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Bruce: (icw do you spell that?

Charles: G-a-l-l-i-t-z-1i-n.

E_L;U._C_C: Ol\ d‘l' .

Charles: ....Pennsylvania for a iew ycars, ond then moved to

(luntington in 1958.

Bruce: ¥hy did you move to funtington?
Charles: W®ell, ul, I yucss mostly ecclesiastical, not for any
other reason. f§le’d been in small towns up to that point. I had
started out in Hest Virginia, sort of hoping to el back to flest
Virginia, and we were hoping, now that the younysters were
beginning to get...now they were 5 years old and 3 years old, and
we were looking for school, and we thouyht maybe there would be
better schools in a larger town than there were in the swmall
communities we'd been in. The last community of Gallitzin we'd
been in you'd be somewiat interested to know it was 96% Roman
LaLuOLlc. And the public schools were definitely parochial
schools, you know; just operated that way. »And we didn't wind.

fle yot alony very well. It was an Openness about it, so I never
had any tension. But I just felt it might be better to bring up
our younysters in a community that was a little less Roman
Catholic. And for all those reasons, and the church down here was
Llooking for & pastor. 8o we got together. (St. Paul?) I cawe to
St. Paul church. (okay) Spring of 58, so that'll be what this
year? 28 years. UHext month.

Bruce: That's pretty yood. What made you decide to conme to
tlarshall and pick up a history minor?
Charles: Well, I'd uLwayv been interested in history. Uistory

was one of my minors in undergraduate work. I had a double major
in Germen and philosophy, but I had minored in history. Iy Dad
was always interested in history, you can't stay for 7 or § years
in Gctt*sburj, which is where I went to both seminacy and colleye,
without picking up sowe history, you know, (inaudible)...if no
other reason. aAnd that's probably where I became a civil war
buff. So I just was ve ery tascinated and an amateur on history;
very fascinated by all historical things. PRead an awful lot about
history. &nd ui, when I went to seminary I majored in Christian
history. So when I got to a place where ilarshall was, where the
university was located, althouyh it was a college then, why, I
just decided to do something about it and take & few history
courses. Well, that's all I did at first. I just took a history
course here and a hiistory course there. And then the dean of
Liberal Arts in those days, who was Harris, of which Harris Hall
is nawed, (just one second) yedah....

tape begins again



Bruce: I had to stop the tape recorder for & telephone call.
Okay, now, you were telling me about your history courses and the
deai.

Charles: Yeah, I took a couple, and Dean Horris called e over
and he said, you've just been taking a couple, what is your track?
What are you going to do? And I said, nothing, I'wm just taking
these for my own interest. (e said that's not the right way Lo 4o
about things. You should have a goal. e sald your geal should
be a master's degree. I said, I'm recally not interested in
degrees, they don’t mean that much to me. I said I just as soon
ake a course here and there. ¥You will not work as hard, you will
ot learn as much, you will not gyet anywhere unless you are

orking toward a degyree. I don't know... maybe the more people
chey had siyn up Lor & Geygree, the better it was for thelr record.
(Laughing) But enyway, he talked we into it. So I siynced up Lor
a deyree, and from that point on worked toward a degree. (okay)
Incidentally, a Doctor Toole was head of the departcaent and I
don't know whether youive heard of Dr. Toole (oh, yeah), yesh,
well..famous name around iere for many years. And ul, Dr. foffat,
one of his assistants at that time, one of the assisting
professors. And uh, feath, Dr. Heath, there were only three in
the deparcient in the beginning. And then Dr. Coumaety canc on
board, Elizabeth Commety. She was the token woman in the histoiy
departcuwent in those days. (laughing) So it was under them tonat I
got ay nesters degree in 5 .

Liuce: Okay. While you were going to school here, you were also
full-time minister at St. Paul’s (right, right), why...how did you
get involved with the civil rights activities here in funtington?
Or how did you lhear about it?

Charles: %ell, I just read about some of their activities
(newspapers?) newspaper ul, ren into a few, I attended one or two
council meetinus at the beyinning, city council aeetings, ond rean
into a iew people like Bunche Gray, and uh, talked to them a
Little bit. The student, the Canpus Christian Center was jusc
yetting off the ground in those days. e had built a building
around 1968, I guess it was, ‘6l. »And I was just beyinning to get
involved over there, and ull, we had several people over there at
chat time who was interested in civil riuybts movement and I got
«..yot in with them. And later I think it was a couple years
Llater, Courtney Kinyg...did you ever hear about Courtney?

