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' / A Y  I  I - ' i E T  J C H h  M U I R  
S ...'f j ' 

A 3 F 1 e t c h e r  P a g e ,  1 ;  '  
, 7  V i o r d s  2 7 0  

i t e r  

In J a n u a r y  1906 m y  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r  a n d  1 w e r e  r e t u r n  -  j ^ -

i n E  E a s t  f r o m  a n  e x t e n d e d  t r i p  a n d  s t o p p e d  t o  s p e n d  a  f e w  d a y s ^ a t  ,  .  

A d a m a n a .  A r i z o n a  I n  o r d e r  t o  v i s i t  t h e  P e t r i !  l e d  F o r e s t .  A ^ m - n a  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  s m a l l  n o n d e s c r i p t  s t a t i o n  ,  a  c o a l  b u n k e r  a n d  w a  

t o w e r .  B a c k  f r o m  t h e  t r a c k s  s p r a w l e d  a  l a r g e  r a n c h  s t y l e  h o u s e  w h i c h -

i n c l u d e d  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  s t a f f  p l u 3  a  s p a c i o u s  

• d i n i n g  r o o m ,  t h a t  w o u l d  a c c o m o d a t e  a  h u n d r e d  o r  m o r e  p e o p l e ,  n e e d e d  

b e c a u s e  m o s t  o f  t h e  g u e s t s  w e r e  t o u r i s t s  w h o  s t o p p e d  o f f  j u s t  f o r  

t h e  d a y  w h i l e  o n  p e r s o n a l l y  c o n d u c t e d  t o u r s  a n d  o n l y  h a d  t h e i r  d i n -

n e r  t h e r e .  •  •  * •  ' •  v : -  ~  

V  M y  F a t h e r  h a d  a r r a n g e d  f o r  u s  t o  s t a y  s e v e r a l  d a y s  s o  w e  

c o u l d  r e a l l y  t a k e  o u r  t i m e  e x p l o r i n g  a l l  w e  c o u l d  f i n d  o f  i n t e r e s t .  

W p  f o u n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  c h a r m i n g  l i v i n g  r o o m  a n d  a e v o r a l  c o m f o r t a b l e  

b e d r o o m s '  -  e n o u g h  t o  c a r e  f o r  p o s s i b l y  a  d o z e n  p e o p l e  -  a l l  o f  w h i c h  
;  •  .  .  •  '  .  -  •  .  i  

o p e n e d  o n t o  t h e  l o n g  v e r a n d a  t h a t  e x t e n d e d  t h e  w h o l e  l e n g t h  o i  t h e  

b u i l d i n g . .  . . .  

A t  o u r  f i r s t  m e a l  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  t o u r i s t s  .  T h o s e  a s s e m b l e d  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  g u i d e s ,  p l u s  t w o  m a n l y  l o o k i n g  y o u n g  s e n , •  

.  w n o m  t h e  M a n a g e r  t o l d  u a  w o r e  "  H o b o e s  "  j u s t  pass ing t h r o u g h .  1  

w a s  a s t o n i s h e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  "  H o b o e s  "  w e r e  m e n  r i d i n g  t h e  f r e i g h t s  
I  . ,  .  ;  .  . 4  

o n  a  l o n g  j o u r n e y  g o i n g  W e s t  t o  n e w  a d v e n t u r e  , u s u a l l y  w i t h o u t  f u n d s .  

