University of the Pacific

Scholarly Commons

Reminiscences about John Muir John Muir Papers

July 2021

Reminiscence of John Muir by Fletcher, Alice Cotton, "Along the
Way | Met John Muir”

Alice Cotton Fletcher

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/muir-reminiscences

Recommended Citation

Fletcher, Alice Cotton, "Reminiscence of John Muir by Fletcher, Alice Cotton, "Along the Way | Met John
Muir" (2021). Reminiscences about John Muir. 12.
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/muir-reminiscences/12

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the John Muir Papers at Scholarly Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Reminiscences about John Muir by an authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons.
For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu.


https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/muir-reminiscences
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/muir
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/muir-reminiscences?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fmuir-reminiscences%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/muir-reminiscences/12?utm_source=scholarlycommons.pacific.edu%2Fmuir-reminiscences%2F12&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:mgibney@pacific.edu

e ndnetns e v ars oo bis erwh ettty Wbyl ab @ g st Sipgsasior Ioa §

ALONG TEZ wAY I MET. JOH g
. Lot e L

AJFletcher fage le “ais

7 Vordis 270 Sy

In Jaruary 1906 my father and mother and 1 were return = g, a

TS ~'. "

ing Zast from an extended trip and stonved to spend a_few days.at

ﬁdahnna.‘ArLzona in order to visit the Fetrified Forest. Adamana

s

e, Bl

‘ p
consistcd of a small nondescript station ,-a coal bunker and water

towcr. Back from the tracks sprawled a large ranch style hcuse walch

I

included living gquarters for the family_and staff plus a spaclous

bg r001, that would accomodate a hundred or more Dcoole needed

voc"L 1€ most of the zuestis were tourlsts who stozsp ped ofP juot for

ta: cay while orn personally conducted tours and only had their din-

ner L? re.

My Tather had arranged for us to stay several(days’sovwe

could recally take our time exploring all- we could f£ind of interest.

e

'ﬁq found thers was a charming llving room_éhq'aevorsl comfortable .
E::“ooan- gnovsh to care for possibly a dozen péople - all of whiéh
opened onto the long veranda that extended the whole length of thé '
bslldinga. .

At our first meal there were no tour.sts . Thoge assembled

family and guides, plus two manly looiiny young men,
) ]
]

anager to0ld us wore " Hloboes “. Just nassinn-through. 1
tished to leamm t at " Hoboes " were men rlhiuk tne freights
' At
Tlong Journey zoling Jnst to new adventur ,usually without fundis,

b |

‘Thc'woman Nanagcr suld ahe wag very glad to feed them because they,

>

Here alw waye willlieg to do some worx. 5he certalnly rewasrded them
L

MY

“with a icious aad uuurny meal. Later, they would taike anotner
A | i (i) ; g !
L\‘Llhb OUu as the trains ol the dante Fe always stopped here for

- S s e v oot

;ﬂwater and‘coal.;

132-47,3
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ﬂf-klso at the table was a‘ver\ leqsi"g :erson ;'tﬁe‘pretby,'
,coura§e§Q5'1ocal school teadher . bhc oxplalned that sue wgq t#ré§j “
'oi city echools ani nad written tne uovcrnment 1n 'aghinpton éﬁk'fg
ing if aha noull be plackd in a small school in the west, run.ner-'"f;#
haos by tue Government L;s“li.Abh sucgested “oss;bly a ,cnool on
'the Indian RcschJuiPng but they had told her tbat tkls w23 the on—:55:

1y Pgob qvaLlabl at the Lime." 1t vas surprising . uO me to 1earn that

the overnmont sucp11eﬂ a tequuer 11 uhEPG werc 12 pucils in a. °ﬂa11

10@&1 LY'; hura the Station Master haﬂ eleven hillren a"d the trlev“j.“

]

rrmun oucrator one gac these youn,stcrq vere entlt] to a teaﬂher.

