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Matthew Salfner was born Movember 20, 1737, His parents
Matthias Salzsner and Agnes Zarper, moved to thiz country in
1732 from Wurttemberg, Germany, with & group of Protestant
immigrants led by Few., Chriztian Eabanhorst. They gettled in
the bWhite Bluff district and had four children , Matthew
being the eldest. He grew up and zettied in the White Bluff
districty also, on 100 acres granted to him through the
English Lrown grant, granted December 4, 1759, & planter, he
married Dorothy Gnann of Effingham County., He and Dorothy
hadf four children including Matthew 111, John I=aac, Susan
and Ann. Matthew disd March 13, 1804, Dorothy died March 27,

1847,

Zo far I‘we Found & direct desendant of both Matihew and
John Isaac, Witliam Herring and Gorden Smith, respectivels.
["ve aisc located the family cemetery immediately acrocs
Abercorn from Armstrong on the edoe of the woodz, & little
more research [thiz is only & brief sketch of the info I
havel and my psper will be ready to roll.

Foddy J. Hatch II1
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Matthew Salfner was born Movember 20, 17

el

7. His parents,
Matthiaz Salssner and Aanes Zarner, moved to this country in
1732 #rom Wurttemberg, Germany, with & group of Protestant
imnigrants led by Rew, Christian Fabenhorst. They =ettised in
the White Blu+ff district and had four children : Matthew

- being the eldest. He grew up and Eettleﬁ in the White Bluff

Lf district, also, on 100 acres granted to him through the

English Crown agrant, granted December 4, 1757, & planter, he

f{ married Dorothy Gnann of Effingham County». He znd Dorothy

hadf four children including Matthew 111, Johrn Isaac, Susan

and Ann. Matthew died March 12, 180&. Dorothy died March 27

1847,

Za far I7ve found a direct desendant of both Matthew znd

John Izaac, William Herring and Gordon Smith, respectively.
I've aiso located the family cemetery immediately across
Abercorn from Armstrong on the edge of the woods. A& litile
more research [thiz is only a brief =ketch of the info I

havel and my paper will be ready to rall.

Raoddy J. Hatch III
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in each generation there are z few people who live
gpectacular, glamorous liwes while the rest of the people
must be contented working =teadily day in an day out. In the
late 17007s Matthew Salfner led the life of the ausrags man.
The following is an account of his ancestry, where he Tived,
his direct descendants, his occupation and how he it into

the communi ty.

Matthias Mathias o Matthews Salfner Laor
Salssner, Zalszer,etc. was a blacksmith of
Moergesletien, in the Dukedom or Province of

Warttemburg, Germany. He married Agnes Margarethsa
Zarner, who was born on 12 April 1712 in ths court
Jurisdiction of Hewderhiem, Moergesletten. She was
the daughter of attorney Mathias ZFarner and hisz
wife aAnrns. Matthias Salfner and his wife and
children sailed to Geargia in 1732, being among
those who came as "a colony of emigrants +rom
Wur ttemburg" l2d by the Rew. Chriztian Rabenhorst.
The Salfners settled in the White Bluff district
of what is now Chatham County, Georgizx, where

Matthias and Agnes were alive as late as 1742. The



present-day "Salfner Tract® of land in Chatham

County i= named for Matthias."l1

Matthew Salfner Il was born in Mosrgesletien, Germany on
Nouember 20, 1737, He was one of four children who came to

gmerica with his parents. He had twe brothers, George

Lionhart ©17 Juns 173¥ 1754 or 353 and Jacoh (& September

1745 - ¥ } ., and a sister, Anna Margaretha {23 Ocicher
— . —_
1740 - ¥ ¥ wheo married Gearae Mungazer in 1777.%5 The

Nungazer’=s plared an intricate part in the Talfner family as

you will see,

Matthew’ = brother, George, supposedly "wandered away from
n =

home one day and was never seen 30ain"~, [ Ffound nothing

more on Jacob or &nna other than her marriage to Mungazer.

Near the end of the Rewolutionary kWar Matthew married
Dorothy Gnann of Effingham County (formerly St. Matthew's
Parrieh), daughter of Jacob and Mary Margaret Gnann 111.4
They had several children including Matthew IIDl (17971832,
Jacob Salfner (17F4-1212), Ann Salfner (21 January 179% — 21
December 18452 , John lsaac Salfner (22 July 1802 - 20

Mavemher 1840, Susannah Salfner (1791-18532) and two other
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children the names aof which are unknowmn.~ Some of the

1

=
children married into the Nungazer family. Matthew 111
married Mary M. Nungazer on March 1, 1822 3 é&nn Salfner
married Daniel E. Mungazer on May 14, 1814 ;3 Susannah
Salfner married George Mungazer, ({I'm not sure if he iz the
son of the George Mungazer that married Ann Margaretha
Saltfner) on June 11, 1807 and after hizs death in 1814
Susannah married Mathaniel Nungazer on September 35, 1814, 5
and ¢ These ties come from the zparce population in the
zarly settlement and the bonds that dewveloped belween

neighboring families.

