crit-
jeism. In our county, however, we have endeavored

1st. To secure professional in distinction to scholastic work.

2d. To foster the social and fraternal element among teachers.

Qur school houses are of the ordinary old fashioned gable roof style, ven-
tilated often by broken windows, and heated by rickety stoves and with
poor fuel. We have, however, some model of comfort and econvenience to
which we are constantly pointing for emulation.

Grounds generally fair. No fences. Trees according to statute generally,

The annual term is generally seven or eight months. Salaries range from
$25 to $35 per month.

Common school branches taught with occasional algebra, botany and
zoology. Penmanship receives considerable attention.

Drawing is neglected, save in map drawing. Voeal music is practiced but
not taught scientifically. Physiology taught according to law.

MADISON COUNTY.

BY E. R. ZELLER.

The graded four years’ course was adopted for our county normal institute
three years ago. The teachers and those about to enter upon the business
were. divided into four grades. An average standing of ninety per cent is
Tequired of the A grade for graduation, and the same per cent of the other
Rrades for promotion. In addition to this the A grade is required to have
&0 experience of nine terms in successful teaching before diplomas are
granted. Two results are hoped for from this plan. First, regular attend-
ance through four consecutive sessions by those who expect to make teach-
:Ecg’_e“ business, and to discourage and hinder those who would make of

1Ig a temporary expedient. Second, the gradual closing of our school-
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houses to all teachers who have not completed the course, and offering
greater inducements for those to enter who have.

Since adoption of the graded course regular study and recitation in the
staple subjects of common gchool work has been the special business of the
lower grades, while algebra, rhetoric, civil government, general history and
patural philosophy, are added in the higher grades. Penmanship, drawing
and didactics are treated incidentally and in a general way.

No attempt has been made at gradation in our country schools. Other
objects to be accomplished are more essential while the circumstances are
unfavorable. Uniformity in text-books, in length of school year, in ability
of teachers, in attendance of pupils, and in a quickening of an educational
interest, is what we seem most in need of. With this, uniformity of school
work will be easily acec mplished; without it, gradation only in name, is
impossible. We hope for much in this direction from our county normal
institutes, When a certificate of attendance for four consecutive terms at
the institute and a diploma of graduation shall become a test of a teacher's
qualification, there must inevitably be a uniformity of methods, of interest,
and of teaching and ability. The want of uniformity in text-books is a
great obstacle to uniformity of work. It is a great evil, and all the more
annoying because easily remedied. Give us free text-books or statutory
prohibition of the text-book tratlic.

During the past two years a persistent and systematic attempt has been
made to arouse interest in the public sehool. Schools have been visited and
revisited, township and neighborhood meetings have been held, in which
directors aud parents have been induced to participate. ‘I'hese meetings
have been growing in interest and results have been far reaching, enduring
and most gratifying. .

During the past year an effort has been made to bring out a special school
exhibit at the county fair. We were successful far beyond our most san-
guine expectations. There were over five hundred entries. Specimens of
school work were classified under four heads as follows: Arithmetic, pen-
manship, map drawing and industrial work. This exhibition of school
work has had the effect of wonderfully arousing the minds of pupils, teach-
ers and parents on the grand possibilities of our common schools. Without
awakening a vain hope for better school-houses, better teachers and better
methods, the people can nevertheless be made to believe that now as
formerly the ** publie school is the hope of our country.”
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MAHASKA COUNTY.

BY M. HEDGE.

Our normal institute is divided into a course of four years, embracing
instruction in all of the branches required to be taught by law in the State.
The last year of the course is given to the study of elementary algebra,
American literature, botany, the history of education and civil government
of the State and Nation. Where teachers have finished this prescribed
course and passed a satisfactory examination, they are awarded a diploma
with the standing in each branch marked. The promotions made each
year are based on attendance and class records. The instruction aims
to enlist close thought and observation to principles to be taught and the
most approved methods of presenting them.

Last year we atked the teachers to preserve a note book outline of the
instructions given, which was examined by the county superintendent,
marked on neatness and accuracy, and made a part of the institute records.
It proved to be beneficial in many ways. While visiting the district we
found many of these note-books doing service in the schools. In this way
the enthusiasm and spirit of the instructor is carried into the schools.

No one is granted a diploma who has not obtained a first class certificate
and had successful experience in teaching. As long as teachers holding
these diplomas show themselves to be progressive and awake to the best
interests of the schools, we have encouraged school officers to give them
special consideration. It 18 an incentive to others to become members of
the post-graduate class The usefulness of the institute would be greatly
enlarged if there could be greater uniformity in its course of study through-
out the State. The diplomas awarded should be recognized outaide of the
county where they are given.

Our school houses are generally well lighted, comfortable and tolerably
well supplied with apparatus, but the out-buildings need attention. The
average length of term for the year in the entire county in 1856 was seven
;l;laona half months. The average salary was, males, $35.44; females,
diuT::::: a good interest in penmanship and drawing, and a few of the

wnships have authorized algebra to be taught in their schools.

The 0“':8““118 receiving special attention just now is the classification of
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the country schools. Weleh’s Classification Register has been purchaseq
by the board of supervisors and is now in use in all of the districts, A
course of study has been adopted, and when adhered to closely has always
given a new impetus to the school. These measures for better organization
have been well received by the people, and the teachers are in hearty accord
with their object and design.

Acting on the suggestion of the State Department, we have held town-
ship meetings in the district townships and some of the independent dis-
tricts with good results. At these meetings the educational interests of the
district were discussed in an informal way.

Compliance with the narcotic law has been, with a very few exceptions,
heartily and universally responded to. Most of the instruction has been
given orally, but books are slowly working their way into all the grades,
Taken all in all, the school work in this county is advancing, and will be
more encouraging as we become better organized.

MARION COUNTY.

BY C. B. BOYDSTON.

We think it can be truthfully said that the condition both of the schools
and the teachers of this county has been largely improved in the past year,
and in general the educational work in this county is in a more satisfactory
condition than at any previous time. We do not wish, however, to be un-
derstood as saying that every condition of educational work is flatteringly
good. This would not be true if said, nor do we think it eminently true in
any portion of our State. Our code of school laws is so barren of good re-
sults in many particulars, lacks in force to carry forward the work success-
fully in s0 many ways, that the highest and best results of the free-sehool
system are practically barred.

In 1886 the normal institute of this county was thoroughly graded on the
course laid down by State authority. The result has been of great value to
teachers of this county. Notwithstanding the lack of force in our law to
require attendance, eighty-five per cent of our teachers were enrolled at the
normals of 1886-7. It was our chief object in the normal instructions to
secure uniformity of work among the teachers in the best and most ap-
proved methods. In this we were largely successful. We venture a erit-
icism upon the normal institute work in many places where it seems to bé
the chisf object to enroll large numbers, rather than benefit those who con-
stitute the teaching force. It is nonsence in the highest degree—worse, it i8
criminal neglect of the interest of the teachers for a county superintendent
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|s time canvassing his county with a brass band, bass-drum and
cymbals included, to enroll an army of three or four hundred in hlfs normal,
who when assembled he can neither manage, nor benefit. Normal institutes
should be run solely for the benefit of teachers, and not for show, or for ad-
vertisement in cheap school journals or county newspapers.

As the old sehool houses wear out they are replaced by new ones of modern
style, with better means of heating, ventilation and light. Several of this
class have been erected in,the last two years.

During the last year Welch'’s Classification Register and course of study
for common schools has been purchased by our board of supervisors, and
placed 1n every rural school in the county. At our last normal thorough in-
structions were given in classification and grade work. The out look at
present is very promising of success in the introduction of this system. All
the teachers are pleased with this ‘‘new departure,” and take hold of it with
a commendable zeal that is worthy of success.

Hygienic physiology as contemplated by the enactments of the Twenty-
first General Assembly, is being taught by every teacher in the county. In
many cases it is not taught with the best results, for the reason that boards
of directors, through indolence, willfulness or parsimony neglect to provide
the necessary means.

We venture a few suggestions as to the needs of further and more definite
legislation. The duties of school boards as set out in section 2, chapter 1 of
the acts of the Twenty-first General Assembly, providing for the teaching
of the effects of stimulants and narcotics, are 8o meagre and indefinite that
boards of directors construe anything, or nothing done on their part as
**observance of this statute and making provisions therefor.” This statute
should be so amended as to specifically point out the duties of boards in
furnishing supplies, such as charts, ete., for the use of teachers.

We ought to have a law that would secure to us a uniformity in text-books.

A law that provides for a closer supervision of the schools by the appoint-
ment or election of township supervisors, would be of incalculable benefit,
As it is ab present, the field is so large and the work so varied that it is im-
possible for a county superintendent to do all the work necessary for the
best interests of the schools in his county.

It would be a wise provision of law that would compel teachers to attend
normal institutes, and prohibit the enrollment by the superintendent of any
who are not teachers.

In order that the highest and best results of a free school system may be
altained, we must have some form of compulsory education enacted that
will not allow one-third of the school population of our great State to re-
fuse or neglect to attend the schools provided for them.

toputinh
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MILLS COUNTY.

BY W. M. MOORE.

In educational matters Mills county seems to compare very favorably with
her neighboring counties. The county is a small one, and consequently we
cannot report 8o large a number of teachers employed or so many school-
houses as many others do, but were there any way of estimating and com-
paring the item *' interest in education,” which so seldom finds a placein
statistics, we believe that Mills county would not be behind. Our country
schools are not so well graded as they should be, but the teachers are learn-
ing the value of reducing classes in number, laying out a line of work for
each term, and of leaving a complete record of the work accomplished dur-
ing the term, for the benefit of the succeeding teacher. We find the Classi-
fication Register, which our board of supervisors so kindly furnish to all
the schools, a very valuable aid in this work,

In distriet organization we have sixty independent districts and five dis-
trict townships containing twenty sub-districts. The interest in sehool
matters seems to be greater in the independent district than in the distriet
township. These districts usually pay better wages, have longer terms and
consequently secure better teachers. The county is unfortunate in having
many large and very irregular districts. The result of this is that many
children are almost deprived of school privileges, the school-house becomes
the **bone of contention,” and the school suffers from the neighborhood
quarrels which are sure to follow.

Education, here as elsewhere, suffers from the constant change of teach-
ers, but we can realize that teachers are growing in professional zeal and
knowledge, and by constant and careful supervision and school visitation
we have been able to discover the teacher’s weak points, and by remedying
the same to improve the teaching force of our county. There is not &
teacher at work in the county whose work has not been personally inspected
by the county superintendent,

The teachers’ normal institute 18 the principal lever used in elevating
the teacher. At the institute and our teachers’ associations they gather
their zeal and gain most of their professional knowledge. The institute of
this county is organized on the basis of the State course of study for insti-
tutes. The first class graduated in 1886, and there are prospects for a large
class in 1887,

We aim to plan our work so as to hold as many of the graduates as possi-
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ble in the institute, believing that nl_though they have ﬂni'shed the course of
study, they will still find much that is new and profitable in the work of the
institute. It has always been our aim to ma'ke our institute better rather
than larger than the one last year or the one mlthe m‘ljoinlng county.

While our actual teachers have been regular in their attendance at the in-
stitute, and we have tried hard to induce all who desired to teach to attend,
yet we have never encouraged anybody to attend the institute merely to
gwell the number enrolled, and who could be of no benefit to the institute
other than to deposit a dollar in the fund. The attendance has varied, for
the last ten years, from 81 to 136. The methods used are about the same as
thronghont the State, and the objects aimed at are to make better teachers,
cultivate their habits of study and reading, and thus improve our schools,

The county contains eighty-five school-houses, six of which are brick and
the remainder frame. Outside of Glenwood there have been no provisions
made for heating, lighting and ventilating, other than the ordinary doors,
windows and flues. The school-houses are very plain, but usually comfort-
able. The equipments, such as maps, charts, etc., are rather meager, and
it seems that the aveirage school director cannot or will not appreciate the
value of a black-board, judging by the condition and amount usually found
in the county school-house. Our towns are well supplied with comfortable
and commodious school-houses. As a rule the school grounds receive but
little care. They are nearly all enciosed with good board fences and contain
the required number of trees. Many of our houses are situated in natural
groves, while others are surrounded by nice shade trees that have been set
out for some time. The out-houses are usually kept in fair condition, but
there may be found a few that are in very bad condition and appear as a
stigma upon the reputation of the school.

The term of school varies from six to ten months each year, the average
being about eight months. The wages paid vary from $30 to $45 in the
country, to $40 to 8100 in town, the average being $41 for males and $384 for
females. All the branches required by law are taught, nearly every school
in the county having complied with the new law concerning physiology and
hygiene. Drawing is taught in most of our town schools and a few country
schools. Penmanship is the neglected study, not but that teachers try to
teach it, but the poor provisions for teaching it, and the inability of our
teachers to create an interest in this work, produces very poor results.

It is in this line particularly, that we need all supplies furnished by the
school authorities, and free to the pupils; but we hope that at no distant day
our schools may all be supplied with text-books, writing materials, and all
useful apparatus, free to all pupils. Then we may hope to realize such re-

sults from our schools as will be consistent with our expenditures and the
labor of the teachers,
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MITCHELL COUNTY.

BY H. C. BARRETT.

1 beljeye that Mitchell county stands high among the sister countiesof
Lhe State In educational work. Her prominence has however been attained,
not by spasmodie effort but rather by an onward movement which bids fair
to continue and develop.

Our normal institute bas been steadily growing in interest and econtinges
to gain in favor with teachers and people, generally. From au enrollment
of 124 in 1852 it has grown to 207 in 1886.

The institute is divided into four grades and a course of study similar in
many respects to that recommended by the Superintendent of Publie In-
struction is followed. At least twenty-five per cent of the teachers of the
county have completed the course of study but each year finds them again
in attendaoce. Diplomas have not as yet been given but teachers are
granted optional studies after having fAnished the course.

We believe that few counties can show a better class of teachers than we
ean, but we are seeking for still higher qualifications on the part of teachers
and working to remedy the defects noted in school visitation as well as o
present better methods of instruction, The normal institute is doing a
grand and noble work in this county and in words similar to those of San.
oho Panza we say, blessed ba the man who invented the normal institute.

During the past year four new school buildings have been erected anda
number of others have been put in good repair. Nearly all of our buildig
are reasonably well provided with necessary school apparatus. We regrel
that our boardsof directors have given so little thought to ventilation, heat-
ing and lighting ; but these important matters are begioning to receive the
attention their import z A

School grounds are, generally speaking, kept in very good condition, A
large number of them are well fenced and provided with trees whichina
few years will afford an abundance of shade. [ do not hesitate to say that
in muny cases little or no attention is given to the condition of our otk
houses and the evils arising from these places of pollution are allowed o

i hrough the false modesty of school officers and teachers.

