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U Yomn  EHion Ward was bomn in Simbury, Georgia, in 1514 s
ents were Wiliam Ward and Ana Molatosh, whao was the daugiter of |
wlan Mefnrosh, a very prominent Georglan. o 1835, Ward atrended

kersé College but dropped owt.  Later that year, Ward became an
ney, Wit lster became Selicitor General of the Bassern Diswict Courd,
aed hix own law practice in Savanmah, Became 3 member of the Georgia
iglatore, was seclcected as Pretidemr of the Seome, became Mayer of
azah, was selectad a5 s Minisier 1o ching, and moved te New Yark City
v the Civil War. Wward died in Wormchester, Georgiz, on November 29,



spsion filled the air in e Senate chambes - Rarely in Georgia

Bgd theit ‘boen witnessed a more SWbBOM  ynd heated contest in
"wallé than. was fought throughout the Georpia legistative Eénn of
#ia’s leading men were debating :h.-;?'_ issue of what to do ahgut
wion of most of the swats’s banks, -a sushengion that Governor
Browa saw as illegal and vonecessary * A bill had  Lees
g , and afier mueh debate, passed, Suspending  forfeiggre
against the swspended bumks for one Year. The act, which had
fh houses with a two-thirds majority, was sent te Governor
Iia swinned everyose by sending back a sharp and wrquilified
i%zg- act, the back-country Governor stated thas [ fo5] it to be my
wi the people of Georgia, te do all iﬁ'j.m:"" POwer to avert ihe evils

Hd follow the passags of an act legalizing we suspensien of (e

w would the pro-bank men in the Ceneral Agsembly respond to
pt0?  Their teader in the Sendte, the Honorable foln Elliott Word
ah, was selected to respond io the wveto,  The bank-men had scen
oming from the “damsed fool”, as they called nim, bat Brown's

Stl canght them off guard. Now, the evening before his speech




o the enperal Assembly, Ward stayed wsp all aight preparing for the

LRt L

“ppcoming  debate’

The next day, Ward's speech caused a great sensation among the

.::"'I":E"-J w

legisfamrs and capsed many supporters of Governor Brown to reconsider

s

ThE

ﬂae;r stand, for the speech simply cafled for Browa to “leave the system

3.,

‘glone”.  Ward’s commor sense discussion of the banking issus was

@f.

upportad by influential Senators Benjamin H. Hill and Randoiph Spalding,

pra o H

‘w}m botk moved {o tzke ap the veroesd bill, The mesulting vore was an

sy

v

ormnnus sign for the anti-bank men, foxr they lost six votes. They tried to

g

mli for time, but failed.®

After this attempt by Goversoer Brown's supporters to keep the

T A

:,::ffdchate alive failed, Ward once zgain came down to the Senare floor from
:the President’s seat and addressed the legislators, His second speech of the
é‘day was a subtle attempl to put Brown in s .position of hostility to the
‘eities.  He Proceeded to defend the sities, blending indignaion, towards
‘those individuals who would interfere wyith Georgia’s banking system, with
-a judiciows poignancy. Ward painted u pictere of the dire consequences of
:imerfert:ncef He argued his case well, but bs alse made an appeal for
conciliation. Ward clused Ris spesch by moving for the passage of the

vetoed bill and agking that the vote be made quickly and calmly. The

vatoed bili was passed and became law. Pro-bank men credited Ward for

T,
* Ibid,
T i, ' i



The Ward-Jones house was originglly loeated at
Sunbry and owned by Willam Ward. Louis V.
Ward and John Bilict! Ward were born in this house
ai Sunbury, At a laier tIme the house was bought by a
Mr. Jones and moved 20 Dorchester Village, William
Andersan Jones and his family lived there, and later
Mr. W. 1. Martis purchased it and soid it o €. B.
Jones. It was burned in 3978, The site is now owned by
Kate Jones Martin.

Taken from Jweet Land of Liberly



jts passage.’

While many state leaders commended Ward for his speech, rural
townspeopie condemned Ward and the pro-bank  Sematers. Pablie
meetings were held on the subjeci. and the Governor was endorsed by
several strong resclutions. In Wilkinson County, just east of Macon, Dr. RJ.
Cochran offered a resclution that weas passed without a dissenting voice,
declaring the Governor's veto “elaborate, full, clear and unanswerable”: a
reselution Wag aleo passed condemning Fohn E. Ward for calling for an
override of the veto and a quick vote te deprive the anti-bapk men a
chance to respond. These public meetings gave absolute and unzpimous
support to Governor Brown’ _

John Elliort Ward may have lost some favor in the eyes of the
public in this politics] batile, but all Georgisns considered him ope of the
state’s most powerful leaders. He was a very modest man, z fluent
speaker, a staunch supperter of the United States’ Constitstion, and had a
generous, courntly manser.”” But how did this modest man frgm old Liberty
County on the Georgia coast rise to such great heights?'’

Ward was borm on October 2, 1814 in Sunbury, Georgiz, about 30
miles south Of Savannah.'” His father, Willlam Wuard, was 2 member of the

famous Midway settlement, the only Purtitan colony ever egtgblished in the

T, 64.

* lbud., £6.

