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On How to Create a Digital Exhibit
Matthew Chase, MASP, MLIS

PURPOSE OF EXHIBIT EXHIBITS INACTION — RECOMMENDED STEPS

USAHS LIBRARY DIGITAL EXHIBIT SERIES

An exhibit is a collection of items (e.g., Images, texts,
videos, etc.), centered on a specific focus or theme to
advance community discourse and engagement.

Step 1) Define a central theme to guide the focus of your
exhibit’s collection, discourses, and evidence-based
Information.

The exhibit is a work of scholarship and research, informed
by the scholarly literature.

Step 2) Curate the exhibit collection based on your
established criteria. Potential collections could derive from
historical and archive materials, items created by your
community, etc.

The exhibit should demonstrate in-depth research in the
texts, references, and interpretations provided.

Step 3) Develop metadata for each collection item (e.q., title,

Digitizin_g the exhibit instil!s e_n_during valu_e to the work, The University of St. Augustine for Health Sciences (USAHS) Library’s Digital Exhibit publication information, rights, etc.).
preserving the scholarly significance and impact of the

exhibit.

Series launched in June 2020, partly due to COVID-19 pandemic and campus closures. o o .
! . Partly P P Step 4) Preserve the exhibit. Store the exhibit work in the

The digital exhibit series started with two exhibits, adapted from the Library’s 2019 and ibrary website, institutional repository, Omeka site, etc.

Pl ANNI NG THE EXHIBIT 2020 on-campus exhibits: Theater of the Body exhibit and Cures and Curses exhibit. Step 5) Explore and cite the scholarly literature and

The exhibit series aims to advance the discourse and knowledge regarding the 3\_/1:fdencte-basecti |nfi?{rl;natlohr!;%ccmtextual|ze and inform
sociocultural Iimpact of medicine. The Theater of the Body exhibit addressed the history lrerent aspects ot the exiibit's theme.

of modern anatomy with a collection of Renaissance-era anatomical illustrations, while

. What is the th f £ th Hibit? the Cures and Curses exhibit discussed the history of U.S. pharmaceutical advertising Step 6) I_ncorpqrate interactive cc_)mponents to the eXh'b.'t'
atis the theme or focus of the exhibit: with a collection of 19t"- and 20t-century patent medicine trade cards. Install discussion forums, organize spaces for community to

 What are the criteria for identifying and selecting the create and contribute materials inspired by the exhibit, etc.
exhibit’s collection of items?

Questions to consider when developing an exhibit:

Digital exhibits preserved and accessible in the Library’s website. Collections in

* Where will the exhibit be stored digitally? exhibits derived public-domain materials, courtesy of U.S. National Library of Medicine. Stepi 72)Prom_ote the exhibit. ] |
. How will the exhibit be assessed? t rganlzedcg_mlmumty events such as receptions,
* Will there be an interactive component to the exhibit to Text in the exhibits are informed by and cited from the scholarly literature. ours, and dialogues.

« Share collection items on social media.

* Train faculty to use the exhibit as teaching and
learning tools in their courses.

* |nvite students to contribute to the exhibit.

Invite community participation?

All exhibits are licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

ENGAG | NG WITH EXHI B|TS Library staff promoted the exhibits with faculty development workshops, virtual tours, Step 8) Assess the exhibit with surveys. site visit counts,
and other documentable data.

community dialogue events, and social media posts.

Digital exhibits offer a variety of opportunities and spaces to Exhibits are assessed using Google Analytics and a standard ACRL Project Outcome REFERENCES
engage your communities: digital & special collection survey.