T h e  W o m a n .  M a n a g e r  s a i d  s h e  w a s  v e r y  g l a d  t o  i c e d  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y . ,  

/ w e r e  a l w a y s  w i l l i n g  t o  d o  s o m e  w o r k .  S h e  c e r t a i n l y  r e w a r d e d  t h e m  
' ' " • * • ' I't ' »t,; 

•  w i t h  a  d e l i c i o u s  a n d  h e a r t y  m e a l .  L a t e r ,  t h e y  w o u l d  t a k e  a n o t h e r  

f r e i g h t  o u t  a s  t h e  t r a i n s  o l  t h e  o a n t e  F e  a l w a y s  s t o p p e d  h e r e -  f o r  

w a t e r  a n d ,  c o a l .  

f 2.-«/7, ^ 
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'  : •  V  Al so  a t  t h e  t a b l e  was  a  ve ry  p l ea s ing  pe r s on  ,  t he  . p r e t t y ,  ••  

c ou r ageous - l oca l  s choo l  t e ache r  . She  e x p l a in e d  t ha t  she  w as  t i r ed . ,  

o r  c i t y  schoo lg  and  had  wr l t t en  t he  G ove rnm en t  i n  Wash ing ton^  a s k  -  J  • ^  

" i a S  i £  Oho  cou ld  "be  p l a ced  i n  a  sma l l  s choo l  i n  t he  we s t  r un  pe r -  ;  

h a ps  by  ' t h e  Gove rnmen t  i t s e l f .  She  sugge s t e d  pos s ib ly  a  s choo l  on  

t he  Ind i an  -Rese rva t i ons  bu t  t hey  had  t o l d  he r  t ha t  t h i s  v . . .  3  t h e  on  

Xy  Pos t  ava i l ab l e  a t  t he  t ime .  I t  was  su rp r i s i ng  t o  me  t o  l e a rn  t ha t  

t h e  Go v e rnmen t  s upp l i ed  a  t e ache r  i f  t he r e  we re  12  pup i l s  i n . a  sma l l  • '> ,  ^  

l o ca l i t y  . ' h e r e  W«  S t a t i on  Mas t e r  h a d  e l even  ch i l d r en  a r . d  t h e  t e l e -

'  g r ap h  ope ra to r  one  so  t he se  youngs t e r s  we re  en t i t l ed  t o  a  t e ache r .  

§  ' •  .  :  '  S ea t ed  be s i de  u s  was '  an  e l de r l y  m a n  an d  h i s  daugh t e r  .  He  . . . .  r  

was  t a l l ,  t h in  and  ru g g ed  appea r ing  i n  h i s  l a t e  s ix t i e s  ,  a nd  wor e  

a long' gray shaggy beard. His serious and scholarly countenance was g 
" |  l i gh t e ne d  by  a  g ay  tw ink l e  i n  h i s  eye  9  " wheneve r  he  smi l ed  .  I  t r i ed  gg_  

d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  p l a c e  h i r a ,  s u d d e n l y ,  w i t h o u t  a  d o u b t  ,  I  , m e w  i t  w a s  •  

" t j ho  ' i ambus  na tu r a l  l o t  v ' ohn  Mu i r .  T h a t  f i r s t  mee t i ng  u  l i v e ly  con ve r 

s a t i on  v / a s  bu i l t  a r ound  t he  de l ec t ab l e  baked  po t a toe s  wh ich  we re  .  •  

g ro w n  by  t h e  Mam e r .  My  f a t he r  ,  a  conno i s s eu r  f rom Wa te rv i l l e ,  

•M a ine  e x c l a i m e d  r e l u c t an t l y  t ha t  he  had  neve r  e a t en  any th ing  a t  a l l  , 

l i k e 1 ' t h em;  And  when  he  amp l i f i ed  t he  compl imen t  f u r t he r  by  s a y ing  /  

.  t h a t  i n  f o u r  t r a v e l s  t h r o u g h  I d a h o  -  h e  h a d  n o t  b e e n  a t  a l l  i m p r e s s e d  ;  

b y  t h a t ;  s t a t e . ' s  " p r i z e ,  ' s c u d s " !  T h a t  w a s  r e a l l y  s o m e t h i n g !  .  '  '  ;  

: i M; - p/e soon learned that this remarkable man was indeed doha 

Muir and that his daughter was l iving in a tent n e a r  t h e  ranch while , 

r e cove r ing  i r o m Tube rcu lo s i s .  -> •  

' ' M r .  X u i r  t o l d  u a  t h a t  h e  h a d '  b e e n  a s k e d  t o  m a k e  a  s j t u d y  

