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ABSTRACT

Edward Jenkins arden was born November 19, 1813, in Bryan
County, Georgia. He was married to Sophia Maxwell Harden and had
seven children., While teaching at Chatham Academy, he studied
law and was licensed to practice in 1834. He became Judge of
the CitzﬂCpurf in 1845, From 1861-1865, he served as Judge of
the déﬁfederate District Court of Georgia. At the conclusion
of the war, he was appointed .Corporation Lawyer for the city of
Savannan, & position he retained until his death. In addition
to his professional duties, he was the author of the notakle

work, The Life of George . Trouv. e served as President of

thie Ceorgia istorical Society, President of the Doard of Trustees
of the Cglethorpe edical College and a ruling elder of First
Presbyterian Churchi. ¥e died at Indian Springs, Georgia, April

I
/

19, 187%. ' e was buried the following day at T,aurel CGrove
s - (&) v

Jemetery, sSavaniiaie



The Life of Edward Jenkins Harden

Edward Jenkins Harden was "a man of warm and sincere héart of
high integrity and personal honor, of tender affection and true
'friehdship, of generous impulses and freedom from harshness and as
a man of trained intellect, quickness of perception, large culture
Thus was Edward Harden eulogiized by his friend, Mr. Bogart.1 He
spent his life in service to others as aﬁ educator, lawyer, judge
and author.

Bdward J. larden came from a family of prominent and distingnished
citizens, dedicated to others and their country. His paternal
grandfather, Colonel William Harden (1742-1785) had a distinguished
career as a Revolutionary War Officer under General Francis Marion.
He»also served as a South Carolina State Senator.2 His maternal

grandfather, Colonel John Baker (died 1792) was a committee
_ member appointed by the Savannah Convention of July 20, 1774 to ;
prepare resolutions regarding the Boston Port Bill. He served in
the Provincial Congress of Georgia from 1775-1777. During the .
- Revolution, he commanded a regiment of Liberty County m’ilitié.3
Baker County was named in his honor:Z+

Edward's father, Thomas Hutsdn Harden, (1786-1821) was orphaned 
early in life. His father's former élave, Bess, brought him from |
South Carolina to Savannah to be raised by his uncle, Edward Harden.
Later, he mbved to Brjan County where he studied .law. He was

admitted to the Bar, but never practiced law.” Instead, he became

J

a planter at Bluff Plantation on the Medway River at Republican Hall.'



He was married to Matilda Amanda Baker'(1790-1862) and had six
&

childrene. At the time of Edward's birthon November 19, 1813, he
was serving as a Colonel on General lMcIntosh's staff d;ning the War
of 1812, Thomas Hutson died in the prime of life, at:fhévage»of 54,
| when EdwadeWas ohly seven years of age.9 He was bufied”at Tivoli
| Cemetery and later reinterred at the Presbyterian Cemtery at Bryan

10

Neck. ~  “After his death, NMatilda, a fine business woman, managed

-"the plantation and 58 negro slaves with great ability and kindness. |

\ . ‘ 2
Edward's early education was under a howme tutor.

Later,
he received wsuch of his education under the noted Furopean
eduCator; the ?everendAWilliam cWhir, D.D. at Sunbury’Academy.]3
located on ¥ing's ,‘Square]br Sunbury held a high and influential
position aﬁong schools in South Georgia. Reverend KéWhir was
assodiated with it during its most successful period. Fe required
scholarship{ study and discipline that was unusual for that time.
He demanaed'a‘great deal from his students. At Sunbury, Edward

studied Latin, Greek, English and higher m_a’ch.]5 Dr. McWhir laid -
la deep.foundation in Tdward's education. His favorite subject,
Latin, taught him an appreciation of beauty and value. Neither
the_struggles throughout his lifetime,nor his absorption in his
career, made him forget his early eduéation under Dr. McWhir, nor
his interest in classical studies.16