“'Witiam Gabarg, “Ward, John Effiot," in Dictionary of Georgiz Blography, v 2.

i, 1 031,

*James Stavy. Hisiory pl tha Midwey Congragat fonal Churgh (Mewnan, Ga.: SW. Muray, 1951), 130,
3



South, which came originally from Maséachl;setts to Dorchesier, South
Caroliia, and then some tweniy years prior to the Revolutionary War
moved to Libesty County, Georgia.'” His mother was William Ward's second
wife, Sarah Ann Mclniosh.'” She was the dasghter of Geperal Lachlas
McInoshk, and sister of Commodore James MeXKay Mclntosh.'” Ward was
bomn into a family with strong roots in the Puritan and Presbyterian faiths,
which stressed duaty, morality, industryr, and religions devotion!s

Wikllany Wad ﬁas an imporians Iandwt;gr m the region, as well as
& prosperous planter. In (810, the e=lder Waﬁ bought one hundred and
fifty acres of latd known as Belle-Wille along the Midway River from
anather planter, John Lawson of Senbury’™ The house that was Built on
this tract of land was the one in which John and Louiss V. Ward were
born.'® In Augest of 1813, Willilam: Ward bought four lots of land in
Suabury from John Alexander Cathbert for one thonsand and fifty
dollars.”” He continued to amass land amd a growing amount of wealth after

Fohn was born, buying three hundred acres iﬁ February of 1817 from

" William J. Northen, ed., Ifen of Mark in Georgia (S pananburg, 8.C.. The Reprint Company,
Publishars, 1974), 2: 421.

* Fabon Manson Mayers. ed , The Children ot Brcde (New Haven and London: Yals University Press,
1672), 1713; Wiliam Ward ang Ann Moinfosh were ma rriad onune 15, 1813, Libeny Counly, Georgla
Courtheuse. Mamsas Becord 18061098, A-Z. :

" Robert Long Groover. SwaetlandotLiberdy {Ro swell, Ga.: WH Woifa Asenciates, 1985, 235,

" Witlam Gabard, “Joha Elfiott Ward: A Georgia Efiflst in the Celastial Empire, 1858-80,% in Geomia's

East Asian Conneclion: Intathe Tweaty-First Contury, s2d. Jonathan Gokistel: (Camoiton, Ga.: West
Georgia Sollege, 19003, 74.

"“iiberty County, Georgia Gourthouse. Daadsand Business Transactions, Counly Hecord G, 185,
“ Groover, 99,
¥Lierty County, Regds, 255. i



iNaﬁ;aniei Bacon for nine hundred doliars and twe hundred acres from John
-;Broughtuu in March of that same year for eigl%t hundred dollars,*® William
éWazd would nse his land and wealth fo insure prosperity and seccess for
‘his family.
The beauty and serenity of Coastal Georgia created a lagting bond
g_bctw'&sn Tohe Ellott Ward and Liberty County. Late in his life, sinting in
é:his New York law office on Wall Street, Ward wrote his favorite niece,
f}iiizabe&h Qlivia Winn Stevens, about “the dear oid place where we passed
?aur childhood.™ In one instance, Ward commented that “Nothing would
;givﬂ fe sa much pleasure as once more to see you ail before ¥ go hence to
:_ba no move and perfect time it would be once more to walk oa the bank of
that old River.”™ Ward would travel throughout the world during his
Kifetime, but some of his happiest days were spent near Sunbury®

William Ward haé¢ fouwr children: John Elfiott, Lonisa, William
Wailace, and Georgiz Elizabeth.™ By 1820, the elder Ward had amassed
forty-six slaves and several hundred acres of Jand.” He condncted business
with many of the leading landowners in the area, such as William Maxweil,

Matthew McAllister, Benjamin Kell, and Nathaniel Bacon® It was also

#inerty County, Deeds Gounty-Record H, £3-85. ¥

* John Slliott Ward to Enizaheth Clivia Winn Stevens, $8 November 1891, Collection of Efirateth
Amiason, Suntiury, Georgs,

Ward 1 Stevens. 23 September 1900, Collsction of Elizabath Amason.

* Gahard, Georgia Bioamghy, 1033

#Liberty County, Detds County Record K, 73. _

* Federal Census Records, Fowth Census 1820 Pomutation of Ga.-Libemy, 322, microfim, Libedy
County, Degds, County Record K, 73. '

= ipesty County, Rasds,



ing this time frame that William WarE began preparing his son Johm for

own professional career. He had high hopes for John, and used his
gonnections and wealth to obtain for his son the best eduvecation., It is
lear what formal education John received in his early years, but st the
$ge of 14 he studied in New Haven, Comnecticut under the famed Timothy
E&i}mﬁgh;.” Ward’s stay in Connectickt was interrupted, however, by 2
gihgedy at home that forcf;ﬁ mim to rewrn to Georgia

S: Records pertaining to William Ward's date and cause of death are
%ﬂifﬁﬂlﬂt to locate,™ but records indicate that he died somstime batween
5%329 and 1830,%° possibly in May of 1830, At his time of deats, William
;Tl‘ifarci’s estate included forty-four slaves and was valued 2t well over
_iiiirt%n thousand dollars.™ At this time William Maxwell, 2 bosiness
partner with the elder Ward and friend of the family, was appointed to
oversee the evalvaton of the Ward estate and to become legal gpardian of
John and Lowisa Ward?* All of the Properdy was divided wp among the four
childeen, with Joha and Lowiza receiving, throusgh Maxwell, nineteen slaves

valueed at four thousand-four hundred dollars, splus tweo hundred zcres of

land.’* Under the puardianship of Maxwell, Iohs Eiliott Ward Was, at the

¥ Gabars, Georgia Bloomaohiv 1022,

* Marny records, especially binh and death certificates, wers lost whan tha Lberly Courty Counthouse
#as rebuiit in 1927,

* Federal Gensus Records, Fitth Census 1830 Popylation of Ga.v 4Libery, 55, microfim,

*Liperly Counly, Georgis Cowthouse. Wil Record, Book &, 1824-1350, 94.

™ Administration of he will of Willam Warg, 2 May 1830, Recorded st Riceborough, Gia., Becords of
dberty Courty, Gieorgia Counhouse, Hinesville,

*Liberty County, Deeds County Record K, 74.
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of sixteen, already a wealthy land amd slave owner.