Behool work has bean carried forward the past year in a peaceable and
prosp: , teachers in many districts have been retained through-
out the year. On an average seven months school have been taught during
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{he past Year and the tendency now is to divide the school year into three
terms instead of two as has been customary.

The question of teachers’ salaries has been frequently brought to the no-
tice of sckool officers as it well needs be when a difference of nearly fifteen
dollars per month is allowed to exist between the wages paid male and fe-

ale.
m‘[‘he schools of the eounty are well and or ized, each now
|aving & definite line of work to pursue. Aside from the regular branches,
under which is included physiology in compliance with State law of 1556,
word analysis, eivil government of Llowa, drawing and English literature
are taught in many schools.

The best of interest still prevails in our teachers' associations and I ean-
ot bt believe that much of the enthusiasm that exists in our work can be
traced dirsetly to these meetings.

Our reading cirele is yet in its inf , but our 1 are enthusiastio
in the cause and the indications are that the circle will be largely increased
the coming year.

A hers' library the object of which is to supply choice
reading matter to 1ta members, waa organized at the last seasionof the nor-
mal institute. It already has a membership of fifty.

While we are well pl d with the thus far achieved we hope dur-
ing the coming year to eclipse all previous efforts and with the hearty co-
operation of teachers, school officers and patrons success will crown our en-
deavor.

MONONA COUNTY. .

DY F. P. FISHER.

Our schools are improving and educational interest is increasing. Our
teachers, as a rule, realize the importance of the work in which they are
engaged, and are striving to improve in ship and in methods of
teaching. No third grade certificates have been issued since the first day
of July, 1887,

TEACHERS' NOR AL INSTITUTE.

We had the best institute ever held in Monona county, ‘The teachers were
wide-awake and attentive. We enrolled 130, which was the largest attend-
fncewe ever had. We are seeking to raise the grade of our country schools
by glving the teachers instruction in methods, We had special work in
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reading and physiology. The only criticism I have to offer is, that
work of our normal institute is not practical enough.

SCHOOL HOUSES.

Most of our school houses are frame structures. A few brick or log.
They are heated by stoves and lighted by windows ; ventilated by doors ang
windows ; fairly comfortable and convenient.

GROUNDS,

Some are well fenced and set out with shade trees; others have a wirs
fence or none at all. The out-houses are in a bad condition.

BCHOOLS.

The length of term is usually three months. The teachers receive from
twenty-five to thirty-five dollars per month. The branches taught are thoss
required by law. Drawing and vocal music are taught in some of the
schoals.  Physiology, with special reference to the effects of narcotics and
stimulants, is taught in all of the schools. We need better houses, mors
blackboards, maps, ete.

MONROE COUNTY.

BY H.J. BELL.

For many years the tendency in this county was to encourage pupils in
advanced studies, to the great neglect of those engaged in el tary work.
It was no unusual thing to find the school prog burdened
with such studies as advanced geography, advanced grammar, higher arith-
metic, algebra, and even geometry and natural philosophy. The el tary
work was hurriedly and very imperfectly done to give place and time for the
advanced work.

Ex-superintendent W. E. Elder did a valuable service in calling attention
to the importance of more careful elementary work, and in teaching better
methods of instrueting primary pupils. And the present incumbent has
earnestly labored to eliminate from the school course all higher
studies, to confine the work to the purely elementary and practical, and to
improve upon his predecessor’s methods of primary instruetion.

In these efforts, the almost universal ation of the teachers has been
experienced. Of course, opposed to these efforts have been those of many
advanced (?) pupils and their parents; but the great mass of patrons snd
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15 are thoroughly in accord with the theory that the work of common
achool should be confined within _the_ limits designed in the organization and
maintenance of the system, furnishing the masses an elementary and prac-
tical education.

Tn 1654 & conrse of study for the country school_s was prepared; teachers
were instructed as to its meaning, and the use designed to be made of it.

Many schools have been orgauized and conducted in accordance with the
spirit of the course. But owing h.j 'fhe frequent changes of teachers and the
neglect of many to leaye an intelligible record of the state of the work at
the close of the sehool, comparatively little progress has been made in the
direction of systematic conformity to the course of study. Yet nearly
every &chool in the connty has been much improved in point of grada-
tion, classification and instruetion, in consequence of the hold the spirit of
the eourse has taken upon the whole teaching force wf the county.

In 1885 a careful inspection of the school registers revealed the fact that
about three-fourths of them were not correctly kept. As a consequences, at
least that ratio of reports to district secretaries must have been incorrect.
What reliance, then, can be placed in the school statistics of the whole
State, if those from Monroe county are an average in point of correctness?

Effort has been made to correct the defects noted. Some improvement
ia noticeable. But the tant influx of new and inexperienced teachers
ig an insurmountable barrier to complete suceess in this direction.

Attention has been called to the educative force of the ehild’s surround-
ings. If alove of, and & taste for the beautiful, should be cultivated, the
¢hild must be brought into contact with, and nnder the influence of the
beaatiful. If the child is accustomed to the unsightly at home and at school
his taste for the beautiful can not develop. He grows up coarse and rude
with the spirit of destructiveness unduly developed.

School officers have been urged to put and keep the school-house, grounds,
fences, nnd out-buildings in proper condition. Teachers and pupils have
been encouraged to beantify the school-room by polishing the stove, cur-
taining the windows and adorning the walls with piut.ut"ss and mottoes; and
in the summer season they have, in soine instance, cleared the grounds of
rubbish, and planted, and eared for, varieties of decorative plants, Much
has thus been accomplished in the cultivation of the msthetic nature of the
pupils.  Much remains to be done, but the way is now open, and in this par-
ticular, the prospects are promising.

Gireal care has been exercised in the issuing of certificates. The standard
of qualifieation has again and again been raised; and yet some incompetents
succeed In meeting the letter of the requirements.

The following are the present demands:

L. For third class certificate: (a ) Of Sfour months: a minimum standing
of 65 per cent, and an average of 75 per cent.

(1) OF siz months; a mi m standing of 65 per cent, and an average of
ﬁ w; c,:l:it. Those who have taught one term must average 0 per cent, or

minsed,

19
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2, For second class certificate: (a.) Of eight months; one term’s experi.
ence, & minimum standing of 75 per cent, and an average of 85 per cayt,
Those who have tanght two or more terms must meet thess requirements,
or be refused.

(b) Of ten months; the same requirements as for eight months, exespt
that the average must be 90 per cent.

3. For lirst class certificate: Two or more terms’ successful experienes
a minimum standing of &5 per cent, and an average of 95 per cent. v

The questions used in examination are those furnished by the Department
of Public Instruction. The making of answers is very carefully done; (he
applicant is credited with all his M=8, are worth, but with no more. The
course pursted in the issuance of certificates has, of course, improved the
quality of the teaching force; but the general standing is still comparatively
low, owing to the brevity of the teacher’s p ional life. Teachers ars
constantly dropping out of the profession, and their places are being fillsd
by persons of inexperience. By this process the body of the teaching forcs
js composed of those who have had but three or four terms’ experience,
And while in scholarship and in theory of instruction and government, the
teachers of to day are much superior to those of ten years ago; yet, in prac-
tice there is not discernible so great difference. But in the midst of g
many discouragements, thal there is any pereeptible improvement is certainly
ground for encouragement.

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

Organization.—The lowa graded course of study is the basis of the insti-
tute work, The members of the iustitute are arranged into four elasses,
named Tespectively, “first-year,” *second-year."” “‘third-year,” and “fourth-
year,” Those who have never attended institnte compose the first-class;
the other classes are composed of such as present normal certificatas of
promotion showing them entitled to position in the class into whieh they
seek entrance. :

Design —The purpose of the institute is to instruet teachers in right prin-
ciples aud methods of education; to inspire in them high ideas of their
work; to develop in them a greater love for, and a deeper zeal in, their
work; in short, to produce good teachers.

Methods —Instruetors of extensive and successful experience are employed.
These are expected to L model teachers in the pr tation of their
geveral subjects. The subject is p ted, not so much for the matter of
it. as for the illustration of right principles and methods in teaching. The
instructors are expected to give, in addition to good models, preceptivé
instruetion in pringiples and methods of instruetion.

Special feature.—Each member of the institute is expected to provide
himself with the text-book in didactics designated in the course of study as
the basis of the work in the class of which le is a member. And the
instructor in didactics is expected to conduet his work in such a manner &8
that each member will experience the necessity of as carefully preparing his
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didactic work as he prepares any other work assigned him in the institute.
particnilar attention is to be given the ts of mental and the
application of its prineiples to the work of education.

Criticioms upon the institute work of the State.—1. The general tendency of
institutes, as shown hy their courses of study, is to furnish academic, rather
than didactie, instruction. Too much attention is given to the * What to
teach ™; too little to the * How to teach.” It may be said, and truly, that
snere is grent need of the academic work. But, while admitting that fact,
we should not lose sight of the trus design of the institute, nor relax our
efforts to limit it to its own proper sphere.

o A courss of reading in full harmony with the institute course of study
ghould be prepared. Evidence that one has done the reading required
should constitute part of the basis upon which a normal certificate of pro-
motion is issued.

SCHOOL-HOUBES.

Construction.—Nearly all the school-houses in the county are one-story
frame buildings. The material nsed in building is medium in quality.
The workmauship is very ordinary.

Heating and lghting.—Every country school-house is heated by a stove
loeated near the middle of the room. In cold weather, those seated near
the stove are uneomfortably warm, while those in more remote parts of the
room see suflering from cold. ;

The light is, in most cases, admitted through three windows on each side
of the room. In some instances, the degree of light may be modified by
means of shutters, and in others by means of curtaing or shades.

Ventilation.—In the construction of country school-houses, no provision
has been made for ventilation Many teachers who appreciate the import-
ance of pure air contrive ways and means by which to secure it. Many
others ean tell fiow to ventilate, but fail to vendilate. :

Oomfort and eonvenience.—Aside from the features of discomfort already
noted, many rooms are comfortable and convenient. In many ample pro-
vision is made for the proper disposition of maps and lunch-baskets; and
{le a:al: are comfortable. In many others, no adequate oanwnlsnce; are
provided.

GROUNDS.

Gieneral condition.—A few grounds are well cared for; VEry many are
fhraatly ueq;'[ecled, With few exceptions, the grounds are well located for
e general purposes of the school, and woald admirably se -
poses if properly cared for. lediticie
y Out-houses—Not one in the county properly constructed. In many dis-
[:,lm‘ there are no such things; and in many districts pretending to have
n:m.;hemoml and physical results are manifold worse than if there were
m"{; pretentions. Again and again, the attention of patrons and officers
1 called to the importance of properly constructed, and properly
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cared for out-houses. Some seem convineed, but none have as yet acted up
to the necessities of the case. True, some have moved in the right diree-
tion, and the future may reveal a bountiful harvest from the seed sown.

~ Fences —Some grounds areé not fenced:; many are poorly fenced, and a few
are nicely and substantially fenced.

Trees.—Quite a number of grounds are adorned by native groves. In
about one-third of the districts, trees have been planted and cared for. [n
some districts, trees have been planted and allowed to die; and in others,
no attempt has been made to comply with the requirements of the law con-
cerning tree-planting, although the attention of officers has frequently been

called to the matter.

SCHOOLS

Length of term.—The average school year is less than seven months. A
few districts keep school open eight or nine months each year, but many
others would keep open less than siz months annually if they could devise
any reasonable excuse for 50 doing.

Teachers' salaries.—The discussion of this topic furnishes a key to. the
whole situation, deplorable as it is in this county. The wages of teachers
are 80 low—less than $200 annually—that men and women cannot secure a
livelihood in the business. Let the advocates of, and the apologists for, low
wages writhe under this statement; they cannot figure out of $200 a yeara
decent living for any one person, to say nothing about the support and edu-
cation of a family. Young persons who cannot understand the situation
on the basis of a mathematical calculation, after a few terms’ experience,
realize it npon the basis of a practical demonstration. And about the time
they become valuable as teachers, they are torced to abandon the occupa-
tion and to seek a business that will afford a livelihood. As a result, our
sctools are constantly in the hands of those who have had little if any ex-
perience. A young person without experience has little influence in mould-
ing publie opinion in matters pertaining to the best interests of the schools.
Because of their inexperience and consequent weakness, much property I8
destroyed and irreparable loss is sustained by the children entrusted to
their care. But looking no farther than to the property loss, patrons and
officers excuse themselves from their obligations to furnish, and keep in re-
pair, conveniences, upon the plea that ** it’s no use to provide, they’ll only
be destroyed.” Too true, too sadly true; they'll only be destroyed if en-
trusted to the care of inexperience and incompetency. But is there not a
wiser economy? Is there nota remedy for these ills? Certainly; employ
as teachers men and women of mature minds; persons of successful expe-
rience and consequent power in controlling and instructing. But, it may
be said, no such persons are applying for the schools. True; but because
there is no demand for them. Let such salaries be offered as will enable
live, wide-awake men and women to live decently and comfortably, and
keep abreast the times in educational thought and methods; and plenty of
good, unselfish, zealous, enthusiastic teachers of experience will offer them-
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Jad of the opportunity to devote themselves unreservedly to the
dﬂ';:“ transcends every other in importance, and in its influence for
;ﬂm the race. Let this line of economy be pursued and see what a

on will take place in our schools! A few districts in the county
have tried this policy in a measure, and it has worked charmingly.

Branches mgm.—nmding-lncludiug spelling and language, writing,
srithmetic, geography, Eoglish grammar, physiology—in compliance with
school laws of 1888, and United States history are the regular studies pur-
sued in the country schools. Drawing is taught the primary pupils in
many schools. Vocal musie is not tanght scientifically in any school in the

county.

> GENARAL REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS.

To the educator with high ideals of ecommon school work, Monroe county
15, along with many of her sister counties, in a truly deplorable condition.
There are, it is true, some bright spots, and these encourage to continued,
persevering effort.

