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Foreword

In the new millennium, multiculturalism has significantly declined as a 
policy and social aspiration. While multiculturalism has long been criti-
cized for connoting the mosaic like cohabitation of mutually exclusive 
cultures and communities, it has come under much stronger attack and 
critical scrutiny, particularly since September 11, 2001. Multiculturalism 
is alleged to be nation dividing, a detriment to national unity, and 
harmful to national security. Thus, the denunciation of multicultural-
ism has been accompanied by the intensification of national border 
controls and the reclaiming of national integration; this has resonated 
in a reactionary fashion, further amplifying people’s growing sense of 
anxiety and longing for a secure and peaceful community in which 
to live. However, the demise of multiculturalism has diminished nei-
ther the dynamics of national border crossings nor cultural diversity 
within national borders. The speed and scale of transnational mobility 
and interconnection have become even more intensified. Stuart Hall 
(2000) famously distinguished the “multicultural question” from mul-
ticulturalism, which refers to policy discussion on the management of 
immigration and cultural diversity. An imperative multicultural issue 
we need to engage with is “how people from different cultures, differ-
ent backgrounds, with different languages, different religious beliefs, 
produced by different and highly uneven histories, live together and 
attempt to build a common life while retaining something of their 
‘original identity’” (p. 210). The decline of multiculturalism necessitates 
that we develop better analytical tools and approaches that seriously 
tackle the multicultural question by involving a wider strata of people 
and institutions.

While multiculturalism has come under serious criticism in many 
Western societies, the management of emerging multicultural situa-
tions has come to be officially discussed in East Asian countries such 
as Japan, Korea, and Taiwan, though the term multiculturalism is not 
necessarily adopted. In these countries, in addition to long-existing 
racial and ethnic minorities, the rise in the last few decades of labor 
migration and transnational marriage, especially involving people from 
other parts of Asia, has considerably increased the number of foreign-
national residents, migrants, and “mixed race” youth. The multicultural 
question has become a key issue in the Asia-Pacific, though in contrast 
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Foreword ix

to Europe and the United States, the experiences of East Asian countries 
pose the intriguing question of how to engage the multicultural ques-
tion in a societies that have not addressed multiculturalism and related 
immigration policy through institutional development at the national 
level. However, while multiculturalism as policy and liberal political 
discourse in the Asian region has recently attracted academic attention, 
the multicultural question remains critically underexplored. 

Multiculturalism and Conflict Reconciliation in the Asia-Pacific is a sig-
nificant attempt to fill this lacuna. The innovativeness of this book 
lies in its argumentative structure. The first part presents theoretical 
and conceptual considerations of multiculturalism in a critical man-
ner. Three chapters in this part critically revisit liberal multicultur-
alism and the essentialist conception of culture in the Asia-Pacific 
context. The following part deals with issues pertaining to language 
and education in a multicultural society—some of the most highly 
contested issues in policy. The final part explores in an empirical 
manner various sociocultural issues that migrants encounter and 
negotiate in their moves to host countries. While these three parts 
appear to deal with diverse issues by using different disciplinary 
approaches, they are coherently structured according to the key prin-
ciple of the book: to examine theories, policies, and negotiations in 
pursuit of “interactive and communicative multiculturality,” which 
is constitutive of the formation of the public sphere. Centered on 
this analytical axis, interdisciplinary approaches to various issues 
discussed in these ten chapters are highly complementary with each 
other and effectively constitute the book as a coherent intellectual 
project. The book does not directly deal with issues surrounding 
identity, belonging, and conviviality. However, its key aim has a 
clear resonance with Hall’s argument regarding the multicultural 
question, and the book offers fresh theoretical and empirical insights 
into Hall’s question, derived from the sociohistorical context of the 
Asia-Pacific region. 