Possibly the death of his facher cawsed John to look more insides

meeif, for he became decply iavelved in 2 religions movement in the

gz In the supmmer of 1831, Ward wwas converted during 2 revival a3

Byalthourville in Liberty County, then a branch of Midway Church, and his
<

pame entered on the rofl of Midway Clwnich, lovated about fourteen miles

;%cst of Sunbury, in Avgsst 1831.7° In a letter 1o Pastor James Stacy some
B

§aars later, Ward fondly remembered the “dear old church”™ Midway
Xihurch was known thrauighaut Coastzl Geergia as a sirong supporter of
?‘_iaa;winistic bediefs > ¢

<~ In the aytumn of 1831, Ward entered Amherst Coliege in
Massachuseus, a school that was overcome with Calvinistic revivalism.™
Amherst did not have many students frome the rural South, but many of its
students  shared 2 deep fellowship writh Massachusefts Puritasiym, =
feeling with which Ward counid relate.  However, Ward did not feel

comfortable at the school and departed after one year, presumably

because of hestifity from New England classmates.” Many New Englanders

* Gabant, Geurgia Bignraghy, 1032,

* Stacy, Midway Churph. 120,

* Gabard, Ceorgia’s Agian Gonnection, 74.
kL ||j.‘i .

* Gighard, Goorgia Bingraghy, 1082,



:- wers ontraged by Georgia’s Cherokee Endian removal poliey.*® Amherst
College waz also a hotbed of anti-slavery sentiment, for William Lloyd
Garrisom’s abolition movement was very popular there. Ward left this
hostile environment and retarned to his rural plantation bome ir Georgia?’
Despite the setback, Ward was determined to porsue a legal career.
For the next two years, Ward became a pupil of Savannah lawyer Masthew
Hall McAllister, who had also been an acquaintance of Ward’s father™
MeAllister would introduce Ward to the Savaanal bar members, as well as
to the social elite and organizations of the ciry."” On November 22, 1834, a
bill was passed by the Georgia Senate to admit John Eliott Waxd to plead
and practice law in the courts of laws and equity in the state’ On Janvary
9, 1835, after examination by the Spperios Court of Chatham County, Wazd
was admitied to the bar'® Ar only wenty vears of age, John Eiliott Wazrd
was an attorney of law in the state of Georgia,

Ward spent muck of 1835 attending lectures #t Harvard Law
School® During this time, William Maxwell, sill Ward's legal guardian,

conducted much of John's business while be was away, which included the

= Chergkes Indians were 10:Cibly removed from areas im northeast Georgia. Two missionaries were
imprigenad, tried, corvitlad, and sentsnced, bscalrse ey warg inhuencing the indians i rioe up agamst
Heair removal from Georgia, Late in 1891, the cage was takoen 1o the Supreme Court of the United Sizies,
which nilad that the Stale of Georgia could not make laws governing the Charokee Mation. Apgieton's
Ssinpedia of American Blography (Mew York, 1888) Vi, 350,

* Gahard, Georgis Biography, 1032

** Tha Daily Georgian {Savannah), 2, 7 Febuary 1835.

L3 Ihkt‘

** Raily Georglan, 2, 27 Novermber 1854,

*Genrgian, 2, 10 January 1835,

" Gabard, Georgia Bicgraphy. 1032,



'Hing 0f Several slaves. | AIET COTHNMELELE U8 SUCUTRBLEL piay i

; assachusetts, Ward returned to Savantah in November 1835 to start his
Lawm legal practice®

. In November, 1835, Ward and William H. Bulloch apnounced in the
FDaily Georgiap that they had wunited thedr professional interests and would
; actice in all of the Courts of the Eastern District, including Savannah.*’
{hm member of the firm would also attend the United States Circurt Courts
gmm time to fme,®

: However, Ia January, _1336, Ward was appointed by the Governor of

g;ﬁﬂﬁrgia te be solicitor general for the Eastern District, replacing William

;_Stiies.” Ward would attend the Superior Courts of Wayne, Camden, Glynn,

gmd Mclntosh counties, ples courts im Liberty, Bulloch, and Chatham

géounties."‘ In March, 1836, William Mamwell moved in the Liberty County

fji’:‘f{:n:nzt of Ordinary to be dismissed from his guardianship of John and Louisa

:
P Ward.™ The dismissal was granted”

Besides building up 2 legal career, Ward, still only twenty-two

years old, began to become well known in the military, pelitical, and social

:;ﬂrgaﬂizations of Savannah. On May 2, 1836, Ward, then a private in the

i

i
i

“Genrdian, 3, 3 Aprl 1885,

! *InePailyGoorgisn 2, 25 Novembar 1835,

7 i,

2 jhid, B !
# The Daily Seargizn, 2, 11 Janvary 1636, '
= The Daity Gearglan, 2. 1 Aprdl 1836, -

* The Raily Georgian. 3, 160 March 1836

= inid.



‘ Chatham Artillery, pave an address at the Unitarian Church in dowantown
Savannah.'® The accasion was a parade of _._the Chatham  Artillery to
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the !asso::iatiﬁn.“ The Phoenix
;Riﬂ&man, the Savananah Republican Blues, aﬁd the Savannah Voluntesr
_;'Ggards also participated in the parade.” After the parade had mede its
way through the downtown o the Church, Ward walked to the pulpit to
: give Bis address. The Dajly Georgign would describe Ward's speech as “an
‘opration rtepleie with patriotic sentiment and glowiag with <loguent
allesions.™* The speech was aiso made “in the presence of a crowded
auditory, composed of the. Fait, the military, and the citizens genesally. ™" It
was well received, for “the placdits with whi;_::h the vouthfaul orator was
frequently interrppted evinced the pleasure which swelied the bosoms of
his attentive suditors.™® Ward alys became involved in Savanpah's poiitical
scene, for on July 4, 1836, Ward, a memtber of the Democratic Pariy, gave @
spesch and 2 loast at the Usion and States Rights dimner.’® His toast
swnithed np his poliztical befiefs at the tEéme: “The Unior of the States and
the States of the Uwion.: The sovereignty and independeste of the one,

identified with the preservation of the other.™,

= The Usiiy fieorgian, o, 2 May 1836

*The Chatbam Adilfery was setabiishad in 1788 by Caplain Eﬂwm Lioyd, 5 Revolulisnary War haro. |t
was it pidest voluntesr agsocialion in the state. The Dagy Georgign, 2. 3 May 1886,

b,

* ik,

T Hhict,

ke,

* Guordian, 2,8 July 1538.