The general stringency in monetary affairs, and local sheortage of crops
for & serles of years, are, in many instances, made the pretext for that
economy in school expenditures that is properly denominated niggardliness.
Whenever the necessity for economy—retrenchment—is felt, the pruning
knife is first applied to the school branch of government. Teachers’ wages
are cut down; contingent expenses are reduced below the point of providing
conveniences; school-houses are allowed to crumble to uselessness; and the
little that is expended in the school work is largely wasted because of the
weakness of the force it secures

Nearly all the teachers are earnest, and willing beyond their capabilities,
to serve the public good in their respective spheres. But in very many in-
stances they do not receive that sympathetic co-operation from officers and
patrons that would enable them to work with lighter hearts and stronger
hands, and consequently produce better results,

Brief, pointed, pungent tracts from the department of public instruction,
distributed through county superintendents and by them through the
schools to officers and patrons would certainly be productive of good. Let
each tract discuss some one phase of the common school problem. Let
two or three be sent out during each month that schools are generally in
session. This course would greatly strengthen the county superintendent
and render his work much more efficient

The law should be so amended as to provide for the election of the county
Fuperintendent at the meeting of district, township and independent dis-
triet electors on the second Monday of March of every alternate even-num-
m ;:ih Qualification, certified to by the State Board of Examiners,

6 only test of the eligibility of a candidate for the county su-
perintendency. Such provisions would remove the office from the arena of
polities, and would make the term four years instead of two.

law should be further amended to abolish the office of district treas-



150 REPORT OF THE By

urer, and provide that district orders be drawn upon the county treasurer,
who shall keep a fund account with each district and shall pay all distriet
ordess from the funds belonging to the districts severally. This would
prove, in Iowa, an annual saving of thousands of dollara in the shape of
salaries, to say nothing of other losses that are annually occurring under
the present plan.

The foregoing facts, eriticisms and suggestions are submitted in the hope
that they may prove of value in showing the educational standing of Mon-

roe county.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.

BY J. F. SBAYLOR.

INSTITUTE.

Our institute has been organized upon the State course of study for three
years. This graded work meets with much favor among the teachers, yet it
must be admitted that it is yet an experiment and will require time and ex-
perience to bring it to a standard where it will be thoroughly practical. The
interest in the teacher’s training school in this county has always been es-
pecially marked.

We have endeavored as much as possible to make it a training school as
against the strictly * review ' school, i. e., a review of text-books. We
make professional principles a prominent factor, and especially that period
covering the first six or seven years of the child’s school life. In our rural
schools we find this work—oral teaching—too much neglected. Hence we
proceed on the principle that the institute should supplement the demands
of the publiec school.

CRITICISMS,

18t. Not uniformity enough throughout the State.

2d. Too many of the so-called graded institutes are only so in name.

8d. There is no way to guide and control inexperienced superintendents.

4th. Rules for promotion are often very untrustworthy.

5th. They are frequently too much of a ** review ™ school

6th. 'The attendance should be compulsory.

7th. Too fancy prices are paid for instructors.

Sth. There should be more legislation touching the control and conduct
of our institutes.
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SCHOOL-HOUSES,

e hiave the one type of school-houses familiar to all. They are loosely
too often, cold, and with little attention paid to ventilation.
But little tuought is given to light, cloak room, convenience, nor black-
Mwﬁmgdmans. We speak more particularly of the rural schools.
mmh our towns have been construnected with special care and
thought as to the above points. Nature has given us good school-house
sites a8 & rule, but out-houses, fences and trees and the school building
jtself does not always receive the care that it should. We have no more
reason to complain than our neighbors in this respect, in fact the patrons of
county are thoroughly alive to their educational interests in the
fsual acceptation of that term, but we feel that too much money is spent
without a full knowledge of the ends to be obtained.

SCHOOLS.

We are liberal in the number of months allotted to school work, ranging
from seven to nine. Teachers’ salaries, however, are not as encouraging as
one would wish. A very general compliance has been observed in the
matter of teaching narcotics and stimulants.

GENERAL REMARKS.

Notwithstanding the fact that our district organization, and the hap-
bazard way of runring our rural schools have been exposed and condemned
byschool men generally, yet it seems to be so thoroughly rooted in the
eustoms of the people that it is a most difficult task to uproot it. The peo-
ple are aware that their children do not progress as rapidly nor as thoroughly
a they should, yet they fail to diagnose the case thoroughly. The failure
is usually aseribed to ineflicient teachers, ete., where in fact the failure must
be placed primarily upon the board of education. The importance of a
fully officered board is not generally understood. Our rural boards stop
when they have elected a president, secretary and a treasurer. ' The most
important officer is left out. The people place the schools in the keeping of
the boards, and hold them responsible for knowing what the schools are
doing and knowing what to do for them. The above two functions have
never been fully met by rural boards because lack of experience on the part
of their members, and lack of time to visit schools. Experience has given
us but one successful way to accomplish this, viz.: school boards find it nec-
essary to elect a fourth officer, usually called a principal, upon whom these
responsibilities are placed. This man is usnally selected because of his ex-
perience in these matters. By his meeting with the board making regular
::Mmuent visits to the schools it is impossible; (a) to keep the board in-
hTSu::a t.ottha wor.klngs of the schools; (b) efficiency of teachers; (¢) to put

-@;’k::udf.. (d) rules and regulations; (e) records; ( f ) conduet pro-
Wmmm I;ld mp uniform .books. in fact meet any and all needed improve-
ges. Until our rural boards employ this principal or super-



152 REPORT OF THE [B1

intendent to enforce its rules, inspect the schools, and counsel with them, [
know of no sure and safe way to lift the country school out of its present
inefliciency.

A year ago we began the agitation in this county. We conducted over
fifty meetings, besides using other methods to get the matter before the peg-
ple. We are more than gratified with the success. Enough sentiment hag
been worked up to insure its adoption sooner or later. There is scarcely a
man in the eounty who does not rapidly fall in when the actual facts to
the proposed changes are submitted. )

BUB-DISTRICTS.

The sub-district organization too is a most harmful agency. It fosters
local strife, favoritism and discord, We wish the time would come when
each township could be made independent, and with a board who act as one
man upon all questions, and not one man acting as a board upon most
questions as we now find it. The cutting up of townships into independent
districts makes too many officers, does not cure the local strife drawback,
and is in fact a failure,

ELECTION OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT.

I8 it not a strange condition of things that the position of city superin-
tendent should be filled with men averaging twenty-five per cent more in
ability than our county superintéendents over the State? and this too in an
office of less responsibility. It all comes from the pernicious manner of
election. City boards choose from school men any where in the United
Btates. The county chooses from party lines inside of the county. The
former hunts for ability, the latter for availibility. The one goes into office
free to act, the other weighed down with party prejudices. I realize that
1 um saying nothing new on these points, but to bring about these changes
it is necessary to keep talking. You must excuse this lengthy discussion,
but as a matter of fact there is more room for discussion under the head of
‘‘ general remarks ' than under the specific points given to discuss.

MUSCATINE COUNTY.

BY G. W. COVERSTON.

In reply to your request 1 beg leave to submit the following report of the
schools of Muscatine county :

1. The schools of Muscatine county are in a fair condition, and gradu-
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oy {mproving- The people are becoming l:lm:ul'ea interested i::e :he work.

Muscatine, West Libertj.' and “‘Fiit‘on schools were nm_rer ore up to
(beir present standard. The indications are that the coming year we will
ﬂbﬂ‘“ advancement all along the line.”

L & August Sth, and continue two weeks. (I have no record
{o show when the first institute was organized in this county.) b, We are

»t seeking to make the scholars, but are seeking to make teachers from
i s tenchers will do the work in institute that will be required of
e in the school room. d- General, forms and methods ; special, great
effort will be put on the primary work. e. 1, too much subject matter
taught ; 2, too often the instructors shoot over the teachers; 3, the work
done in institute is not that required in the schools; 4, the teachers take
these difficult things—these exceptions to rules, aund try toteach them before
their pupils know the simple things. (We have tén failures in the primary
work to one in the more advanced. Weare going to try to strike at theroot
of the evil.)

{{l. a. Wood in most rural distriet ; brick in all others., b Heating in
Muscatine city is done by steam ; in all other schools, is done by furnaces or
stoves; lighting, by windows at back or sides of room. ¢. Larger buildings
have ventilators in the wall; others ventilate by stove, door and windows ;
4 Theold desks are giving way to the best patent seats.

IV. a. As & general thing our school-houses are well located as to
ground, and have fine school yards. b, Ouat-houses nov generally well cared
for. ¢ Fences generally in fair condition. d. Plenty of trees in nearly all
yards, except where the soil has not been favorable to their growth.

V. & From six to ten months ; average, eight and one-half months. b.
Ralaries from $20 to $150 per month ; average, about $38 per month. ¢ In
{ba ungraded schools all the common branches, and frequently bookkeeping
and algebra. d. 1, 2, In Muscatine, special teacher in penmanship and
drawing is employed ; in other schools, the teachers are paying considerable
attention to this part of the work ; 8, vocal music is not taught as it should
be; 4, hygienie physiology is taught, in compliance with school laws of 1886.

V1. I think that we need a course of study for the State: that pupils
ghould do a certain amount of work before they are promoted. Our great
#ffort next year will be in the primary grade. I want to have the work for
that grade definitely outlined.

20
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O’BRIEN COUNTY.

BY DAVID ALGYER.

()'Brien may be considered as one of the youngest counties of Iowa, and
little was done on the line of school work until 1873. Then the county was
visited by the grasshopper seourge, and as a result a changing, moving pop-
ulation made it impossible to have our schools organized with any degree of
permanency or system, until about the year 1879, when the county began to
be settled by a class that ** came to stay,” and a healthy growth from that
time to the present has developed an earnest demand for a thoroaghly or-
ganized school system for the county.

A course of study for the ungraded schools was prepared by the present
County Superintendent, and has aided very materially in systematizing the
school work of the county, which now employs one hundred and ten wide-
awake, enthusiastic teachers. We are striving to make the schools of our
county as efficient as possible.

Our teachers’ normal institutes are always organized according to a care-
fully prepared course of study, and we try to so classify and arrange the
work as to meet the requirements of every teacher. We are seeking to
make the normal institute a thorougly practical school of methods, and to
arouse a deep interest and hearty enthusiasm among teachers and school
officers. Every teacher is required to perform a certain amount of class
work daily, and we have no use for the instructor who wishes to occupy the
time in what is called the ** lecture method.”” There can be no development
of the faculties of the teacher without individual effort. We have no
hobbies in institute work, but believe that the study of the English lan-
guage ought to be emphasized.

The normal institute, if not properly eontrolled, becomes a vehicle that
earries many damaging influences, and one incompetent instructor can make
the work of an institute a failure.

Our school-houses are constructed according to the latest and most ap-
proved plans, very well arranged for heating, lighting and ventilation, but
in some cases not properly seated, the seats not being of the required
height. Our school grounds are very fine and kept in good condition, but
not generally fenced, and some attention is given to the planting and cul-
ture of trees.

The length of term is generally seven months in ungraded schools and
nine months in the graded schools,
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 galaries as a rule are not sufficient to induce good talent to re-
the work, and hence each year a large number of inexperienced
are employed. In addition to the branches required by law, we
pookkeeping and primary algebra taught in some distx"ict.s. More time
to be given to penmanship, drawing and vocal musie. We are mak-
special effort to have hygienic physiology taught in a thorough manner,
- crying evil of our Iowa school system is the disjointed relation of
::; officers. There must be a county board of education in every county,
of one representative from each district, township, and independ-
s district, before we can expect anything like system in our school work.
o school :ﬂcar& including county superintendents, should be elected at
g spring elections, and for longer terms. I hope that our legislature will
g the necessity of amending our school laws next winter, and trust that
Jowa will continue to be the banner State for common schools,

main in

bave

OSCEOLA COUNTY.

BY W.J. REEVES.

I will call your attention to a few statistics compiled from the several sec-
refaries’ and treasurers’ reports.

The number of ungraded schools in the county is 62. Number of graded
schools 2. Number of teachers 99. Females 76. Males 23. The average
wompensation of the former being $32.56 and $41.36 of the latter. I wish to
state here that there is no difference in wages between male and female
teachers in our country schools. The apparent difference is owing to the
fact that, most of the male teachers only teach during winter when wages
are advanced from $3 to $5 per month in most townships. The high salar-
les paid the principals of our graded schools also help to make this differ-
ence,

Number of persons between five and twenty-one years is 1,522. There
being 756 males and 766 females.

The total enroliment during the year was 1,163, or only about 76 per cent
of our school population.

The total number of school buildings is 63, valued at $39,260.

The value of apparatus is estimated at $2,464.

The number of trees planted on school-grounds is 482, of which 831 are in
Sibley and Ashton.

':he expenses of the several townships and independent districts is given
ow :
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Making a total in the county of $6,570.49 for contingent expenses. $13,-
990,62 for teachers and $6,156.26 for school-houses, grounds, ete., which
gives us the grand total of $26,717.37 as the cost of our schools for one year.

[ notice the salary paid secretaries and trustees varies from $45 in Wilson
township to $140 in Ocheyedan township.

OUR COUNTRY BCHOOLS.

I am pleased to report these schools steadily on the advance. The teach-
ers, as a class, are live, progressive and conscientious, seeming to realize the
importance of their work and determined to do their best. Many of our
summer schools are taught by young, inexperienced teachers, yet very sat-
isfactory work was done. With one or two exceptions our winter schools are
being taught by teachers of three or more years’experience in the work.
Already the most flattering reports reach me of the effieiency of their work.
In my visits [ have endeavored to correct the impression that the superin-
tendent is to be dreaded as a critical stranger whose chief object is to find
fault.

The superintendent should be looked upon as a friend, with whom all
achool matters should be freely talked over, that he may better point out
errors, and suggest improvements. ‘I'he attendance in our county schools
has not been what it should be, but the teachers are trying to correct this
as much as possible.

OUR GRADED SCHOOLS.

While our country schools have been progressive, this is especially true of
our graded schools, where a suflicient salary is offered to secure the best
teaching talent. 8ibley may well be proud of her schools. It is no flattery
to say they compare very favorably with any similar schools in the north-
west,

The work of the fall term just ‘closed has been thorough and very satis-
factory. An excellent course of study with rules and regulations for the
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t of the schools, has been adopted by the board, which has done
uch t0 systematize the work. Thus benefiting both teachers and pupils.
;he school Was IIever in a more prosperous condition than at present.
I am sorry to report that much of the work done in the Ashton schoel
a8 been 108t OB account of the frequent change of principals. There hav-
peen three changes during the year. The present outlook for the school,
however, is Very encouraging. Mr. Roth, the new prineipal, appears to be
a gentleman of superior teaching ability. We shall look for many good re-

sults from his labors.
UNIFORMITY OF TEXT BOOKS.

The text-book question has been disposed of for three years to come, by
the almost universal adoption of a uniform series of text-books in all the
county schools of the country.

The wisdom of this action on the part of the schoolfboards will be appar-
enttoall. Our teachers have long been hampered by the endless variety of
text-books. While this uniformity of books is very desirable in many
branches taught, teachers should not forget that they should endeavor to
rise above and become independent of text books. In many subjects that
can be taught topically a diversity of books will be found advantageous.

THE CLASSIFICATION REGISTER.

Each school in the connty has been supplied with a copy of the classifica-
tion register furnished by the county board. These register have not been in
use long enough to make their usefulness apparent to all.