(noe-hmm)  Well, be had led a great big sort of a revolt on caapus
at the University of Georyia. And he came in here ag the
Presbyterian minister, and I got with Corky a Lot and heard a lot
about it end syupathized with it.

Bruce: #ere you the Lutheran minister at the...? (yes, Caupus
Christian Center and have been) okay.

Charles: I yuess all of those thinygs, plus my former interest in
tnis whole thing was sort of resurrected and just became very
fascinated with it as a historical movenent and vdcy aorally
involved in it as a necessity Lor our country.



;LJLLLO. and as Lar as it went it was very successiul, buat you
know, that's liwmited, . teco, because (muui-inum) you just have a Lew
people who take part in progyrams of that sort. And you're not
yoinyg to change a community very wuch wien you only have maybe 20
Lamilies that ere taking part in this, end none of thewm are the
real shalkers waybz and aovers of the community.

Biruce: This the carly *707s?

Charles: I would say probeably the early '70's. saybe, naybe

very late ‘G0's.
Bruce: It wae kind of ren tiwow;h the churchoes.

Charles: Yeal, through some of the pastors in the chuvches and
throuyn others.

4

Bruce: WHere they wore open to civil rigyhts and blacks by this

cime?

Charl Oh, yes. Teal, of course, sowme of the crudest I yuess,
of the changes, thal’s not quite the right word, but the deiinite
chianges had been made. dnd the civil rights you know, rulas and
laws had been passed by this time in the '60's, end there was aore
feeling that this was the way that we should be ¢oing and aore of

feeling that well, now maybe we're more in the muJOETLz, so it's
safer to ¢o. (laughing) (Yeah) It was the thing a Litcle bit
nore by that time. So there was, you uot wore support by that
time than you did earliet.

Bruce: Okay. W®Well, I'd like to....

Charles: 2and by that time of course, you hed a Lot wore peoele in
the community that I beyan to know a little bit wre. I began to
kniow Dr. Taylor, Elinore Taylor, but she wasn't a doctor then.
Elinore was very active and then she was, she used to work at the
Fresbyterian church at Beverly fills by this tise, as a Christian
Ed leader or sonething Llike thdat.

U Lgc_ Was she...working down here ac liarshall at that tine,
2

e

o
“
C

Charles: ¥ell, she, not at thlie beginning. Haybe she was part-
time and and then finally full tise. llade the transicion to
Englislhi. She yot a doctorate. And people Llilke Ray Hoodruff down
at the First Conyreyational, woved in, who was very much of an

activist, the Reverend Raymond Woodruff.

~

Bruce: That sounds...now he wasn't involved witiy the SDS was he?

Charles: I don't think he was here at that tiwe.

Bruce: That wust have been Tom floodrufi. Okay.



Charles: Incidentally, when it coaes to 5DS, we allowed theam to
meet in our church several times.  (oh, well) And chat was a real
hassle witih the board, too.

Bruce: Let's talk coout SLS. I have a friend who weuld be
interecsted In this.

Charleg: Well, first of all, they were asked 1L they ...they
asked if they could weet, I don't know where they were wmeeting, I
have no idea, but they asked if they could wmeet at the Christian
Center. Mnd there was & huge hassle about that. (tnis late
'60's? '68 or £0?) Yeah, late '60's. And ac I rewenber, the
final decision was that they could weet but it didn't last long.
It lasted for only a year or so, and then I guess you'd call it
the opposition, overwhelmingly kicked thew out. They just felt
chat they were not...didnft £it into tue schoie projram of the
Christien Center. But for & while I think they were allowed to
meet there.  Then wien they were not any wore, wihy, they ashked if
they could aeet in our church. (they asked you?) FYes, because
they lnew I was interested and so on, that I syapathized with some
of their ideas, not all, but synpathized with som:z. And at least
I thougnt they should have the freedom to aeet, and the frecdom Of
speech and so on. [Lven 1f I didn't, you know, it's the old story.
You shiould &llow people to meet and speak, even if you don't eyree
with them. 8o they did, they aet out at the church. I...I
finally (St. Paul's) yeah, I finally managed to get the council to
yo alony for chbout ¢ months I think they met, and then they
voluntarily found some other place. So it didn't come to a head
at all.

