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Student Academic Conversations: Benefits, Tools, and Strategies

Students are often ready to receive knowledge from their instructor through traditional means;
lectures and presentations. This format provides little effort from the student to process and apply the
concepts being addressed. The implementation of peer conversations has been linked to positive student
outcomes (Resnick, Asterhan, Clarke, & Schantz, 2018). Possible benefits include an increased sense of
belonging (Masika & Jones, 2016), higher retention, increased participation, improved communication and
leadership skills, and exposure to diverse perspectives (Cornell University, 2021). Another benefit that
students receive from collaboration with peers is a high feeling of accomplishment (Skager et al, 2016).
The authentic peer interaction must be strategic and preplanned by the instructor for maximum benefits.
The implementation of the following tools and strategies promotes equal participation from all students
and the opportunity to share their thoughts, apply newly acquired knowledge, and pose questions.

The following instructional tools and strategies will be discussed and practiced by the participants
through an interactive presentation. Participants will reflect individually and with their peers on how to
implement academic conversation into their individual courses. Questions, comments, and concerns will
also be addressed.

Instructional Tools
1. Conversation Mats: Table markers that easily identify each person at a table via letter and a

number for easy identification of roles during conversations.
2. Digital Timers: Embedded timers in presentations.
3. Manipulatives: The use of card sorts, objects, etc can enrich student conversation.

Instructional Strategies
1. Embedded Questions: Pre-determined questions placed strategically within presentations to allow

students the opportunity to process and apply knowledge with peers.
2. Sentence Stems: Conversation starters that encourage students to participate.
3. Round Table: Using the conversation mats, allow every student the opportunity to share their

thoughts about a posed question or statement within an allotted amount of time.
References available upon request.
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Cleveland Presentation Description
This presentation will discuss the importance of communication skills and equal participation
from all students along with examining tools and strategies that promote its implementation.
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