There surely is need of more systematic work. With our constant change
of teaching the good results of one term are almost lost through each teach-
ér's ignorance of his predecessor’s work. A graded course of study accom-
panies each register, which, if followed carefully will do much toward
grading our country schools.

Each teacher is requested to send to this office two reports each term. In
most cases this has been carefully and promptly done. While this has added
much to the work of the superintendent’s office, it bas aided me very ma-
terially in the supervision of the schools.

I believe these reports may result in as much or more good as the visits of
the superintendent. -

EXAMINATIONS.

I have, during the year, examined 110 applicants for certificates, fifty-four
::j;h;:l have received first-class, and forty-six second class certificates, ten
Iu“ma endeavored to make'my examinations thorough and practical, and
Ve striven to treat all applicants fairly and impartially.
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TEACHERS' MEETINGS,

Last winter we organized two teachers’ associations, one at Sibley
one at Ocheyedan., Twelve meetings were held, at nearly all of which thers
was a good attendance and much interest manifested.

NORMAL INSTITUTE.

Our normal institute, held at Sibley from March 22d to April 84 was a dg-
cided success. While the enrollment was not quite as large as usual the
interest was unabated from the first. The work of the instructors Was most
practical, and the good results were quite noticeable in our summer schools,
Primary work was made a specialty, two lessons being given each day. I
am satisfied that the instruction given in this work alone paid every teacher
for attending. -

I should be pleased to have a three weeks’session this year, but I fear thig
cannot be done unless we change the time of holding until August,

I expect to make our next institute a great improvement on the last, I
am making my arrangements with great care, and am satisfied that our com-
ing institute will be one no teacher ean afford to miss.

For report of condition of institute fund see county treasurer’s report,

THE NEW LAW.

The act passed by the last General Assembly requiring the teaching of
physiology and hygiene with special reference to the effects of aleohol and
narcotics in the human system, went into effect last July and is now in full
force. This law provides that the subject shall be taught in all schools and
to pupils of all grades. Districts not complying, forfeit their apportion-
ment of school funds. After the first of next July teachers are required to
pass a satisfactory examination on this subject, or be debarred from teach-
ing in the public schools. The law will be sirictly enforced so far as it
relates to my work. I am glad to report a manifest desire on the part of
the teachers and school officers to comply with the law.

IMPROVEMENTS.

There has been built during the year, four new school-houses, one each in
Holman and Goewey, and two in Baker township. These buildings are
well built and well finished, the aggregate cost being $2,6580. I notice, also,
a few minor improvements in out-buildings, and there is much need of
more improvement in this respect.

It is safe to say that fully one-half of the out-buildings in the county are
unfit to use. The smallness, cheapuess and architectural plan, together
with the neglect of directors to keep these buildings in repair, is, I believe,
doing more than any other agency, to debase and weaken the moral nature
of our children. I would urge, therefore, that school directors keep these
buildings in good repair at whatever cost. Teachers should remember that
it is their duty to take care of all school property. I shall take note of this
when 1 visit schools.
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COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL,

With our rapidly increasing school population it is quite evident that some-
thing must soon be done to give our youths a higher training than can be
u. cured in our common schools. Our supply of teachers must of necessity
pe drawn largely from the young men and women of the county, but we
cannot hope to supply the constantly increasing demand for “first class”

hers and maintain any degree of efliciency so long as our facilities are
g5 MEAager as at pmnt

Our graded schools have, in the past, supplied this want in a measure, but
this is about at an end. These schools are becoming crowded, and already
we hear they are refusing to admit pupils residing. outside the distriet. To
supply this want I would propose the establishment of a county high school,

This report is already too long or I would like to mention soma of the
many advantages likely to arise from such a project. I believe such a
school could be made nearly, if not quite self-supporting, for if properly
conducted it wounld call in scores from neighboring counties. 1 earnestly
urge upon the board and the people of the county generall y the immediate
necessity of measures being taken to secure higher educational facilities,
My first year's work has been guite agreeable, though arduous.

1 wish to thank the teachers of the county for their willingness and
promptness in aiding me in my efforts to advance the cause of education.

The kindness and encouragement received from school officers and pat-
1008, has been highly appreciated. I shall enter upon the new year with
renewed zeal and a fixed determination to do all in my power to advance
the cause of education in Osceola county.

PAGE COUNTY.

—_—

BY LOTTIE E. GRANGER.

—

In accordance with your request, and following the outline received from
the State department, it Zives me pleasure to review the condition of edueca-
lional matters in Page county.

During the one and one half years of my superintendency, I have been
Pleased to note a general awakening all along the line of educational work.
Teachers, particularly the you nger ones, are reaching out for something be-
yond the present attainments. This 18 shown in the quality of work they
are doing, and by their interest in and attendance upon educational meet-

3.0; directors, too, are looking after the condition of school
M?ondmg for the use of their children things at least comfortable
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The labors of the suecessful and efficient teachier are appreciated, and geg.
erally the truth is dawning upon the minds of our directors that in contig.
aanee of well-doing there is power and reward.

Diserimination in the selection of a tencher is becoming more not ireanly,
and 80 strongly is the teacher bound by his contract that as 8000 as bis work
Is proven to be a failure it is not a dificult matter to dispense with his gep.
vices. This Is as it should be, for in ons term of misrule and faulty teach.
ing more harm can be done than sn efficient teacher can counteract ing
year. Indeed, some fruits of the evil teaching and permitted disobediencs
are gathered long after the school-room is forgotten.

What sno uwful responsibility is this trainiog and teaching of the youug
and oh, bow lightly is the task undertaken by many whose ouly thought g
first the scanty sufficlency to get a certificate, and then the * paltry dollar®
after the time has been put in1 ** We must educate.” How oft reitesated
hias been this st | With redoubled force it comes to the county s
perintendent whea he izes the needs of his teachers,

8o many of our teachers haye comé from the rural schools to the work of
teaching that it is little wonder we feel the need of educating our teachen,
Not that in our rural schools are boys and girls less bright than those whe
fill our ity schools, but that their opportunities for eul and refinement,
such as come from pleasant surronudings, together with the example asd
effect of the beat lnstruction, are so few that it is by their native ability aod
selt application the degree of advancement is such as it is.

Pecuniary conditions of many of our teachers are such that all jueress
of knowledge must come through experience in the work of teaching and
through the normal institute, Hence it is that our normal institote s
dolng, very largely ncademic work. This we know is not the provines ot
the normal institute, but so long as present conditions remain as they are
this work must be done.

Algebra, civil government, physical and loeal geography, the art of pes-
manship, and the science of orthography arve rarely touched upon In our
country school work. Yet he who would hold the better grade of eertifl
cate and finish the State graded course of study for normal institutes musk
be familiar with these branches.

Before they ean be taught how to teach it, teachers must first be &t
quainted with n subject. Henee it has been our aim in normal institale
work to make a specialty of those braneh pposed to be least nnderstood
by the average teacher.

Last year particular sttention was paid to eivil government of Towa, loeal
goography aud hygiene, This year reading and penmuauship were mude
specinlties. In each case not so much attention was given the metiod st
was given the subject. Another year physical geography, graminar and
orthography may be emphasized, ad by this it is meant to have actual drl
work done in these varions brapches. The instructor, then, becomess
model tencher and the teachers are model pupils.

“This kind of work done at the normal institute is very satisfactory to the
teachiers and holda their attention, securing llent attend
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As to the State work of the normal institute, too great diversity
e tnstitute should be graded on a uniform basis, and the ::uura:- :;‘!;:‘i‘l;‘
10 be pursued ontlined by the State department. .
{ntil our school work, from district to State, is more nearly unifled
thers eannot be universal progress.
ool houses are Invariably too small, rudely finished, poorly seated and
To find equiy ts in apy us, library, ete., is the ex-
. Wardrobes are wanting very frequently, and blackboard space not
ope-fourth of what is needed. Few school lots are fenced, and rarely is
good shnde found. Out-buildings are usually in falr condition where one
for each sex is found, otherwise they are not only out of repair but un-
sightly. As a hopeful lndication, we wish to say that by calling attention
1o these things, the light of a new order of things is dawning upon the
minds of some of our people. The past year houses have been re»—modelvd.
ardrobes provided, blackboards made, seating lmproved, a ]
fences built, trees planted, and general Impmmmalft in all ;np;l;:::;:r:dllﬁ;
goarse Lhe extent to which this good work is carried varies with the .cclm
munity and its general spirit of progress. Yet example 18 powerful, and
Iy degrees these good things have a salutary effect throughout the om:mLy
There have been various changes in wages and length of terms yet “.
believe the changes have been, for the most part, in the right ﬂiml:ion
Rarely snything beyond the ordinary branches is taught in our sMh
Often popils are found whose parents object to having grammar, geogruph ;
and physiology taught, By and 1 usm Lhap 4
renl is the proper one to decide this question. and the teachsr must be ::
lentive to the demand. (Gireat liberties are exercised in our rural sehools
for boards of directors have leased a large majority of their powers,
No special branches are required to be taught. Vocal music is used only
M pastime, no abtention whatever beihyg given to the rodiments of musie,
As to hygiene, every school board, we believe, has adopted & book to uom:
py with the requirements of the statute. A majority of the schools wre
tmplying in spirit and the letter. In some districts nothing has been done
foward earrying out the instructions of the board, for the hoard is not par-
tiralurly interested Patrons refuse to have this brineh taught, and no
power is enforced to bring about the desired end. It would seem ;an ad-
mirable to Jet the penalty fall where it is due, but it is not ours to execut
And this, in & hasty glance, describes the educational status of P‘:;u.
ﬁ. As will be seen, the best thing about it all is the tendency to do
o things. When the term of officials is lengthened and teachers, who
hnt'm,r.b + e continued, then may we expect to establish ourselves n the
ings. Until that day, we must not be weary of it
miml‘dutmdourmnmms. b

"

n
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PALO ALTO COUNTY.

BY B. E. KELLY.

In compliance with your request, I now endeavor to give you a condensed
report of what we have been doing in the educational line since my coming
into the superintendent’s office of this county.

In regard to the teachers’ institute, will say: At the one held last year
in this county, we virtually followed the course prepared by you for the
work in this State, and graded our teachers accordingly. We had a larger
attendance than ever before in the history of the county, which was ob-
tained principally by addressing personal letters to nearly every teacher in
the county, urging them to be present, outlining the work, ete. Our at-
tendance was 93. This year the attendance came up to 163, and we substan-
tially followed the State course. Both institutes were prolific of good re-
sults, and were, I believe, remarkable for hard work on the part of the
teachers, and great interest was manifested by them in the work. We have
been seeking to accomplish more fitness on the part of the teachers and a
greater interest in the cause of education and school work, which, I am
glad to say, is gaining ground very rapidly here. We have endeavored to
nct only instruct in these institutes where needed, but we have endeavored
to make them a school of the very best methods praectically as well as in
theory. Besides this general work, we have made a special feature of all
important guestions coming up in the work, and that were in any way new
to the teachers, by discussing the subjects thoroughly and endeavoring to
make clear what we found the teachers not well posted in, and never leav-
ing a subject until fully understood by the whole class.

We have no criticisms to make on the normal institute work of the State,
save and except the seeming lack of interest on the part of a great many of
them, and whether this is due to the ineficiency of the superintendent and
his instructors or of the teachers themselves we cannot say, bul believe it
is partially to both,

SCHOOL-HOUSES.

Most of the school-houses in our county are well built and are large
enough to accommodate the pupils. The heating and lighting of these
frame buildings is, we believe, as good as the average school-house in the
State. The ventilation is without doubt good. The comfort and conven-
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jence of the pupils are not in all cases what they should be, there being a
jack of furniture and apparatus in a great many instances, and it is due to
the inefficiency, in our judgment, of the direetors, who, because the office
is simply that of a school-director, wholly fails and neglects to perform any
part or portion of his duties save the hiring of the teachers; there his in-
terest, if any he has, ceases; there is an end of further effort on his part,
and should the teacher request anything of him he simply forgets to grant
such request, or willfully neglects it.

GROUNDS.

The general condition is on the average fair. In a great many cases the
out-houses are in very bad condition, very many of them being unclean and
without doors, and in very bad shape. Very few of our sechool grounds are
fenced. Most of the grounds have trees planted, and they are doing nicely.

SCHOOLS.

The length of term in summer is, as a rule, three months, and in winter
from four to five months. The salary of the teacher ranges in winter from
§% to $85, and in summer from $25 to $30 in the country schools, and in
some instances they have not paid more than $20 per month in the summer,
However, during the last year and a half teachers’ wages have been getting
alittle better, [ think, owing to the ** weeding out’ of a great many incom-
petent and leaving the supply somewhat smaller, and those who do teach .
being more competent ; and, as a natural consequence, in order to get a
teacher directors must pay better wages.

The branches taught are those required by statute, being the common
branches. The special branches we have none at all taught in the country
schools, save the hygienic physiology, to comply with the school law of
1686, which has been brought about prineipally through the teachers, they
having had it discussed and taught in the institutes, and a course of study

prepared thereon by me and given to every teacher to follow in the country
schools.

PLYMOUTH COUNTY.

BY CARRIE BYRNE,

I. CONDITION AND PROGRESS OF EDUCATION,

Have succeeded in i
getting uniformity of text-books, nearly e
2raded after the Welch classification system. o
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1I. TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

a. Organized about fourteen years ago ; we are following State institute
course.

b. Am seeking to accomplish more systematic work, better gradation and
more enthusiasm.

e. Methods—the best we can find. .

d. General and special—Primary work and drawing. .

¢. Not enough methods—Instructors are not acquainted with the wants

of country schools.
111, S8CHOOL-HOUSES.

Construction—Mostly frame, and majority of good size.

(1]

b. Stoves.

¢. Windows, doors, ventilators. ;

d. 8chool houses kept in good repair ; kept clean, and window shades for
windows ; most have wash-basins, towels, mirrors, ete.

1V. GROUNDS.

General condition—Fair.
Out- houses—Kept in good shape, as a general thing.
Fences—But very few school-houses are fenced.
d. Trees—Some school-houses have groves surrounding them ; around
others, a number of trees ; and around some, none at all.

p e

Y. BCHOOLS.

a. Length of term for year—Beven, eight, nine months ; majority eigh
and nine.

b. Salaries—First-class teachers, $35: second class, $25 and $30.

¢. Branches taught—All the common branches ; in some schools, algebra,
bookkeeping.

d. 1. Penmanship is given a great deal of attention. 2. Drawing is
tanght in nearly every school. 8. Not very much music. 4. Hygienic physi-
ology given special attention. All, without exception, receive instruction.
Boards of directors furnished automatical charts, and older pupils have
books. The younger ones receive oral instruction.
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POLK COUNTY.

BY C, F. BAYLOR.