"of the ktrifled /orest for the Cosmopolitan Magazine and write up 

h i s  f i nd ings  f o r  a  a e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  f o r  t ha t  pub l i c a t i on ,  - e  found  
— 
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a  fascinated and attentive audience in us, and his daugnter enjoyed 

driving us skillfully about in a bu'ckboard with a stunning, pair of. 

swift horses. The vast plains over which we drove had a '  shallow h 

'dirty unpredictable stream which meandered all  about among the mesas, _ . . ' -"(#^4 

here today and gone to-morrow ,  leaving behind dangerous quicksands . • 7  

.which only the most experienced driver .could detect .  If you enter-

od the quicksands by _ some miscalculation ', the driver must make, a ' 
, • •• •*•*. • - + * . * i»• k- i| 

f  ast deccision whether to whip up the horse2>and try to galop to sol -  •. 
'  '>• y ' '  .y.::;• ' ' V 'l; |d '  

id ground or ' to turn back abruptly vrtiere you'wer6 sure of safe foot -
^ ' v \ , , v '  '  . . .  ,  .  • '  

ing ; ;  Mr.'  Kuir accompanied us and as the whole area was covered 'with :  ,  • 
•  i «  . . :  M y  •  •  . . .  •  •  '  .  » (  •  .  t  :  •  •  >. v rut'!-

Indian' relics ,  broken'pottery, unusual rock formations ,  etc .  '^lt. . '  /  ' iS 
iW'Vf1' " *• •5 * • •. •• -i • . ,/• ... •. ' , , , *, •'.-f *' 1 
was a memorable experience !  ' • ,W :  " . ."" '  '  ;  'p&il '• 

• Kulr described wl th much ire how when he. f irst arrived: lb; '  

'  Ad^marm''he'  • had found an enormous stone crusher set up along' 'with 1. 

a- railroad siding especially built  by some, enterprising 'business -1 V 

>man ,  y/hoj v/as planning to . crush the pertrifled wood to make a nev; y 

dbra'dlvei Needless to say this patriarch of Nature's forests was en- fe^-fgu 

;raged by. 'sych wanton destruction of one of'  the World's vast wonders! 1, '.y 

He had tried to..^ persuade . this man to give up the idea without'  sue •' 

cess so had then made a special trip to Wa shington, D. 0. where he i . .  | i ;S|Sr7 

v.'orked untiringly until he obtained the necessary papers to show 

conclusiveiy that the Petrified Forest 'of Arizona was to be made, lnr .' .• iy 

to a 'National '  Park .  Armed with these papers he hurried back to Arl— .'••• 'h- 'hV. •; 
' v . - ' , ' '  ; ^ ' 5  '  ' '  . •  ; •  ; >  . '  V - : •  i / -

.Zona.and'.had the authority to close down the crusher. While he ' waa ;tv:iV :/ 's• . • 

away another man had started a .similar project only in a^differenV'^'hi"^: 
• • i.| ' f ' ;• , „•" j > i / . • . , m ' :v.. '•''' •' "kiHSk" 

Thls man had. unloaded a stout cart and a couole of heavy work f '&tv 
i ; 'hh ;  :y v.. . ,  ;  ;  .  :"h,- ' : 'v '  

no^sGs and . was planning to haul the granite like logs on the cart : :  '  v . ' -  hlpih'  

. •• : He-i V ' v- V . v . ' . .; . . ^ •: " .V"fesfek 

. ;V . r.h zm&n 
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unde r s t and  

: i a3e  

f  j ,  Ku reo ,  and  

un  ,  moon ,  p l a ne t s  an d  na tu r a l  wonde r s  an  c l  o t he r s  i l l u s t r a t ed  the  

t o  t he  r a i l r oad  and  h en ce  t o  a  m i l l  t o  be  g r ound .  The  l ogs .  , and  p i ece s  

o f  p e t r i f i ed  wood  a r e  o f  t r emendous  we igh t  f o r  t he i r  s i z e  and  t he  

c a r t  so o n  co l l ap sed  a s  t hough  i t  had  b een  pu t  unde r  a  s t one  c ru she r  .  ;  

