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Dear Mr. Starr,

On July 8, 1874 you were interviewed for the
University Oral History Qffice. At this time, we
get your final approval in order to makﬁ he interyvi
i: the public. it vyou would like s TS
please let us know and we would be hﬁphy to =R RTe
we do not hear from yvou, we will assume that vou do not wish to
review the transcript and we will make it le in the Morrow
Library Special Collections.

Thank you very much for your attention to this matter.
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Arnold Starr

He was born January the 22nd, 1906. He's a native of
Martin County, Kentucky. He lived in Mingo County during
the middle thirties. Hes now resides at Wilcoe, West
Virginia. From here on out he will be referrsd to as

my daddy. O. K, daddy, t=2l1ll me how it was when you

first grew up.

Do what?

Tell me how it was when you first grew up. What are
some of the things you 4id?

Uh, I was raised on a school farm and I had, uah, work
from daylight till dark on this farm and I usually got
out before daylignt, and I got into the fields to go
farna bHy the time of Adavbr=zak than I worked till about
suindown. Things were muach diffarzsnt back then than
they are today. Ws raised practically everything that,
uh, we ates, ate and we want to the grocerv sitore about
once a month. And aa, we did that to secure sugar and,
and flour and, let's see sugar, flour, and such things
that we didn't raise on the farm. We raised all our
garden stuff 1iXk=2 potatoss and beans, and cabbage, and
tomatoes, and bout averything we ate with tha axaoaeption
of a few thiags.

Jnat are types, what are the types of meat that you had?

M=2at?

Jm, mma,

Uh, we raised our own hogs and had our own cows. And uah,
w2 usually butchered the hogs whaen c¢dld wzather came, of

course we, u1h, milked ouar cow everyday and for ouar butter

we had an oid fashion charn thatz, ah, we churu=d, ah, our

butter, mada it,

uy

How did, did you presarva
the hogs?

he wmeat, after you butchered
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Arnoid Starr

We, uh, had a, what you call a smokehouse.

Now tell us about how it was fixed.

And we hung this up in the smokshouse and smoked it.
Did you have a firs in this house?

Hickory.

Hickory fir=?

Hickory, the hickory came wood, er, hickory wood.

D

2

Well where d4id you build the fire, on the inside of the

stove lik= or what?

Uh, yes as best as I can ramember it was, uh, a sma

1L
stove or something similar to it, I can't remember th
e

type of stove was something that, uh, that would pres
Now t=211 me about the schools,
Schools?

Um, mmm,

ey Al
eXac’c

rve

meat,

When I was real, uh, young and started going to school I had

to walk about two and a half wmiles, and uh, back then they

taught reading, writing, arithmetic, more than they do todav.

And we had, uh, the t=2achers ware aore stricter oan us back

then than they are in this day and time. When they t=z211l you

to do something you better do it.
What'd they do to you if you didn't?
They strap your back.

Wwith what?

A limb.

Just from the trsze, go out and get one?

Y=2ah, a limb fromn the tree.
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How did you, uh, have to sit in this class, did you havs
to sit all day loag, did you have recesses or what?

Oh we had recess sure, we had a noon period just like
they do today.

What are the games that you played?

Huh?
wnhat are the games?
Wall we played, uh, marbles and, and let's see, hippity-

i
hop, what ever you call it,
How'd you do that?

Uh, we jumpéd ropes, and uh, little different thing I don't
remember way back, uh,

Where did the school t=zacher live?
Do what?
Where did the schonl t=zacher live?

Th2 school tesacher lived, uh, usually a mile away, they had,
well back when I first begin going to school then they, uah,
didn't have roads like they do today to drive to the school
house thay had, they had to walk »oth the students and the
tzachers h1ad to walk,

T211 me abouat the time when you got lost in the cave and
vour light went out.