I Education receives very liberal attention in Polk county. There are
four colleges for higher education ; there are also three business colleges ;
also training schools : and industrial education receives some attention,
with a prospect that the future will develop a great deal in this direction.

Il. a. The graded system of county normal institute has been introduced
in the county with four grades, following as nearly as possible, the work
laid out by the State committee. b. We aim to get as much professional
spirit stirred up among the teachers as possible, that each school in the
county may have the benefit of good organization, thorough methods, and
live, energizing principles of school work. ¢. We aim to accomplish this by
bringing into the professional work of the county some of the most tal®
ented instructors in the country. d. We divide the institute work of the
county into two departments, viz.: the county normal institute and the sum-
mer school of methods. In the county normal institute are four grades. 7This
work is arranged for teachers who necessarly have all the branches, such
as are usually found in the rural districts, and in the different grades the
work is arranged to suit the demands of that grade; for instance, in the
first grade are found teachers who have had but little experience, and in
each grade are associated teachers of like experience, and the work arranged
accordingly. In the second general department, viz.: the summer school of
methods, are enrolled the teachers who are doing grade work, or whose work
in the school-room is of a more specific character. In this department are
three divisions, viz : the primary, the intermediate, the grammar. This is
more strictly a school of methods, offering splendid opportunity for ** special-
izing” in primary, intermediate, or grammar work. We had enrolled
between four and five hundred teachers during the past summer, about one
hundred and twenty-five of which enrolled in the primary department of the
summer school of methods ; among these were teachers from all parts of
the State, who desired to confine their attention to primary work ; the same
Was true of the intermediate and grammar departments. e. I think the in-
Stitute work of the State has too much of a tendency to do ** text-book
Work ; and [ also think that not enough care is used in the selection of in-
instructors,

1L T eannot say very much that would be favorable to the school-
houses of the county outside of the city. They were built, as a class, in an
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earlier day, and of course, the conveniences that they present are not in
keeping with their environment, but I am glad to state that in building new
school-houses boards are correcting this, !

IV. 1 might say the same thing with reference to the grounds that I havye
gaid about school-houses, with the exception that the county has been pretty
well wooded by nature, and most of the districts have found it Very easy
to start a few shade trees on the grounds.

V. a. The average length of time is about eight months. b. Qutside of
the city teachers’ salaries are not very high, and, in fact, they are not what
they should be. They range from $25 to $35 for spring and fall, and $30 to
$45 for winter, e¢. The branches outside of the city are the common
branches, with oceasionally algebra, botany, geometry, rhetoric and book-
keeping, d. There is not much attention paid to the special branches, with
the exception of *‘ hygienic physiology,” which, I think, is taught in all the
schools, in full compliance with the law.

VI. There are about one hundred and sixty teachers at work in the city
of Des Moines. The schools are models in most respects ; especially are they
strong in the kindergarten and primary features. The high schools are doing
good work ; they are strong in the practical and useful sense. The teachers
are mostly of the professional type, and keep generally abreast with progress
of the age in educational matters.

POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY.

BY J. W. W. LAIRD.

NORMAL INSTITUTE.

Our normal institute is not accomplishing the good it could under more
favorable circumstances. The county superintendent being elected for
only two years it is impossible for him to carry out his plans as he would if
he had a longer term of office. The normal institute in Iowa should be
entirely divorced from the examinations for certificates. They should be
summer schools, where teachers who wish can prepare themselves to do
better work, and not eramming schools where teachers(?) go to ** post up”
for examinations, The attendance should be voluntary and the connty
superintendent should not allow his teachers a eredit of a certain per cent
if they attend the institute; neither should he refuse to grant a teacher &
first class certificate because he does not attend the institute.

Teachers who attend institutes are often disgusted and discouraged be-
cause the methods of teaching and the plans for management of schools,
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by some instructor, are utterly impracticable. We have too
v theories and not enough practical work. )

The object of the institute in this county is to help our teachers, and
y the teachers in our rural districts, to teach better schools. The
State of Towa has good graded schools, but owing to our eumbersome dis-
trict township system, and some other causes, the rural schools of Iowa are

not as efticient as they should be.
SCHOOL- HOUSES.

This county is well provided with good and substantial school houses, but
they have few conveniences and are poorly arranged as a rule. They are
well lighted, but many of them have no blinds or shutters, so that the light
can be modified or partially excluded. There is no doubt that the eyesight
of many pupils are injured in this way. They are generally heated by a
large stove, placed near the center of the room, whereby the heat is
very unevenly distributed over the room. In the majority of our school
puildings in the country there is no mode of ventilation, except by
mising and lowering the windows. There is a lack of blackboards in the
buildings, and the seats are too large for the pupils. Many schools have
but little apparatus and few reference books.

GROUNDS,

The grounds are being improved within the last year. Trees have been
set out, and there seems to be a general effort made to beautify the grounds.
The out-houses are in a shameful condition in many respects. The
grounds are poorly fenced, as it i3 impossible to keep any kind of a fence,
except one of barbed wire, which is prohibited by law. There is a general
feeling among school directors that the law should be repealed. It is im-
possible to keep out heavy cattle with any other kind of a fence.

SBCHOOLS.

A large majority of the schools are in session nine months in a year,
Teachers' salaries range from $25 to $45 per month. The branches taught
generally are those in which an applicant is required to be examined for a
tertificate. Very little attention is paid to drawing and vocal music. Pen-
manship is taught daily. The law in regard to the teaching of the evil

effects of stimulants and narcotics is being generally complied with as far
45 possible,

GENERAL REMARKS AND SUGGESTIONS,

We need & law prohibiting a school officer from employing a relative to
teach his school without the consent of the board of directors or the patrons
of the school.

The free text-book plan would benefit our schools very much.

Alaw requiring the teacher to file her certificate with the secretary before
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beginning school would be a great help to both the county superin
and secretaries, and would prevent any one from commencing a selgy)
without a certificate,

Anything that would awaken the peaple to the fact that a teacher must
know more than the branches to be taught to be a teacher would be bengg.
cial. We have too many who attempt to teach without having reag -
educational paper or an edocational book.

POWESHIEK COUNTY.

BY B. W. HEATH.

The edocational interest in Poweshiek county is on the advance. The
general impression of the people is that more work and better results haye
been accomplished during the year just passed than any preceding year,
We could not ask for & more hearty co-operation than we have recefved
from officers, teachers and patrons. We have called special attention in our
visits to those subjects of the most practical importance to the pupll fn
every-day life. We carried with us & set of Yaggy's Anatomical Charts,
from which we gave a talk, showing the effects of stimulants; also a set of
crayop sketches showing the effects of tobacco by representing charasters
ruined by ite use; a set of maps showing the geography from the school-
room to the State. With these charts we stirred up quite an interest,

The normal institute of 1856 enrolled 229; the largest enrollment ever
mude in Lhe county. It was considered one of the most suceessful sessions
ever held in tbe county, The State course of study was followed with &
few modifieations. Book-keeping was substituted for algebra, and vocal
music was added to the course, Thirty-five teachers completed the courss
and recelved diplomas.

The school-houses are of the common style. Heated by a stove near the
center of the room and ventilated by lowering the windows. The light ls
usually admitted only av the sides, there being no windows at the ends.
There are four high school buildings in the eounty, all built on moders
plans, with all the latest improvements. lowa College, located at Grinngll,
comprises four large buildings recently built and equipped with all modem
lmproyements, thus making one of the best colleges in the State. A nume
ber of new houses will be built in the connty this year, and several remod-
eled,

The length of term last year was 7.2 months; per cent of teachers, males, 25;
average wages, $42.76; per cent of teachers, females, 77; average wages, $30.10
The common branches have been given special attention, and in addition
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to those drills have been required and given on the following subjects:
Manners, narcotics, discritics, musie, drawing, local geography, local his-
tory, civil government, objects and letter writing.

There has been a reasonable compliance with the law regarding stimu-
Jats and narcotics.

The greatest need in our rural schools is plenty of good blackboard and a
supply of apparatus. Efforts will be put forth the coming year to work up
the supplies.

A plan of school exhibit has been introduced into the schools which has
proven & success. It consists of cards, postal card size, on which the pupil
may dow & map of any division from the distriet to the State, or any kind
of sehool work may be placed on these cards.

RINGGOLD COUNTY.

BY T. E. DUROIS.

The educational work in Ringgold county is in a prosperous condition.
. NORMAL INSTITUTES,

Organized in 1873. The objeet is to arouse the people in each district in
the county—get them interested in the schools. The boys and girls who at-
tend normal institutes from the country schools, become the best workers
in the district schools. Normal expenses of the teacher shonld be paid by
ihe school districts,

BCHOOL-HOUSES,

Are all frame buildings except the Mt. Ayr High School. They are fairly
lighted and heated. Ventilation fair. The most of the school-houses are
well seated aud comfortable.

GROUNDS.

Are in good condition. Qut houses poor. Fences in poor condition.
Ouly about one-half of the districts take any pride in their school-houses.

BCHOOLS. (]

Length of term, six to nine months. Teachers’ salaries, $20 to $40 per
month, All branches taught that the law requires, and in addition, also,
slgsbira, rhetorie, Latin, geometry, botany, natural Listory.

The :;:pls take more pride in their schools than ever before.



170 REPORT OF THE

SACQ COUNTY.

HY CLARENCE MESSER.

Our normal institute at present is organized into three divisions. Owing
to frequent changes and scarcity of teachers, we have not been able to cany
out suceessfully a four-years' graded work, but hope to accomplish that jn
the future.

We give our teschers class-drill, not lectures, requiring the teachers to
make regular recitations from the outlined work, paying especinl attentio
to methods of p ing toples to cl as well as general school mag
agement.

Our sehool-houses are in fair condition. As to ventilation, most teachen
are eompelled to resort to lowering windows. The school-houses are 8-
ally warmed by coal stoves. The seats are comfortable, but we lack a suff.
clent quantity of blackboard room in many of our rural schools. _

The genernl eondition of school grounds and out-houses 1 good. Oulys
small p tage of the g laare fenced. Trees have generally been s
in the yards, but owing to s lack of molsture for the past year many biss
died. _

Our rural sehools have an average of 7.5 months of school during i
year, paying the teachers from $20 to $35 per month. -

The law with reference to hygienie physiology has, with few u.um‘
received prompt and cheerful compliance. Most of our pupils from the
third reader grade up, are using text-books, and the lower grades recein
oral instruction. :

SHELBY COUNTY.
BY C. ¥, SWIFT,

Shelby county hus one hundred and sixty-three schools. The i
Interests here are certainly much more thoroughly awakened every Je
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houses Are generally in a fair condition, and patrons of schools are
taking steps to see that they are properly supplied with maps, globes, charts,
-boards, erasers, ete. 'The average number of months tanght during
the year in this sounty is eight months and a fraction.

The work of teachers and pupils is better and more practical this year
than formerly. [ regard the condition of education in this county as being
o good basis. Sehools of our county are making good progress. Attend-
saoe i petter, snd the course of instruction is becoming broader and more

, consequently parents are taking more interest in the culture of
thedr children, and more boys and girls read, write and eipher to-day than
formerly, for the reason that the progress in the schools lias been to meet
te demand and encourage students and teachers to take a more active in-

terest in their work.

gss1.]

TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE.

We have adopted the course of study for the inatitute of Shelby sounty
thst was prepared by the State Board of Education, with such changes as
we deemed necessary to suit the wants of the teachers of our county. The
{nstitute ls divided into four grades, During the institute of 1866 the State
sourse of study was pursned, and seven teachers completed it and received
the institute diplomas,

“ As ia the normal institute so is the county school,” is a trite saying.
W are trying in every way Lo make our institute a training school, where
(e young men and women of our county who do not have the means to at-
tend & normal school may receive such instruction as will best it them to
tmain the minds of our boys and girls for future usefulness.

Oar methods are varions, and our teachers are presenting and using such
methioids as are prastical and best calculated to awaken Interest, and cause
good and useful results. Assignment of lessons from text-books, proper
dlasslfleation of students, uniformity of text-books on the varions subjects
taught, are thoroughly discussed, and only such conclusions adopted as are
practical and will meet the wants and needs of the schools.

The general features of the institute consist of drills and methods, and
the how to teach and § t the diff bj The special features
of the institute will be the kindergarten work, The prominent feature of
too muny of our institutes is to prepare the teachers for the final examina-
tion at the close, I think this tendency to make of the institute a mere
seademie sehool 15 an evil that should be resisted and overcome. We muat
baye teachers’ institutes in fact a8 well as in name, doing the legitimate work
of teachiers; conventions assembled to discuss how to impart instraction in
the slementary branches, and how to organize and govern schools, 1 think
Heimportant and distinetive work of the institute is to give not more knowl-
tidge of the subject-matter of the sehool studies, but more Enowl-
#dge of tha prineiples of teaching; more knowledge of the establishied meth-
ods of instruction; more skill In class work; and more tact in school man-
igement; and more liberal views of education.
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SCHODL-HOUSES.

The school-honses of our counly are generally constructed of frame ¢
timber. They are almost universally frame builings, I believe therg jy
one schiool-building in our county that is not frame, and that js 5
buildiog Jocated at Harlan, our county seat. Our sehool-bouses are
with eoal, almost universally so, there being only one or two houses f gy,
county where wood is used for fuel. Each school-house has Trom foy g,
six windows which afford plenty of light. Ventilation is easily seegy i by
lowering the windows from the top or by raising the lower window, 1y,
school-houses in this county are generally in a good comfortable conditiog
for the health and con of the scholars. The achmhhomlmh
erally arranged 50 a8 to accommodate all the district, as nearly as cay T
dope. Each township, with few exceptions, contains nine schools, g
school-houses are generally arranged in order and number and are Tocatag
two miles apart. Consequently all children of proper school age and ondip.
ary health have convenient aceess Lo the schools of their respective logal
ities,

GROUNDS.

The general condition of the school grounds in our county s good,
Sehool-house sites are generally selected with due regard to health, benty
and conveni The I find to be usually in & healthful and
generally convenient conditlon, although a little eloser attention on the part
of the president of some of our school boards would be right and propes
The school-houses with few exceptions are fenced, or at least parily s,
They are usually fenced with boards and protected from the intrusioy
of stock or other trespassers, [ do uot flnd many trees in the schod
grounds, although T think that every school ground should be planted te
trees that will give shade, comfort and beauty to the life and light of school.

SCHOOLS.

Shelby county has one hundred and sixty-three schools. Nearly every
distriot has nine months school during the year, the average number of
months taught belng a fraction over eight. Our teachers’ salaries are gl
most invariably thirty-five and forty dollars per month for country sehook,
no difference being made on account of sex. Our lady teachers gel the
same wages that their brothers get.

