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At the turn of the 9" century, King of the Franks Charles the Great, gradually
expanded his reign to the lands in the western part of the Carpathian Basin, formerly
under the domain of the Avar Khaganate. Consequently, different ethnics groups and
their leaders living earlier under Avar rule started to turn up in written sources in the
9 century, when the changed political situation made possible to form their own
ethnic identity and political unit.!

Saint Emmeram of Regensburg wanted to baptize the Avars in the 8" century. The
author of the antiphon of St. Emmeram (9" century) already claimed that the saint
even reached the Carpathian Basin.? The Hagiography of Saint Emmeram noted that
the saint plannned the conversion of the Avar’s country (Avarorum regna), where
Avars (ad robustam gentem Avarorum, ad gentem Avarorum, cum Avaros, cum
Avaris) and Huns lived (inter Hunorum, gentes Hunorum).> However, there appears
a new name to denote the pagans in the text of the 9™ century. The source stated that
Saint Emmeram travelled to the towns of the Wandals (Wandalorum oppida), he went
to the country of Wandals (Waldalorum regno), where he met with the Huns (gentes
Hunorum). During the conversion, large groups of Wandals (Wandalorum caterva)
hurried to him. St. Emmeram told the Avars (4varis) that he was their bishop and
wanted to build a monastery on their land.*

Diesenberger believed that the author, through the example of St. Emmeram,
wanted to persuade his contemporaries to take part in the conversion of formerly Avar
subjects, who now came under Frankish rule in the Carpathian Basin.’ However,
while the names Avar and Hun of the pagan people are taken from the text recorded
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in the 8% century,® the ethnic name Wandal certainly reflected ethnic conditions of the
9t century.” The only question is what ethnic and political identity can be recon-
structed under the name Wandal.

For a long time, scholars believed that the name Wandal was ultimately a
contaminated form of the Slavic ethonym, Vend and that of the antique Vandals.
Therefore, the land of the Wandals (Waldalorum regno) was interpreted as a country
or state formation in the western part of the Carpathian Basin in which, although the
Avars were still present, the Slavs represented the majority of population. It was
believed that the Vandals who appeared in the Carpathian Basin or its neighborhood
were in fact Slavs, whom the contemporary authors thus tried to include — with a name
formally similar to the etnonym Vend — among the peoples of the ancient world.®

The Wandals of the Carpathian Basin were mentioned several occasions in sources
of the 89" centuries. It seems hard to decide whether they were Slavic group or
nomadic people.

The Annales Alemannici continuatio Murbacensis (Codex Turicensis, Codex
Modoetiensis) used the Wandal name — in addition to the Hun — instead of the Avar
enumerating the enemies of the Franks in the Carpathian Basin at the turn of the 8-
9t centuries.” No doubt, this name denoted an ethnic group of steppe-origin in the
Avar Khaganate and not a Slavic people.!® The same ethnic name was mentioned in
other sources.

The author of the Wessobruni glosses'! wrote that Pannonia is located south of the
Danube and is inhabited by Uuandals (Pannonia, sic nominatur illa terra meridig
Danobia. Et Uuandoli habent hoc.) in the first decades of the 9 century.'? Later the
author clarified that the wuuandal/uuandol were actually Huns and Schythians
(Uuandali huni. et citta. auh uuandoli). There is another list in the source: Sclauus et
auarus. huni et uuinida.'> The author simply swapped the names in this case. The
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sclauus is identical with the uuinida, while the auarus is with the huni.'* There is no
doubt that the names uuandal/uuandol referred to an ethnic group of steppe-origin and
not a Slavic group. This population certainly can be identified with one community of
the Avar Kaghanate, still living in large numbers in the western part of the Carpathian
Basin at the beginning of the 9™ century.

The East Frankish ruler Louis the German donated estates to the monastery of
Matsee on May 8, 860. This diploma includes the name Uuamgariorum marcha as
the name of a mountain in the description of the boundary of the estates. !®
Uuangariorum marcha was a smaller geographical point, such as the Sauariae vadum
(Gybngyds brook), Sprazam (Zobernbach brook) and Uuitinesberc (Viitom, Gilinser
Gebirge) mentioned together with it.!® The first element of the name Uuamgariorum
marcha can be related to the previously mentioned name Wandal (Waldalorum regno,
Uuandali, Uuandoli, caterva Wandalorum, etc.)."”