| This interest in education remained with him as a young man
when he traveled to Savannah. He accepted a teaching positiqn at
the Chatham Academy, one of Savannah's oldest schools.]7 ée
directed the Inferior (elementary) Department for Boys, undér the

supervision of Professor CGeorge White from 1831-1832. Iie taught

the fundarientals of the ”3-?'5"— reading, writing and arithmetic.
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lGrammar, Latin and Greek were also included in the curriculﬁm. tie

was responsible for the progress of 30-50 students.]8 Ore of his

students later remembered him as being one of his favorite teachers,

as '"his rule contrasted with others, he was all love and gentleness.“]g

After leaving Chatham Academy, he taught in Bryan and Glynn Counties.20
While teaching school, Edward began the study of law.21 His

brill;aatmmind was to bring him great success.22 Few surpassed him

in iegal knowledge and learning.23 As a lawyer, he was "earnest,

zealous, faithful, and stern in integrity.",aq In 1834, he opened

his first law office at the present site of the Custon House.25

He had the fortunate experience of becoming the junior partner in

the law firm of Jackson and Harden.26

Joseph W. Jackson was to
become a Congressman and Mayor of Savannah. 27 Under Jackson's
tutelage he was to become one of the ablest lawyers .in Savannah.

He then bgcame senior partner in the law firm of Harden and Lawton.
In 1837, Le was licensed to practice in Superior Court. He became
the judge of the Court Oyer and Terminer (City Court) of .Savannah
from November i845f0ctober.l94?.28 In the 1850's he became the.
senior partner of the law firm of Harden and Guerard.agx Their -
office was located at 175 Bay StreeF.BO After the war, he returned
to his law practice with S.Y. Levy.}1 Their office was lqcated at
99 (101) Bay Street. 52 Tpis law firm became the most prestigious
in Savannah and as proninent as any in Georgj.a.33 In January 1866,
he was elected City Attorney for Savannah, a position he retained
until his death.>* The code of Georgia in the middle to: late
nineteenth century was a testiment to his knowledge andféedication.

All the laws relating to the city of Savannah at that time were

written by h:'un.j5 In 1871, he submitted a revised city code and



fordinance that were adopted by the city commissioners.>® 1In his
:1aw practice, as in his teaching career, he showed a special ability
.and fairness in dealing with people. In March 1866, he was appointed
by the mayor to examine the testimony of Henry Tow in the shooting
death of Robert A, Clune. He refused to ask the justices to return

a bill for murder since he felt there was no evidence of malice.
~Instead, he asked only for‘a charge of manslaughter.37

"In the 1630's, during Edward's early years in Savannah, prosperity

" was returning. Savannahians were enjoying an improved cultural and
social life. Architects Jay, liorris and Cluskey had replaced wooden
tenements with elegant homes such as the Telfair [fansion. The

great achieveiient of the Davenport House led to Greek Reﬁival
buildings appearing all over the city. Imported crystal, china and
silver began to adorn the tables of riany homes as Savannali emergea

as a city pf gracious entertainment, riveling Charleston and Hew

34

ereans. Theatrical productions and concerts were performed.
_The actor, Tyrone Power, perforred in Savannan in 1&35.39 ilew
York productions which coula have toured Savannah during this tinme
'_includéd, "The agic Flute", with »r. lorn, !'r. Placide and :.rs.
Austin; "lurder at tine Roadside Inn“” starring ¥r. Hamblin and
irs. cCGlure; zna the ever popular ”The Last Days of Pompeii®
with .r. Jallack and irs. Sefton. Zdward would have had special
. interest in sosie of the Shakespearian plays in production at that
time, such as "Romeo and Juliet", "Otello'" and "Richard III".QO
In all likelihood he attended many of these events with his first
cousin, Sophia Helen !iaxwell. They had grown up together}in Bryan
County, he at Zluff Plantation and she at Belfast Planta{ion.h1

