
































government or corporate officials could be accused of criminal acts when there are
no criminal laws forbidding such acts, Sutherland's theory must be seen as
unnecessary and immaterial; and (4) by talking about white collar crime in such a
way that ignores the fact that government and corporate practices are, as they
should be, regulated by professional ethics and values is inappropriate.

Caldwell (1958) criticized Sutherland's theory from another perspective. He
asserted that the concept of white collar crime violates the sanctity of criminal law,
especially the dictum of "no punishment without crime and no crime without law."
And since there were no laws forbidding white collar crime activities, such crimes
could not exist. Caldwell suggested that Sutherland confused immoral and
unethical practices with criminality, thus infusing undue subjectivity which can be
detrimental to the integrity of law. As for Sutherland's categorization of white
collar crime, Caldwell argued that it was unnecessary simply because public and
business decisions are normally subject to "ordinary, business practices" (Caldwell,
1958:33).

Richard Quinney sought to rectify what he saw as inadequacies in Sutherlands's
formulation of white collar crime. He argued that "efforts to distinguish categories
of white collar crime or to restrict Sutherland’s definition must be taken in order to
give the concept more social utility" (Quinney, 1964:285). As a solution, he
suggested expanding the concept of white collar crime to include all such
violations committed in the course of other occupational activities, even by
employees who do not fit the definition of "respectable" or "high social status"
offenders (Poveda. 1994:35). The most salient point in Quinney's argument is that
the criminalization of any behavior must be based on intrinsic "wrongness," rather
than on the characteristics of those who commit such a behavior.

Support for Sutherland's theory, however, continues and the term white collar
crime is now an integral part of the literature of criminological theory (see Geis,
Meier and Salinger, 1977; Cullun, Maakestad, and Cavender, 1987, Edelhertz and
Overcast, 1982; Kramer, 1989; Thornberry, 1975; Wolfgang, Figlio, and; Katz,
1980). Presentations on white collar crime are made regularly at professional
meetings of criminologists and sociologists, congressional hearings on the subject
are continually held. and legislative plans to regulate white collar crimes are a high
priority on the agenda of the US Department of Justice.
Operational Definitions of White Collar Crime

The term white collar crime, we must remember, is not a legal term. Indeed such a
definition is so ambiguous jt is difficult for criminological researchers to determine
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1- The role of the media. Public awareness should be heightened concerning the
culpability of white collar criminals and the enormity of damage such crimes can
cause society. Society must first be convinced that white collar crimes are "real
crimes,” if enforcement measures have any chance to succeed. The mass media is
obviously the premier tool that can serve this purpose. It should be effectively
utilized to educate the public through exposing the hidden aspects of the problem.
Furthermore, political parties and governmental agencies should be involved in the
formulation of stern laws criminalizing such crimes. In addition, sociologists,
criminologists, and economists should focus on the problem and debate it in their
professional meetings, and law enforcement agencies should be reeducated as to
the seriousness of these crimes.

2- Computer experts should be hired. It is easier (and less costly) to train a
computer expert in the arts of investigation than to train a police officer in
computer sciences. Experienced computer investigators are so necessary to the
successful investigation of these crimes because they know what to search for, they
understand the formidable capacities of advanced computers, and they possess the
expertise of not attempting moves that can erase data, short-circuit wiring
connections, or destroy hidden evidence.

3- The number of expert investigators should be adequate.. Such expert
investigators should be organized in groups best trained to meet the needs for
intelligence gathering, the interception of communication, the review of financial
statements, the collection of latent evidence, and the counseling of prosecutors in
the process of building their cases.

4-Investigators Should be trained in Forensic Accountancy. The training of
investigators should be both an ongoing endeavor and of the highest quality. In the
United States, this is accomplished through specialized governmental training
centers such as the FBI and Secret Service training facilities; The Federal Law
Enforcement Training Center, in Glenco, Georgia; and The Law Enforcement
Electronic Technology Assistance Program created as a model by Florida's 8th
judicial circuit.

5- Cooperation with international agencies should be maximized. In this global
world, white collar and computer crimes cannot be effectively defeated without a
global strategy of cooperation. White collar crimes and, particularly, money
laundering activities must be treated as global problems that require the highest
degree of collaboration between all countries. It is self-evident that if some
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