Well to securs my edacation I, I had to do diff=arent things,
in fact I workad my way uap ayself. And to get a high school
education T had to walk »ouat five miles a day, across two big
monntains and sometimes I would get up and thera2'd be a snow
on. T had to set out walking across ths, th2se wmountains
somatimes I'd bog down in the snow. And I walked for about
two years like - that and I finally got to staying with someons

who had known and to ride the schoolbus to carry on high school.

And then, uh, after I got my high school edacation, I had a
littla fara over Lhers that I sold.
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Is that the farm that your parents left you?
Yes that's the farm that they had ordered.

How old were you when they died, let's see one of them
died?

Uh, my father died when I was six and my mother died
when I was eight.

Now you had two brothers, didn't you?

Y=ah, they died when they were re-resal young.

Well who took car= of you?

Well my father and mother took care.

I know but whaen, when they died though, what did you do?

Well we lived on the farm, Now I want to finish telling
you bout my =ducation, how I got it.

0. K. go on.

I sold this farm I think for bout $400.00 that was enough
moiney to enter college oo, And after I got enough hours
to teach, I got a standard honor certificate in Kentucky.
And after I got enough hours to teach why then, uh, I
want to school during the summer term and for awhile,

and uh, then.

You went to school down here didan't you?

I want, uh, two whole semesters, and ah, they usually
taught of a, during the school y=2ar and then of the summer
I would, I would go to school and finally finish ay

education collage of, Concord College, Athens, Wast Virginia.

And, what else do vou want me to say?

Well I want you to tell me a little bit about the kinds
of foods that you ate when you were small.

The what?
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The kinds of food that you ate.

Well the kinds of food that we ate, uh, we, back then
we didn't go to the store like we do today (coughs).

We cooked our (coughs), our own food and, uh, mostly
vegetables and meat that we raised that we got, uah,
when we killed our hogs and of course we had sheap back
then, thaem days too. Sometimeszs we'd kill a sheep, eat
the meat. And of course I was a hunter and I went out
on occasions, and ah, %xilled sguirir2ls and we had a lot
of wild, uh, wild m=at back then to eakt.

How did the wom=n wash thair?

Pzople wers wmuaaiy, mach healthy back thea than they are
€0 d ay.

Well how about church, did you use to go to church alot?

W2 use to have old fashion, I call them oid fashion
services. And we would assemble ourselves in somebody'
home and have praver meetings. Thza preacher and people
would come from wmiles around gather up and wa'd really
have a good service, And p=ople got, sz2em like they got
more happier back than than they do this day and time
(coughs), I bel: ve I'm taking a cold (coughs). And

the peopie bHack then wera mnr2 helpful to one anothar
then they ars today.

What are some of th= things that they 4id?

B}

I ramembar wh2n, 321, T razmembar whan we 132 to have what
you call log rolls.

Jm, mmm.

And guiltings. Thz neighbors would gather in, and uh,
and uh, 3crab out a whnle EFi21d of ooira, whoni= field,
uh, 2ot of eorn but a plass to plant corn in one day's
time. And then they let in and clear out a whole field

in a day, in one day. Aad then, uh, we i1se to have what
they call, ah, bean stringing. They'd be, pick a big

lot of beans and put um ian the liviang rooan and a big iox
of boys and girls woiall gaittias 1n and fath=2rs and mothars
and (coaghs) <ome in and just string beans and just have
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Arnold Starr 6

a real good time. You never hear of nothing like that
anymore.

Did you sing and play, you play anything?

Yes, yes sometimes we'd have old time music.

Did you have barn dances?

Y=ah sometimes.

How did they go about fixing up the barn dance?

The what?

The barn dance, how did they fix it?

Tha barn dance?

Um, mmm.

Wwall there's no fixing up that I know of. They, uh, just
have a big time, just mostly a get together. P=ople were
help-helpful back during those days, they cared for one
another, they loved one another.

what happened 1f£?

More so then they do.

Daddy, what happen if somebody got hurt, who helped them
take care of their place, did they have to do it on their
oW ?