As they spent more and more time together .they began to fall in love.
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Sophia were married on lay 21, 1640, by Reverend

dward's former teacher.l"2 e was also theilr step~-
iigrandfather and regarded them as his owm grandchildren.43 Triey were

to have a happy merriage which sustainea thei tarough wany difficult
* years. After their wedding, they lived with Sophia's father in a
house located on the south-west corner of Bay and Vest Broad Streets.
~,There, Sophla gave birth to their first three children, Anna l:atilds,
Ellen S. and william. Later, they wvould be blessed witu four inure
 ;children, John llaxwell, Elizabeth Jane, Edward T. and kary E.°
“In 1645, a yeer after William vas born, they moved to FHuuber D,
Cassel ow, owned by :r. Helneian, a German immigrant frow resse-
Cassel. The residents in tihat section of town were some of Saveanen's
?_xost srouirent ond influential citizens, including: Israel i.. Tefft,
founder of the Georgie Eistorical Society; Dr. James Screven, planter
and mayor; villie. P. Zunter, banker; Judge John Ferrien and Juoge
vAllian %. Fledng, a LUnited States ,"'Senad;or.Lp6

The “ardens were fond and indulgent pareants who worked 6iligehtly

to instill in their children religious and educational values.
The children were raised in a strictly religious home. Edwara ant
Sophia becawe menbers of the rirst ?resbyterian Church in 1645,
fwo years later, Zdward was elected, ordained and installed one
of 3 or L ruling elders, the highest honor in the church. Ilie was
eleéted clerk (secretary) of the Session. He also served as teacCher
and superintendent of the Sunday Schooll;*7 True Christianity controlled
his actions; Few men.outside the ministry had a greater knowledge
of the Bible or of theological issues.48 Sophia was algp active
in the church, becoming the first President of the Lad¥es Aid and

Kissionary Society, the Women's Auxiliary and the Women of the
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; éhurch in 186’7.49 They attended every Sunday and the children soon
gilearned that no excuse was accepted for absences. A family tradition
,iwas established on Sunday afternoon as Edward read the following
E_Sunday's lesson to the children. They were greatly pleased when
FJthey could answer his questions correctly.so
" In addition to their religious values, Edward was also cbncerned
| with‘gggwchildren's education. Since he received such an excellent
education, he desired the same for his own children. When William
was 5 years old, Edward considered it time for him to learn Latin
and Gréek. Hle began his studies at Chatham Academy under Miss
Flizabeth Church, neice of Isaiah Davenporte. Even though he
received a valuable education- at this schbol, he confessed that he
" learned more from his father than he did‘frém histeachers.51
Edward insisted his children use correct grammar and encouraged
them to ﬁead some of the best literature. Edward was a voracious
reaqaer of Snakespeare, Addison and Irving. He was a classical
scholar with a remarkable knowledge of Latin. His library was
filled with books such as The Aeneid and The Iliad, which he knew
as weli as Shakespeare.52 Although he read mostly classical works,
William remembered into his adulthogd his father laughing over
Judge A.B. Longstreet's, Georgia Sdénes.53
With such a special interest in education and literature, it

is not surprising that Edward turned his attention to writing. Ke

became the author of the notable work, The Life of George M. Troup.

He wrote the book at the request of friends, whose opinfons he
considered worthy, notably Thomas H. Foreman, to whom t@e book is
dedicated along with Dr. D.H.B. Troup. The book grew £0 greater

proportions than he at first realized. 1In the Preface, he admitted



that "little merit is claimed for the work beyond the labor of a
compilation. Governor Troup is generally permitted to speak for
nimself. Docuuents are interwoven within the body of the work and
they constitute its principal value.”5L+ The book was published in
1859 by E.J. Purse, Number 6 Uhitaker Street.”” Although the book
made a valuable contribution to the records of the South, it
receiyggflittle attention at the tine, since it was published during
sucia a critical period in ’xiistory.56 it comes as little surprise
that a book published in the South at this time would concern the
States Tights Governor who spoke more forcefully on tinis issue than
any other man of his time.57