Search USA

eeeeeeeee i SOANGISA. SRR ¥ GMEY e o Ao | Chu, M. (2018). Out of context: Understanding student learning through museum studies. In The Library

1) Use the exhibit to foster critical discussions about

. : With A Lead Pipe.
relevant issues and topics. For example, faculty and Theater of the Body: A Renaissance of Human Anatomy | . . . . -
_ _ P _ p P y Frigo, E., Fisher, E., Schaub, G., % Cadena, C. (2017). Creating connections: How libraries can use exhibits
librarians can engage students with exhibits as | o | — Hctavallivseyionven Tabvia to welcome new students. In The Library With A Lead Pipe.
Theater of the Body: A Renaissance of Human Anatomy presents an in-depth exploration into the historical origins of modern anatomy. The exhibit consists of digital reproductions of anatomical illustrations from the
. . . . European Renaissance era, between the 14th and 17th centuries. The Renaissance witnessed a scientific revitalization in human anatomy, challenging traditional medical theories established more than a millenia prior.
C I aS S rO O m d I S C u S S I O n p ro m p tS ] I n p e r S O n an d O n I I n e n Discover the ancient roots of anatomical knowledge, the controversial applications of dissection, the significant contributions of Eastern anatomists, and the technological advancements in anatomical illustration SChIak, T (2018) Acad emIC ||brar|es and engag em ent A CrltICaI CO ntextu allzatlon Of the Ilbrary d ISCOU rse
This exhibit was curated and created by Matthew Chase, San Marcos Campus Librarian, and contributed by Sophia Shalabi, San Marcos Campus Library Circulation Manager. B O n en g ag em ent J O u rn a| Of Acad em | C L| b ran an S h | p 44(1) 133_139
2) EX h I b I tS C an S e rV e aS p ro m p tS fO r re-f I eCt I O n ) W r I t I n g ) art ) Ts icensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. o D | | | |
- - - 1543 . . . . . . . . . . . . .
an d p resentations amon 9 yo ur communities. Gallery Swanllck, S, Rankm, S &.Relnhart, M. (2015). C}uratmg exhibitions in academic .I|br§1r!e§. Practical steps.
most influential anatomical texts even put to print. The woodcut shows Vesalius's findings while dissecting a human body, particularly of note the PraCtICBJ ACad emIC lerarlanSh I p The |ntel’natIOna| JOU rnal Of the SLA Acad emIC DIVISIOﬂ, 5(2), 1'22
' Eaini hita?” Pr s : e e
3) Your community can create “mini-exhibits” or digital
- - - - - Fouracre, D. (2015). Making an exhibition of ourselves?: Libraries and exhibitions today. The Journal of
artifacts based on an existing exhibit or of their own ;{é" v @ Academic Librarianship, 41(4), 377-385.
Initiative. - Novara, E. A., & Novara, V. J. (2017). Exhibits as scholarship: Strategies for acceptance, documentation,
and evaluation in academic libraries. The American Archivist, 80(2), 355-372.
4) Digital exhibits can be used for mindfulness practices Ancient Anatomists Join the Conversation!
- - i B The medical advances and theories of ancient Greece would have a lasting influence on the fi D = ‘
(e.g., beholding activities). O s s | | -
and anatomists instead relied upon knowledge gained from minor surgeries. Dissection was frowned : Discussion Forum _ N
. upon for religious, moral, and cultural reasons. The first known ancient Greek physicians to perform 77 Join the conversation as we reflect on the social, cultural, and ethical development of
5) CO m m u n I ty m e m b erS an d S t u d e n tS C an WO r k tO g et h er to i‘,r'wst‘emattr;f:e:de‘adver'c :i?ssecf‘(ionz\.u"ere.He.roph Zs-[ai&szi.BCjand Era;istratus (c 304{, ZFSS BC) ' e 7 -L)-“mmum T e | ‘ O n t aC t m e at m C h aS e ! ! i ! u S a e d u
ey established a school of medicine in Alexandria, benefiting from their connections to ancient Greek |
- n royalty as they regularly received bodies of executed prisoners for gmen}'ﬂlc dxscox'.er;«.’Soon aﬁerlt‘heir’ : \b,:::: :l:o;lsg:\tzs,ie;;‘)eriences. resources, art, and conversations inspired by your "
create an exhibit. scortemet i s cheon ettt et et | | Rar—

|
knowledge instead. | h /
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