I t s e l f  ITho re  i t  s t i l l  l a i d  abou t  IOC ya rd s  f rom the  t r a cks .  The  man  

a nd .  ho r s e s  gone  i n  d i sgus t .  Joh n  Mui r  was  d e l i g h t ed  t ha t  Na tu r e  he r  -

se l f  had  t a ken  a  hand  I n  r i dd ing  t he  a r e a  o f  t h i s  menace .  

'V  H e  n e ve r  t i r e d  tel l insr  us  o f  h i s  d i s cove r i e s ,  and  exp l a in  -  '  ' • • }£ • • • •  
• r f - ;  ~  '  v -v  • . / •  • '  '  •  -  • • ' • 'V .  .  V - -  ;  r l f  
•  l -  . _ ,!• • . f.idrv' 
l ov i ng  ca r e  e a c h  t r ophy .  He  gave  u s  many  s am p le s  t o  he lp  u s  4W 

a s  • h e  d e s c r i b ed  " en thus i a s t i c a l l y  and  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  e a ch  '  i ,  • .  

p r oce s s  o r  spec imen . ' I , b e ing ,  a r t i s t i c a l l y  i nc l i ned  ,  was  pa r t i cu l a r -  -  ^ t e ;  

l y  c r i t h r a l l od  when  he  g av e  me  s amp le s  o f  po t t e ry  and  t hen  exp l a ined  i ;  

t h a t  t he  p a r l y  Ind i ans  l i ne d  t he i r  ba sxe t s  w i th  c l ay  t o  ho ld  w a t e r  w. ; . ' .  .  

and' as the baskets wore out they realized that the clay held together -•=, • 

w i t h o u t  t h e  b a s k e t  w e a v e .  T h i s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s a m p l e s  o f ' .  .  

pottery having a rough exterior showing the markings of the baskets, y'lip.k-,!.., feSy 

s  t he . . p l a in  mo lded  po t t e ry  a r i d  t hen  t he  u se  o f  
N'V ' '''• '' .'!•>! 

gna  I n  r ed  and  b l ack .  .  F i na l l y  ,  t he  po t t e ry  1  t s e l f  g , :  • ?  ; v :  - m  prv  

carr.3 in colors and was polished .' All of these types had washed down r 

f r om the ..sides of the mesas along with the petrified logs which were \ ' • ii.Pi.i' 

e l l -  bu r l ed '  abou t  t en  o r  f i f t e en  f e e t  f rom the  summi t .  

' w ' k j f ' ' i . ; y ; - - 1  '  . ' M a n y  ' o f  t h e  mesas  had  c l i f f s  a t  t he  ba se  wh ich  s eem t o  have  
V  '  1  i  x '  •  •  :  . . . . . .  .  ,  <  »  '  . /  . ' . v .  :  • * » » .  ,  -  i — Z  v 1 ' "  .  :  1  • > .=  :  V -  '  •  •  
b e e n  s p l i t  by  some  c a t ac ly sm o f  n a tu r e ,  The  open  su r f ace  w as  b l ack  

• l r i  .  c on t r a . s t  bo  t he  g r ay  ou t s i de  and  t he  I nd i ans  had  u t i l i z ed  t h i s  

b l ack  smoo th  po r t i on  upon  wh ich  t o  ca rve  t he i r  h i e rog lyph i c s  . '  K r . . \ ' ;  

.K u l r  . had  been  ve ry  busy  mak ing  a  s t udy  o f  t he  symbo l s  and  kep t  u s  en -  :  •  i | i i y  • . .  • 1  •  •  •  ,  r  v  i  '  '  '  M "i. . 