In the years before the Civil War, Savannahians experienced
a sense of freedom and liberty, while their lawyers, including
Edward liarden, argued states rights.58 In 18%9, he was elected
Secretary ¢f the States Rights Party.. .At a Party meeting in March,
a Reductioh Cbnferenée was promoted aimed at reducing the number
of legislators in order to secure a more enlightened and impartial
‘legislature, They also nominated Joseph McPherson Berrien, and
J9seph'Jackson, Fdward's law partner for the upcowing elections.59
In Auguét 1850, at a meeting of Chatham County citizens, Edward was
elected a delegate to Qttend the liasé leeting on Southern Rights
in liacon. There, the delegates approved the resolutioms of the
Nashviile Convention, and recommended they be supported by the

60

citizens of Georgla. ~Tae resolutions included the right of
United States citizens to relocate to the territories w1tﬁ their
slaves. Acts of Congress to denationalize property were yn violation
of tne law. Territories should be divided between nortn/éna S0uth,

but Southerners were willing to make grave concessions regarding



U
_the iissouri Compromise Line. Slavery existed independently of the
- Constitution, first as property, second as domestic relations of

' labor unuer

('|\

tate law ana third as political power. In view of
tuese, tnéy peileved taat Congress had no power to create or destroy
slavery, nor to regulate or prohibit the slave trade between states.
‘Turtheruore, Congressional abolition of slavery had become an abuse
of tne rignt of pctition, and if continued coula lead to dangerous
€1

CONSEqUENCES,

Ine decades of the 1650's and 1860's were a very disturbing
FRC LI oy oy IR AT m; .y 8 » - U - 2 t o - = .
Lilme in Cavaniasr alstorye.e e yellow fever returned to Savannan
in 1854, striiting first on August 12, in Pashington Yarc near
Ste Julian anc Louston Streets. Cut of a population of 18,000,
nearly 12,000 evacuated the city. Those remaining were gravely ill.

7
The mortality rate climbed to 1040.92 Tae fever claiied the lives

o

of 10 doctors, 5 medical students and 3 ministers.®” Cne of the
first victins was Slize Jane Zarden, age 5, wno died August 27.

The family buriea little Zliza at her grandparents Telfast Plantation,
where the family remained until the epidemic ended in late autumn.6er

Puring the peeir of the epidemic on Septen iber 2, a hurricane flooded

[ =
the city drowning irany people.®” p

Savanna: »nulled itself ocut of sourning and returned to the
business of cotton and slavery, Ironically, Savannan, a city in
the dnly colony of the original thirteen to outlaw slavery, beca:e
the capital of the cotton kingdom with the invention of the cotton

.

in, and therefore a primary center of the slave trade. ' A Savannahian

oz

C.A.L. Lamar, brought the last load of slaves into the ﬁpited States

on the slaveshiy, "landerer, 50 years after the abolitﬁon of the
e 6
slave trades

Slavery had coue to involve life and orosperlty,



Csafety and security for Savannahians., ‘ehemlah Adas, a Congre-
cationeiist .dnister fron aszachugetts vwho cate to Sevanngh in
£alloiiedllsh d A

1654, reported to a friend tuat, “Southerners are hui.ane snd
reasonable, trying to make tihe best of a clumsy and anacuronistic
systeir of labor. & visitor to Savannaih is uiade to feel that good
ana kinG trestrent of slaves is the conuion 1aw.“67
. I%-1ig doubtful that all Savannahians treatec their slaves
this well, but the statement seems to have applied to the larcens,
Villiam remembered his father treating his slaves with great kincdness,
anl nis mother caring for the slaves when they were ill.68 According
to tine deew records, Zdward bought and sold a nuiber of slaves vefore

engncipation. e bougit four slaves, Joe, ratiua, Zinal, Ceily end

all future issue, from Thomas Zarden for :700.00 in’]652.°7 Four

years later, he sold a slave named ©oll, her daugnter, Cilvy and
her two %ﬁfaﬂt twins to Join Stoddard for 11200.00./° = pria
brougnt her slave, uiana, to aer marriaze. Sie becane part of

