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Transforming Lives through
Organ and Tissue Donation

The GiftThe Gift



It is my great pleasure to introduce this comic. Our project originated 
from an honest conversation with my friend and colleague Prof Chris 

Murray: how to communicate complex issues surrounding the issue of 
organ donation? Over the last ten years I have had the honour of being 
an ambassador for the organ and tissue donation campaign by telling my 
son, Andrew’s, story. 

Through my role as an organ and tissue donation ambassador I meet 
courageous and selfless people. Some are in desperate need of hope, 
some are in the position to provide hope, and those who, through their 
professionalism and dedication, transform lives. 

Our sincere thanks for the support of the following organisations: University of Dundee; the NHS Blood 
and Transplant Specialist Nurses in Organ Donation; Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service 
Tissue Donor Coordinators; Dundee Comics Creative Space; Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief, and 
the Organ Donation Comics team. It is only though their support that this project came to fruition.  

In the following pages we share heartfelt stories and life experiences related to organ and tissue 
donation.  By doing so we hope to bring awareness to a wider audience and prompt honest 
conversations about organ donation. 

Finally, I would like to thank my sons Andrew and Stuart for warming my heart. Through tears and 
laughter we present to you… The Gift.

Mayra Crowe - Senior Lecturer, Spanish Organiser, University of Dundee and International Projects 
Development Coordinator for The Scottish Centre For Comics Studies. 

The Gift, second edition September 2021, published by UniVerse, the University of Dundee, Perth Road, Dundee, Scotland, UK. 
Project coordinated by Laura Findlay. Production by Rebecca Horner and Damon Herd for Ink Pot Studio. All Rights Reserved. 

All work created for The Gift is © University of Dundee. No reprinting without the permission of the creators is permitted.
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Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief is an alliance of organisations and individuals working to 
raise public awareness of ways of dealing with death, dying and bereavement. The alliance 
aims to make Scotland a place where there is more openness about these issues so that 
people are better equipped to support each other through the difficult times that can come 
with loss.

The alliance is working towards a Scotland where:

•	 People are well-informed about the practical, legal, medical, financial and emotional 
issues associated with death, dying and bereavement;

•	 There are adequate opportunities for discussion of these issues, and it is normal to plan 
for the future;

•	 Public policies acknowledge and incorporate death and dying;
•	 Health and social care services support planning ahead and enable choice and control 

in care towards the end of life;
•	 Where communities and individuals are better equipped to help each other through 

the hard times which can come with death, dying and bereavement.

Some statistics to consider…

•	 74% of people have not discussed what their wishes would be if they did not have long 
to live.

•	 For 61% of these people, this is because they feel ‘too young’ to discuss death, or 
because death ‘feels a long way off’.

•	 79% of people don’t have any written plans for their end of life care, financial wishes or 
funeral plans.

•	 Only 35% of people have written a Will.

Any person or organisation interested in furthering the aims of Good Life, Good Death, Good 
Grief is welcome to join for free. Members are encouraged to develop activities that are in 
keeping with the aims of the alliance, and to find ways of undertaking and sustaining these 
initiatives. 

For more information please go to www.goodlifedeathgrief.org.uk

Good Life, Good Death, Good Grief: An Introduction
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Process Work

Front Cover - Ink by Norrie Millar Colour by Rebecca Horner

Andrew’s Story - step by step process by Ashling Larkin
Thumbnail Rough

Ink Colour

32



A Recipient’s Story - Layouts vs. finished artwork by Helen Robinson
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The Gift project

The University of Dundee team: Golnar Nabizadeh, Mayra Crowe, Damon Herd (back), Chris Murray, 
Phillip Vaughan, Laura Findlay & Megan Sinclair.

The project was initiated by a local donor family member in association with the University of 
Dundee. The aim of the project was to create an illustrated comic for use a resources that can 
be used in a variety of settings including school education, hospital waiting rooms, and medical/
nursing student education.

Chris Murray, Mayra Crowe, and Golnar Nabizadeh with Andrew’s artwork and notebooks, which 
helped to inspire the development of this project.
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Contributor Bios

Elliot Balson is a Dundee-based comic artist. 
His work can be found in various UniVerse 
publications, Comichaus, and the anthology 
called Masks. He is currently working on, 
Untethered, with writer Umar Ditta.