[ Itﬂd‘
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Ward also began 1o build up wealth, c\;it‘ienced by his purehiase of

j:'shﬁl‘ﬂs in the Central Rail Road and Banking Company ©of Georgia in May

(1836."" Ward initially purchased only two shares of stock at thiny-five

)

LHEL

~dollars & piece® | but he would coatinue to purchase stock in the radiroad

TR,

L

jlf'amil the end of the Civil War.¥ In July, E836, two weeks after his Chatham

My

;;;Arﬁlie::y speech, Ward made fhe first of many buaginess irips jo New

W

i‘f&rk.“ On his first trip, Ward spent over three months in New York, not
;‘remming 10 Savannah pntil September 9. var the next {ew years, Ward
~would make several irips to New York, possibly making contacts that he
could nse in the futore.®® -

Daring all of this, ‘Ward continued in his role as solicitor gemeral. On
March 9, 1836, the Georgia Senate issued 2 note of thanks to Ward for his
taking over the position after Stiles’ resignation’” For the next two years,
Ward’s role as solicitor general was to be a law officer fo assist the United
States’ Attorney in the area and to keep records for the Georgia Attorney

General pertaining to legal cases there.!” Ward's comdact during the first

year of his term gained a vote of thanks from jurors in Bulloch County in

= The Daly Gegrgian, 3, 25 May 1836.
| 1] ib’h:l_
** Savannah Morping Mow, 218, 16 January 1887,
* The Daily Geosgian, 8, 16 July 1836,
5 it
= Savannab Morming News, 158, 1 Decerber 1802: The Daly Georglan, 2, 22 April 1841:Tha Daiy
Moming News, 1, 2 June 1263,
* The Daily Georian, 2, 26 March 1836,
* Appletgns, 350. '
1



é}.iarch, 1837.% He handled a variety of cases, many of which he played a
1

;Ekay role in winning. One example was a manslavghter case in the Superior

{:ourt of Chatham County 3o May, 1837, 2 case in which Ward, on behalf of
%he state, won a verdict of guiley.™ On Nnveq:her 11, 1837, Ward was
A ected 10 4 two year term of his own as solicitor by the Georgia Senage.’t
; February, 1838, Ward dﬂalt with 4 case concerning larceny (in this case
E‘;he stealing of s siave), inducing a slave w run away from his owner,
&mmg 2 slave out of the stare, and Barboring s runaway siave.”” Ward
§Wen the case for the prosecurion, which was just one of many he dealt with
?ﬁnnng his new term as solicitor general.”

;‘ Ward contineed to play an ever mqreasmg rele in Savappah
pnhtscs " Matthew Hall McAllister, who had helped tutor Ward in law thres
.-yea:s carfier, was cheirman of the Union and Staies Rights Party in
Elflhstham County in 1837." Through this political party, Ward met nany
:'berominent Savansah leaders, such as Williamn Gordon, Isane Russell, and Dr.

Richurd D. Ampid* He 2lso became a #upporﬁu of Democrat Wiliigm

Schiey, the man who had appointed Ward solicitor general, in his bid for

T Rean S S e TE :

" Ihe Daily Gudtrian & 23 May 1837

" Vioting In Geordia General Assembly tor Soliciter General of the Faster Gttt For Ward, 135; for
Bdward J. Hargin, 113, The Daily Georclag, 2, 15 November 1837

" Ihe Datly Geargian, 2, 8 February 1238,
TA m!d
M Gograian, 222 sune 1847,
?sfhﬁi
™ i,
-4



Je-election 25 Governor.” Ward detivered speeches &t many party

MHHES which helped spread his name. }

. In March, 1839, Ward was appmnted by President Martin Van
Eforen, with the conszent of the Senate, o be Atmmcy of the United Srates
the District of Georgia’” Oddly enough, Ward repiaced the same man he
replaced in the position of solicitor general, William H. Stiles® Ward
onid spend much of his term dealing with a voluntary mansiaughter case
Fie Braaswick”

The vear 1830 was an important on¢ in the life of John Elliott Ward,
in Augnst he married  Olivia Buckmuinster Sullivan, daughter of William
ultivan, a wealthy Boston fawyer and writer.” She was the yuunger sister
f Dr. James Swan Sgllivan of Savannah, who introduced the couple.™ They
ere married on Awgust 11, 1839 in Bosion by the Reverend Jonathan
?:Sargent.” Their marriage would last fifty-one years.” In Sepiember, 1839,
:EWard's political career began to move forward, for he was selected as
f':Secremr}f of the Chatham County Democratic Party.®® Thai same month,

Ward was selectsd 1o rse on thkee Democratic Ticket for State

!
:
E

E; T Eb‘iﬂ

g 7 fhid

; thﬂMﬁﬁEKﬁlﬁn 2, 19 March 1838,
ik

: | .