Zdwarc and sophia's marriaze settleuent. Ldwarc azreea to Le¢1hg is:

any rignts to Diana or any of her profits if the mearriagze did not

21 Lo
(

taxe place as planned.’’' They also owned c.atilda, a wonderful
cooks Edward allowed her to nosi a banguet for the i‘acedonien
Society of which she was a wmeimber.’ ile also served as the legal
guardian of Hannah Pray, a free woman of color_'.72

Pifferences between the Ilorth and South continued to worsen
during the 1850Ts. 1Ry 1860, most of Savannah's 13,875 whites
favored secession. After Lincoln's election on November &, wmore

-\f\

than 5,000 Zavannahisns met at Masonic Iall to support peﬂe881o".

r
AR

«aen South Carolina seceeded from the qnlon, Savannanidns celebrated,

Gn January 2, 1661, Zovernor Zrown decided to take Tort Sulasi to



prevent Union tropps from occupying it as they had Fort Sumter in

7k

Charleston. On January 3, the Savannah Volunteer Guards, the
‘Ogiethorpe Light Infantry and the Chatham Artillery, under fhe
command‘of Colonel A.R. Lawton took possession of Fort Pulaski
with little resistance.75 William Dearing Harden, Edward's
nephew, was one of three men who raised the Georgia flag over the
fort.zé"bh January 19, an ordinance of secession passed by a vote
of 208-89. Savannahians greeted this news with much enthusiasm
and celebrating.77 In March, the Géorgia Secession Convention,
meeting in Savannah, ratified the Constitution of the Confederate
States of America.78
The Civil War had come to Savannah. Seven Savannahians were
killed at the first battle in Manassas,'Virginia.79 The Civil Var
was to affect every family in the South; the Hardens were no
excep?ion} William became one of the original members of the
Savannah?Cadets, which was organized in the Spring of 1861. lle
was a signal corp member, serving as a telegraph operator and flag/
signaller.ao ndward had been accorded the rank of Colonel and
appointecd aid-de-camp in 1838.81 Early in 1861, he Jjoined the
Pulaski Guards, but was to serve fop,only a short tinme. 62 Cn
Februar& 9, 1861, he received a teiégraph from Governor Brown:
"Come here by train starting tonight to be sworn in as Judge of
the (U.S.) District Court. If you will acéept, answer now."
Edward replied: '"Your dispatch recieved. As immediate answer is
required, I decline your kind offer, but with many thank%." Two
days later he wrote to Governor Brown explaining that tﬁé salary
was inadequate.85 He was also expedting to receive a 6gmmission
6 command‘a regiment from President Davis. This apparently never

8L,

materialized,
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The first juage of the Confederate District Court of Ceorgie,
.fﬁenry Jackson, resigned éfter only a few weeks to enter the.army,

. The Bar of the state wasAgenerally united behind Judge Parden for
i'the positioo. This information was sent to Secretary of State,

4 Robert Toombs, With the request he present the appointing power.85

| Tdward was appointed Judge of the District Court on August 12, 1801,

" Accordifig to the article in The Daily lorning News, he was a

"sound jurist, liberal scholar, gentleman and true Southerner.

He possesse® all the requisites of character and attainment to fit
"him to fill the judgeship'with honor to hirmself and satisfaction
66

to his country.” For all his efforts as District Court Judge,

his annual salarj was only #3500.00, For this reason, he often
considered resigning.67 _
Juage narden served in both the Northern District in Marietta,
~which meafat the County Court House and the Southern District in
Savénnah; which met at the Customs House. Much of the business of
the Confederate Court had to do with the Sequestration Act. LEvery
country at war must have some method of reaching the property of
their enemies within their territory. However, civilized countries
wish to take care in this, just as Jhdge Harden did in guarding