;uce:  Didn’t cause any problems in the church.
it kept continually causing problems you know, not

5 13
what they did at the church, but what they planned ct the churcn
and then went out and did and said, you know, o yeah....

B. . Qow, these wore larshall students?
Charles: bLarshell students, most of them.

Bruce: Can you remeaber any of their names?

Charles: to. (okay) I'm a poor....(put you on the spot)...yeah,
I'wm a poor oral historian for you because it's so long ago. I'm
not like these 26 year olds who remesber everyithing, you know,
every name and time and date and everything, when ticy were 20. I
just can't do it.

Bruce: Do you know why they voluntarily lefte?

Charles: I think they got another place that they felt a Llittle
bit wore at home with to weet, and I foryet where it was.

Bruce: Were they getting pressure Lrom your congreyacion to
Leave?



Charles: Oh, yes (individual pressure?) yes, I'm sure they were,
yealh.  And they knew I was 90Lc1ng a lot of pressure, too, and so
' thicy noved on.

after they nad wet there for sbout 6 nontlis,
uce s fhat, they'd comz in Tuesday evenings or...?

Charles: They'd come in about once a weck, I forget when it was.
Camc in «bout once a weck.

Bruce: They used the main auditorium or one of your Sunday school
recows?

Charles: o, no, they would use one of the church scheol roors
And if they got a big crowd, which they aleost never did, wiy,
thiey'd et downstairs in what we called the the social

nall.

———

Bruce: Well, that's interestiny.
Charles: Yeah, I hadnft cven thought of that mmtil you just
sencioned SDS there a few minutes ago.

Bruce: iloLl, (inaudible)... Well, I'd like to thenl you Lot
your time. (sure) IU's been a great intervice. I you ever run
into anything else you wunt to tell wme, just let me know.

Charles: One nore thing, and that is, ond I don't want to put bhim
on the gpot at all, but because I was so interested in this, Dr
ot fat, soon after I beyan Le aching pch—LlﬂL in the hist ory
QLPdLLhYﬂL in sizty, I don't reaenber when it was, maybe '6G, '67,
somewhere around there, why ui, Dr. loffat asked 1iF I'd be
interested in putting a course together on black history
(emm-heain) , and he said there's ....there's a lot of pressure. I
won‘t say what I was gonna say, but aenywey, th2re's a lot of

ressure Lo teach black history here. And he said I know you've
bGLn interested in it, and none of the regyular professors want to

teach this, or has their schedule so LULL they can't LCuCh it, so
would you be interested in putting a course together, and I said,
yes, I would be very much interested in that. So I ordered guite
a few tenxcbooks and beyen to read them and putting sowe outlines
together end trying to get some ideas as to how we miuht put this
course togyether. And then Einally, Dr. Hoffat said, "you know the
soice I think about it," and that’s thm \.j he put it, whether he
had gotten pressucre from others I don't know.

-

Bruce: Who would this pressure have been Lrom?

Charles: I imaygine from blacks, black students and otier blacks.

Bruce: Ones wanting the course?

(5]

Charles: Yes.

Bruce: What about the ones not wanting the course?



I don'e know that there was all thoet wuch pressuce on,

t was the time when it was popular everywhere to have
yocourses.  And LoLLujLu all over tho place,

e WEre 501ng to black history. So I donfi think there
 pressure, that I wes ever aware of nou to have it.
J0s a Lot oL pressure to have it on the part of black
students and blacks in the comuunity. Whether he was getting
pressure from that or what, but he finally cawe to me and he said,
do you know, I think it would be a better idea if we had a black
teach it,; then you. I appreciate the work you've done on it, but
b uld, I think maybe we'ire just gonna have to go with @ black
professor. Mnd of course they did ask [lalcom Gonderson, you
know, to do that. (wien was this?) ©Ch, I suppose it Jot sta
about 1868, 69, it wes until just 2 or 3 years ago. They offcred
a black history course here. Md enderson did teach it. [k's
the lawyer in toum that was also president of ....(was it Herbert
tenderson?) ferbert. Did I say Malcom? I aeant Berb. Gorbert
fendersci.

o0 ¢

Md he tauwght it in *68 or 69, the first black histouy

'-z,.(l_j. Lele ¥

all, but you'll have to get in touch with him. (e
Ldluuu clie L"SL black history course, and taugit it clear to the

end. I don't think they have one now or do they?

