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Keep on Wakitih

St. Augustine, Sermon 169

A Tour of the Memmack College Campus |
‘to Awaken Minds and Hearts

i

to the Meaning oftts Augustinian Tradition |




St. Augustine in rendering, pictured before the ruins of
his Basilica of Peace in Hippo (left) and the 19th century
Basilica buift in his honor in Annaba, Algeria

Together, we keep on walking into this new millennium with
Christ the Teacher as our guide, confident in a great future for
Merrimack College as a preeminent Catholic and Augustinian
institution of higher learning in the northeastern section of the
United States of America. In the best sense of St. Augustine’s
reflections, let us too be “dissatisfied with what” has thus far
been accomplished at Merrimack College so that, with God’s
help and guidance, we and future generations will “arrive at
what (we) are not yet”.
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DEDICATION

This Walking Tour is dedicated to three groups of people of
the Merrimack College community. First, I wish to dedicate it to
the pioneers: Augustinians, lay faculty, students and benefactors
who began Merrimack College in the late 1940’s. I knew many
of these individuals personally. Second, I wish to make a special
dedication to honor the living and deceased members of the
class of 1952 who will celebrate the Golden Anniversary of their
graduation in June of 2002. Matriculating as a freshman in
September of 1948, I was privileged to be a member of this, the
second class of students, for two years. Although I left the
college in June of 1950 at the end of my sophomore year to
become a friar in the Augustinian Order, I have always consid-
ered myself to be an honorary member of the Class of '52. Third,
I wish to dedicate this tour to the members of the Class of 2002
whose class gift made the publication of this booklet possible.
Because I have been associated with Merrimack for three of their
college years, I have become friends with many individuals in
this class.

As an Augustinian Friar, I have had the privilege to be associ-
ated with the school in a variety of ways, first as a student and
next as the first Augustinian vocation from Merrimack College. I
was ordained a priest in the Collegiate Church of Christ the
Teacher on May 26, 1956. Now, more than fifty years after
beginning my college career, I have come full circle.  minister at
Merrimack as coordinator of spiritual and educational programs
in the Center for Augustinian Study and Legacy as well as being
associated with the Campus Ministry staff.

With great pride, I especially dedicate this written tour of the
campus to those individuals who stood at Wilson’s Corner at
the intersection of Routes 114 and 125 fifty-five years ago and -
saw a ‘Field of Dreams.” Hopefully, their vision and their trust in
God’s providential care will continue to be appreciated by all
those who reap the benefits of such vision and trust: the faculty
and students who a little more than a year ago began a new
millennium of education at Merrimack College which continues
to be both Catholic and Augustinian.

Rev. James A. Wenzel, O.S.A.
L April 24, 2002
Q The Feast of the Conversion of St. Augustine of Hippo

[NTRODUCTION

“Modest dedicatory
ceremonies marked the
formal opening of Merrimack
College on September 22,
1947.” In this concise manner,
Edward G. Roddy, Jr. in his
Merrimack College: Genesis

and Growth 1947 — 1972
describes the beginning of
Merrimack. Now, 55 years
later, this institution which
continues to strive to be a
preeminent college in the
northeastern part of the
United States justifiably
boasts not only of its stu-
dents, faculty, administrators,
and staff, but also of its
beautiful and growing
campus. This tour of the
campus attempts “to awaken minds and hearts” to the Augus-
tinian tradition that permeates the campus. Founded by the
Augustinian Friars of the Province of St. Thomas of Villanova,
Merrimack’s campus bears the imprint of their spiritual and
educational legacy in the naming of buildings and various sites
and monuments. What follows is an attempt to explain this
legacy.

Statue of St. Augustine of Hippo, at Annaba
Algeria, modern day Hippo.

This unique tour of Merrimack’s campus is intended to:

* deepen awareness and understanding of the person of St.
Augustine and of the spirituality and tradition that bear his
name;

* broaden knowledge of the Augustinian Friars as well as the
tradition and history of this religious order, and especially of

' The Province of St. Thomas of Villanova which founded
Merrimack College in 1947 and which continues to sponsor it;

* to highlight the relationship between Merrimack College and
the Merrimack Valley, especially with the “Immigrant City”
of Lawrence, Massachusetts.
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