t r a nced  w i th  h i s  exp l ana t i ons  o f  how e ach ' f i gu re  mean t  a  pe r son  m a n ,  .  v /  
. . p i . . .  ;  •  g .  ,  .  .  .  '  - »  ;  ,  .  . v | ,Mg  

woma n ,  o r  ch i l d ;  how o the r s ,  mean t  ho r s e s  and  o the r  an im a l s ?  s t i l l  

[ , d ,  ' J t o r l oo  o f  even t s  a cco rd ing  t o  t ho l r  g roup ing .  They '  we r e  sha rp ly  
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v /a  knew  so  l i t t l e  I t  wa s  a we  I n sp i r i ng .  

impr in t ed  c l e a r ,  an d  expe r t l y  done  bu t  Kr .  Mu i r  had  no t  . y e t  a r  -

r i ved  a t  t h e  da t e  o f  e xe c u t i on .  ~ :  :  

/  He .  . l ed  u s  exc i t ed ly  t o  t he  t op  o f  one  me s a  w h l cn  was .  t h e  

o n ly  one  t ha t  cou ld  be  a s cended .  Th e re  he  had  a l r e ady  done  a  g r ea t  

dea l  o f  excava t i ng  and  had  unea r thed  a  l a rge  t r i ba l  o r  commun i ty  

house  t ne  t op  o f  wh ich  w a s  f l u sh  w i th  t he  g round  o f  t he  me sa .  I t  

had  a  v r lo rd  checke rboa rd  e f f ec t ,  cons t ruc t ed  w i th  pa r t i t i ons  o f  

3  he  w a s  work ing  a l one  he  had  on ly  dug  down  t o  t he  dep th  

t o  f i v e  f e e t .  Cf  cou r se  he  had  u s e d  u t mo s t  c a r e  In .  o rde r  n o t  

any  damag e  t o  any  r e l i c s  he .  m igh t  unea r th  I n  t he  f e w  d iv i s i ons  '  ;  .  ;  

e xcava t ed ,  u  ;  7? ' ; -  '  * . .  '  '  '  : V ;  77  : .  v ' : vn7  ' . ' S l a t e  

He decided that i t  v/a3 not a burial place as he had not • |^~rgu 
-  '  •  • >  •  1  •  '  i , ' ;  i i l h l i v - r h  

f ound  any  bones  up  t o  t ha t  t ime  .  We a l l  p i cked  up  p i ece s  o f  ' po t t e ry  '  . .  

and corn cobs and' ears of corn also petrified which was an In ti suing \p7i7v. i ilfta: 

d i s cove ry  a s  i t  made  u s  cons ide r  v / he t he r  t he  I nd i ans  had  l e f t  be fo r e  

the trees and other items became solidified and the thought had so 

In  h i s  s t udy  o f  t he  Fo re s t  so  c a l l ed  he  had  a t  t ha t  t ime  

c o m e  t o  t he  conc lu s io n '  t h a t  r . he  t r e e s  were  t r op i c a l  pa lms .  We  had  
v ' v : - : .  -  :  .  7 :  .  ' 7  .  &  i '  i ' '  :  •  f ,  > ^ 7 7 .  
t h o u gh t  because  o f  t h e i r  g r ea t  g i r t h  a nd  l eng th  t ha t  t hey  mus t  have  r_ -

b een  a  co n i f e rous  spec i e s  o f  f i r  o r  p in e ,  f l oa t ed  down  f rom the  no r th  

and  bu r l e d  i n '  t h e  amidn i  o f  t he  de se r t ,  v / o  n eve r  s aw  any  r oo t s  o r  7  • 7 ^7 ; v ;  

. b r anc he s  showing  t ha t  t hey  l i d  no t  g row  t he r e .  T he i r  po s i t i on  w as  

i n  sha r p ' con t  
.  / h  .  7  .  i -V ' f  

t r e e s - s t and .  