The first element, Uuangar- in the description of the boundary of the charter of
860 is a vernacular form, while Wandal reflects the influence of the antique ethnic
name Vandal in the antiphon of the St. Emmeram, in the Annales Alemannici
continuatio Murbacensis and in the Wessobruni glosses.'® If the Uuangar was
identical with Wandal, their habitat and ethnic identity must be determined.

According to the Wessobrun glosses, the Wandals lived east of Bavaria, south of
the Danube. The same is stated in the Annales Alamannici continuatio Murbacensis:
Charles the Great destroyed the territory of the Vuandals (in regionem vuandalorum)
in 791.'° This Frankish campaign touched upon the part of the Avar Khaganate south
of the Danube and west of the River Raba.?’ In other cases, the source repeatedly
referred as Vuandal to the people (or at least part of it) under the rule of the Tudun,
who held power in the western half of the Avar Khaganate. It was also recorded that
the Franks had conquered the Vuandal before the Avar Khagan surrendered. Then the
prince of Pannonia, the Tudun, visited the emperor in Aachen.?! The Annales Alaman-
nici continuatio Murbacensis also mentioned that Erik the dux of Friaul waged war —
no doubt on the western edge of the Carpathian Basin — against the Vandals and
subjugated them during the year 797.22 Under the year 798, the source reported a
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revolt of the Vandals, which certainly meant an uprising of the Tudun.?* In 796,
Pippin, son of Charles the Great, went to the territory of the Vuandals (in regionem
Vuandalorum), whose inhabitants they surrendered to him. This area was also largely
south of the Danube, in the western part of the Carpathian Basin.?* It is evident from
the biography of St. Emmeram that he intended to go along the Danube. It can be
rightly assumed based on this that the author of his antiphon also knew the residence
of the Wandals to be along the Danube, east of Bavaria.

There can be little doubt that the regionem Wandalorum against which Charles the
Great waged war in 791 was the same as the Wandalorum regno to which the Frankish
missionaries following the example of St. Emmeram had to go in the 9" century. In
the same way, the Wandals conquered by the Franks at the end of the 8" century were
the same people referred to as the Wandal by the antiphon of St. Emmeram.

Wandals are mentioned in the sources as inhabitants of the area east of the
Frankish Empire south of the Danube. The Wandals were certainly not Slavic people,
but some nomadic groups also named as Hun and Citta (Scythian) of the Avar
Khaganate. After several decades of the fall of the Avar Khaganate, the term Vandal
already meant Slavs (Vends)?® on several occasions which is completely irrelevant in
terms of interpretation of the sources from the 8"-9' centuries.

We cannot exclude the possibilty that the Wandals became the leading ethnicity
of the Avar Khaganate by the end of the 8" century,?® but much more obvious is the
assumption that the Wandals were one of the subjugated ethnic groups of the
Khaganate, whom the Avar Khagan entrusted with the protection of the western
frontier. There are many examples of a steppe empires deploying subjugated ethnic
groups to protect their borders. The most obvious such an example is the case of the
Danube Bulgarians, who deployed Slavic tribes to protect their borders against the
Byzantine Empire and the Avars after they had occupied the Balkans.?” Certainly, the
Avars did the same.?® When the Khaganate began to decline the leaders of these
people placed themselves under the rule of the Frankish Empire since there were no
Avars living along the borders of the Khaganate. It could have been a similar case
with the Slavic Timocans and Abodrites living on the southern edge of the Carpathian
Basin, even if just for a short time in the years 810-820, broke away from the
Bulgarian Principality and recognized the authority of the Frankish Empire.?’
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The Wandals, who lived in the Carpathian Basin in the 89" centuries were
associated with the Onogurs or Onogundurs from the empire of Kuvrat.’® Some of
their groups came under the rule of the Avar Khagan at different times over the
centuries.®!