If somebody got hurt p=ople always waiting and willing to
assist um, They take um to th=2 hospital, thay would uh,
go to their homes and sit up all night with um, and uh,
help um every way tnat they possibly could., You don't
see much of that going on today. VYou want to ask me

some more?

Do you remembar when ths railroad first startad in?

Do what?
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Arnold Starr 7

The railroad, did you use to go anywhere on the trains?

Well I went to school at Chattaroy High School, I use

to catch a train up there at Mt. Chattaroy and ride it
down to what they call Mayor. And I would hold my books
in one hand and catch the train with the other hand.

I usually got off, uh, down there at East Mayor, and

one day the train was going real fast and I got off and
it threw me and I have a scar here on my hand now you can
see (BS: ¥=ah) it where I plowed into a bunch of gravel,

Didn't you have to hurn your hat one time when you were
going for the?

That was during my high school days. Uh, sometimas I'd
go to, uh, uh, nines big mines, and uh, I'd start from
the long branch side and go plum out hare below Naugatuck
and one day I got in thers and the light went out on me
and I didn't have any light, had a straw hat. And I set
this straw hat a fire and made enough light to get out

of that, that mine. I don't know what would've happened
to me if, uh, I hadn't had the straw hat to make a light.

wWhat kind of work did you do?
Do what?

When you first started to work what kind of work did you
do? '

When I first started to work?

Um, mmm.,

Oh, I forgot to tell you something., In order to, uh,
securs my education T uased to catch furs, uh, foxes,
snakes, and uah, skunks, aad uase, and asa Lo sell theair
hides and that way to pay for ny expenses going to school.
Did you ever go?

I done just about a little of everything.

Did you ever go coon hunting?
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Arnold Starr 8

Yes.

Allright tell me how they coon hunt, I don't know how.
You don't know how to coon hunt?

No.

Wall a bunch of dogs and you take them out of the night,
and uah, they get after a aonn and you listen which way
it goes and they'll finallyv get him treed and then they
usually had, uh, uh, strong light, flashlight, something
like that, we'd go to the tr=ae and we'd, we would, uh,
look for this coon's =yes and by the light we could saa
their eyes and aftar they saw thaiyr a2yas then we could

shoot um out.

And what would you, what would you do with it after you
caught it?

Wa'd take the coon, skin it, tan it's hide, sell it's
hide and eat the meat.

What did the meat look like?

Well the meat, the meat it looked lika kind of a brownish
cvlore, radish like color.

~

Wara they, ware they

"4
=S
]
fv]
I...I

Lo}
H
(0]
o)
[V}

L
*J

They was good if they wers fix, i1f they were fixed right

they wer2 good.

4

4

N 21

)
0]}

()

hey gra2asy?

-<

r

(]
[V}

3y7?

Q)

Tm, muan.

Wall I wonlda't say they were greasy. Tazre's a certain
way you can fix um that it, uh, they're, they're not greasy.
I think we use to cook them in what they called a spics
wood limb,

Spice wood limb?
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Y=2ah, we'd go out and get some spics wood limbs.
We2ll what, what's that, a spice wood limb?

It's a bush, and uh, cook um in those limbs and that
would take the strong scent away, way from um.

Uh, huh.

And they were really good.
Did you ever go fox hunting?
Do what?

7ox hunting.

Oh yeah, I've killed a many of grey, grey foxes and some
ra2d foxes.

And how did you do that and how did.

We had, uh, hounds we'd take out.

Well 4did you walk?

Walk, that's right.

You mean you didn't ride a horse or aanything?

No, We'd take these hounds out before daylight and they'd
start a fox and they'd probanly sometinss wun it for three
or foar houars or a half a Jay.

U, mnn,

And we would, 1h, station ourselves out in the mountain
where we thought the fox would come along and usually
there's three or four of as, and uh, asuallv somehody
would kill it, shoot it with a shotgan or a rifi= when
it came by. Than we took, uah, the uh, fox, skinn=d it,
and uh, send it's nide away. Sowmetimes we'd get as much
as, oh eight or ten dollars for our grey fox hide and
sometimes we'd get twenty five or thirty dollars for a
a2d fox nide. Uh, fur prices back than were much highar

[n]



BS

AS

BS

Arnold Starr 10

than they are today. What else you want?