H
,4"

wasltail thin and ruuaﬂi ac*ca"inﬁ in his late sixties_ ani wore

2 ’onq ra sha“v beari. His sericus and scthHrl covntenance was'
K|

‘li h c.ed by a zay .twinkle 1n his eyes wbcncver hc smlleﬂi. I tried

dusrcrttvly to vluce hlm, auiictly, thhout a doubt , I &new 1t was

t”u Iamduq nuturuLth Joln Muir. That first meutlng a llvely convcr-'

aqtion was built around ‘tre delectable que1 ootut.oe,n wﬁich wefe

¥y e

[5r9wn OJ th _manaﬁer My father ; a connolsseur Iron naterv*lle,“

aine exclaimcd relug anuly tnat he had never cqten an\t%in~ at all

'1ixe tnem. And when ne amplifiea the coma’iwcut iurther oy say*ng

that 1n-our uravv]s b;rou"b Ilnto = ho hnd nnL ‘heen at Q11 imsress d

Scate* beaside us was an Flderly man and his dau,hfer ;,Héii-ﬁﬁ

5

.bj that etdte JPiZP sou\q : That was really qgmetklnﬁ;, : _' e
learne 1 thnt thid reﬂarhablc mart was lﬂ*eed Tohm.

.Nuir aﬂd uhau his dausnter was 11v1nu 1n a tent near t”e ranch wh;Wef

‘rec overin. Lrom Tubcroulonlse i LR S S e R SRR

]

‘Mp, "Mulr told us that ne had been asked to make'a_§tuiy
Of the fatrif!ad sorest for the Cosmepolltan dagazine and write up’

his findinus for u gerles of articles for thats publication. ke found
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a iaccinatei and attentive auilence’in us, and his daun tcr enjoyed

drﬂvinp us sxillfully aoout 1n a buckboarJ with a stuvninL vair of
szift horses. The vast ylalns over wh*ch_we drove had a sballow';ﬁm

P

diPtJ uno"cdictuale atream w 1leh meanderad all about among the mesos,:_
2y M

hvre to ay. and gone to~morrow 3 leavinv behinj dangerous quicksands__

‘whinh onlj the most cxparienced driver could detect x If y u enter~g,[~“

3 =) €3

od the ouic&sqnds b/ some miscalculation ; the dcchr must make. al X

£ . i

fast dcoision wnether to wh*p up the horse&and try to gaIO“ to sol f 4

® 4 . "
]

id ground or to tura back abruotly where you ‘vere sure of safe ioot -_f

: \
= v 4 &

: inq'; mr._¢u¢r aobomﬁanied us anJ as the whole area was covered with ; )

]

Inﬁian rolins ; broxen potuerj, unugual ro x iormqtions ¥ etc . 1t
‘, |‘ 4 . 3 : .,.. B v'f'j" 3 vid 3 . 2
teda. mcmorable experlen 3 3, e .k*f;;u;.m

' }ﬁr. Mulr described wifr'muuk 1re'hom whcn hc fjrst arrivcd EHGE

)
W

'*t Aiqmana ‘he ‘had found an cnormous stone crucher set up alon ;vith

TR ! |A"

a ra¢1roai sidi a esoeojslly bU¢1t bj some entcrurjsins business  €*; )

) H 4 -y
.!;‘r [ g

WQa ; who was pldnnlﬂ« to crusw the nertritlei wood to make a new RN S

h i T e

' Dur alve Nuodlewa Lo Jj ubiq pqtr arch 01 haturo 9 toresta was en* p?

',1' -"'\" ;,‘ ' ] .

¥ "' 1e!
rrug d by uch wanuon jentruution oi one of’ the world E vast wondera.a{

i G oy

he h*d tried to oersunde this man - to give up the idea without suc -51'

AN .
i LY A b

o Fad tben made a soecial tr;o to Nashin?ton, D.u. where he-r}f;f»2=

i

'orA"d unti”inﬂly until he obtainod the nocessary paoerg to show  37$f,Li5

H..‘:-r (e Lt

concluslvely that the Petrifind Forest’ oi Arizoaa was to oe made 1$7j_Lflv

Lo a Natlonal ric Armcd with these paper be hurricd bﬁum Lo

Lk o™ “A

i -
~'1 "..