L " TheRalySieorgian, 2, 16 Aprd 1538

P % rheGeorgian, 3, 26 August 1838

%

T A R

™ Moyers, Ghiklren of Pride, 1714
- MGeorgian, 3, 28 August 1839
& *Mayers, Ghildreny of Pds, 1714
. "Ine Daly Georglan 3, 24 September 1529,
13



‘Representative from Chatham Ward won by 2 parrow margin and
é:}mﬂwd the Georgia House of .Represematives? in November, 1839% Qn
;f__mcamher 2, 1839, ke officially resigned as Unit&d States Attorney General
é?.avannah judge R.M. Chmlten took his place”

g By 1840, Ward was a legislator, as well as a wealthy propérty and
é_;_slavs owner. MHe kept five slaves ag bhouse servants, and owned another
%Eight tc Iaof: after property in Liberey Coustyy.” He was also abowt o
?hecome a father, for his wife Olivia weni to Boston to have their first child
;su that her mother could look after her.” John and Olivia Ward would have
?eight chiklren borm to them, but only three, James Momiford, Ann Louisa,
ami Qlivia would live to reach adulthood.™

? After Robert M. Charlton retire® from the bench in Fuly, 1840, he
joined Ward to form a law firm”® The offices of Chariton and Ward were
locared in downtown Savamnzh om Bay Street, between the Central Railroad
Bank and the offices of the Georgian ne-wspaper.’ Ward decided not to run
.fm' te-election to the Georgia House of Representatives in November, 1840,

However, ke remained fn touch with many of Georgia’s prominent

TWard ran aganst William Law, Wiliam 8. Fleming, Joseph Jarkson, James Bulioch, Joha Anderson,
Gaerge Hawison, and R.G, Guarand; lbid,

“Gabard. Georgia Biography. 1032,

*The Daily Georgian, 2. 2 Decernber 1833,

“Federal Census Aecords, Sixth Census 1840 Penulation of Seosgiz Chathram, 25, microfilm;
Chathari County, Georgla Sounthouse, Deeds gnd Tramagetions, County Record 2-V. 1.

“ Georga Jones 10 Gearge J. Kofiock, 14 September 1844, Georgia Hispercal Guariery, vol X004, oo
3, 231232,

“Moyerss, Snfidran ot Pride. 114

= Tha Rady Georgian, 2, 4 July 1840,

Hﬁd‘
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'mﬂcmtic teaders, whick incleded Elowell Cobb, Herschel V., Johnson,
ary R. Jacksen, ard John H. I;ampkira.”

John Eitiott Ward was one of the leading citizens in Savannah
uring the 1840°s.** Charlten and Ward was one of Savannah’s most
.ominﬂnt law firms, for they were krown o rarely lose a case’ In May
£1841, Ward wus chosen to be a deolegate from Chatham County to the State
; mocratic Convention in Milledgeville.” He decided to make a return to

Georgia House, but lost the Demoorstic nomination in Noverpber, 184}

B

Hin a very close race’® Meanwhile, Ward's partner became Mayor of

¥
‘Savannah.™

; During Charlton’s term as Mayor, Petor Massie, a citizea of Gilynn
g{fﬂumy, Georgia, left the city of Sawannah five thousand dollars for the
-education of poor children in the city.”” However, the executors of the
‘Magzie estate refused to pay the money. Thﬂ'l:Savamlah City Council did
not take aky direct action to obtain the money until Fanvary, 1845, when

they passed a resclution to require the payment of the amount to the

city.”™ On April 17, 1845, Ward and the newsest addition to  the Charlton

"~ *Gaban, Georclz Blogabhy. 1092,

B filef,

*1inthe case of State vs. Meakin, Warmi won zn acquittat for Captain Johin Meekin on the chare of
forgary. The Deily Geordian2, 80 January 1840, & the case of State va. Fretioriek Hendricks, Ward won
art indictment o Hendicks for bragkitg and enlering. Tha Haty Seorian, 2. 10 Febreary 1841,

* Lng Pady Gecmian, 2, B Aprit 1841, _

* Tine Daily Georgian, 2, 12 Movermber 1843, °

" Thornas Gambde, Jr. A History o the mmmwmmmam
{Savannah: Officiat Records, 1800), 228,

ot 3.
"2 Thid.
15



&nd Ward firm, George W, Owens, were appointed counsel for the city of

103

%avannah tr prosecute the claim.™ During the 'fapril tezm of the Superior
@mm of Glynn County, 2 decres was obtzifed in favor of Savaunsh,
@m&ctmg the executors of the Massie estate to pay over to the Mayor and
%ity Council the sum of five thousand dollars, plus interest.'* Ward and
S%wens had not only wor a major legal victory, but a victory for education
E?n Savannah, for the Massie School would become the corner stone of

Bavannah's free public school system '™

% Pruring the 18407z, John EHiott Ward was also active in the business
%mﬁmﬁiﬁy Besides making many Negro slave fransactions, Wad also
imght and soid several Iots of lamd in Savasnah™* In one partienlar
%aasacmm Ward scld seven Negro slaves 1o Mauhew Hall McAllister for
?hree thousand dollars; he also received z ot of land in Jasper Ward from
%vicAllistﬁr for one thousand ome hundred dollars.”™ Just one year later,
;;_Iannary_. 1844, Ward soid the Jasper Ward lot to John W. Anderson for five
?fimusand dollars."™ This shows Ward had 2z good business sease to go along
'@mh his strong character, 4

Ward’s reputation in Savannah was impéccable. He was considered

P& very agrecable gentlemat-exceedirigly companionable, ready to answer
%

[rra—

1K ]Bdi
(L] m_
i1 Iw
"™ Chatham Caunty, Georgiz Courthouse, Qupds and Transactiona, County Record 2.7, 548; 3-C, 5;
_QC,H}: 3-D,19;3-D, 282; 3-E, 343
* Chatham County, Beads, 3G, 161
" Chatham County, eeds 5-D, 15,
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?ﬁ satisfy™ all who came i him for advice.” Ward was “well read in the
éj’inﬂiplﬁs of law, and admisably informed az to the statuie law ang
%ntmct of count” in Georgie!'® He was considered one of the ablest lawyers
gnﬂ “best eguipped poblic men in the coustry”, as well as one of
Bavannah’s wealthiost citizens.™