Allright I want to know about, uh, when you use to court
(laughs) .

Now I don't want to tell that.

Now daddy come on (laughs), how did, did you take, uh,
voilr girlfriend out or what did voa do, did you go visit
har at her house?

As I said beforas we didn't have any roads back than, not

in Martin County wh=are I grew up, ah, we had to walk about
avarywhere we went unless we rode horssbhack. Sometimes
wa'd ride horseback., If you had a girl way up there four
miles away, why vou'd =ither have to walk or cidz adrsaback.
Didn't have no way of traasportation like thay do today.

Did you stayv all night with hav parents?

Oh yeah.
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Arnold Starr

He was born January the 22nd, 1906. He's a native of
Martin County, Kentucky. He lived in Mingo County during
the middle thirties. He now resides at Wilcoe, West
Virginia. From here on out he will be referred to as

my daddy. 0. K. daddy, tell me how it was when you

first grew up.

Do what?

Tell me how it was when you first grew up. What are
some of the things you did?

Uh, I was raised on a school farm and I had, uh, work
from daylight till dark on this farm and I usually got
out before daylight, and I got into the fields to go
farm by the time of daybreak then I worked till about
suindown. Things were much different back then than
they are today. We raised practically everything that,
uh, we ate, ate and we went to the grocery store about
once a month. And uh, we did that to secure sugar and,
and flour and, let's see sugar, flour, and such things
that we didn't raise on the farm. We raised all our
garden stuff like potatoes and beans, and cabbage, and
tomatoes, and bout everything we ate with the exception
of a few things.

dhat are types, what are the types of meat that you had?

Meat?

Um, mmm.

Uh, we raised our own hogs and had our own cows. And uh,
we usually butchered the hogs when cold weather came, of

course we, uh, milked our cow everyday and for our butter
we had an old fashion churn that, uh, we churned, uh, our

butter, made it.

How did, did you preserve the meat, after you butchered
the hogs?

Preserve the meat?

Uh, huh.
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We, uh, had a, what you call a smokehouse.

Now tell us about how it was fixed.

And we hung this up in the smokehouse and smoked it.
Did you have a fire in this house?

Hickory.

Hickory fire?

Hickory, the hickory came wood, er, hickory wood.

Well where did you build the fire, on the inside of the
stove like or what?

Uh, yes as best as I can remember it was, uh, a small cook
stove or something similar to it, I can't remember the exact
type of stove was something that, uh, that would preserve meat.
Now tell me about the schools.

Schools?

Um, mmmnm,

When I was real, uh, young and started going to school I had
to walk about two and a half miles, and uh, back then they
taught reading, writing, arithmetic, more than they do today.
And we had, uh, the teachers were more stricter on us back
then than they are in this day and time. When they tell you
to do something you better do it.

What'd they .do to you if you didn't?

They strap your back.

with what?

A limb.

Just from the tree, go out and get one?

Yeah, a limb from the tree.
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How did you, uh, have to sit in this class, did you have
to sit all day long, did you have recesses or what?

Oh we had recess sure, we had a noon period just like
they do today.

What are the games that you played?
Huh?
What are the games?

Well we played, uh, marbles and, and let's see, hippity-
hop, what ever you call it,

How'd you do that?

Uh, we jumped ropes, and uh, little different thing I don't
remember way back, uh.

Where did the school teacher live?

Do what?
Where did the school teacher live?

The school teacher lived, uh, usually a mile away, they had,
well back when I first begin going to school then they, uh,
didn't have roads like they do today to drive to the school
house they had, they had to walk both the students and the
teachers had to walk.

Te2ll me about the time when you got lost in the cave and
your light went out.