Brucem:  ikell, itfs on tihwe curricolum . Dr. Duke teaches it
occasionally (okay) Well, no, I take that baclk. Ldvlu [kuLis.
(oli)  Who was a black student here in the 70%g, teaches ic

patt—tims.

fell, Oerb (enderson taught it for Ifd say prcobably 15
I'm not sure, soiething like that. A long, lony tiee.

Bruce: #as this on official part of the curriculum?

had, e always taught thic same tins, I think it was Rednesde

niuhit, black history, cvery flednesday nighit for sewmester after
i ), bl 3

sehesier, year alter year.

Charles: Oh, yeal, he was a part-tine instructor, and he alwaye

Bhat other black literature courses or blach
story...whac other courses were set up chatb you can thilnk of?

Charles: #ell, I'm sure at the same time there were blac
Liccrature courses.  Whether the Socioloyy Departusut ever set up
a course on Sociology, you know, Black Socioloyy, or whatever you
call it, I don't kaow.

ruce: There's nothing you're sure about?

Charleg: tothinyg that I'm sure about, but I do know that bLacik

filstory course, and Dr. Loffat helped set it up, ond like I cuy,
i
| it

it started off with we, and cighily so probably, ended up with
thrb Qenlorson.



3. i thac was Dr. loifat's pusition on blecks and so on?

Charles: That's wiat I wasn't yonna say, ond I'm noc sure I want
to say that on....(lavshis)....

Bruce: Okay, I don't want to put you on the sgot.

o, wall, you lnow, I don't know...1E this goss back to
LoLlat, but I always Lelt € oDes iR e

1 1

. 4 v by
G S o
y Ay L —
i

g chalb lie had. could Guite
personal by bring himsell, end I jusc feli tiot Le w(u ovarwie Linxd
by teaching a black history course ecicher in the depertuent, and

e folt that he aloost had to do it.  How, Itve caid it, and I

hope that Dr. Hoffat you know,...waylbe I juse, mayba I didn’t
interpret tim the righc way. Because we never talked about
directly wnether he was in favor of it or not. M just you know,
be just wanted to have a history cource.

Bruce: But publicly he aid tlio ' rigiit

K s

L.ilj.tli_j'.

Charles: Publicly he did the right thing, alweys, alweys!

Bruce: What wes President Stewart Smith's posicion? In your
Ops irxion?

Charles: feoh, in ay opinion, of course Iftm a Little bioced,
pecanse e vas a mesber of wy church (CH) but publicly he always
did the vignt thing and uin, I think that fe was one of those
whites whicn mony of us maybe were, who wented the right thing
done by blacks for blacks and by blacks, but who never felt that
he wanted to yo too Lar oub on a Liab Lor it. And there was
thousands and thousands of thousands of people tiwt wey, ond I was
partly that way with cthie cowardice I talked about beifore.

Sruce: “ould that heve been fairly typical of the Larshall
cangus?
Charles:. Oh, yes, I think so, oh, yes. (because...) Tou would

¢ !(‘

have souws people that were very, very definite, ond uua, I think
Dr. TouL_ cor tainly was cne of then, wio wes very cutspolken,
againse, (oh, against) againgt, yeah. (o felt that blacks you
know, nad done a gyood job in the war, he was & lst World tlar
person, but that they were just too pushy, and wanted it too f£ast.
Aiter ell, they had everything in the constitution end so on, all
that kind of thiny (mwa-haiam) . So uh, I think we bad a lot Llike
that wio were pretty openly ayainst teo much, going too fust too
soon, that kind of thing. (lLere at kHarshall) Teah, nere «t
Larshall. And then there were a lot who ...who did what they
could to help when it didn't put themsclves out too far. Mad then
cucre were a cew of us who put ourselves out a little bit, but
never went out too Lar on the brap“h that ic would be cul OfL
behind vue.  And that would be the side I would be put en.  I'm noc
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ceal proud of that; that's the way it wes. I
tiaic, and I admit, I was just o little bit o” coward. I didn’
Go as auch oz I could hawe. unJ then of cource, th;r WS thusc
whio were just cctive as through and through aid didn'tc carc what
thie congseyuenees were,  In sone ways I aduirve thew.  (Lawvghs)  Cat
they were a v\ri, very small minority awon, the wiaite, very small,
and even a minority awony the blacks. QCecouse as 1E you wey Know,
the black comaunity here in Uuntingion was noc very such in favor
ci these youny whipper-snappers wilo were uh, macching up and down
in Lront of Cailey's and so on. They feli that wade then Look
back Look bad, ond wmade it harder For them Lo get jobs and o
there was a lot of conscrvative feclings awony thie black comuunity
hiere, wiich didn't favor o lot of thinys. (wajoricy feelings?) I
would tiink, yes, yes, I would think.

