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At the time of his death in 1835, John Waters was a sunccess-—
ful planter and landlord and perhaps one of the wealthiest men
in S5avannah. He owned beth a cotton plantation and a4 rice
plantation as well as numercus city tenements. He was a well-
respected citizen, serving numercus terms on the Grand Jury and
on the County Board of Heazalth, but more than once refused to bhe a
candidate for city alderman. Ifﬁpicallj, he seemed to possess a
curions lack of repard for legal and civic issues; in one well-
publicized case blatantly disreparding a c¢ity ordinance which ran
contrary to his interests. He married twice, survived both wives,
and was hinself survived by three daughters.

John Waters was born Jume 27, 1771, the son of Sinclair and
Tamer (Dates) Waters, His fsther was a tailor, opening a shop
with 2 Mr. Dean in Savannah in 1?69.1 He and John's grandfather,
John Dates, were Tories and in 1780 signed a petition to King
George pledging their allegiance to the Crown and thanking him
for sending troops to protect the colony and restore order‘z
Unfortunately, not much is known of Jehn's early life. His
obituary states that he was 2 native of Scotland, coming to this
country at the age of seven.3 This is net independently verified
and, at best, is qﬁestian&hle.

It is not known exactly when, but John married Elcy(or Alice}
Cropp, the daughter of a Skidaway Island planter and his wife,

John and Ssrah Cropp., The Cropps died in 1796 and 1803 respectively,
and it is probably through their deaths that their cotton plantation

tame to be in his hands. It is on the plantation that he and Elcy



buried their fourteen-month old gon, Thomas B. Waters, gn
Christmas Day, 1804. Four years later, on March 17, 1808,
Elcy, at the age of 26, died in childbirth at their beme on
Broughton Street. John had her body taken to the plantation
and buried mext to their sun.& Their graves nowv lie in a small
walled plet on the Oakridge golf course at the Lardings an Skidaway
Island. Seven years passed and John Waters married again, this
time to the widowed Sarah Tiot on November 30, 1815 in a cerenony
performed by the Reverend Kellock of Independent Preshyterian
Church of which Mr, Waters was a memher.5 It wag common in those
deys, especially for & widow with property on the brink of re—
marriage, to make a marriage settlement. Sarah Tiutfghis by
conveying to her step-son Charies Tiot, Jr., for the amount of
five dollars, her property in town and her slaves® Unfortunately,
four years later, two days before Christmas ne less, on December
23,1819, a separation sgreement was filed at the courthouse.
"Due to diverse disputes and unhappf differences that for several
months paatT:}isen" John and Sarah decided to live separately.?
This was termed a separation but 4t was tantamount to diverce
as each party agreed to have nothing further to do with the other.
Waters, for mll the respect and regard he would eventually
attsin ss5 a leading citizen, at times seemed to possess a curious
lack of repard for legal and civic issues. On at least three
occasions®, beginning as early as 1793, he appeared on published
liste of those persons failing to file tax returns on taxable
property. On one of those occesions he was notified that unless

the tax wes paid, a portion of hi= land would be sold in order to



satisfy the debt.8 On at least fouor different accasions he dis-
regarded jury summons. One of these so incurred the wrath of the
corener who had summoned Wa;ers a5 a juror on inquests, that he
published in the newspaper that unless an excuse, "if any be had",
was filed with the clerk of Superior Court within ten days a com-
plaint would be imsued against him.g In 1824 and 1829 his name
was put forth as a candidate for city alderman, but on both
gccasions he refused to be a candidate, having the local newspaper

print a statement to thsat effect.1ID

fle was sued in Superier Court
for failing{or refusing, it is not e¢lear which) to repay a note
in the amount of ene thousand dollars. The judpe found for the
plaintiffs but Waters wag required to pay only a teath of that
amount.ll In zpite of all of this, John Waters hecame a well-
respected citizen in Savannsh. Between 1810 and 1830 he served
seven terms of the Grang Jury, six of those terms in a period of
ten years. He was elected Fire Marshall of Liberty Ward in 1807
and for four straight years from 1822 through 1825, was named

tc the Board of Health reptesenting Liberty Ward. In 1807, he
was admitted into mewmbership of the Union Sovciety, an grganiza-
tion founded te support and educate orphaned huys.lz In 1825