Well to secure my education I, I had to do different things,

in fact I worked my way up myself. And to get a high school
education I had to walk bout five miles a day, across two big
mountains and sometimes I would get up and there'd be a snow
on. I had to set out walking across the, these mountains
sometimes I'd bog down in the snow. And I walked for about

two years like that and I finally got to staying with someone
who had known and to ride the schoolbus to carry on high school.
And then, uh, after I got my high school education, I had a
little farm over ithere that I sold. ‘
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Is that the farm that your parents left you?
Yes that's the farm that they had ordered.

How o0ld were you when they died, let's see one of them
died?

Uh, my father died when I was six and my mother died
when I was eight.

Now you had two brothers, didn't you?

Yeah, they died when they were re-real young.

Well who took care of you?

Well my father and mother took care.

I know but when, when they died though, what did you do?

Well we lived on the farm. Now I want to finish telling
you bout my education, how I got it.

0. K. go on.

I sold this farm I think for bout $400.00 that was enough
money to enter college oa.,’ And after I got enough hours
to teach, I got a standard honor certificate in Kentucky.
And after I got enough hours to teach why then, uh, I
went to school during the summer term and for awhile,

and uh, then.

You went to school down here didn't you?

I went, uh, two whole semesters, and uh, they usually

taught of a, during the school year and then of the summer

I would, I would go to school and finally finish my
education college of, Concord College, Athens, West Virginia.
And, what else do you want me to say?

Well I want you to tell me a little bit about the kinds
of foods that you ate when you were small.

The what?
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The kinds of food that you ate.

Well the kinds of food that we ate, uh, we, back then
we didn't go to the store like we do today (coughs).

We cooked our (coughs), our own food and, uh, mostly
vegetables and meat that we raised that we got, uh,
when we killed our hogs and of course we had sheep back
then, them days too. Sometimes we'd kill a sheep, eat
the meat. And of course I was a hunter and I went out
on occasions, and uh, killed squirrzls and we had a lot
of wild, uh, wild meat back then to eat.

How did the women wash their?

Pz2ople were much, much healthy back then than they are
today.

Well how about church, did you use to go to church alot?

We use to have old fashion, I.call them old fashion
services. And we would assemble ocurselves in somebody's
home and have prayer meetings. The preacher and people
would come from miles around gather up and we'd really
have a good service., And people got, seem like they got
more happier back then than they do this day and time
(coughs), I believe I'm taking a cold (coughs). And

the people back then were more helpful to one another
then they are today.

What are some of the things that they did?

I remember when, uh, I remember when we use to have what
you call log rolls,

Um, mmm.

And quiltings. The néighbors would gather in, and uh,
and uh, scrub out a whole field of corn, whole field,

uh, not of corn but a placs to plant corn in one day's

time. And then they let in and clear out a whole field
in a day, in one day. And then, uh, we use to have what
they call, uh, bean stringing. They'd be, pick a big
lot of beans and put um in the living room and a big lot
of boys and girls would gathner ap and fathers and mothers
and (coughs} come in and just string beans and just have
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a real good time. You never hear of nothing like that
anymore,

Did you sing and play, you play anything?

Yes, yes sometimes we'd have old time music.

Did you have barn dances?

Yeah sometimes.

How did they go about fixing up the barn dance?

The what?

The barn dance, how did they fix it?

The barn dance?

Um, mmm.

Well there's no fixing up that I know of. They, uh, just
have a big time, just mostly a get together. People were
help-helpful back during those days, they cared for one
another, they loved one another.

What happened if?

More so then they do.

Daddy, what happen if somebody got hurt, who helped them
take care of their place, did they have to do it on their
own?

If somebody got hurt people always waiting and willing to
assist um. They take um to the hospital, they would uh,
go to their homes and sit up all night with um, and uh,
heln um every way that they possibly could. You don't
see much of that going on today. You want to ask me

sule nore?

Do you remembar when the railroad first started in?

Do what?
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The railroad, did you use to go anywhere on the trains?

Well I went to school at Chattaroy High School, I use

to catch a train up there at Mt. Chattaroy and ride it
down to what they call Mayor. And I would hold my books
in one hand and catch the train with the other hand.

