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Department of International Studies, Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Doshisha Women’s College of Liberal Arts, Professor

Abstract

The present study described a first-year students’ intensive reading class using ICT to

examine their development of English skills. It employed three teaching principles: autonomous

learning, flipped learning, and the usage of reading materials whose topics include both liberal

arts and a specialized subject. Forty-seven female students in 2017 and thirty-five students in

2018 participated in the study. A course evaluation questionnaire was used to assess students’

evaluation of the class and the number of learning hours outside the classroom. A pre-test

and post-test were used to examine students’ development of English skills. The results

showed that their evaluation of the class was higher than that of other classes, and they

studied for longer periods than students in other reading classes. It was also found that

students in the slow learners group improved their reading and writing skills more than those

in the fast learners group.
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Rubrics

95 —10/5 An essay at this level largely

accomplishes all of the following:

W Effectively addresses the topic and
task

W s well organized and well developed,
using clearly appropriate explanations,
exemplifications and/or details

W Displays unity, progression and
coherence

B Displays consistent facility in the use
of language, demonstrating syntactic
variety, appropriate word choice and
idiomaticity, though it may have minor
lexical or grammatical errors
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7 55— 85 An essay at this level largely

accomplishes all of the following:

B Addresses the topic and task well,
though some points may not be fully
elaborated

B [s generally well organized and well
developed, using appropriate and
sufficient explanations, exemplifications
and/or details

W Displays unity, progression and
coherence, though it may contain
occasional redundancy, digression, or
unclear connections

W Displays facility in the use of
language, demonstrating syntactic
variety and range of vocabulary,
though it will probably have occasional
noticeable minor errors in structure,
word form or use of idiomatic language
that do not interfere with meaning

55— 65 An essay at this level is

marked by one or more of the following:

B Addresses the topic and task using
somewhat developed explanations,
exemplifications and/or details

W Displays unity, progression and
coherence, though connection of ideas
may be occasionally obscured

B May demonstrate inconsistent facility
in sentence formation and word choice
that may result in lack of clarity and
occasionally obscure meaning

W May display accurate but limited range
of syntactic structures and vocabulary

38— 4,5 An essay at this level may

reveal one or more of the following

weaknesses:

B Limited development in response to
the topic and task

W Inadequate organization or connection
of ideas

W Inappropriate or insufficient
exemplifications, explanations or details
to support or illustrate generalizations
in response to the task

B A noticeably inappropriate choice of
words or word forms

B An accumulation of errors in sentence

structure and/or usage

14— 2/ An essay at this level is

seriously flawed by one or more of the

following weaknesses:

W Serious disorganization or
underdevelopment

W Little or no detail, or irrelevant
specifics, or questionable responsiveness
to the task

W Serious and frequent errors in sentence
structure or usage

0 An essay at this level merely
copies words from the topic, rejects the
topic, or is otherwise not connected to
the topic, is written in a foreign
language, consists of keystroke
characters, or is blank.

CONTENT

75— 85 EXCELLENT TO VERY
GOOD: knowledgeable - substantive -
thorough development of thesis - relevant
to assigned topic

545—64 GOOD TO AVERAGE: some
knowledge of subject + adequate range -
limited development of thesis - mostly
relevant to topic, but lacks detail

35— 4,5 FAIR TO POOR: limited
knowledge of subject - little substance -
inadequate development of topic
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15—24 VERY POOR: does not show
knowledge of subject + non-substantive -
non pertinent + OR not enough to
evaluate

GRAMMAR

75— 88 EXCELLENT TO VERY
GOOD: effective complex constructions *
few errors of agreement, tense, number,
word order/function, article, pronouns,
prepositions

54—64 GOOD TO AVERAGE:
effective but simple constructions * minor
problems in complex constructions -
several errors of agreement, tense,

number, word order/function, article,
pronouns, prepositions but meaning
seldom obscured

35— 45 FAIR TO POOR: major
problems in simple/ complex
constructions - frequent errors of
negation, tense, number, word order/
function, article, pronouns, prepositions
and/ or fragments, run-ons, deletions -
meaning confused or obscured
1/4—24 VERY POOR: virtually no
mastery of sentence construction rules -
dominated by errors - does not
communicate - OR not enough to evaluate
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