Orthography, reading, writing, arithmetic, grammar, geography, Unitsd
Stutes history and physiology are generally tanght in all the connty schools.
Additional branches are frequently added in many schools, and the village
sehools generally have the higher branches. Much attention is being given
to lessons In civil government and voeal music, and in many localities algs
bra and bookkeeping are taught. Many of our teachers teach civil goven:
ment in connection with United States history, and they very pleasantly
outline the two branches into one pleasant, important and useful brasch
which, I am glad to say, is dolng much to increase general knowledge of

1
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mm“ﬁom government in our I
very saceessfully both in the conntry and graded schools of our
» mﬂmmg is neglected to some extent, but more interest is being
okt bt direction. Drawing was taught in the D grade of our
rute Isst year, and will be in two grades of the coming iostitute. Vocal
”w‘m aught in all grades of the institute last year, and the rudiments
ooal musio are being tanght by many teachers in our country and village
o 15, Physiology and hygiene, with special reference to the effects of
ﬂ:uu stimalants and narcotica upon the human system, is taught, [ am
wits sure, in every scliool in the county. Books to meet the requirements
LIM pew law have been adopted by all boards of directors, and the feeliog
amoug All classes of people is to comply with the law.

p

SIOUX COUNTY.

BY D. W. AUFI'ERLE.

While the condition of our educational work is not all that is desirable, yet
iy work 1s in as good condition as can reasonably be expected, taking into
wuslderniion the fact that we are laboring under the disadvantage of being
sewly organized and having to bear the heavy expense of building school-
Nouses, thus leaving us in a position where y is ¥, conse-
quently our supply of apparatus, ete., is limited. Notwithstanding our
limdvantages, our people are much interested, and are pushing forward
with u determination to place the educational interests into the front ranks.
The number of schools has been | 1 from ninety to one hundred and
foety in the past four years, and there has also been material improvement
n the elass of work done.

The aunual teachers’ institule has proven a very important factor in our
wueational economy. Only such work as ean be taken into the public
sctiool room by every teacher of energy and reasonable ability, has been pre-
sented in the institute.

Most of our school-houses are roomy, well-constructed and comforiable,
This Is espectally true of those built in the three or four years just past,
Some of the ** ploneer " school-houses fall below our jdeal of & school-house,
bt these are being rapldly replaced by better structures. With very few
tuceptions our school-houses are furnished with good, comfortable school

Our sehool grounds hiave not receivad the attention due them. Only
;hnmn have taken the matter in hand have the grounds been placed
treditable condition. Our directors are ** too busy " to attend to these
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things. But few gronnds are fenced; in fact, we find it not Practiosl 1
fenos; this being & prairie country the fences stop the suow and the schoo)
ground becomes a solid snow drirt in winter.

In some locallties trees have been planted, and are in a thrifty
bul our people were never really aroused to an aclive interest ungj this
year, " Arbor Day "' was very generally observed, and about two thousagy
trees pl I holars, parents and directors all taking 0 Notivg
interest in the matter. :

Out-houses, as a rule, are in fairly good condition, and constructed ™
good plans. There are, of course, exceplions to this rule.

The average length of terms the past year was eight months, and the
average salaries were, males, $38.75, females, $33 25 per monih. Thers §y
no diserimination between male and female teachers. Salaries are bassd
upon grades of certificate, This includes graded and ungraded schools,

Cnly the elementary branches are taught.

There are no high schools. Some attention is given to special
and hyglenie physiology has been taught in all schools since the law requir
ing it went into sffect.

A graded course of study has been introduced and used, and the results
are highly satisfactory. The educational work of the county, we belleye, fa
in & healthy eondition, and with the united efforts of all our citizens, will
make rapid advancement.

STORY COUNTY.

BY 0. 0. ROR,

NORMAL INSTITUTES.

The attendance st our normsl institute, and the interest taken in s
work, have been steadily inereasing from year to year. The State gradsd
vourse of study was closely followed in 1857, with the very best of resulls—
nine persons creditably finishing the course. Teachers who fallow & graded
course know that they are working toward some definite end; and this con-
sclousness adds much to the efficiency of the normal us an educationd
agency. While much attention has been given to methods, the importanos
of scholarship has never been lost sight of, and considerable academic work
in done, especially during the first two years of the course. No teacher ot
intelligently master or successfully apply educational principles unless bé
first possesses scholarship. One noticeabls feature of Iowa normals, dnr-
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the Inst feWw JeArs, is the large attendance—in many cases twice as large
“m gutire teaching force of the county. While such attendance may be
. to the ambitions superintendent, it is often detrimental to
::’Wt interests of those for whose benefit the normal inatitute was
created, namely, the ** teachers and those who may desire vo teach.” Th
fack that such institutes partake more of the b ter of g ey
than sehools of methods, keep many teachers from attending them,

[ this conneetion it may not be out of place to suggest, that persons who
pave creditably completed the normal institute course be given due credit
for work done, when presenting themselves as candidates for State certifi-
eates before the State board of examiners.

1

SCHOOL-HOUSES,

As o thelr general condition, the echool-houses of our county may be
classified a8 follows: Seventy-six per cent good; seventeen per cent fair;
wid seven per cent poor. The buildings erected during the last few years
have besn well constructed, con t, and table; yet ively
liitle attention has been given to the best methods of heating and ventil-
sting. Some general plan of lighting, heating and ventilating should be
submitted by the depurtment of public instruction to the school officers of
the State, Until this is done, there will be but little reform in this diree-
tiom,

GROUNDS,

tv ashool-h

With a few exceptions, our are located in the geo-
graphical center of the distriet, and nearly all districts consist of four sec-
toos of land. The apy of the g ds is not always the best, many
being without fence, and as a consequence the trees once planted lisve been
destroyed. Arbor Day was duly observed in many of our distriets, and
several hundred trees were planted on that day.

BCHOOLS.

The average length of term during the past year has been a trifle over
seven months, The salaries of teachers huve remained unchanged during
e year, except in two or thres districts where the hard times have effected
A slight reduction. Duriog the past two years we have given special at-
tention to the better teaching of reading, language and drawing, and are
Highly gratidled with the suecess of our efforts, There has beeo & general
smplinnce with the law requiring the teaching of physlology and hygiene
'l_lﬂl &pecial reference to the effect of aleoholic drinks, ete., upon the
biuman system, in our schools. What has been lacking in the way of spe-

. dlfle directions from boards of directors as to how this work should be con-

duted, hias been supplied by the faithfulness with which our teachers have

spplied themsalves to the task of carrying out the law in letter and spirit.
I8 comelusfon 1t affords us pleasure to be able to report that the cause of

Sdteation Iy steadily advancing in our county, The school, sus-
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tained by an intelligent and appreciative public sentiment, js
gmu-in:. L:Itpl:w:r The lowa Agricultural College, and the two most exon-
lent high schicols at Nevada and Amea are doiug much in the way of fyy,
nishing desirable recruits for the ranks of our profession. Too high gy
estimate cannot be placed upon the furthér influence of these insti

in directing the thought of our people toward the desirability and valos of
higher education.

No little oredit is due our school officers for the promptness with whieh
uearly all make their reports to this office. The great need of our sehog)
system is better organization. With this accomplishment, onr presst
supervision may be doubled in efficiency. The presidents of the differeny
sehool boards should form a county board of education. This board should
have power to adopt courses of study, and to make rules’and regulstiony
governing the schools of the county; they might also be given the power to
adopt text-books. Such board need not meet oftetier than twice o year, and
need be of no expense (o the tax-payers. Will not our next Legislatire do
something in this direction?

TAMA COUNTY,

BY W.D. REEDY.

To indicate the progress of edneation in the last ten years the following
data consisting of extracts from the aunual reports of connty superintend
ents for the year ending October 51, 1576, and October 41, 1888, ively,
is submitted:

CONDITION OF EDUOATION.

e Y O
Total number of depariments [n the S0R0008. . ..vrererenn sons

A i for cerfificalos ...
granted....
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TEACHERS' NORMAL INSTITUTE,

Tyers as been & great advancement made in the institute since its organ-
poth in sttendance and methods of instruction. The institute
eprollment in 1674 was 170. In the six years following the gain per cent
was but 6. For the six years ending with the session of 1896 the gain per
cent in attendance was 107, the enrollment reaching 364. To our graded
eourse of study do we ascribe much of the success that has attended on our
{astitute work in the past six years. The course of study provides for three
years’ Work, the completion of which entitles to graduation. Those com-
the work in the second year or who hold first-class certificates and
hve sttended three or more sessions of a county institute are admitted to
the thind year's work.

Those completing the work in the first year or who have had an experi-
gmes of one year or more in teaching and have attended one or more ses-
slons of ® county Institute, or who have diplomas of graduation from high
sehools or the graded rountry schools are admitted to the work in the see-
oud year, All others are classified in the first year. Candidates for promo-
fion to & higher grade or year,are required in the first grade to havea
eredit of eighty per cent in the work of that year. Inthe second gradea
eredit of ninety per cent and in the third grade to entitle to gradustion a
eredit of ninety-two per cent. Special studies are provided for those who
bave finished the three years’ course and who still desire to be present at
the institute. At the close of the institute those in attendance every day
of the session and who taught during the past year in the schools of the
wanty, who promptly furnished to the county superintendent all reports
aalled for, and who filed in his office specimens of their pupils’ school work
may have their certificates duplieated in all branches not below eighty-five
percent. Those who enroll in the institute and have completed or do com-
plete during the session the work of the third grade, may at the close of
the session, Lwve their certificatas duplicated for one year.

Teachers from other counties not having diplomas of graduation from
other institutes, and p who have h failed in examinations in
this county are required to write the full examination, Fuoh year ere the
rinse of the spring schools ap outline of the work to be pursued in the in-
stitute is sent to each teacher, While in general the character of these
outlines is the same year by year, still through observation of the plan of
work 1 by the tenchess in their resy ve schools many modifications
s made; and in the institute great care is exercised in presenting for
thsir conaideration, and having the instruction include those leatures of the
leasher's work that seem to have been negleeted in the achool room, It ls
Bk possible fn an institute of two, three or four weeks’ duration to impast
10 those {n attendance thereat the knowledge that will secure to them the
livense: to Leacly, yet to a considerable extent instruction that will aid to per-
fret thie soholastie knowledge of the common branches as must be furnished,
for many there be who attend these 1 schools for the teachers whose
Of the simplest principles is very defective. With few excep-
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tions those expecting 1o teach in the country attend the institute. Sughy The clty school districta of Tama, Toledo, Traer, (iladbrook and Montour
number of instructors is employed aa will permit each one to devote his ”Muhdct-hw!' the city independent of Dysart has

& well built frsme school-house. These buildings were all planned with a
ciew to the proper lighting and ventilation of the different rooms, and are
very creditable to the districts in which located. All are provided with
o siack-boarda, are well-seated, are supplied with maps and charts, good
aud & fair amount of scientific apparatus for the higher depart-
sments. In point of architecture and all modern convenlences the city dis-
triet of Toledo has one of the finest school buildings in central Iowa. It is
pesied throughout by steam; and, while & model of symmetry, is yet so
eomstructed as to permit of the proper heating and ventilation of every
Toom.
The city district of Tama employs nine teachers; that of Toledo, eight;
Traer, seven: Gladbrook, four; Montour, four; and Dysart, four. b

time and atteation to not more than two lines of work. Nothing has dogs
so much in Tama county to advance the cause of education as the teachery'
normal institute and educational meetings which are of frequent oocur.
rence during the year.

SCHOOL-HOUSES,

The rural school-houses are with four exceptions frame structures;, thas
excepted being in one Instance & brick bouse, the three other lnstances
stone structures.  1n general the houses are well bullt; many of themn bekng
shiplapped and back-plastered, in addition to belng weather-boarded. The
\nteriors are usually well plastered and finisbed with i ing from base
of window to the floor. A goodly number are provided with vestibules o
 storm rooms "' with an east or south entrance. Nearly all are furnished

SCHOOLS,

with fortable and lent ton wood and lron sesls and

desks. The more recently erected or re-modeled structures belng provided The minimum salacy paid rural teachers ls $25

with sipgle seats and excellent slate hlwk-bou:da. "l'ha tlnt.urlor wood wark S ity Teselo Az high 30 340 many m.ﬁd p;lr::,::a u:h& T::ﬂ:
is usually neatly painted and in some YR ook is$30, In dlatrict townships & o Do it - -

for bisls and wraps, and shelves for lunch keta and apy are {ound
in every schook-houss, ‘The rooms are heated with few exceptions by means
of woft coal stoves, slthough in timbered distriets wood I8 sometimes sib-
stituted, snd in s few instances hard coal. The tendency is to dhm“
the borizontal stretch of stove plpe extending over the puplls’ heads, and
instead to have the chimney so situated as to permit of communieaticn
therewith by mesns of & vertical streteh of pipe. >

The rooms are lighted by windows on either side, usually three on a side.
In general the lighting |5 good; but the provisions for ventilation in many
of the older structures are very indifferent. Little thought seems to haye ¢
been expended in arranging for the introduction of fresh air, so hat the ]
health of (he oecupants might not suffer from exposure to strong danghls

GROUNDS.

Conslderable care s been observed in the selection of school sites. [o
most [nstatiees the houses are pleasantly situated, on well drained grounds.
Usually sulisient care has not been observed in the selection of meluded
places for the out-houses, ‘They are generally visible from any part of b
grounds, Tn ot u few instances a partition only separates the closet de
signed for the use of one sex from that designed for the other. In the ma
Jority of cases, however, separate bulldings are provided, but situnted mih
nearer to sach other than necessity requirea or & proper regard for privaey
will sdmit of. Neat board fences a8 & rule enclose the grounds, with sifls
or gates at the entrances. There are o few school grounds though thet am
nob enclosed, are rogged and desolate and a disgrace to the
that permit them to remain in their present dilapidated condition. My
of the grounds p L most pleasing app baving grassy lawss,
beautiful groves and in the summer time well kept beds of flowers. 1

favor of teschers holding first-class certificates. To be entitled to a Grst-
class certifioate a teacher must have taught three terms and in examination
:.m avernge of B0 per cent, with no one branch lower than 80 per
ﬁmot study pursued are generally those prescribed b s al-
though [n some of the rural schools algebra, philosophy, ”l.l‘l::!
ﬂmMMIIMth. N

these higher branches are introduced the teachers nsuall
celve & greater compensation for their labors. Hygienio physiology inia:
h:ﬂ;;mhhlui it i is taught in every achool in the
county, rural. It proves interesting to the pupils, and mests
h{r::m“umml,. i o

musio I8 not taught as a branch in either city or rural school
Mmm.hamwnormmmlnmuwmmlmm:
eounty, Instruction in voeal music was one of the features of the normal
mm;w.mumm-mywm
City directors pay their teachers as follows:
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A diploma of graduation from Lhe Is of Tama, Toledo or Traer, ad-
-mmwmmmrmmmmmmvmmu.lanm
Cornell College and Western College.