On December 4, 175% Matthew Il was granted 100 acresz of land
in the Township of Wernonburgh, Christ Church Parpish under
the rule of Hing George I@I. The land was suruvered on

September 7, 1754 and locatad as follows:

Bounded on the north by Frederick Keifer, east by
Lote of ‘“Yernonburgh [Mungazer 1andl, south by John
Chapman, west by Frederick Family Flantation. The
Plantation shows the 100 acres to be in two 350

acre tracts separated by the land of Adam Ordner.®



- .

O September 14, 1724 Matthew II bought 5% acres in the
Doeechee district from William Meore.” Qther than this
purchase it is unknown to me when or how Matthew II

accumulated the land haldings zold upon his death.

Orn Movember 4, 1821 Matihews estate was sold both to his
family and =zt auction. Dorothy (Grnann) Sal¥ner bought 30
acres for $400 in the White Bluff District; Matthew Salfner
111 bought 30 acres at #1120 in the bhite Bluff District
[thig accounts for the 100 acres granted in the Land
Grantel; Matthew Salfner III1 bought 120 acres in the =ame
bhite Bluff District for $£400; Adam Cope bought 3% acres in
the Ogeeches District for-$134; John Haupt bought 250 acres

in Bryan County for $41.10

The Most ;mpartant aspect of Mathew Salfnerse land holdings
to this class, the History department and fto all of
Aarmztrong State College iz that Matthew Saltnerse” land in
now Armstrong State’s campus. Though 1 could not locate a
map of Dutch Town [The German settlezment on the Vernon
Riverl, in an intervigw with G,B.Smith, direct descendant of

John [, Salfner, he informed me that the remains of the



Salfners” family house, several grawves and possibly a water
well are in the wooded area across from Armstrong, bordered
by the roads Burkhalter {formerly Dutehtown road?, Absrcorn

and Middleground.lt

Matthew Salfners personal life is sKetchy. He served in the
Geogria Provincial Rangers during the Frepnch and Indian Wars
as a private from June 1759- May 1741 and reenlicted in

November of the some wear to February 1762.1%2 [Both Matthew

Lo

ITl and his son, George Matthew Salfner, served in the

Georqgia Hussarsl,

But when the revolution zet in I could find no iaw records
(Probate, Superior courts, etc.) or land deeds of Matthew

Salfner I1.

In 1787, Matthew Salfner reappeared in document. March 17,
1787 Matthews neighbor, David Fisher, charged Matthew with

Slander in Superior Ccourt. The jurors ruled in favor of the

defendant.13

RS

~Matthew II was also selected for jury duty in 17791 alang

with other Dutchtown settlers including Georage MNungazer,
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David Eeifer and Jacob Readick.id gccarding to G.B.SEmith,

Matthew did not serve or attend jury» duty by tslling the

courts he was dea%!l5

Matthew was a planter in the Dutchtown which is a

contradiction in terms. Dutchtown is a sandy, swampy area

vihere wery little will grow other than, =ay, scrub cak or

L - .

wiid fiowers. But, sccording to the public noti of th

|
T

et

zale of the property of the deceased John I, Salfner, it was

quite possible to manage an existence in those time

mn

"Wiltl be eold, on the ¥th of February [I8411, about 73 head
of stock and beef cattle, 4 head of harees, sheep, heg and

goat, plantation tools, housze and Kitchen furniture, stc.

Bleso a comfortable houee and 1ot on the YVernon riwver, an

eligibte zummer residence."lé

Matthew’'s family showed nothing out of the ordinary, Hi

in

wife, of course, Kept the house and raised the children.
His children were typical children and even appeared in the"
paper under & notice submitted by Matthew s neighbor, Mrs.

Henry Fizher.



Be it Known that on Sunday the 4th inst. [sicl
that Mrs. Saltner =sent har two sons and a Megro
boy which I saw myself to pick my grapes and they
picked them so ciean that they took off about half
buzhel and picked the wvwine to peacese [sicl not

zatisfied with this she sends on thursday

-k,

allowing one of her

n

——
e

m

i1

and a MNegro boy for more
mrself being sick I szent Mr. Fisher and my son to

zee if they intended to carry away the vine...l7

As you can see, Mrs. Fisher was so upset she just wrote the

letter with no attention to punctuation or grammar.

Matthew’s children seemed to fit into the community rather
well as they grew older. They may have even prospersd gquite

well., In an article in the Daily Gerorgian of 183%, a Mr.

-Balfner entered his boat in the Yernon River Regatta along
with three others. The event was Javish according to the

writer and explained that Mr. Salfner finished fourth.1®
.}’]

Matthew Salfner was a family man who raised his children and

"Departed thisz life on the I3th instant, at his plantation



at White Bluff, Mr., Matthew Salfner, in the &%th wear of his

age [180s1.7
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