Ward continued Bhis affiliation with the Chatham Artiliery, and, in

3, became the first Capmin of the Irish Jasper Gireens in Savasmab.’™

4
1

e also made several speeches in support of the Georgia Historical Society,
organization he helped found in 1839, for he was interested in insuriag
jhat the history of Georg}ta and Savamnah would be kept alive for future
:tnerations.m Despite the failure of his 1egislat'i:ve bid in 1841, John Elliot
ard remained active in politics, In 1845, Ward was again elected to the

4

Jeorgia House of Representatives.' He campaigned vigorousiy for his

ffiend and feliow Democrat Senator Matthew Hall McAllister in his bid to

3

ecome Governor of Georgia. Howewer, in the November, 1845 election,

W

McAllister lost to the Whig Party candidate, George W. Crawford.””® After

eTving a one year rerm, Ward returned o his iaw practice, which

‘i
%ﬁ:ﬂar Earlay, “John Elliott Ward, Mayor of Savannsh, 1853-1854", Cleomia Hitlorical Ouarterly,
WELIN, no 1, 68-77, ciiing C.G. Jones, Jt 1o C.C. Jones, 27 January 1854, in Jokes Papers Tutane
Jrivargity, Mew Otieans, 1.2,
1t ib{‘i
¢ ™ Savannah Mocning News, 1 December 1902.
L " Eatey Want Mayor 65,
;\ S i
" Gabard, Georgia Biography, 1032,
i,
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%pmandad & great deal of his ime''

. Dring the late 1840°s .arid earty 50°s, Savannah grew at a steady
ace.‘” Ward’s residence on 35 Liberiy Street was a place for Ward to
and spend time with Oiivia and the children.””® By 1850, Ward had a
ﬁine year old son mamed Wiliim, a ghree year "old son named Gordon, and
a- baby daughter named Olivia.'” Only Olivia, however, would reach
sduithﬁod, with the other two dying during the yellow fever epidemic of
fiﬁﬁti.‘” The thirty-five year old Ward was listed as having assets worth at
iivi'»ast six thousand doliars, a sather large amount for the time™

i In October, 1850, Ward attended a conventior in Milledgeville that
?&ebatnd how Georgia should respond to the admission of California to the
rUnfon as a free state.'™ The convention annosnced that it was in favor of
;acc;uiescing to ihe Icgiislation of Congress <and to ses whether the
%-Compmmisa (of 1830) made by Congress would be observed in good faith
?by all parties’™ But they also announced that if Congress undertook
g'-iegislation that was aggressive to the Somth’s rights in any wav, the people

‘of Georgia would resist, cven if it mcant dissolution of the Union.”* Ror

AHE !_bki .
' Kannath Coleman. Sejsum in Savannah (Savannah: Higtorle Savannzh Foundasion, ine., 1956,

1.
' Diregtory oiihe Citv of Savanneh for 1848, 35
"'* Federal Cermsus Retords mmmmmm 1613, microfim.
“hdeyers, Childran of Priga, 1714.
' Fgdaral Cansus, 1850-54, 1643,
12 Datity Moraity News (Savannah), 2, 24 Ovtober 1850, A
123 w
4324 m_
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FW&:’&, who was a leading Unionist ai the Convention, the dissolution of the

Union must be avoided, but not at the cost of rights he considered

3

- guaranteed by the United States’ Co-nstitution.™
x &

EE' In Agpril, 1B32, at 2 mesting =of the Cunsotitutiﬂnai Union Party at the

Exchange in Savannash, Ward was appointed ag a delegate once apain, This

nme it was a convention to selecsr delegates for the 1852 Democratic
E?Na;in-n:ﬂ Coavention in Baltimore, Marylasd.”™ The Union Democratic
gcanvent.inn in Milledgeville selected Ward as a delegate and declared its
spport for Franklin Pierce for President of the United States™ In
PBaktimore, Pierce would be nominatesd on the 49th ballot'™ Upon return to
Javannak, Governor Howeli Cobb maade an offer o Ward to make him a
United States’ Senator when John IwﬁacPhersnn,._ Berrien resigned from the
position, bit Ward, not willing to lesve his large law practice in Savannah,
dectined the invitation.'™

But Joha Elioft Ward would not stay out of polilics for long. On
August 11, 1853, the Chatham County Pemocratic Party leadership met at
Oglethorpe House 1o uaveil their candidates for the latest General
Assembly; the candidates were Jolin "W, Anderson for the Seénate, and Joha

E. Ward and George Paul Harrison for rhe Hoyse.”” In Ociober, Chatham

128 ib“ii
= Daiy MRuning News. 2, 3 April 12562,
¥ Raky Moming Naws, 2, 27 April 1852
= Dally Momites News, 2 10 August 1852
 Savaniah Muming Nows, 1+ Decamber 1802,
“ Dy BRarting News, 2, 12 August 1853,
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3. County for the third time chose Ward as its represemtative.” Upon
heﬁinning his term in Ngvemhef, Ward was overwheimingly elscted By his
peers to be Speaker of the House,'” Ward was an exceptional statesman,
, for he did more to “break down the powerfnl seciional prejudice that a

iong time existed among the wvp-conniry Georgians agaimst the people of

E the seacoast” then any other person.'™

His lozd of dotics increased an November 27, 1853, when he was

aominated by the Savannsh Democrams to man for Mayor of the city.** On
December 5. Ward won over seveaty mercent of the voie $o defeat Whig
Party challenger R. A. Lewis and Independent R. W. Pooler.”™ In fact, the
entire Democratic tickst was elected as Aldermen.'” Judge Edward G.
Wilson administered the oaith of office to Mayor Ward and 1he new