,7Jna aﬁd h d the authorltj to closc down the orushcr Uhlle pe waa

f. 4‘: \
L | ,‘_" " W v L

\ﬂy anothcr man had started a slmilar projeot only in a- difi@rent

.
.‘ \ ". " ‘{ % e

Iuis man hai, unloaded a stout cart and a COU“le of hequ vor&

'ég‘ d VJS plannlng to haul the granite 1llke 1025 on the cart
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to:the ll“oad and hence to a mill to be ground. The 1ogs aﬂd pieces

of L@triiied wood are of trgmen ous w01th for tkclr s¢ze and the

o

cart Boon collaosod as though it had been put under a stone crusher

1thlf Thnre 1t St tll lald about 1bO yards irom the trac&q. The man'
St !
and boraoq gone in disgust. John .uir was deltrhtci thaL Nature her -

"’i'» AR A
b B RS . ”_.

sclt hud ta fen a hand 1n rijdinv the ‘area ot this menace.;::;A

'Ijﬁ} he never tlred tcllinq us of A digcovcries, and exolain } "

1nv’mifh 1ov1n3 care eaoh trophy. he gave us many samoles to help us

urdcrstand ag: he deacribed cntkusiustlcally and realistically each

i
i3 .\.

nro”ess or sﬁecimrn. I boinb artistically 1nc11ned , Was par*iculﬁr-ziﬁ

“v.._'

ly onthrallod when he guvc ma sanplre ot pottury and then exolalned

thqt Vhe early In*ians l-ncd thGLr bﬂsxets with n1aJ to hold water fﬁﬁ",

Vi

cni as the basxets wo“e out tbev realized tha+ the clay held together’“-%

Witbout the oasKeL weave. This accountei for thc earliest sqm“les of
yOutery hav;ng a rourh exter¢oL showlng the markin,s oi the b smeus..jff

_Thr nc t phqsc was the. plaln molded co tcry a“d thcn the use of'.

i

fjnurto und dtuirnﬂ 1n roa and hlack. binully, the pottu:y ttself h?ﬁ'
“ma ln colora anl was pollshed { All of the,e typss had washod down

} "
‘Y

‘i“om tbe siqes of fhe mesas alonh uitn the petrifiei 10:8 wh*cn vere. f'

i

'"11 buried about ten or fifbeen Peet from t%c summ¢t..'

% g ¢ .n

'Manj ot the - mesxﬁ had cliffs at t}e base which seem to havevﬁ

tesid |
Wi
i

becn solit by aome Cau”Clme of naturc, The open surface was blac& 3%;

P it bl

-1n nontraat to the wray outeiie ani the Iniianq had ut1117cd this

! 'l ¥

;-blacx Sﬂodth portion u: on w ich to carvc their hierovlyphics - Lr. f;J':

bt

r’uir had beeu very busy maxlng a study oi the symbols ani xeut us en- ;?f 

L '

tvanccd wlth his EXP lﬂnutions of how each flgure meant . a Derson ,man
' \'l |
: Ly " X ; AT i

noman _or child how others, meant horses and other animals: stlll
.othnrs 111ustrnte1 the sun, moon, planets and natural wonders ari a

toid utoriam oi eventa according to theiv grouning. They were sharply
Lar¥n, 5 3 2
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‘1mprintcdl,né1ear, a(l €X: urtly Jonc but Nv Muir had not .yet ar -,
rived at the date of cxe01tlon. :
i }x led us oAcitcdly 1o tho top ot one mesa whicn was the %

xS '

onlj one that could be asce ndeﬂ. There he had alreqﬂy done a great

deal oi exc0vatinq anl had uncaftbed a large tribal or cummunlty'

house th e too of. whi oh was flush with the ground of the mesa. It
wlerd checkerboard eftent conatructed with partltiﬂns of
Atohc. As he wasg vorking alone ha hﬂd onlj duF down to the dc“th ;n_f et

et

ffour to iive Iect. Ci course he had used utmost care in o der nét"

"-do any damave to any relics hs mirrt uncnrth 1n the few divisionsiVbi

)

had excavated, st . A:

R
A

';:n{='  "'He declded that it was not a burial place as he ha“ not

founi any Loncs up to thaf time . We all Oickei up pieces of ootterj

_and corn CObo and eqrs oI corn aTSo petrifled wnlcb was an 1ntiguin3

-
4

giﬂcovccy as 1t made us vonsxder whethcr he Iniians hai 1eft boiore

:

tho trees and othcr i1temg bccxnc nolﬂdliioi and the thcu*ht huﬁ so

‘we knew 8o llttlc 1t was awc 1nepirl g n 

-~

In hjs study of' the lorest so callcd be hﬂd at tbat t*me
comp to the con"1n~ioﬁ'thqt the trees were trosical palmso he kad

uhouqht bccauﬁc of t%cir »rcqt erth and len?th tbﬂt they must have

bcen a conirerons scecieq of llr or pine, Iloated doun fro. tbe north

and burlri in the anumn QI Lha duﬂxvt _du nevur ot nny'vnots or

G vy . gt %

'tPuﬂPhCJ uhowjng thQu tPu/ 51d not »row nbnre F}oir pOJlbion wns

1n ‘sharp’ contraqt to t%e ‘etriiieu>bocest 1n lellowstone wbere the

trees-stan“.uprignt 8 but Lave their‘tops broxen off.

L ; i B b OREEL) N :
:Thls getrifaction had-been taxing place Ior many . qces as =

ST, L g g , ‘ ‘sl"., :

tre trees were burled under toms of dirt. Gradually the clay and .

pand was belne washea away and Lthese immeune treasures were belng «: ..o
n ‘ 4 d -~ : ) i .. Vi '-‘.

{71«?23
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ox vosed fcr tne future generations . Mp., Mulr felt that certain

'chcnlcals madc the bluish - whiite quartz conslstencv and others gave

tv brilliant reds, yellows anj bvowns. Ghias of carnelian,'onyx,

an Vb and jqooer were strewn all over tne aren in exotic 201 1ntr1~

caue patte”ﬂs lixe a kalcldos~o D€ fa h\ouel by God's Hand -.ﬂ;ﬂq;v
Alt“ou*h Jotn ‘uir had oeen sent to Arizona to etudy tbe

Petrifled ro“e g o uoon dl scovered tﬂat tbe twuc Jonn muir SEOOQ '

'aoart Irom all othv S ahd ahoxcl his e\aﬂt nnturc he"e a3 he had

)ioe &7y

all his 111&. He:wus 1nt rtqtcﬂ 1n evcrythinv and was soon enarosscd

:" ;
1n In”ian 1ore and a’l ‘Nature's secreto_tha*'were unfolding bciore,

him. Pc lel us to varicus 1d"?€ ant h1113 where the qnts crly used

hr?"d* rei SLCPGS or e Ar‘izonu Rubies " as. they wc“e ca’He'q uC vherever

wc'"ould Jlimosp a rcﬁ mound. on the mesa s on clo 3er 1nqpbc lon >3

uulu Jln] lt an unb uin. lhc atones were beautiful and sparkled.:f

St

i : A
¢ -

' "wn]ianuy 1:; tm sunlight,

jI have of ten wondarcd 1% hn ever wrotc ug his WUrf jn'
'&ﬁizohd because 1 have never been able to 1ocate suoh a book In

ran,h', he told me of ks grent dis: «.

ohe oI our 10n~;evenings as tre
./'“ Voo e .
Uycoi tmcnt Ln h‘s veéti“giwith Kalph Walio Emerson, years before

l +,

,1h hc Yoqrmlt Vbllcy mmurqon in tls esdnys seemed to G}t1ess so

bunutilully uxd QITLC 1vuly a’l the txuhhu Lhut dohn nulr ielt 1n

hiq heart and c 10ﬂ rd to shara tho "1or es of h*s world 1n th

AT .
9L with Eneraon so Lhat »WCPbOh vould oe able to phru m¢~11fi -

-( 3 .'l‘. ; » -.‘

.ccnuly a trlbutc to Lhis hOhd"OUB world hg lcved eo ﬂeenly. dhen SR

:uo“u_huir 1carne§ hs Emerson was comln and they had arran"ed to

4 7 v . t b

p -t.'ur.uul; mqiu &11 thu plqnu for a camping trlp in the Sierras

y..

wl th t.his wondum'ul man, Mulr rhad ulway c.-.u'x'ler'i Knerson's essays

1” a tPGﬂSUf i d Bwall yolume on most of’ his travels and he looked7'T 

' 3‘»-‘/‘73
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' forwari'wit grcqt antlciraulon to being host to the author end A

R

showing him all the wonders that Jod haj Wroug ht.