People will become more mobile across borders, and cultural diversity 
in the Asia-Pacific region will intensify in the years to come. This will 
exacerbate reactionary movements involving racism and xenophobia, 
which have already been on the rise in the region. How to advance 
dialogue between citizens across sociocultural divides will be a key issue 
for all stakeholders in multicultural societies. Toward this end, further 
interdisciplinary research is required that critically examines how peo-
ple live, negotiate, and interact with each other under the neoliberal 
configurations that administer people’s mobility and cultural diversity 
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within nations. Multicultural Negotiations in Migration, Language and 
Politics in Asia-Pacific shows us one such project to be followed. 

Koichi Iwabuchi 
Monash University

Reference

Hall, S. (2000). Conclusion: The multi-cultural question. In H. Barnor (Ed.), Un/
Settled multiculturalism: Diasporas, entanglements, transruptions (pp. 209–241). 
London: Zed Books.

Except where otherwise noted, this work is licensed under a 

Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License. To view 

a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/



xi

Acknowledgments

This book is the culmination of a three-year research program of the 
Afrasian Research Centre, Ryukoku University, Kyoto, funded by the 
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) 
grant “Project for Strategic Research Base Formation Support at Private 
Universities” during the years 2011–2013. The theme of the project is 
“Research into the Possibilities of Establishing Multicultural Societies 
in the Asia-Pacific Region: Conflict, Negotiation, and Migration.” Some 
of the chapters in this volume were initially published by the Centre in 
the form of working papers and research articles. Needless to say, all the 
chapters were substantially revised before this publication.

Completion of this volume would not have been possible without 
the devoted support of the Centre’s staff members. Thus the editors’ 
first thanks goes to the excellent support team of the Afrasian Research 
Centre, including Masako Otaki, postdoctoral fellow, and research assis-
tants, Shincha Park, Tomoko Matsui, Takumi Honda, and Tomomi Izawa. 
We also express our gratitude to Yasuhito Okumura, Kyoko Iguchi, and 
Chiaki Yokoe for their help in administrative issues. In addition, we 
would also like to thank all the scholars and researchers who supported 
our research activities in research meetings, workshops, and international 
symposia in these three years for their stimulating intellectual interven-
tions. In this context, we should specifically mention that we appreciate 
the personal and intellectual friendship with  Prof. Koichi Iwabuchi who 
kindly agreed to contribute the foreword to this volume.

We would like to thank anonymous reviewers for their suggestive and val-
uable comments. We should also mention the very valuable help provided 
by the Palgrave Macmillan publishing team, particularly Christina Brian 
and Ambra Finotello. They provided us with a very comfortable environ-
ment for the publication, and it was our great pleasure to work with them.

Finally, we would like to thank the founding director of the Centre, 
Nobuko Nagasaki, Professor Emeritus of Ryukoku University whose sincere 
approach to striving for the truth has been continuously stimulating our 
intellectual lives. Although we are in no way certain that this volume would 
satisfy her high standards and scholarly judgment, we would like to dedi-
cate this volume to her without question for her support and inspiration.

Kosuke Shimizu and William S. Bradley



xii

Notes on Contributors

William S. Bradley is Professor in the Faculty of Intercultural 
Communication, Ryukoku University, and his fields of specialization 
are education and anthropology. He is the co-editor of Education and 
the Risk Society (with S. Bialostok and R. L. Whitman, eds, 2012) and 
recently authored a working paper for the Afrasian Research Centre: 
Studies on Multicultural Societies Series (Vol. 19, 2013), “Is There a 
Post-Multiculturalism?”

Maria Reinaruth D. Carlos is Professor of the Faculty of Intercultural 
Communication and Vice-Director of the Afrasian Research Centre 
at Ryukoku University. Her major field of interest is international 
migration and/for/in economic development. Currently, she conducts 
research studies on the stepwise international migration of Filipino 
nurses, the impact of the 2008 Global Economic Crisis on foreign 
workers in Japan, and the role of international migrant remittances in 
Philippine economic development.

