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Challenges of disaster nursing education in a globalized society

—Mainly through, the Joint Japan-US Disaster Nursing Training Program—

Megumi  Komatsu

Abstract

A characteristic of Japanese nurse training is that the complexity of the training course and
the dual structure of qualifications continue even in the context of university education. In
Japan, rapid declining birthrate, aging population and globalized society makes securing
human resources responsible for safe and secure medical and long-term care an urgent issue.
It is a society need to train high-quality nurses who can respond to the complexity and
sophistication of medical care and frequent disasters. However, even in the training of highly
educated nurses, there is a gap between the practical nursing ability required by the clinic and
the ability of new graduate nurses. Problems such as medical accidents and early turnover of
new graduate nurses were raised. As a countermeasure, the new curriculum of basic nursing
education includes a learning content called "integrated field" that is closer to clinical practice.
Among them, "disaster nursing" and "international cooperation" were specially mentioned,
and those able to teach the subject were required.

Systematic and practical disaster nursing education is unavailable except at some
educational institutions that have a history of relief support such as the JRCS. Issues have
been reported that there are no full-time teachers, sufficient class time cannot be secured, and
teachers who have no experience in relief support stay teaching only basic knowledge.

As part of the reconstruction of the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, a joint
Japan-US disaster nursing training program was planned for nursing students who have
experienced disasters to develop experts for disaster nursing. The author was involved in the
planning and management of the nursing training program and also served as a mentor, to

qualitatively analyze the experience and growth of the participating students.
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The purpose of this study is to clarify that this training program can contribute to disaster
nursing education, which is positioned as a new curriculum in basic nursing education and
whose teaching method is not systematic.

Chapter 1 describes the transition of nurse training, the background and current status of
the transition to university, and the current status and issues of education in the "integrated
field".

Chapter 2, we investigated the reasons for choosing a career path to a non-university-sector
school that trains more than half of new graduate nurses in the training of nurses who are
becoming more university-oriented. The results were related to money such as "employment,”"
"income," and "tuition." It also describes the demand and significance of nursing schools.

Chapter 3 describes the outline of the joint Japan-US disaster nursing training program,
the background of its planning, the training management organization, the training content,
and the role of mentor advisors.

Chapter 4, the author interviewed five students who participated in this training program
and received research cooperation, and qualitatively analyzed their experiences and learning.
The author also checked and compared "fundamental competencies for working person "
before and after the training. Six major categories were their experiences in this training
program. Before the start of the training, the students felt <anxiety about the execution of
the training>, and During the training, expressed they were<confused about how to deal with
the problems> and <learning how to deal with difficulties>, After the training, the students
were expressed they had <real feeling of self-change> and gained <deepening understanding
of nursing> and <expectations for the potential of nursing staff>. The self-evaluation of "
fundamental competencies for working person " measured before and after the training was
also improved after the training. Since it is a new program, there was need for improvement,
so | have summarized the recommendations.

Chapter 5 summarizes the suggestions for developing experts for disaster nursing who can
play an active role in the global society. Although Japan International Cooperation Agency's
Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteers nurses are suitable for experiencing cross-cultural
understanding and teaching the importance of international cooperation in a world where

human and physical conditions are not met, such as during a disaster, there are few nurses
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who go on to graduate school. They are contributing to the inner internationalization of
foreign residents; it is necessary to search for methods and inhibitors that promote the
transition to teachers. It is important not just to teach knowledge but to enhancement of
simulation education and devise exercises to move the body as much as possible to raise
awareness of disaster preparedness. We will create opportunities for trainees to gather and
provide support that will not forget their original intentions and utilize ICT and hold regular
roundtable discussions on the internet. If there is a plan like this training program, students
of schools without an exchange program can learn disaster nursing in a different culture. It is
the healing of the disaster affected and post traumatic students and the promotion of learning
that the teachers properly face the students and accept their emotions. The experience of
being a mentor provided an opportunity for reflection as a teacher. It is not only students but
teachers who could grow up. Five years have passed since this training program, started and
graduates are also advancing to employment related to disaster nursing and to acquire
advanced qualifications. By continuing to survey the students who have gone from a nursing
student to a nursing profession and providing support we can play an active role in

development of the next nurse.
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