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In May 2020, the European Commission published the Farm to Fork

strategy as a key element of the European Green Deal (new EU

growth strategy for 2050).

Ambitious goals for organic – Farm to Fork
strategy

The current agriculture and food system is facing many challenges,

including soil degradation, biodiversity loss, climate change etc. The

strategy aims to make the food system healthy, fair and

environmentally friendly by 2030 and includes food production,

processing, consumption as well as waste prevention (European

Commission 2020).
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Its goal is to reduce the environmental footprint of the food

system while strengthening its resilience and ensuring food

security.  The focus is on the creation of a circular bio-based

economy that can act as a blueprint for a global transition towards a

more sustainable food system. The strategy sets ambitious targets

regarding agricultural production, e.g. to reach at least 25% of the

agricultural land managed under organic farming.

At the same time, organic agriculture can act as a driver to reach

other goals of the strategy – as synthetic pesticides are not

allowed in organic farming an increase of organic production can

support to reach the goal of a 50% reduction of chemical pesticides as

envisioned in the strategy. It is a well-established and clearly defined

farming system with a proven positive environmental performance

that can act as a role model for sustainable conventional farming.

Where do we stand now and where are we heading to?

The latest data for the European Union show that the organic

farmland has reached about 14.6 million hectares or a share

8.1%. This means that in the European Union  the organic area share

is far higher than in most countries of the world; globally 1.5 % of the

farmland is organic (or approximately 72.3 million hectares). However,

for the European Union to reach the 25% target, comprehensive

policy support for organic is needed across the EU, aiming to increase

the supply and demand for organic products.
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While Austria has already reached the 25% goal in 2019 (more than

26 % of the farmland was organic in that year), other Member States

are very close to it and will most likely have reached the goal by

2030, namely Estonia (22.3%) and Sweden (20.4%).

In total, there are ten Member States with an organic farmland

share of more than 10%. Table 1 gives an overview of the organic

farmland and retail sales and organic share of total by Member State

in 2019.

Table 1: Organic farmland and retail sales and organic share of

total by Member State in 2019
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Source: Eurostat and national data sources, compiled by FiBL

Organic training goes digital 

In order to achieve the necessary transformation of our food

system, capacity building activities for all organic operators need to

be fostered. One of the main barriers for the expansion of the

organic sector is insufficient information, knowledge and skills

of the actors involved. In order to maximize the growth of the

sector and to guarantee the long-term positive impact of organic

agriculture, knowledge and capacity building, as well as the

development of skills particularly focused on organic production are,

therefore, crucial.

Regarding the agricultural production, organic farming is a particularly

knowledge intensive framing systems and in order to reach the goals

of the Farm to Fork strategy especially farmers, those who convert but

also existing organic farmers, need to be adequately trained and given

access to specialised information, e.g. on organic vegetable

production. However, the since the Farm to Fork strategy focusing on

the food system, in order to achieve the ambitious objectives, all

actors along the value chain, including processors and

retailers, are potential target groups for training, education

and advisory work. Training initiatives targeting processors, for

instance, should get more attention in the future in order to ensure

processing methods that fit the purpose of organic products (Moschitz

et al. 2021).
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A way to reach the objectives of the Farm to Fork
strategy

Moreover, the past year with a global pandemic has highlighted the

need for digitally available training materials that can be accessed

remotely. This also allows to increase the outreach. An example of

such digital training materials it the ongoing Erasmus+ project

StartupBio. It tackles the above-mentioned issues by offering digital

training materials to newcomers to organic farming in four

Mediterranean countries. Addressed to new farmers as well as farmers

in conversion based in Spain, Italy, Portugal and Greece the

project developed e-learning courses (basic and advanced) on the

principles of organic production focusing on the specifics in the

Mediterranean. Therefore, we call the attention on the strong potential

that digital trainings have for supporting the transition of our food

system. We believe that the use of these technologies is the most

efficient pathway to address the knowledge gaps and support the

achievement of the Farm to Fork objectives and hence we call for its

support and further development.

Authors: Haller, Lisa (FiBL Europe); De Porras, Miguel (FiBL Europe);

Willer, Helga (FiBL Switzerland); Trávníček, Jan (FiBL Switzerland).

February 2021, BIOFACH eSPECIAL Bio Eco Actual Edition.
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