In conclusion: ‘Those who teach in the publie schools do not, s & ule,
receive the professional trainlog, nor p Lhe scholastic ledge nec-
essary to make them masters of the sclence, nor adepts in the art of teach
fng. Too many under the present system of licensing teachers are ndmitted
1o the teachers’ ranks who have received no instruction but that obtuined in
the country ‘school, and who have never given the prineiples of teaching a

1
wxml,nhw!h burdened. It is led with young men asd
women who should epend & year or two in some good schiool ere thinking of
applying for u lieense to teach. 1t 1s beyond the resources of the connty -
stitute to properly Ot these young people for the teacher’s work.

We need more professlonal schools and a statutory provision requiriog
that to be eligible for a license to teach, there must have been an atiend-
ance of not Jess than one year at one of these teachers’ schools. (L would
have the effect of eliminating from our public schools that cliss of individ-
uals who teach merely for Lhe purpose of making s few dollars in whal
they consider » more genteel way than by munual labor.

UNION COUNTY,

BY C. B. ATAYT,

We e trylug 10 doall we can to advance the educational interests of our
county. During the past spring we have organized a county tenchers’ s
clation,
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(Quz county pormal institute begins July 25th; continues three weeks, We
adopted the graded course of four years’ work. We are trying to In-
duce teachers Lo take & higher standard in their preparation and school
work. We have no printed work out for this summer, but our object s to
pave the best methods we can get.
We have the ¢ d in the conntry. Most of our
ahool-houres are well built, and heated by stoves—wood or coal. Qur ecity
sehool-houses are part brick. We have five brick buildings, well lghted
and ventilated—that is, as well as it can be done with windows—and all
pave good seats, Our eity are fortably arranged but the eoun-
fry schools are not, at least not all of them, and have but very little con-
yenience about them.

Geveral condition of the g ds fair. Out-b many of them in &
terrible condition; no privacy about them. Fences are nearly all good.
Msny of the districts have planted trees which are growing nicely, but
some are dead.

Time of school. from six to ten months, Salaries in our country schools,
from 320 to 335 per month; in the graded schools, from $30 to $60; princi-
pals and superintendents, from $800 to $1,200 per year.

We have no voeal music taught, only as an opening exercise.

(im the whole we seem to be improving, and we are gradually raising the
standard.

VAN BUREN COUNTY.

BY JOHN H. LANDES,

In compliance with your request, I transmit the following report of the
whiouls of Van Buren county. Permit me to say that this report must
necessarily be somewhat unsatisfactory, owing to the fact that I was ap-
pointed county superintendent st the beginning of this year, and as | was
prinelpal of the schools here | was engaged in my individual sehool until
my term closed, which was about the middle of May. For thiz reason [ am
oot well prepared to give in detall such a report as I would wish to send
Into your department.

CONDITION AND PROGRESS.

hmmummmnumnunmmwl
Shink our sehiools are a very fair aversge with those of the adjoining coun-
tie. There has been little substantial progress of late years, although we
Bave some good teachers. But we have too many poor ones, without expe-
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rience and poorly qualified. One reason for this is that we are so sltuatag
that our teachers cannol bave Lhe advantages of higher education Without
going off to some college, and this only & few do; and those who have dane
§0 find better employment somewbere else. If we had a good academy, on
the normal plan, in this county, it would be well attended, and would be 5
wonderful auxiliary In building up better schools. As it is, the large mg.
jority of our teachers have only a common school education, and too fre-
quently it is very common, and schiool boards do not sofficiently diserimiy.
ute between teachers holding first-grade certificates and those holding thirg
grades, Qur normal institutes have done great good, but the term is g
short to prepare pupils for teachers,

NONMAL INSTITUTES.

Our normal institute was organized soon after the law establishing them
bad been passed, and we have held one session annually in the month of
August. The coming session will be the fourteenth for this county, Us-
ally we hold & three-weeks' term. These institutes are well attended, and
much good is done,

Our prineipal aim hias been to give our teachers academical instruction,
sandwictied each day with an entertaining hour on the subject of theory of
teaching. We have an institute library of text-books on the commgs
branches and civil government, ging from ty-five to one bhiundred

and fifty coples on each branch. These are furnished to the membersof

the institnte free of charge while attending the institute, and are used s
text-hooks in class work. The institute is divided into three grades, yiz.:
A,Band C. The A's hold first-class certificates; B's second olass, and 0%
third class, if any. The B and C divisi the biranek
The A division this year will take up algebra, literature, and Hewitl's Ped-
agogy. All the divisions will be instructed in hygiene and physiology in
compliance with the new school law.

ECHOOL-OOUSES,

The school-houses of this eounty are generally neat, well seated and com-
fortable. Ventilation ia ns well secured as can well be by means of windows
With this mode of ventilation the purity of the air in the school-room de
pends largely upon the watehfulness and tact of the teacher. Our houses
are well lighted and lly well supplied with blackboards. What I have
said of school-houses applies especially to those that have been constructed
within the last ten or twelve years. We have some very poor houses, one
old log house. But it is only a matter of time when these will all be re
placed with the modern painted frame.

GROUNDS.

As far as I have observed the school grounds are generally very well

fenced, and shade trees receive considerable attention. The out-houses are
generally a flithy nuisance, contaminating not only to the nose and eye, bit
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(o the moral sensibilities of the young, who must gaze upon the

pscene Janguage and pictures daily that defile the walls and flaors of these
ench pens. Jn my opinion there is not & feature of the public schools that
cries for redress more persistently and with greater merit than does this.
1t ought Lo be regulated by law.

ECHOOLS

The length of our school term does not vary much, but stands close to an
aversge of seven months, Teachers’ salaries fluctuate somewhat. In 1880
(he ayerage wages were, males, $30.98; females, $28.60. In 1845 they were,
males, §45.08; females, 826 67. This year the report shows & slight decrease
trom last year, males, $12.46; females, $26.50.

The common school branches, thanks to the normal institute, are gener-
ally ll being taught, snd not merely arithmetic to the exclusion of the
otber branches, The poorest work is done in reading and grammar. Pens
manship is fuirly taught. Drawing and vocal musie are scarcely attempted.

Thre seems Lo be a general desire to conform to the requirements of the
sew sehool law regarding instruction in hygeine and physiology, ete. There
Jias been some misunderstanding as Lo what wounld be a compliance. Some
boards have thought as s were not required to pass examination
under this head until after July, 1857, that boards were not required to act
until that time. Such mistakes have been corrected from this office when
found to exist. So far I have not heard of a board refusing to act in com-
[liance when they rightly understood the matter, nor have I heard any com-
plaint from boards or teachers in regard to this matter. We elaim to be a
Joyal community, and hence the law will be enforced without any serfous
complaint.

I have already made my report quite lengthy; therefore I will forbear
making any ** general remarks and suggestions " until I have had some ex-
perience in the duties of thia office.

WAPELLO COUNTY.

BY W. A, MINTIRE.

The condition of the schools and sclhool interests in Wapello county is
cerialnly very encouraging. Each succeeding year furnishes a better class
of teachers than the preceding oue. Each succeeding school officer seema
fobe better qualified for his duties and to take more interest in the affairs
of schools than his predecessor. I think this is all due to the edueation of
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the whole people. The school interests demand better school officern, ggy
better supervision than formerly.

‘The best teachers in the county are in demand, are sought for by sthog|
bomrds. The best citizens now have interest enough in the schooly &
serve as members of school boards and school officers, Asa result of this
it is the rule now and oot the exception to receive correct TEDOTLS from
school secretaries and treasurers. I have had no difficulty I furnishing
the State department securate reports for the past five years,

A tew years age ebildren in the country schicols selevied thefr-own stugd.
fes at pleasure, There was no system or uniformity in the schools. Ay
many different teachers were employed in the school district as there wae
terms of sel ool during the year. 1t is now the custom to employ teachen
for the gchiool year. In 1853 a course of study was introduced and hirough,
the earnest efforts of the best teacheérs was adopted by nearly every school
board in the county in less than a year. It outlined the work for sach
grade and contained suggestions to young teachers how to use it,

By the united efforts of teachers and superintendent the schools wers
practically graded and classified in less than two years. To assist in sseur
iug uniformity of work lists of questions on examination for each grade in
the sehool are prepared and sent to each school from this office, Examing.
tion days are appolnted by the superi il all the rural schools In the
oounty taking the examination the same days.

‘rhe examination manuseripts from each schiool are sent to the county su.
perintendent’s office. This induces children to take the course of study
preseribed that they may be able to compare favorably with other pupils iy
the examination, and that their school may compare favorably with otber
schools in the township and county. I know by observation that it works
excellent results,

TEACHERS' NORNAL INSTITUTE.

We can hardly estimate the import of asyst tic, well organised,
well conducted normal institute. [ think it is the important educstional
factor in the Iowa school To be ul » graded coursé of
study must be followed. The same system and discipline thal makess
good school makes & good institute. In 1881 we introduced a four yean'
course of study in our institute very similar to that sent out by the Stale
department. To classify and grade the institute was a diffioult problem lu
the beginniog, but we labored with it until it has been solved satisfactorily,
We have not space to give our system in detail but results speak plainly.
In 1881 we enrolled but 87 b The attendance has steadily increased
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We are now following the State course of study to the letter, and are en-

gegvoring Lo make our institute more and more a school of methods; to
ko it the great distributing point of the best methods of the best

jeschers 1 the county and the best instructors that can be procured,

BCHOOL-HOUBES,

Theschool-honses that have been bullt recently are models compared with
those of & few years ago, Nearly every new school-house has a belfry with
5 large bell that can be heard all over the district. Windows have been
placed with reference to admitting the light properly rather than the out-
wanl appearance of the building. Ceilings have been made Ligher and the
pouses provided with comfortable seats. In the rural districts no special
provisions have heen made for ventilation. Last year a commodious aight-
o building was put up in South Ottumwa, which is & credit to the eity.
The building is heated by steam, as are all the school buildings in Ottumwa,
sod the ventilation is good.

GROUNDS.

In some of the roral districts the school grounds and outhouses are neg-
jeeted. 1 know that I should bear a share of the responsibility in this mat-
ter, 88 | have been, until within the last two years, negligent about calling
the attention of school boards to the necessity of keeping up fences, pro-
fecting the trees, and especially to keeping the outh in proper condi-
tion, For the past two years, during my visit at the school, I have been
alling the attention of school boards to these matters, when I could ses
them. When not convenlent to see them, I have written them in care of
the teacher. In nearly every | they have attended to the matter at
oace,

Our country sohools have from six to eight mouths school u year. The
length of terms has not increased, but teachers’ salaries have been raised
inall the townships in the connty except two in the past four years,

The new law in reference to teaching the effects of aleohol, stimulants,
#ie, 1s being complied with by teachers with but little or uo opposition by
pupils or parents.

ibink much has been done throughout the State, in the past four years,
in elevating the condition of the rural schools. Too much eredit can not
be given our worthy State Superintendent, Hon. J. W, Akers, for hia earn-
i and suceessful efforts in this direction. He has endeavored to unify and

with each succeeding year to 230 in 1687, There ars no more teachers in the
ecounty now than there were in 1851, We have resorted to no compulsory
mensures to secure this increased attendance other than to require appl
cants to attend at least one session of the institute before recelving a teash-
er's certilficate. My observation is that teachers will voluntarily attesd
whenever the Institute is such that they reallze that they get full vulue for.
the time and money expended.

EL the work of the normal Institutes and country schools, and has
Measurably sucoeeded. A work that had before been overlooked, or at least
Bad ot been wecomplished.

We have hud but little echool legislation in the past four yesrs, and con-
Hlering some of the bills that have been presented, I think it Is very for-
iunte that sch is the case. Bub In the interests of our schools there
should be some changes and additions to our school laws.

M
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Our schools should be supplied with free text-books. A way shogld y,

provided for changing the t daries of independ ﬂ-is!.rletu.com
guperi

tendents should be elected for four years.

WASHINGTON COUNTY.

BY BELL KILGORE,

The general condition of education in Washington county is encounging.
Emigration from some parts of the ¥ has d a decline in the ngm-
ber enrolled in the sehools, but the average attendance is better, with u fai
degree of interest. More of the districts are making an effort to retain the
teachers for a longer term,

The normal institute has been of great value to our teachers, as many
young persons attend one or two terms before beginning to teach. Weus
the graded course of study, giving attention to the matter to be tanght s
well as methods of teaching.

More care is taken in the construction of school-hounses, yet far too little
attention is pald to heating and ventilation.

Many of the school-grounds are without fences. Some are well shaded,
and more trees were planted this year.

The average length of term is seven months; average salary, $54.00 per
month.

1 think every district has tried to comply with the law requiring instruet-
ion in ** hyglene " to be given to all pupils.

WINNESHIEK COUNTY.

BY DAN EHEA.

NORMAL INSTITUTES,

In 1885 the Winneshiek County N | Institute was organized in s
cordance with the plan set forth in the outline course of study preparel
by the State Saperintendent, Hon. J. W, Akers,
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A coarse of study, based upon the above named outling, has been prepared
{spow in use in the institutes of this ecounty. This course provides:
= ‘,’m.umd plan of grading, with an outline of the work to be pur-
sued in each grade. 2d, A system of pr ion in which teachers pl
fug the work In any grade are promoted to the grade or division next higher.
41 A system of graduation in which the teachers who have pleted the
entire course, and taught three years, are granted diplomas of graduation
from the [nstitute, upon passing satisfactory examination.

The objects of a graded normal course are: 1st. To secure & uniform sys-
s of work. 2d. It will give teachers a definite aim to plish, namely:
pompleting a preseribed course of instruction and receiving a diplomn.
s It will give teachers who have pleted the course and received a
diploma of graduation from the institute in any county, an opportunity
1o receive oredit for all institute work done inany part of the State. 4th,
1t will bea great aid to school officers in securing teachers, as now but those
swving bad a stated amount of experience in teaching, and who have com-
pleted a therough course of normal and mental training, will receive a di-

ﬂ;:nluulmmn under this plan as adopted in this county is as follows:
Teachers holding certificates whose general average is ninety per cent or
more, ponstitute the ** A" division; those holding second class certificates
poustitute the B division; while those holding third class certificates
sud those who bave never taught, constitute the * " division.

Teachers holding first class certificates, who have taught three years and
silended three normal institutes constitute a ** normal ' division.