c on t r a s t  t o  t he  Pe t r i f i ed .  Fo re  a t  i n  Ye l l ows tone  w he  r e '  t h e  • : : : >  

i d .  ub r i ch t  , ' bu t  have  t he i r  t ops  b roken  o f f . '  • v  V ' . v - ' . ' ' - •  fwl f e  
•  •  .  u  . . .  v .  mM 

T l i *  _  .  x  .  f  r *  1  m  1  1  1 -  .  .  I >  _  M  M  *  - f  J  } ' • .  .  '  - m r -  : •  .  h  ' h  m Th i  s  c e t r i f a c t i on  h ad  been  t ax ing  p l ace  f o r  many  age ; s  , a s  
f-1  •  .  : •  T |  '  • '  *  1  .  .  l  i  .TV!- . ' ...? ! ' : _ 1 

t h e  t r e e s  v / e r e  b u r l e a  unde r  t on 3  o f  d i r t .  Gr adua l l y  t he  c l ay  and  

oahd  v / a9  be ing  wauhe i  away  and  t he se  immense  t r e a su re s  we r e  be ing ; '  •  *£ •%.  
t »  .  .  '  •  •  .  \  ~  • •  . '  .  .  .  '  (  , 7 .  



> / i c  v / o u l i  f l r Y  ' i t '  a n  a n t  h i l l .  T h e  s t o n e s  w e r e  b e a u t i f u l  a n d  s p a r k l e d  

b r i l l i a n t l y  I n  t h e  
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e x p o s e d  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  .  M r .  M u l r  f e l t  t h a t  c e r t a i n  

' c h e m i c a l  a  m a d e  t h e  b l u i s h  -  w h i t e  q u a r t z  c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d  o t h e r s  g a v e  

t h e  b r i l l i a n t  r e d s ,  y e l l o w s  a n d  b r o w n s .  C h i p s  o f  c a m e l l a n ,  o n y x ,  '  •  i h  j i p y  

a g a t e ,  a n d '  J a s p e r  w e r e  s t r e w n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  a r e a  i n  e x o t i c  e n d  i n t r i 

c a t e  p a t t e r n s  l i k e  a  k a l e i d o s c o p e  f a s h i o n e d  b y  G o d ' s  h a n d !  

.  ^  A l t h o u g h  J o h n  1 - I u i r  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  t o  A r i z o n a  t o  s t u d y  t h e  

P e t r i f i e d  F o r e s t  ,  I  s o o n  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  J o h n  > . u l r  s t o o d  

a n a r t  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r s  a n d  s h o w e d  h i s  e x a c t  n a t u r e  h e r e  a s  h e  h a d  

a l l  h i s  l i f e .  H e  w a s .  I n t e r e s t e d  I n  e v e r y t h i n g  a n d  w a s  s o o n  e n g r o s s e d  

i n  I n d i a n  l o r e  a n d  a l l  K a t u r e ' s  s e c  r e t s  t h a t  w e r e  u n f o l d i n g  b e f o r e  

h i m .  H e  l e d  u s  t o  v a r i o u s  l a r g e  a n t  h i l l s  w h e r e  t h e  a n t s  o n l y  u s e d  

b r i g h t  r e d  s t o n e s  o r  "  A r i z o n a  R u b i e s  "  a s -  t h e y  w e r e  c o l  l e d  s o  w h e r e v e r  . .  p  

w e  w o u l d  •  g l l m o s e  a  r e d  m o u n d . o r  t h e  m e s a  ,  o n  c l o s e r  i n  s p e c  u j . o n  :  

I  h a v e  o f t e n  w o n d e r e d  i f  h e  e v e r  w r o t e  u p  h i s  w o r k  i n  • • •  
.v4--.:• if • • . • •••*. ' ••• ?'= *. • 