he hecame a member of the St., Andrews Society, an organization
celebrating Scattish ancestral ties.13 The year before his

desth, he wes present at the founding of the Unlen and States

Rights Party of Chatham. After that initial meeting., he was among

B group entertained on board the ¢onstitutiun’which was in port,

and made a toast to the captain and te the United States.l4

Waters did not begin earning a living 23 a planter. He

was & shopkeeper in Savannah and in 1800 was one of a short list



of the only persons in town obtsininmg a "license to retail

spiritous liquours in the city of Savannah".ls

He began purchasing
property and renting retail and residential space. Tax dipests
reveal that he owned, in the city proper itself, properties
valued at $15,000. Outside of the city, he owned a cotton planta-
tion on Skidaway Island, which had grown to 330 acres by 1B32, a
rice plantation along the Savanpah River, and between 200 and 300
acres 1n McIntosh Cﬂunty.lﬁ Interestingly enough, the deed records
reveal he 2lso purchssed a fair amount of acreage ia Fair Lawn
Tract, located in west Savannah, approximately whare the Georpgia
Ports Authority is now located. This land is not found represented
in the tax recards and only a portion of it is recorded az heing
sold.l?

By !830, Warers pwned cver one hundred slaves, but this num-
ber fluctuated over the years and continued to do so with the

18

various purchases and mpales of slaves. There is some evidence

which exists that indicates he may have attempted to keep slave

families :-::ge‘cm;r.wt

The great majority of the slaves, aof
course, were divided between the two plantations. The cotton
plantaticn, which expanded by one hundred acres or so during the
time he owned it, must have been somewhat of a headache to him
for he appatrently could not get, or perhaps, keep, an overseer.
In the twenty-one years between 1811 and 1832, he advertised

nipe times for an overseer, the longest peripd pf rime between
"help wanted™ ads being seven years. 1In Oetober, 1832, he placed
the cotton plantation up for sale, offering "300 acres of prime

high and low land. . . with buildings sufficient for 30 negroes"

but as of 1835 the land was still his.Z0



Through e series of events beginning in 1825, John Waters
became embroiled im & legal battle with the city council over
the cultivation of rice eon his rice plantation. It is this
battle, which wound up in court, whichk would 2till Be referenced

by the Savannah Merning News over forty years after his death.

4s the state legislature met in Milledgeville, Georgia in

November, 1325, Waters requested a motion be placed on the table
which would give him permission to cultivate rice in the vicinity
of the city of Savannah, Certain resolutions of the Savannah Board
of Health relating to dry culture, were attached %o the mution.21
The following February, Waters petitioned the city council for
pertmission to put under wet culture fifteen to twenty acres on
his plantation for the cultivation of rice, maintaining that the
land could net be put under dry culture that year. The petition
was referred to the Dry Culture Com.mittee.22 One month later,
the committee made s report against granting Waters permissien
to put the land under wet culture and the city council adopted

its recommendation.23

The council ledged twenty warrants against
Waters and Fined kim up te 32,000 for growing rice im discbeyance

of a city ordinance.Zgl Waters filed suit againgt the city and the
caurt granted a stay of the ordered fine until the suit was resolved.
From the city's standpeint, the caese revolved arcund the question

of its power to enforce its ordinsnce which was based on the laws
rassed by the state legislature. In the meantime, Waters'

admittance of tides into his rice plantation had an adverse

effect on the fields of his neighbor and this was cited by the city

as an example of his bletant disregard for his fellow citizens and



his cppositicon to the law of the state and city. The case event-
vally went before Judge Wayne and the result was considered

unfavorable ta the city.25

Waters promised the land would be
in dry culture in the future in exchange for cowmpensarion.

In 1877, the city purchased this land which was described
as being three-guarters of a mile from Randolph Street, next te
and extending from the Atlantic and Gulf Railroad wharf, and
berdered on the east by a bluff and high land running from the
Cathplic Cemetery to the Savannah River. This property then
would have bordered on or iancluded Brewton Hill, Tt seems likely
that Waters Road wopuld have been named for this John Waters as
it would have originasted in what once had been Waters' Rice