wd o fawlly by anu
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Bruce: Oo tlw black comiunity touls on the attitude of the
Guntington community (very wuch so).

was cssentially a conscrvative black comnmnity.

%8 interesting) And it was such a minority in
”UnLlnuLOD it wasn't like in Bavenneh, Georyia or some pluce, it
wos such a swuall winority in those days I would say prubumLy 3.060
out. of 85,800 or sometching. But they really....a Lot of tir older
blacks, end I aean older by over 30, just didn't woant to rooik thwe
boat that much. (Lor economic reasons) TFor economic reasons,
right. 2&nd social. Sowe of thew had social dealings with white
people, you know, that they were on a one-to-one basis with; they
iyt not heawe been egual, but they bad these basis and they vere
ofraid it would destroy that. (ummrunmo And you know, even if
you were a janitor of City Hall and talled with the mayor
rejularly, you didnt want things to even upsct thac unegual kind
of relationship. Thoy weore just scaced.

Bruce: On tallking with Phil Carter and going throuuh the
Partiuenon, diffcrent things, there's several instances where
blacks have euwpressed a I wanc to meke sure I gei this right,
covert, wiiich is LnderLinwO fecling of discriminaition and hatred
and prejudice uA' ved and wags ;raCLlfeu buc no overt
discrimination ever teok place. In your opiniolt....

Charles: On the caspus you wean?

Bruce: On the conpus.

es:  Zes.  (Liow would you assess that statewent?) I chink
that's a precty corrcet esgessment. And Lits in with you know,
some of the things I've said, that oponly the professors and o
on, with a few cuceptions, didn't openly coie ouc against
integration or ayainst black righte or ¢yainst blacks on cum~uv oL
enything like that. But certainly in their own parsonel foclings
they felt they were pushing too hard...tlicy somctines ewpressad
Llu_ [

Druce: Did they ever eigpress that to your The scudent oc
protessor?



Charleg: TYeali, yeah. Especially sone students. FProfessors were
a little more caretful. Bul a lot of students, a loc of white
scudents, said you know, what do these blacks think theyire
doing, and froa that point on.

Bruce: This would have been while you were a student OL....?

Charles: Yoewn. (or when you were pact time tecching or boih?)
Botii., Both. (so we cen say tne '60's?)  Thac's riylic.  (sane
aotitude?)  Yeah.  (never got ony becter?) oll, you wean
Colipared to when?

Charles: I think through the '78's there was a gradual
llproxe ent. Howadeys, professor student relationship doasn't

allow sowetimes for a lot of real open eunchange that scudents ave
sowetimes scared to exchanye wien they know che professor feels a
certain way. So I would suspect that underneath there's still
soge of it teday, but nearly as much. HWaen I det to lecturing or
talking ebout civil rights acts of eithber the sizties or way back
in the 18789's or something like that. Once in a while I'LL see
body Languoye that lets we know that not everybody agrees with ay
point or let’s say they do agree with those ...those control acte
you know, black control acts that were passed, things like that.

I can alrost see when we talk about ...ubout separate bult eyual
thet sowe of the, especially white males....

Oruce: #hy is that, why white males?

: I don't know, but £: .iys sort of in fwet, I see then
dluLOLan and once in a while I'LL even piclkt vp a little thing,
well, I wish it still was like t coday. (this ic today, 1989)
13886.

it

Sruce: The fceling vas auch wore prevalent in the '60's?
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“harl tiuch aore prevalent, and leso prevaleont in e '79%s
chan it i< now. I thinlt there's a new wood that I socl of sonse.