: /
these rights. The case of "The Confederate States vs. Lawshe
and Putrell" tried by Judge Harden illustrated this point well.
'“he decision in this case was possibly his most carefully con51derea
and his best legal work.88 In his dec151on reasoned with much

t
knowledge and learning, Judge Harden said, in part:

«+sotwo obvious considerations, as applicable to the’
Atierican law would be presented: the first involving

the power of the €ongress to pass an Act of Sequestration...
It will be seen that Congress has not only power



to grant letters of meargue and remrisal, but elso to
make ruics concerning captures on lanG and on watereee
Yet the very effect 1t must heave in »rovoixing hostilities
s*oxs that tlie war malking power only has tne rlgdu to
uthorize the capture... Tor all the purposes of this

argv.cht, it might be adiiitted that judges and publicists
vere not entirely agreed as to whether this right of
cepture flows frow the law of nations, so called, or
wuet“er it appertains to that inherent political right
which every nation possesses for itself to declare its
OnpY: p01i03 in dealings with the rest of the worlde.. Hor
is it necessary to examine minutely the ground on which

- rests the moral jurisdiction of the Confederate States
in passing a Sequestration Act against the property of
the citizens of the United States in retaliation as the
Act says, for wrongs inflicted on our citizens by the
Government and people of the United States, and as a
departure from the usages of civilized warfare. Sitting
as an interpreter of the Confederate Act, I cannot say
its recitals are untrue; on the contrary, I am judicially
to notice that the whole system of warfare, practiced
against us by the Federal Government, is barbarious
and shocking to a degree for which modern history
exhibits no precedent. Against such a people anything
not absolutely immoral in itself is perfectly Jjustifiableese
The point now at hand is not whether a judgement of
Sequestration is or ought to be enforced but whether a
judgement of Sequestration will protect the garnishee
at the end of the war... In state of war, mistakes are
haué, or injustice is done to innocent parties, there
is consolation in reflecting that, not only is the
feith of the Toufederacy pledged to that true andé /
proper cdisposition of the sequestered fund but that its 89
honor is involved in seeing that injustice be correctedess

5
=
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=
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Cne of tihe more iuportant sequestration cases that was to have
long range consequences for Judge Harden and also demonstrated his
concern for justice was that of "Thé Confederate States of America
vse. James . Wayne” Justice Vayne did not resign hlS position
w1th ‘the United States Supreme Court when Georgja seceded from
the Union. His Savannah property was conviscated by the Confederate
Court since:he was cohsidered a foreign enemy. Judge Harden
jﬁdged fhe case in such a way that the property was ndiéptually

conwiscated, but was to be held by his son, General Henry C. Wayne,

Adjutant General of Georgia and Confederate sympathizer until the



end of the war.”” |
The Civil Var was devastating Savannah. By February, 1862,
Fort Pulaski was surrounded by Federal.Gunboats. During thé next
two months, both Union and Confederate troops fought to control
the fort. On April 10, Union troop finally triumphed as their
nodern cannon nearly destroyed the fort that General Robert FE.
Lee had -insisted was indestructible. The defeat of the Confederate
troops at Pulaski brought disaster to Savannah. Once blockaded,
Savannah quickly declined.: Scarcity and inflation wreaked havok
upon the city. During the next three years, Savannahians gradually
starved. Few Confederate troops remained -to defend the city;
its citizens realized they were being abandoned.91
General Sherman began his march across Georgia in the late
summer of 1664. By December, Union troops were stationed on the
outskirts of Savannah.92 The few remaining military authorities
decided‘to‘abandon the city so the city authorities could
. negotiate terizs with Sherman that would be advantageous to the /
people. -Once the leading citizens decided to surrender the city,
William ifarden helped in the evacuation. He was one of the last
military perscnnel to leave the ci?y. Judge Harden left Savannah
“with court officials shortly before the Confederate arny departed.
He had been notified by General lcLaws that he had only a few days
to gather the Court Records for removal to another city.93 After
the fall of Atlanta and Savannah, he held court in Macon and
'Augusta.94. ¥ihile holding Court in Augusta, his library was seized

g . o o5
by the Union troops. 77 ;
At thne close of the war, Judge Harden returned td Savannai

- wnere ne was arrested by military authorities. They were ready to
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genc nin to Zort “uluﬂ'l vhen a friend intervened to post veile

[
o
L3

A bond witi pood cecurity for the amount of *100,000 was deranded.