Plantatian.25

John Waters died of bilicus fever on September 15{or 16),
1835 in his home st the corner of State and Barpard Streets.z?
He was apparently buried in Colomnial Cemetery and in 1859 his
family had his remeins transferred to Laurel Grove Cemetery where
he is interred in a brick vault.28
Waters was survived by three daughters, Fliza Waters, Jane
Bruen, snd Harriett Brysn. Jane Bruen married John Bruen March
21, 1823, was widowed three years later, and was still widowed
at the time of her father's death. Harriet Bryan married
Alexander Bryan Februsry 10, 1824 and they were wed for forty—three
years before his passing in 1867. She died in 1882 at the age of
B2 and both she and her hustand are buried in the Waters wvault
8t Laurel Grove Cemetery.zg Hia +third daughter, Eliza, never
marvied, living in the family home at 5tate and Barnard Streets
which her father had willed to her. Her reclusiveness was well

known in Savannah at the time and the story behind it conjures

up images of Dickens™ character, Miss Havisham, in Grezt Expectations.




It seems Eliza had once been engaged to be married but that her
father dizapproved and the engagement was broken.. That blow,
which devastated her, coupled with the death of her £ather and
that of her "intended" shortly thereafter, so affected her that
che closed herself off from societ¥y. Supposedly, she was never
geen on the streer again and ne window was ever seen vpen from |
1851 until her death in 1865. The Btory goes that when General
Sherman's troops occupied the city in 1864, they became curious
about the house that stood all shut up. When they entered the
house to see what secrets lay within the dust was reportedly so
thick they couwld hardly move and the window panes so stained one
cculd not see through them. In the house they found only the old
wopan attended by a few faithful servants.jﬂ Eliza died in 1865
at the ape of 70 and is buried alomp with her father and sister
at Laurel Grove CEmEtEIF.Sl

John Waters' obituary states he had placed himself in "easy
cireumstances™ .2 Although discussions of such mattera may have
been more genteel in his day, this is understating the case. He
was certainly quite wealthy by the standard oi the day. An audit
and valuation of hie estate completed shortly after hiz death and
an examination of tax records reveal his estate was worth over
$122.DDD.33 Transleting that into current valuation, he would be
g millicnaire several times over. The will file reflects that
the estate, by 1884, nearly fifty years after his death, was still
unsettled and had its third successive trustee.aﬁ

Unfortunately for us, there did net turn up in the research
eny pereonal papers of John Waters, such as a personal letter,
which would give ws a real insight, or even much of a clue, to hi=z

perzonalicy and character. The handwritten items that are

available for one to see are deeds, bills of sale, and like items.



It i8 my conclusion, based on the informatien co¢llected concerning,
professionally, the wet culture issue, and privately, his relation-
ghips with hiz second wife Sarah Tiot, and his dauvghter Eliza,

that he possessed a very strong personality, perhaps te the point

uf being domineerimg. Buch a personality might have served him

well in hig business dealings and, conversely, served him poorly

in his persconal relaticnships. Perhaps Mark Twain said it best

and most truthfully . . . "Bicographies are but the clothes and
buttons af the man - the bicgraphy of the wan himself canncot

he written."35
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EPILOGUE

Obviously, frem reading my notes, there are areas which
shooid be delved into and clarified further. Had I ancther
ten weeks with whieh to work, I would concentrate on three
things.

The question of whether John Waters really did come here
from Scotland at the age of seven is unanswered, There is no
evidence either way. I suspect I wowld begin my search this time
with John's grapdfather, John Qates, and ook for his arriwval
in the colonies 2 decade or two earlier.

T only started to look for descendants before running cut of
time. The logical place to start is with the Bryans. As there am
geveral A, Bryans in the 1858 City Directory, a copy of the wills
would be necessary to determine childrer's pames gnd sy forth,

Laztly, I would re-contact the University of North Canlina
concerning a manuscript collsction that is housed there in the
Wilson Library as part of the Southern Historical Manuscript
Collection. The Anderson Collection is number 1498 GA and has
approximately 850 items. I forwarded a letter to Dr.. Richard
Schrader, asking for a description of the items pertaining to John
Waters other than deeds and clerical details of the estate. 1
received no anszwer to this letrer. For anyone wishing to follow
up or pursve more information on John Wasters through this avenue
the address is as follows: ©Dr. Richard Schrader, Southern
Higtorical Manuscript Collection, Wilson Library, University of

NOrth Carelina, Box 3926, Chapel Hi11l, NC 27599. PH: (919)962-1345.
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