A renewed conservatism, reactionisa I think. Of couree, that's
political bias LnuL I think under Peagan as well as just thie wood
of the country is a little bit uh, yoiny backvards.

ruce: You fecl Harshall is Eollowing that trend?

Charles: Well, the are certeainly following that trend. I
certainly don't think the official administration or professors as
a whole, no. But I think I see it ewony the students. A Lot wore
conservatives and politically, recially and other ays. AnG a
little more openness as far as letting people know that they're
not, not too happy with black civil rights and things of that
sorkt, which they would have been even if they bad felt that way,
gcared to cay I think in the '70's. tow they're coming out end
saying a few of those things which they wouldn't have. And I gec
it in a few of my classes now that I wouldn't have yotien 19 years



;0. It's interesting. I don't think that dodes yood For the
country. (Laughs)
ruce: It certainly Eits in with other stuii.

Charles: Well, it's unfortunate. I was hopin' I was wrong,

but...(laughing)
Bruce: I don't think you are. Vlell, Chanil you vory GG,
Gharles: Taat'o it, Bruce.

EOD O IUTERVIED
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Bruce: Oli...how did you get to meet cu. fivil cights activist
fion Harshall here? The students, or did you ever aeet thoem?

[63]

Charles: Oh, I just act them, I never really...you know, I never
was part of eny yroup as I've said, Bruce. I met people es you
know, sometimes when we were wmarching in front of places ot
sotetimes when they were complaining at city council or sometimes
when they were aecting here or there I would be in the gyroup, but
I did not join any of the official groups or become a meaber OF
anything, and uh, (so you just....), just sort of a loner on the
whole thing. ¥Yeah. (can we call you a concerned citizen?) A
concerned citisen, that's really what it was. And later on when
Vietnaim came alony and I fought ayainst Vietnam, the same thing
was true. I didn't join any anti-Vietnam groups. I was in on
procests and things of that sort.

Bruce: What were some of the protest activities werce you involved

with?

Charles: tow, let's vo back a minute, Bruce (yeah). One of the
reasons I think was that you know, I might not heve been a very
brave individvual, I think, as I look back. It's that old
cowardice that brought we north frowm St. Augustine back to the
north again. I just felt that probably I had to have a base to do
anytining. &And unless you have a base, you know, a power base, or
at least an economic base, there's not much you can do and if I
lost my job as pastor of the church, I'd have to move soucwhere
and f£ind souething else.

Bruce: That was a possibility?
Charles: Well, when you take an activist role, that’s always a
possibility. BEspecially in the first few years, when they don't
know you very well. (okay) And you go marching in front of the
fhite Pantry or in front of Beailey's or whatever, I still can‘t
think of the name there...when uh, or when they see your picture
in the paper or when they've heard from somebody else that you
were there, you always run that risk. So, I just thought it was
better to do it as a personal individual, I could, I thouyht I
could fight that battle better, on the church front, than if I was
vice-president or secretary of some organization or something like
that, which I'd have to defend. And sometines oryanizations don't
do everything that you approve of; they may do certain things you
approve of, but it's hard to defend other things. And they put
you on the spot sometimes, so I just thought it was better as an
individual.

[l

Bruce: How did your church feel about civil rights?

Charles: WNot real happy (lawghs), not real happy. Ik was during
this period that I, that I really pushed a resolution to our
church council that they would accept any blacks who applied for
weabership (and this wis warly 66°0%) yes, yeah, well,
actually, yeah, around '6@, or '6Gl.




Bruce: So, there weren't eny blacks in your church?
Charles: Ho, not then, no. &nd there have never been mahy since
Bbcausn as we'lve said, our type of reliyion doesn't gppeal. but
we've always accepted them and we've always had them cowe, and we
have had wesbers since then; yuite a few nenbers off and on. You
know, they would join and be there for a while, and then very
oLften they would wove off to Washinygton or Chicago or sowe place.
(marhom)  But we've had them. And at that time, they had never
had a one, never a one, and I think probably would have refused
any epplication for aeabership or enything else. But we ot that
far, and they managed to put up with their pastor (laughs), put up
with his stupidities or whatever tchey felt et the time,
foolishness until Vietnam. And that was the second thina. And
then that wasn't only stupidity, that was lack of patriotism, you
gee, then on top of stupidity. And so there was gome very tense
monents during che later patrc of the '068's.