Enl

Trienus preparec tihe pond and the names wvere signed, but several
were refused tne opportunity because tnere was simply noc space
ieft for accéitiocual signatures. "hen the bond was presented to
the authorities, it represented ar rmount in excess of 2200,000.96
Cr--ay 29, 160/, President Johnson issued a Proclomation of
Annesty ané rardon to tae citizens of the Confederate States, but
the pardon excluded many groups of people including civil officers.
For this reasoi, Judge rarden could not be pardoned under the

proclosaticn. Ihe end of tne proclomation, however, provicec,

[

nthat specisl application uay be made to the President for pardon
by any suci person belonging to the excepted classes, and such
clewency will be iiterally extended as may be consistent witix tne

T T < - 3

o © LYY
facts of tﬁe case anG the peace and dignity of the United States.’ /

0

Suprene Lourt Justice, James :l. JaYIlE, of the seguestration tria
- N s R .a =3 > . .. . p )y /
interceded wit: Vasaington officials on behalf of unany ex=_onfederates.

Throush Justice ‘‘ayne's efforts Judge Harden was able to receive
o ?

After tne var, the haraens settled back into their routine
as before tone wer. Tuaegy resided teuporarily in a house on Congress

Q

Street before moving into a house at 72 Taylor Street.”

Xa

Juage
varden resumeG nis partnersailp with S.¥. Levy and returnec to tne
practice of law. In lovember 1866, he submitted the first motion
ade pefore Jjudge John Irskine who opeﬁed the First Circuit Court
of the United States fpr the District of Georgia since th%fbench
- wes vaceted in 103T. 199 1y July 1667, he argued a case for a

Crs. AJC. Cullern who was sulng the city for £2,000. .rs. Cullen



had been wallln; thmwup Yerket Street when she tripped over a hole,

fell and broke her hip. She was awarded the 32,000.]J]

In addition to his busy professional life, Judge Harden kept
active in social and community affairs, especially those involving
education. When Dr. Harvey Byrd founded the Oglethorpe Medical

College in 1855, he insisted that Judge liarden éccept the position

of President of the Board of Trustees. In presenting diplomas to
the first graduating class, he made a brief speech in Lat:Ln.102
ile delivered diplomas to the graduates again in 1859, 18660 and 1601.103
The College ceased functioning during the war.1 b After the war,
he was a member of the Board of Trustees at the Savannah Kedical
College from 18671872, 102

Judge Harden was also involved in the development of public
education in Savannah. 1In 1866,'the state legislature passed an
Enactmentfof‘Public Schools for Savannah. This act established a

permanent Board of Fducation. Judge Harden was a charter member

106 '

of the Board of Education. However, at the first meeting he -

resigned, supposediy over his personal disappointment at not being

elected President of the Board. He was succeeded by the Peverend
Alexander . wynn., 197 _ J
Among the institutions of higher education in Savannah, the

Georgia Eistorical Society has been an important influence in

108 Edward became a member of

‘literature and original research.
the Society, and in 1850, and again in 1852, was elected Treasurer.109

‘In 1866, he was elected Librarian. ' '© The follow1ng year he was
‘elected second Vice President.''! In 1868, The Soc1etylelected