A r i z o n a  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  n e v e r  b e e r -  a b l e  t o  l o c a t e  s u c h  a  b o o k .  I n .  ,  f j . .  '  
., irr;, K ;. iu... -t ;v ; • p ; .. •1 •' 5 -' '• w wg-'-
o h e  o f  o u r  l o n e  e v e n i n g s  a t  t h e  r a n c h  ,  h e  t o l d  m e  o f  h i s  g r e a t  d i s :  «  ' '  - f  f e f e i l  

a p p o i n t m e n t , i n  h i s  m e e t i n g -  w i t h .  R a l p h  W a l d o  E m e r s o n ,  y e a r s  b e f o r e  '  W .  » r  - j p g i  
:  ' . ' " i V  •  . h ' - - ' .  • '  7  "  '  • -  g i \ : : v  1  r Y p  
i n  t h e  Y o s e m i  t e  V e i l  e y . .  E m e r s o n  i n  h i s  e s s a y s  s e e m e d  t o  e x p r e s s  . s o  -

' -;vy-( , • - f. v - ' V-h ' g- .;••• • . .. f ;hf. gf./ V" fPYh 
b o h u t l f u i l y  a n d  e l  f ' e c t l v o l y  a l l .  t h e  t r u t h s  t h a t  J o h n  H u i r  f e l t  i n ;  , Y * ' V  1 ^ : ' : "  m 
h i s  h e a r t  a n d  h e  l o n g e d '  t o  s b q r e  t h o 1  g l o r i e s  o f  h i s  w o r l d  . i n  t h e  p a r t  

h w . e s t :  w l t h  E m e r s o n  s o  t h a t  E m e r s o n  w o u l d  b e  a b l e ^  t o  p h r a s e  ; m a g r . i f i  _ • .  | r ^ | |  

c Y n t l y  a ' - t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  w o n d r o u s  w o r l d  h e  l o v e d  s o  d e e p l y .  W h e n  . g  9  
•  s  C i ' . - . v . 1 "  :  ^  -  -  ,  .  . '  y - , a x •  •  y .  -  l i i b v P i '  

•  ' •  •  :  •  -  •  '  : ' i  :  '  , ,  

-  J o h n  K u i r  l e a r n e d  t b s  t  E m e r s o n  w a s  c o m i n g  a n d  t h e y  h a d  a r r a n g e s  t o  . r  j . . . ,  
- . • • • .  . ' . , • ,vj. -  1  ? Y > '  •  " J N V - . 1  •  *  •  r ,  »  f t, r  : .  1  .  Y : ' t  i'r-j^r-r 

-'-Vet. Y r ' j M u i p  m a d e ' a l l  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  a  c a m p i n g  t r i p  i n  t h e  ' ' S i e r r a s ,  -  .  

w i t h  t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  n u m .  M u l r  h o d  a l w a y s  c a r r i e d  E m e r s o n ' s  e s s a y  s  ; ' v  .  -

i n  n  t r e a s u r e d  s m a l l  v o l u m e  o n  m o s t  o f  h i s  t r a v e l s  a n d  h e  l o o k e d  *  
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' ' forward-' .with" great anticipation to being ho at to the author and, • .  

showing him all  the wonders that God had wrought. • ' ' '>'v .  ' V • 'y.cd' 

Kow.cver, he met Nr. Emerson on the Sunset Trail and sur -  •^ 

rounded by a party that sort only to protect him from any thing ,>• %,//i  

t iring oh fatiguing on the Journey. Muir said sadly that he v ; a? ..?jh.> 

shocked to learn that Emerson had never slept under ' the stars or i  

tramped, alone in the woods even in his youth. The visit  left him 

with a feeling of fruotation and loneliness so he quic;cly returned 

•to his friends of the forests and mountains and built  himself a 

cheerful fire .Here, he soon regained his perspective and ./was him 

celt again amidst his '  beloved trees, birds,animals ,  and flowers.^ 

• . '  '  We bated to leave'this man with his loving appreciation of V.1 .^ w» A' :  
//#; V'Vdid <. -.i ipd • /•' : v'-- J 