Povever he met Y. mcr)on on the oun,et Trall ari eur_
)' i

ronnﬂel by a onrty t,ab gort on‘v to protecf him 1“om any thing

uxring or,fntlguxng on the journey Mu;r gald sale ttat he was

“to'lea"n thot ﬂcrson had never elep@ Lndcr the star or

. l %

@ramccd alonc 21n the woods even in h 8 youtn. The Vislt 1eft bim'ﬁy"‘
witr a feolin# oi Iruatotion and 1oneliness 80 he qu¢o&lv rcturned )
to his friends ot the Iore ts and mountains and built himse’f a_ng

ch“(PfL1 fir ..Hére, hc soon rcgained hia persnective and was him-

BrTata

'f'g{air qM1qu his b lovc *rcca, birJo animals = and flowers.'{ff““

Ue hate to 1eave this mqn wit% hi 1ov1nc apcrec‘wtion of

Ay

nawrc m the Pouch mq ‘skill and t,endc.r'ncss 1n handl ing ali

13

Lrvuuurod'; COﬁblnﬁd w tn a r murkable Uower of Rescrintion. I w111

’lcs hjs viorant ab*llty to cntranco me witk the unioue facts as he

‘;_r : g &) : S

pP(CLIuCQ thcm ¥ and tbc delxwht 01 sharln" thh b;m these few ex- s

r ,‘

Pijlncon nni Lhu amao 1n1 mcaninun de 1Ub0] Irom 1hem.“
All too soon tuc drcaje aay arrivcd s and as we were 1eav~

1uct I‘anhed skowin" us anotbcr of bis boxes of

an cvr 05 which he had reacued ;'aelec ing'a particularly fine

?

. ancie t pottc”v wate" oitoher of' a gandy ray color with 45 dcfinitef'
-broun p ttrrn of symmttric %?ectaﬁ ular de isns ;-tepcesiz and sun_

bu‘nt uvnw nﬂd Lici uOr'thLP by IOHM Pllﬁhdd of" brown, 1n a vcry

¥ .,.- ; &

ulcus but nﬂagﬁ to stammer a iew I hO“G appropos;wor%a ofj-

thanks. HOWLVﬂr, our train was due and no timo to vrao my urcacure£ 

provcrly ao I Junt o0 otf my scnri and wrap Led 1t around ny buauti ~fw

|l L& TUA '
. o s - ~ g . »
3 Wi . g ' : 1 pten

1} . K
i
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' Al? the wqy to Boston an’ home ; 1n hctql stova , on the

i

rulliaﬂs,;; the u 1inc ‘cars an 1n nackr I caeried mj blft llkﬂ‘
a b:b]’. i hsld 1t Vivttl ;'alopt with 1», d even ate with lt

It was never checked , never OUu of my sicft ,‘ d cauch nany a f

i

wherevcx £ weut. Iocag could cch‘gucssf

x.  Cox

wﬁily in my f?ﬂ,’~7 , j,j‘fv"f_

thr oug% uhe y ars hag been truly rcwufding as
o r A £
m;i&cr;ul gifb 19 ﬂnill in tae fam¢1y and ever our

4 rips )

f?;

..Rosp0utfully submitte(iri %
g o /,c:m»a,«zwu

Alice otton bletﬂhor__l:;iiﬂ

"t

-

(Mrs, er'hard D. Fletcher) i
Liverty's Nursing Homo,'T;i'

30 Elm Streeb, v iH Saiak
‘Milford, New Hamps;ipﬂ

" 5 "' .‘" ‘
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