Bruce: Yeah, for you personally.

I would have to leave, there was some activities going on, soms
Little yroups in the church tried to get rid of ez, and it never
guite came to a full head, but it was clcse, 1t was ¢l

Charles: TFor ae personally, and I really felt several times that

Bruce: [Lluir-hiom, so we can say your church body was Eai:zly, well,

/- .iy 1t's typical of Huntington?

conservative.

Charles: I would think so. Yes, guite conservative, guite

Bruce: I didn't want to lead you on there, but....

harles:  Very definitely so.

kay. You told ae earlicr you were involved with
fhat was, well, how did you web involved, oo winil

o

i Lebo b RhEty et oo - v oo R
up ond down thwe Lront of D wloy o, fad Iogol in on
iy oW sign and aarched wiltil tiwedi.

Bruce: What did your sign say?

Charles: I can't renenper that anywore, Bruce. It wasn't a very
clever...I've never been very clever cominy up witii real Lunb)
yrabbers on siyns. Probably something like "stop segregation", oc
soncthing, you know, real original grebbies! I really don‘t
reneaber. (it made the point, though) IL mede a point. I felt
you know, that I was making a point being there more than whatever
uy sign said. (laughing) So I did. &And then with White Pantry
similarly. I was never there at a time when they wenc in and
there was __or anything, so I never yot arrested, anything of



that sort. But I did help march up and doun you know, outglide.
(ab White Panicry) At Whice Pantry also

Bruce: fow Lony did you picket either establiciuent?

hacles: That was a lony time ago, Bruce, and wy wzaory Lalls on
) Y Y )

some of these things. 0But it was ...it sgﬂncd to me that on

neither case did we do more than several wecks, 2 or 3 weaels.

Bruce: And you were there every day OCLe...?

;. Oh, no, no, I couldn't meke it every day. I'd be thero
times maybe o week,  (Just doing whet you could) Right.
Because ay schedule JuuL...you know, I heG co do what I had to do
at the church, or there agoin, I would have been out complecely.
S0 I couldn't give thei any excuse for uc\lng, "well, you're up
cthere picketing and not doing tie work you're supposed to be
doing". 8o I just had to fit chat into position. I rewenber
bLlng there Friday's, wostly. In fact, I usually was there
Tuesdays and Fridays, because Tuesday wos an easier sciiedule for
ne, and Friday was ay day ofl, theoretically.

Bruce: Did you ever eat at either one of these establishrents?
Charles: UWot until after they integreated. W®Well, I went into
Bailey's atfter they inteyrated, I can't say that I cver went into
the White Pantry. You know, that would have been one of ay
differences I suppose one has to pick obvious sources of
entagonism in order to picket. But as far as wanting to 4o into
the White Pantry, I never could see why anybody would even want
to. It should go..(why?)..well, it was to me, sort of a sleazy,
joint, if you want ay opinion of it. (okay) [Lven if tliey had
been noble and inteyrated at the very beyinning, I'm not sure I
wvould hove ever gone in there. (where was Hiaite Pantry locaced?)
It was located well, where the Llibrary is now. (the new Cobell
County Library?) The new Cabell County Library. It would have
been about the, in the widdle of the block, I'd say there.

Bruce: 9ch Street and 5th avenue, somewicre around in there
Charles: Rigyht, riyht.
Bruce: And it was just a little greasc....

Charles: A little ygreasy, greasy spoon we used to call fem. Very

narcow in between other buildings.

Bruc

@: Did it serve poor whites or wiat was itls main clientele?

Charles: #ell, I suppose perhaps the main clientele was business
people or poor business people and luncheons, mostly. (oh) I
think it was open in the cevenings, but I don't think they scrved a
wiiole lot of people in the evenings. It was HD”“L“ Lunclicons,
chiough, business luncheons. Horking people, secretaries, maybe
soue others from work.

(,x



Bruce: Hanburyers, bot doys, (that kind of thing, soup and you
know, ham and eyys, stuff Like that.) Mell, I was thinkiny
that's a good Little walk for a Harshall student, isn't it? So is
Bailey's, which is ub....(yeah sure)...just a block down.

chagles:  Dverything's relacive, so if youire used to riding, then
it's a lony walk. But if you don'‘t have a car, itfs not so lony,
once you get going. 16th street to 9th isn't all that far....