'Nature in the rough ,  his skill  and tenderness in handllrig;all-J 
/ '-/".  . /  • . /  .. .  • .*•/;•• '  1  ,  | !  "d> - :  

treasure a ,  combined with a remarkable power'  of description. I  will r  \  / T* 

miss his. vibrant ability to entrance me with the. unique facts as tie 

. ipre oer. tqd';  themand the.delight of sharing with him t he s e  few ex-

Nperieo'c.qV and the amaaihg' moaning a 'deduced from' them. ' .  "•"> V 

•. ;k • ' . j ' .V All too soon the dreaded day arrived ,  and as we were •leav-- (\ . . . ;^:;i^.^.:" 
•'"-,>1 * '/V'.'p. .j-y.''/ - - ; ;;; '• '/.'J i '• ..' '. • • -J}! ;; 

in g • 'Nr. '  Muir had" Just finished showing us another of his boxes of •. '  

Indian curios, which he had rescued . ,  Selecting'a particularly fine j, ,- '1  •< 4  

' a nGien t ; , ' po t t e ry .  v;ater pitcher of a. sandy gray  co lo r  w i th . a definite |  : 

brov;.n pattern of, .symmbtrlcalrec tangularidesign a . ,  tepees , :  and s.un.;. :/ .T;./ . ;  | i '  

•. burst" drawings tied together'  by long garlands of brown, in a very v; ••••v fedNl 
;UV: •• • ;; / „ • • i ',. /• / . ••.. jis'lip; 

'good state of preservation ,  he handed It  to me gently and eaid ,  " S 

' ' .• .You mav have this if you would, l ike it ' . '  I  was thrilled J and all  but//•,  '• V;- ;• '  >/ v :  /  „ f / ,  /  f ! : ; . ;  • .  3  
•.speechless but managed to stammer a few," I  hope, appropos; words of ; 
•W:.... i •/: j Jv i'',-
.thanks. However, our train was due and no time to wrap my treasure ' /• 1 '  , :  ip,, . '  

'properly so I  just took off my scarf and wrapped i t  around my beauti 

. ; .v• '  i-j- ' :  :  ' '" .u . • 
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::0;O% .  . f  $ .  .  f p  v / o r d? /"K. 
ful pitcher,  far from securely 9  and boarded .the train. 

' • y* •: '  -  • • r ; '  • ;  - '•  - 'p.  '* v.  '  J '  4  - ^  
Ail the Way to Boston and-home ,  In hotel stops ,  on the 

. . , "7„- - ^  • '  
Pullman a.-in the dining cars and in hacks I .  carried my gift  l ike ;  

'  "  \  
a baby I  held i t  tightly slept with It ' . . ' ,  and even ate vlth.lt /  
it :  h ; <•[ • ] .  f h-  • :  hpv  •;  ' 

I t  was hover checked ' ,  never out of my sight p and caused many a 
• Z < h . . u h / t i h ? / ; / : / - • /  i / v t . / : . , : ; ' . p  ^  ; v p ; ' '  / / :  / ; 7  

laugh and'-curious glance wherever I  went. I .ocne could e tven. guess-
*i w wfl.  '  h .*?/. :  '  W£- ,  ' \7-

what • -I  had wrapped so fi imslly in my scarf! 
f J . ;  1  • : p  '  • '  - -. • h  •: • '  h  p 'g  ' • ,-P :- /•  ; jp 

My care through the years has been truly rewarding as 
P ?  .  1 P p , '  '  -  '  ' •  P . '  P ' " '  P  1  •  "  •  •  -  ' " h i '  

tchn/Muir 's wonderful gift  Is at 111-'  In the family and ever our . ,  V- '  ' ' * '* ? '  '  / / .  p/" 1  
most prized possession ; .  p. .  <7 is  r .  ' '  '» 

Respectfully submitte 

Alice Cotton Fletcher 
• /-•  :  - h ' t / ' - '  . . /  • 
(Mrs. Richard D. Fletcher) 
Liberty's Nursing Homo, • 
39 Elm Street,  1  ;  ' •  .  h .  
Milford, New Hampshire •• 
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