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JOHN YOURG NOEL

*When weeping on a husbands much loved dust
Cur tears become us and grief is just®

This is the beginning of the poem, which was inscripted on John
Young Noel's toomb by his wife, Sarah C. Noel.1
John Young Koel, a prominent attorney and Mayor of Savamnsh for
four tems,z was born in the City of New York on June 18th., 1762 of parents
J1llustrous for pity,a
He was practicing law in Elizabethtown, New Jersey where he
. married his wife, Sarah C. [Dennis] Stites, the widow of Richard Stites
"~ and the mother of Richard Montgomery Stites.l"
:x ' The date of his arrival in Savannah is unknown, tut Noel was
appointed Judge of the Couris in Upper Georgia prior to 1?89,5 and he
: s listed in both the 1790 Census (Reconstmted)é and the 1790 Tax
Bigest for Chatham County.’ He was also noted to be the Solicitor
;F%nﬂzal for Georgia in 1?9#.8
On February 1i9th.,1787, the Legislature of Georgia proposed an act
fhich divided Savannah into seven wards, adding to the six already
&isting wards; Anson, Reynolds, Decker, Derby, Heathcote, and Percival
other to be called Oglethorpe, and constituting the hamlets of
craw and Ewensburg.9

The second section of the resolution declared " that on the first
Y in March annually, and every yeax, the proprietors of lois or

es within the said wards, who shall be of the age of iwenty-one and
ds, shall meet at the courthouse of the said town, ....; and the
ens so chosen, or a majority of them, shall meet on the Monday next
lowing, and choose by btallot out of their own body a person to act as
ident of the board, and they shall also appoint a clerk ...."w



The act was signed on December 23rd,,178%, by Governoe Edwin
Telfair, which granted Savannah a charter and set up the Mayor and
Alderman form of governmeni for the oity. The act also stated that
the Tirst election was to take place on March 1$t.,1?90.11

John Young Noel was elected to be an Alderman in 1796 and was
then elected by his fellow Aldermen to be Mayor, March 14th.,1796 to

 suly 10th.,1797; dates changed by Georgia Legislature. 2

g Eight months after taking his ocath of office, a dlsastrous fire
. occured which changed Savannah, On the evening of Saturday, 26th.,

l of November 1786, between & and 7 o'clock, a fire stakted in Mr,

é Gromet's Bakehouse in City P‘ia.:rka‘t.i3

"The season for two months previous to this incident had been
dryy the night was cold, and a light breeze from N.N.W. was soon

fncreased by the effect of the :fi‘:‘uce.":m With the tuildings heing

painly wooden structures and with the strong wind, the fire spread
#apialy. o

*Tn & direction from the cormer of Market Square along Bay to
roorn Streel, thence in a southesst direction, taking the whole
imter of the ciiy to the south and east commons, a few houses guite
~the southeast part only exc';epted.“lé
The Columbian Mussum and Savannah Advertiser, Tueeday, 29th. of
wenter 1796, reporied the following account. "During the conflagraw
on on Saturday night last, in fouxr hours, 229 houses, besides out,
ere burnt, amouniing to (ne Million of Dollars, exclusive of
property - 375 chimneys are standing bare, and form a dismal

ce ~ 171 houses only, of the compact part of the city are

g -~ updards of 400 families are destitute of houses ~ Chariiies
’cited.“l?
“iPoon after the fire, Mayor Noel and Aldermens met and passed a
plition, which authorized the Mayor Lo write the United States
ent, Legislature of Georgla, and other stales for relief for



Savannzn received aid from Pennsylvania, South Carolina, New York,
and Georgia, which gave 15,000 Dollars. No aid was received from the
United States Gavezment.ig

John Young Noel's firsi term as Mayor had not been a quiet and
smooth term in office, because of the fire. He was elected to serve as .
an Alderman two more times, 1798 to 1799 and 1801 to 1802.20

By 1B00, Savannah was beginning a progperity peried, wmhish ssuld
last until 1820, This new wealth wasg siimulating a taste for the finer
things in 1ife.21 The population was up to 6,500 iphabitanis. The cit¥y
had recovered from the fire of 1795 and began to emerge as an important
expart/inport center. %%

.On July 9th.,180%, John Young Noel was elected by his Aldermen to
be Mayor.25 Unfortunately, disaster would revisit Savannah during his
tern,

Two months later on the 8th. of September, 1804, Savannah was hit
by a hurricane at nine o'clock in the morning until ten o'clock that night.
There was wide spread destruction from the high winds and heavy rainfall.
Several houses were desiroyed, trees were blown down, and several rice
rlantations were fleoded, which caused a hundred negroes to drown. Along
the Riverfront, the wharves, several wavehouses, and eighieen ships were

‘@estroyed. The Exchange, Jall, courthouse, and silk factory were damage.
Falling chimneys caused the death of three people.zq'

Noel was elected to sexrve as Mayor of Savannah for twe more terns,
July 9th.,1805 to July l4th.,1806 and for the final time, July 1kth.,
3806 to September 14th,,1807; date changed hy Georgia Legisla.tum.as
_ in the Tuesday, October 13th.,1807, issue of the Republican and Savannzh
m ning Ledzer, it stated "John Young Noel had received and accepted an
;ggpnintmen’t of Judge of the Superlior Courny for the Emstern District of
Zﬁj&ergia.“26
z By 1808, the United States was in a state of unrest, which caused
@9@5’& to be in turmoil, especially Savammah, because of its port. The
?ﬁy began to prepare itself for the imminent was with England. War was
fBolared by the United States on the 18th. of June, 1812, and would last




until Febmuary, 1835.27

Since 1740, when Yellow Fever was Feporied in Charleston, Savannah
had been on the lockout for this danderous disease. By 1804, Savannah
reported a pumber of deaths from fever.’?'s

On the ist, of November 1817, Judge John Young Noel at the age of
8% years old, died from the fevexr at his home located at the corner of
President and Lincoln Stree"t-zg ‘

The members of the Bar of the Eastern District met on the 4th. of
Novenmber 1817. They passed a resolution, which atated that they would
all attend the funeral of John Young Noel that e.ft,emaon.?o

Judge John Young Foel wag lald to rest in the 01ld Cemetery; now known
as Colonlal Cemetery. On the Znd. of May 1854, Judge Noel's remzins were
removed to Laurel Grove Cemetery, Lot # 175,
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CONTINUM

In doing this research, I was surprised to find so little infoxrmation
about a prominent lawyer and civic leader.

Noel had no Will recoxded in the Probtate 0ffice at the Chatham County
Courthduse, which may have been because of his sudden death with the fever.
1 thought that he may have left everything to his wife, Sarah €, Noel, who
was buried on the 17th. of January 1838, at the age of 79, from an affec~
tion of lungs .32 She was buried in OQld Cemetery and removed to Laurel

- Grove Cemetery, Lot #175, on the 2nd. of May 5.85!&.33 According to her
will, she left everything to her niece, Cornelia M.Millen or M:iller.%

I found very little information about Joha Y,Ncel at the Georgia

k’ Historical Society. With more time, T would have checked the Savannah
‘Manuscript Collections at both Duke University and the University of
égeongia..
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