The Annales regni Francorum also left a trace that people living on the western
borders of the Avar Khaganate were not primarily Avars. Theodorus Kapgan
(capcanus, princeps Hunorum,; capcanus christianus nomine Theodorus), one of the
princes of the Huns turned to Charles the Great with a request in 805. He could not
stay in his old residence with his people because of the hostile action of the Slavs, so
he asked the ruler to allow him to relocate between Savaria and Carnuntum.>?
Accordingly, this territory was ruled by the Frankish Empire at that time and was not
under the rule of the Avar Khagan. The emperor complied with the request, but the
Kapgan soon died. In the second half of the year 805, the Avar Khagan offered the
entire Avar Khaganate (fotius regni) to Charles the Great. By this he meant that he
would receive “the old dignity which the khagan used to have among the Huns”.3
When the emperor agreed to this, the Khagan was baptized and received the name
Abraham.** In reconstructing the events, some historians have been misled by the data
in Regino’s work, and in the works of authors who followed his textual tradition,
Theodorus’ title was not in the form Kapgan (capcanus) but in the form Khagan
(cacanus) and he was not the prince of the Huns (capcanus, princeps Hunorum), but
that of the Avars (Caganus princeps Avarorum).*® Those who considered Theodorus
as an Avar Khagan assumed that after his death, another Avar leader, Abraham
received the title Khagan and the people living between Savaria and Carnuntum from
Charles the Great. Thus, Theodorus and Abraham would have been the heads of an
Avar vassal state under Frankish rule in the western part of Transdanubia.’® Since the
title (name?) gapgan is known among the peoples of the Eurasian steppe,’” it is logical
presumption that the title capcanus was written in the erroneous form caganus by later
authors. Theodorus was a gapgan, who did not create an Avar Khaganate under
Frankish rule in the area between Savaria and Carnuntum. In turn, Abraham Khagan
obviously did not want to change his title gagan to a gapgan of lesser rank with the
permission of Charles the Great.

What does it mean that the Avar Khagan claimed for himself authority over the
entire Khaganate in 8057 How is it to be interpreted that the Khagan wants to gain the
dignity that the Khagans have long enjoyed over the Huns? Abraham Khagan could
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have gained power over the whole Avar Khaganate (fotius regni) if Charles the Great
had also placed the Huns under his rule (petens sibi honorem antiquum, quem caganus
apud Hunos habere solebat). But who were these Huns? The Annales regni
Francorum, unlike many other Latin sources, does not seem to use the Avar and Hun
ethnic names as synonyms. The ruling ethnic group of the Avar Khaganate and the
people under the rule of the Khagan were called Avar (782, 788, 791, 795, 796, 797,
799, 811, 822).38 The people of the Kapgan was called Hun only in that source and
they were threatened by the Slavs (805).> This nomadic group of the Avar Khaganate
lived in the western part of Transdanubia in the early 9™ century. A Hun group of
steppe origin also lived in the same area, who were in serious conflict with the Slavs
(811).%° The author of the same source noted that the people of the Kapgan (capcanus,
princeps Hunorum) moved to the Frankish territory in 805 with the permission of
Charles the Great, so the Khagan could no longer assert his supremacy over them. The
Tudun and one of his descendants also surrendered to the Franks (795-796, 803).
Thus, in 805, the populations of the western edge of the Khaganate were certainly
already outside the jurisdiction of the Khagan.

When Theodorus died, the Khagan wanted to regain his old supremacy over
Theodorus’s Huns and perhaps over the Tudun’s people. It is not the case that the
Avars had not had a Khagan from 795, and Abraham wanted to restore this title,*! but
the Avar Khagan no longer exercised supremacy over the Tudun’s people living in
Transdanubia and the Kapgan’s people called Hun living between Savaria and
Carnuntum. The Khagan wanted to regain his supremacy over these peoples in 805,
and thus he wanted to restore his rule over the entire Avar Khaganate (fotius regni)
with the permission of Charles the Great.*> These Huns, in turn, lived in whole or in
part in an area whose inhabitants are called Wandal/Uuangar in other Latin sources.
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