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This study examines the co-relationship between parental support and a child’s 

motivation, interest, diligence, and performance at the piano. The author states that parental  
influence serves an important role in  the child’s motivation and musical success. This source can  
be used effectively to support the argument that parental support is necessary for the  
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authors took an experimental study comparing 50 Chinese and 100 North American Caucasian 
children by using the Survey of Musical Interests (SMI) developed by the Piano Pedagogy 
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The author examines the parental role as a supporter of practice for beginner violin 

students in a class violin program and whether it is more beneficial for practice to be undertaken 
at home, at school, or in no formal manner. The conclusion is drawn that parents thought 
practicing at school would have been more effective because they were unsure how to help with 
their children’s practice except by encouraging. Even though this study was conducted in a 
beginner’s violin class, it can be applied to this topic, for piano and violin are both in the same 
field: music. This article supports the same argument as Boesl’s because both conclusions 
suggest that the teacher’s role and students’ motivation are more important than parental support 
in learning music. 
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It is crucial for piano teachers to be able to know how to deal with the parents as well as 

the students. In this chapter, the author discusses how to communicate with parents in a piano 
business. This source can be used to support my topic as it addresses the relationship between the 
teacher and parents in children’s piano learning. Beyond this chapter, the book as a whole is also 
a great resource for beginner piano teachers who are opening their own piano studios, by 
providing guidelines to follow.  
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In this article, the authors investigate Chinese parents’ motivation related to their 

children’s music training, and its relationship with the outcomes of their children’s learning. The 
parents’ motivation is categorized into intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. Both of the motivations 
contribute to children’s achievement. This study is relevant to my topic in that it addresses the 
parental role in children’s music learning and how it affects the outcome of their learning. 
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The authors examine how the role of parents, teachers and peers affect the motivation 

towards the studies of elementary piano in conservatories in three specific students. Interviews, 
video recordings, and the teacher’s diary are used to collect data. The authors draw the 
conclusion that self-esteem and self-confidence are promoted by effective relationship between 
their parents, teachers and peers. It is clear that the authors emphasize the role of parents as well 
as teachers and peers in children’s piano learning. Thus, it is relevant to my topic. 
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The authors in this article propose the idea of a “Family Ensemble”, a piano duo support 

system designed for musically unskilled beginner piano students. The system is easy to use as the 
parents are able to create a given sequence of pitches along with the child’s performance, easily 
engaging as a piano duo. In addition, more creative musical ideas come up through the Family 
Ensemble than not using the system. It is a great resource for my paper because it addresses the 
benefits of parental engagement in children’s music learning by proposing the new “Family 
Ensemble” system.   
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Toledo, 2016. ProQuest Dissertations & Theses Global.  

 
This research paper compares Chinese and American parents, students, and teachers’ 

attitudes regarding parental involvement in private piano lessons. It also seeks to find teachers’ 
recommendations regarding parental involvement through a study. Parents from both countries 
show agreement on parental involvement in their children’s piano learning. However, the ways 
in which the parents are involved are different; Chinese parents offer more practice supervision 
to their children, while American parents provide more financial support. It is relevant to my 
topic because this study supports the idea that parental involvement is crucial for the benefits of 
the students. The study backs up the points drawn from "Addressing Common Parental Concerns 
about Factors That Could Influence Piano Students’ Autonomous Motivation, Diligence, and 
Performance.”, “Work Ethic, Motivation, and Parental Influences in Chinese and North 
American Children Learning to Play the Piano.”, "Parents’ Music Training Motivation and 
Children’s Music Learning Achievement: An Investigation in the Chinese Context.", and "A 
Piano Duo Support System for Parents to Lead Children to Practice Musical Performances.". 
 
Upitis, Rena, Philip C Abrami, Julia Brook, and Matthew King. "Parental Involvement in 

Children's Independent Music Lessons." Music Education Research 19, no. 1 (Winter 
2017): 74-98. https://doi-org.du.idm.oclc.org/10.1080/14613808.2016.1202220. 

 
This study was conducted at Canada’s Royal Conservatory to investigate types of 

parental involvement related to private music lessons. The personality of the parent, parental 
goals, students’ musical progress, the teacher-student relationship, the practice environment, and 
parental behaviors during practice sessions were examined to understand how various levels of 
parental investment affect their children’s performance in music lessons. The results show that 
the parents’ commitment to music instruction, and deep involvement in the children’s music 
lessons can lead to student enjoyment of music and improvement in performance. Unlike Boesl 
and Hueber, the authors stress the importance of parental involvement in learning music as a 
crucial factor to the children’s success in music lessons in this article. I can apply this study into 
my paper as an example of the positive effects of parental support in children’s piano learning. 
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