- Aldermen, making them the 64th City Council Administration.”™

Johs Ellioit Ward would serve = one year term at a salary of two

' thougand-five hundred doilars.®® During his term of office, Ward made

many improvements in the city, such as the completion of a new

T The voie fof Hepresenitatives was a5 follows: Joten £, Ward {dem ), 814; George P. Handson: [dem.},

© TS RO Pooler tind ), 601, Daly Mpming News. 3, 4 Octaber 1833,

t () Novemer 7, 1853, the Legisktiure voled on officers. The vote for Speaker of the House was
Johns £, Ward, 142, A, W Doutgaid, 28, Bleck, 2. Defy Wooning Mews, 2, & Movembor 1853,

i Avary, History of Geomls, 5.

' The Democralic Ticket lor Corinel: Mayor, John B Wand; Aldarman, lsaac Brgnner, Saloimon
Cohen, Morggomery Cumming, Dr Charles Ganaht, Ediwin E, Hertz, Alsxander R. Lawion, John N, Lewls,
Jehn Maliary, Dominick O'Byme, James P, Sorevan, Samuet Solomons, Rabert D. Walker Daity Mbining
Mews. 2. 28 November 1853

WS yward raceived 728 voles, Lewis recsived 328 voies, Pooter fecelved 22 DRy Morning Mews, 2, ©
Decpmner 1853,

Lt:] m‘

T oty Motning Mews, 3, 13 December 1853,

= Farfay, “Ward, Mayor, T,
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marred By a :iﬁa;iéﬁ' hurricane and the worst yellow fover epidemic
:af_rma.-h‘s Bistory.'

Probebly the biggest bright spot i Mayor Ward's term was 1t
- of former President Millard Filimore to the city in Apdl, 1884, «
ch 15, 1853, Savannsah had extended an invitation to Filimore w vi:
¢ity, an invitation which ke mccepted ' However, his actugl visit d
take place until a vear later, when he amived at the Central of Georg
raad  depot late in the afrernpon of April 21, 18347% Maw
¢ und 2 large crowd greeizd Fillmore o the city)™ After a thinty-o
salute, the Mayor welcomed the former President with words
se, for he stated that Sgvannah welcomes “vou within her Hmits, as (1
esentative of her people we welcome you (o her haspit#!itias, A
ome you to ooy homes and to our hearts.™" Rillmore's towr of the cil
d four days, durinig which he Xept up 3 busy schedule. Fillimo
¢ at the Pulaski House during his visit, On the secom day of his ton
isiied Bonaventurs. Cemetary. and on the third day he artendsd chure

times, first ar Christ Churela, then at Independent Presbyterian, an

Ibid.
Savarnaly, Ba., Minutes of the City Courc®, 15 March 1852, 14, inforstiim,
E. $terion Coulier "Pragifential Vishs v G sorgia Dudng Astebelium Times,” Gaomia Histodeal
by, vt 1Y, 10 &, 367,
Ladly Moming News. 1, 23 April 1854,
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finally at the Unitarian Charehi, ' On his last day in Savannabh, Filimore
followed z reception at the f'uiaski House with 2 sail aboard the Seminole
down the Savamnah River. After a large public ball that evening, Fillmore

teft for Charleston the next day, completing a successful Wip to Savapnah™
During Ward's tenure of office the city waterworks were finishe

and put into operation om March I, 1854, | A waterworks committe:

purchased land on Frapklis Square to set up 2 distributing reservoir am
bonds were directed issued to pay for the project. The tatal cost, cutside o

the mains apd land, came close to $122,000.“ On June 1, 1854, a

ordinance Wwas passed placing the waterworks under the care of a Board «

Comumissioners composed of two aidermen and three citizens, who wonl

provide “for the care and management” of the new system ™ They had th

power t0 make rules and regulations comcerning “the government of th

waterworks™ and had to make an ampsal report to the Mayor'™ On Jen

22, the council passed another orsiinance regolating rates and methods ¢

payment, with the rates being based on the cost of the property. Thoug

the water that came through the system was sometimes filihy, it remaine

in service watf 189727

Ancther change in Savannah Ward was responsible for was

™ Dajy Morming News, 2, 35 April 1854,
" Eariey, “Ward, Mayor™, 7. !
™ camble, Gity Goveramets, 216.
W g,
" Farley, “Ward, Mayor, 2%
T i,
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policy of more efficient strest cleaping of the city. On December 29, 1853,
the council passed an ardinance.whic.h changed the “manner of keeping the
streets  and  Ianes” cleam as well as creating the “duties of the
Superintendent of streets.”'™ The city would iake bids from various
:;illdividuals. The person awarded the centract had {o “executp a bonrd fo
E;he; city” the sum which would “exceed the amount of the bid.™™ The

ndividual selected to be Superintendent had to “fursish the necessary

'mses, carts and men” to keep Savanresh clean,  They were required to be
the job six days a week, with time off on Sundays and holidays.'” Along
ith the lepislation concerming street cleaning, Ward added a sugpgestion

fhat some streets in the downtown areaz be paved, which first occurred in

“Ward’s Puritan background canze to the forefront in a debate over
creation of 3 mew police force in June, 1854, Ward made a serious
mpt 1o régulate shopkeepers in the city and , for the Ffirst time, to
fforce the longstanding Sumday blue laws. These laws forbade whites o
k on the Sabbath and prohibited miest forms of recreation. Except for
icine, ice, and milk, no goods were to be sold.'™ To heip enforce these

policies, Ward imtreduced mounted patrelmen into the city's police

m%mm H. Hauiton, “Law and Qrder in Savannah, 1850-186(7, Georgia Historical Quanterly, vol
1, 13, :
23



E prinj::_iﬁli.:'s;.”’