Julie Campbell is a Scottish illustrator and 
comic creator. She loves to draw animals, 
landscapes and make comics from ideas that 
won’t leave her alone.

Magnus Corkish is a Generic Neurology Nurse in 
the Neurology Department of NHS Forth Valley. 
For several years he was a Specialist Nurse with 
NHS Scotland’s Organ Donation Team.

Mayra Crowe is a Senior Lecturer and Spanish 
Organiser at the University of Dundee, 
and International Projects Development 
Coordinator for the Scottish Centre For Comics 
Studies.  She is involved in the Organ and Tissue 
Donation campaign in Scotland and the Good 
Life, Good Death, Good Grief charity and the To 
Absent Friends festival.

Dr. Laura Findlay is a Research Assistant at 
the University of Dundee. She is currently 
writing a monograph on the representation of 
true crime in popular culture with a particular 
focus on comics and podcasts. She has co-
written comics on graphic justice and graphic 
medicine and has authored a comic essay on 
trauma, entitled Closure.

Dr. Damon Herd is Lecturer in Comics Studies. 
He is also an artist and researcher with a PhD 
in Comics from DJCAD and the University of 
Dundee. His research area is autobiographical 
comics, and performance. 

Rebecca Horner is a cartoonist and colourist 
based in Ink Pot Studio, and is Workshop 
Coordinator at DCCS. She self-publishes her 
own work online, has been published in many 
anthologies, and has done production on 
various books, including this one. 

Catriona Laird is a Scottish illustrator and comic 
artist based in Ink Pot Studio in Dundee. She 
was the winner of the SICBA award for Up and 
Coming Talent 2017 and was nominated for Best 
Artist for her ongoing webcomic Chimerical 
in 2018. Catriona is currently working on the 
upcoming graphic novel Nasty Girls with writer 
Erin Keepers and publisher George Lennox.

Ashling Larkin is a Dundee-based comic artist 
working at Ink Pot within DCCS. In 2017 she 
completed her autobiographical comic Fundee, 
and her current ongoing personal project is The 
Enchanted Book.

Norrie Millar is a Scottish comics artist based 
in Dundee. He self-publishes his own work and 
is also a freelance illustrator, providing work for 
numerous companies and publishers.

Professor Chris Murray is Chair of Comics 
Studies at the School of Humanities, University 
of Dundee. and he leads the MLitt in Comics 
and Graphic Novels course. He is Director of the 
Scottish Centre for Comics Studies and DCCS, 
co-editor of Studies in Comics (Intellect) and 
UniVerse Comics, and has produced several 
public information comics for research and 
engagement purposes.

Dr. Golnar Nabizadeh is Lecturer in Comics 
Studies at The University of Dundee. Her 
research focuses on comics and visual studies, 
particularly on representations of trauma, 
migration, and memory in these fields. She has 
published a monograph with Routledge titled 
Representation and Memory in Graphic Novels.

Meg Park is a 49-year old lady, diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes at age 15. She developed kidney 
failure in 1998, commencing on dialysis in late 
1999, and received a combined kidney pancreas 
transplant in October 2001. She currently works 
as Head of Nursing in Ninewells Hospital in 
Dundee.

Helen Robinson is a comic artist and illustrator 
from Northern ireland. She has a degree in 
animation and has worked on some cool comics 
such as The Light Thief, Low Tide,and Cosmos 
in Blue.

Dr. Megan Sinclair has a PhD in comics 
from the University of Dundee. Her research 
focuses on ‘Genre and Healthcare in Comics’ 
where she examines the ways the superhero 
and autobiography can be used to promote 
information about health and wellbeing. 

Phillip Vaughan is a Lecturer in Comics and 
Animation & VFX.

Letty Wilson is the artist on award-winning 
sci-fi series Cosmic, written by Erin Keepers. 
She has contributed to various anthologies 
and has several other books published with 
Panels, a collaborative group based in Glasgow, 
Scotland, including the SICBA award-winning 
graphic novel A Stranger Came to Town.

Rosie Bailey, Lisa Bradley, Caitlin MacInnes, 
and Charlaine Reid were students on the 
inaugural Creating Public Information Comics 
module at University of Dundee. They worked 
on the script for Learning More About Organ 
and Tissue Donation, as well as creating their 
own Public Information Comics.
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