Julian Chapple is Associate Professor at Ryukoku University. His major 
fields of interest are language rights and citizenship and the role of 
linguists in international politics. Presently he is interested in language 
policy and its effects on citizens within a nation state. His major pub-
lications include: “Exclusive inclusion: Japan’s desire for, and difficulty 
with, diversity,” in R. Danisch (ed.), Citizens of the world: Pluralism, 
migration and practices of citizenship (2011), and “Gendai Nihon Shakai 
no tagentekikyouzon he no kanousei” (The Possibility of multicultural 
existence and Japanese society), in P. Kent et al. (eds), Gurobaruka, 
Chiiki, Bunka (2010).

Lee Gunderson is Professor and former Head of the Department of 
Language and Literacy Education at the University of British Columbia, 
where he teaches both undergraduate and graduate courses in second 
language reading, language acquisition, literacy acquisition, and teacher 
education. He received the David Russell Award for Research, the Killam 
Teaching Prize, and the Kingston Prize for contributions to the National 
Reading Conference. He has conducted long-term research that explores 
the achievement of immigrant students. His research formed the basis 
for a documentary film called “Planet Vancouver.”



Notes on Contributors xiii

Takumi Honda was Research Assistant of the Afrasian Research Centre 
at Ryukoku University. He is also a PhD candidate of the Graduate 
School of Intercultural Communication at Ryukoku University and 
currently working on his dissertation that analyzes the relationship 
between Japanese American concentration camps and national identity 
construction in the 1940s.

Rieko Karatani is currently Professor of International Relations, Kansai 
University, Osaka. She has been working on citizenship in the age of 
mobility, and migration and refugee policies in the UK and EU. Her 
English publications include Defining British citizenship: Empire, common-
wealth and modern Britain (2003), “How history separated refugee and 
migrant regimes: In search of their institutional origins,” International 
Journal of Refugee Law, 17(3), 2005, and “A ‘responsible’ EU, multina-
tional migration regime and the case of ASEM,” in H. Mayer & H. Vogt 
(eds), A responsible Europe? Ethical foundations of EU external affairs (2006).

Toshinobu Nagamine is Associate Professor of English teacher edu-
cation at Kumamoto University, where he teaches English phonet-
ics, research methodologies, and EFL teacher education courses. His 
research interests include foreign language education policy, language 
teacher cognition, and EFL teacher education and development. He 
has been a visiting scholar of the Afrasian Research Centre, Ryukoku 
University, and served as an editorial board member (a reviewer and an 
associate production editor) of the Asian EFL Journal.

Shincha Park is PhD student of Sociology at Binghamton University-
SUNY. He was affiliated with the Afrasian Research Centre, Ryukoku 
University (2011–2013) and is also a pre-doctoral fellow at the Academy 
of Korean Studies (2014).

Kosuke Shimizu is Professor of international relations and Director 
of the Afrasian Research Centre, Ryukoku University. He is currently 
working on critical theories, non-Western IRT, and philosophy of the 
Kyoto School. His recent English publications include “Nishida Kitaro 
and Japan’s interwar foreign policy: War involvement and cultural-
ist political discourse,” International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, 11(1), 
2011, and “Materialising the ‘Non-Western’: Two stories of Japanese 
philosophers on culture and politics in the inter-war period,” Cambridge 
Review of International Affairs, 2014 forthcoming.

Mitsunori Takakuwa is Professor at Meiji Gakuin University. Trained 
as an applied linguist, his scholarship focuses on bilingualism, bilingual 



xiv Notes on Contributors

education, and research methods. His current research interests focus on 
understanding the role of language education policy in language learn-
ing and teaching. His publications include “Lessons from a paradoxical 
hypothesis: A methodological critique of the threshold hypothesis,” 
J. Cohen et al. (eds), Proceedings of the 4th International Symposium on 
Bilingualism (2005) and “What’s wrong with the concept of cognitive 
development in studies of bilingualism?” (2000).