12

him President, a position he kept until his death. The

Hiistorical Society flourished under his leadership. By 1869
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- membership increased to over 200, and volumes numbered over 7500,
. many of them rare books.”3 He made General Robert E. Lee an
» ﬁonorary member in 18‘70.”Llr In 1871, the Historical Society merged

with thé Savannali Library Assbciatj.on.”5 His most valuable
~ éontribution to the Society, however, was his production of the
volume written by Mr. Antony Barclay on "Wilde's Summer Rose'.
He ma@g;a»reproduétion of the volume to gratify a new generation
of féaders. fle wrote a Preface to the volume and it was dedicated
to him as President of the Society. With his taste and scholar-
' ship, the Society secured a volume to be treasured.116 In
addition to this volume, he translated into accurate and eloquent
English the sixty lines of the Latin Preface to Livy's Histor >
with his characteristic care and neatﬁess.”7 iie was also a
frequent contributor to various periodicals.118

Cn Hoyember 17, 1872, Judge liarden was attacked by a carbuncle

on his neck,-an extensive, deep seated, stubborn infection which
causes pain, fever and malaise. It is usually staphylococcal in /
nature, with possible leukocy’cosis.”9 As there were no antibiotics,
few sufgical procedures and microscopic analysis were rare, there
was little in the way of accurate diagnosis or treatment., He could
have possibly been in the final stagés of leukemia, or the infection
could have spread to his heart or kidneys. 2° He was confined to

his bed until riarche Upon rising, he discovered that he lacked

energy and his nervous system was shattereds Few of his friends

recognized him.la]

On April 12, he traveled to Ingian Springs,
Georgia in search of health., He died there one week late# on

~ April 19, 1873.122 4
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lis funeral was held on April 20 at the First Presbyterian Church
jin Saulaumah.]23 A few weeks earlier, he had requested that

124 "Lord, you have been our

Revérend D.H. Porter read "Psalm 90".
refuge from one generation to another... All our days have passed
away in your indignation; we'have spent our years like a sigh...
Teach us to number our days aright that we may gain wisdom of
heartess" And also from "I Corinthians 15": "...For since by a
man came death, by a man also comes resurrection of the dead...
For the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall rise incorruptible,
and we shall be changed... O death, where is thy victory? G deatu

=4
where is thy sting?..." 125

Reve. Porter then spoke a few woras

of comfort. Judge Harden wasAthen interred at Laurel Crove Ceumetery,
Lot 1261. A memorial plaque was erected by the members of the

First Presbyterian Cnurch in thanksgiving for Judge Harden's

service t? their church. It can still be seen at the present

. . o as . s 3 126
church building located on ‘ashington Avenue. 26

Tdward Jenkins Harden accomplished much during nis 59 years.
He left behind a widow, 5 children and many friends. Cn i'ay 4,
Rev.. Porter preached a memorial sermone. "e... the will of Goc,
tne law of God, was the rule by which he conducted his life anc
molded nis character, and tne glory of God was the notive wnici

prompted him to the service of his generation." 128
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Several questions regarding Edwara J. Larden resain unanswered.

The subject of his role in the formation 6f Savannaz Public Efcaools
receins a wystery, not only to myself, but also to the secrétary
of the present School Zoard and a former superintendent of schools
Furtier inguiries at the icnool Ecard ney provide some ansvers.

In the course of iy research, 1 iiave consulted thne VWill

00.12

in Chatham and Eutts Counties, but to no avail. It seems unlikely

tuat a lawyer would not leave a wille I could find

no eviaence

tirat he ownel properiy otier than sleves, which zlso seels
unliizely, but neay cxpleir the lacit of a2 will.
Sdward Heorcen's grandson noted tihat the family records-

letters, cdiarics ant ctuer osemoravilia were misplaced by

di D g [~} UJ &
relative several yesrs az0 ant nave yet to Le recoveredc. Tiids
loss in conjuanction with the fauily papers burnec during tie

2ivil Var nay prevent many guestions from ever being answered.

- Another source of information that needs to be consulted

is the Ceorgia ‘istorical Zociety (when it reopens). Two

otiuer sources of information include:

/
irs. Ricnard (Alice) Harden ! iiss Tomlinson
£5i2 Chenault Avenue 1890 Shadowlavm Street

Orlanqo,'FL 32809 Jacksonville, FL 3220%
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