END O SIDE 1

Bruce: Okay, you were, we were talking about liarsihall students.
fhere did they cat at that time? IE you can recall.

Charles

¢ Well, gosh...well, of course there was a college dining
rooin.  (min-fwom)  Which is the present comwunity, I guess the
Coinmunitcy Colleye, 1s it over there between oii, I don't know the
nuaies of these halls (Laidley and flvdges) yes, Laidley end Hodg
right. That was the place where they ate. I guess there were
several restaurents, greasy spoon restaurants between here and
town, on uh, on 4ch avenue, that they would have eaten ac. 5And
the onc on the corner over nere, what's the namc of thac?
(Higgins?) Yeah, Wiyyins was here at that time. I think those
were tie places. They didn't have any of the newer places. ¥ou
know, the newer fast fouds were a later developaent. But ub, Of
course, llarshall even then prebably moybe even a higher percentage
“hien than now waes the local commuter students who probably just
brought luncies at noon and then ate at howe in the evening or
soiething Llike that.

(]

ruce: Was Chili Willi's open then?

Charles: I think maybe it was, I wasn't aware of it 1f it was. I
didn’t eat at many of those places.

Jruce: Okay. You went back home.

harles: Yeah, I was a student, I was a yraduate scudent, and

didn't have too much in comaon with the 18, 2§ yecar olds that was
liere then.

counsel?

Charles: Oh, yeal, well, I counseled people on things that alaost
never did civil rights cowe into it. Blacks wouldn't have come to
e particularly I don't think for counseling. They would have
yone to their own ainisters and the whites didn't have any
problem; they knew what they were doing most of the time, you
know. They were either very much for it and very uuch against it,
and didn't nced counseling, or felt they didn't.

Bruce: 7Yeah. Okay. You mentioned a theatre that you...



none o cle biy downtown churches, you know, on Sth dvenua.
(okay) Hone of them. And very f[evd....

Bruce: That would have been 5t Avenue Bapiist and Johmson
G cTiTel 515 IR

Charles: Feah, none of them.  Becouse of course, Lhe ovners of
the people involved were mostly eeabers of tiwir chivrches

( mi=limm) o

Bruce: The woncy reople, in other words,

Charles: Yes. And the owners olf Balley's anc tlre owners o, and
of course, the owner of the theatre was Jewiish, but...ual, none o
toem. It just sezus to ake some of the swaller churches.  Sore Of
those jpeogle.  (blacks and whites?)  Clacks and whites, well, toe
Llack pastors were but I canft tell you any of thelr neres,
anywore, but alwost all the black pastors were.  (auid)  Very
active. (and very ey  Lte pastors) Very rLew wilte pastors.
Very few. OMnd this was true for a decaede to come. flhien Vietnam
camz alony, the same thiny was true. ’

Bruce: Ghalt about the carly *70's? Blacks wers active again in
the late "6i's, early '787s.  You know, Like TPREE was o Larchall
group that was zctive here and (yeal) s
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y orpyendzacion, trying to et black fomilics wand whice
faindlies to visit in cacl other's homes. (raliyicus coucest?) ot
porticularly. It wos corried through some of the churches, but
visiting in the homes itself didn't heve reliyious overcones.  But
it was an atteapt to yet black peoirle to visit white
fanilies and coue for & meal and cowe for the eveniny in each
other's homes. And soietimes we'd gather es a small sub-groups you
know, of a larger group. We'd get two or three L[amilics together.
Pirst, thore was safety in nusbers. You hnow, insteod of one
willte family having one black fawmily come in, why, you'd nave two
or three white families cntertain two or Lhree black Lowmilies in
one or tuelir heses. And then later on sort of ¢ one=to-one DSLSs

fanlly wise, one femily to one Lamily. and chat’s where I
reneuber weeting in Bunche's houge freguenily end in several of
the otlhrer people's homes, ond I just can't reozaber all their
naes.  Say two or three years we tiied to carry on as a sort of a
rouce, geliing whites and blacke together so they would each one
sce that the other one wesn't so bad, you know, yetiing themn so
they were people too, and in cach case, and blacks didn't look at
whites or blacks but as people.
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