The work of the institute is devoted as much to methods and manner of
[ s bjects, as to the subject matter of the text-books. A knowl-
#dge of focts is not the only qualification required to make a good teacher.
Mueh depends upon his ability to organize and manage a school, his ekill in
presenting subjects in a clear, distinet and comprehensive manner. Owing
1o the unsatisfactory Its obtained from the primary work in our schools,
tbis feature of our institute work is made one of the most prominent.
Many persons seem to think that any one can teach small scholars, and that
e larger and more adyanced pupils should receive the most attention from
the teacher. The facts are, the primary pupils are the ones who should oe-
fupy & greal portion of the teacher’s time and attention, as it is in this
siage of the ehild's school life that the habits of application or indifference
\ostudy are formed. Itis in this stage that the mind of. the child is first
slaced in the mould and opened for development, and if his habits of study,
of thinking, and of acting are once improperly formed, they are difficult to
break up if ever overcome.

Bealizing the importance of this branch of the work, we take pains to
make it one of the leading features and #pare neither time nor expense in
#ecuring competent and effieient Instructors in that line.
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THE SCHOOLS.

The total sehool population of the county ls, 8,365, of this number §g7
were enrolled during the year ending September 15, 1856,

The total cost of operatiug the schools during the same period way
$44,548; of this amount $45,145 was paid to leachers.

The average number of months of school was seven, while the averag
cost of tultion was one dollar and sixty-four cents.

The average price psid teachers (outside the city and village schools) was,
males, $25,85; females, $23.50. The average price paid to principals of v
lage schools s about $600 per year, and $1.350 is paid the superintendent of
the Decorab schools. The (ntermediate and primary teachers in Lhes
schools receive a salary of $250 to $400 per year.

The Decorali public school is the only one in the county in which & speciaf

her of p ip Is employed. Prof. O. H. Valder, who )
stands at the head of his profession as a Mack-board writer, haa had chargs
of this department for nearly ten years. His plan of teaching this uuport
ant branch Is entirely from uwl_alanl-bmrd.uud the results of bis esrnest
and untiring efforts in that direction have been most gratifying. Hyghmie
physiology, as required by act of the Twenty-frst General Assembly, i
being pretty thoroughly taught in every school In the county.

The sehool boards in every district, in order to meet the requiremeuta of
the law, tisve adopted and put into use, books which have been published
in pli with this legislation, while the teachers are earneslly e
deavoring to perform their duty in this respect also.

THE WORK OF THE SCHOOLS.

About three years ago we prepared and published a graded course of
study for the schools of the county, and the same has been adopled by the
various school districts and ls now in use throughout the county, Some of
the princips] features of this plan are: 1st. The quantity and quality of tke
work which is being uniformly earried out in all the schools, 24. Mere
systematic and thorough work done by the teachers. 3d. The puplls have
been stimulated by a desire to complete a prescribed course of work asd
recelve & diploms. dth. No particular branch is developed st the expense
of another, but, on the ¥, each b h is given due consideration.

In connection with this course of study we have a classifioation regisis
in each school, which enables the teacher to leave a parmanent record of
the standing and progress of the school, together with the names of pupil
promoted and those who have pl the and ived a county
diploma. '

Armangements have also been made whereby pupils who complete ik
course and receive u diploma are admitted to the Decorah high seheil
whers a sclentifio, classical or business course may be completed if desirel.
With this arrangement we now have s conneoting link between the ruml ot
ungraded school and the high school. Already fully one hundsed pupll
have completed this course, and from the encouragement the work lsm
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jug, snd from the interest and earnestness manifested on the part of
b teachers, pupils and patrons, [ am satisfied that much good can be ac-

SCHOOL BUILDINGE AND GROUNDS.

At present we have about one hundred and fifty school buildings in the

, valued st about $120,000. The general structure of the buildings is

in the main, although little, it any, sttention has been given to proper
faciiities for lighting and ventilating.

mmpnfu:mmmhubmn | tendency to furnish

the buildings with sultable and fortable furniture, and at the present

ime nearly every house is furnished with seats, desks, tables, etc.. of the

\atest and most improved styles.

With but few ptions the out-h and fences are in good condition,
while there is scarcely an undesirable school-house site to be found in the
unty. In some cases, to be sure, the location is not the most convenient
(6 sccommodate the patrons of the schiools, but this time and circum-
gances alone can remedy.

WOODBURY COUNTY.

BY J. 8, SHOUP.

The advancement of the public schools of this county during the lnst ten
foars bas been one of regular, steady, healthful growth, both so far as num-
ber of papuls enrolled and actual work done.

Considered geographically, this is a large county, consisting of more than
twenty-four full congressional towuships, or about one and one-half per
tebof the entire State. This county, until a few years ago, was but thinly
wiiled, and consequently many of the schools were small, but within the
bt few years the population has largely increassd. The teaching of the
mmﬂ,, :::mim Every year quite a number of new teach-

ve engnged . These new teachers generally duri

the spring, and thelr first Lerm s considered probationary to am uh::
It s been the alm of the superintendent to retaln the best of thess, while
the others naturally drop out of the work. The better class of teachers
Mare always taken much interest in the normal institutes, and by keeping
Hesdily up with the work as it advances from year Lo year, have succeeded in
Telaining their places from year to year.

The normal institute of this county is graded, and has & regular course
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of study, the completion of which req al least thrss
sessions of the institute, although many require o greater length of time, gy
promotion from one grade to another is determined by examination g
actunl experience in the school room.

The course of study provides for thorough drill in all the common m
and nlso algelira, geometry, snd botany.

1t {8 required of teachers of the advanced grade to have sufliclent know).
edge of algebra and geometry to enable them to teach systematically g
scientifically, any thing in connection with the subject of arithmetie, Np
text books of any kind are used in the institute. About one hour each dy
{8 devoted to the subject of didactics, Here, also, the work is different i
the different grades. The regular session of institute is three weeks, u.
though this year there have been held three specinl sesslons of two week
each. ‘These seasions were held during the spring vacations, and wers de
signed chiefly for the benefit of the younger and less experienced class of
teachers. Ass0 many T hing for the first time
the spring Lerm, and as & cousequence go into the work without any normal
traiulng or instruetion whatever, [ think the spring session may be made to
be of great beneft to them,

At the regul ion of institute, a portion of the time is devoted specl
ally to Instructions in primary methods.

The public schools of this county are now using » course of study, vie.: the
one prepared by the {tes appoloted by the superintend ' uonven
tion for the northern distriet of Town. This course of study is also used in
the institute in connection with the ragular institute course of study.

ECHOOL NOVSES,

“The sehool-louses of this county are generally good, and kept In good re-
pair. They are mostly of sufficient size that no dificulty has been expac-
enced with regard to ventilstion. With the exception of some of the balld-
ings in Sloux City, and the buildiog in Correctionville, they are beated by
menans of stoves. The school-houses In the country, with ons exeeption,
are wooden structures, Many of them are seated with single seats and.
deaks, well supplied with black-board, dictionaries, maps, ete.

GROUNDE.

Sohool-grounds in the country consist of one acte, mostly prairie sod, in
some cases seeded Lo blue grass. They are generally fenced with boards; s
faw with wire cables and (las wires, The out-houses are generally in good
condition, but not all of them. The subject of planting trees has not re
ceived as much attention in this county as It should have received, although
some of them are surrounded by very nice grovea of box elder, tonple, el
tonwoud and other forest trees. Some of the school-houses were buily whes
1hie pountry was comparatively thinly settled; as population inorensed asd
the conditions of the neighborhood changed, it was found necessary bo moTs
some of them, and more of them will yet probably be moved to new sites.
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]
This Is peTlaps one Teason why more attention was not.paid to planting

trees.
SCHOOL- YEAR.

of the term varies, several of the distriots having nine or ten

months, some eight, some seven and a few only six; but there seems to be
» general disposition for longer terms. Teachers' salaries in coun-

try schools during the summer vary from twenty-five to thirty-five dollars
per mosith, and during the fall and winter from thirty to forty dollars per
month, Algebra is taught in quite a number of the country schools, draw-
fng aod book-keeping 1n & few of them; vocal mnsic, as & branch of study,
js oot tanght in aoy of the country sechools. Hygtenic physiology, as re-
quired by school laws of 1584, 1s taught In every school, and, so far as [
Rave been able to observe, is tavght fairly well; lessons on this subject are
given daily to all classes, and teachers report monthly the amount of work
dove.  Text-books on this branch have been adopted by the various boards
of directors, nnd the law in all respects has generally been well complied
sith. I have at this date, May 10, received notice of but one class having

completed the subject.

UNIFORMITY OF TEXT-ROOKS.

Some of the boards of directors have adopted books to be used in their
apaotive districts, but there has never been any attempt made toward
pounty uniformity.

CITY AND TOWN SCHOOLS.

, Stouz Clty has six brick and slx wooden buildings, containing in all forty-
#lght rooms, with a seating eapacity of 8,000, In addition to the eity su-
perintendent Ofty-one teachers are employed; four of these are gentlemen,
the rest Indies. The salary of the city superintendent is $1,500 per year:
ihe saluries of teachers vary from $250 to $000 per year. The year consists
of (hirty-wight weeks. The high school course embraces four full years,
Dorrectionville has a’school of four departments; priveipal's salary $500;
teachers’ salaries $400 each; high school course of three years. Dunbury
bas & school of three depariments; there are also three other schools out-
wide of town under the supervision of the same principal; prineipal's salary
73, tenchers' salaries $350; high school course of three years, Sloan has
& sohiool of three departments; principal's salary $650; teachers' salaries
$00; 0o bigh sehool course. Sergesnt’s Blufls has & school of three de-
wriments; principal’s salary $750; teachers' salaries $300 wnd $400; high
®hool course thres years, Smithland has a school of two departments;
Jrincipal’s salary $750; teacher's salary $450; high school course three years.
Balix has o sohool of two departments; principal's salary $450; teacher's
Miacy $300. Bergennt's Bluffs has two brick buildings. The sehool-grounds
A6 very large, and all planted to shade irees and seeded with blue-grass.
ﬁmuwﬂvﬂh.m and Smithland are good build-
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fngs but made of wood. The building at Sloan is in guod repair, but not of
suflicient size to accommodate the pupils. The same is also true of

but at both these places new buildiogs will probably be built during the
present year. [t is also designed to add & fall bigh sehool course to the
course of study at Sloan.

The town of Oto has a large bullding of two rooms, but at present
one is used. Beveral new towns in the county will be obliged to bulld pew

houses in the near future.

WORTH COUNTY.

BY A, 0. BAKKEN.

In reply to your request I will end to pi briefly the eondition
and prog of ed fon in our ty. 1 beli the adva of
education within our boundaries during the last few years has kept a fair
pace with the industrial improvements, and these have been very marked.
Much credit is due to m, predecessor, Mr. H. T. Toye, whose untiriog in
dustry and superior fitness as an educator, bled him to plish &
great deal for the good of the schools.

NURMAL INSTITUTE.

One of the chief instr ta for the gradual raising of the standard of
edueation in our county have been the normal institutes, Thess form st
present o very important factor in our educational system ; and whatever ja
done by the Btate or county for their encouragement and support s, I be
Heve, time well spent and capital well invested. The greatest essentiad, by
far, of a good school, is & good practical teacher, and it is to the prepam-
tion and employment of such that the influence of every lover of eduestion
should especially be brought to bear. Many of our teachers have, st their
outset réceived but little professional training. and to these a well-orgun-
ized and ably-conducted Institute is of inestimable worth. Amnotherof the
many good results of county institutes is the countersction of the evils
arising from a fnual change of teacl by helpiog to make plans sod
methods uniform. Our connty has had reason to look up to the normal i
stitute system with pride and bope. At our last fall’s session of three
weeks, not leas than one hundred names were on the roll from beginning W
olose, The institute was divided into three grades, and four instroetom
were employed. We find some difficulty in the selection of time for holdisg
the institute, having access to the public school boilding only during e
tions. This compels us to hold the fall institute in the latter part of

.
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Augst, which time, to many of our teachers who all work for a low salary
i school, must be spent in farm work.

SCHOUL-HOUSES,

A healthy body is essential to a healthy devalopment of the mind. A
sehoal-honse shonld afford as many of the favorable conditions dictated by
the laws of hygiene, as possible ; and I think the people of this county must
phaye realized this fuct. The school-houses erscted of late are not only
Iarger than former buildings of the kind, but superior to these in respect to
heating, lighting, ventilation, seating, black-board and comfort and con-
venlence [n general. The old time prison echool-houses have been con-
yerted into model houses ; and pleasing ars the eMects.

GROUNDS.

I bave but little to say on this toplie, as less attention has been given to
It, practieally, among us. Nor has this been of prime importance in most
ases, a8 our county is largely a prairie district, and each school-house com-
mands the best acre of some of the finest and most favorably located land
o this eontinent. Only in a few cases have any fences been bujlt around
{he school-house lot. Less importance than desirable has been attached to
the proper construction and loeation of ont-houses, and still less to keeping
the same in good repalr. This often is a sad neglect, and it is difficult to
know what the most effective remedy would be. The law In regard to the
planting of trees on school grounds bas been complied with in most dis-
trivts, and in no case has the neglect been intentional, What has nos been
secomplished, will be at the first oppoctunity,

BCHOOLS,

Our county has eighty-seven schools. Most townships haw
seven months of school during the year, The wlnterp:urm ?-r:!n:n:? x
variably one month linger. than the summer term, Two or thres townships
;.mhn eight ;n:;:hs of school this year. We have but two terms, with
exception o independ hools, where the sch ;
Irom thirty-six to thirty-eight weeks, Our teachers, [ am ﬂr::nn:;?p::
ok well pald; compensation ranging from $20 to $35 in winm.lnd!'mm
#9010 830 In summer. A few first gradd teachers will at the end of a term
of three months only draw 878, This is miserable, considering that a
teucher, besides giving all her time to the work, has also a capital invested
w Our best teschers frequently step out of the ranks. What can be

The elght branches ered by a teacher’s examin taken
mm Often I thivk too myhoonam:?::be?umm
mnl:;in & great wany instances 1s oo short for the ofa

tude of sciences, and in every case reading, writing and spelling
fecupy the most prominent place on the dally programme until well
1
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mastered. These b hes should i guag g l’mm
is receiving more and more attention. We should teach position, pey.
holding, spacing, height of letters, slant, neatness, etc., at the very bagy,
ning. We believe the ability to write a good and fluent hand is algreay help
in all future school-work.

Drawing and vocal music, though not extensively taught inJour schogls.
are recelving some attention, ially in the graded schoolsof Nory.
wood.,

I am proud of being able to report a general compliance with 8. L, of 15
in regard to the teaching of physiology and hygiene. We have adopteq
text-books, and where books are lacking the teaching is taken np orally,
The law is very popular in our locality, and on its merits we build muey
hope for the future. Long live the good people in whose philanthropis
minds the law was concejved.
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