I usually got off, uh, down there at East Mayor, and

one day the train was going real fast and I got off and
it threw me and I have a scar here on my hand now you can
see (BS: Yeah) it where I plowed into a bunch of gravel.

Didn't you have to burn your hat one time when you were
going for the?

That was during my high school days. Uh, sometimes I'd
go to, uh, uh, mines big mines, and uh, I'd start from
the long branch side and go plum out here below Naugatuck
and one day I got in there and the light went out on me
and I didn't have any light, had a straw hat. And I set
this straw hat a fire and made enough light to get out

of that, that mine. I don't know what would've happened
to me if, uh, I hadn't had the straw hat to make a light.

what kind of work did you do?
Do what?

When you first started to work what kind of work did you
do? '

When I first started to work?

Um, mmm.

Oh, I forgot to tell you something. In order to, uh,
secure my education I used to catch furs, uh, foxes,
snakes, and uh, skunks, and use, and use to sell their
hides and that way to pay for my expenses going to school.
Did you ever go?

I done just about a little of everything.

Did you ever go coon hunting?
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Yes.

Allright tell me how they coon hunt, I don't know how.
You don't know how to coon hunt?

No.

Well a bunch of dogs and you take them out of the night,
and uh, they get after a coon and you listen which way
it goes and they'll finally get him treed and then they-
usually had, uh, uh, strong light, flashlight, something
like that, we'd go to the tree and we'd, we would, uh,
look for this coon's eyes and by the light we could see
their eyes and after they saw their eyes then we could
shoot um out.

And what would you, what would you do with it after you
caught it?

We'd take the coon, skin it, tan it's hide, sell it's
hide and eat the meat.

What did the meat look like?

Well the meat, the meat it looked like kind of a brownish
color, redish like color.

Ware they, were they real greasy?

They was good if they were fix, if they were fixed right
they were good.

Were they greasy?
Greasy?
Um, mmm,

Wall T wouldan't say they were greasy. Thare's a certain

way you can fix um that it, uh, they're, they're not greasy.

i tuink we use to cook them in what they called a spice
wood limb.

Spice wood limb?
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Y2ah, we'd go out and get some spice wood limbs.
Well what, what's that, a spice wood limb?

It's a bush, and uh, cook um in those limbs and that
would take the strong scent away, way from um.

Uh, huh.

And they were really good.
Did you ever go fox hunting?
Do what?

Fox hunting.

Oh yeah, I've killed a many of grey, grey foxes and some
red foxes.

And how did you do that and ﬁow did.

We had, uh, hounds we'd take out.

Well did you walk?

Wwalk, that's right.

You mean you didn't ride a horse or anything?

No, We'd take these hounds out before daylight and they'd
start a fox and they'd probably sometimes run it for three
or four hours or a half a day.

Um, mmnn,

And we would, uh, station ourselves out in the mountain
where we thought the fox would come along and usually
there's three or four of us, and uh, usually somebody
wourd Kill it, shoot it with a shotgun or a rifle when
it came by. Then we took, uh, the uh, fox, skinned it,
and uh, send it's hide away. Sometimes we'd get as much
as, oh eight or ten dollars for our grey fox hide and
sometimes we'd get twenty five or thirty dollars for a
red fox hide. Uh, fur prices back then were nmuch higher



BS:

Arnold Starr 10

than they are today. What else you want?

Allright I want to know about, uh, when you use to court
(laughs) .

Now I don't want to tell that.

Now daddy come on (laughs), how did, did you take, uh,
your girlfriend out or what did you do, did you go visit
her at her house?

As I said before we didn't have any roads back then, not

in Martin County where I grew up, uh, we had to walk about
everywhere we went unless we rode horseback. Sometimes
we'd ride horseback. If you had a girl way up there four
miles away, why you'd either have to walk or rid= horseback.
Didn't have no way of transportation like they do today.

Did you stay all night with her parents?

Oh yeah.
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