;‘sinnig ' th'{)}m same limes, Ward and hiz administtarion moved to
the eutire law enforcement system jia Savannsh, establishing 2z new
force in June, 1854."%° An ordinance was cnacied to “pressrve the

k2]

of the city. If a white person disturbed the peace be was suhject fo

& one handred doliar fine of thirly days in jail, or ovenm both. IF a
ro, free oy slave, did the same thing, he faced the same penalties, bt
would alse face corporal punishmont.”™ Af the sdme time, Captain Joseph
an wus appointed as Chief of Folice’™ Savasnah’s new force had sz
tal budger of 53?,&0{? and was cetﬁpnaed';_ﬂf fifty wawxchmen, iwenty
sted men, a captain of the watch, two liewtenants, and Touws
ganis.' ™ Arrangements werg made with the Feoderal government to
porarily 2ccommodate the police at the Oglathorpe barmaeks ™

Tene, 1854 way also a busy month for other improvemicnts in
snak, On June !, an ordinance was passsd which et ayide lots 34 amnd
n Calhoun Ward for educatipnsl purposes, for on these lors was o be

- a “schoolhouse to be designated the Massie Common Scheoi, Ward's

Minutes f Counci, 1June 1654, 284
¥ i,
"Minotes of Cpunel, 22 June 1854, 270,
*Gerrble, Clty Governmend, 239,
i,
Banay, "Wald, Mayer, T2
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whu::h n@miﬁﬁié& }ames Buchanan - far. ?wside-ﬂt an'd Inhn

kmmige f@r vlcﬁ Presmm!. ’Wﬂ.td ot ﬂﬂly mada a stimng k&}?ﬁote
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Louita, temained in Teaty.'™

Ward had remained an ocutsider as Hie Southers states left the
taion. Alexander H. Stephens maintained that Ward’s presence in Georgia
in late 1860 and early 1861 “could have saved the state from seceding ™™
As Ward arrived in Sa{*annah from Europe, he met “2 train of cars
conveying the first comﬁany of Georgia iroops going on to Virginia”
Ward's Uniorism was overcome by Sobthern patriotism, for he made a
stirring speech io the woops.” Ward would use his influence fo procure
armns from Brimin and France for the Confederacy. In Burope, Ward vigited
his family, which had remained in Haly™

One oddity of Ward's Civil War experience was the fact that he
appeared on the face of a Confederates ten dollar Bili. Eves though he did
make an effort to buy arms for the Confederacy, he was still considered a
stasnch Unionist,”™ He alse stayed in touch with several Confederate
feaders, inciuding Benjamin H, Hill, whe he wrote in April 1863 about
Capigin George W. Aasderson. ™ |

After the Civil War, Ward was reunited with his family, after which
he moved to New York. Tn IR6H, Ward was reunited with hiz old law

pariner, Charles . Jones, Ward remained a senior partaer ia their 67 Wall

1BE ih_idq-

2 William Gabard, “The Conlederate Caresr of Jo hn Elliott Ward™, Geomia Misterca) Ouzntarly, woi LY,
2, 17
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™ Gapngia Historical Suciely Manustript Coligction, Hughes-Folsam Paters. cobl. fiy. 406, 4:68.

** Georgia Historicat Sootety Manusoript Collection, Georgs Wayne Atglorson PaDegs, coll. no.7.
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Sueet firm for several jre.ars,“’_ Ward and his family became prominent

i

‘members of New York's sociai life, with Ward becoming President of the

E;;nestigicms HMancock and English Club in 1880 In March, 1881, his son

Rl

A

]

 James was admitted to plead and practice in the courts of Georgia™

HRAA

After the death of his wife in 1890, Jobn Elliotkk Ward spems the Jast

e e I

years of his life in the seclusion of his New York law office. About five

:
s weeks before his death, _Ward came home to the Liberty Couaty he so
& dearly missed. He stayed at the homne of his nephew, WM Stevens, at
;Spi’ingf‘.‘iﬂid Piantation, He speni his last few -'days confired to bed, with
omany of his dearest relatives at hkis =ide. The day before his death, he
asked to be buried is 01d Midway Cermetary. On Noyember 29, 1902, Sohn
Littoty Ward died pescefully in his sleep, presumably of oid age. By that
time, his son James was a corporate lawyer in New York. His two
daaghters, Olivia and Louisa, resided in Elizabethtows, New Jersey. A
descendent of Ward’s, Mrs. Elizabeth Awmasen, stil tesides in Liberty
County, not far from Ward's bovhood home ™

In the obitvary that appearsd in the 3Javanuah Matniag News on
Deceryber 1, 1802, the paper paid tribmte 0 Ward, It quoted a speech he

gave to the Chatham Artillery on the octasion of #s one hundredth

anniversary:  “As the lengthening shadows of the declining sun warn him

T Copand, e0roia Bragraphy. 1033,
' Savanngh Morning News. 83, 9 Oclober 1880,
®* 2gvaonah Moming News. 3.2, B March 1881,
** Savanpah Maming News, 1 December 1302,
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%;;_mt the day is far spent, asd the meight at hand, and he refurns fo address
5-;.),0“1 whoin he addressed fifty years ago, all thiags seem changed, save in
i:hjs love for the city of Savammah, which time <an aever lessen, and his
:}ggp devolion 1o her psople, which distance can not change. The swongest
;feeiing which can snimate moan in later life is that which Haks him fo the
;acemes of Ris earlier years, o the home. of his youth, 10 the play-place of

his childhood ™
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