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Steroid responsive meningitis-arteritis (SRMA) is an immune-mediated disease that causes inflammation of the meninges and
associated arteries in young dogs (6-18 months). It causes cervical hyperesthesia, pyrexia, neutrophilic pleocytosis and increased
protein concentration in the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF). Examination of CSF is the most important diagnostic tool. Any breed can develop
the disease; however, some breeds seem to be predisposed. The standard treatment is based on prednisone starting at 4 mg/kg/day
and gradually decreasing this dose until at least 6 months.
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CONCLUSIONS

®* A neurological exam is mean to be performed in juvenile dogs with lethargy, raised temperature and showing no response to

conventional treatment.

® Less invasive diagnostic techniques are needed.
®* SRMA has still many unknown aspects that require further research or improvements.
®* The majority of animals overcome the disease despite some of them may relapse.
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